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PRESENT:

The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR (Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER) – LNP

The Chair of Council, Councillor Andrew WINES (Enoggera Ward) – LNP
	LNP Councillors (and Wards) 
	ALP Councillors (and Wards)

	Krista ADAMS (Holland Park) (Deputy Mayor)
Greg ADERMANN (Pullenvale)

Adam ALLAN (Northgate)
Lisa ATWOOD (Doboy)
Fiona CUNNINGHAM (Coorparoo)
Tracy DAVIS (McDowall)
Fiona HAMMOND (Marchant) 

Vicki HOWARD (Central) 
Steven HUANG (MacGregor)
Sarah HUTTON (Jamboree)

Sandy LANDERS (Bracken Ridge)
James MACKAY (Walter Taylor) 
Kim MARX (Runcorn)

Peter MATIC (Paddington)

David McLACHLAN (Hamilton)

Ryan MURPHY (Chandler)
Angela OWEN (Calamvale)

Steven TOOMEY (The Gap) (Deputy Chair of Council)
	Jared CASSIDY (Deagon) (The Leader of the Opposition)
Kara COOK (Morningside) (Deputy Leader of the Opposition)
Peter CUMMING (Wynnum Manly)
Steve GRIFFITHS (Moorooka)

Charles STRUNK (Forest Lake)


	
	Queensland Greens Councillor (and Ward)

Jonathan SRI (The Gabba)

	
	Independent Councillor (and Ward)
Nicole JOHNSTON (Tennyson)


OPENING OF MEETING:

The Chair, Councillor Andrew WINES, opened the meeting with prayer and acknowledged the traditional custodians, and then proceeded with the business set out in the Agenda.
Chair:
I declare the meeting open and I remind all Councillors of your obligations to declare material personal and conflicts of interest where relevant, and the requirement of such to remove yourself from the Council Chamber for debate and voting where applicable. 

Are there any apologies? 
There appears to be no apologies. 
May I please have a motion to confirm the minutes?

MINUTES:

548/2019-20
The Minutes of the 4615 (Post Election Recess) meeting of Council held on 5 May 2020, copies of which had been forwarded to each Councillor, were presented, taken as read and confirmed on the motion of Councillor Sandy LANDERS, seconded by Councillor Sarah HUTTON.

QUESTION TIME:

Chair:
Councillors, I now draw your attention to the item on the agenda, Question Time. 
Are there any questions of the LORD MAYOR or a Chair of any Standing Committee? 
Councillor MACKAY.

Question 1

Councillor MACKAY:
Thank you, Chair; my question is to the LORD MAYOR. 
LORD MAYOR, residents of Brisbane are keen to know a timeline out of the restrictions put in place during the COVID-19 pandemic. Can you please outline for the Chamber the Schrinner Administration’s plan for transitioning to a phase of recovery?

Chair:
LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair, and thank you also to Councillor MACKAY for the question. Obviously, we’ve all been very much looking forward to a relaxation of the restrictions, being able to get out and about more, use public facilities, and support local business. Before I go on, I did want to thank the people of Brisbane for how incredibly patient and understanding they’ve been and also compliant that they’ve been with the requirements that have been placed on them. 

Because these are unprecedented restrictions that we’ve had on our daily lives in a Western democracy. These are not the sort of restrictions that we would expect to have to go through in our lifetime, and I think it’s been a good thing that people have really done the right thing and followed the rules. We know that there are a small number of people that ignored the restrictions, but most people did the right thing.

But now, moving forward, I know everyone is excited to get back out there and it was great to be able to get the roadmap from the Federal and State Governments for the reopening, the staged reopening, of a number of facilities that people are looking forward to seeing. 

From a Council point of view, we’re looking forward to seeing things like our playgrounds, also our outdoor gyms, BMX tracks, reopened, and also our libraries as well to a limited extent. We still have to comply with the requirements such as the 10-person limit, which means that our libraries can’t be open in the traditional way that we would have expected. They have to be open for drop-off and pick-up opportunities, so a quick in and out. So, we’re opening up all of the things that we can possibly open up to be safe and meet the State requirements.

But I did want to confirm today that, at this stage, it does not look as though we will be able to open our pools this coming weekend. The pools, like many facilities, have to adhere to the 10-person limit, and like many businesses across the city, and many other organisations, have to grapple with how that might work. 

Now, obviously, we’re going into the winter period for our swimming pools which would normally see around a third of our pools close down anyway, but we’re hearing from our operators that it is simply not going to be viable or practical to reopen an entire pool for 10 people. So, that reopening of the pools won’t be happening at this stage, but as restrictions are relaxed further, we will obviously do what we can to make sure that, where pools are heated, they can open up during that winter period. But we obviously would expect and appreciate the community’s understanding with these 10-person requirements.

For all of the costs associated with opening and running our swimming pools, and the fact that these are operated by, in most cases, local small businesses, operators that are lessees of our Council pools, they’ve got to gear up their staff and determine whether it’s a viable option, and at this stage the feedback is that it’s not viable for 10 people. There’s questions that come up like, if you were to have 10 people in a pool, how long can they stay, and who gets in the door? Some of these practicalities just can’t practically be managed with a 10-person limit. 

But, overall, we’ve seen a great response when it comes to the relaxation of restrictions. It was great to be able to open the dog parks this weekend that’s just gone past, and the feedback we’ve had across the city has been really positive. Once again, most of those dog parks were used very responsibly by dog owners. We know that the dogs of Brisbane have been keen to get out and about. We’ve had an increase in barking dog complaints during the closedown, with many more people at home, with dogs not getting maybe the level of exercise and getting out and about to run around as much as they would like, so to have those facilities reopened has been fantastic, and we’re looking forward to progressing now with other facilities that can safely reopen, including our playgrounds, barbeques, outdoor gyms and other facilities that meet the requirements.

So, I look forward to working with all of you to make sure we can reopen those facilities smoothly over the coming weekend, and also I did want to confirm, Councillor MACKAY, that as things reopen again and as businesses are getting more visitation, from Monday next week, we will be going back to the regular enforcement of parking restrictions—

Chair:
LORD MAYOR, your time has expired.

Are there further questions? 

Councillor CUMMING.

Question 2

Councillor CUMMING:
Yes, thank you. My question is to the Chair of the City Standards, Community Health and Safety Committee, Councillor MARX. 
Councillor MARX, you may or may not be aware that two large gum trees that were shading a playground in Rotary Park, Heathwood, were removed by Council in July 2019. Are you able to inform the Chamber why these trees were removed?

Chair:
Councillor MARX.

Councillor MARX:
Sorry—yes, thank you, Chair, and I thank Councillor CUMMING for the question. I’m sorry, Councillor CUMMING, I don’t have an answer for you for that here. I wasn’t the Chair back in July 2019, but I’m more than happy to get that information and provide it to you when it comes to me. Thank you.

Chair:
Further questions?

Councillor HAMMOND.

Question 3

Councillor HAMMOND:
Thank you. My question is to the Chair of Finance, Administration and Small Business Committee, Councillor ALLAN. 
Councillor ALLAN, the LORD MAYOR announced an Economic Recovery Taskforce to assist businesses soon after the State enforced social distancing and lockdown rules due to COVID-19. Can you please give us an update on what the taskforce has achieved so far, and how the Schrinner Administration is backing Brisbane businesses?

Chair:
Councillor ALLAN.

Councillor ALLAN:
Thank you, Mr Chair, and thank you, Councillor HAMMOND, for your question. I note that you’re a staunch advocate for the many businesses in your ward, and certainly I know that you’ve got their interests at heart and want to assist their recovery post-COVID-19. It’s long been known that this responsible Administration acts in the best interests of residents as well as businesses, and act in their best interests we will continue to do.


As Council navigates its way through the coronavirus pandemic, so, too, do many thousands of businesses that call Brisbane home. It has been said many times before, but is no truer than it is now, that small and medium business are the engine room of our economy. There are more than 127,000 registered businesses within the Brisbane local government area with greater Brisbane’s Gross Domestic Product, or Gross Regional Product, estimated at $171 billion. Business, in particular small business, is a big deal.


Such is the significance of business to the Brisbane economy that the LORD MAYOR established the Economic Recovery Taskforce to support the recovery of business in this city. This is a clear demonstration of the LORD MAYOR’s commitment to the business community and reflects his understanding of the challenges being faced by the business community.


The taskforce will drive Council’s contribution to the recovery of the city over the next couple of years, and is dedicated to rebuilding of the Brisbane economy and helping the city get back on its feet post the coronavirus crisis. Economic recovery is a joint effort with multiple stakeholders, and this taskforce will help to support the normalisation of economic activity as soon as possible.


Through both internal and external consultation, we are working to develop and implement initiatives that encourage and foster business recovery, and motivation and participation in the local economy. As Chair of the taskforce, I can speak to inroads already being made. While recognising the obvious—

Chair:
Councillor ALLAN. Councillor ALLAN. 

Councillor ALLAN, I’ve lost your microphone.

Councillor ALLAN:
Hang on.

Chair:
There you are.

Councillor ALLAN:
Okay. Sorry. How much did you miss there?

Chair:
I’m not sure, maybe 20 seconds. 

Councillor ALLAN:
Okay, fine. Okay. The taskforce will drive Council’s contribution to the recovery of the city over the next couple of years, and is dedicated to the rebuilding of Council’s economy and helping the city get back on its feet. Now, obviously recognising the difficulty of not being able to have meetings, we’ve still been able to reach out to the wider community and have also formed an external consultative group, and this is effectively a subsidiary—

Chair:
Councillor ALLAN, we’ve lost your microphone again. 

Councillor ALLAN:
—happening here, but I’m not just not—look, apologies. This is happening remotely, and certainly I’m not pressing any buttons, but certainly I’ll continue as I can.


The priority of the taskforce is obviously to help Brisbane’s businesses recover. We recognise that there is important work to do, and that Council has a role to play. We’re not the only representative group or stakeholder that can support the recovery. However, we are one that can certainly smooth the way.


Now, while the taskforce is a relatively newly formed entity, it has certainly been working diligently. We have a number of senior Council officers involved in this particular initiative, and also myself and a number of senior Councillors, and also a wide range of representatives from industry associations.


The approach to this—

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
No, no, no; no interjections.

Councillor ALLAN:
We are constantly watching this particular situation unfold. So, we’ve intentionally made the taskforce nimble. We’ve kept it small. It needs to be adapting quickly. 

One of the things that I wanted to announce today is to continue to support the small business community, we are announcing a Business in Brisbane economic recovery survey to be conducted between 12 May and 12 June. This is designed to allow businesses to feed into our recovery efforts and certainly we want the business community to have their say to ensure that our responses are as tailored as they can possibly be. I thank Councillor HAMMOND for her question, and certainly I know that she’ll be supporting her local businesses. Thank you.

Chair:
Further questions?

Councillor CASSIDY.

Question 4

Councillor CASSIDY:
Thanks very much, Chair; my question is to the Chair of the City Standards, Community Health and Safety Committee, Councillor MARX. 
Councillor MARX, Queensland Health figures reveal that the Metro North region has experienced one of the biggest spikes in Ross River fever in four years. According to Queensland Health, there is no treatment for Ross River fever, only prevention. We know there have been chronic underspends on mosquito spraying under this Administration. In the 2018-19 year alone, that underspend totalled at $1.16 million. From January to the end of April, Metro North recorded 295 people having been diagnosed with Ross River fever. That’s more people with Ross River fever than the whole entire year for each of the previous four years. Councillor MARX, can you explain to Brisbane residents why you’ve failed to protect them from Ross River fever?

Chair:
Councillor MARX.

Councillor MARX:
Thank you, Chair. Sorry, I’m having a problem unmuting myself. 
Yes, thank you, Chair, and thank you, Councillor CASSIDY, for the question. Well, it’s certainly the right time to be the Chair of City Standards with two questions in one Chamber’s meeting. Thank you both very much for being so interested in my portfolio.


It’s actually not correct that there has been an underspend on mosquito spraying. As we’ve said and has been said many times in this Chamber, and certainly in the eight years that I’ve been attending the Chamber, there is an unlimited budget on mosquito spraying. The LORD MAYOR has always made that commitment. LORD MAYOR Adrian SCHRINNER and the previous Lord Mayor Graham Quirk have always made that commitment, and that commitment has never changed. 


We are the only Council that employ two professional etymologists, and those are the two professionals that we take our advice from as to when and where we should spray. As you know, Councillor CASSIDY, it’s a very scientific issue as far as the spraying of mosquitoes goes. It has a lot to do with the tides, the weather, whether it’s rained, all that sort of stuff, and we are guided as always by our two professionals that we employ. We put a dollar figure in the budget, purely so that there’s a line item in the budget. If we need more than that money in the budget, then the LORD MAYOR says, go ahead, write the cheque, do it.


If we don’t spend that much for whatever reason, then that money just sits there.

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor MARX:
It’s always—

Chair:
Councillor CASSIDY, please.

Councillor MARX:
The LORD MAYOR has always said there’s an unlimited budget on mosquito spraying, and that has not changed. 

Chair:
Further questions?

Councillor TOOMEY. 

Councillor TOOMEY, please turn your microphone on.

Councillor TOOMEY:
Can you hear me, Chair?

Chair:
I can hear you now, thank you.

Question 5

Councillor TOOMEY:
Thank you. As I was saying before the microphone muted, the interest in Councillor MARX’s portfolio continues, as my question is for her. 
Councillor MARX, the Schrinner Administration has now announced the reopening of Council’s assets, including dog parks. Can you please provide an overview of when we can expect other parks and barbeques to open?

Chair:
Councillor MARX.

Councillor MARX:
Thank you, Chair, and I thank Councillor TOOMEY for the question. It certainly is an interesting time to be in this portfolio. I am absolutely delighted to provide the Chamber and our residents with an important update on the reopening of our range of Council outdoor recreational facilities and equipment from this Saturday.


I know that the health direction was Friday, and a lot of people are saying Friday, but people have to remember it was actually Friday midnight, so we are making sure that everything is ready to go from Saturday morning. The residents will once again be able to make use of the Council’s playgrounds, outdoor gyms and barbeques, including Council’s basketball courts and tennis courts.


It goes without saying that, in reopening these facilities to the public, Council is acting in accordance with the official health advice provided by both the Australian Government and Queensland Health. The general health advice, including social distancing measures, continues to remain. They will apply to the use of all Council facilities and equipment. I would suggest that those rules will apply for us for some months to come as the situation just evolves as to how it will be going forward.


I am sure the Chamber will be aware that the opening of additional facilities comes just a week after Council reopened the gates to our very popular fenced dog parks. Dogs are a cherished member of many Brisbane households, and I was pleased to join the LORD MAYOR and Councillor HOWARD last week in officially reopening our 131 fenced off-leash areas since their closure on 30 March. I am pleased to hear reports that Brisbane residents are making use of these parks while continuing to adhere to the safe social distancing practices.


With the opening of yet more facilities and equipment this weekend, I encourage all residents to take these additional opportunities to exercise and socialise in a COVID-19 safe way. With more people anticipated to start moving around the city in light of the easing of government restrictions, I would remind residents of the safe, social distance measures in place to help protect the community, especially whilst staying active and healthy. I join the LORD MAYOR in applauding the vast majority of members of our community in doing the right thing and following the health advice. Thank you.

Chair:
Further questions?

Councillor GRIFFITHS.

Question 6

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
Thank you, Mr Chair; my question is to the Environment, Parks and Sustainability Committee Chair, Councillor CUNNINGHAM. 
The Annual Operational Plan Progress report for March 2020 states that upgrades for three parks—Freney Street Park in Rocklea, Decker Park at Brighton, and Nudgee Beach Reserve—have been delayed because play equipment has not arrived from Europe. Given the Council’s much vaunted Buy Local program, and the broad availability of playground equipment on the domestic market, can you explain to ratepayers why are they buying equipment from Europe?

Chair:
Councillor CUNNINGHAM.

Councillor CUNNINGHAM:
Thank you, Chair, and thanks, Councillor GRIFFITHS, for the question. Certainly, I wasn’t the Chair at the time that they were ordered, but I am happy to have a look into that for you, Councillor GRIFFITHS. I understand that Asset Services makes the order for the play equipment, so you will probably technically need to direct that question to that Chair. However, I am happy to look into it and provide some information. 

Chair:
Further questions?

Councillor ATWOOD.

Question 7

Councillor ATWOOD:
My question is to the Chair of the Infrastructure Committee, Councillor McLACHLAN. 
Councillor McLACHLAN, can you please provide an update on the progress of major infrastructure projects across the city, and how Council is continuing to achieve significant project milestones throughout this pandemic?

Chair: 
Councillor McLACHLAN.

Councillor McLACHLAN:
Thank you, Chair, and thank you to Councillor ATWOOD for the question. I am very pleased to have the opportunity to update the Chamber on some of our major infrastructure projects and recent milestones that have been achieved, even during the pandemic shutdown. First up I’d like to provide an important update regarding parking across our city. As you will be aware, Council switched off approximately 1,000 parking meters controlling nearly 8,000 metred spaces between 26 and 28 March to support Brisbane residents during the height of the pandemic period. The fee for parking in Council’s car parks—King George Square and Wickham Terrace—was also temporarily reduced to a $5 flat rate. 


With the Federal and State Governments’ roadmaps to easing restrictions announced last week, some parking changes will come into effect next week in line with this plan. Stage 1 of the economic recovery from the COVID-19 shutdown will allow gatherings of up to 10 people, meaning our retail and dining venues will be aiming to increase their trade subject to compatibility with those COVID-19 rules.


As the LORD MAYOR has announced, mentioned briefly earlier, we will be back in business as usual with parking fees from next Monday. Parking meters will be switched back on from Monday 18 May, and charges will apply. Parking charges will also resume for King George Square and Wickham Terrace car parks. Parking compliance for on-street parking not regulated by parking meters will also be back in effect from Monday 18 May.


Retailers, cafes, restaurants and other businesses will be starting to try and get customers through their doors, and they rely on the turnover of parking spaces outside or near their businesses. Those parking spaces that have been used by commuters and employees who normally catch public transport to work have been beneficial up to this point. The point now is to resume business as usual as quickly as possible.


While restrictions are starting to ease, there are still many rules in place aimed at stopping the spread of COVID-19, but the important infrastructure works are by no means slowing down or stopping. In fact, we are powering ahead with projects, and even finding ways they can be accelerated during this time. The Murphy and Ellison intersection upgrade at Geebung was officially completed in the shutdown period. This intersection was previously a roundabout that was prone to accidents and increasing congestion. 

Thanks to the excellent design work from the City Projects Office, this intersection is now fully signalised. As part of the project, Council also made improvements to the Kittyhawk Drive intersection, constructed on-road cycling lanes in both directions along Murphy and Ellison Roads, and improved access for streets in the vicinity. A significant project that will truly get northside residents home quicker and safer.

Another milestone, Mr Chair, in April was the completion of the Wynnum Road Stage 1. This project widened Lytton Road from four to six lanes between Latrobe Street and Canning Bridge in East Brisbane. As part of this project, Latrobe Street and Canning Bridge in East Brisbane, as part of this project, the Laidlaw Parade intersection was also relocated and signalised to improve safety.

Mr Chair, there are plenty more infrastructure projects under way. In West End, early works have commenced for the Montague Road and Victoria Street intersection upgrade which will transform the current priority-controlled intersection to a signalised intersection, with controlled pedestrian crossings. These works will make a big difference to pedestrians who will be able to cross these roads more safely. 

Although COVID-19 has presented many challenges, the decreased levels of traffic have enabled construction blitzes such as recent super weekend works on the Kingsford Smith Drive (KSD) upgrade. This involved two weekends of ongoing pavement construction works at the intersection of KSD and Racecourse Road, meaning less night-time works throughout the remainder of the project. Mr Chair, 90% of the project is now complete, and it’s on track to be finished in the second half of this year, within the contracted budget.  


Mr Chair, the most recent milestone is the start of construction for the Commercial Road and Doggett Street intersection upgrade in Newstead which kicked off yesterday. I am sure Councillor HOWARD will be pleased with this. The project will provide safety improvements particularly for pedestrians in this highly commercialised area, and signalise the intersection providing signalised pedestrian crossings. 


Mr Chair and Councillors, the infrastructure projects that I’ve mentioned are important. They employ locals. They employ local contractors and an important element in making sure we get back to work after the pandemic period. Thank you, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Councillor McLACHLAN, your time has expired. 

Further questions?

Councillor JOHNSTON.

Question 8
Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, thank you, Mr Chair; my question is to the LORD MAYOR. 
LORD MAYOR, in the Annual Operational Plan Progress report up for consideration by Council today. A number of safe school travel programs have been cancelled, including outside Loreto College, Coorparoo; Bracken Ridge State School, Bracken Ridge; Warrigal Road, Eight Mile Plains, and the funding for these projects has been reabsorbed back into the Council budget. 

As you know, Graceville State School and residents of Graceville, that are both your constituents and mine, and residents that have contacted you personally, have been pushing since Jane Prentice was the Councillor in Tennyson Ward, for a refuge in Park Road, at the corner of Verney Road East in Graceville. As there are now funds that are available within this program, will you ensure that residents’ requests for a refuge which will provide greater safe travel to a large school to be provided in Graceville?

Chair:
LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you, Councillor JOHNSTON, for the question. Look, the assumption that there are funds available is not accurate at this point in time. There’s certainly a lot of things that have happened progressively over the recent months, and the idea that Council has money lying around is not the case. In fact, we are expecting a hit of around $40 million in terms of reduced income into Council in this financial year, and obviously that situation continues to evolve as the picture becomes clearer.


But we don’t have piles of cash lying around in the way that Councillor JOHNSTON has suggested. So—

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
No interjections. No interjections, please. Allow the LORD MAYOR to answer the question.

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
No interjections, please.

LORD MAYOR:
Projects that may have been scheduled, or have been delayed or postponed or deferred in the budget, like I said, we’re not sitting on a pile of cash that can then suddenly be spent in the way that Councillor JOHNSTON has suggested. But, as always, we’ll make considerations as we prepare the budget for the next financial year. I understand Councillor JOHNSTON’s interest on an ongoing basis in this matter. We will consider it in preparation of the next budget.


Having said that, I have publicly said on a number of occasions that this upcoming financial year will be one of the toughest that we’ve seen in a Council budget in a long time. Certainly, in the time that I’ve been a Councillor, for more than 14 years now, I have never seen tougher financial circumstances for a Council budget. So, not during the GFC, not during the 2011 floods; we are facing significant financial challenges, but my commitment to the people of Brisbane is that we will continue to do everything we can to manage the budget responsibly, and also to keep those projects going which create jobs and support the local economy, projects that can serve as a stimulus for local business.


I did want to take this opportunity as well to respond to the question—

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
No, Councillor JOHNSTON, please don’t interject. Please allow the LORD MAYOR to answer the question you’ve asked. 

LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you—that was raised by Councillor GRIFFITHS about playground equipment. Interestingly—and Councillor GRIFFITHS should be aware of this—there are many local businesses based here in Brisbane and South East Queensland that employ local people, that are owned locally, but also source equipment from a range of different suppliers. Those suppliers may be local or they may be overseas. But the business is local; the staff that work in that business is local, and often it comes down to the desire of the local community or preferences of local Councillors to see what type of equipment they would like to see in the park.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Point of order. 

Chair:
Point of order to you, Councillor JOHNSTON. 

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, Mr Chair, relevance. My question was about a refuge in Graceville and expenditure out of the safe school travel fund.

Chair:
I understand. I understand, thank you. LORD MAYOR, my view is that—

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you—

Chair:
No, sorry, I have to address the point of order, excuse me. The question was about allocation of funds, and whether other funds were available, and the shifting of those funds to other projects was the fundamental nature of the question. The LORD MAYOR has answered the question on the topic of the economic position of the budget and expenditure, and I will allow him to continue to do so. 

LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I was actually trying to answer two questions in one go—one from Councillor JOHNSTON and one from Councillor GRIFFITHS as well. So, that’s an efficiency dividend there, two questions—

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Point of order, Mr Chair. 

Chair:
Point of order to you, Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Now, the LORD MAYOR has just blatantly told you that he’s not just answering my question; he’s answering someone else’s. Mr Chair, under the Meetings Local Law, he is required to answer the question I asked, and not engage in other debate. So, can you please bring him back to explaining to Graceville residents why we can’t have a refuge, given all these other projects were cancelled?

Chair:
Thank you, Councillor JOHNSTON. I am going to have to ask you, LORD MAYOR, if I could draw you back to the question around active travel, rather than to the earlier question around park equipment.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair, and certainly I did answer Councillor JOHNSTON’s question. I said there wasn’t money available right now for other upgrades, but that we will consider it, as we always do, in the lead-up to the next budget. I understand her interest in this matter, and her advocacy for it, and I acknowledge that, but right now there is not money available to do that project in the way that Councillor JOHNSTON suggested. But obviously, as we prepare the next budget, we will have a look at that and see what options there are to provide funding for her local community. Certainly, I’ll be keen to do that, not only for Councillor JOHNSTON but right across the city.

Chair:
Further questions?

Councillor HUANG.

Question 9
Councillor HUANG:
Thank you, Mr Chair; my question is to the Chair of the Finance, Administration and Small Business Committee, Councillor ALLAN. 
Councillor ALLAN, the City of Brisbane Investment Corporation (CBIC) has provided the residents of Brisbane with $131 million in annual dividends since the inception in 2008. Can you please give an update on CBIC’s achievements and what the alternative would be under a Labor administration?

Chair: 
Councillor ALLAN.

Councillor ALLAN:
Thank you, Mr Chair, and thank you, Councillor HUANG, for your question. I know Councillor HUANG has a keen interest in the Administration’s strong track record of financial management, and it’s certainly something that the community and residents and businesses of Brisbane have enjoyed for years.


The City of Brisbane Investment Corporation is Brisbane’s future fund, and is charged with delivering value for Brisbane City Council and the residents of Brisbane. Since 2008, CBIC has almost doubled its net asset base from $135 million to $268 million. Additionally, CBIC has provided more than $130 million of dividends to Council in the last 10 years, an annualised return of approximately 11%, which is a terrific return over the period.


It is worth noting that CBIC is similar to the State Government’s Queensland Investment Corporation (QIC), and to put CBIC’s returns into perspective, QIC only delivered a return of 6.9% in the 2018-19 financial year, whereas CBIC, for the same period, delivered a return of 11.2%. So, perhaps the Queensland Government should be investing with CBIC.


Last year CBIC delivered $20 million in dividends, which is the equivalent of a two per cent increase in rates, so it’s a very meaningful contribution to Council’s finances. These dividends have historically been reinvested into funding frontline services within Council, and last year the LORD MAYOR took the initiative and announced a fast-tracking of Council’s biggest investment in parks and green space with all CBIC dividends over the next five years to be used to buy and create more parks, sporting fields and greenspace. This is a direct result of the good economic management of this Council team, our foresight to establish the fund in the first place, and our vision for a cleaner, greener, and more liveable Brisbane.


CBIC has delivered high quality community centres for Council, including Wynnum Library, and Councillor CUMMING must be deeply conflicted on this point, as he has been happy to criticise CBIC in the past, but his residents really enjoy the facilities, and he is happy to take whatever accolades come his way. Chermside Library is another investment, and it is 50% larger than the previous library. It receives great feedback from the users, and won a construction award for community service facilities at the Master Builders Housing and Construction Awards in 2017.


Now, it must be understood, acquisitions and disposals of investments are a function solely at the discretion of CBIC, and completely independent of Council. They form part of CBIC’s investment strategies, and CBIC’s investment philosophy is guided by sustainable and ethical approaches to environmental, social and government issues. They’ve also ensured that any investment impacts are positive to both the environment and the community.


To date, CBIC’s investment decisions have allowed it to deliver consistent dividends and sustainable growth for the shareholder—Council. Last week we heard Councillor GRIFFITHS rail against the sale of the South Region Business Centre and how this was an asset sale, a somewhat snide and uninformed comment. But as we know, Labor hates letting the truth get in the way of a good story. 


For your edification, Councillor GRIFFITHS, CBIC is an investment business, and their role is to provide returns to Council. If that means selling an asset because they are offered a good price, that would be a normal function of an investment business. Councillor GRIFFITHS, it is worth noting that QIC regularly buy and sell assets because that is what investment businesses do.


The fact remains that CBIC makes investment decisions independently of Council. The sale of the South Region Business Centre will free up funds which can then be further used for additional investments and increase returns to the city. CBIC has demonstrated expertise and works diligently to ensure funds are invested wisely and minimise risk at the same time.


It’s hard to say how Labor would fund its commitments at the best of times, other than replicating State and Federal counterparts’ penchant for increasing overheads and debt. In fact, under Labor, it is likely that CBIC would not exist. So, in summary—

Chair:
Councillor ALLAN, your microphone, please. Councillor ALLAN, your microphone.


All right, further questions?

Councillor SRI.

Question 10
Councillor SRI:
Thanks, Chair; my question is to the Mayor. 
It’s become apparent from recent infrastructure projects that, although Council has a process for offsetting lost trees and planting new trees in nearby areas, there’s not a similar framework for offsetting lost greenspace. So, that means that when a new bridge or a new road project, or even an expanded community facility has to take away a little bit of public greenspace in a park, for example, there’s no guarantee that that loss of parkland will be compensated with new parkland nearby. 


So, my question is particularly regarding the proposed green bridges, but I’m interested in your commentary more generally. How are you going to ensure that, as these new infrastructure projects take away parkland, that there’s enough new parkland created in the surrounding precinct to compensate for that lost greenspace?

Chair:
LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair, and thank you, Councillor SRI, for the question. Look, I do not accept that the green bridges will take away parkland in any significant way. Certainly, there will be assets built in parkland in certain cases. It may be the footings of the bridge, or it may be a landing point. But we’re talking about a matter of square metres here, so not any significant loss of parkland I believe at this point in time. It’s something I’m happy to continue to look at. 


But, as you know, Councillor SRI, we are investing in increasing parkland across the city, so whether it’s the Carl Street Park at Buranda, where we’ve bought private property to create new parkland in an area of growth—

Councillor SRI:
Point of order, Chair.

Chair:
Point of order to you, Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
I’m sorry to interrupt, but on relevance; my question is not about creating parkland in general to cater for population growth, it’s about specifically offsetting lost greenspace in the areas surrounding the new infrastructure project.

Chair:
Okay, thank you. I’ll allow the LORD MAYOR to continue. I understand the point. I would like to remind the LORD MAYOR of the question, but also please continue.

LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you. So, as I was saying, we are committed to increasing our parkland across the city, and that process continues. So, whether it’s new parks like the one I mentioned, whether it’s acquisition of bushland to create conservation reserves, we will continue to expand our city’s parkland, and that is something that we will do as an Administration, regardless of what infrastructure projects come up.


When it comes to the green bridges, though, let’s be clear: these are community assets which I know Councillor SRI’s residents very strongly support. So, we’re providing an improved asset, and yes, it may be landing in a park on one or both sides of the river, but it is about increasing accessibility. We obviously have to look at the design of those assets to make sure that they are consistent with what the community would want. If there’s opportunity to expand existing parkland, then we can have a look at that as well.


Now, along the West End riverfront is a great example of where old sections of road which were often just used for parking or for traffic have been progressively closed and opened up for the community. I think people in that part of Brisbane would say that’s been a great outcome. So, through road closures and opening up of new facilities, we’ve been creating a lot of extra useable space for the community through that West End riverside area, and these bridges that we’re looking at building from West End to Toowong and from West End to St Lucia will further improve the accessibility in the area.


So, I would simply say that, to speculate that there’s going to be significant loss of parkland, I don’t think that is the case, but certainly we’ll have a look at that in the design to make sure that we’re providing a really improved asset for the community, something that they will benefit from and that they will use, and that will increase sustainable forms of travel around our city. If we can further improve public land and parkland, then that’s something we’ll look at doing as well, because we are committed to continuing to improve and expand our green space and parkland as the population of the city continues to grow.


So, we will continue to work on that, Councillor SRI. I guess if you have a look at the situation down at the Kurilpa Bridge, coming across the river, yes, that bridge landed in an area that was greenspace; it has some footings there and a ramp access there. I guess the question is: what was that site being used for before? Is it better or worse without the bridge in place? Are we taking away from public access? I know that was a State Government project and State Government land, but if these assets are designed effectively, we can really improve the public realm and people’s accessibility and create a real asset there. 

I don’t necessarily see that people will view this as a loss of parkland but more an improvement in the accessibility of the area and an investment in the area that lifts the area, that supports the needs of local residents in an area, rather than viewing it in a negative way which is: well, there’s a bridge landing in a Council park. This is overall well received by the community. As Councillor SRI would have seen from the initial round of consultation that we did, and as I pointed out before, his residents are very keen to see this infrastructure progressed. They’re keen to be involved in the process, and they support the construction of these green bridges as well. So, there can be a win-win—

Chair:
LORD MAYOR, your time has expired. 

Final question?

Councillor OWEN.
Question 11
Councillor OWEN:
Thank you. My question is to the Chair of Public and Active Transport Committee, Councillor MURPHY. 
TransLink have notified Council that the Inner Northern Busway will soon be closed to allow for Cross River Rail construction. Can you please outline the impact this closure will have on Brisbane residents, particularly those commuting to the CBD (Central Business District)?

Chair:
Councillor MURPHY.

Councillor MURPHY:
Yes, thanks very much, Chair, and thanks, Councillor OWEN, for the question. I know what an avid follower of the Cross River Rail eNewsletter you are, and when you got that notification, you were right on to this one, as was I. As you know, Councillor OWEN, our city centre right now is the heart of major projects, like Cross River Rail; we’ve got Queen’s Wharf as well, the new performing arts venue, the Neville Bonner Bridge, as well as Council’s own game-changing public transport project, the Brisbane Metro.


We’ve also got private developments like Dexus’ proposal for our city’s waterfront that are getting closer to kicking off each and every day. Council has been proactively working with State departments and Government agencies like TransLink, QUU (Queensland Urban Utilities) and QPS (Queensland Police Service) to ensure a coordinated approach to all of the major construction activity in our city centre to mitigate the impacts on our network.


One of those major projects that Council has been working with the State Government on, and in particular, Cross River Rail and TransLink, is Roma Street, the preparation for the demolition of the transit centre. As part of Cross River Rail, the busway there will be put underground, including 650 metres of the Inner Northern Busway. So, from tomorrow morning, Wednesday 13 May, the inbound lanes in Roma Street will be closed eastbound between Countess and Herschel Streets to allow for the demolition of the Transit Centre coach ramps, as well as the bus stops to be installed for bus diversion when the Inner Northern Busway closes.


Those inbound lanes will then reopen over the weekend from next Monday for 15 weeks, or just over three months. The Roma Street Bus Station and the Inner Northern Busway will be closed, and all buses will be diverted. As we all know, Roma Street is a major interchange in our city’s network for buses, north and south of the river, as well as the rail network. In May last year, Cross River Rail reported that, on average, 19,000 people used the Roma Street Bus Station each and every weekday. 


To allow for Cross River Rail works, from next Monday for 15 weeks at least, buses will be diverted from Roma Street Bus Station. For Council, this means 43 routes will be affected inbound, and 37 routes outbound. There’s also four district routes that will be impacted. In terms of the impacts on passengers, while the Inner Northern Busway is closed, all bus services will be diverted on to Roma Street between Skew Street and King George Square Busway Station, and services will stop at on-street bus stops. 


Passengers using those services will now stop on Roma Street and instead of there being a lead stop, they will be separated into two or three distinct stops in each direction. Currently passengers travelling through the Roma Street Busway Station can access real time information, but from next Monday, real time information will not be provided at the on-street stops. Instead, information will be on blades. 


To help with traffic flow and bus movements due to the closure, bus lanes will be added on Roma Street in both directions. More time will be allocated to the signals at the portal near the King George Square entrance, and signals along Roma Street will also be retimed. While traffic on our roads is still quite low due to COVID-19, the additional time to Council’s running schedule is expected to be able to be managed within our contract. However, as restrictions continue to ease and students return to school, Council will be monitoring the impacts to our network.


Under normal traffic conditions, 2,300 trips per weekday would have required additional running time due to the works and diversion affecting passengers right across our bus network. Under normal conditions, the diversions would add up to seven minutes for most services, with some trips estimated to see increases in running times of between nine and 11 minutes. 

Now, whilst this is a State Government project that is causing the closure, Council will be monitoring bus diversion, and will continue to work with the Government and TransLink particularly as traffic continues to increase on our roads and the network picks up again. Council has also been working with the State Government and the Cross River Rail team to ensure that the new Roma Street Bus Station includes capacity for Brisbane Metro. 

The turn-up-and-go Brisbane Metro will connect 18 stations between Eight Mile Plains and Roma Street, with peak services running every three minutes and off‑peak every five minutes. Council is focused on investing in a project that is going to continue to revolutionise our city’s transport network, working with Cross River Rail. We’re very sorry that there will be an impact to our customers during these disruptions, but we assure Brisbane commuters that this is a bit of short-term pain for long-term gain, when both projects come to fruition. Thank you, Chair.

Chair:
Thank you. 
Thank you, Councillors; that concludes Question Time. 
Councillors, I draw to your attention item 4, the consideration of Committee—excuse me.

Councillor CASSIDY.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Thanks, Chair. I just have a point of order. 

I’d just like to move the suspension of Standing Orders to enable me to move an urgency motion. I understand there is a procedure to send this through—do you want me to do that first or after I read that out?

Chair:
Would you please read it first and then email it through?
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At that juncture, Councillor Jared CASSIDY moved, seconded by Councillor Kara COOK, that the Standing Rules be suspended to allow the moving of the following motion(
That Brisbane City Council urgently develop a mobility plan to ensure Brisbane residents have access to safe pedestrian and cycling facilities as COVID-19 restrictions are eased.

Chair:
I have an urgency motion on the topic of mobility—I believe that’s being distributed.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Chair, that’s to councilandcommittees@brisbane.qld.gov.au?

Chair:
I believe—yes, it is.

Councillor CASSIDY:
I’ll send that right now.

Chair:
And that will be distributed from that email to all Councillors. All right. My apologies; just bear with us ever so slightly to make sure this works.


That’s being distributed now. I will commence your three minutes of urgency—so, an urgency motion moved by Councillor CASSIDY, seconded by Councillor COOK; Councillor CASSIDY, please limit your comments to why the matter is urgent, why it must be dealt with at the moment. Three minutes.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Thanks very much, Chair. I think this issue is very urgent because we haven’t seen from this Council here in Brisbane the kind of leadership that we’ve seen in cities around the world, and around Australia for that matter, whether they be small towns and cities here in Australia and in countries around the world, or large cities like London, or large sister cities of Brisbane like Auckland. We’ve seen them take swift action to not only deal with moving people during the COVID-19 global pandemic but also develop plans to move people as we emerge from the COVID‑19 global pandemic.


What we’ve seen during this pandemic is more and more Brisbane residents are taking up cycling and walking in increasing numbers. They are voting with their feet. They are taking their own initiative as a community to change the way in which our city operates and our city moves, but we haven’t seen this Administration and this Council take the action and show the leadership of a civic organisation in meeting the needs of the community going forward. 


So, as we see those restrictions—as it’s been talked about plenty today, being eased and more people are being encouraged to get out and about, we see Council take reactive measures in opening up existing Council infrastructure to uses of, you know, that we’ve seen previously. But what we need to do is open up Council infrastructure to new uses, to encourage people to walk and cycle more. This is a once in a lifetime opportunity to re-organise our city a re‑organise people into how they move around our city. We’ve seen it at State and national level. The conversations about the response, whether they be economic or social responses to this crisis, this is an opportunity for us to reset. 

We think this is an opportunity for us to re-set the way in which this city operates and this city moves. However, to date we haven’t seen that kind of leadership, and we think it’s incumbent on a council, and as we said many weeks ago to the LORD MAYOR, we are ready and willing to act in a bipartisan way, and we think establishing a mobility plan to ensure Brisbane residents have good and safe access as we emerge from the COVID-19 crisis to real choices when it comes to actively travel should be a real priority.

People are demanding, and rightly demanding, at the moment that all levels of government work with and for them when they develop their responses to the COVID-19 crisis, and we think this would be a very positive step in working with the community to reorganising the way in which we move as a city.

Chair:
Thank you. 
I will now put the resolution on the matter of urgency.

The Chair submitted the motion for the suspension of the Standing Rules to the Chamber and it was declared lost on the voices.

Thereupon, Councillors Jared CASSIDY and Kara COOK immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared lost.
The voting was as follows:

AYES: 7 -
The Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Jared CASSIDY, and Councillors Kara COOK, Peter CUMMING, Steve GRIFFITHS, Charles STRUNK, Jonathan SRI and Nicole JOHNSTON.

NOES: 20 -
The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, and Councillors Greg ADERMANN, Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Tracy DAVIS, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, Sarah HUTTON, Sandy LANDERS, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, Peter MATIC, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Angela OWEN, Steven TOOMEY and Andrew WINES.

Chair:
I will now move to item 4 on the agenda—

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Yes, Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, Mr Chair, just on a procedural matter regarding attendance at Council; last week I raised with you the issue of who the seven participants in the meeting—

Chair:
I recall; I recall. I apologise for—

Councillor JOHNSTON:
—and there’s only four listed in the Minutes. So, I’m just wondering what the discrepancy is. They are showing five today. You did say you would get back to us, and I have to check the Minutes. It doesn’t add up.

Chair:
Yes. I believed—I was of the understanding that that was published. The five individuals are the supporting Clerks as well as the attending officer, and then the streaming service are the five. So, three plus one plus one—five. Okay?

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Point of order. Thank you, Mr Chair, but my question related to the seven people attending the meeting last week. So, can you offer any clarity on that?

Chair:
All right. At this point, I cannot, but I am always happy to provide the information when it’s available to me. So, I will ask the Clerks to provide further information to me on that, who were the three that were not identified. But always recall that one of them at the very least is the service that provides the streaming, because this is on YouTube. So, there is an IT service that is viewed as a non-video participant that is doing that as well. Okay, all right. 

I will now move to item 4: Consideration of the Committee reports. 
CONSIDERATION OF COMMITTEE REPORTS:

ESTABLISHMENT AND COORDINATION COMMITTEE

The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR (Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER), Chair of the Establishment and Coordination Committee, moved, seconded by the DEPUTY MAYOR (Councillor Krista ADAMS), that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 4 May 2020, be adopted. 

Chair:
Is there any debate? 

LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Yes, thanks, Mr Chair. Before I move on to other matters, I just wanted to respond to that pathetic attempt that we just saw from the Opposition in terms of quite clearly not having an agenda when it comes to building a better Brisbane or improving public and active transport. 


We saw them go into the recent election with no plans whatsoever. They spent all their time on negative tacts. They had an opportunity just a matter of weeks ago to provide an alternative agenda, and Councillor CASSIDY had the hide to talk about a reactive approach just before. Talk about a reactive approach—the Opposition with no ideas and no plans coming up with a motion asking us to develop a plan. Well, news flash, Councillor CASSIDY, we have a plan, and we’ve had a plan for a long time. That plan includes the biggest investment in public and active transport that the city has ever seen.


Transformative projects like Brisbane Metro, which is now under way; transformative projects like new green bridges, record investment in bikeways and active travel—

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
No, no, no interjections, please. 
LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
That’s been a big part of our agenda always, and will continue to grow and grow. In fact, with the investment we’re planning in new bridges, new green bridges, we will see the biggest investment in walking and cycling infrastructure that any Administration has ever made in the city’s history, and it’s rightly so, because we know that a lot of the missing connections are cross-river connections, and that will really transform the way people move around. 


It will reduce car trips on the road; it will create a fitter, healthier and more active community, and as we saw from the business case from the first of the green bridge projects, the Kangaroo Point pedestrian and cycling bridge, it will help reduce up to 82,000 car trips on the road, and has a great return to the city in terms of active travel and traffic congestion and health benefits. 


So, this is our plan. It includes things like Move Safe as well. Back in 2018, we initiated the Move Safe program, and there’s been a range of improvements continually rolled out in that respect. So, Councillor CASSIDY, wake up; there is a plan. We’ve gone way past having plans; we’re actually delivering results. So, for you to come in here and suggest that Council has to urgently develop a plan—well, we have a plan, and we’re not reactive like you. We are getting on with the job of improving active transport infrastructure for the city, and we will continue to do so. 

There’s some great things happening, whether it’s the simple things like I announced today, which is the need for pedestrians to press the button at traffic signals in the CBD. We removed that during COVID-19, and I announced today that, in the CBD, that will continue to be an ongoing fixture of our city going forward, making the need for pedestrians in the CBD to press the button to cross the road now a thing of the past. So that we’re really supporting people’s ability and desire to move around the city in that way. That’s just one of so many things that we’re doing.

We will continue to invest in reducing traffic congestion by investing in public and active transport infrastructure. It has been a part of our plan for a long time. We have a plan. We will continue to implement that plan. But, Councillor CASSIDY, if your side wants to develop a plan, that would be long overdue. You can do that. You can sit down, and you can try and find out why you lost all of those votes to the Greens in the recent election, and maybe that will help you come up with a plan to get back some of those voters that you lost by not having a plan and by having an entirely negative approach in the recent election.

In the meantime, we will continue delivering better public and active transport to the city and the upgrades that will really make a difference, and we make no apology for—

Councillor interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
—in those initiatives. 

Chair:
No interjections. 

LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair. Moving on, so today marks International Nurses Day. I know that all of us are very grateful for the work that nurses do, not only in the current time but always, at all times. They provide such a critical role in our community and our healthcare system, and it’s an opportunity for us all to say thank you and to recognise the critical work that our nurses do. Whether it’s nurses in Queensland Health, whether it’s nurses in private practice and medical centres, even the nurses that work for Council providing our immunisation services, we just want to say thank you. We are Queensland’s largest single provider of vaccinations as a Council, with more than 50,000 vaccinations performed every year. 

In fact, my first ever memory of Brisbane City Council and City Hall was not a positive one. It was when my mother brought me here into City Hall to get a needle when I was a baby, but I am thankful that she did that. I am no anti‑vaxxer. I appreciate the role that our nurses perform, and today we also thank you. I know there will be a number of assets lit up across the city in blue, including some State Government assets as well, so please take the opportunity to say thank you to our nurses.

I just also wanted to give you an update on the bushfire rates appeal that we announced last year during that horrible bushfire season. We reactivated the opportunity for people to donate their $15 quarterly rates discount to the Lord Mayor’s Charitable Trust which would then in turn work to provide support to charities and organisations in need from the bushfire crisis that we had earlier in the year and late last year. So far we’ve seen more than $56,000 donated by thousands of Brisbane ratepayers. I think that’s a good outcome, given the tough economic situation that we’re in at the moment. 

In this type of situation, when it comes to people’s home budgets, and the bills that they pay, we know that every dollar counts. So, for people to give generously in that way, it’s entirely optional, and I want to thank them for doing that, by donating more than $56,000 to date, and the number continues to increase each day.

As we always do, we’ll be lighting up Council assets this week in support of important community causes and educational campaigns. Today we had a booking for the Victoria Bridge and the Story Bridge to be lit up in teal for Food Allergy Awareness Month. Australia has one of the highest rates of allergies in the world. As part of Food Allergy Awareness Month, the awareness group TRIGGER wants to encourage people to learn about food allergies in particular.

Tomorrow—we will also see the Victoria Bridge and Story Bridge lit up in purple and blue to recognise Fibromyalgia International Awareness Day, and there are estimated to be 250,000 people in Australia suffering from ME (Myalgic Encephalomyelitis) or CFS (Chronic Fatigue Syndrome), including 24,000 in Brisbane. 

On Wednesday we’ll shine a light on Bladder Cancer Awareness Month with the Victoria Bridge and Story Bridge lit up in blue, purple and yellow, and the Queensland Bladder Cancer Initiative is a collaborative group led by the Queensland University of Technology, working to raise awareness of this often forgotten form of cancer. 

May also marks Lung Health Awareness Month, and we’re raising the awareness of this particular important organ in the body and the importance of lung health and also the symptoms of lung disease which can be many. Lung disease affects approximately 7 million Australians as the second leading cause of death in the country. To show our support, the Victoria and Story bridges, along with the Tropical Dome at Mt Coot-tha, will be lit up in green as well.

The items in front of us today—item A, which is the contracts and tendering report, which outlines all of the significant contracts awarded in the month of February 2020. As Councillors would recall, a lot has happened since February, but the work of Council continues, and important projects and investment in contracts continues, including some important work on the North West Transport Corridor business case technical services commission where—

Chair:
LORD MAYOR, your time has expired.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you. Can I get an extension of time?

Councillor interjecting.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Point of order.

Chair:
Yes.
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At that point, the LORD MAYOR was granted an extension of time on the motion of the DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista Adams, seconded by Councillor Sarah HUTTON.

Chair:
LORD MAYOR, 10 minutes. 

LORD MAYOR, your microphone. Could you just—your microphone is not working there.

LORD MAYOR:
Okay, here we go. Can everyone hear me?

Chair:
Yes.

LORD MAYOR:
Yes? Excellent. Okay, I did want to take this opportunity to talk about the North West Transport Corridor business case which is some important long-term planning work that Council has taken a leadership role in, simply because the State Government, who is in fact responsible, has not done anything for decades. 


We’ve seen some very old lines on a map in some State Government plans which in some cases date back to the 1960s. Obviously we live in a different time and a different era, and our transport needs and needs of our city and our population are different now. So we’re taking the opportunity to take a leadership role in developing a new plan for the north-western suburbs of the city.


Unfortunately, we saw some people in the Labor Party take a very opportunistic view where they tried to use this as a political issue in the election. Shame on them. We’re doing the work that the Labor State Government won’t do. We’re making the investment and taking the leadership role that the Labor State Government won’t take, because they prefer to sit on their hands. 


But what we are looking at is how we can improve transport and infrastructure across all the different modes of travel, and what might be some really effective project proposals to come out of this, what are the ways that we can as a city put forward solutions that will help the residents of the north-western suburbs of Brisbane. We know they have been neglected by State Governments for many, many decades, and we’d like to see an end put to that.


So, we’re teaming up with the Federal Government, with the support of people like Peter Dutton, Trevor Evans, Luke Howarth, putting in towards some funding so that we can do this work and come up with a plan that will see us push forward and identify good projects to service those people in the north-western suburbs that have been neglected by the State Government. 


I know you, Mr Chair, are very passionate about it, as are many of our Councillors in this Chamber, and we’d like to see some great outcomes come out of that work. The first stage is obviously to do work on the business case and to do some technical work to inform our discussions and our planning going forward. Community consultation will be a big part of this. Personally I’d like to see, for example, options like how do we extend public and active transport out further to the north-western suburbs; how do we deal with some of those major bottlenecks where people are coming not only from the north western suburbs of Brisbane city itself, but also from other council areas, in particular, to the Moreton Bay Regional Council residents who each day come through Brisbane and add to traffic congestion. So, we’d like to look at options to progress projects that will help deal with some of those issues.


So, I commend this particular investment of money with Arup, and we know that Arup is a highly respected engineering and planning firm, and are looking forward to seeing some of the outcomes of their technical work.


Moving forward in the contracts and tendering report, item 6 is solar on bus depots, once again something that I am very proud to see happening, where we use our Council facilities and, indeed, the big rooftops of those bus garages to generate clean and green power that we use not only for our own purposes but to help reduce our carbon emissions and reduce our electricity costs. So that’s a great outcome, and of many Council facilities that has solar panels installed.


Moving forward, there’s the supply of playground equipment in Guyatt Park which will add to the investment in our parkland that we’re making, and a range of other projects which I won’t touch on now. But, moving to item B, we have the annual operations plan and progress report for the March quarter coming through today. This quarterly report will look quite different to what everyone in this Chamber is used to, as this report does not include the quarterly financial report.


Under the City of Brisbane Regulation, section 166, Council is required to provide an update to Council no later than every three months on the annual operational plan progress. Earlier this year we had to bring forward the December 2019 annual plan and progress update due to the upcoming caretaker period. This bring forward of the presentation obviously impacted on the timeframe, the three-month timeframe, and we’ve been in caretaker period for quite some time as well in recent times. So, the usual timeframes have been altered, which meant the three‑month deadline for the March 2020 annual operational plan update is due no later than today. So, this is the last possible date that it can come through to Council, and we’ve been delayed significantly as a result of the caretaker period.


So, Council will present this report, with the quarterly financials again in a couple of weeks’ time, which will be a more fulsome provision, including the financial reports. So, I’m just flagging that that will be coming within a matter of weeks so that everyone can see the information that they would usually see in this type of report. I look forward to being able to present that report in the coming weeks’ time. 


So, not only have we been affected by the caretaker period, but we also saw a peak of restrictions when it comes to COVID-19 and the ability of our Council officers to be in the office and work in a normal manner has been impacted as well, and that has impacted on not only things like financial reports but also a number of projects that have been delayed as a result of the new work environments with restrictions.


So, we will see that impact of COVID-19 and also the caretaker period flow through in terms of this report and the financial statements that you will receive in the coming weeks. Thank you, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Further speakers?


Councillor CASSIDY.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Thanks very much, Chair. It’s good to be back in Council for our second week here, because sometimes you forget what people are really like. I’d forgotten how pity and negative and nasty this LORD MAYOR can be, Chair, sometimes. But talking to the two items on the E&C report here, starting with contracts and tendering, this is the second week we’ve had lots of contracts come through Council. While the LORD MAYOR gave a very small amount of detail on a couple of these contracts, I think given that we are talking about 19 contracts to 50 different companies totalling up to over $33 million worth of ratepayers’ money, it is important that the ratepayers of Brisbane get an overview of what their money is being spent on. They demand transparency about what Council spends their money on, and they should be given transparency about what Council spends their money on.


They have no access to understand what is in these documents, other than what comes through Council. So, if they’re tuning in here today, they would expect to get an explanation on some of these things. So, when you look through the report, Chair, as all of these Councillors on this Zoom meeting would have, there is very little information that is contained in here as to how this $33 million worth of ratepayers’ money is being spent. 


So, I took the time to go up to level 23 of Brisbane Square and look at the files that came to this Council meeting. I’m not sure how many other Councillors do that regularly. People would be surprised—and I’m sure some Councillors would be surprised—to find out that there is absolutely nothing in the files that accompany these papers that come to this Council meeting. So, when you go up to the CEO’s (Chief Executive Officer) office and inspect those files, all that is contained is the same documents that are presented to this Council here.


So, given they’re significant amounts of money, I have a series of questions that I will pose to the LORD MAYOR and to Chairs, and I’m sure they’ll be able to answer those on behalf of Council to the people of Brisbane. So, questions like: did Civic Cabinet seek assurance that these projects won’t be delayed by supply chain issues due to COVID-19 impacts? Contract 1 is $115,270 for Loud Events for the management of waste minimisation at festivals. What are the details of these events they’re being contracted to deliver? Where are these events going to be held? Have there been any impacts on the delivery due to COVID-19? 


We heard a little bit about the North West Transport business case from the LORD MAYOR. What exactly is going to be examined for the $3.5 million that he spoke about to Arup? There’s $300,000 to various companies for independent assurance review services—no details on that. What projects will these businesses provide assurance reviews on, and who will they report to? Will these reports be publicly available?


Contract 4 is over $700,000 for water main relocation at Wynnum Road and Norman Avenue, Norman Park. What is involved in this project? Contract 5 is $1.4 million for landfill gas flaring and gas field management at closed landfill sites. This is a very important project. What closed landfill sites will be affected, and how are these gases being managed?


The LORD MAYOR mentioned contract 6, $370,000 for solar on bus depots. Which bus depots are included? How many panels? How much energy is expected to be generated? What is the aim for these? Is it cost savings purely, or is it to achieve Council’s carbon neutral goals?


Contract 7 is half a million dollars for a large mobile scalping screen. Is this an additional scalping screen or to replace an existing one? How will it be used? Is it part of a particular project, or for ongoing Council work? Contract 8, nearly $1.5 million for the early works on the intersection upgrade of Montague and Victoria Streets. What work will be done at this stage of works? Does this include the removal of the fig trees at this location, given there have been concerns raised by the local community there?


Contract 9, nearly $300,000 for two electric footpath sweepers. Similar to previous contracts, are these additional or new ones? This is a significant amount of public money on two footpath sweepers, so will these just be in inner city locations or out in the suburbs as well? Contract 11, the LORD MAYOR mentioned Guyatt Park. What will be done for the $280,000? Are we confident the supplier won’t be impacted by supply chain issues as other playground upgrades have been?


Contract 12, over $3.2 million to scrutinise the building of the Brisbane Metro vehicles, aka the banana buses. We know the costs have already doubled on these vehicles before one of these vehicles has even been built. What is being done to make sure these vehicles will progress, and what reports will be delivered to Council on this $3.2 million expenditure?


Contract 13, over $400,000 to replace the Gresham Street Bridge gas relocation works. What exactly is being done there? What is the scope of the works, and how will that impact on that project? Contract 14, nearly $1 million for a development alert system. Your blueprint for Brisbane document released in June 2018 promised an alert system within 18 months so residents would be able to stay up to date with developments. It is now nearly two years on from this, and we are still waiting. We can only surmise that this might be part of that project, but given there is no other information here, an explanation on that one would be great.


Contract 15, nearly $400,000 to the Federal Government for 12 months’ worth of work hosting Council’s corporate website. What service does that exactly include? There was no tender for this service, so were private operators considered for this or was only the Federal Government’s system included in this contract? Contract 16, $563,000 for a booking, ticketing and online payment system. What will this system deliver to the people of Brisbane, and what protections are proposed for people using this online booking system?


Contract 17, over $300,000 for integration platform as a service, services. I think everyone would probably want to know what that one means. Integration platform as a service, services, again. Contract 18, provision of property valuation consultancy and professional services. What exactly is going to be delivered as part of those? And contract 19, this single contract alone represents almost half of the $33 million in ratepayers’ money in these contracts before us today. Nearly $14.5 million has been set aside to move SAP software to a cloud‑based system. What exactly is being delivered for this $14.5 million? We know this Administration’s track record when it comes to IT systems, so what assurances are in place that this will not be running over budget and it won’t result in terrible legal spats?


So, there’s some questions that can’t be answered when you pull the file up in the CEO’s office. LORD MAYOR, through you, Mr Chair, I think when it comes to this amount of money, people deserve a bit of explanation.

Now, on the Annual Operational Plan Progress report for the period ending March 2020, I assume a lot of these projects that we’re seeing here delayed are just going to be re-announced in the Mayor’s upcoming budget, and will be somehow packaged up as a response to the COVID-19 crisis as new projects, but we can see here there’s a whole heap of these which are not going to be new projects, which are delayed projects. 


When it comes to the safe school travel infrastructure, we know that the LORD MAYOR can find $4 million to advertise himself in the lead-up to an election, but he can’t find enough money to keep kids safe. When you look at a safe school travel initiative right near my ward, in Councillor LANDERS’ ward, at Bracken Ridge State School, we see that the construction estimates exceeded available funding, and now being planned for 2020-2021, subject to funding availability. Or, in fact, keep anyone safe. When you look at CitySafe project delays as a result of revised delivery schedule, with now construction being delayed another year on that project.


When it comes to boardwalk rehabilitation, we assumed the LORD MAYOR couldn’t find any decking material in Australia. I would be willing to wager it probably comes from China. Cultural Centre Riverwalk project is delayed due to procurement of decking materials. I didn’t know it was that hard to find decking materials here in Australia. So that now has been pushed out to June 2021.


The much-vaunted green future fund that we’ve heard about from Councillor ALLAN earlier today, we know that that so-called $20 million of money that’s coming from CBIC is supposed to be spent on a green fund. We see here that projects that were supposed to be funded by it are now being delayed by a whole year—lighting of dog off-leash areas—and we know the Victoria Park project that was to be funded out of that as well has been delayed. So we can only assume that this money is now being used to plug a serious black hole in the LORD MAYOR’s budget.

Chair:
Councillor CASSIDY, your time has expired. 

Councillor CASSIDY:
I’d appreciate an extension.
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At that point, the Leader of the Opposition, Councillor Jared CASSIDY was granted an extension of time on the motion of Councillor Charles STRUNK, seconded by Councillor Steve GRIFFITHS.

Chair:
Please continue, 10 minutes.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Thanks, Chair. I won’t take the whole 10. People are relieved. 


In the timing of delivery and upgrading neighbourhood parks, another one of these, we know here and we heard from Councillor GRIFFITHS earlier about this issue, that a series of important neighbourhood parks being upgraded, and one of those is in my ward, Decker Park in Brighton, are now being delayed because this Administration’s decision to source playground material from overseas. In this case, it is from Europe. There are no other details included in here. The other ones are at Freney Street Park, Rocklea, and Nudgee Beach Reserve, Nudgee.


Now, I know the Decker Park playground pretty well, and I know the works that were planned there are nothing particularly special. They are special to the community, because they would love to see their local park upgraded, which is one of the most well-used parks along the foreshore of the Sandgate-Brighton area, but it’s not so special that these playground components couldn’t be sourced and used from Australian made or Brisbane made or somewhere in Queensland made equipment. 

We’re seeing, because of the decision made by this Administration, and this isn’t due to the community asking for something in particular or a Councillor, in my case, asking for something in particular, these were capital funded projects that, because this equipment is being purchased from overseas, are now being delayed. These are decisions that this Council is making in terms of procurement, that this LORD MAYOR talks big about his Buy Local program, but we’re seeing decisions made by him in this program is seeing vital community infrastructure let go.  


When it comes to the green waste recycling service, this is a woeful, woeful result for this Administration. If they had actually spent money on ads, advertising Council services and how to access those Council services, and the value of accessing good Council services like green waste recycling, instead of stupid ads on TV where you’ve got a dog with its tongue hanging out of a window telling people that Council is spending money resurfacing a road, like that’s something new, Council resurface roads every day of the week, every week of the year, every year, we might have actually seen a better uptake. But what is being projected here now, instead of 12,000 households signing up to this service, only 9,000 households are going to be signing up to this service. So, that is a terrible result on this LORD MAYOR’s watch. 


Yet again, another Story Bridge delay. This is a project on the Story Bridge, ongoing upgrade project that has to be done and redone and redone, because of the terrible management of this project. Any road that this LORD MAYOR gets near, we know gets delayed and we know there are cost blowouts here. This one is on fire safety. So, this work now has been delayed by an entire year. It was a priority repair, and we just hope that this isn’t going to impact on the safety of users of the Story Bridge. 


So, on balance, without the Administration providing adequate information when it comes to how $33 million is being spent of ratepayers’ money on these contracts, and the terrible management of Council’s projects and budget, we won’t be supporting these two items.

Chair:
Further speakers?

Councillor MARX:
Yes, thank you, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Councillor MARX.

Councillor MARX:
Thank you, Mr Chair; I wish to speak on items A and B very briefly. Item A was the event management of the waste minimisation festivals 2020 to 2022. As it states here in the paperwork, Loud Events were awarded the contract in February 2020 to assist in the delivery of the waste minimisation events. They have achieved the highest value for money at 77.10, and the first of these events that they were contracted to do was to be held on 22 May 2020 and would have been focused on the Love Food Hate Waste campaign. 


Obviously, unfortunately due to COVID-19, this event has now been postponed, and with no further date identified for the delivery. In addition to this event, Loud Events were also contracted to deliver the REVIVE Second-hand Fashion Festival which, as we all know, is one of the most popular festival events that we have. That is scheduled for 23 August 2020. That event hasn’t been cancelled at this stage, but they are looking at maybe potentially postponing it until November 2020 in light of the impacts of the COVID-19. 

So, these are the sort of things that are going to continue to happen for some months to come, I would suggest. Events as we all know, as local Councillors, we have had money put aside for different groups to hold different events, and because of circumstances well beyond their control, we’ve either postponed or cancelled. In these two cases, they’re postponed, so I look forward to those events being carried out when we’re able to.


Item B, as I mentioned, the partnering for safer schools, I just want to talk about that one very briefly. Warrigal Road, Eight Mile Plains, the construction of projects is on hold following consultation. This, as always, is all in the timing. This is a project that was originally in Councillor HUANG’s ward, with Warrigal Road being one of his schools. It came over to me at the redistribution. Obviously, we’ve been in caretaker mode. 


There was an issue with a local resident who wasn’t particularly happy with how the construction of things were going to happen. The school was very keen to have some consultation happening. So, the decision was made due to the timing of it all with the handover to put the project on hold until we could do some further consultation. So that’s what’s happened. Obviously, as the LORD MAYOR stated, the funding will just be absorbed back into the budget and we will see that reflected in the budget this year when that comes out. Thank you, Chair.

Chair:
Further speakers?


Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, thank you, Mr Chair. I would like to speak on items A and B. Hopefully I’ll have enough time to cover both of them. I, too, noted with some interest the extensive number of projects that have been brought through Stores Board during I think this is for the month of February, which is quite interesting. 


Firstly, can I just say it’s fascinating, isn’t it, the LORD MAYOR is prepared to spend $3.5 million plus—because this is just the initial seed funding from Council—for the North West Transport Network business case, which he said will look at all modes of transport, because the north-western suburbs have been neglected. Well, there’s another part of Brisbane that’s being neglected, and that’s the south-western suburbs of Brisbane, and I don’t see any funding coming for those important projects, particularly around transport—whether that’s pedestrians, cyclists or vehicles—that are needed.


It’s really interesting to hear the LORD MAYOR talk about how important this is for the city, yet that same investment is not being made in the south western suburbs. We can’t even get a little refuge with funds that aren’t going to be expended this year for Tennyson Ward in Graceville. So that’s really disappointing. 


I also noted—I had to look up what a scalping screen was—and it is a big piece of industrial machinery which I presume is probably related to road construction or something. So, I, too, would like to know what it’s going to be used for, whether it’s project related or whether it’s going to form part of our ordinary course of business. 


I also certainly have concerns about the project verification services for the Brisbane Metro vehicles. Councillors will recall that late last year that the matter was brought to Council for one Metro vehicle. We approved $7.2 million in expenditure for the one Metro vehicle, and today I guess we’re seeing the first tranche of that expenditure—I don’t know if it’s related to that or if it’s related to something else, in addition to the $7.2 million, so that would be really interesting to clarify from my point of view, I guess, when the LORD MAYOR sums up. Is this $3.2 million to check on the construction of the one Metro vehicle for $7.2 million, or is this actually related to construction of the one actual Metro vehicle for $7.2 million? If not, that’s one very electric bus which will be costing nearly $11 million for Council.


I took the opportunity in my budget submission, having reflected a lot over this during the election campaign and last year—I’ve had concerns about Metro all the way through. In my view, in the current circumstances, this would present a unique opportunity to revise the scope of this project. Clearly there are components of it that are vitally important and certainly improving bus facilities underneath—I think we’ve gone back to going underneath QPAC (Queensland Performing Arts Centre) and improving connections for the transport of buses in and out of the city is very valuable. 

But whether or not we need to spend—and this is one Metro vehicle, remember, and the LORD MAYOR I think he said there’s going to be 60 if this goes ahead—they’re unproven technology in Australia. We don’t know how they’re going to work, and I think this would be a great chance to revise the scope of the Metro project, to deliver the essential components of it, because the LORD MAYOR has already announced it’s blown out by $200 million, and it really hasn’t even got started yet. 

I am extremely concerned that the LORD MAYOR will continue to cut essential projects, smaller projects in the city, to try and cover the additional cost that associated with the Metro project. So, I urge the LORD MAYOR, through you, Mr Chair, to revise the scope of the Metro project. There are important major components of it, and I think it would be a great opportunity just to scale it back a bit. My suggestion in the budget submission was to look at ordinary buses running along this line, rather than going to the massive expense as proposed.

I also had concerns with all of the IT projects, a huge expenditure on IT projects, that are proposed in this. Certainly, you cannot trust the Administration about the delivery of IT projects. Then, when you go and look at the operational plan, you can see why, because in there they’re already rolling over, say optimise light, they’re rolling it over. There are delays. 

They say, trust us. There’s no information; you can’t look for any details about these contracts, yet they’re prepared to spend millions and millions of dollars on IT projects that we really don’t necessarily see how effective they are. It’s certainly not technology that we as Councillors at the coalface—we provide a lot of customer services—we still have to manually enter information into our link. It then goes up to one of the regional business centres and then another person manually re-enters the information we put in the computer in our offices into the Council system, because our Council office systems are not compatible with Council’s internal IT systems.

Now, that’s just for logging a job. Then the problem becomes: how do you check on these things? Well, again, you’ve still got to ring up your local Council officers and get them to look it up, because we also have no access or availability to local Council matters. So, I don’t see necessarily that there are great customer service outcomes that are being shared by the 27 of us that are at the coalface of how this Council undertakes interactions with the public.

Certainly, with respect to the dysfunctional operational plan—and look, I completely understand that COVID-19 has dramatically impacted on the current environment, but we don’t have any details about that. We’ve not had a briefing from the LORD MAYOR; we’ve not had a briefing from the CEO. The provision of the quarterly reports has been delayed. There’s not been even any confidential information provided to us, and that would have been very useful in my view in helping formulate our budget submissions and where we could make adjustments or perhaps offer more suggestions about how expenditure could be reduced. 

But the annual plan, which is for January through to March, so mostly it was business as usual until sort of roughly mid-March. So, for 95% of the quarter that we are discussing today, it was business as usual for Council. The absolute destruction of the way in which this Council is going about its ordinary business, by the incompetent Administration Councillors, and they’re all still there. 

I note a couple of the new ones who’ve been appointed to Civic Cabinet sort of going their Sergeant Schultz routine today—no, it’s not me, it’s not me—they’ve all been sitting on the back bench except Councillor HUTTON and Councillor ADERMANN. They’ve all been sitting on the back bench sticking their hands up and voting yeah every single time this LNP Administration expended money. No: ooh, I’m a bit concerned about that. 

What do we see here? Brisbane infrastructure is appalling—appalling. There are so many projects that have just been cancelled, and this is in the last quarter, so this is before COVID-19. You know, really simple projects around construction of bikeways and school infrastructure, culverts; you know, it’s just absolutely phenomenal. Parks—really simple parks projects, you know, and then you get the sort of delay with just delivering playgrounds, you know; it’s just absolutely shocking. 

But the worst thing—and I’m putting this on the record briefly—I absolutely am appalled that this Council is cutting grass mowing services. There is, in this plan today, provision to cut four of the usual cuts out of the Council program for this year in our parks and our roadsides. Councillor MARX, I don’t know what you are doing. I, in good faith, met with you during the week, and yet I rock up to Council—

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON—excuse me, Councillor JOHNSTON—

Councillor JOHNSTON:
—and you’ve cut the funding.

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON, please refer to Councillors in the third person.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, oh thank you, I’ve got more time. So, it’s just not good enough that this Administration is slashing mowing. Mowing in my ward and other wards, the wards I’ve inherited, from Moorooka Ward as well, it is shocking. We’ve got metres high grass in parks. It is absolutely appalling. To cut mowing services, which is what is proposed in this budget, is absolutely shocking.

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON, your time has expired.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
I do not support it.

Chair:
Further speakers?


Councillor ADAMS.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair, and I would like to speak on item A, contracts and tendering. Unfortunately, Councillor CASSIDY wasn’t interested in contract 14, but I am, and I would like to advise the Chamber around the Development.i contract that has come out directly from an action in Brisbane’s Future Blueprint. So, it came under the engagement and—

Councillor CASSIDY:
Point of order.

Chair:
Point of order to you, Councillor CASSIDY.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Claim to be misrepresented.

Chair:
Noted. 
Councillor ADAMS.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Okay. Maybe I missed a quick question on contract 14. It came straight out of engage and power heading 6.2, create an alert system that makes it easier for residents to stay up to date with developments. So, what we see here today is the product selected, Development.i, that has been sourced from a company called allaboutXpert, or AAX. It was a product that was originally created by the Sunshine Coast Regional Council. Subsequently licensed by them to a Brisbane firm called allaboutXpert, as I mentioned, a positive example of local innovation and collaboration with the South East Queensland region. It has a local office and it uses local resources, but I think the most exciting part about this is this is a system that is going to be easier to use than what we currently have, the PD Online that really is becoming a legacy system. 


So, residents can search for development information on a map. Their searches can be saved. Currently, as you know as local Councillors, you have to manually re-enter the search every time you go onto PD Online. The system can send a daily email to people based on their saved searches. Currently people have to visit the site and re-do the search any time they want to get a catch-up on what’s happening. 


It’s also going to work well across multiple platforms. So, it includes mobile phones and tablets as well. As was indicated in the blueprint, the target was for the project to start within 18 months, and we are on target for it to be delivered by the end of this financial year. 


We are very, very happy. We’re working with the local supplier making sure that we’ve got a product that fits Council’s needs and, as I said, with a local supplier and local resources, we think the value for Council is good as well. The budget that you see today in the contracts includes all the vendor implementation costs, the vendor licensing costs, and the ISB implementation costs. The annual licence fee is comparable to that of PD Online, and we do anticipate lower support costs as well. 

So, not only are we getting great value for the Council; we will also be able to offer a vastly improved user experience for approximately the same cost. So, I recommend that contract to Chambers. Thank you, Stores Board, for moving forward on this.

Chair:
The misrepresentation, Councillor CASSIDY. 
Could you please limit your comments to the misrepresentation at hand? Please go ahead.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Yes, thanks, Chair. I certainly did raise questions about contract 14 and noted that the delay in coming up with this solution, and I’m sorry that Councillor ADAMS wasn’t listening.

Chair:
No worries, thank you very much. Your misrepresentation has been executed. 
Further speakers?


Councillor MACKAY.

Councillor MACKAY:
Thanks, Chair. I wish to speak about item A, specifically about Guyatt Park. As I have mentioned in Chambers previously, Guyatt Park has a long and important history in shaping the St Lucia that we know today. Originally, of course, the park site was a creek, and over the years Council and others have made embellishments and improvements for the good of Brisbane’s citizens. 

The park is a mecca for local families and students. It includes a bandstand, an outdoor gym, table tennis table, barbeques, toilet facilities, a CityCycle depot, numerous hydration points, a pedestrian avenue, large green spaces and a community noticeboard.


More recently, of course, the Guyatt Park CityCat terminal was rebuilt and launched to great fanfare. It was possibly the hottest day in the history of the city, but the crowds of people who attended the opening enjoyed the rides on the new double-decker CityCat, tours of the facilities and copious amounts of ice cream. That continues now, Chair, with the development of—

Chair:
Councillor MACKAY, your microphone. 
Councillor MACKAY, your microphone. Your microphone. 

Councillor MACKAY:
Can you hear me now?

Chair:
I can. Please proceed. 

Councillor MACKAY:
It keeps dropping out. One moment. I can’t hear you. Okay; are we okay now?

Chair:
Yes, we lost you just after the function for Guyatt Park. 

Councillor MACKAY:
All right. Thanks. Guyatt Park has two playgrounds, one fabulous set was launched not too long ago for the older primary aged kids, and it’s very popular. Also popular is what we call the toddler playground. In fact, it’s pretty much been loved to death, and that is one of the reasons, as part of the budget, that Guyatt Park received funding for improvements. The toddler playground will be rebuilt with exciting new elements and, importantly, shade. 


What I am most excited about is the Ninja Warrior course. Sounds fun, doesn’t it, Chair—and it will be. But it’s more than just fun. You see, Chair, St Lucia is and has been for many years home to an enormous number of university students, generally young, fitness loving people for whom typical playgrounds are tantamount to useless. That’s where the Ninja Warrior course comes in. It is, Chair, only a sobriquet. Really it is an outdoor fitness challenge course suitable for ages 12 and up.

You may have seen Channel 9’s Australian Ninja Warrior TV show, Chair, and it seems local residents did, too. When I went to the local community in October last year, the feedback was pretty clear. This is a very good lesson in community consultation practices, Chair. I went to the community and asked what they wanted to see in their park. I followed up, and I followed through. Clearly there is a need for activities and fitness facilities for high school ages and up. We know that, because that’s what the feedback told us.

So, it’s gratifying to know that the community is getting what they want, and Guyatt Park is getting a Ninja Warrior course and a new toddler playground. Chair, through you, Councillor CASSIDY would be pleased to know that we have chosen a space to provide the equipment. He may not know, Chair, but I’m sure you do, that a space equipment is Australian made, and they remain open and are actively checking COVID-19 advice—

Chair:
Councillor MACKAY, we lost your microphone again. 
Councillor MACKAY. Your microphone. 

Councillor MACKAY:
Honestly, I don’t know what’s going on with this. It happens remotely. I don’t know which bit you missed there, Chair, so I’ll just say that it’s gratifying to know that the community is getting what they want, Guyatt Park is getting a Ninja Warrior course, and a new toddler playground. Considering how popular—

Chair:
Councillor MACKAY, Councillor MACKAY, we’ve lost your—


Further speakers?

Councillor TOOMEY. 

Councillor TOOMEY:
Thank you, Chair. I’d like to speak on item A as well, and specifically contract 13. I must admit, listening to the Leader of the Opposition’s opening statements this morning, it’s very, very clear that his Committee members are definitely not talking to him about what’s happening in the Infrastructure Committee, and that is because one of the topics in this morning’s Committee presentation was indeed the Gresham Street bridge. 

In that Committee presentation, the Divisional Manager communicated to us that the project was on time; it was ahead of schedule, and in particular, the project has been quite successful in the way that the team, APA (APA Group), have used the reduction in traffic on Waterworks Road to achieve the work that they had to do. So, specifically the scope was to relocate the gas main, which is currently under the Gresham Street bridge, to 80 metres further down Waterworks Road, to go underneath Waterworks Road and connect to an existing main.

Yes, I can see you, Chair. I have everything on. But I can’t hear you. 

Councillors interjecting.
Councillor TOOMEY:
I can hear others; I can’t hear the Chair.

Chair:
Okay. What are we going to do?

Councillor TOOMEY:
I can hear you now, Chair. 

Councillor interjecting.
Councillor TOOMEY:
No, we can hear him.

Chair:
I’ve lost all of them.

Councillor TOOMEY: 
We can hear you, Chair. 

Councillor interjecting.
Chair:
All right, Councillor TOOMEY, yes, I’ve got you. 

Please proceed, Councillor TOOMEY.

Councillor TOOMEY:
Yes, sure. So, the Leader of the Opposition, if Councillor STRUNK had informed him, would have learnt that the relocation of the gas main from Gresham Street basically has to do with making the demolition of Gresham Street Bridge safe. 


In the time that the bridge was built, most of the services actually ran under the bridge. This project is about relocating the gas main away from the bridge so that the demolition can happen in a safe way. To Council’s credit, and also APA, the contractor that’s named in the contract papers before us, have successfully run that gas main underneath the road and have accommodated local residents’ concerns at the same time. So, I am very much for item 13 in the contract and tendering documents today, and I would encourage all the other Councillors here to give their support behind this contract and tendering, item A. Thank you, Chair. 

Chair:
Further speakers? 


Councillor McLACHLAN.

Councillor McLACHLAN:
Thank you, Mr Chair; I’d like to speak briefly to item A before us, to address some of the questions that have been raised. Thank you to those who have contributed. Congratulations to Councillor CASSIDY for finding his way to level 23 and great notes, Victoria—well written. 


The issues relating to the infrastructure portfolio that were raised by the Leader of the Opposition, I’ll just go through briefly. Some of these have been addressed very well, particularly the last item, contract 13, by Councillor TOOMEY. Thank you for those excellent notes there, Councillor TOOMEY, so I’ll be brief on that one. 


But contract number 2, bearing in mind that these are contracts that were issued during the caretaker period in February, so we’re talking about works that are already under way, and commenced during the caretaker period of Council. But contract—the second item there—the North West Transport Network business case technical services commission, I think everyone will be aware that this funding is coming from the $10 million commitment from the Federal Government. 

So, this is the first item of expenditure under the budget that’s been allocated to provide the business case through the Australian Government’s major project business case fund. So, this is a good process that we’re going through, a good process that we’re going through, contributing to looking at what’s required to provide for the North West Transport Network. The start of that process is to put up the business case to the Federal Government through its major project business case fund. So, a great process that’s under way, and that has commenced.  


Councillor CASSIDY asked about the Wynnum Road stage 1B, water main relocation works. This is a water main replacement as part of the project. It was a $712,000 project with Veolia to relocate a water main. It’s standard operating procedure in major infrastructure projects to have to relocate infrastructure that’s under the ground, and that’s what this is: the relocation of the water main that was required.


Those projects are never easy in themselves. You are quite often dealing with infrastructure that is buried in the ground that may not have been located during Dial Before You Dig because of the age of the asset, or the condition of the asset, or not being in precisely the right location according to plans that were laid down many, many, many years ago. But this is one of those elements that is required for that Wynnum Road work, and that’s under way—the water reticulation main relocation.

 
Councillor CASSIDY asked about the Montague Road and Victoria Street intersection upgrades, the early works. Yes, that’s a project that we’re committed to, like all these infrastructure projects, to help people get home quicker and safer. This is one of those important projects. Traffic data has shown that 16,000 vehicles per day travel through this intersection, including some 270 cyclists, and this is an important element of that work, again relating to the relocation of works in the ground—in this case, the QUU water main, and the APA gas infrastructure. So, these works have to be relocated, and then Telstra and other telecommunications providers also then have to provide services or works to move their infrastructure. 


So, these are the things this Administration is getting on with and doing, going through the process, letting the contracts that are required to undertake the work. There’s a focus sometimes by the Opposition about the surface condition of the road, what’s left at the end of the works. I keep reminding them, all the time, for all these projects: this is future proofing our city with major infrastructure works. A lot of it is under the ground. You don’t see it when you’re just looking at the macadam on the top. 

Contract number 13 has been well covered by Councillor TOOMEY. I won’t speak anymore to that one. This is again in that context, the gas relocation work, being done in conjunction with the replacement of an existing bridge crossing Gresham Street at Ashgrove, and again providing the things that this Administration is getting on and doing, allowing and getting people home quicker and safer, and providing updated infrastructure that meets the needs of this city in the 21st century. Thank you, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Further speakers?


Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Thanks, Chair. Just speaking really briefly on item A as well, regarding the Montague Road, Victoria Street intersection. I’m obviously very pleased that this project is proceeding, and I’m grateful to the Mayor and to the Chair of Infrastructure for their continued support for this essential intersection upgrade.  


Just for Councillor CASSIDY’s information, that particular intersection doesn’t involve removing any fig trees. You’re probably thinking of the much more controversial intersection down at Peel Street and Grey Street in South Brisbane. But it is probably worth noting that this Victoria Street intersection upgrade does involve removing a few small trees, and I guess it’s worth recognising that, even though those trees have been removed, I didn’t kick up a big fuss about them, because I think the project is essential and is in the public interest. I guess that’s probably a useful distinction to draw between some of the other projects I’ve objected to. 


So, it’s not that I’m militantly opposed to any removal of trees, but it’s simply if I don’t think the project stacks up and makes sense and it’s not worth doing it. I will just add, though, with this intersection upgrade the very high cost of this project, and the most recent estimate I’ve heard is a total of $11 million for this one set of traffic lights. That very high project cost arises in large part because of poor long‑term planning and a failure to anticipate the traffic needs along this corridor. 

I’m very, very concerned that we’re going to see a repeat of this entire situation further along the corridor, along Montague Road, in the vicinity of Kurilpa Street and Rogers Street. I want to put this on the LORD MAYOR’s radar very clearly, and on the radar of Councillor McLACHLAN as Chair of Infrastructure, and also draw it to the attention of Councillor Ryan MURPHY as Chair of Public and Active Transport, because many of the same issues that have arisen at the Victoria Street and Montague Road intersection, in terms of close proximity to a childcare centre, a major new supermarket and a lot of high density development as well as a high frequency bus stop are also present further south along Montague Road near the streets I mentioned just before, near Rogers Street, Kurilpa Street, Raven Street and, in fact, Ferry Road. 

That precinct is about to have a large new Woolworths developed, along with several thousand new apartments. Now, this Council to date has not identified or allocated any money for intersection upgrades in the vicinity of Ferry Road, Raven Street or Rogers Street. I anticipate that that is going cause serious issues with traffic congestion and pedestrian safety in the future. I have repeatedly requested that we at least initiate a corridor review for Montague Road, and develop a clear plan for how this corridor is going to evolve in the future, that includes intersections and bike lanes and all the rest. 

So, Councillor McLACHLAN, through the Chair, to you and also to the LORD MAYOR, it’s just really important that we don’t kick a can down the road. I’m pragmatic about the fact that you probably won’t have the money to allocate to traffic lights for that intersection in this particular financial year, but it is essential that you start the design work and start the forward planning, because the current plans for Montague Road simply involve widening the entire corridor to two lanes in each direction which the estimate I’ve had from one engineer and another traffic planner is that widening that corridor would cost approximately $200 million. That’s the Council’s current plan on the books. 

So, clearly that plan is not going to be feasible, and it isn’t going to have community support. So, now is the time to develop a new plan for the Montague Road corridor that considers the intersections that I’ve mentioned, and considers the broader safety issues, because, LORD MAYOR, otherwise you’re going to have to spend another $11 million further down the road because you didn’t plan ahead for it.

Right now there’s still an opportunity around that Ferry Road intersection to set aside additional land, to acquire sites before they are developed and before land values rise, so that you have more room to play with. But the current trunk allocations for road infrastructure at that end of Montague Road aren’t currently sufficient to enable future intersection works that I predict will be necessary. 

So, my very strong advice and strong request to you is that, in this coming financial year budget, you allocate money for a corridor study or a suburban corridor modernisation, or whatever project item you want to allocate the funding under, but you really do need to allocate some money to that entire Montague Road corridor and plan ahead for these intersections. Otherwise, just like with Victoria Street, you’re going to have to spend millions of dollars relocating services and struggling to find the space for an intersection upgrade when neighbouring sites have already developed.

So please do not make the same mistakes that Council has made with this intersection of Montague and Victoria. A lot of residents were flabbergasted when the Aldi shopping centre was approved next to this intersection without the requirement for traffic lights. If, at the time, traffic lights had been built as part of that Aldi development, it probably would have cost Council $500,000 to $1 million. Instead of spending that $500,000 to $1 million back then, Council neglected to include traffic lights, kick the can down the road and now this Council Administration is spending $11 million to deliver those lights. 

So, by the same token, right now, developers are building a big new Woolworths and thousands of apartments further along Montague Road near Ferry Road, and it would be much cheaper to plan ahead, allocate space, allocate funding for traffic lights now rather than letting the neighbouring sites develop densely and then finding that you have no room for services and no room to redesign the intersection down the track. 

I hope that makes sense, and I hope the Mayor will seriously consider this, because I’m not raising this to score political points or anything like that; I’m simply saying you will save a lot of money down the track if you allocate a bit of money towards planning and design now. Thanks. 

Chair:
Further speakers. 
I see no further speakers. 
LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Okay, here we go. Thank you, Mr Chair. Last week Councillor CASSIDY was quite subdued in the Council meeting, and in fact from memory he let other Councillors lead. Other Councillors asked questions in Question Time. He sat back, and I began to think that he had reflected on his approach as Leader of the Opposition and maybe was going to take a different approach going forward.


I thought maybe he would take a leaf out of his Federal Leader’s book, Albo (Anthony Albanese), and after the Labor Federal election loss last year, Albo promised policy integrity rather than opposition for opposition’s sake. So, I thought maybe we’d see that from the Opposition here in Council. But today we saw a complete full double‑down of the negative approach that Councillor CASSIDY has brought to the table from day one as Leader of the Opposition. It is clear that, not only has he not changed that approach, that he has intended to double-down on it and be even more negative than ever before. I think that’s disappointing. 


There were early signs of positivity, but from what I’ve seen from Councillor CASSIDY and the approach, that we’re going to see just more negativity. If you listen to Councillor CASSIDY on the reports that we see before us, everything is terrible. Everything is terrible. This Council, apparently according to Councillor CASSIDY, is absolutely terrible. 


The reality is very different to that, and I think the community want a different approach from the Opposition on this, an approach that talks about a constructive approach, and not simply trying to portray everything as terrible like we’re seeing from Councillor CASSIDY. 


So, I want to thank the Administration Councillors that have spoken on the items that we see here today. The work of Council continues, but we are in genuinely challenging times financially, and that does mean changes to a lot of the things that we do. It does mean both now and going forward in the coming months, and even in the coming years, we will see changes to what we had hoped to deliver in terms of projects and the timeframes. It will see changes to services that we deliver. It will see a lot of impacts when it comes to the current economic situation that COVID-19 has delivered.


So, that is the reality, not just for Council but for every level of government. As I said, this is the fact of life that we’re dealing with. But the people of Brisbane can have confidence that this Administration will continue to manage the city’s finances responsibly, and we will also continue to leverage every dollar we can to invest in job creating infrastructure, infrastructure that supports the growth of our city, and that builds a better Brisbane. We will continue to do that. Month by month, as the contracts come through, or as the financial reports come through, we will see that continued investment in the projects that make a difference. 


So, yes, things are changing; things will continue to change. Some projects will be delayed. Some projects may have to be cancelled for the time being, or deferred. But we have to keep the budget strong so that we can keep providing the services that Brisbane residents rely on, and invest as much as possible in building infrastructure. 


We have made it the absolute flagship of our successive LNP Administrations that we invest in infrastructure. We build things. We know that that has not always been the approach at the Council level in the past. The major projects which Council embarks on, it’s now become seen as quite normal that Brisbane City Council delivers major projects. But it wasn’t always the case. 

We know that, under the long administration of Labor, with Lord Mayors Jim Soorley and Tim Quinn, that there was only one major project ever delivered, and that was the Inner City Bypass. This Administration has really upped the ante and its predecessors when it comes to investing in major infrastructure. Whether it’s things like bridges and tunnels; whether it’s major road upgrades or in fact the new Brisbane Metro investment in infrastructure, things that should be done by the State Government but are simply not being done, we have stepped up and we’ll continue to step up because it’s the right thing to do for the people of Brisbane.

So, it’s easy to criticise various things that we’re doing; it’s easy to criticise as the contracts come through, but we make no apology for investing in the city shaping major infrastructure that will help our city as it grows. Things like the Brisbane Metro. I have every, every belief and every confidence that this is a critical project for our city. Just like Cross River Rail, which we have consistently supported, will change the way that people move around our city.

I am also proud of the fact that we have announced that we are procuring electric vehicles. Now, yes, this will add cost to the project. There is no doubt that it will add cost to the project, but it is the right long-term decision to make. I understand one Councillor earlier said that we should go back to ordinary buses—diesel buses. I reject that completely. 

I think that if we want Brisbane Metro to be a future-proof project, and we want Brisbane Metro to continue to expand into the future and be the way of the future, then we should invest in the latest technology of drive trains, in those trackless trams that we see in Europe. They are the latest technology, and I’m proud that we’re going to be the first city in Australia that sees this trackless train technology coming here. 

Yes, over and above our initial estimates for diesel vehicles, it will cost more, but there will be incredible benefits with those vehicles being part of Metro. Not only can they carry far more people than standard ordinary vehicles, but they are more environmentally sustainable and they will deliver a much better outcome. So that is just one example where it is easier to criticise, and we’ve heard criticism today. But we will continue to invest in city shaping infrastructure. We will continue to build infrastructure. 

These projects are never easy. They are complex, they are challenging, but we don’t shy away from those challenges. We have to press forward and continue to make these investments. I won’t apologise for that. I won’t apologise for making the decisions that need to be made to keep the city’s budget strong and balanced as well. So, that includes cutting the cloth to measure, and that includes reprioritising certain projects so that we can bring forward others or continue to invest in others, and we will do that, Mr Chair. Thank you.

Chair:
Thank you. I will now put the resolution.

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of the report of the Establishment and Coordination Committee was declared carried on the voices.

Thereupon, Councillors Jared CASSIDY and Peter CUMMING immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared carried.

The voting was as follows:

AYES: 20 -
The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, and Councillors Greg ADERMANN, Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Tracy DAVIS, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, Sarah HUTTON, Sandy LANDERS, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, Peter MATIC, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Angela OWEN, Steven TOOMEY and Andrew WINES.
NOES: 7 -
The Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Jared CASSIDY, and Councillors Kara COOK, Peter CUMMIING, Steve GRIFFITHS, Charles STRUNK, Jonathan SRI and Nicole JOHNSTON.

The report read as follows(
ATTENDANCE:
The Right Honourable, the Lord Mayor (Councillor Adrian Schrinner) (Chair); Deputy Mayor (Councillor Krista Adams) (Deputy Chair); and Councillors Adam Allan, Fiona Cunningham, Vicki Howard, Kim Marx, David McLachlan and Ryan Murphy.
A
CONTRACTS AND TENDERING – REPORT TO COUNCIL OF CONTRACTS ACCEPTED BY DELEGATES FOR FEBRUARY 2020
109/695/586/2-04

552/2019-20

1.
The Chief Executive Officer provided the information below.
2.
Sections 238 and 239 of City of Brisbane Act 2010 (the Act) provide that Council may delegate some of its powers. Those powers include the power to enter into contracts under section 242 of the Act.
3.
Council has previously delegated some powers to make, vary or discharge contracts for the procurement of goods, services or works. Council made these delegations to the Establishment and Coordination Committee and Chief Executive Officer.

4.
City of Brisbane Regulation 2012 (the Regulation) was made pursuant to the Act. Chapter 6, Part 4, section 227 of the Regulation provides that: (1) Council must, as soon as practicable after entering into a contract under this chapter worth $200,000 or more (exclusive of GST), publish relevant details of the contract on Council’s website; (2) the relevant details must be published under subsection (1) for a period of at least 12 months; and (3) also, if a person asks Council to give relevant details of a contract, Council must allow the person to inspect the relevant details at Council’s public office. ‘Relevant details’ is defined in Chapter 6, Part 4, section 227 as including: (a) the person with whom Council has entered into the contract; (b) the value of the contract; and (c) the purpose of the contract (e.g. the particular goods or services to be supplied under the contract).

5.
The Chief Executive Officer provided the following recommendation and the Committee agreed.

6.
RECOMMENDATION:
THAT COUNCIL NOTES THE REPORT OF CONTRACTS ACCEPTED BY DELEGATES FOR FEBRUARY 2020, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder.

Attachment A
	Details of Contracts Accepted by Delegates of Council for February 2020

	Contract number/contract purpose/successful tenderer/comparative tender/price value for money (VFM) index achieved
	Nature of arrangement/ estimate maximum expenditure
	Unsuccessful tenderers/VFM achieved
	Comparative tender price/s
	Delegate/

approval date/start date/term

	BRISBANE INFRASTRUCTURE

	1. Contract No. 511201

EVENT MANAGEMENT FOR THE WASTE MINIMISATION FESTIVALS 2020-22

LOUD Events Pty Ltd – $115,270

Achieved the highest VFM of 77.10
	Corporate Procurement Arrangement (CPA) (Preferred Supplier Arrangement)

$1,500,000

(over the potential maximum three‑year term of the CPA)
	Brisbane Green Heart CitySmart Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 56.94


	$120,953


	Delegate

CPO

Approved

06.02.2020

Start

13.02.2020

Term

One year with options to extend for additional periods of up to two years, for a maximum term of three years.

	2. Contract No. 511282

NORTH WEST TRANSPORT NETWORK BUSINESS CASE – TECHNICAL SERVICES COMMISSION

Arup Pty Ltd – $3,507,758

Achieved the highest VFM of 2.45
	Schedule of rates

$3,507,758
	GHD Pty Ltd
Achieved VFM of 2.23
SMEC Australia Pty Ltd
Achieved VFM of 1.94
Cardno (QLD) Pty Ltd
Achieved VFM of 1.48
Arcadis Australia Pacific Pty Ltd
Achieved VFM of 0.94
	$2,734,670

$3,197,928

$3,173,896

$4,478,405

	Delegate

CEO

Approved

18.02.2020

Start

19.02.2020

Term

18 months

	3. Contract No. 520588

INDEPENDENT ASSURANCE REVIEW SERVICES

PM Solutions (Australia) Pty Ltd – $13,033

Achieved the highest VFM of 61.4

Elissa June Farrow trading as About Your Transition – $16,087
Achieved VFM of 55.3

Mangalore Air Services Pty Ltd trading as EPS Consultants – $16,650
Achieved VFM of 50.8

J2 Project Group Pty Ltd – $19,285
Achieved VFM of 46.7

Information Professionals Pty Ltd – $19,094

Achieved VFM of 44.5

Atlas Alliance Pty Ltd – $18,315

Achieved VFM of 43.1

Programme Consulting Pty Ltd as trustee for Infrastructure Planning Trust – $22,780
Achieved VFM of 39.6

QVC Solutions Pty Ltd – $17,878

Achieved VFM of 39.2

Johnstaff Advisory Pty Ltd – $17,875 

Achieved VFM of 37.2

Flagstaff Consulting Group Pty Ltd – $23,233

Achieved VFM of 34

Infrastructure Advisory Group Pty Ltd – $26,180

Achieved VFM of 32.8

JJM Advisory Pty Ltd – $23,000

Achieved VFM of 32.6

ARO Strategic Consulting Pty Ltd as Trustee for ARO Strategic Consulting Trust – $22,275
Achieved VFM of 31.3

ConnellGriffin Pty Ltd – $23,000

Achieved VFM of 25.9
	CPA (Panel Arrangement)

$1,000,000

(over the potential maximum nine‑year term of the CPA)
	Shortlisted offers not recommended

BDR Projects Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 20.8

GWI Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 19.7

Offers not shortlisted

GHD Pty Ltd*

Rigby Downs Consulting Pty Ltd*

Accession Consulting Pty Ltd*

Flynn Advisory Solutions Pty Ltd*

Advisian Pty Ltd*

KPMG Australia*

Ethos Urban Pty Ltd*

Infrasol Group Pty Ltd*

NCEconomics Pty Ltd*

Integrate Pty Ltd as trustee for Integrate Trust*

*VFM and comparative tender price not applicable as tenderers did not meet minimum quality requirements.


	$29,635

$29,977

N/A*

N/A*

N/A*

N/A*

N/A*

N/A*

N/A*

N/A*

N/A*

N/A*


	Delegate

CPO

Approved

12.02.2020

Start

21.02.2020

Term

Three years with options to extend additional periods of up to six years, for a maximum term of nine years.

	4. Contract No. 520613

WATER RETICULATION MAIN RELOCATION AT WYNNUM ROAD AND NORMAN AVENUE, NORMAN PARK

Veolia Environmental Services Pty Ltd – $712,133

Achieved the highest VFM of 12.05
	Lump sum

$712,133


	Offers not recommended

Comdain Civil Constructions (Qld) Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 10.03

Qld Civil Engineering Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 9.37

Non–conforming offer

Diona Pty Ltd
	$701,288

$908,445


	Delegate

CPO

Approved

13.02.2020

Start

18.02.2020

Term

Eight weeks

	5. Contract No. 532024

LANDFILL GAS FLARING AND GAS FIELD MANAGEMENT SERVICES AT CLOSED LANDFILL SITES 

LGI Limited – $1,406,180

Achieved the highest VFM of 5.52
	CPA (Preferred Supplier Arrangement)

Schedule of rates

$1,500,000

(over the potential maximum four‑year, six‑month and 23-day term of the CPA)
	Run Energy Pty Limited

Achieved VFM of 3.84

Biogas Systems Australia Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 3.15


	$1,493,612

$2,004,205


	Delegate

CPO

Approved

06.02.2020

Start

14.02.2020

Term

Three years, six months and 23 days with the option to extend for an additional period of up to one year, for a maximum term of four years, six months and 23 days.

	6. Contract No. 532173

SOLAR ON BUS DEPOTS

Photon Energy Australia Pty Ltd – $368,134

Achieved the highest VFM of 221
	Lump sum

$368,134
	Offers not recommended

AGL Energy Limited

Achieved VFM of 186

SAE Group Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 179

Springers Solar 

Achieved VFM of 154

Echo Group Corporation Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 124

CB Energy Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 116

CSR Building Products Limited

Achieved VFM of 56.6

Non–conforming offers

The Trustee for the Green Incentives Trust trading as GI Energy

Akcome Power Pty Ltd
	$293,368 

$372,137 

$529,950 

$390,544 

$536,586 

$529,884


	Delegate

CPO

Approved

15.01.2020

Start

19.02.2020

Term

26 weeks



	7. Contract No. 532221

SUPPLY AND DELIVERY OF A LARGE CAPACITY MOBILE SCALPING SCREEN

The Trustee for the Barr Family Trust trading as Mobile Screening and Crushing Pty Ltd – $508,000

Achieved the highest VFM of 16.35
	Lump sum

$508,000
	Lincom Pacific Equipment Pty Ltd 

Achieved VFM of 14.80

Finlay Screening & Crushing Systems Pty Ltd 

Achieved VFM of 12.99
Wirtgen Australia Pty Ltd
Achieved VFM of 12.52
Screenmasters Australia Pty Ltd 

Achieved VFM of 13.07 
	$599,195

$650,000

$513,860

$458,930


	Delegate

CPO

Approved

06.02.2020

Start

13.02.2020

Term

14 weeks

	8. Contract No. 532244

MONTAGUE ROAD AND VICTORIA STREET INTERSECTION UPGRADE EARLY WORKS

Doval Constructions (Qld.) Pty Ltd – $1,451,008* 

Achieved the highest VFM of 57.5

*Comparative price normalised to include potential cost of additional traffic management, coordinating with Telstra and delays.
	Schedule of rates

$1,365,068


	Ertech (Queensland) Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 53.2
Allroads

Achieved VFM of 44.6

	$1,409,596*

$1,670,068*
	Delegate

CPO

Approved

19.02.2020

Start

11.03.2020

Term

14 weeks

	9. Contract No. 532251

SUPPLY AND DELIVERY OF TWO ELECTRIC FOOTPATH SWEEPERS

Conquest Equipment Technologies Pty Ltd – $291,740

Achieved the highest VFM of 55
	Lump sum

$291,740


	Varley Electric Vehicles trading as EMC Electric Vehicles

Achieved VFM of 11.3
	$705,450
	Delegate

CPO

Approved

13.02.2020

Start

17.02.2020

Term

26 weeks

	10. Contract No. 532293

MT GRAVATT CEMETERY COMPOUND REPLACEMENT

Dart Holdings Pty Ltd trading as A Dart & Co – $1,366,500

Achieved the highest VFM of 60.01
	Lump sum

$1,366,500


	Box & Co Pty Ltd 

Achieved VFM of 48.99
Probuild Industries Australia Pty Ltd 

Achieved VFM of 46.62
Blackwood Projects Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 38.54

Hawley Constructions Pty Ltd 

Achieved VFM of 33.28
Building Solutions Brisbane Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 32.43
	$1,571,888

$1,630,153

$1,686,700

$2,058,067

$1,911,786


	Delegate

CPO

Approved
19.02.2020

Start

27.02.2020

Term

22 weeks

	11. Contract No. 532305

GUYATT PARK PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT

A Space Australia Pty Ltd – $279,995

Achieved the highest VFM of 28.57
	Lump sum

$279,995


	Offers not recommended

Hansen Pty Ltd as trustee for the Hansen Family Trust trading as Forpark Australia 

Achieved VFM of 21.04
M & N Enterprises Pty Ltd trading as Playscape Creations

Achieved VFM of 20.48
The trustee for Ben Urban Services Trust trading as Urban Play

Achieved VFM of 20.36
Austek Constructions Pty Ltd trading as Austek Play

Achieved VFM of 15.24
Non-conforming offers

Parigon Pty Ltd as trustee for Playrope Trading Trust and Wilson Investments (Vic) Pty Ltd as trustee for The Wilson Family Trust trading as Playrope

Willplay Pty Ltd
	$266,200

$278,296

$284,909

$268,952


	Delegate

CPO

Approved

19.02.2020

Start

19.02.2020

Term

24 weeks

	12. Contract No. 570230

PROJECT VERIFICATION SERVICES FOR BRISBANE METRO VEHICLES

Indec Pty Ltd – $3,255,561*

Achieved the highest VFM of 24.57

*Price normalised to reflect Council’s estimate of minimum hours required to provide the services.
	Schedule of rates

$3,254,400

(over the potential maximum five‑year term of the contract)
	Arcadis Australia Pacific Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 18.12

Cam Tasman Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 17.46


	$3,393,464*

$3,551,475*
	Delegate

CPO

Approved

14.01.2020

Start

21.02.2020

Term

Two and a half years, with options to extend for additional periods of up to two and a half years, for a maximum term of five years.

	13. Contract No. 1159281

GRESHAM STREET BRIDGE REPLACEMENT – APA GAS RELOCATION WORKS

APA Group – $431,167


	Actual cost basis

$431,167
	Contract is exempt from tendering and quoting under Exemption 3 of Schedule A of Council’s SP103 Procurement Policy and Plan 2019-20, which allows for exemption from tendering when the goods, services or works can only be supplied by a single supplier or a restricted group due to third‑party ownership of a public utility plant asset.
	N/A
	Delegate

CPO

Approved

19.02.2020

Start

27.02.2020

Term

16 weeks

	LIFESTYLE AND COMMUNITY SERVICES

	Nil
	
	
	
	

	TRANSPORT FOR BRISBANE

	Nil
	
	
	
	

	CITY PLANNING AND SUSTAINABILITY

	14. Contract No. 511195

ALERTS SYSTEM FOR DEVELOPMENTS

allaboutXpert Australia Pty Ltd – $924,650
	CPA (Preferred Supplier Arrangement)

$924,650

(over the potential maximum six‑year term of the CPA)
	Contract is exempt from tendering under Exemption 4 of Schedule A of Council’s SP103 Procurement Policy and Plan 2019-20, which allows for exemption under a contract made with, or a purchase from a contract made by, another government entity, government owned entity or Local Buy.
	N/A
	Delegate

CPO

Approved

15.01.2020

Start

05.02.2020

Term

Three years with options to extend for additional periods of up to three years, for a maximum term of six years.

	CITY GOVERNANCE AND ADMINISTRATION

	Nil
	
	
	
	

	ORGANISATIONAL SERVICES

	15. Contract No. 510852

PROVISION OF govCMS HOSTING SERVICES FOR COUNCIL’S CORPORATE WEBSITE

Commonwealth of Australia Department of Finance – $398,108


	Lump sum

$398,108


	Contract is exempt from tendering under Exemption 4 of Schedule A of Council’s SP103 Procurement Policy and Plan 2019-20, which allows for exemption under a contract made with, or a purchase from a contract made by, another government entity, government owned entity or Local Buy.
	N/A
	Delegate

CPO

Approved

05.02.2020

Start

27.02.2020

Term

12 months

	16. Contract No. 510902

BOOKING, TICKETING AND ONLINE PAYMENT SOLUTION AS A SERVICE

Ungerboeck Systems International Pty Ltd – $563,214

Achieved the highest VFM of 102.4
	CPA (Preferred Supplier Arrangement)

$2,000,000

(over the potential maximum five‑year term of the CPA)
	Shortlisted offer not recommended

Links Modular Solutions Pty Ltd 

Achieved VFM of 75.97
Offers not recommended

OpenPlay Australia Pty Ltd*

Rossi Brothers Pty Ltd trading as onlineevent.com.au*

BookingBug Limited*

NFS Technology Group ANZ Pty Ltd*
*VFM not applicable as tenderer did not meet minimum non–price quality requirements
	$568,012

N/A*

N/A*

N/A*

N/A*


	Delegate

CPO

Approved

05.02.2020

Start

14.02.2020

Term

Three years with the option to extend for additional periods of up to two years to a maximum term of five years.

	17. Contract No. 511084

INTEGRATION PLATFORM AS A SERVICE SERVICES

MOQdigital Pty Ltd – $55,520
Achieved the highest VFM of 165
Avanade Australia Pty Ltd – $113,865
Achieved VFM of 72

Deloitte Consulting Pty Ltd – $142,900
Achieved VFM of 55

	CPA (Panel Arrangement)

Schedule of rates

$5,000,000
(over the potential maximum five‑year term)


	Offer not recommended
Insight Enterprises Australia Pty Ltd*

Non–conforming offers
HCL Australia Services Pty Ltd 

Versent Pty Ltd

Dialog Pty Ltd trading as Dialog Information Technology 

FinXL Professional Services Pty Ltd trading as FinXL IT Professional Services
*VFM not applicable as tenderer did not meet minimum non–price quality requirements.
	N/A*


	Delegate

CEO

Approved

21.01.2020

Start

04.03.2020

Term

Two years with options to extend for additional periods of up to three years, for a maximum term of five years.

	18. Contract No. 511156

PROVISION OF PROPERTY VALUATION CONSULTANCY AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Category One: Valuation Services for Property Acquisition, Compensation Assessment, Sale or Disposal of Assets by Council

JLL Public Sector Valuations – $2,330

Achieved the highest VFM of 32.71

M3 Property – $3,300

Achieved VFM of 21.13

Hymans Valuers and Auctioneers – $3,350

Achieved VFM of 17.31

Acumentis Regional – $5,300

Achieved VFM of 14.41 

Colliers International – $5,050

Achieved VFM of 13.88

Harvey Ehlers and Associates – $5,500

Achieved VFM of 11.83 

Herron Todd White – $5,500

Achieved VFM of 11.71

Savills Valuations – $5,750

Achieved VFM of 11.66

Savas Varitimos Valuer – $5,550

Achieved VFM of 11.08 

CBRE Valuations – $6,000

Achieved VFM of 11.04

Horrigan Kamitsis Valuers – $6,000

Achieved VFM of 11.01

Category Two – Valuation Services for the Assessment of Property, Plant, Equipment, Parks Infrastructure and Related Assets including Asset Data Collection and Revaluation

APV Valuers and Asset Management – $46,583
Achieved the highest VFM of 14.42

JLL Public Sector Valuations – $55,900

Achieved VFM of 13.64

Australis Asset Advisory Group – $51,200

Achieved VFM of 10.62

AssetVal – $65,900

Achieved VFM of 10.53
	CPA (Panel Arrangement)

$3,220,000

(over the potential maximum seven-year term of the CPA)
	Category One: Valuation Services for Property Acquisition, Compensation Assessment, Sale or Disposal of Assets by Council

McGee Isles Love Pty Ltd as Trustee for The McGee Isles Love Operating Trust trading as McGees Property

Achieved VFM of 10.98

Opteon Property Group Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 9.71

Bristow and Associates

Achieved VFM of 9.37

Smith and Geyer Property Valuers Pty Ltd as Trustee for Smith and Geyer Property Valuers Brisbane Unit Trust trading as Australian Valuers

Achieved VFM of 9.36

APV Valuers and Asset Management

Achieved VFM of 9.33

Urbis Valuations Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 7.46

Valuation Services (QLD) Pty Ltd trading as Knight Frank Valuation and Advisory Queensland

Achieved VFM of 7.12

Leeson and Co Pty Ltd trading as Leeson Valuers

Achieved VFM of 5.86

Australis Asset Advisory Group

Achieved VFM of 4.18

Category Two – Valuation Services for the Assessment of Property, Plant, Equipment, Parks Infrastructure and Related Assets including Asset Data Collection and Revaluation

Colliers International
Achieved VFM of 8.76

Leeson Valuers
Achieved VFM of 4.04

Australian Valuers
Achieved VFM of 3.99

McGees Property
Achieved VFM of 3.90

Liquid Pacific Holdings Pty Ltd as Trustee for Verrall Family Trust trading as Liquid Pacific Asset Consultants*
*VFM not applicable as pricing schedule incomplete
	$4,600

$5,000

$5,900

$4,000

$7,200

$9,500

$6,215

$8,450

$13,000

$80,000

$122,600

$126,667

$145,333

N/A*


	Delegate

CEO

Approved

04.02.2020

Start

18.04.2020 

Term

Three years with options to extend for additional periods of up to four years, for a maximum term of seven years.

	19. Contract No. 531676

SAP ENTERPRISE RESOURCE PLANNING MIGRATION TO THE CLOUD, HOSTING, SUPPORT SERVICES AND SAP DELIVERY PANEL

Category 1 – SAP Migration to the Cloud, Hosting and Support Services

Tata Consultancy Services Ltd – $12,852,340

Achieved the highest VFM of 68.8

Category 2 – SAP Delivery Panel

Tata Consultancy Services Ltd – $239,967

Achieved VFM of 26.9

Wipro Ltd – $183,168
Achieved VFM of 23.8
Think180 Pty Ltd – $277,020

Achieved VFM of 16.8
Acclimation Pty Ltd – $347,650

Achieved VFM of 12.2
DXC Technology Australia Pty Ltd – $407,975

Achieved VFM of 12.1
	CPA (Panel and Preferred Supplier Arrangements

Category 1

CPA (Preferred Supplier Arrangement)

Lump sum and schedule of rates

$50,500,000 

(over the potential maximum 10‑year term)

Category 2

(Panel Arrangement)

Schedule of rates

$44,800,000

(over the potential maximum 10‑year term)


	Category 1 – SAP Migration to the Cloud, Hosting and Support Services

Shortlisted offers not recommended
DXC Technology Australia Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 48.2

NTT Data Business Solutions Australia Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 43

Cognizant Technology Solutions Australia Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 38.4

Offers not recommended

Accenture Australia Pty Ltd*
Infosys Technologies Ltd*

Wipro Ltd#
Acclimation Pty Ltd#
HCL Australia Services Pty Ltd#
YASH Technologies Australia Pty Ltd#
Lemongrass Consulting Pty Ltd#
The Trustee for DO Family Trust trading as Influx Systems#
*VFM not applicable as comparative price exceeded budget.

#VFM and comparative tender price not applicable as tenderers did not meet minimum quality requirements.

Non–conforming offers

Microsoft Pty Ltd

ASG Group

Category 2 – SAP Delivery Panel

Shortlisted offers not recommended
Presence of IT Pty Ltd
Achieved VFM of 34.4^
Infosys Technologies Ltd
Achieved VFM of 20.7^
NTT Data Business Solutions Australia Pty Ltd
Achieved VFM of 16.5*
Accenture Australia Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 14.7*

Cognizant Technology Solutions Australia Pty Ltd
Achieved VFM of 13.2*

Deloitte Consulting Pty Ltd
Achieved VFM of 8.4
Offers not recommended
YASH Technologies Australia Pty Ltd#
PricewaterhouseCoopers Consulting (Australia) Pty Ltd#
HCL Australia Services Pty Ltd#
Speller International Pty. Ltd trading as Speller Consulting#
The Trustee for DO Family Trust trading as Influx Systems#

^Offer withdrawn

*Did not accept Council’s terms and conditions of contract.

#VFM and comparative tender price not applicable as tenderers did not meet minimum quality requirements.
	$12,234,362

$15,328,868

$12,981,540

$37,175,489

$29,268,370
$122,050

$276,238

$422,050

$388,440

$326,335

$476,669

	Delegate

CEO

Approved

28.01.2020

Start

05.02.2020

Term

Three years with options to extend for additional periods of up to seven years, for a maximum term of 10 years.



ADOPTED

B
ANNUAL OPERATIONAL PLAN PROGRESS REPORT FOR THE PERIOD ENDED MARCH 2020
134/695/317/1056

553/2019-20

7.
The Divisional Manager, Organisational Services, provided the information below.
8.
Section 166(3) of the City of Brisbane Regulation 2012 (the Regulation) states that the CEO must present a written assessment of Council’s progress towards implementing the Annual Operational Plan to Council at regular intervals of not more than three months.
9.
The Annual Operational Plan Progress report (refer Attachment B, submitted on file) separately identifies and reports the progress that has been made in relation to Council’s budget.

10.
The previous report for the period ended 27 December 2019 was presented to Council on 11 February 2020. The current report relates to the period ended 27 March 2020. To meet the requirements of section 166(3) of the Regulation, Attachment B (submitted on file) only includes Council’s progress towards implementing the Annual Operation Plan. The complete report, which will include the Quarterly Financial Report, will be presented to Council on 26 May 2020 to meet the requirements of section 196 of the Regulation.
11.
The Divisional Manager provided the following recommendation and the Committee agreed.

12.
RECOMMENDATION:
THAT COUNCIL RESOLVE AS PER THE DRAFT RESOLUTION SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder.

Attachment A

Draft Resolution

DRAFT RESOLUTION TO ADOPT THE ANNUAL OPERATIONAL PLAN PROGRESS REPORT FOR THE PERIOD ENDED MARCH 2020
As:

(i) section 166(3) of the City of Brisbane Regulation 2012 states that the CEO must present a written assessment of Council’s progress towards implementing the Annual Operational Plan to Council at regular intervals of not more than three months,

then:

(ii) Council directs that the Annual Operational Plan Progress Report for the period ended March 2020, as set out in Attachment B (submitted on file), be noted.

ADOPTED

Councillor LANDERS:
Point of order, Mr Chair. 

Chair:
Point of order to you, Councillor LANDERS.

ADJOURNMENT:

	554/2019-20
At that time, 4:20pm, it was resolved on the motion of Councillor Sandy LANDERS, seconded by Councillor Sarah HUTTON, that the meeting adjourn for a period of 15 minutes, to commence only when all Councillors had vacated the Chamber and the doors locked.
Council stood adjourned at 4:22pm.


UPON RESUMPTION:
Chair:
Welcome back, Councillors. 
During the break I was handed some advice regarding the microphones. ISB (Information Services branch) have been attempting to trouble shoot the audio issues experienced by Councillors and have the following suggestion when audio appears to be dropping out. One, please try not to have your laptop volume set too high, if possible. Two, if you're advised that you can't be heard, even if you have not muted yourself, manually turn your audio on and off, which is F5 and F6 quickly, to resume being heard. 


Further, if there are any questions with your IT system, the internal ISB service is available to us 24 hours a day. That is on 3407 2700. Thank you, Councillors, I can explain that again in the future. 
But I will now call for the City Planning item. 
Councillor ADAMS.

CITY PLANNING AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

The DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, Chair of the City Planning and Economic Development Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Fiona HAMMOND that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 5 May 2020, be adopted.

Chair:
Is there any debate? 
DEPUTY MAYOR.
DEPUTY MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair. Our last week's committee report was around CPED (City Planning and Economic Development) and what City Planning and Economic Development will look like going forward. There are roles and responsibilities for the officers and a little bit of a who's who in the zoo, as well. I'd like to draw to the attention of all Councillors in the meeting this afternoon, that you would have received an email this afternoon from the new Manager of Development Services, Peta Harwood, to your ward offices, introducing herself and the team leaders in Development Services. No? Please use those contact details to either contact Peta, if it's a higher level, but there is—
Chair:
Councillor ADAMS, your microphone.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Yeah, it literally just drops out all of a sudden by itself, sorry. Is that right now, Chair?

Chair:
Please proceed, you—
DEPUTY MAYOR:
I can't hear you.

Chair:
Can you hear me now?

Councillor interjecting.
Chair:
What about now?

DEPUTY MAYOR:
I got it, yes, I have. 

Chair:
Okay.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Yeah. It seems, I don't know if anyone else—F8 and F5 seems to activate by themselves, even if you're not touching it on your laptop. So, as I was saying, Peta Harwood has sent an email around this afternoon to all the ward offices. The details are there if you want to speak to her directly, or all of the team managers, north, south, east and west are there as well, as well as Annabelle our Planning Services Manager. So, that is where your contacts will be for your local ward offices, or for you, as Councillors, for things specific within your ward. 


Within the next week the team will be out to touch base with you, to have a meeting, to talk about all the development applications within your ward, or any of the ones you'd like to raise with them as well, so we can move through this. I think it's important to take note that the building and construction industry is a very important part of us getting back onto the road of recovery and getting Brisbane back on its feet. We need homes and offices built. We need those industries to continue to make sure that we can support people in work.


If we can make it a bit easier through the ward offices to work with our applicants and with our town planners within Council, I think that will make it easier all round for Brisbane, as well. So, I look forward to working with all of you on planning for the city and economic development recovery, in tandem with Councillor ALLAN, as well. I commend the report to the Chamber. 

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Sorry, shortcut buttons weren't working. Thanks, Chair. I'd speak on this item as well. Just wanted to start by thanking Councillor ADAMS for her proactive approach in emailing out contact details and signalling a willingness to work constructively with other Councillors and ward offices about some of these issues that pop up from time to time. I think that's a good sign. It does give me some confidence. 


I just wanted to, in terms of the report itself and, I guess, the role of the City Planning and Economic Development Committee, wanted to highlight the ongoing concerns about unfinished business, relating to the deep planting requirements in new developments. So, in the Blueprint for Brisbane, this was identified quite some time ago, that Council would increase deep planting requirements for new developments to 15% of the site area. Obviously, the Greens position is that deep planting requirements should be increased to 20% of the site area. But currently it's only 10%. 


So, the previous Lord Mayor, Graham Quirk, made that public commitment quite some time ago now, that in response to the Plan your Brisbane consultation, Council would introduce a minimum requirement of 15% of deep planting for all new development. That still hasn't happened. So, I consider that a broken promise. I consider that a public commitment that was made well over 18 months ago now that has not yet been fulfilled. I hope Councillor ADAMS will look into expediting that and getting on with that unfinished business, because it's been lingering for a long, long time now. 


A lot of residents were really excited to hear that Council was going to require developers to include more trees and more green space in new development and that deep planting requirement minimum is very, very important. But the fact that it still hasn't been introduced, even though there's so many of the other planning‑related recommendations have now been introduced, is deeply concerning. So, from a policy perspective, it was actually much more complicated and potentially controversial to introduce the new requirements regarding parking in new development. 


So, that was the change that was announced at the same time, in terms of amendments to the City Plan and the changes that need to be made and the impact on the commercial viability of development projects, that change to increase the requirements of parking in new developments was much more complicated and difficult, yet it happened a lot faster. In contrast, the comparably simple change to increase the percentage requirement of deep planting in new multi-res development projects still hasn't been brought through this Chamber. Developers are still being assessed according to the old requirement of 10% deep planting. 


So, I hope that our new Chair, Councillor ADAMS, will be mindful of this and will look into this and ask her officers why this hasn't happened. I'm alleging that it hasn't happened because of pressure from the property industry. I'm not asserting any undue influence or anything, I'm just saying the property industry has been campaigning against this. So, even though the people of Brisbane really want more trees included in new developments, it seems that this Council has been listening only to the big developers in the property industry and not to the people of Brisbane.


So, hopefully Councillor ADAMS will be kind enough to look into that and to rectify that issue, because we've been waiting a long, long time for that change now. It's unreasonable and unacceptable that a commitment that was made by a lord mayor who's no longer even active still hasn't been rectified.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes. Thank you, Mr Chair. I rise to speak—well, I don't rise, I rise—well, I'm speaking on item A, Overview of City Planning and Economic Development. I note with interest a number of issues in this overview of the committee. I did hear a bit of it last week as well. There are a couple of things that concern me enormously. This is probably why I don't think Councillor ADAMS should be the Chair of this Committee. She was the Deputy Chair of the Planning Committee for many years. 


Under her leadership with Councillor Cooper, the horrific City Plan 2014 changes were brought in. They are still the most diabolical piece of legislation that I've seen come through Council in the 12 years that I've been a Councillor. The long-term impacts of that bad policy and bad planning are still being felt right around the city. I don't think there's a single Councillor in there that would not have seen how unhappy residents are about planning matters in many parts of Brisbane. There are a couple of things that I want to raise. 


Firstly, I don't support City Plan 2014. I don't support a lot of the changes that have been brought in since then, as well. There are really poor planning decisions being made, right around my ward and elsewhere in the city right now, including failure to protect all pre-1946 and pre-1911 homes. I've moved multiple motions over the past few years to protect them. Because people think they are protected, but they are not. In my area, because of the forced up-zoning to five storeys in many parts of the ward, there is no protection for these houses. All of my suggestions have fallen on deaf ears.


So, I just flag that there will be another four years of me pushing to ensure pre‑46 and pre-1911 homes are protected. I also want to make sure that character homes and historic homes are not butchered, or demolished, like has been the case under this Administration. Fairfield Road, Yeronga. We've got the 1880s home at Kadumba Street that's just sitting there. It's already had an appalling DA (development application) approved that will allow it to be raised and smashed about, so it looks like a modern home. The developer has sold the site, or is trying to sell the site, so it's not at immediate risk. But it's been neglected. So, it's being left there and nothing's happening.


I think that was actually Councillor Simmonds who said no, he wouldn't protect that house, either. So, it's really shameful the way that the Administration is ignoring these important planning issues, that are of so much concern to our community. But it was a really interesting comment, I'm not sure if it was this morning or last week but it was—might have been this morning actually, about Village Precinct Projects. It was fascinating to hear a question and then Councillor ADAMS' response. It was, oh, we've got all the Village Precincts Projects mapped out for the next four years. Well, that's great. So, there'll be a question on notice coming about that one. 


Then too, I'm not sure to which Councillor, but it was one of the newer Councillors, it was, just send me an email and we'll pop you on the list. I thought, right, well, that's a bit fascinating, isn't it? Because my community has been petitioning for Village Precincts Projects since they were first announced in the budget. Now we all recall that gem, don't we? It wasn't—no one was told that there was this whole new program that was replacing the SCIPs (Suburban Centre Improvement Projects)—It turned out that mainly LNP wards got all the money in the first year and, of course, no one gets a say now in what else is happening. 


But just so Councillor ADAMS is aware, there are decisions of full Council, supported by you, which recognise that both the Graceville Fiveways and the Annerley Junction Shopping Precinct in Annerley are on the Village Precincts list. Now, I don't want Councillor ADAMS to go down the route of the Sergeant Shultz behaviour we've seen from other Chairmen today and she can't remember and she doesn't know and she wasn't the Chair at the time this came through. She's sitting in E&C. She's making decisions about which projects are funded. She's making decisions about how much money is available, as the Finance Chair and what a cracking job she did there. 


But let me be clear, on 8 November this Council approved consideration of an Annerley Junction Village Precinct Project. On 14 November this Council approved consideration of a Graceville Fiveways Village Precinct Project. Now, both of these are run-down, neglected neighbourhood shopping precincts in Tennyson Ward, there's quite a few. We've had a good one at Graceville, sure, at Bank Road. But there are shopping precincts that are really, really struggling. Given that, for whatever reason, a footpath that was 200 metres long Council can only deal with 100 metres of it.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Point of order, Mr Chair. 

Chair:
Point of order to you, DEPUTY MAYOR.

DEPUTY MAYOR: 
Last week's Committee presentation was an overview of officers' responsibility. Councillor JOHNSTON is talking about today's Committee report, not relevant to last week's report.

Chair:
Thank you, DEPUTY MAYOR. I will ask Councillor JOHNSTON to maintain her comments within the category of the report before us. However, I will note that item 8 does discuss Village Precinct Project.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
It does.

Chair:
Can I—thank you. I know that I can read. 

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yep, Councillor ADAMS can't though.

Chair:
So, good to know. No, please, allow me to speak. It does discuss Village Precinct Projects and therefore Councillor JOHNSTON can discuss them.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Thank you. Yes, I appreciate that, Mr Chair. Page 2, dot point number 8. I'm glad the Chair is on top of her brief. It just shows all—

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON, your microphone's not working.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
So, can you hear me? 

Chair:
I can now.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Okay. So, there were follow up questions from the previous meetings and I think by Councillor COOK. But very clearly Village Precincts Projects were discussed. So, just for the record, I want to put on the public record that our community has been lobbying for two Village Precincts Projects, both at the Graceville Fiveways in Graceville at the corner of Long Street East, Oxley Road and Park Terrace and at the Annerley Junction Shopping Centre in Ipswich Road. Now that project becomes even more important, because of the fact that this LORD MAYOR can't even get half a million dollars in funding to stretch—to fund 200 metres of new footpath in Annerley.


I mean, my side of the road wasn't being done at all, which was pretty bad, but the fact that I'd say it's even less than 100 metres of new footpath got built and it cost $488,000. You can be sure I'll be following up on that. That's definitely not Councillor ADAMS. So, just for all the new Councillors who think it's really easy to get projects, I'll be looking to see which ones get priority over the ones in Tennyson Ward that were strongly supported by residents in my community and this Council supported back in November 2018. Thank you.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor CASSIDY.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Thanks, Chair. Just briefly, speaking on this item and specifically about neighbourhood plans and neighbourhood planning, the Sandgate district neighbourhood plan is mentioned here in the report. I think most Councillors should be well aware of my community's position on the Sandgate District neighbourhood plan, given that I presented a petition, multiple petitions over the past few months, but specifically last week a petition with thousands of local residents signing that, opposing this Administration's plans for medium-density development in the Sandgate Shopping Village area. 


The worst part about that proposal was that there was no consultation done on those specific rezoning proposals there and in Deagon, around the Deagon train station, before this was released to the community. So, something that has been made loud and clear and this Administration should sit up and listen, is that people don't want to be ignored when it comes to neighbourhood planning. We need to fundamentally change the way in which we engage with communities. I have personally experienced that frustration from my local community, from the perspective of our local Councillor, and we see that right across the city. 


So, I think it is incumbent on this Administration to start listening to people. They rightly want to have a say about how their communities are being developed. They don't want to see developers given the green light at the expense of local residents. So, that is something that we'll be focussing very closely on, particularly for me, in the Sandgate area. 

Chair:
Further speakers? 
I see no further speakers. 
Councillor ADAMS.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I thank the Councillors for their contribution. I do note Councillor JOHNSTON's enthusiasm and she did definitely get a bit confused between last Committee and this Committee. But of course, it is a shame she has resigned her membership of the City Planning Committee, which will be dealing with all of these issues, but obviously is not that important, because she can't be bothered to come. If only she was given a formal role. Oh, that's right, she was and she declined it. 


Councillor CASSIDY, thank you very much. We are going through putting all together the community consultation from the Sandgate neighbourhood plan. As you know, the LORD MAYOR has made it very, very clear that he will not be forcing density on anyone when looking at those results. We'll be looking at what the community have actually said and we will be bringing that back to Council to reflect exactly what the residents would like to see in that area, as well. 


Councillor SRI, you talked about the deep planting and unfinished business. It's unfinished business in the fact that it hasn't come to Council. It is not something that has been forgotten. I do take offence when you sit there and say we are listening to our developer mates and not doing what we've promised, that is not the case. When we say we're going to do something, it is done. It was 15% and surprise, surprise, amendment packages take quite a long time—

Chair:
Councillor ADAMS. That's her isn't it?

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Had I just dropped out again? We right?

Chair:
Yep, please continue. 

DEPUTY MAYOR:
It does not happen overnight to change the Planning Act. They've been through Council once. They've gone up to the State for interest check. We have just very recently received the tick of approval for the deep planting, which increases to 15%. That will be coming through in major amendment package L. In major amendment package E, there is an increase in the dimension of the deep planting required, as you spoke about. We are getting on with making sure we deliver what we heard from the Future Blueprint, as I said this afternoon, as well. 


Both of these will be coming through to Council by the middle of the year. The packages need to be prepared. There's a lot of work to do through BCLP (City Legal) and the Strategic Planning team to make sure they're right to come to Council, as well. These amendments do actually have a lot of requirements that need to be changed, as I said. We need make sure that they are all ticked off, as well. With regards to the City Planning and Economic Development portfolio, it's been a branch in Council for many, many years as a single branch. 


I think LORD MAYOR, Adrian SCHRINNER, has made the right decision in putting strategic planning which is in Development Services and Economic Development to come together. They are very symbiotic across Council. I look forward, as I said before, being a proactive Chair, that you can get in contact with me, or the officers as you'll see in that email this afternoon, to address concerns that you have. Thank you, Mr Chair.

Chair:
I'll now put the resolution. 

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of the report of the City Planning and Economic Development Committee was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows(
ATTENDANCE:
The Deputy Mayor, Councillor Krista Adams (Chair), Councillor Fiona Hammond (Deputy Chair) and Councillors Lisa Atwood, Kara Cook and Peter Matic. 

A
COMMITTEE PRESENTATION – OVERVIEW OF CITY PLANNING AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
555/2019-20

1.
The Chief Planner, City Planning and Economic Development, City Planning and Sustainability, attended the meeting to provide an overview of City Panning and Economic Development. She provided the information below.
2.
City Planning and Economic Development (CPED) branch is responsible for the strategic direction of the future planning of Brisbane through Program 4 – Future Brisbane and Program 7 – Economic Development.

3.
The organisational structure of CPED was shown to the Committee.

4.
Infrastructure Coordination (IC) is responsible for strategic infrastructure planning, policy and agreements, and their supporting systems and data/spatial analysis. IC also manages Brisbane City Plan 2014 (City Plan), the Local Government Infrastructure Plan (LGIP), charging instruments such as the Brisbane Infrastructure Charges Resolution, and systems for public reporting on charges revenue and trunk expenditure. In 2018-19, Council received approximately $99 million in infrastructure charges revenue and delivered approximately $345 million of trunk infrastructure. In 2019, IC executed more than 70 infrastructure agreements with developers. In 2020, IC is preparing amendments to the LGIP and the Infrastructure Charges Resolution.

5.
The following are current priorities for Neighbourhood Planning and Urban Renewal:
-
Neighbourhood Plans – progressing Sandgate District, Eight Mile Plains Gateway, Nathan Salisbury Moorooka, and Bridgeman Downs
-
City Reach Waterfront Master Plan
-
precinct planning associated with Cross River Rail and Brisbane Metro 
-
Better Suburbs Initiative – suburban renewal focus for areas outside of the city’s inner 5 kilometres 

-
representing Council’s interests regarding planning and development in Queensland Government declared priority development areas
-
working with other entities e.g. Port of Brisbane, Brisbane Airport Corporation and Archerfield Airport.

6.
City Plan provides the land use and development framework for the city and guides Brisbane’s growth for the next 20 years. A total of 15 amendment packages were progressed in 2019 to ensure City Plan is a dynamic document and responsive to changing population needs, development industry and community feedback and emerging policy trends. Nine major amendments are still underway including:
-
rooftop gardens
-
residential design for multiple dwellings and universal housing standards
-
implementation of the Brisbane Industry Strategy actions – more flexibility in hours of operation, support for logistics uses and revised car parking rates

-
key zoning changes across the city.

7.
Some of the initiatives that Strategic Planning is involved in include:

-
responding to urgent planning matters through the preparation of temporary local planning instruments
-
strategic advice on significant development actions
-
strategic assessment of Queensland Government Ministerial infrastructure designations
-
expert technical advice regarding heritage places and projects
-
development of the Brisbane Housing Strategy
-
implementation of the Brisbane Industrial Strategy 
-
Virtual Brisbane – this technology provides visualisation and analytical services for master planning activities.

8.
Key Design Brisbane initiatives include:
-
Village Precinct Projects (VPP) – VPP capital projects support the local economy through enhancement of the public realm of suburban shopping centres by addressing accessibility, improving local character and amenity, promoting sub-tropical lifestyles and improving walkability and access to public transport
-
Design-Led City – a design strategy for Brisbane implementation; Design Brisbane provides a centre of design excellence
-
provision of high-quality design, including placemaking advice for Council partners, the community and industry
-
City of Lights and Creative Lighting Grant Scheme 
-
public art on buildings and infrastructure (Brisbane Canvas) – enlivens public spaces through the delivery of unique, commissioned street art to walls, pillars and bridges.

9.
Economic Development focuses on:

-
delivering key priorities as outlined in the Brisbane Economic Development Plan 2012-31 and the Brisbane New World City Action Plan 2022 to drive employment and economic growth across Brisbane
-
providing support to small to medium businesses through projects to grow the suburban economy, social enterprises and start-ups 
-
in conjunction with Brisbane Marketing, providing support to grow the visitor economy 
-
ensuring specialist input to strategic planning and activations of key precincts
-
overseeing ongoing maintenance of the Queen Street and Valley Malls, which attract more than 25 million visitors annually
-
Smart Connected Brisbane Office – leads Council’s Smart City agenda including exploring projects that extract data insights to increase economic development.

10.
Current strategic and regional projects include:

-
coordination of Council’s input to regional initiatives, led by the Council of Mayors (SEQ), such as regional projects focused on advancing the SEQ region, priorities include infrastructure, public transport, planning, environment and waste management.
-
management of regional projects, such as: 

-
a potential candidature submission for the 2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games, which involves legacy planning and key legal and governance considerations for working with all levels of government 

-
the SEQ City Deal – in preparation, rolling funding agreement between all tiers of government to deliver a pipeline of regional investment to promote economic growth over 15-20 years.
11.
Details of Development Services were shown to the Committee, including:

-
a flow chart of Council’s development application cycle

-
an organisational chart

-
a list of service volumes over a 12 month period to 31 March 2020.

12.
Following a number of questions from the Committee, the Chair thanked the Chief Planner for her informative presentation.

13.
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.

ADOPTED

Councillor MURPHY:
Can you hear me, Chair?

Chair:
I can.

Councillor MURPHY:
Fantastic. It's been playing up this afternoon. 
PUBLIC AND ACTIVE TRANSPORT COMMITTEE

Councillor Ryan MURPHY, Chair of the Public and Active Transport Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Angela OWEN, that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 5 May 2020, be adopted.

Chair:
Is there any debate? 

Councillor MURPHY.

Councillor MURPHY:
Just briefly, Chair, last week the Public and Active Transport Committee received a presentation on Council's response to the COVID-19 pandemic and some of the steps that we have taken to ensure the safety of our passengers and our staff. The Committee heard that from 18 March, Council commenced a daily sanitisation of Council's bus and ferry fleets. So, for buses, this involves sanitising all touchpoints, including grab handles, stanchions in the backs of seats. 


For each bus in operation we're also fogging them daily, as we heard last week. This progress involves atomising a cleaning agent and allowing it to pass through the air conditioning system, as well as treating all soft and hard surfaces. We also heard, from 18 March, CityCats and ferries had been cleaned and sanitised daily by the operator Transdev. The Transdev crew are also regularly sanitising hard surfaces and contact points of the vessel, as well as regularly spraying and wiping down touchpoints and hard surfaces at the ferry terminals themselves. 


From 24 March, the front left passenger seat on all Council buses has been taped off for customers, as a precautionary measure, to help slow the spread of coronavirus. All passengers have been required to board Council buses from the rear passenger door, as a precautionary measure, to slow down the spread of coronavirus. We're also having them touch on and off with their go cards on the readers adjacent to the rear doors, rather than going to the front. Of course, mobility impaired passengers are still able to board from the front doors.


From 25 March, only prepaid fares using go cards, or paper tickets pre‑purchased at a station fare machine, or other eligible passes have been accepted on Council buses, CityCats and city ferries. Cash payments are no longer being accepted, in line with social distancing measures. TransLink has advised that this measure will remain in place until 31 December, unless otherwise advised. So far, Chair, all the evidence from our bus operators out there, is that the cashless boarding has been working quite well and that customer disappointment has been kept to an absolute minimum. 


So, that's really great to see that commuters have been getting on board with cashless boarding, keeping cash out of our buses and that the operators have been enjoying the ability to go without handling cash and all the administration that goes along with that—well. So, it's been a real collaboration between TfB (Transport for Brisbane) and TransLink to make this work. I want to thank all the officers at the officer level for making that happen. 


For the long weekend at the start of this month, as restrictions start to be eased by the State Government, Transdev have introduced a number of additional measures to encourage social distancing, including having designated areas on vessels for the crew, putting up additional signage and messaging on board about COVID‑19, as well as reminding the crew that they have the discretion to restrict passenger numbers on a service, to enable social distancing. 


So, if we do see CityCats or city ferries that are full to their capacity, as calculated by Transdev, we may have to have customers who are refused entry to those CityCats and city ferries. But it's important that we maintain social distancing on board those vessels. From 4 May, we've also been installing decals on the floors of all our buses, encouraging social distancing. I'm advised that they're all now in place. But, Chair, just in terms of all our staff at TfB, I'd like to acknowledge, on behalf of Council, my appreciation for their service and their hard work during these extremely challenging times that they're operating under. 


Just on a couple of other matters that were raised during E&C particularly, Councillor SRI raised a matter in Question Time about green space for infrastructure projects. So, I went and I just had a look at some of the green space allocations in just, for example, three infrastructure projects that we've completed relatively recently. So, Murphy and Ellison Roads project, this was a road upgrade that was completed in April of this year. We delivered three kilometres of on-road bike lane and 600 metres of additional bike path and 1.8 kilometres of additional footpath as part of this project. 


But we also were able to create two pocket parks in Murphy and Ellison Roads. We've purchased 1.9 hectares of bushland through the Bushland Acquisition program. So, there's a net gain from this road infrastructure project of 16,000 square metres of open space that we've actually added, as part of an infrastructure project that we completed. So, that's not a net loss, it's an add. 


Wynnum Road Stage 1, this project, which we're all now able to drive on, a successful, completed project and one that I know particularly Councillor COOK's residents are enjoying finally being open. This project actually added 300 square metres of parkland. So, there was a net gain of a parkland in an area that adjoins Mowbray Park, heritage-listed Mowbray Park. So, we also planted 350 trees and 20,000 plants as part of that project. So, another net gain in parkland. Then a project—
Councillor SRI:
Point of order, Chair.

Chair:
Point of order, Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Just concerned about misinformation, because the 300 square metres was not a net gain, it was an additional pocket park that was added to Mowbray Park. But overall, there was a net loss of parklands.

Chair:
Okay. Thank you. 

Councillor SRI:
Sure.

Chair:
I appreciate that, but as these tools are available to you, but I just would prefer if you—I just felt that there was a small litigation of an argument there, rather than attempting to make your point. But you are welcome to make those points, but please be brief. 

Councillor MURPHY, could you please continue.

Councillor MURPHY:
Yeah, thanks very much, Chair. We also have the Chatsworth, Boundary and Samuel Street intersection at Camp Hill, which was completed in December last year. This road carries 31,000 vehicles 
Councillor CUMMING:
Point of order. 

Chair:
Point of order, Councillor CUMMING.

Councillor CUMMING:
Yes, thanks. Look, I'm just intrigued, what's this got to do with Public and Active Transport Committee? Some of Councillor MURPHY's—

Chair:
It relates—

Councillor CUMMING:
Councillor MURPHY, no doubt, can probably research, but it relates to Planning Committee matters.

Chair:
Okay, Councillor CUMMING. 

Please continue, Councillor MURPHY.

Councillor MURPHY: 
Yeah, thanks very much, Chair. So, that was a net gain.

Chair:
Also, sorry, I must address that point of order. Please ensure that your comments are relevant and to the matter at hand. 

Councillor MURPHY: 
I'm wrapping up my comments on this topic now anyway, Chair.

Chair:
That’s all good.

Councillor MURPHY:
But that was a net gain of 600 square metres of open space. So, I'll just make the point that some of these large public transport and infrastructure projects that we deliver, often we deliver them with an increase in green space and open space for the city, as part of the works that we do. We don't like to take away green space, wherever it can be avoided. It can't always be avoided, as the LORD MAYOR said. Sometimes difficult decisions do need to be made. That is part of the process. But in terms of our track record, we're very proud of it. 


The Labor Party, in their time in administration, delivered one major road project, which was the Inner City Bypass. That cost an enormous amount of parkland. An enormous amount of park, I think it was 15,000 square metres of parkland in Victoria Park was chopped up as part of that project. None of that was offset. So, I think this Administration absolutely can stand on its record, in terms of open space. 


Just quickly on Metro. It was touched on previously in Contracts and Tendering. Everything in Council's control in respect of Metro, building the depot, a vehicle procurement, operations and policy development and intersection upgrades to support the Brisbane Metro remain on track. This week we've started the final of four intersection upgrades that we're delivering to support traffic flow around the Cultural Centre, as part of Brisbane Metro. This is the Peel Street, Grey Street and Stanley Place intersection, where there's been much discussion around the fig trees. 


We're very hopeful that we may be able to relocate some of those fig trees nearby, which would be a great outcome for the whole community, particularly for some of our key stakeholders and their importance of those trees, that they've highlighted that to us. I know Councillor SRI and the local Member, Jackie Trad, have been liaising with Council over this project. We're also continuing to work collaboratively with Minister Bailey. I can confirm that last week the LORD MAYOR and I met with him via Zoom to confirm a number of project details, including the concept of operations. 


So, how the Metro will work on the busway and all practical aspects of that and the vehicle specification, so the technical specifications of the Metro vehicles. As part of that, we also let him know that Council will not be taking delivery of the light tram prototype that we were scheduled to take midway through this year. So, as all Councillors are aware, Hess and its project partners, Volgren and ABB, are designing and building the electric Metro vehicle, with zero tailpipe emissions and the state-of-the-art charging infrastructure that ABB will be delivering. 


To inform the detailed design of that vehicle, Council had intended to take delivery of a Swiss version of the light tram, so a pilot vehicle. But as a result of the COVID-19 travel restrictions, we have elected to not take up that option at the moment. I can confirm that that is for a number of reasons. Particularly, the customs restrictions to get the vehicle into the country at the moment would have been exceedingly difficult. It also would have had to have come with a Swiss driver. With some of the border closures and the restrictions around our borders at the moment, that would have been exceedingly difficult, not only for the vehicle, but for the driver, as well.


So, this vehicle is in service. It is known overseas. So, we're very confident in the quality of the vehicle. We remain confident that we'll be able to deliver an experience that our customers will love, when the first vehicle that Council has contracted for arrives into Brisbane next year. So, with those few words, Chair, I'll leave it there.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor CASSIDY.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Yeah, thanks, Chair. Just want to add our thanks to the bus drivers and other Transport for Brisbane staff and ferry and CityCat operators who have been doing a tough job in extraordinary circumstances, continuing to operate our public transport system here in Brisbane, on road and on river, through the COVID-19 global pandemic that we've had. However, we appreciate the words that Councillor MURPHY has thanked all those staff on behalf of the organisation. 


However, we do think that those bus drivers particularly are owned an apology from Councillor MURPHY and from the LORD MAYOR when Council forced bus drivers to ration hand sanitiser in tiny little bottles, when this Administration was attempting to send hand sanitiser over to China. That's an absolute disgrace.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor JOHNSTON. 

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, thank you, Mr Chair. I, too, would just like to take the opportunity to thank all the bus drivers and the staff for keeping our city running. I know there's been a big drop off in patronage from the figures that we've seen over the last few days. I did have the chance to catch the bus, oh, I don't know, a couple of weeks ago I was on the bus. It was interesting, the 104, which this Administration's like to cut in previous years still had quite a few people on it, which just shows people are still relying on the bus, particularly the elderly on those local routes that get them to the hospitals and the shops and so forth. 


So, it's been good that we've been able to keep it running. I just want to thank our bus drivers and all of the cleaning staff and support staff who've been able to keep them running so effectively. I listened with great interest to Councillor MURPHY's explanation of all the additional cleaning that's been going on to keep the Council buses hygienic for patronage. I think that's an excellent thing. I'll just flag now to Councillor MARX that I asked a similar question this morning in City Standards about the playgrounds. 


I'm hoping she'll be able to give us as detailed a response as Councillor MURPHY in her Committee a bit later on. Because I know, as we reopen Council facilities, the standard we've set with keeping our buses clean and hygienic has been an extremely good one. I certainly would like some information, on behalf of the residents I represent, about other parts of Council, so we see a similar high standard being implemented there. Thank you.

Chair:
Further speakers? I see no further speakers. 

Councillor MURPHY. 

Councillor MURPHY:
Yeah, thanks, Chair. Just quickly on some of those comments from Councillor CASSIDY just before. It was almost a nice generous bipartisan display of thanks for our bus operators and all our people working in TfB. But then it descended into a Kristina Keneally-style dog whistle on China and some kind of sabre rattling with the unions. Yeah, it almost came close to being graceful, but we didn't quite get there. So, I'm hopeful next week, Councillor CASSIDY, we might—
Councillor interjecting.
Chair:
No, no interjections. 

Councillor MURPHY.

Councillor MURPHY:
Yeah, that's it, Chair, there's nothing more. 

Chair:
I'll now put the resolution. 
Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of the report of the Public and Active Transport Committee was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows(
ATTENDANCE:
Councillor Ryan Murphy (Chair), Councillor Angela Owen (Deputy Chair) and Councillors Greg Adermann, Jared Cassidy, Steven Huang and Jonathan Sri.
A
COMMITTEE PRESENTATION – TRANSPORT FOR BRISBANE’S RESPONSE TO COVID-19 

556/2019-20

1.
The Manager, Bus Operations, Transport for Brisbane, attended the meeting to provide an overview on Transport for Brisbane’s response to COVID‑19. He provided the information below.
2.
The three categories of Transport for Brisbane’s response to COVID-19 are sanitising, social distancing and support to staff. 

3. 
Transport for Brisbane has moved to a daily sanitising regime for the entire bus fleet, which includes more than 1,220 vehicles across seven depots. A video of a Council officer sanitising a bus via fogging was shown to the Committee.
4. 
The sanitiser product used by bus operators, e-Guard X, is an entirely natural cleaning product.
5. 
CityCats and ferries are sanitised daily by Transdev Brisbane Ferries.

6. 
To meet social distancing requirements, buses are accepting go cards only and the rear door is used for boarding. To ensure social distance spacing from the Bus Operator, there is limited access to the front left seat. 

7. 
Photos of social distancing signs and changes to bus station boarding processes were shown to the Committee.

8. 
Transport for Brisbane is ensuring the safety of all staff, including high-risk staff members. As per Queensland Health guidelines, employees at greatest risk include people aged 70 years and over; people aged 65 years and over with chronic medical conditions; people with compromised immune systems; and people of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander backgrounds aged 50 years and over. Council provides a variety of leave options to staff, including pandemic leave and stand down with pay arrangements. 

9. 
To further support staff, counter screens have been installed at various depots where interactions with the public take place. Staff are also provided regular communications related to COVID-19 and are able to access remote working options where possible. 

10. 
Following a number of questions from the Committee, the Chair thanked the Manager, Bus Operations, Transport for Brisbane, for his informative presentation.

11
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.

ADOPTED

INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE

Councillor David McLACHLAN, Chair of the Infrastructure Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Peter MATIC, that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 5 May 2020, be adopted.

Chair:
Is there any debate? 

Councillor McLACHLAN.

Councillor McLACHLAN:
Thank you, Mr Chair. An historic meeting, of course, by Zoom. I think we're all getting the hang of Zoom for Committee meetings. But I’m certainly looking forward to face to face meetings for Committees resuming as well, so we can all eyeball each other in appropriately separated space in one of the Committee rooms of Council. The presentation last week at the beginning of the year, well, following the election, was an overview of the Infrastructure Committee. 


Most members of the Committee are newly onboard in that Committee. So, it was a great opportunity to provide members of the Committee with an overview of what's involved in the portfolio and its major component parts, which includes the City Projects Office (CPO), which is the Council's inhouse project management and design group, providing for great outcomes in a range of deliverables across the whole of the Council programs. So, Councillor MURPHY just outlined a couple really well, in terms of what would have been, or what was a CPO design for the Murphy and Ellison Road intersection upgrade, providing the outcomes which came from the work of the CPO planners in the first instance.


My own experience with great work along the Kingsford Smith Drive project upgrade. Fantastic open space has come as a consequence and designed in at the very start of the project. So, great work that's undertaken by CPO. 

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor McLACHLAN:
Was there chatter from the side there somewhere? Yeah. We also heard about the work which I think is one of the principal areas of Councillor interest, Transport Planning and Operations, which is responsible for all the works that are done to keep people moving safely and efficiently across the city. Down to projects which we know that Councillors place great store in, like the LED road signs and the SAM signs and requests for traffic calming, which are all managed by CPO. Also, within Infrastructure, we have the Asset Management branch, which is responsible for the strategic management of Council's assets, including roads, but also including stormwater, buildings, parks, community assets, our ducts and fibre networks. 


So, Asset Management coordinates management practices across the city, to make sure that our assets are maintained to a high standard and also provides innovative ways to enhance those assets. So, those areas will provide more in‑depth reports in the course of the year in the Committee presentations. I look forward to hearing those reports. The other work that was undertaken last week in the Committee was the consideration of five petitions. If any Councillors want to debate any of those, I'd be happy to let them do so and then come back for a response afterwards. Thank you, Mr Chair. 

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor GRIFFITHS.

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
Yeah, thanks, Mr Chair. Look, it was an interesting presentation last week. I did ask Councillor McLACHLAN today for a copy of that presentation. Haven't received it yet, so hopefully that can be sent through to the office or loaded on to AsdeqDocs. In relation to the work that Council does, obviously is a significant opportunity at the moment to look at ways that we could actually potentially enhance employment and enhance what we're doing over the city with our infrastructure program, so that we're actually building on the opportunity of creating employment in our city. Hopefully, that's been looked at by the Administration and both small and large projects are being considered. 


Our concern still remains the fact that the infrastructure spend for the city is very much focused on a very large proportion going to the inner city. That includes the proposal for the four new green bridges, as well as the expense that's currently being undertaken with Kingsford Smith Drive, which incidentally has blown out by a year. As well as, my understanding is, over $1 billion of the Metro money is actually being spent on inner city tunnels for the Metro project. While we're doing those tunnels, we're ignoring actual car parking for people, or commuters using the buses who want to access the city. 


So, there seems to be some imbalance in the delivery of this program. We believe there's much more opportunity for it to be delivered and turned around so that you can actually present better opportunities for the whole city. With that, I draw an example of the south-west suburbs, south-western suburbs of Brisbane. They're the industrial area, the working area of the city. That area has seen very little expenditure on infrastructure funding, and yet it delivers significantly, both to the rates and the workforce of the city. 


If you look at the future plans, both Federally and at State levels, you've got opportunities that will come from the Inland Rail project being done by the Federal and State Governments, which will finish in Acacia Ridge. You've got our own planning which has been undertaken to expand industry in that area significantly. You have the Cross River Rail project coming on board and you have significant issues with heavy vehicle congestion through that area of the city. 


So, I would like to see, and we would like to see as an Administration, that this LNP Council puts more money into the suburbs, into those areas of the city that have been missing out under the current focus of the Administration. Just adding to that also, we should take into account that the Ipswich Motorway is being upgraded by the Federal and State Government, but Council, still today, has not released its plans for its upgrade of Ipswich Road between the Clem7 tunnel and where the roadworks are being undertaken by the Federal and State Government.


So, there are many missed opportunities here or many delays that I think Council needs to respond to in this program and that’s why infrastructure is so important for what we’re doing. Thank you.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor COOK.

Councillor COOK:
Thank you, Chair. I just want to speak really briefly on item C, that is the petition about the upgrade of the pedestrian—well the red pavement marking on Oxford Street, to a pedestrian crossing. I just want to indicate my support for the recommendation and also my support for Oxford Street to be investigated for a suburban corridor modernisation as part of that program. 

Oxford Street is highly patronised by both pedestrians and cyclists and we do have bus services on that street as well. There are a number of pedestrian crossings and this red pavement marking has been an issue for some time. There are almost daily near misses. 

I would ask that this upgrade to that particular pavement marking be prioritised in either the current or next financial year. I think that that can be done separately to the suburban corridor modernisation investigations. 

I would also support a further reduction of speed on Oxford Street. It is noted that in parts it is 40 kilometres an hour. I would in fact support a further reduction to 30 kilometres an hour. I think that given the nature of Oxford Street and the usage of Oxford Street, particularly during the COVID-19 restrictions, we’ve seen an increase in the walking and cyclists that are using Oxford Street and I think that’s going to continue. We’ve got Bulimba Memorial Park as well on Oxford Street, which is highly patronised ordinarily and increasingly so as well. 

So, I just want to indicate my support for the recommendation, but also that that marking be considered as a priority prior to those other works being undertaken.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, I just rise to speak briefly on item B, the petition requesting Council to reduce the speed limit on Chelmer Street—Chelmer Street, East Chelmer, to 40 kilometres an hour. Firstly, can I say it’s taken a long time for this petition to come forward and when it was originally sent to me in the first draft, it basically said no, we’re not going to do anything at all and I pushed back at that stage and said well that’s not acceptable.


The SAM signs which have rotated there over the last couple of years clearly show that there is a problem with volume and speed along Chelmer Street East and residents are very concerned about safety. 

For those people who know this area, it is an extremely busy precinct. There are major sporting clubs on one side of Chelmer Street East and there is a church and there are residences. There are—there’s a rail bridge so it’s one of the access points east-west between Honour Avenue and Oxley Road. So, it is quite busy.

Now, the portable speed sign, the SAM sign, indicates that there is a problem. It’s currently 50 kilometres an hour along there and SAM shows that about 16% of all vehicles are speeding. There’s about 1,700 vehicles a day using the street and I think it says in there 37 residents of Chelmer. They are pretty much all in Chelmer Street East. Almost every single resident in the street signed the petition and some in the neighbouring street behind.

The residents are very supportive of 40 kilometres per hour. I note that where I’ve made these requests for other streets in my ward, it’s been problematic. Council has not been willing to act and recently, Honour Avenue, Graceville, is a good example of that. It took almost 10 years to get them to reduce the speed along Hyde Road in Yeronga and we had to petition multiple times for that.

So, I’d just say that I don’t think Council is meeting resident’s expectations about how traffic can be safely managed in suburban streets. This street is more complex because there are only limited ways you can go east-west in Tennyson Ward. We only have a couple of low rail bridges and an open level rail crossing, so the streets —the cross-streets, between Oxley Road and Honour Avenue necessarily carry higher volumes of vehicles.

So, in my view, it is critical that that is at a safe speed. Now, what we’re seeing is, 85% of traffic is travelling at 58—up to 58 kilometres an hour so there’s a huge amount of people who are really speeding.

Yes, that is a police issue without question and these results have been sent to the police and the residents certainly have also spoken with the police about doing some enforcement. But the message we need to send here is, that the speed limit should be significantly lowered. 

If it was 40, it will force drivers to slow down. It will make it safer for people heading to church or to AFL or to the personal trainer or the gym or Barbeque Mafia for dinner. There’s any number of different reasons why people are on foot there and it’s really, really important that we practically look at reducing the speed in some key streets like this to 40 to meet resident’s expectations.

It won’t impact on traffic movements. This is not a long street, it’s only a few hundred metres long, so I just want to say that I strongly support the residents’ request for 40 kilometres an hour. 

I was disappointed with the initial response but I know now that after pushing back with Council, that they are prepared to do another survey. The last survey was undertaken four years ago in November 2016, and at that stage, it showed that 85% of vehicles were travelling at 57 kilometres an hour. So, there has been an increase as well over that time.

It's important that Council does do the traffic survey. I note Councillor McLACHLAN said it’d be done when traffic patterns are more normalised so possibly later in the year. I appreciate that’s a sensible approach given traffic is certainly not at normal levels at the moment. 

So, I just want to place on the record, very strongly, my support for 40 kilometres an hour on Chelmer Street East. I want to encourage Council, when things are back to normal, to put the black tube counter down and to do the survey. To really listen to the residents who live, work and play in this part of Chelmer and to make the street safer for all residents who walk or cycle or drive along Chelmer Street East and reduce the speed limit to 40 kilometres an hour. Thank you.

Chair:
Further speakers? I see no further speakers. 

Councillor McLACHLAN.

Councillor McLACHLAN:
Thank you, Mr Chair. Look, I’ll wrap up. Thank you to all Councillors who participated in that debate, but I must correct the record with what was just said by the Councillor for Tennyson Ward about the reason for why this petition took so long to come through.


The reason was that when it first came through in February, the last Committee meeting before the election, Councillor JOHNSTON, having previously indicated her support for the recommendation, at the Committee meeting declared she was now opposed to that recommendation—

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Point of order.

Councillor McLACHLAN:
—and so it laid on the table.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Point of order.

Chair:
Excuse me, point of order to you, Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, claim to be misrepresented.

Councillor McLACHLAN:
Councillor JOHNSTON, I went and checked the record on the file about your interactions with the Council officers who noted your support—

Chair:
Councillor McLACHLAN. Councillor McLACHLAN, can I insist that you put comments through the Chair and refer to Councillors by third person, please.

Councillor McLACHLAN:
Certainly, Mr Chair. My apologies for that. I did, Mr Chair, check the file on this particular petition and the responses and noted that Councillor JOHNSTON had indicated her support for the recommendations. The recommendations were entirely consistent with the recommendations of officers for other submissions and, as Councillor JOHNSTON has just said, this was in the notes from what she had originally said was unacceptable and forced that petition to lay on the table. 

But as she just noted, the original draft that lay on the table and was passed in our Committee last week said that Council proposes to undertake a new count early next year—early this year, my apologies, when traffic returns to it usual weekday levels to assess current traffic volumes and speeds on the roads.

Well, that was what went through in the petition that we considered in our Committee when you were on it, Councillor JOHNSTON, through you, Mr Chair to Councillor JOHNSTON, on 4 February and it is what was passed through our Committee now after the election. It’s a shame that it had to take this length of time as a consequence of your behaviour in the Committee back in February to force that consideration of that petition to lay on the table, but we’ve got it there.

I remind all Councillors that the requests that we receive for reductions in speed aren’t those of Council alone. Those who have been here for a while are aware that it—requests for reductions in speed have to go to a Speed Management Committee. 

While Council officers are happy to undertake the work that records the speed and volume of traffic on roads, and I agree that it should wait on all these requests until we get back to normal operations, but those—that data has to go to a Speed Management Committee for consideration and response and recommendation, and that involves the Department of Main Roads, Police and Council.

So, a request for a speed reduction isn’t Council’s alone to make a decision on, although we certainly—we will participate in the data collection to inform the decisions of the Speed Management Committee. 

Councillor GRIFFITHS, thank you for your comments on major infrastructure projects. I agree that we should be making sure that the infrastructure in industrial areas of the city is well maintained. That is one of the drivers of the Kingsford Smith Drive upgrade project, which is a crucial element in our city’s industrial area for the airport, for TradeCoast Central and for the port precinct.

So, without the KSD upgrade, a critical area of our city that provides work and products for the workers in our city and for the output that goes across Queensland and interstate, all comes from the Eagle Farm area. A lot comes from the Eagle Farm area and it relies on the road network. 

That’s why we always refer to Kingston Smith Drive upgrade as a whole of city project and one of the major drivers is making sure we have the infrastructure necessary to meet the needs of a growing city, particularly the industrial areas of our city. With that, I close my remarks, Mr Chair. Thank you, very much.

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON, you had a misrepresentation? Please limit your—

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, thank you.

Chair:
Please limit your comments to the misrepresentation at hand.


Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes. In my speech, Councillor McLACHLAN has misrepresented me. I pushed back on this recommendation when it was first given to me in January because I did not support the recommendation and I asked—

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
Okay. Alright.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
I asked for changes to be made and when it was sent back to me, it had not got the right information in it. I saw that when it came to Committee—

Chair:
Okay, thank you, Councillor—

Councillor JOHNSTON:
—and I asked for it to be changed.

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
I will now—

Councillor JOHNSTON:
It is. It’s in writing.

Chair:
No. I would like to—please.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
He didn’t check the file properly. In writing.

Chair:
Okay. Councillors, I will now put the resolution. 
Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of the report of the Infrastructure Committee was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows(
ATTENDANCE:
Councillor David McLachlan (Chair), Councillor Peter Matic (Deputy Chair), and Councillors Fiona Hammond, Sarah Hutton, Steve Griffiths and Charles Strunk.
A
COMMITTEE PRESENTATION – BRISBANE INFRASTRUCTURE OVERVIEW
557/2019-20

1.
The Divisional Manager, Brisbane Infrastructure, attended the meeting to provide an overview of Brisbane Infrastructure. They provided the information below.
2.
The responsibilities of Brisbane Infrastructure are to:

· work within the framework of Brisbane Vision 2031, Transport Plan for Brisbane – Strategic Directions and Brisbane City Plan 2014
· develop and deliver Council’s Infrastructure agenda

· develop strategy, plan for operational delivery, and execute a substantial portfolio of capital works, and recurrent expenditure for ongoing services and maintenance

· oversee the full lifecycle of infrastructure from planning to design, delivery, construction, operation and maintenance.

3.
Brisbane Infrastructure is comprised of the following branches and groups:

· Asset Management

· City Projects Office (CPO)

· Transport Planning and Operations (TPO)

· Field Services (under the portfolio of the City Standards, Community Health and Safety Committee).
4.
The Infrastructure portfolio provides:

· management of the transport network

· strategic planning of road corridor needs

· delivery of major projects i.e. Kingsford Smith Drive and Wynnum Road

· implementation of efficient corridor lighting for a safe network

· delivery of best value road resurfacing

· maintenance of quality amenity in the road corridors

· sustainable upgrades and reconstruction of bridges and structures (transport, river)

· efficient use of the road transport corridors

· use of best practice traffic management through partnerships with the Department of Transport and Main Roads (TMR), TransLink and Transport for Brisbane in the Brisbane Metropolitan Traffic Management Centre (BMTMC)

· implementation of Congestion Reduction Unit (CRU) initiatives such as arterial road improvements, variable message signs, CCTV and Bluetooth

· providing suburban amenity and safety enhancements

· efficient operation of parking services both on and off street

· optimisation of road space utilisation through permits, education and compliance

· project management of significant projects

· Wynnum Road upgrade

· Kingsford Smith Drive upgrade

· Murphy Road and Ellison Road upgrade

· River Access Network Hubs

· projects within other portfolios including Brisbane Metro, Green Bridges, bikeways, skate and BMX facilities, library upgrades, pools and parks

· best value asset management

· strategic asset management plans

· minimisation of whole of life costs

· management of Council standards for infrastructure

· project assessment and coordination with Queensland Government led infrastructure projects

· asset data management and analysis

· implementation of LED street lighting

· management of Council’s fibre network

· coordination with third party entities and Council’s participation in memorandum of understandings.

5.
The Asset Management branch is responsible for the strategic management of Council’s built and natural assets including roads, storm water buildings, properties, optic fibre, parks and community assets. The functions and priorities of the branch include:

· infrastructure standards management

· asset data management and improvements

· project assessment for State Government infrastructure contributed assets

· providing internal organisational controls, processes and systems for managing and reducing security risks

· managing Council’s properties and parking stations

· asset management planning and reviewing the remaining useful lives of assets

· identification of assets at risk

· Economic Development Queensland and/or TMR project infrastructure development quality

· car park management

· property and lease management

· corporate security and working with the Queensland Police Service.

6.
CPO provides professional services across project management, built environment and engineering disciplines. As an in-house project management and design group, emphasis is placed on adding value, quality, design best practice, innovation and environmental sustainability. Responsibilities include the delivery of major infrastructure including road and transport projects, building and civic projects, water and environment projects, corporate project management excellence, architecture, urban design and planning.

7.
CPO’s current and recently completed major projects include:

· Brisbane Metro

· Green Bridges

· Wynnum Road and Kingsford Smith Drive upgrades

· Rive Access Network Hubs at New Farm Park and City Botanic Gardens

· City Botanic Riverwalk

· Murphy Road and Ellison Road intersection upgrade

· Woolloongabba Bikeway

· CityCat 22

· Guyatt Park Ferry Terminal.

8.
As a branch, TPO’s mission is to facilitate the most efficient transport network for all modes to make customers’ journeys safe, efficient and sustainable. The responsibilities of TPO include:

· managing planned and unplanned incidents on the road network and the operation of Council’s traffic signal network

· monitoring and evaluating road network performance

· managing Council’s transport engagement internally and externally on major government and private projects 

· providing strategic transport planning advice in relation to major infrastructure and development projects, within Brisbane CBD and the inner-city

· providing strategic transport planning advice across Council in relation to major land use and transport planning studies

· Road Corridor Occupancy Permit assessments

· strategic transport planning and development of the road and freight network plans

· program management and budget coordination.

9.
Field Services is a delivery arm for Council’s asset owners through civil construction and maintenance services. Products and services delivered by Field Services includes:

· construction and maintenance of civil and structural assets across Brisbane

· strategic and operational asset management of Council’s road, cycle and pedestrian structures such as cross river bridges i.e. the Story Bridge

· quarry and civil construction products

· asphalt production, transport and laying

· road resurfacing, road maintenance and line marking, including the delivery of the Smoother Streets Program

· maintenance and installation of signs.
10.
Following a number of questions from the Committee, the Chair thanked the Divisional Manager, Brisbane Infrastructure, for their informative presentation.

11.
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.

ADOPTED

B
PETITION – Requesting Council reduce the speed limit on Chelmer Street East, Chelmer, to 40 km/h to improve the safety of residents, pedestrians and cyclists


CA19/998737

558/2019-20

12.
A petition from residents, requesting Council reduce the speed limit on Chelmer Street East, Chelmer, to 40 km/h to improve the safety of residents, pedestrians and cyclists, was presented to the meeting of Council held on 15 October 2019, by Councillor Nicole Johnston, and received.

13.
The Manager, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, provided the following information.

14.
Of the petitioners, 39 live in Chelmer, 17 live in other suburbs of the City of Brisbane and three live outside the City of Brisbane.

15.
Chelmer Street East functions as a neighbourhood road in Council’s road hierarchy and is one of only a few streets providing a direct link from Honour Avenue to Oxley Road, access to local residential properties and access to Chelmer train station. There is a pedestrian refuge island installed adjacent to the Sherwood Magpies Australian Football Club and there is a posted speed limit of 50 km/h. There are no Council bus stops constructed along this street. Attachment B shows a locality map (submitted on file). 

16.
Speed limits on all roads in Queensland are set in accordance with the Queensland Government’s Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices, a document prepared by the Department of Transport and Main Roads. This ensures that speed limits are set in a consistent and credible manner across the entire State of Queensland.

17.
In determining appropriate speed limits, consideration is given to a wide range of road attributes including function, alignment, carriageway width, roadside hazards, land use, intersection density, driveway access density and traffic volume. Analysis of the existing traffic speed profile is also conducted to ensure that the speed limit is representative of the general perception of a reasonable travel speed on a specific section of road or network of roads.

18.
A traffic count was undertaken in November 2016 which highlighted some non-compliance with the posted speed limit. Attachment C (submitted on file) shows the traffic count results. The speed at which 85% of all vehicles were travelling was approximately 57 km/h. During the same period, approximately 1,596 vehicles were recorded travelling on Chelmer Street East each day. Traffic volumes are within an acceptable level for a road of this nature, especially given its role as a key connection between Honour Avenue and Oxley Road. However, given the time which has passed since the previous traffic count, Council proposes to undertake a new count early this year when traffic returns to its usual weekday levels to assess current traffic volumes and speeds on the road.

19.
Council officers have also reviewed the most recent data from the official Queensland Government crash history for the Chelmer Street East road corridor between Honour Avenue and Oxley Road. Between April 2009 and April 2019, there was one recorded crash as a result of poor driver behaviour and speed was not a factor. 

20.
To promote safety through driver awareness and minimise speeding on suburban roads, Council has implemented the Speed Awareness Monitors (SAM) program. SAMs are installed for a minimum of one month and increase motorist awareness of their travelling speed by acting as a reminder to adhere to the speed limit. The citywide program has seen a marked decrease in the number of motorists travelling over the speed limit when passing the signs, with an average speed reduction of more than 8 km/h across all sites since the program began in late 2013. 

21.
A SAM was most recently installed to the east of Chelmer Street East’s intersection with Appel Street between 18 April and 29 June 2019. The SAM was effective in this 50 km/h location, with the average speed of motorists who were recorded exceeding the limit dropping by 8 km/h after passing the sign. A SAM is scheduled to be returned to this location in April 2020 and it is anticipated that the sign will assist in moderating vehicle speeds again.

22.
While Chelmer Street East provides an important road connection in the local network, depending on the outcome of the new traffic count, Council officers will assess if further investigations regarding a speed limit review are warranted.

23.
Considering the speed results of the previous traffic count, should the new count identify poor compliance with the posted speed limit, Council will also provide the results to the Queensland Police Service (QPS) to assist with coordinating targeted enforcement activities. The petitioners are also encouraged to raise their concerns about speeding directly with the QPS via the Hoon Hotline on 13 HOON (13 46 66).

Consultation

24.
Councillor Nicole Johnston, Councillor for Tennyson Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation.


Customer impact
25.
The response will address the petitioners’ concerns.

26.
The Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed, with Councillor Steve Griffiths abstaining.

27.
RECOMMENDATION:


THAT the information in this submission be noted and the draft response, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE SENT to the head petitioner.
Attachment A

Draft Response

Petition Reference: CA19/998737
Thank you for your petition requesting Council to reduce the speed limit of Chelmer Street East, Chelmer, to 40km/h to improve the safety of residents, pedestrians and cyclists. 
Your feedback about the speed of vehicles travelling along Chelmer Street East has been noted. Speed limits on all roads in Queensland are set in accordance with the Queensland Government’s Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices, a document prepared by the Department of Transport and Main Roads. This ensures that speed limits are set in a consistent and credible manner across the entire State of Queensland.

In determining appropriate speed limits, consideration is given to a wide range of road attributes including function, alignment, carriageway width, roadside hazards, land use, intersection density, driveway access density and traffic volume. Analysis of the existing traffic speed profile is also conducted to ensure that the speed limit is representative of the general perception of a reasonable travel speed on a specific section of road or network of roads.

A traffic count was undertaken in November 2016 which highlighted some non-compliance with the posted speed limit. The speed at which 85% of all vehicles were travelling was approximately 57 km/h. During the same period, approximately 1,596 vehicles were recorded travelling on Chelmer Street East each day. Traffic volumes are within an acceptable level for a road of this nature, especially given its role as a key connection between Honour Avenue and Oxley Road. However, given the time which has passed since the previous traffic count, Council proposes to undertake a new count early this year when traffic returns to its usual weekday levels to assess current traffic volumes and speeds on the road.

Council officers have also reviewed the most recent data from the official Queensland Government crash history for the Chelmer Street East road corridor between Honour Avenue and Oxley Road. Between April 2009 and April 2019, there was one recorded crash as a result of poor driver behaviour and speed was not a factor. 

To promote safety through driver awareness and minimise speeding on suburban roads, Council has implemented the Speed Awareness Monitors (SAM) program. SAMs are installed for a minimum of one month and increase motorist awareness of their travelling speed by acting as a reminder to adhere to the speed limit. The citywide program has seen a marked decrease in the number of motorists travelling over the speed limit when passing the signs, with an average speed reduction of more than 8 km/h across all sites since the program began in late 2013. 

A SAM was most recently installed to the east of Chelmer Street East’s intersection with Appel Street between 18 April and 29 June 2019. The SAM was effective in this 50 km/h location, with the average speed of motorists who were recorded exceeding the limit dropping by 8 km/h after passing the sign. A SAM is scheduled to be returned to this location in April 2020 and it is anticipated that the sign will assist in moderating vehicle speeds again.

While Chelmer Street East provides an important road connection in the local network, depending on the outcome of the new traffic count, Council officers will assess if further investigations regarding a speed limit review are warranted.

Considering the speed results of the previous traffic count, should the new count identify poor compliance with the posted speed limit, Council will also provide the results to the Queensland Police Service (QPS) to assist with coordinating targeted enforcement activities. You are also encouraged to raise your concerns about speeding directly with the QPS via the Hoon Hotline on 13 HOON (13 46 66).

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Mr Kiran Sreedharan, Senior Transport Network Officer, Transport Network Operations ‑ South, Investigations Unit, Transport Network Operations, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, on (07) 3178 1178.
ADOPTED

C
PETITIONS – Requesting Council formalise the red pavement threshold located on Oxford Street, to the east of Duke Street, Bulimba, as a marked zebra crossing to give pedestrians priority in the 2019-20 financial year

CA19/1176976 and CA19/1193881
559/2019-20

28.
Two petitions from residents, requesting Council formalise the red pavement threshold located on Oxford Street, to the east of Duke Street, Bulimba, as a marked zebra crossing to give pedestrians priority in the 2019-20 financial year, were presented to the meeting of Council held on 3 December 2019, by Councillor Kara Cook, and received.
29.
The Manager, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, provided the following information.
30.
The first petition (CA19/1176976) contains 28 signatures. All of the petitioners live in various suburbs of the City of Brisbane. The second petition (CA19/1193881) contains 52 signatures. Of the petitioners, 51 live in various suburbs of the City of Brisbane and one lives outside the City of Brisbane.

31.
The petitioners are requesting that the red pavement threshold on Oxford Street, near the intersection of Duke Street, Bulimba, be formalised into a marked zebra crossing. This is to avoid confusion between pedestrians and motorists at this location, which occurs given that there are three adjacent zebra crossings on Oxford Street which are marked over similar red pavement thresholds.

32.
Oxford Street is a district access road under Council’s road hierarchy and is utilised by more than 8,500 vehicles per day. District access roads facilitate the movement of people and goods within and through suburbs, including bus and heavy vehicle usage. Sections of Oxford Street include a significant commercial and retail precinct and there are high numbers of pedestrians crossing the road in the vicinity. 

33.
A reduced 40 km/h speed limit is in place between Riding Road and Godwin Street. There are five Council bus services operating on Oxford Street. Attachment B shows a locality map (submitted on file).

34.
The petitioners’ request for the pavement marking to be formalised into a zebra crossing has been noted. A formal pedestrian crossing at this location is listed for funding in a future Council budget. 

35.
In addition, Oxford Street has been identified as a potential location for future investigation, design and community consultation for Suburban Corridor Modernisation improvements. Given the nature of the road and roadside activity, a review of the entire length of the corridor is considered to be the preferred approach to ensure the safe and consistent application of suitably spaced pedestrian crossings along the road and in consideration of feedback from adjacent residents and businesses. 

36.
All requests for pedestrian crossings and traffic improvement projects are prioritised and funding is allocated each financial year in Council’s budget to those areas in most need. The future investigation of Oxford Street under Council’s Suburban Corridor Modernisation program will be considered for future funding in a future Council budget to progress with investigations, design and community consultation for corridor improvements.

Consultation

37.
Councillor Kara Cook, Councillor for Morningside Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation.


Customer impact
38.
The response will address the petitioners’ concerns.

39.
The Executive Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed, with Councillor Steve Griffiths abstaining.
40.
RECOMMENDATION:


THAT the information in this submission be noted and the draft RESPONSE, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE SENT to the head petitioner.
Attachment A

Draft Response

Petition References: CA19/1176976 and CA19/1193881

Thank you for your petitions requesting Council formalise the red pavement threshold located on Oxford Street, to the east of Duke Street, Bulimba, as a marked zebra crossing to give pedestrians priority in the 2019-20 financial year.

Sections of Oxford Street include a significant commercial and retail precinct, and there are high numbers of pedestrians crossing the road in the vicinity. In recognition of the high pedestrian presence, a reduced 40 km/h speed limit is in place between Riding Road and Godwin Street.
In relation to your request for a pedestrian crossing over Duke Street at its intersection with Oxford Street, a formal pedestrian crossing at this location is listed for funding in a future Council budget. 
In addition, Oxford Street has been identified as a potential location for future investigation, design and community consultation for Suburban Corridor Modernisation improvements. Given the nature of the road and roadside activity, a review of the entire length of the corridor is considered to be the preferred approach to ensure the safe and consistent application of suitably spaced pedestrian crossings along the road and in consideration of feedback from adjacent residents and businesses. 

All requests for pedestrian crossings and traffic improvement projects are prioritised and funding is allocated each financial year in Council’s budget to those areas in most need. The future investigation of Oxford Street under Council’s Suburban Corridor Modernisation program will be considered for future funding in a future Council budget to progress with investigations, design and community consultation for corridor improvements.

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Mr Brian Nichol, Senior Transport Network Officer, Transport Network Operations ‑ East, Investigations Unit, Transport Network Operations, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, on (07) 3403 7674.
Thank you for raising this matter.

ADOPTED

D
PETITION – Requesting Council install a yellow ‘no stopping’ line along Lachlan Drive, Wakerley, to ensure the safety of all road users and pedestrian traffic


CA19/1253134
560/2019-20

41.
A petition from residents, requesting Council install a yellow ‘no stopping’ line along Lachlan Drive, Wakerley, to ensure the safety of all road users and pedestrian traffic, was received during the Summer Recess 2019-20.
42.
The Manager, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, provided the following information.
43.
The petition contains 22 signatures. Of the petitioners, 11 live on Lachlan Drive, six live in other suburbs of the City of Brisbane and five live outside the City of Brisbane.
44.
The petitioners are concerned about the safety of residents accessing their properties due to vehicles parking on both sides of Lachlan Drive. The petitioners are requesting a yellow ‘no stopping’ line along one side of Lachlan Drive to improve access and safety.

45.
Lachlan Drive is a 50 km/h neighbourhood access road providing access to local residential properties, ending in a cul-de-sac with no through access to other streets. Attachment B shows a locality map (submitted on file). 

46.
The petitioners’ request for a yellow line down one side of Lachlan Drive has been noted. Lachlan Drive is approximately 5.5 metres wide around the bend at its intersection with Hayes Street, which can accommodate parking on one side and allow safe movement of through vehicles. Provided that vehicles are parked in accordance with the Queensland Road Rules (the road rules), and leaving three metres clearance between the parked vehicle and the opposite kerb (or a vehicle parked opposite), this should not compromise access. It is acknowledged that at times drivers may have to utilise a driveway or another clear space to pull over, to give way to a vehicle traveling in the opposite direction, however, this is not considered a problem in local access streets.

47.
Council prefers to reserve the application of formal restrictions for situations where there are issues with ongoing non-compliance with the road rules, or at locations such as crests or curves where it is necessary to restrict parking on safety grounds.

48.
Council could consider restricting parking along one side of a local street if there was demonstrated majority support from the residents, with at least 60% of households supporting the proposal. The current petition does not indicate this level of support, and in the absence of any significant history of illegal parking issues, formal parking restrictions by way of a yellow line marking is not supported at this time.

49.
Should the petitioners observe vehicles parking illegally in Lachlan Drive, this can be reported to Council via its 24-hour Contact Centre on (07) 3403 8888 for parking enforcement.

Consultation

50.
Councillor Ryan Murphy, Councillor for Chandler Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation.

Customer impact
51.
The response will address the petitioners’ concerns
52.
The Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed, with Councillor Steve Griffiths abstaining.
53.
RECOMMENDATION:


THAT the information in this submission be noted and the draft response, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, be sent to the head petitioner.
Attachment A
Draft response

Petition Reference: CA19/1253134

Thank you for your petition requesting Council install a yellow ‘no stopping’ line along Lachlan Drive, Wakerley, to ensure the safety of all road users and pedestrian traffic.

Your request for a yellow line down one side of Lachlan Drive has been noted. Lachlan Drive is approximately 5.5 metres wide around the bend at its intersection with Hayes Street, which can accommodate parking on one side and allow safe movement of through vehicles. Provided that vehicles are parked in accordance with the Queensland Road Rules (the road rules), and leaving three metres clearance between the parked vehicle and the opposite kerb (or a vehicle parked opposite), this should not compromise access. It is acknowledged that at times drivers may have to utilise a driveway or another clear space to pull over, to give way to a vehicle traveling in the opposite direction, however, this is not considered a problem in local access streets.

Council prefers to reserve the application of  formal restrictions for situations where there are issues with ongoing non-compliance with the road rules, or at locations such as crests or curves where it is necessary to restrict parking on safety grounds.

Council could consider restricting parking along one side of a local street if there was demonstrated majority support from the residents, with at least 60% of households supporting the proposal. The current petition does not indicate this level of support, and in the absence of any significant history of illegal parking issues, formal parking restrictions by way of a yellow line marking is not supported at this time.

Should the petitioners observe vehicles parking illegally in Lachlan Drive, this can be reported to Council via its 24-hour Contact Centre on (07) 3403 8888 for parking enforcement.

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Mr Brian Nichol, Senior Transport Network Officer, Transport Network Operations ‑ East, Investigations Unit, Transport Network Operations, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, on (07) 3403 7674.

ADOPTED

E
PETITION – Requesting Council install speed signage, a Speed Awareness Monitor or speed bumps along Annie Street, New Farm


CA20/11605

561/2019-20

54.
A petition from residents, requesting Council install speed signage, a Speed Awareness Monitor or speed bumps along Annie Street, New Farm, was received during the Summer Recess 2019-20.
55.
The Manager, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, provided the following information.
56.
The petition contains three signatures. Two of the petitioners live on Annie Street with the remaining signatory living outside the City of Brisbane.
57.
The petitioners are concerned about speeding motorists due to the gradient of the road and are requesting speed bumps or speed limit signage to improve road safety.
58.

Annie Street has a 50 km/h speed limit and is considered to be a neighbourhood road in Council’s road hierarchy, providing access to local residential properties. There is one Council bus route which operates on Annie Street, between James and Kingsholme Streets. Attachment B shows a locality map (submitted on file).

59.
The petitioners’ request for speed bumps to address speeding motorists has been noted. Traffic calming involves the installation of devices such as speed platforms and chicanes to discourage use from non‑local traffic and to moderate vehicle speeds, providing a safer environment for all road users. There is a high demand for traffic calming across the city and Council must prioritise funding to those projects that deliver the greatest benefit in terms of safety and amenity for the wider community. 
60.
Traffic calming is generally used to deter non-local traffic and is not applied to individual streets or used to specifically target speeding. It is noted that New Farm is a peninsula and does not provide through traffic movements to other areas of the city. Given the configuration of the local road network, it is considered that the majority of vehicles travelling on Annie Street are local residents or accessing local destinations in New Farm. Traffic calming could reallocate traffic to other residential streets in the area, an undesirable outcome. 
61.
Furthermore, traffic calming requires a high level of support from local residents. As only two residents of Annie Street signed the petition, it is difficult to determine if there is a high level of concern from local residents regarding existing traffic conditions. A search of the Queensland Government’s official crash database for Annie Street between June 2014 to June 2019 has returned one recorded crash which was not related to speed. The crash history does not suggest any significant safety issues. For these reasons, the installation of traffic calming measures is not recommended at this time.
62.
While Council cannot enforce the speed limit, Council has implemented the SAM program to improve road safety across Brisbane. SAMs are installed for a minimum of one month and increase motorist awareness of their travelling speed by acting as a reminder to adhere to the speed limit. The citywide program has seen a marked decrease in the number of motorists travelling over the speed limit when passing the signs, with an average speed reduction of more than 8 km/h across all sites since the program began in late 2013. 

63.
There is an existing SAM footing in place at 109 Annie Street for southbound traffic. A SAM was previously installed from 22 October to 26 December 2019 and another rotation at this location will be discussed as part of the SAM program for Central Ward with the local Councillor. 

64.
The installation of new SAM footings is prioritised by respective local ward Councillors across Brisbane. Council has conducted a preliminary review to determine the feasibility of a SAM for northbound traffic. SAMs are reliant on solar power and locations with trees and nearby buildings can impact their function. Due to the shading from nearby buildings and existing assets on the opposite side of the road, there are no possible locations for a SAM for northbound traffic on Annie Street. 

65.
The petitioners’ feedback about speed limit signs has been noted. Council’s review of the SAM traffic data from the latest rotation confirms speed compliance within this street is acceptable with 85% of all motorists travelling at or below 47 km/h. Council will replace a missing speed limit sign at the James Street end of Annie Street and install a new speed limit sign at the Brunswick Street intersection.

66.
Speeding is primarily a behavioural issue which is best handled by enforcement of the Queensland Road Rules by the Queensland Police Service (QPS). Speeding vehicle complaints are able to be mitigated by regular enforcement by the QPS and they can be contacted on 13 HOON (13 46 66).

Consultation

67.
Councillor Vicki Howard, Councillor for Central Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation.


Customer impact
68.
The response will address the petitioners’ concerns.

69.
The Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed, with Councillor Steve Griffiths abstaining.
70.
RECOMMENDATION:


THAT the information in this submission be noted and the draft response, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE SENT to the head petitioner.
Attachment A
Draft response

Petition Reference: CA20/11605
Thank you for your petition requesting Council install speed signage, a Speed Awareness Monitor (SAM) or speed bumps along Annie Street, New Farm.

Your request for speed bumps to address speeding motorists has been noted. Traffic calming involves the installation of devices such as speed platforms and chicanes to discourage use from non-local traffic and to moderate vehicle speeds, providing a safer environment for all road users. There is a high demand for traffic calming across the city and Council must prioritise funding to those projects that deliver the greatest benefit in terms of safety and amenity for the wider community. 
Traffic calming is generally used to deter non-local traffic and is not applied to individual streets or used to specifically target speeding. It is noted that New Farm is a peninsula and does not provide through traffic movements to other areas of the city. Given the configuration of the local road network, it is considered that the majority of vehicles travelling on Annie Street are local residents or accessing local destinations in New Farm. Traffic calming could reallocate traffic to other residential streets in the area, an undesirable outcome. 
Furthermore, traffic calming requires a high level of support from local residents. As only two residents of Annie Street signed the petition, it is difficult to determine if there is a high level of concern from local residents regarding existing traffic conditions. A search of the Queensland Government’s official crash database for Annie Street between June 2014 to June 2019 has returned one recorded crash which was not related to speed. The crash history does not suggest any significant safety issues. For these reasons, the installation of traffic calming measures is not recommended at this time.
While Council cannot enforce the speed limit, Council has implemented the SAM program to improve road safety across Brisbane. SAMs are installed for a minimum of one month and increase motorist awareness of their travelling speed by acting as a reminder to adhere to the speed limit. The citywide program has seen a marked decrease in the number of motorists travelling over the speed limit when passing the signs, with an average speed reduction of more than 8 km/h across all sites since the program began in late 2013. 

There is an existing SAM footing in place at 109 Annie Street for southbound traffic. A SAM was previously installed from 22 October to 26 December 2019 and another rotation at this location will be discussed as part of the SAM program for Central Ward with the local Councillor. 

The installation of new SAM footings is prioritised by respective local ward Councillors across Brisbane. Council has conducted a preliminary review to determine the feasibility of a SAM for northbound traffic. SAMs are reliant on solar power and locations with trees and nearby buildings can impact their function. Due to the shading from nearby buildings and existing assets on the opposite side of the road, there are no possible locations for a SAM for northbound traffic on Annie Street. 

Your feedback about speed limit signs has been noted. Council’s review of the SAM traffic data from the latest rotation confirms speed compliance within this street is acceptable with 85% of all motorists travelling at or below 47 km/h. Council will replace a missing speed limit sign at the James Street end of Annie Street and install a new speed limit sign at the Brunswick Street intersection.

Speeding is primarily a behavioural issue which is best handled by enforcement of the Queensland Road Rules by the Queensland Police Service (QPS). Speeding vehicle complaints are able to be mitigated by regular enforcement by the QPS and they can be contacted on 13 HOON (13 46 66).

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Mr Ben Clayton, A/Senior Transport Network Officer, Transport Network Operations ‑ West, Investigations Unit, Transport Network Operations, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, on (07) 3407 1318.
ADOPTED

F
PETITION – Requesting Council install an additional traffic calming device on Durack Street, Moorooka, near the Ipswich Road intersection


CA20/12641

562/2019-20

71.
A petition from residents, requesting Council install an additional traffic calming device on Durack Street, Moorooka, near the Ipswich Road intersection, was received during the Summer Recess 2019‑20.
72.
The Manager, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, provided the following information.
73.
The petition contains three signatures. All of the petitioners live on Durack Street.

74.
The petitioners are raising concerns about the speed of vehicles entering Durack Street from Ipswich Road and are requesting another speed platform to improve road safety.
75.
Durack Street has a 50 km/h speed limit and is considered to be a neighbourhood road in Council’s road hierarchy, providing access to local residential properties. There are two Council bus services operating on Durack Street. Attachment B shows a locality map (submitted on file). 

76.
Durack Street has three existing speed platforms to discourage non-local traffic and to moderate vehicle speeds. The street also has signs advising ‘local traffic only’ on both ends of the road. There is a high demand for traffic calming across the city and Council must prioritise funding to those projects that deliver the greatest benefit in terms of safety and amenity for the wider community. 

77.
As Durack Street already has three speed platforms, installing additional traffic calming measures would be considered a low priority. Furthermore, as only three residents of Durack Street signed the petition, it is difficult to determine if there is a high level of concern from local residents regarding existing traffic conditions. A search of the Queensland Government’s official crash database for Durack Street between May 2010 to May 2019 has returned two recorded crashes at its intersection with Vale Street, both were the result of driver behaviour and did not involve speeding. For these reasons, it is not recommended to install additional traffic calming measures at this time.

78.
The petitioners’ feedback about the distance from the Ipswich Road intersection to the first speed platform has been noted. There is approximately 140 m from the intersection to the first platform. In comparison, on Helles Street, immediately to the north, and Lyon Street, immediately to the south, the distance to the first device is 140 m and 197 m respectively. This spacing is considered appropriate to help discourage excessive vehicle speeds.

79.
Speeding is a behavioural issue under the jurisdiction of the Queensland Police Service (QPS). Speeding vehicle complaints can be mitigated by regular enforcement by QPS and they can be contacted on 13 HOON (13 46 66). Providing the days or times of the day that this behaviour is most likely to occur will assist QPS with coordinating enforcement activities.

Consultation

80.
Councillor Steve Griffiths, Councillor for Moorooka Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation.

Customer impact
81.
The response will address the petitioners’ concerns.

82.
The Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed, with Councillor Steve Griffiths abstaining.
83.
RECOMMENDATION:


THAT the information in this submission be noted and the draft response, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE sent to the head petitioner.
Attachment A
Draft response

Petition Reference: CA19/2052
Thank you for your petition requesting Council install an additional traffic calming device on Durack Street, Moorooka, near the Ipswich Road intersection.

Durack Street has three existing speed platforms to discourage non-local traffic and to moderate vehicle speeds. The street also has signs advising ‘local traffic only’ on both ends of the road. There is a high demand for traffic calming across the city and Council must prioritise funding to those projects that deliver the greatest benefit in terms of safety and amenity for the wider community. 

As Durack Street already has three speed platforms, installing additional traffic calming measures would be considered a low priority. Furthermore, as only three residents of Durack Street signed the petition, it is difficult to determine if there is a high level of concern from local residents regarding existing traffic conditions. A search of the Queensland Government’s official crash database for Durack Street between May 2010 to May 2019 has returned two recorded crashes at its intersection with Vale Street, both were the result of driver behaviour and did not involve speeding. For these reasons, it is not recommended to install additional traffic calming measures at this time.

Your feedback about the distance from the Ipswich Road intersection to the first speed platform has been noted. There is approximately 140 m from the intersection to the first platform. In comparison, on Helles Street, immediately to the north, and Lyon Street, immediately to the south, the distance to the first device is 140 m and 197 m respectively. This spacing is considered appropriate to help discourage excessive vehicle speeds.

Speeding is a behavioural issue under the jurisdiction of the Queensland Police Service (QPS). Speeding vehicle complaints can be mitigated by regular enforcement by QPS and they can be contacted on 13 HOON (13 46 66). Providing the days or times of the day that this behaviour is most likely to occur will assist QPS with coordinating enforcement activities.

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Mr Kiran Sreedharan, Senior Transport Network Officer, Transport Network Operations ‑ South, Investigations Unit, Transport Network Operations, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, on (07) 3178 1178.
Thank you for raising this matter.

ADOPTED

ENVIRONMENT, PARKS AND SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE

Councillor Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Chair of the Environment, Parks and Sustainability Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Sandy LANDERS, that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 5 May 2020, be adopted.

Chair:
Is there any debate? 

Councillor CUNNINGHAM.

Councillor CUNNINGHAM:
Thanks, Chair. Yes, so last week, Tim Wright, the Manager of Natural Environment, Water and Sustainability, attended the meeting to provide an overview presentation of Program 3, Clean, Green and Sustainable City. I think it was a great way to start our new Committee and to—especially as we have some new Committee members.


Tim outlined that the program goal is to ensure Brisbane will be recognised by residents and visitors as a sustainability leader and having an enviable lifestyle with a reputation for being clean, green and sustainable. Environmental sustainability and liveability are fundamental in being a resilient city.


Through this program, we ensure Brisbane’s open spaces and waterways are accessible and are valued now and for future generations and that our built form supports clean, green and sustainable outcomes.


We take our role as sustainability leaders seriously and this is demonstrated through our commitment to carbon neutrality and recognises the combined contribution of many individuals, businesses and community groups who work in partnership for the greener good. Helping to protect, restore and sustain our natural environment.


We also had two petitions. The first is naming a parcel of land ‘Carter’s Rest’. This petition received 65 residents’ signatures and the Holland Park Ward has received at least 20 letters of support for the parcel of land to be named ‘Carter’s Rest’. I’ll note that Councillors GRIFFITHS and CASSIDY voted against this naming as they didn’t agree with the purchase of the land and Councillor CASSIDY queried the amount of consultation and community support for the name ‘Carter’s Rest’.


We are voting today about the naming of the site. The petition received support from dozens of residents who live in close proximity to the land and who came out and helped revegetate the site. This Administration will support the wishes of local residents.


The second petition is regarding the naming of the park at Wynnum Road, Wynnum West, to be named ‘Wynnum West Leisure Park’. The petition had eight signatures in favour of this name. 


Just one more thing, Chair. I’m happy to confirm that the park upgrade project that Councillor GRIFFITHS referred to in Question Time involves procurement through a locally based business. As Councillors would be aware, the order for playgrounds is placed through Asset Services. The procurement of playgrounds is entirely consistent with our effort to support businesses in the region who employ local people and contribute to Brisbane and the SEQ (South East Queensland) community.


We need to recognise that we live in a global economy and there is nothing unusual about a local business that Council contracts with, who may in turn procure some materials or equipment from an overseas supplier. 

In this particular case the Councillor is referring to, I understand that due to issue that have arisen as a result of COVID-19, a local contractor has experienced delays in receiving the delivery of equipment from overseas. I am told that this has resulted in a short delay. Thank you.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor CUMMING.

Councillor CUMMING:
Yes, thank you, Mr Chair. I support the response to the petition in Clause C. This is an area where the official name of this park is Kianawah Road park, but there’s actually three frontages to—of the parkland to major roads in the area and it’s a very large area of parkland. So the idea is to get this smaller area, which is used by three great community groups and call it—and give it its own name and that might attract more people to use the facilities and attract more volunteers to become members of the clubs.


The clubs involved are the Bayside BMX Club, the Live Steamers, which is a group which run little mini train services around and provides many young children with a great deal of pleasure—they also have a lot of birthday parties there, and the—also, the remote-control car club which has got an excellent track as well at that facility. 


So, the idea is to get—as I said, to get a name for these groups and with a good sign and publicity for each group, I’m confident that there will be more use for these facilities and also more members for the club.


There were only eight signatures, but this—the land is actually a fair way away from anything else. There’s some townhouses probably hundreds of metres away which don’t pass by this land and across the road and—but set well back off the road is a—is the Brisbane Bayside State College, the local high school in the area, and its well way from these facilities as well.


So, I suppose the proposal and look forward to a nice new sign going up in due course.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor GRIFFITHS.

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
Okay, can you hear me?

Chair:
I can.

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
Yes, great. Thank you. Look, it was interesting, the presentation last week. We always get a very glossy presentation on our first presentation back about the wonderful things that Council is doing and Councillor CUNNINGHAM was very positive about it.


I think what I’ve learnt about this Administration is you’ve got to look a little bit below the surface to actually see what’s going on, so you get the gloss, but then there’s another thing about actually what’s happening. Even—I’m just going to pick out three examples from the presentation that sort of presented this wonderful view of what we’re doing with the environment, but really, we’re not actually doing that wonderfully with the environment.


The first one is in relation to carbon credits. Here we are patting ourselves on the back for what we’re doing with carbon and how we’re offsetting that. What isn’t spoken about is how much money—or how much of that is being bought from overseas and, in particular, China.


So even though we have all this need for waterway renewal and all this work that needs to be done locally, even in Brisbane, we’re not doing it in Brisbane. We’re spending that money overseas to offset that carbon because it’s cheaper. I just think that is one of the ways we’re fooling the people of Brisbane. We’re not actually really dealing with the people of Brisbane and providing something for our city.


Second thing is, we had a discussion about waterways and the great job we’re doing with the waterways and the Oxley Creek Catchment Program came up. Well, there’s a long way to go with these programs and I know from the waterways in my area, including Oxley Creek, including Blunder Creek, including Moolabin Creek and Stable Swamp Creek and Rocky Waterholes, these areas aren’t seeing any renewal. These areas aren’t seeing any treatment or any improvement. They’re treated like the drains of the city. Almost like the sewers of the city.


If you live in a nice western suburb, then you seem to get a lot of profile and preference, but if you are in the industrial areas, or the areas that aren’t as wealthy, you miss out and yet the Administration won’t tell you that. Yet, those same creeks flow to the same river that runs through our city that flows to our bay.


The third thing is, and I think it’s becoming more and more obvious for me is the amount of land we’re allowing to be cleared. All you’ve got to do if you want to see that is go out to Pallara or Willawong and look at the vast tracts of land being cleared out there. Our native forest that’s been cleared.


So, on one hand, we’re talking about what wonderful things we’re doing with tree planting, but then we’ve allowed all this clearing to happen as well. So, quite an amount of destruction of wildlife in our city. So, it’s not all glossy. It’s not all wonderful and we need to do a lot of improvements to actually be genuine. 


Now, second thing relates to—my second point relates to the issue of ‘Carter’s Rest’ and I don’t want to quarrel, keep going over this. $6.2 million worth of bushland funding to protect land that the LNP allowed to be cleared. Three house blocks were bought for $6.2 million. 


If I recall rightly, and I haven’t got my—all the facts with me, I think a developer made an extra million dollars out of that deal. A million dollars just like that because this land was controversial in leading up to an election. 

Well, to be buying bushland like this, to be buying bushland—and I was interested to hear Councillor CUNNINGHAM say, we will always support residents’ requests. I’m going to hold you to that Councillor CUNNINGHAM because to date, you haven’t done anything about the bushland at Nathan. You didn’t do anything about the bushland at Oxley. You haven’t done anything at all—

Chair:
No, Councillor GRIFFITHS, can I insist that you address your comments to the Chair and talk to Councillors in third person, please.

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
Sure. Sure, Mr Chair. I will hold the Administration to that because there are so many times you don’t meet the needs of the city. You don’t listen to residents. You override residents and I’ve just given you three examples there. 


So, I actually think this shouldn’t be called ‘Carter’s Rest’. No. No koala died there. No koala was on that land. Councillor ADAMS, you might want to read it in the report, it doesn’t say that. No file says there was any koala on that land. Your own Council files. We’ve been through it. 


So, it’s interesting. It’s really interesting that yes, $6.2 million has been spent there. People have got involved in planting up this land and that’s very good. It had Cocos palms on it before. It had a tennis court on it before. It had three houses on it before. They’re very privileged people. They’re very privileged people to have Council spend that sort of money in that area when there are whole pockets of bushland across the city that actually have koalas on them. That have wildlife on them that we’re not doing anything to protect. Nothing. Zero.


So, I think this is more about Carter’s con. It is a real con of Brisbane residents, what’s gone on here and it is wrong. This is not the way believe bushland money should be spent. Residents deserve better. It should be more transparent. It should be more open for everyone. So no, we won’t be supporting the naming of ‘Carter’s Rest’. Thank you.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, thank you, Mr Chair. Just briefly on item A and item B. Yes, I have to agree with Councillor GRIFFITHS and I think he was quite mild given the way Oxley residents were done over. There’s no money for them but there’s $6.2 million for Councillor ADAMS to save her bacon. Which it clearly worked because she scraped back over the line yet again.


However, to try and imply that somehow there were koalas on this site and connected to this site when it was three residential blocks is just such a misnomer. It is not appropriate and it’s disappointing to see that the way in which this Administration continues to justify purely political decision without any, any environmental evidence to support it at all.


We—and not even their own stakeholders supported it. I mean, the RSPCA came out and had a go at the Administration for verballing, I think is probably the right word, their staff member at a meeting. So, it’s just shocking what happened on this block of land and I see the Administration just attempting to roll over the top of it yet again.


Well, I can say that if there’s six point whatever, two million, dollars for Councillor ADAMS’ ward, there has to be money for Oxley. There are numerous sites in my ward I’ve identified for buyback and I certainly won’t be letting them go.


Just briefly with respect to item A. There is an outstanding petition in my ward that has not come forward and I’m not sure whether it will sit within Parks, Environment and Sustainability, or it will sit within Asset Services in City Standards, but it was a petition to expand the BMX skate facility at Chelmer.


It is in a reserve so it’s not necessarily in a Council park. It is most likely going to be Asset Services, but just in case it is sitting with this Parks, Environment and Sustainability Committee, it is a capital works project that would happen in a Council reserve, I would just ask the Committee Chair, Councillor CUNNINGHAM, to check and bring it forward. I haven’t seen any even recommendations so I’d very much like to see that petition brought forward for my consideration and the local community’s consideration, as soon as possible. Thank you.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor CASSIDY.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Thanks, Chair. I just missed the start of Councillor GRIFFITHS remarks.
Seriatim - Clause B
	Councillor Jared CASSIDY requested that Clause B, PETITION – REQUESTING THAT COUNCIL NAME THE PARCEL OF LAND PURCHASED BY COUNCIL AT 68 CARRARA AND 8 NURRAN STREETS, MT GRAVATT EAST, AS ‘CARTER’S REST’, be taken seriatim for voting purposes.


Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor ADAMS.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I rise as it is to speak to item B here today and I have to say, for one time, I actually do agree with Councillor GRIFFITHS. He does not have the facts in front of him.

What we have here is a petition from the local residents, 65, who live in the direct vicinity of this now Council-owned land to name this ‘Carter’s Rest’ after the koala they found that had died on this site. So, thank you, Councillor GRIFFITHS for telling my residents, who are listening tonight, that you don’t believe them because the reality is that this site is a very inconvenient truth for the ALP. 


It is proof that they do not support local residents and the LORD MAYOR mentioned it today in his report. They are merely looking for issues to make political grandstands out to put their point forward and take down the LNP Administration.


This site was first raised in 2018 when, lawfully, trees were removed from the vacant blocks that were actually zoned low-density residential. What did we see happen? We saw every person with a red shirt, from the local candidate to the Federal candidate to the local State Member rally the troops. Pour money into the local Mount Gravatt East Townhouse Action Group to buy their corflute and buy their handouts, which the local MP has every right to do, screaming, save our site. Save Carrara and Nurran Street. 


We had a public meeting on 2 December 2018 where Corrine McMillan looked at me and said Krista, Council has to buy this site. Carly Augustine stood up and said, Council has to buy this site. The Federal candidate whose name I can’t even remember now because that’s how well she did, stood up and said buy this site. Rod Harding was there as the Lord Mayoral candidate. Hmm, wonder how that went?


They were all with signs and pickets and I’ve got the picture and it was in the local paper, save our land. Working on the theory that it would never happen and in the inconvenient truth is, Councillor GRIFFITHS, when you stood there holding the hand of the ALP candidate, who was hopeless, we did exactly what you asked.

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
Point of order.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
When that did not work—

Chair:
Point of order, Councillor GRIFFITHS.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
—for any of you.

Chair:
Point of order, Councillor GRIFFITHS?

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
Yes, just claim to have been misrepresented.

Chair:
It is noted and also, can I ask all Councillors to address all comments through the Chair and to refer to other Councillors in third person, please. 

Councillor ADAMS.
DEPUTY MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair. Through you, Councillor GRIFFITHS was on public meeting sites supporting the local ALP candidate, calling for me to do exactly what we did. Exactly what we did and there is the inconvenient truth. This did not play out in their political game plan at all.


So, we have heard nothing, but bitching and moaning for the two years since then—

Chair:
Councillor ADAMS, I am going to have to ask you to—

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Sorry.

Chair:
With regard to that—

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Whining and moaning. I’ll take that out—

Chair:
Please. Yes.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
—Mr Chair.

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
Well that is a—

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
No, thank you.

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
No, I’ve asked for it to be withdrawn and it has.

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
Okay. No, no. No. Don’t debate now.

Councillors interjecting.

Chair:
Councillor ADAMS, please continue.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Thank you, I withdraw, as I said—

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Councillor CASSIDY: 
Point of order.

Chair:
Point of order.

Councillor CASSIDY:
I move to—

Councillor JOHNSTON:
I—

Chair:
Who have I got? 
Point of order, Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes—

Councillor CASSIDY:
Seconded.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, Mr Chair, you have made it a rule in this place that there is no swearing. I have been ejected for swearing. It is unacceptable that you apply a different standard between me and Councillor ADAMS and Mr Chair, under your own rules—

Chair:
Yes. No, thank you, I understand the point.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
—that you have enforced, I ask you to eject her as you have others.

Chair:
Councillor ADAMS, I have asked her to withdraw the comment. She has done and I direct all Councillors that there is to be no harsh language. We’re to treat each other and all Councillors with courtesy and there’s to be no swearing in this place. Councillor CASSIDY—

Councillor CASSIDY:
Thank you, Chair—

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
No, hang on. I’ve got to deal with them in order. Councillor CASSIDY, your point of order?
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Councillor Jared CASSIDY moved, seconded by Councillor Nicole JOHNSTON, that the Chair’s ruling be dissented from. Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion of dissent was declared lost on the voices.


Thereupon, Councillors Jared CASSIDY and Kara COOK immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared lost.
The voting was as follows:

AYES: 7 -
The Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Jared CASSIDY, and Councillors Kara COOK, Peter CUMMING, Steve GRIFFITHS, Charles STRUNK, Jonathan SRI and Nicole JOHNSTON.

NOES: 20 -
The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, and Councillors Greg ADERMANN, Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Tracy DAVIS, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, Sarah HUTTON, Sandy LANDERS, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, Peter MATIC, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Angela OWEN, Steven TOOMEY and Andrew WINES.
Councillor interjecting.

Councillor SRI:
Point of order, Chair.

Chair:
Point of order, Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Thanks—

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor SRI:
Chair, I don’t want to relitigate stuff that has just been discussed, but I do just want to note for the record that you’ve previously drawn quite a hard line saying that all swearing is a basis for being kicked out of the Chamber and so by deciding not to do that in this case, you’re essentially countermanding your previous ruling and so I—what my—the understanding I’m taking away from this is that the word bitching is not a swearword and personally, I don’t think that—

Chair:
Okay, I know, now, Councillor SRI, I feel like you’d like an answer to that. It’s not an acceptable word in this place and I have asked Councillor ADAMS to withdraw it, which she did and also, if you—

Councillor SRI:
Point of order, Chair.

Chair:
No, I’ve just got to address the points you raised and also, if you recall, the incidents you’re talking about were an escalation after I had asked people to stop doing it a number of times and so—

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
No, it is not untrue, Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
No, no, no. It is absolutely not untrue.

Councillors interjecting.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Point of order.

Chair:
I am just dealing with Councillor SRI’s. At the time, there was an escalation over a number of weeks where I asked people to correct their behaviour. I have not needed to this term, but I am going to do it again.


We will conduct ourselves in a manner expected of us. We will be courteous to one another. We will not swear in this place. I have—and I will not—no Councillor will do it into the future. Alright?

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
Councillor SRI, your point of order?

Councillor SRI:
Thanks, I just want to clarify that I do support the decision not to kick people out immediately. I think that is an appropriate ruling and I support you in that decision, but I just ask that in future you make sure you are consistent.

Chair:
No, I understand your point and also the rules that are incumbent upon me require a range of action as well, from me, so I will now inform all Councillors that improper language including swearing is not acceptable in this place. That’s a warning to all Councillors. 

Councillor ADAMS.
DEPUTY MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair. Can I ask how much time I have left?

Chair:
Six minutes, 40 seconds.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Thank you and can I apologise to the Chamber, I did not recognise that as a word that would cause offense. I am very, very, sorry and it will not be used again. As I quickly did withdraw as soon as it was highlighted that people found that offensive.


What I was talking about though was the offensiveness of the inconvenient truth which we see before us with this petition with the lack of support from the ALP based on the fact that they didn’t want it—land bought in the first place. Which actually goes directly against what they called on me to do for months and months and months.


But when we did it, it didn’t work in their game plan and we heard nothing—and have heard nothing since then but whinging and moaning because they didn’t like the idea that we did what they wanted them to do.


I proudly stand before the Mount Gravatt East residents, as I did in March, and am still here and have done every day since this was first raised to my attention, to represent them. 

Councillor interjecting.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Councillor GRIFFITHS said again that it was six million plus. That is not the case. It was $5.4 million and there will be the sale of a property which will gain well over $1 million to go back into the bushland acquisition. So, you can sit there and laugh and shake his head as much as he likes, but the only way to stop these townhouses was to buy the property.

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
No interjections, please.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
No, we know that the facts for the ALP are the convenient facts, not the true facts when it comes to them stating any amount of money that we spend on anything. Do not let the truth get in the way of a good smear as we heard again from Councillor ALLAN earlier this afternoon as well.


The residents of Mount Gravatt East wanted this land protected. The only way to do that was buy it. We have revegetated it with over 3,000—3,500 trees. At that public meeting that day, the petition was signed. I’ve had many letters since then and I am very happy to stand here today and recommend this petition to Chamber to represent the importance of this land to the Mount Gravatt East residents, to the koala corridor through from Whites Hill, Mount Thompson, Glindemann Park and Mount Gravatt outlook in Toohey Forest.


It is an important connector. I look forward to—some of those trees already are getting quite large. The NEWS (Natural Environment, Water and Sustainability) team have done an absolutely amazing job. It will be kept in perpetuity—which we could do at Nathan, if the State Government would just protect their own koala bushland as well and I recommend this petition to the Chamber.

Chair:
Councillor GRIFFITHS, you had a misrepresentation?

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
Yes, thank you, Mr Chair. It was noted by Councillor ADAMS that I attended a public meeting calling for this land to be saved. I was never at a public meeting calling for this land to be saved. It’s not true.

Chair:
Thank you. 
Councillor CUNNINGHAM.

Councillor CUNNINGHAM:
Thank you, Chair and thank you to all the Councillors—

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order, Councillor JOHNSTON.
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At that juncture, Councillor Nicole JOHNSTON moved, seconded by Councillor Steve GRIFFITHS, that the Standing Rules be suspended to allow the moving of the following motion(
Calling on Council to buy back the land at Chapman Place, Oxley, to protect it from development.
Chair:
You’ve got three minutes.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes.

Chair:
Please, limit your comments to urgency and why it must be dealt with now.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, thank you. As we’ve just heard from the DEPUTY MAYOR, in great detail, one of the key reasons that land is purchased back in this city is to protect it from development. Now, unfortunately that is a standard that apparently is only applied in LNP wards and these three residential blocks in Mount Gravatt—

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON—

DEPUTY MAYOR
Point of order.

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON, I’m just going to stop you there. Your time is not being impinged upon; however, do you have this in writing so it can be distributed to the group electronically by the CCLO?

Councillor JOHNSTON:
It’s an urgency motion and I’ll have it in writing if the Administration allows me to move my motion.

Chair:
Look, I’ll allow it this time, but the system has been streamlined to make it really easy to do this. So, in the future, can we please try and just type these up so we can provide them to everybody in the debate? Councillor JOHNSTON, you’ve got two minutes, 40 seconds.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Point of order, Mr Chair. Point of order.

Chair:
Councillor ADAMS?

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Just querying, can I claim misrepresentation from this debate? Because I’d like to claim misrepresentation on what Councillor JOHNSTON just said.

Chair:
How about I’ll accept it, I’ll check whether you can in this format and I’ll get back to you.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Thank you.

Chair:
Two minutes, 40 seconds.

Councillors interjecting.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Okay. Councillor MURPHY, three whole minutes. Here we go. Now, Councillor ADAMS has said repeatedly tonight that the reason that this land had to be bought back at Mount Gravatt was to save it from development. 

Now, this is a standard that they are only prepared to apply to their own blocks in marginal LNP wards. When it came to Chapman Place in Oxley, subject to a subdivision and construction of multiple smaller houses in a high endangered biodiversity area, this Council approved the DA and refused to buy back the land.

Now, it is essential that Council supports an urgency motion now so that the land at Chapman Place can be bought back. It is unacceptable that Councillor ADAMS, as the DEPUTY MAYOR, claims that land has to be bought back in her ward, but will not apply the same standard to her own ward in our wards—well it’s not even mine anymore, I look forward to Councillor HUTTON’s support on this one, previously in Moorooka Ward.

The standard has to be the same across the city. The big difference though, with the land at Chapman Place is, it was teeming with wildlife. It was teeming with native trees and vegetation and it was mapped within Council’s high ecological zone.

It wasn’t just three empty house blocks with a house on it at Mount Gravatt and some palm trees, it was actually bushland and what a surprise. What a surprise that Councillor GRIFFITHS and I tried for—I don’t know how long, two years? A year and a half at least. Councillor GRIFFITHS for like five or six years as the local Councillor and it was supported by Council officers.

Yet this Administration refused to buy the land back. There’s one, one deal for LNP marginal seat holders and there’s another deal for other seat holders in this city and it is absolutely wrong. Council should correct the error right now. If bushland is important enough to be saved in Mount Gravatt where there’s palm trees and a house, then land of high ecological significance in Oxley should be bought back as well.


We can’t hear you, Councillor WINES.

Chair:
Excuse me. Alright, so my decision is that because we are still in the Environment, Parks and Sustainability Committee strictly and it hasn’t been concluded and the remarks by Councillor ADAMS that were—that she’ll be discussing, were made in that Committee report, I will allow the misrepresentation.

Councillor ADAMS, please limit your remarks to the matter at hand. 

Councillor ADAMS.
DEPUTY MAYOR:
Councillor JOHNSTON said that I made it clear Council has to buy back land to protect it. That is not what I said.

Chair:
Alright, I will now put the resolution for urgency. 
The Chair submitted the motion for the suspension of the Standing Rules to the Chamber and it was declared lost on the voices.

Thereupon, Councillors Nicole JOHNSTON and Steve GRIFFITHS immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared lost.
The voting was as follows:

AYES: 7 -
The Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Jared CASSIDY, and Councillors Kara COOK, Peter CUMMING, Steve GRIFFITHS, Charles STRUNK, Jonathan SRI and Nicole JOHNSTON.

NOES: 20 -
The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, and Councillors Greg ADERMANN, Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Tracy DAVIS, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, Sarah HUTTON, Sandy LANDERS, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, Peter MATIC, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Angela OWEN, Steven TOOMEY and Andrew WINES.

Chair:
Councillor CUNNINGHAM, the conclusion of the Environment, Parks and Sustainability Committee, please.

Councillor CUNNINGHAM:
Thank you, Chair. Well what a lively debate. Thank you, Councillors, for your input. On the three points that you raised, Councillor GRIFFITHS, number one. Carbon is carbon when you spend a similar amount overseas as to what we do locally.


Number two, the waterways you refer to have historically been treated more like drains which flow into Oxley Creek, which is currently undergoing a $100 million transformation which you support. 
Number three, the land you refer to at Nathan is already in public ownership. 


Now, returning to the matter of ‘Carter’s Rest’ naming. Labor supported this before they were against it. And now, in opposing the naming of this parcel of land as ‘Carter’s Rest’, they’re really showing residents in Mount Gravatt East what they think of them. In the future, the record will show Labor’s hypocrisy on the issue and it’s telling that now, despite all the critical matters facing the world which affect our role as Councillor, this is what the Opposition is choosing to focus their attention on.


Opposing the name of a parcel of land in a ward that they do not represent and where the community has already clearly said what they want. It says it all, really. Re-litigating the fights from the last election—

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor CUNNINGHAM:
—and ignoring the needs of the community.

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor CUNNINGHAM:
Thank you, Chair.

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
Excuse me. All right, I’ll now put the resolutions to items A and C. 
Clauses A and C put

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of Clause A, COMMITTEE PRESENTATION – NATURAL ENVIRONMENT, WATER AND SUSTAINABILITY: PROGRAM 3 CLEAN, GREEN AND SUSTAINABLE CITY, and Clause C, PETITION – REQUESTING THAT COUNCIL NAME THE PARKLAND AT WYNNUM ROAD, WYNNUM WEST, THAT IS OCCUPIED BY BAYSIDE BMX CLUB INC., BAYSIDE RADIO CONTROL CLUB INC. AND BRISBANE BAYSIDE STEAM RAILWAY SOCIETY INC, AS ‘WYNNUM WEST LEISURE PARK’, of the report of the Environment, Parks and Sustainability Committee Committee was declared carried on the voices.

Chair:
Item B. 
Clause B put

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of Clause B, PETITION – REQUESTING THAT COUNCIL NAME THE PARCEL OF LAND PURCHASED BY COUNCIL AT 68 CARRARA AND 8 NURRAN STREETS, MT GRAVATT EAST, AS ‘CARTER’S REST’, of the report of the Environment, Parks and Sustainability Committee Committee was declared carried on the voices.
The report read as follows(
ATTENDANCE:
Councillor Fiona Cunningham (Chair), Councillor Tracy Davis (Deputy Chair), and Councillors Jared Cassidy, Steve Griffiths, Sandy Landers and James Mackay.
A
COMMITTEE PRESENTATION – NATURAL ENVIRONMENT, WATER AND SUSTAINABILITY: PROGRAM 3 CLEAN, GREEN AND SUSTAINABLE CITY

565/2019-20

1.
The Manager, Natural Environment, Water and Sustainability, City Planning and Sustainability, attended the meeting to provide an update on the Natural Environment, Water and Sustainability: Program 3 Clean, Green and Sustainable City (the program). He provided the information below.
2.
The program goal is to ensure Brisbane will be recognised by residents and visitors as a sustainability leader and having an enviable lifestyle with a reputation for being clean, green and sustainable. 
3.
Environmental sustainability and liveability are fundamental to being a resilient City. Through this program, Council will ensure Brisbane's open spaces and waterways are accessible and valued now and for future generations and that our built form supports clean, green and sustainable outcomes. Council takes its role as a sustainability leader seriously, demonstrated through its commitment to carbon neutrality and recognises the combined contribution of many individuals, businesses and community groups who work in partnership for the greener good, helping to protect, restore and sustain our natural environment.
4.
Brisbane will thrive as a resilient city and continue to ensure the resilience of the community, environment, built form and infrastructure so that our city remains liveable for future generations.
5.
Program Outcome 3.1 – Sustainable and Resilient Community includes:

-
educate and encourage residents and students to live more sustainably through the Green Heart Homes and Schools programs

-
Community Grants programs

-
Community Conservation assistance

-
Community Conservation partnerships 

-
Native Animal Ambulance
-
undertake regular monitoring of waterways

-
Oxley Creek Transformation Project
-
provide information to residents and businesses on flooding to assist residents being resilient and adaptable when faced with natural wet weather events
-
habitat restoration continues with community involvement 

-
partner with universities to deliver Koala Research Partnerships Program

-
established an eight hectare Koala Fodder Plantation with 8,000 koala food trees at Grindle Road, Wacol. 
6.
Program Outcome 3.2 – Low Carbon and Clean Environment includes: 


-
achieve and maintain a carbon neutral status
-
identify, analyse and prioritise a pipeline of energy and carbon abatement opportunities.
7.
Program Outcome 3.3 – Biodiversity, Urban Forest and Parks includes: 


-
City Botanic Gardens – Hill’s Avenue boardwalk

-
West End Riverside Parklands

-
Boondall Wetlands Environment Centre upgrade
-
Ascot Park

-
Milton Urban Common

-
purchase 750 hectares of land with biodiversity value through the Bushland Acquisition Program

-
manage the conservation reserves 

-
manage weeds through the Wipe Out Weeds Project

-
Brisbane Invasive Species Management Plan

-
Koala detection dogs, within 19 bushland sites across the city 

-
keeping Moreton Island Cane Toad free
-
install wildlife movement solutions to keep native animals safe

-
habitat restoration including the Habitat Brisbane Program

-
new Mt Coot-tha walking trails. 
8.
Program Outcome 3.4 – Sustainable Water Management includes: 

-
manage Brisbane’s natural and modified waterway assets for improved liveability 
-
maintain the health of creeks and waterways through rehabilitation works to build waterway resilience

-
create engaging education tools to connect the community with waterways

-
work with regional and national partners for a healthy Brisbane River and Moreton Bay
-
prepare for drought response actions by developing Council’s water efficiency program
-
work with water service providers to deliver best value water services for Brisbane residents

-
deliver the River Access Network to improve access to the Brisbane River for residents and visitors
-
flood risk management and planning

-
flood mitigation infrastructure

-
disaster management

-
Flood Resilient Homes program. 
9.
Following a number of questions from the Committee, the Chair thanked the Manager, Natural Environment, Water and Sustainability, for his informative presentation.

10.
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.

ADOPTED

B
PETITION – REQUESTING THAT COUNCIL NAME THE PARCEL OF LAND PURCHASED BY COUNCIL AT 68 CARRARA AND 8 NURRAN STREETS, MT GRAVATT EAST, AS ‘CARTER’S REST’



CA19/998700
566/2019-20

11.
A petition from residents, requesting that Council name the parcel of land purchased by Council at 68 Carrara and 8 Nurran Streets, Mt Gravatt East, as ‘Carter’s Rest’, was presented to the meeting of Council held on 15 October 2019, by the Deputy Mayor and received. 

12.
The Executive Manager, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, provided the following information.

13.
The petition contains 65 signatures. 

14.
In 2018, following numerous community objections to vegetation clearing and an application for a townhouse development, Council purchased the land at 68 Carrara and 8 Nurran Streets, Mt Gravatt East, through the Bushland Acquisition Program for future conservation and rehabilitation as part of the fauna corridor lining Whites Hill Reserve to Mt Gravatt Mountain. Following the purchase of the properties, the land has since been rehabilitated with the removal of a derelict house, landscaping with bioretention basins and replanting day where 3,300 native bushes and trees were planted with the local community.
15.
During community discussions, and prior to the purchase of the land, residents advised Council that a koala was found deceased close to the site where the original vegetation on the site was removed. Locals named the koala ‘Carter’ and would like to see the established site named ‘Carter’s’ Rest’.

16.
Given the support outlined in the petition, ‘Carter’s Rest’ is considered a suitable name for the reserve.

Consultation
17.
Councillor Krista Adams, Councillor for Holland Park Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation.  

18.
The Executive Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed, with Councillors Jared Cassidy and Steve Griffiths dissenting. 

19.
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT THE DRAFT RESPONSE, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE SENT TO THE HEAD PETITIONER ADVISING THAT COUNCIL WILL CONSIDER RENAMING THE PARCEL OF LAND AT 68 CARRARA AND 8 NURRAN STREETS, MT GRAVATT EAST, CURRENTLY KNOWN AS ‘CARRARA STREET PARK’, TO ‘CARTER’S REST’, IN ACCORDANCE WITH COUNCIL’S OS03 NAMING PARKS, FACILITIES OR TRACK PROCEDURE.
Attachment A

Draft Response

Petition Reference: CA19/998700

Thank you for your petition requesting that Council name the parcel of land purchased by Council at 68 Carrara and 8 Nurran Streets, Mt Gravatt East, as ‘Carters Rest’.
Council has completed an onsite investigation and considered your request.

Council will consider renaming the parcel of land at 68 Carrara and 8 Nurran Streets, Mt Gravatt East, currently known as ‘Carrara Street Park’ as ‘Carter’s Rest’, in accordance with Council’s OS03 Naming Parks, facilities or Tracks Procedure.
Please advise the other petitioners of this information.

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Mr Brendon Whittaker, A/Regional Coordinator Parks, East Region, Asset Services, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, on (07) 3407 1477.

Thank you for raising this matter.
ADOPTED

C
PETITION – REQUESTING THAT COUNCIL NAME THE PARKLAND AT WYNNUM ROAD, WYNNUM WEST, THAT IS OCCUPIED BY BAYSIDE BMX CLUB INC., BAYSIDE RADIO CONTROL CLUB INC. AND BRISBANE BAYSIDE STEAM RAILWAY SOCIETY INC, AS ‘WYNNUM WEST LEISURE PARK’


CA19/1148315
567/2019-20

20.
A petition from residents, requesting that Council name the parkland at Wynnum Road, Wynnum West, that is occupied by Bayside BMX Club Inc., Bayside Radio Control Club Inc. and Brisbane Bayside Steam Railway Society Inc, as ‘Wynnum West Leisure Park’, was presented to the meeting of Council held on 26 November 2019, by Councillor Peter Cumming and received. 

21.
The Executive Manager, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, provided the following information.

22.
The petition contains eight signatures. 

23.
Kianawah Road Park, Wynnum Road, Wynnum West, is a large, contiguous area of parkland that has multiple road frontages, with different park functions and facilities being accessed from different points.
-
The Wynnum Road frontage has Bayside BMX Club Inc, Brisbane Bayside Steam Railway Society Inc and Bayside Radio Control Car Club Inc. All three of these clubs can gain vehicle access from the Wynnum Road frontage.
-
The Ropley Road frontage has a district playground known as Ropley Road District Playground. Vehicles can gain access via the Ropley Road frontage.
-
The area adjacent to the Kianawah Road frontage is leased by Wynnum Vikings Australian Football and Sporting Club Inc. and vehicle access can be gained via the Kianawah Road frontage.
-
There are various pathways throughout the park for pedestrian access.
24.
Kianawah Road Park also has multiple users for the various nodes. Asset Services, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, supports naming a section of the park shown in Attachment B (submitted on file), which is located off the Wynnum Road frontage as ‘Wynnum West Leisure Park’.
25.
The renaming of this section of parkland will also assist visitors and Emergency Services to orientate themselves and locate specific facilities within Kianawah Road Park.
Funding
26.
Funding will be obtained from the East Region, Asset Services, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, recurrent budget allocation. 


Consultation
27.
Councillor Peter Cumming, Councillor for Wynnum Manly Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation.  

28.
The Executive Manager recommended as follows, and the Committee agreed. 

29.
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT THE DRAFT RESPONSE, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE SENT TO THE HEAD PETITIONER ADVISING THAT COUNCIL WILL CONSIDER RENAMING A SECTION OF KIANAWAH ROAD PARK, OFF THE WYNNUM ROAD FRONTAGE AS ‘WYNNUM WEST LEISURE PARK’, IN ACCORDANCE WITH COUNCIL’S OS03 NAMING PARKS, FACILITIES OR TRACKS PROCEDURE, WITH THE INCLUSION OF A PARK NAME SIGN.
Attachment A

Draft Response

Petition Reference: CA19/1148315
Thank you for your petition requesting that Council name the parkland at Wynnum Road, Wynnum West, that is occupied by Bayside BMX Club Inc., Bayside Radio Control Club Inc. and Brisbane Bayside Steam Railway Society Inc, as ‘Wynnum West Leisure Park’.

Council has completed an onsite investigation and considered your request.

Council will consider renaming a section of Kianawah Road Park, off the Wynnum Road frontage as ‘Wynnum West Leisure Park’, in accordance with Council’s OS03 Naming Parks, Facilities or Tracks Procedure, with the inclusion of a park name sign.
Please advise the other petitioners of this information.

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Mr Brendon Whittaker, A/Regional Coordinator Parks, East Region, Asset Services, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, on (07) 3407 1477.

Thank you for raising this matter.

ADOPTED

CITY STANDARDS, COMMUNITY HEALTH AND SAFETY COMMITTEE

Councillor Kim MARX, Chair of the City Standards, Community Health and Safety Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Steven TOOMEY, that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 5 May 2020, be adopted.

Chair:
Is there any debate? 
Councillor MARX.
Councillor MARX:
Yes, thank you, Chair. Before going to the report, can I echo the LORD MAYOR’s sentiments that he mentioned earlier about International Nurses Day. They’re certainly a profession that was a major part of my life going back to when I first started working for my local GP at the age of 16. So, some years ago, so, nurses have been a big part of my working career and I take my hat off to them. They continue, particularly in these trying times, to do work that many of us would not even dream of undertaking.


There was a couple of questions I wanted to respond to as well. There was a question on notice this morning from the Committee. So, as we mentioned in the Committee this morning, the parks are in the process of being opened in preparation of being business as usual from Monday 16 May. 

The LORD MAYOR has already said this in his speech, but there’s a general clean happening as well as the maintenance and that will involve sweeping, clearing cobwebs, making sure everything is working fine. Particularly regarding the barbecues are all having an electrical check, but there will be no wholesale sanitising of playgrounds. There are over 1,000 playground, parks, et cetera and it’s just not possible.

We’re asking that those who are using the equipment, to use it—use the normal COVID-19 precautions and social distancing just as if they were going to the shops. I’m sure that people and parents will do the right thing as far as that goes.

There was another question here from Councillor CASSIDY, the—on item 7. In the contracts and tendering to supply and deliver of a large capacity mobile scalping screen for the value of $508,000 with a—have achieved the highest value for money at 16.35. 

I am reliably informed that this is actually a beautiful machine. It is now in service at Bracalba. They say that it is a—beauty is in the eye of the beholder but there is a video so if you Google R230 Screener, McCloskey International, you can watch a video of this machine in action.

I watch—my husband watches a lot of the mining for gold programs on Netflix and it shows you that there’s a machine that much looks like this one that they use in the outback and the purpose is to screen overburden and raw materials into saleable full products versus double handling as a spoil. It was a larger capacity replacement item, so I look forward to going out there and meeting not only with Terry Bird, the Manager of Asphalt and Aggregates, but also the Bracalba quarry and this new beaut machine.

The other one was contract 9. The supply and delivery of two electric footpath sweepers. One is a replacement and the other one is new. The new one is for the expansion of some of the CBD path sweeping needs, but also allows us to continue using one of the other non-electric footway sweepers to get out of the city more, which is what we need. We need some of this stuff out in the suburbs. The guys have been using it to do smaller streets in the suburban area and the new sweeper gives us a bit more scope to continue with that. 

There was also discussion about the—the question that Councillor CUMMING raised in relation to two gumtrees that were removed. Now, these gum—there were two trees. I can confirm that two trees were removed during the installation of a playground and seating in the Rotary Park, Heathwood. I have been advised that the subsurface root systems of the tree would have been compromised as a consequence of the project’s excavation works and a decision was made to remove them to successfully deliver the project.

Councillors will know that it is not easy getting trees removed. As I often say to my residents, you normally have to sell your firstborn to get a tree removed and that hasn’t changed. So it has to be something pretty unique for officers to agree to remove a tree and it’s generally always down to the health issues.

I want to move now onto our committee presentation which was a two-part presentation on the overview of Field Services and the CARS (Compliance and Regulatory Services) branch. Obviously, Mica gave us the Field Services overview and Anne gave us the overview on CARS. 

There were a number of petitions but I’m going to leave that to the debate of the Chamber and come back to answer any questions if there are any. Thank you, Chair.

Chair:
Further speakers?

Councillor CUMMING:
Yes.

Chair:
Councillor CUMMING.

Councillor CUMMING:
Yes, in relation to items B, C and D. They’re all petitions relating to road resurfacing in the Wynnum Manly Ward. I raised—did raise the issue of those streets needing resurfacing during the election campaign. Councillor HOWARD was the Chair at the time and she indicated that Glading and Milfoil Street were to be done and I couldn’t find them anywhere in the budget so I wondered how that could be the case but in the end, they were funded out of savings.


The section of Milfoil that needed doing was done just before the election and Glading Street was done just afterwards so I thank Councillor HOWARD for that. 


Major Street is another street which is in very poor condition and also has problems with a lot of water near the surface in that street. Sort of like springs running underneath the road which makes it a difficult road to keep in good repair, but I hope the LORD MAYOR is listening and that he’ll consider that one as I—because it’s probably the roughest street in Wynnum Manly by some distance.


It’s about—it’s only about 200 metres long and about 50 or so houses so it’s not an exorbitant amount to get it done. So, I support the response to the petition in items B, C and D.

Chair:
Thank you. Further speakers? 
Councillor JOHNSTON?

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, thank you, Mr Chairman. Just briefly on the report, particularly the overview of Field Services and CARS. Just a few brief comments on that. 


I am really disappointed that we have to read in the annual plan that Council has cut mowing over the last three months. It is incredibly disappointing to see that this Council deliberately cut four mows out of the summer mowing schedule. Okay, it was a little bit dry at the beginning of the year but it’s since rained and the grass has gone berserk. 


It is just shocking that this Council thinks that reducing mowing in parks and roadsides is an acceptable course of action. It is immediately clear to me now why things have got out of hand in my ward. In every riverside park around the ward, along roadsides everywhere, in parks down near Oxley Creek, the grass has been two metres high. I posted photos today and I think people were quite shocked as to how bad it actually was. 

To find out that this Administration deliberately made a decision to cut mowing services in summer, in Brisbane, has to be one of the most incompetent and ridiculous decisions that this Administration has made. Honestly, I’d put it up there with the City Plan debacle because who cuts mowing in the middle of Brisbane in a subtropical suburb?

At the time when Brisbane was cutting mowing, we all got an email. We all got an email from the branch manager saying, if you’re having a problem with areas not being mowed, please let us know. I was logging job after job. I sent through lists of where mowing needs to be done. I’ve taken the head of Asset Services out to have a look. I’ve taken Councillor MARX out to have a look.

To find out that this Council is cutting mowing, the most basic service that residents of Brisbane expect us to do for them, is not right. I am just disgusted by the behaviour of this Administration and the failure to exercise the appropriate amount of due diligence to do maintenance works in the suburb of Brisbane.

Now there is a massive problem because the grass is two metres high in most areas. Councillor MARX won’t have any extra money because now a global pandemic has hit, so Councillor HOWARD obviously wasn’t interested in making sure the right thing was done when she was in charge of this portfolio and there is a huge legacy project.

It is shocking how bad the mowing is out in my ward. Months go by. Requests for mowing don’t get done. Requests for edging don’t get done and we have to ask over and over again and it is clear now, it is because this Administration under this LORD MAYOR has cut mowing.

So, come clean, Councillor HOWARD, why did you do this? It is not acceptable. Were you told that the grass wasn’t growing? Well yes it does and okay, mowing doesn’t always happen on a strict two-week cycle because it might be dry one week and pouring rain the next week, but you bank those mows so that when they’re needed, they get done.

The problem with the quality—Sorry. Can you hear me? 

Chair:
Yes, I can. Please go ahead.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Hello?

Chair:
Yes, yes, you can be heard.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Hello? Can you hear me? Okay.

Chair:
Yes.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
God, we need to be back in the Chamber. This is just ridiculous. The—mowing has to be done on a regular basis. It must be done to a satisfactory standard and there is absolutely no way this Administration should be cutting mowing services in the middle of Summer. I am so disappointed to find out that there is a reason beyond the general contractor incompetence, in my view, that this is happening. It is a shameful indictment on this LNP Administration that they have cut mowing services in this city over the last few months.


There is a big problem to fix. We specifically put new contracts in to mow the hard-to-mow areas and at the time these contracts went through, I raised all of these issues and I was assured, yes Councillor, there will be money to mow the hard to maintain areas where there might be a slope or an uneven edge. That is clearly not happening, and the head of Asset Services has told me that the areas I have shown him are not on the list for that kind of mowing. 

It is not good enough and to read in the Council papers today that basic services like mowing have been cut by this LNP Administration is just disgraceful.

Oh, and if the petition for the skate park is sitting in this Committee, I would ask, Mr Chairman, that the Chair brings it through as soon as possible for debate and consideration. Thank you.

Chair:
Further speakers? 
LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair. Can you hear me?

Chair:
I can.

LORD MAYOR:
Fantastic. Look, what we’ve just heard from Councillor JOHNSTON is another classic example of where time and time again, she speaks in this place with inaccurate information and portrays it as somehow the truth. What Councillor JOHNSTON was inaccurately referring to, was a period of drought when it hardly rained at all for months and months and months—

Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:
—in the second half of last year and I—

Chair:
I believe that’s—

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Point of order.

Chair:
—a point of order. Point of order, Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Claim to be misrepresented.

Chair:
Noted. 
LORD MAYOR.
LORD MAYOR:
I remember distinctly getting complaints including Lord Mayoral letters, a whole range of complaints through the call centre, saying—from residents, saying stop mowing, you are just mowing dust.


So, Councillor JOHNSTON clearly has a very short memory because the only reduction in mowing that has occurred is during a drought when there was literally no grass to mow. All we had, right across the city, was a dust bowl. It would have been a gross waste of rate payer money to mow grass that didn’t exist or didn’t require mowing.


I’m not in the business of spending ratepayers’ money on contracts to mow grass that doesn’t need mowing. What I can say though, is that once the growing conditions kicked in, Council went immediately back to its regular schedule of mowing and I remember all the way through that summer growing period, we were on a two-week cut cycle for the majority of Council’s parks right across the city where they were effectively on a back-to-back mowing schedule.


So, any suggestion that there’s been a cut to needed mowing services is simply not the case. We scaled back on mowing the dirt during a drought. That is all that’s happened here and this reflects the historic, I guess expenditure, of Council in the second half of last year. 


All right, so there has been no reduction to the cutting of grass during the growing season when it is required to grow, and in many respects, this particular budget item operates a bit like the mosquito spraying where, if you need to cut more, you cut more. If you need to cut less, you cut less. 

There is no point wasting ratepayers’ money cutting grass during a drought and kicking up dust and getting complaints from residents. So, we pulled back on the cutting at that stage and then it was geared up fully to our record-high level of cutting in the growing season when it was required.

That is the truth of the matter. Not the misrepresentation that we’ve heard from Councillor JOHNSTON where she implied that a reduction in mowing happened during the growing season. It did not.

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON, your misrepresentation. Please limit your comments to the misrepresentation at hand.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, Mr Chair. I referred to—the LORD MAYOR has misrepresented me and lied—

Chair:
No, you can’t say that.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
The annual—

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON, you are among the people quickest, quickest to jump onto people for using the wrong sort of words. Please do not use that language.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
The LORD MAYOR has misrepresented what I said and did deliberately mislead the residents of Brisbane. I was referring to the annual operational plan progress report, which was from January to March and on page 8, it clearly states that four cuts were removed during January to March. Peak growing season, when it was—

Chair:
Thank you. All right, further speakers? I see no further speakers. 
Councillor MARX.

Councillor MARX:
Yes, thank you, Mr Chair. I just want to thank Councillor CUMMING for his support of those petitions. As he mentioned, two of those street resurfacings had been done before we actually got the petition through Committee and as I explained this morning in Committee, what happens is, we all know road resurfacing goes on the capital listing and budget. 

There is a certain dollar value attached to that. Obviously, if the road resurfacing is done under that dollar value then there’s—what money left over and then the officers are able to go back and manage to pick up and resurface extra streets that would not necessarily be listed as capital listing.


There—I’m pretty sure most of the Councillors here will have had at least one or two streets done under that program where they’re not listed in the budget book but they get done anyway from the savings that we were able to maintain.


Just to finish off on the grass cutting. Can I comment by saying that yes, I did go out to Councillor JOHNSTON’s ward, as I have with Councillor TOOMEY, Councillor STRUNK, Councillor HAMMOND and Councillor LANDERS and I’ve—my understanding is, five more Councillors who have made the appointment for me to come out and see them all. 

The idea of me visiting all of these people with Councillor wards is to get an idea across the whole city, as in the CBD and the suburbs about the city standards, which is what this portfolio is all about. The issue with the grass that Councillor JOHNSTON is specifically referring to is grass growing on the embankment of her water—riverside parks and I agreed with her that they were long and we did discuss what we were going to do in that space. 

The decision was, yes, there was a—apparently there was a decision about going onto a specialist mowing schedule which is something I’m talking to officers about. There’s also the decision and the discussion needs to be about some sort of specialist mowing equipment that potentially our mower contractors do or don’t have. That’s something we’re looking into.

As far as the cuts or the cutting, it actually—Councillor JOHNSTON, you mentioned that we should bank the mows. Can I say, that’s exactly what we did do. So, there are four mows—the mows are what they’re called, they’re banked, postponed, because it was in dry times at the time and that was earlier this year. What happens is, we bank those mowing schedules. The money doesn’t go anywhere and then when we need to do extra mowing, we’ve got that money there for it.

The mowing you’re talking about is quite specifically the riverside bank mow—

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
No.

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
No interjections.

Councillor MARX:
I agree with you on that and as I said to you, we are going to be looking at that and talking to the mowing contractors about the specialist equipment that was required for that.

So, if there’s no other debate, I thank everybody for their support of the Committee and presentations.

Chair: 
I now put the resolution. 
Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of the report of the City Standards, Community Health and Safety Committee was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows(
ATTENDANCE:
Councillor Kim Marx (Chair), Councillor Steven Toomey (Deputy Chair), and Councillors Peter Cumming, Tracy Davis, Sarah Hutton and Nicole Johnston.

A
COMMITTEE PRESENTATION – FIELD SERVICES AND COMPLIANCE AND REGULATORY SERVICES OVERVIEW
568/2019-20

1.
The Executive Manager, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, and Manager, Compliance and Regulatory Services, Lifestyle and Community Services, attended the meeting to provide an overview of Field Services and an overview of Compliance and Regulatory Services, respectively. They provided the information below.
2.
Field Services provides construction and maintenance services across Brisbane’s civil and green assets, along with the management of significant service contracts for waste and cleansing services. Field Services is the key interface between the community and Council’s asset owners, and program partners. It consists of the following branches:
-
Waste and Resource Recovery Services
-
Asphalt and Aggregates
-
Asset Services
-
Construction
-
Urban Amenity
-
Fleet Solutions
-
Commercial Services and Business Improvement.

3. 
An organisational chart for Field Services were shown to the Committee
4. 
Field services delivers across all Council programs. The work delivered by Field Services plays a big part in enhancing Brisbane's liveability. Field Services’ branches are categorised into four main branch types; delivery, project/program management, support and outsourced contracts.
5. 
The volume of service delivery in 2018-19 included the removal of more than 70,609 graffiti tags, the laying of in excess of 34 kilometres of kerb and channel, the cutting of 78,174 hectares of grass within parks and road corridors across the city, the provision of more than 30 million bulk wheelie bins collection services, the processing of approximately 86,530 tonnes of recyclable materials, and the delivery of more than 590 resurfaced streets for 2018-19 and 287 streets year to date. 

6.
Asset Services coordinates the maintenance and upgrades to a range of Council’s assets that are delivered by Field Services branches and external contractors. 
7.
Asphalt and Aggregates oversees the management of Council's quarries and road surfacing operations, including the laying and repair of asphalt pavements, minor pothole repairs and road line marking. The branch consists of three core business units; road surfacing, asphalt production, and quarries. Asphalt and Aggregates is a key delivery partner in Program 2: Infrastructure for Brisbane.

8.
Construction delivers a range of high quality specialist services in the areas of civil infrastructure, bridge maintenance, transport network technologies, trades, land remediation and stormwater drainage. Construction is made up of six areas: 

-
Civil Infrastructure Services

-
Traffic Network Services
-
Contracts and Structures Services

-
Trade Services

-
Planning Services

-
Technical Services.

9. 
Fleet Solutions is the primary fleet maintenance provider for Council. The business manages all parts of the asset life cycle including procurement, maintenance, repair and disposal of fleet assets. Fleet Solutions manages approximately 4,500 assets including:
-
minor plant and equipment (e.g. chainsaws and brush cutters)
-
passenger, light commercial and heavy vehicles
-
major plant equipment (e.g. road sweepers, rollers and paving machines).
10. 
Commercial Services and Business Improvement (CSBI) provides business support for Field Services. The branch embraces principles of Agile project Management and LEAN thinking to add value to the customer. Continuous improvement is executed through leveraging existing corporate systems, mapping and standardising work processes across Field Services. CSBI consists of six work areas:

-
Workplace Health and Safety
-
Business Improvement
-
Contract and Risk Management
-
Environmental Management
-
Change and Development
-
Business Analysis.
11. 
Urban Amenity is responsible for keeping Brisbane’s streets and public spaces clean, green and safe for the enjoyment of residents and visitors. 
12. 
Waste and Resource Recovery Services (WaRRS) manages the delivery of waste related services and contracts for bin collection, waste disposal, kerbside large items collections and waste minimisation initiatives. Through an alliance partnership, WaRRS also manages waste assets including Brisbane landfill, four resource recovery centres and two tip shops. The branch provides services that support the objectives of Program area 3.5 Managing and Reducing Brisbane’s Waste and Litter and is guided by Brisbane Vision 2031.
13. 
The role of CARS is to lead, enable and protect the health, safety and amenity of Brisbane through a range of licensing and regulatory services. These relate to environmental health, land use and built environment (including heritage), animal management, graffiti reduction, amenity and liveability, the use of Council land and assets, and the natural environment.

14. 
CARS operate across four distinct work groups:

-
Strategic Regulation, Systems and Analytics

-
City Standards

-
Built Environment

-
Environmental Health

-
Environmental Management Team

-
Business Delivery Officers

-
City Safety

-
Parking

-
Safety, Amenity and Litter Teams

-
Rapid Response Group (RRG)

-
Enforcement Team 

-
Enforcement Team

-
Taskforce Against Graffiti (TAG)
15.
A chart of key annual statistics for CARS was shown to the Committee.

16. 
CARS manages Council’s two Animal Rehoming Centres (Warra and Willawong), specialising in animal welfare, rehoming and retraining animals. Council’s RRG is Brisbane’s 24/7 response to high risk matters. The TAG ensures the timely removal of graffiti across Brisbane and also fosters a continued partnership with the Queensland Police Service assisting in the identification and apprehension of graffiti vandals.

17. 
Service impacts due to the coronavirus include services modified, ceasing services, additional services, extensions and fee waiving. This has led to updating of Contact Centre scripting, updating of website content and correspondence. 
18.
Following a number of questions from the committee, the chair thanked Executive Manager, Field Services, and Manager, Compliance and Regulatory Services, for their informative presentation.
19.
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.

ADOPTED

B
PETITION – REQUESTING COUNCIL PROVIDE FUNDING TO RESURFACE GLADING STREET, MANLY WEST, IN THE COUNCIL 2020 BUDGET
CA19/1193634
569/2019-20

20.
A petition from residents, requesting Council provide funding to resurface Glading Street, Manly West, in the Council 2020 Budget, was presented to the meeting of Council held on 3 December 2019, by Councillor Peter Cumming, and received.
21.
The Executive Manager, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, provided the following information.

22.
The petition contains nine signatures.

23.
Asset Services, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, had Glading Street, Manly West, listed to be resurfaced between Major and Milfoil Streets.

Funding
24.
Funding obtained from Council’s 2019-20 capital works program.

Consultation

25.
Councillor Peter Cumming, Councillor for Wynnum Manly Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation.

26.
The Executive Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed.

27.
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT THE DRAFT RESPONSE, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE SENT TO THE HEAD PETITIONER ADVISING GLADING STREET, MANLY WEST, WAS LISTED TO BE RESURFACED BETWEEN MAJOR AND MILFOIL STREETS, AND WAS COMPLETED IN APRIL 2020.

Attachment A

Draft Response

Petition Reference: CA19/1193634
Thank you for your petition requesting Council provide funding to resurface Glading Street, Manly West, in the Council 2020 Budget.

Council has completed an onsite investigation and considered your request.

Asset Services, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, listed to have Glading Street resurfaced between Major and Milfoil Streets, and work was completed in April 2020.
Please advise the other petitioners of this information.

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Mr Noel Lawrence, Regional Coordinator Civil Engineering, East Region, Asset Services, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, on (07) 3407 1477.

Thank you for raising this matter.

ADOPTED

C 
PETITION – REQUESTING COUNCIL PROVIDE FUNDING TO RESURFACE MILFOIL STREET, MANLY WEST, IN THE COUNCIL BUDGET 2020
CA19/1194446
570/2019-20

28.
A petition from residents, requesting Council provide funding to resurface Milfoil Street, Manly West, in the Council Budget 2020, was presented to the meeting of Council held on 3 December 2019, by Councillor Peter Cumming, and received.
29.
The Executive Manager, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, provided the following information.

30.
The petition contains 15 signatures.

31.
Asset Services, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, listed to resurface Milfoil Street, Stannard Road and Talwong Street, and this work was completed in March 2020.

32.
The section of section of Milfoil Street between Stannard Road and Glading Street was resurfaced in 2016-17.
Funding
33.
Funding obtained from Council’s 2019-20 capital works program. 
Consultation
34.
Councillor Peter Cumming, Councillor for Wynnum Manly Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation.
35.
The Executive Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed.
36.
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT THE DRAFT RESPONSE, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, BE SENT TO THE HEAD PETITIONER ADVISING THAT COUNCIL LISTED THE RESURFACING OF MILFOIL STREET, MANLY WEST, BETWEEN STANNARD ROAD AND TALWONG STREET, AND THIS WORK WAS COMPLETED IN MARCH 2020. 

Attachment A

Draft Response

Petition Reference: CA19/1194446
Thank you for your petition requesting Council provide funding to resurface Milfoil Street, Manly West, in the Council Budget 2020.

Council completed an onsite investigation and considered your request.

Council listed the resurfacing of Milfoil Street, Manly West, between Stannard Road and Talwong Street, and this work was completed in March 2020.
Please advise the other petitioners of this information.

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Mr Noel Lawrence, Regional Coordinator Civil Engineering, East Region, Asset Services, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, on (07) 3407 1477.
Thank you for raising this matter.

ADOPTED

D 
PETITIONS – REQUESTING COUNCIL PROVIDE FUNDING TO RESURFACE MAJOR STREET, MANLY WEST, IN THE COUNCIL BUDGET 2020
CA19/1165234 and CA19/1195028
571/2019-20

37.
Two petitions from residents, requesting Council provide funding to resurface Major Street, Manly West, in the Council Budget 2020, were presented to the meeting of Council held on 26 November and 3 December 2019, by Councillor Peter Cumming, and received.
38.
The Executive Manager, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, provided the following information. 

39.
The first petition (CA19/1165234) contains 24 signatures and the second petition (CA19/1195028) contains seven signatures.

40.
Asset Services, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, has listed for consideration to resurface Major Street, between Preston Road and Glading Street, as part of Council’s future capital works program. Major Street has also been listed to reconstruct selective concrete kerb and channel between the same limits.

41.
Each year in June, all such listed works are assessed in relation to the overall needs of the City. Those works that are approved are considered to have the highest priority in terms of public safety, convenience and the number of people directly benefited in relation to the cost.

Funding
42.
Funding will be sought as part of Council's future capital works program. 
Consultation
43.
Councillor Peter Cumming, Councillor for Wynnum Manly Ward, was consulted and supports the recommendation.
44.
The Executive Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed.

45.
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT THE DRAFT RESPONSE, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE SENT TO THE HEAD PETITIONER ADVISING THAT COUNCIL HAS LISTED FOR CONSIDERATION TO RESURFACE MAJOR STREET, MANLY WEST, BETWEEN PRESTON ROAD AND GLADING STREET, AS PART OF COUNCIL'S FUTURE CAPITAL WORKS PROGRAM.
Attachment A

Draft Response

Petition References: CA19/1165234 and CA19/1195028
Thank you for your petitions requesting Council provide funding to resurface Major Street, Manly West, in the Council 2020 Budget.

Council has completed an onsite investigation and considered your request.

Council has listed for consideration to resurface Major Street, between Preston Road and Glading Street, as part of Council’s future capital works program. These works will also include selective reconstruction of the concrete kerb and channel between these limits.

Each year in June, all such listed works are assessed in relation to the overall needs of the City. Those works that are approved are considered to have the highest priority in terms of public safety, convenience and the number of people directly benefited in relation to the cost.

Please advise the other petitioners of this information.

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Mr Noel Lawrence, Regional Coordinator Civil Engineering, East Region, Asset Services, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, on (07) 3407 1477.

Thank you for raising this matter.

ADOPTED

E 
PETITIONS – REQUESTING COUNCIL RETAIN THE CENTRE ISLE ON DILKERA STREET, BALMORAL, TO ALLOW FOR ROAD WIDENING OF THE STREET AND TO ADDRESS SAFETY AND ACCESS CONCERNS IN THE 2020-21 FINANCIAL YEAR
CA19/1176871 and CA19/1194951
572/2019-20

46.
Two petitions from residents, requesting Council retain the centre isle on Dilkera Street, Balmoral, to allow for road widening of the street and to address safety and access concerns in the 2020‑21 financial year, were presented to the meeting of Council held on 3 December 2019, by Councillor Kara Cook, and received.
47.
The Executive Manager, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, provided the following information.
48.
The first petition (CA19/1176871) contains 51 signatures and the second petition (CA19/1194951) contains 11 signatures.

49.
Dilkera Street is a narrow high/low divided residential street. The centre isle is a very steep, predominantly rock cut embankment. This embankment varies in height up to six metres. The existing road pavements are narrow and approximately five metres in width. Therefore, cars that park without straddling the concrete kerb and channel, are essentially illegally parked as are those that straddle the kerb and channel. The low road has been widened previously where widening could be achieved, but a minimum of 5.5 metres has not been achieved for the majority of this street.

50.
Dilkera Street, Balmoral, is currently listed for consideration under Schedule 31 and is proposed for inclusion as part of Council’s future capital works program.

51.
Each June, all listed projects are prioritised and assessed against the overall needs of the city. The works that get approved have the highest priority in terms of public safety, convenience and the number of people directly benefitting in relation to the cost.
Funding
52.
Funding will be obtained from Council's future capital works program. 
Consultation
53.
Councillor Kara Cook, Councillor for Morningside Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation.

54.
The Executive Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed.

55.
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT THE DRAFT RESPONSE, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE SENT TO THE HEAD PETITIONER ADVISING THAT COUNCIL WILL CONSIDER RETAINING THE CENTRE ISLE IN DILKERA STREET, BALMORAL, AS PART OF COUNCIL'S FUTURE CAPITAL WORKS PROGRAM.
Attachment A

Draft Response

Petitions References: CA19/1176871 and CA19/1194951
Thank you for your petitions requesting that Council retain the centre isle on Dilkera Street, Balmoral, to allow for road widening and to address safety and access concerns in the 2020-21 financial year.

Council has completed an onsite investigation and considered your request.
Council will consider retaining the centre isle in Dilkera Street, Balmoral, as part of Council’s future capital works program.
Each June, all listed projects are prioritised and assessed against the overall needs of the city. The works that get approved have the highest priority in terms of public safety, convenience and the number of people directly benefitting in relation to the cost.

Please advise the other petitioners of this information.

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Mr Noel Lawrence, Regional Coordinator Civil Engineering, East Region, Asset Services, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, on (07) 3407 1477.

Thank you for raising this matter.

ADOPTED

Chair:
Councillors, the Community Arts and Nighttime Economy Committee, please.

Councillor HOWARD?

Councillor HOWARD:
Yes, I’m—hang on. I’m just having a bit of technical trouble, bear with me.

Chair:
There we go. That’s it.

Councillor HOWARD:
Thank you. Thank you, Mr Chair. 
COMMUNITY, ARTS AND NIGHTTIME ECONOMY COMMITTEE 

Councillor Vicki HOWARD, Chair of the Community, Arts and Nighttime Economy Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Sandy LANDERS, that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 5 May 2020, be adopted.

Chair:
Is there any debate?

Councillor HOWARD?
Councillor HOWARD:
Well thank you, Mr Chair. I just would like to echo the LORD MAYOR and Councillor MARX’s comments about our wonderful nurses and particularly this year because it recognises 200 years since the birth of the amazing Florence Nightingale. 

So I think everyone in the Chamber will agree with me that the heroic efforts over the last few months have just been amazing and what they do every single day and night to help us in our greatest time of need is very much valued by all of us.

Moving on to the Committee report, Chair. Last week we were given an informative presentation on all the wonderful work that our dedicated officers do to develop vibrant and caring local Brisbane communities as a part of the Community, Arts and Nighttime Economy.

As Chair of this Committee, I’m honoured with the privilege of working alongside our award-winning contact centre, our passionate libraries team who deliver the largest library service in the nation. Our dedicated Connected Communities and Community, Facilities and Venues team who work tirelessly every day to deliver some of our most loved services to the residents of Brisbane.

So, I do thank them for their tireless hard work and I comment the report to the Chamber. There were a number of petitions as well. I’ll leave that for the Chamber to debate and recommend the report to the Chamber.

Chair:
Further speakers? 
Councillor COOK.

Councillor COOK:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I’m going to be speaking on items B, C and D today, Mr Chair. I want to start with item C. This is the petition requesting Council fund the planning, design and renovation of the Bulimba Library. Mr Chair, we won’t be supporting this recommendation today. 

This petition was presented to Council back in March 2019, over 12 months ago with 265 signatures. It has taken this LNP Administration over 12 months to process the petition and come back with a no, sorry, all funds expended. The response is a mere five lines, Mr Chair. No explanation. No analysis and no vision for the future of this building which is the heart and soul of Bulimba.

This petition was presented prior to the last budget, and in fact, Mr Chair, I spoke about this petition during the budget last year and the complete failure of the LNP Administration at that time to process a petition in a timely fashion. I couldn’t have anticipated, Mr Chair, it would take a further 11 months to get this response.

There wasn’t time in the Committee meeting to ask questions about this petition because the presentation went for about 27 of the 30 minutes allocated so I’ll ask them now and look forward to a response from our new Chairperson, Councillor HOWARD. 

So, through you, Mr Chair, Councillor HOWARD, why did this petition take so long to come back with this recommendation? Why wasn’t there the foresight to at least recommend that this project be listed in the budget for the 2021 financial year? What has this administration got against the Bulimba Library? Is the issue that it is a Labor ward and you expended your Labor quota with the Sandgate Library? Or is there some other issue?

Five and a half years ago, Mr Chair, the former Councillor for Morningside ran a petition in very similar terms to this one that attracted over 755 signatures. So, in the last five and a half years, we have had over 1,000 locals petition this LNP Administration for an upgrade. 

I don’t know what it will take for this Council to start actually listening to local residents. We have seen time and time again in this place, a complete disregard by the LNP for the people this Council is meant to serve. Particularly if they happen to reside in a Labor area.

There is no vision from the LNP when it comes to the opportunities presented by the Bulimba Library. This library is the hub of our local community. It is nestled at the top of Oxford Street, right next to a kindy and in very close proximity to the Bulimba State School. 

This is a fantastic opportunity to open the library up and have an integrated indoor‑outdoor learning area and meeting space. There is a huge underutilised parcel of land next to the library which presents an amazing opportunity. 

The vehicle access to the library is quite frankly just dangerous. We have a pedestrian crossing that literally meets the driveway entrance to the library. So you have school kids and those at the local kindy trying to navigate the driveway, the pedestrian crossing and it’s an absolute disaster waiting to happen.

We know that the Morningside Ward and particularly Bulimba are growing exponentially. We have the Bulimba Barracks development a stone’s throw away from the library that will see hundreds of new residents move into the area but our local facilities are falling behind and not able to keep up with demand.

It is time for Council to have the strategic vision, not only for the city but for our library services within it. The Bulimba Library is a huge opportunity to improve our suburban infrastructure. The short-sightedness of this response is quite frankly appalling, Mr Chair. There is so much potential here and it is incredibly frustrating to see the incredible work that has been done in other libraries across the city where Bulimba remains ignored.

Next month, we will see the budget rolled out. There seems to be no rhyme or reason to the decision-making processes in this LNP Administration. I will continue to push for funding of this project because this is what my community and residents deserve and it is well overdue. For those reasons, we won’t be supporting that item today.

That brings me to item D, Mr Chair, the petition requesting that Council relocate the Bramble Bay Pony Club. Mr Chair, again, this petition was presented to Council on 5 May 2019. One year ago, Mr Chair. It’s this petition’s actual anniversary. 

Mr Chair, given the period of time that has passed since this petition was first raised, you would expect that a lot of progress has been made on this issue by the LNP Council but you’d be mistaken, Mr Chair. This is absolutely not the case and the Bramble Bay Pony Club is either more in the dark now than they were at the time when this petition was launched. 

Quite literally, Mr Chair, in the dark. That is because, Mr Chair, this Council does not care about our community clubs. They are happy to take their land without a plan, without proper consultation and then offer to compensate them with lighting that they have failed to deliver.

Once again, Mr Chair, there was no time for questions in Committee on this issue so I will ask them now and I would love Councillor LANDERS, who is the local Councillor, to answer them. I’m sure, Mr Chair, she’ll have lots to say on this issue given it is in her local area. So through you, Mr Chair, my questions for Councillor LANDERS are as follows.

How many times has she met with the Bramble Bay Pony Club? How many emails has she personally sent to the Bramble Bay Pony Club on this issue in an attempt to resolve the outstanding issues? How long will it take for this club to finally have a home? When can they expect to see the promised lighting upgrades delivered, which have been ongoing since last year? 

A few questions through you, Mr Chair, for Councillor HOWARD. Again, why has this petition taken 12 months to return to this Chamber? Why has it taken so long to process the promised lighting upgrade? How many times has her office briefed or met with Councillor LANDERS on this issue or her predecessor? 1,888 signatories to this petition, Mr Chair, quite possibly one of the largest petitions to come through this place in recent times.

The petition background noted that the Bramble Bay Pony Club had provided valuable opportunities to the local community for many years. What it fails to mention, Mr Chair, many years is in fact 40 years. 

The LORD MAYOR likes to talk about having a plan. Clearly, Mr Chair, he had no plan when it came to the Bramble Bay Pony Club besides displacing a club with a 40-year history from their local area and the LNP did it with the support of their local Councillor at the time. The person who was meant to act in their best interest. It’s absolutely shameful, Mr Chair.

At the time, they were told they had a month to move. A club with a 40-year history, were given one month and no new site. At the time, they were told it would be 18 months until a new site could be found. Mr Chair, we are now almost 18 months down the track and no new home seems to be on the horizon for this club. 

Mr Chair, as an interim measure, most of the Bramble Bay Pony Club ended up at the Redcliff Pony Club and a commitment was made to upgrade the lighting at Redcliffe by Council. A $40,000 to $50,000 commitment. Strangely, none of that is mentioned in this petition response, Mr Chair, although it clearly is relevant given that the money has not been forthcoming.

Another demonstration of this LNP Council’s absolutely dismal track record when it comes to supporting our local clubs, Mr Chair.

The Bramble Bay Pony Club deserves better. They deserve to have regular communication from Council. They deserve active and proper representation from their local Councillor but most importantly, Mr Chair, they deserve a home. So, Mr Chair, we won’t be supporting this recommendation today because it says nothing, it does nothing and it means nothing, because actions speak louder than words, Mr Chair, and this LNP Council is all talk and no action.

Finally, Mr Chair, on item B. Do I have much time left, Mr Chair?

Chair:
Two minutes.

Councillor COOK:
Thank you. This is the petition that Council build a vert ramp at Woolloongabba. We won’t be supporting this petition recommendation that pretty much just ignores over 825 Brisbane residents. This petition was very clear in its request. A vert ramp in The Gabba. What response do we have from the LNP? 

Helpfully, a summary of other BMX facilities are—which are available elsewhere in the city, not in The Gabba. A concession that the City Plan does say there should be skateboarding and BMX facilities within a three to five kilometre radius of most residents within the city. Then helpfully indicates that the local Councillor should fund the project themselves from the Lord Mayor’s Suburban Enhancement Fund. 

Can I also just put on record that the last time a Councillor did that in this place, she copped abuse from the then Lord Mayor that it was some kind of vanity project but who knows? Maybe those views left the building when he did.

Finally, another concession that a new vert ramp is warranted within Brisbane, perhaps not in The Gabba as the petitioners had requested, should a suitable site become available. 

Mr Chair, no analysis or audit or information about Gabba, about Woolloongabba, and if or where there may or may not be a suitable site. No recognition that the eastern suburbs, particularly around Coorparoo have been asking for BMX facilities and in fact there is another petition currently before Council to that effect.

As recently as last week, Mr Chair, there were reports in the eastern suburbs local media that there was a need for more BMX facilities to deal with BMX riders, in particular, inappropriately utilising bushland due to the lack of facilities. 

Labor cannot possibly support this recommendation tonight because it is a nothing response. It doesn’t address the concerns of the petitioners and makes an absolute farce of the petition process. Thank you, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor interjecting.
Chair:
Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Thanks Chair, I also just want to speak on the petition regarding the vert ramp in Woolloongabba. I’m obviously very supportive of building a vert ramp in The Gabba and I guess I’m a little disappointed that it’s taken Council such a long time to even get to the point of responding to the petition in this way and I’d be interested if Councillor HOWARD is able to explain why it is that this petition which was lodged quite a long time ago now is only now coming through for a response that’s not particularly helpful anyway.


But this petition, I presented this on 6 November 2018, 6 November 2018, this petition was brought to Council. It’s now May 2020 and the only response from Council has been to say, yeah, a vert ramp would be nice but where do we put it. I think that highlights a key concern that this Council has not addressed, which is that there’s simply a gross undersupply of public green space and public parkland within the suburb of Woolloongabba and particularly the northern and western sides of Woolloongabba.


There has been significant high-density development in those areas over the past few years. A lot of people, including families with kids and a lot of teenagers, move into high density apartments where they don’t have private backyards for exercise and they don’t have safe streets to ride their bikes around. So actually, these kinds of facilities, skate facilities and BMX facilities et cetera, are really important for inner city communities because there is nowhere else for their kids to exercise and recreate.


As well for adults, the same applies so I’m really, to be honest, quite impressed that a bunch of skaters pulled together a petition of 825 signatures. That’s a significant effort and I think it shows the passion and eagerness that the community has for this piece of infrastructure. 

I’m also a bit disappointed that the implication of the petition is that I should just cannibalise the footpaths and playgrounds budget to pay for something which is clearly a citywide facility, but I would be willing to work constructively with the Administration to allocate a proportion of budget for my Suburban Enhancement Fund if that could be combined with park upgrade money or facilities money from the Council’s annual budget. 

So, I’ll put that offer on the table and say I’m willing to put some money from my local discretionary park upgrades budget toward this project if the Council is willing to put some in as well.

The broader problem though is that we don’t have public spaces where we can put these facilities because Council’s park’s plan is, and the LORD MAYOR and the Development Services team have failed to plan ahead for population growth and have failed to provide enough useable public park land and useable public spaces within The Gabba Ward.

So I am going to keep looking for space where we can put this but it’s going to be really hard to find any because we only have a couple of parks in—within the suburb of Woolloongabba and they’re already very crowded and close to residential areas et cetera.

But I hope that Councillor HOWARD, if I do come back to you with a recommendation for a specific site, that you will be open to it and that you won’t put up unnecessary blocks. My big concern is that in the inner city, we have very few public spaces that are a long distance away from residential housing and Council has a general rule about not wanting to put skate facilities too close to residential properties. 

But the simple fact is that there aren’t any public spaces within the Woolloongabba suburb that aren’t close to residential properties. So hopefully, the Council Administration is serious about supporting skate infrastructure in the inner city. 

There will be some flexibility about—around those general rules and it would be interesting to hear from Councillor HOWARD about how—how she sees that being implemented in practical terms and will she be willing to support skate facilities that might be a little bit closer to residential homes than Council would normally contemplate if it were delivering a skate facility further out in the suburbs.

So, I’ll just conclude by saying that I’m really keen to work constructively with the rest of Council on this project but it’s up to Council to provide—identify and provide a space. So far, the Administration hasn’t done that and I’m a little bit disappointed that it’s taken such a long time to deliver such a do-nothing response.

Chair:
Further speakers? 
I see no hands so, Councillor HOWARD.

Councillor HOWARD:
Thank you, Mr Chair and I will start with the vert ramp petition and thank Councillor SRI for his comments and like him, I also represent an inner city area and of course I have young people that are also wanting these types of ramps and very limited space, as you say, with people who live around it who aren’t that keen about that type of activity.


But can I say to you, through you Mr Chair, if I could invite Councillor SRI to contact me, I’m very happy to have a conversation. No promises at all, I’d just like to have a conversation with you and see where we can go with that.


In terms of the Bramble Bay Pony Club petition, can I say that Councillor Cooper worked very hard with the Bramble Bay Pony Club and that I am sure that Councillor Sandy LANDERS—

Councillor interjecting.
Councillor HOWARD:
—will continue that. I am sure that Councillors—

Councillor interjecting.
Chair:
No interjections, please. 
Councillor HOWARD?

Councillor HOWARD:
Thank you, Mr Chair. Through you, Mr Chair and to Councillor LANDERS, I am very happy again to work with Councillor LANDERS and—

Councillor interjecting.
Councillor HOWARD:
—the Bramble Bay Pony Club—through you, Mr Chair, it is very difficult to make it—to respond to the questions that have been asked when I’m interrupted all the time.

Chair:
I know. I know, I have been asking people to limit their interjections to allow the speaker to be heard and that’s something that I’m going to continue to do. 
Please—but please, continue.

Councillor HOWARD:
Thank you, Mr Chair. Thank you and as I was saying through you, Mr Chair, to Councillor LANDERS, I am very happy to work with her and with the Bramble Bay Pony Club to have a look at the situation.


Finally, if we can move to the petition regarding the Bulimba Library. Though you, Mr Chair, to Councillor COOK, I have to say we love all libraries and can I say, this Administration—to my knowledge, has never closed a library, unlike the Opposition who in fact have closed libraries. So, people in glass houses probably should not throw stones until such time as they can—

Councillor interjecting.
Councillor HOWARD:
—so can I—

Councillor interjecting.
Councillor HOWARD:
Again, Mr Chair, I would—

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
Councillors. Please, Councillors.

Councillor interjecting.
Chair:
Please. I know that—I appreciate that we have been here a little while and that people are becoming impatient but please allow Councillor HOWARD to finish her comments so that we can move on to the next item. 
Councillor HOWARD.

Councillor HOWARD:
So Mr Chair, through you and to Councillor COOK, I heard her in silence so that I could listen very carefully to what she said and through you, Mr Chair, to Councillor COOK, Council’s budget is not unlimited and so every year the budget is allocated to projects according to citywide priorities. This financial year—

Councillor interjecting.
Councillor HOWARD:
—refurbishments—this financial year, Council delivered refurbishments of Ashgrove, Sandgate—I didn’t think Sandgate was an LNP ward but perhaps I’m mistaken and Stones Corner libraries. If this is a project—

Councillor interjecting.
Councillor HOWARD:
If this is a project that you believe important to your local community, I trust that you took the opportunity to put forward a budget submission for the next financial year’s budget and—

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor HOWARD:
—as you know, Councillor COOK, through you, Mr Chair, that will be assessed through the budget process.

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor Howard:
So, Mr Chair, through you—and could I just finish by saying to you that I’m very happy to talk to any of the Councillors about any issues, they just need to contact me. We sent an email today advising people how they can do that, so very happy to hear from any one and on that note, I commend the reports to the Chamber.

Chair:
Okay, I now put the resolution. 

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of the report of the Community, Arts and Nighttime Economy Committee was declared carried on the voices.

Thereupon, Councillors Kara COOK and Jared CASSIDY immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared carried.

The voting was as follows:

AYES: 20 -
The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, and Councillors Greg ADERMANN, Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Tracy DAVIS, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, Sarah HUTTON, Sandy LANDERS, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, Peter MATIC, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Angela OWEN, Steven TOOMEY and Andrew WINES.
NOES: 7 -
The Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Jared CASSIDY, and Councillors Kara COOK, Peter CUMMIING, Steve GRIFFITHS, Charles STRUNK, Jonathan SRI and Nicole JOHNSTON.

The report read as follows(
ATTENDANCE:
Councillor Vicki Howard (Chair), Councillor Sandy Landers (Deputy Chair) and Councillors Kara Cook, Peter Cumming, James Mackay and Steven Toomey.
A
COMMITTEE PRESENTATION – OVERVIEW OF COMMUNITY, ARTS AND NIGHTTIME ECONOMY
573/2019-20

1.
The Divisional Manager, Lifestyle and Community Services; Manager, Connected Communities, Lifestyle and Community Services; Manager, Customer Services, Lifestyle and Community Services; Manager, Library Services, Lifestyle and Community Services; and A/Manager, Community Facilities and Venues, Lifestyle and Community Services, attended the meeting to provide an overview of Community, Arts and Nighttime Economy. They provided the information below.
2.
Council’s Contact Centre, Customer Delivery, Customer Services, connects the community with Council via:
-
phone 
-
Council’s website (online forms – OFPM)
-
social media
-
written correspondence
-
face-to-face
-
SMS/MMS
-
the National Relay Service.
In 2018-19, more than 1,150,000 customers contacted Council across all channels.
3.
The Contact Centre also supports Logan City Council (including Logan Water), Moreton Bay Regional Council, CityCycle and the State Emergency Service.

4.
There are 20 customer service centre consultants who work at the following Regional Business Centre counters and kiosks:

-
Central Business Centre (includes Lost Property)
-
North Regional Business Centre
-
South Regional Business Centre 
-
Westfield Carindale Kiosk 
-
Indooroopilly Shopping Centre Kiosk.

5.
A flow chart showing the operation of Customer Delivery’s Business Hotline was shown to the Committee.

6.
Council’s Searches and Certificates, Customer Delivery, Customer Services, supports Brisbane’s property industry through:
-
Inspection of Records 
-
Building Searches 
-
Engagement Notices 
-
copies of building plans 
-
monthly data on building applications and completions from the Australian Bureau of Statistics.

7.
Council’s Library Services is delivered via 33 libraries, online, mobile, ‘pop-up’ and home library services and City Archives.

8.
The following Library statistics were provided to the Committee:

-
almost 6.3 million visits to libraries
-
1.4 million collection items with 9.4 million loans and downloads
-
more than 480,000 library members
-
more than 616,000 attendees to library programs
-
more than 900,000 reference inquiries – utilising expert staff
-
1.5 million internet and Wi-Fi sessions
-
Meeting rooms in 20 libraries – more than 64,000 hours of usage per year
-
97% customer satisfaction.

9.
Library priorities include:

-
physical spaces – where residents love to visit
-
collections – physical and digital, libraries and City Archives 

-
learning hubs – growing a love of reading, hands on learning, celebrating diversity
-
excellent service – personalised customer service balanced with self-service 
-
technology hubs – blending core technology with new and emerging technology, 
-
supported by learning opportunities across all ages
-
community hubs – meeting rooms, library gardens
-
online communities – Facebook, Twitter, Instagram
-
library outreach beyond branches – Pop-up Library, festivals and targeted outreach.

10.
Council’s Healthy and Vibrant Communities, Connected Communities, supports organisations and individuals to deliver safe and diverse sport, recreation, social and cultural opportunities at community facilities across the city. The team provides the following services: 

-
manages more than 600 lease, licence and seasonal licence properties used for sport and recreation, community and cultural activities 

-
consists of a team of Sport and Recreation Officers that support community, sport and recreation organisations
-
plans and develops new community facilities as part of the Local Government Infrastructure Plan, Community Facilities Network, and sport and recreation precinct planning.

-
upgrades and refurbishes existing facilities.
11.
Council’s Community Grants, Connected Communities, provide the following services: 

-
administer 15 grant programs
-
develop and improve facilities and services, creativity and the arts, historical, cultural and physical events and activities
-
grants for community groups and not-for-profit organisations
-
the Lord Mayor’s Community Fund.

12.
Council’s Inclusive Communities, Connected Communities, provides information, advice, funding and advocacy for residents, organisations and Council, so they can deliver inclusive services and facilities to residents and visitors of all abilities. Inclusive Communities consists of Safe Communities, Indigenous, Community Development, Access and Inclusion, Active and Healthy and Youth Development teams. 

13.
Council’s Creative Communities, Connected Communities, facilitates arts and culture funding, sector development initiatives and programs that support Brisbane’s creative economy. The Creative Cultural Program consists of 300 events as part of 14 programs, including City Entertainment events. The Creative Sector Development team provide the following:

-
Suburban Community and Multicultural Festivals program
-
Signature City Festivals contracts
-
Cultural organisations funding
-
Brisbane Powerhouse and SunPAC funding agreements
-
Creative Brisbane Creative Economy strategy
-
Lord Mayor’s Creative Brisbane Advisory Board.

14.
Council’s Community Facility and Venues has 26 hireable facilities and four leased facilities. Brisbane City Hall provides a space for Council Administration operations, a function centre, The Museum of Brisbane, two cafes and hireable space for the community. 

15.
Council’s City Venues, manages the following: 

-
two 18-hole golf courses at St Lucia and Victoria Park, and five community golf courses

-
22 swimming pools across Brisbane

-
the Sir Thomas Brisbane Planetarium located in the Brisbane Botanic Gardens. Mt Coot‑tha

-
the Riverstage which can host events for up to 9,000 patrons. 

16.
Council’s Cemeteries and Crematoria consists of 12 cemeteries and three crematoria. Nine cemeteries are historical sites. 

17.
The Chair thanked the presenters for their informative presentation.

18.
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.

ADOPTED

B
PETITION – REQUESTING THAT COUNCIL BUILD A VERT RAMP TO BE USED BY BMX FREESTYLERS, SKATEBOARDERS, AND INLINE SKATERS AT WOOLLOONGABBA


CA18/969159
574/2019-20

19.
A petition from residents, requesting that Council build a vert ramp to be used by BMX freestylers, skateboarders, and inline skaters at Woolloongabba, was presented to the meeting of Council held on 6 November 2018, by Councillor Jonathan Sri, and received.

20.
The Divisional Manager, Lifestyle and Community Services, provided the following information.

21.
The petition contains 825 signatures.

22.
A vert ramp is a form of half-pipe used in extreme sports such as vert skating, vert skateboarding and vert BMX. Vert ramps are so named because they transition from a horizontal plane (known as the flat-bottom) to a vertical section on top.

23.
When planning new skate and BMX facilities, Council considers the whole of Brisbane to ensure all areas have facilities of various scales and types. Skate and BMX facilities range from single elements along existing pathways, through to larger skate/BMX parks, to provide a diverse network of quality facilities for all Brisbane residents and visitors to enjoy.

24.
Since 2016, Council has made significant investments in skate and BMX facilities across the city. Stage one upgrade works on the existing skate facilities at Paddington and Inala Skate Parks were completed in January 2016, and a new competition standard, plaza-style skate facility was constructed at Bracken Ridge, which was officially opened on 14 February 2016. 

25.
In addition to completing stage two of the Paddington Skate Park upgrade and the installation of lighting and pathway upgrades at Inala Skate Park, Council has recently delivered new skate facilities at Wynnum West, Grovely, Balmoral and Ashgrove, as well as upgrades to the Murarrie Skate Park facilities. Skate facilities in close proximity to Woolloongabba include The Common Park in Coorparoo and Raymond Park in Kangaroo Point (off Wellington Road). A new BMX facility, the largest of its kind in Australia, was opened on Telegraph Road, adjacent to the Bracken Ridge Skate Plaza in September 2018, with another major BMX facility developed in Monier Road Park, Darra, which opened in May 2019. 

26.
Brisbane City Plan 2014 states that Council’s aim is to provide skateboarding and BMX facilities in district recreation parks within approximately three to five kilometres of most residences. Skateboarding and BMX facilities are not suitable for local recreation, corridor access or landscape amenity parks as there is generally insufficient space to locate a skate facility in these. Such facilities are required to be adequately separated from adjoining residents to mitigate potential noise and amenity impacts and to allow for supporting park facilities, such as toilets. 

27.
The Lord Mayor’s Suburban Enhancement Fund has been established to enable delivery of ward focused projects relating to pedestrian infrastructure, parks, road reserve and community facility improvements. The objective of the fund is to enhance local facilities, including parks, community facilities and active travel networks. This is one potential funding source for the delivery of such a proposal, should an appropriate site be identified.

28.
It is acknowledged that the development of a new vert ramp is likely warranted within Brisbane, and due consideration will be given to such a facility should a suitable location become available.

Funding
29.
Funding is not currently allocated for the development of a vert ramp in Woolloongabba.
Consultation
30.
Councillor Jonathan Sri, Councillor for The Gabba Ward, has been consulted and does not support the recommendation.

31.
The Divisional Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed, with Councillors Kara Cook and Peter Cumming dissenting. 

32.
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT THE INFORMATION IN THIS SUBMISSION BE NOTED AND THE DRAFT RESPONSE, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE SENT TO THE HEAD PETITIONER.
Attachment A

Draft Response

Petition Reference: CA18/969159
Thank you for your petition requesting that Council build a vert ramp to be used by BMX freestylers, skateboarders, and in-line skaters at Woolloongabba.

When planning new skate and BMX facilities, Council considers the whole of Brisbane to ensure all areas have facilities of various scales and types. Skate and BMX facilities range from single elements along existing pathways, through to larger skate/BMX parks, to provide a diverse network of quality facilities for all Brisbane residents and visitors to enjoy.
Since 2016, Council has made significant investments in skate and BMX facilities across the city. Stage one upgrade works on the existing skate facilities at Paddington and Inala Skate Parks were completed in January 2016, and a new competition standard, plaza-style skate facility was constructed at Bracken Ridge, which was officially opened in February 2016. 

In addition to completing stage two of the Paddington Skate Park upgrade and the installation of lighting and pathway upgrades at Inala Skate Park, Council has recently delivered new skate facilities at Wynnum West, Grovely, Balmoral and Ashgrove as well as upgrades to the Murarrie Skate Park facilities. Skate facilities in close proximity to Woolloongabba include The Common Park at Coorparoo and Raymond Park, Kangaroo Point, East Brisbane (off Wellington Road). A new BMX facility, the largest of its kind in Australia, was also opened on Telegraph Road adjacent to the Bracken Ridge Skate Plaza in September 2018 with another major BMX facility developed in Monier Road Park, Darra, which opened in May 2019. 
Brisbane City Plan 2014 states that Council’s aim is to provide skateboarding and BMX facilities in district recreation parks within approximately three to five kilometres of most residences. Skateboarding and BMX facilities are not suitable for local recreation, corridor access or landscape amenity parks as there is generally insufficient space to locate a skate facility in these. Such facilities are required to be adequately separated from adjoining residents to mitigate potential noise and amenity impacts and to allow for supporting park facilities, such as toilets. 

The Lord Mayor’s Suburban Enhancement Fund has been established to enable delivery of ward‑focused projects relating to pedestrian infrastructure, parks, road reserve and community facility improvements. The objective of the fund is to enhance local facilities, including parks, community facilities and active travel networks. This is one potential funding source for the delivery of such a proposal, should an appropriate site be identified.

It is acknowledged that the development of a new vert ramp is likely warranted within Brisbane, and due consideration will be given to such a facility should a suitable location become available. 

Please let the other petitioners know of this information.

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Mr Paul Songhurst, Public Space Planner, Community Facilities Planning and Design, Healthy and Vibrant Communities, Connected Communities, Lifestyle and Community Services, on (07) 3403 4063.
Thank you for raising this matter.

ADOPTED

C
PETITIONS – REQUESTING COUNCIL FUND THE PLANNING, DESIGN AND RENOVATION OF THE BULIMBA LIBRARY IN THE 2019-20 FINANCIAL YEAR, IN CONSULTATION WITH THE LOCAL COMMUNITY AND COUNCILLOR FOR MORNINGSIDE WARD


CA19/274125 and CA19/287191
575/2019-20

33.
Two petitions from residents, requesting Council fund the planning, design and renovation of the Bulimba Library in the 2019-20 financial year, in consultation with the local community and Councillor for Morningside Ward, was presented to the meeting of Council held on 26 March 2020, by Councillor Jared Cassidy, and received.
34.
The Divisional Manager, Lifestyle and Community Services, provided the following information.

35.
The petitions contain a total of 265 signatures.
36.
Since the Bulimba Library opened in 1964, it has received several minor upgrades, with the most recent being in 2016 when the floor plan was changed to incorporate new self-service and internet facilities, a compact service desk and additional seating. A program of regular maintenance is in place. 

37.
Funding in the 2019-20 budget has been fully committed, with refurbishments of Ashgrove, Sandgate and Stones Corner libraries completed this financial year.

Consultation
38.
Councillor Kara Cook, Councillor for Morningside Ward, has been consulted and does not support the recommendation.


Customer impact
39
There is no change to the services currently provided.

40.
The Divisional Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed, with Councillors Kara Cook and Peter Cumming dissenting. 

41.
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT THE INFORMATION IN THIS SUBMISSION BE NOTED AND THE DRAFT RESPONSE, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE SENT TO THE HEAD PETITIONER.
Attachment A

Draft Response

Petition Reference: CA19/274125 and CA19/287191
Thank you for your petitions requesting Council to fund the planning, design and renovation of the Bulimba Library in the 2019-20 financial year, in consultation with the local community and Councillor for Morningside Ward.

Since the Bulimba Library opened in 1964, it has received several minor upgrades, with the most recent being in 2016 when the floor plan was changed to incorporate new self-service and internet facilities, a compact service desk and additional seating. A program of regular maintenance is in place. 

Funding in the 2019-20 budget has been fully committed, with refurbishments of Ashgrove, Sandgate and Stones Corner libraries completed this financial year.

Please let the other petitioners know of this information.

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Ms Sharan Harvey, Manager, Library Services, Lifestyle and Community Services, on (07) 3403 4255.
Thank you for raising this matter.
ADOPTED

D
PETITION – REQUESTING THAT COUNCIL RELOCATE THE BRAMBLE BAY PONY CLUB


CA19/400804
576/2019-20

42.
A petition from residents, requesting that Council relocate the Bramble Bay Pony Club, was presented to the meeting of Council held on 7 May 2019, by Councillor Amanda Cooper, and received.
43.
The Divisional Manager, Lifestyle and Community Services, provided the following information.

44.
The petition contains 1,888 signatures.

45.
In response to the growing population in the Bracken Ridge and Fitzgibbon areas, Council undertook a sports facility needs analysis and determined that netball was the priority sport needed for this area. Council then conducted extensive planning to find an appropriate location that would deliver a high‑class sport and recreation facility for the local community. It was determined that an extension of the Bill Brown Sports Reserve was the most suitable option. 

46.
Council has recently delivered a number of highly popular facilities, including the Emily Seebohm Aquatic Centre, the Bracken Ridge Skate Plaza and Bracken Ridge BMX facility. The extension of the Bill Brown Sports Reserve will complement these existing facilities and offer four new hard-court netball courts with lighting facilities, as well as a car park and a large open space for the local community. 

47.
Council greatly appreciates the valuable opportunities that the Club has been providing the local community for many years and understands the need to help the Club find a new home. 

48.
Council officers have been communicating with the Club for more than 12 months about plans for the Bill Brown Sports Reserve, the need for the Club’s relocation and proposed alternative locations. Council found two potential sites for the Club to relocate to but unfortunately neither of the sites were suitable. 

49.
In April 2019, Council officers met with Club representatives to advise that construction works in Bill Brown Sports Reserve were scheduled to start and Council would be unable to extend the Club’s lease, however, would work proactively to support the Club in transitioning to an alternate home temporarily. Council officers reiterated that Council would continue to work with the Club to assist in finding alternative sites. 

50.
Council has been in regular contact with Club members since the meeting in April 2019 and supported the Club by engaging with groups that could provide alternative locations to ensure site suitability and satisfaction for Club members. It is understood that all Club members’ horses have now been relocated, with the majority moving to Redcliffe Horse and Pony Club. 

51.
Furthermore, Council committed to investigating sites for the Club to relocate back to the Bracken Ridge Ward in the future and has identified unused Council land on Telegraph Road, to the west of the Bill Brown Sports Reserve, as a suitable location. This site is a former landfill site remediated across two stages in 2011 and 2017. 

52.
Council will continue working with the Club throughout the relocation project.

Consultation
53.
Councillor Sandy Landers, Councillor for Bracken Ridge Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation.


Customer impact
54.
The response will address the petitioners’ concerns.
55.
The Divisional Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed, with Councillors Kara Cook and Peter Cumming dissenting. 

56.
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT THE INFORMATION IN THIS SUBMISSION BE NOTED AND THE DRAFT RESPONSE, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE SENT TO THE HEAD PETITIONER.
Attachment A

Draft Response

Petition Reference: CA19/400804
Thank you for your petition requesting that Council relocate the Bramble Bay Pony Club (the Club).
In response to the growing population in the Bracken Ridge and Fitzgibbon areas, Council undertook a sports facility needs analysis and determined that netball was the priority sport needed for this area. Council then conducted extensive planning to find an appropriate location that would deliver a high_class sport and recreation facility for the local community. It was determined that an extension of the Bill Brown Sports Reserve was the most suitable option. 

Council has recently delivered a number of highly popular facilities, including the Emily Seebohm Aquatic Centre, the Bracken Ridge Skate Plaza and Bracken Ridge BMX facility. The extension of the Bill Brown Sports Reserve will complement these existing facilities and offer four new hard-court netball courts with lighting facilities, as well as a car park and a large open space for the local community. 

Council greatly appreciates the valuable opportunities that the Club has been providing the local community for many years and understands the need to help the Club find a new home. 

Council officers have been communicating with the Club for more than 12 months about plans for the Bill Brown Sports Reserve, the need for the Club’s relocation and proposed alternative locations. Council found two potential sites for the Club to relocate to but unfortunately neither of the sites were suitable. 

In April 2019, Council officers met with Club representatives to advise that construction works in Bill Brown Sports Reserve were scheduled to start and Council would be unable to extend the Club’s lease, however, would work proactively to support the Club in transitioning to an alternate home temporarily. Council officers reiterated that Council would continue to work with the Club to assist in finding alternative sites. 

Council has been in regular contact with Club members since the meeting in April and supported the Club by engaging with groups that could provide alternative locations to ensure site suitability and satisfaction for Club members. It is understood that all Club members’ horses have now been relocated, with the majority moving to Redcliffe Horse and Pony Club. 

Furthermore, Council committed to investigating sites for the Club to relocate back to the Bracken Ridge Ward in the future and has identified unused Council land on Telegraph Road, to the west of the Bill Brown Sports Reserve, as a suitable location. This site is a former landfill site remediated across two stages in 2011 and 2017. 

Council will continue working with the Club throughout the relocation project.
Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Mr Michael Mulherin, Sport and Recreation Officer, Community Facilities Operations Team, Healthy and Vibrant Communities, Connected Communities, Lifestyle and Community Services, on (07) 3407 0000. 

Thank you for raising this matter.

ADOPTED

FINANCE, ADMINISTRATION AND SMALL BUSINESS COMMITTEE

Councillor Adam ALLAN, Chair of the Finance, Administration and Small Business Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Steven HUANG, that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 5 May 2020, be adopted.

Chair:
Is there any debate?

Councillor ALLAN?
Councillor ALLAN:
Thank you, Mr Chair. Before moving to the Committee report, I did want to touch upon several points that might have been missed during the Question Time item on the Economic Recovery Taskforce and specifically, the points I wanted to make are, one, that the taskforce has an external consultative group that is made up of permanent and casual contributors who helped to inform the taskforce. 

The Economic Recovery Taskforce is focussed on providing targeted support to businesses in Brisbane and obviously a number of these initiatives will be considered in budget development and there are a range of things that Council can do such as obviously minimising red tape and things that might hinder economic recovery.

We would encourage everybody to get up and support their local businesses as restrictions are lifted and, as mentioned, in that response in Question Time, there is a survey that is now available called the Business in Brisbane Economic Recovery Survey. It’s going to be distributed to 15,000 businesses and it is available on the Council website. We would encourage all Councillors to support that survey.

Now, moving to the Committee presentation, we had a presentation on net borrowings, investments and funding. While that’s a fairly dry topic, it has a very important section where the Corporate Treasurer reports on global domestic and local economic conditions and, not surprisingly that report focussed quite heavily on the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Clearly, the message, both globally, domestically and locally is pretty grim and I think that certainly the outlook in the near term is going to be quite challenging. The report highlighted some of the potential outcomes for employment domestically and also highlighted some of the economic measures that are being undertaken by the Federal Government and State Government to stimulate activity as we work our way through the lifting of restrictions and out through the other side.

I won’t dwell on that report any longer and I will leave further debate to the meeting. 

Chair:
Further speakers? 
Councillor STRUNK. 
Councillor STRUNK? Please push F5. F8, excuse me, Councillor; F8.

Councillor STRUNK:
Is that better?

Chair:
That’s it.

Councillor STRUNK:
There we go.

Chair:
Thank you. Please continue.

Councillor STRUNK:
Thanks for the assist. Okay, so I think I’m just going to push that away. Okay, so I don’t want to speak on the presentation but I want to speak on some of the payments that were made and I just wanted to initially thank the Chair for sending me through the results of the 93 questions that we posed. Which incorporated looking through about 3,000 pages of information. I just want to also acknowledge my very dedicated team here in the ward office who helped me look through some of this—or helped me prepare it anyways. I just want to acknowledge that as well.


Now, there was just—just a few items that I would like to ask the Chair to look into or maybe he can respond in his reply but there was an extraordinary amount of money that was expended on ferry terminals and the upgrades thereof. It was legal advice about upgrades of ferry terminals. 


I know we’re undertaking a few upgrades of a few ferry terminals, but I just find it extraordinary that a mass of $21,000 up to $45,000—

Chair:
Sorry, Councillor STRUNK, I’m going to have to just stop you just really quickly.

Councillor STRUNK:
Yes?

Chair:
I know that the information provided that you’re referring to was provided to you in the Committee, however, it’s not strictly referred to in the report. Now, because it’s not referred to in the report, the rules limit me about what I can allow as relevant debate. 
However, in this instance, because that information was provided to you as part of your—part of the Committee, I will allow it at this time. I just wanted to make that very brief statement there. 
Councillor STRUNK, continue.

Councillor STRUNK:
Thank you, Chair. So anyway, so it was an extraordinary amount of money expended on legal advice or assistance for upgrades of ferry terminal anywhere from $21,000 up to $45,000, which totalled out seven payments of $229,000. So, I just thought that was an extraordinary amount of money to be expended and I thought I would ask that question of the Chair.


There also is another matter that a barrister gave a—or handed in an account for and that was for legal services and it was in regard—it was on page 18 on the—page 18 of the reply that the Chair gave us under legal services for Chris Tam and it just said for ongoing District Court matter. It was limited to that expression and I wanted to know what that ongoing court matter is and how long it has been ongoing for. I don’t know if we could possibly ask him how long it’s going to take because this is a legal matter.


Anyways, those were the two items I wanted to ask in regard to the payment. Thank you, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Further speakers? I see no hands moving. 
Councillor ALLAN.

Councillor ALLAN:
Thank you, Mr Chair. To Councillor STRUNK’s questions. Very happy to take those on notice and if he could just provide us with the question numbers via an email and the specifics of the information he’s seeking, very happy to have a look at that for him.

Chair:
I will now put the resolution. 

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of the Finance, Administration and Small Business Committee was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows(
ATTENDANCE:
Councillor Adam Allan (Chair), Councillor Steven Huang (Deputy Chair) and Councillors Lisa Atwood, Angela Owen, Jonathan Sri and Charles Strunk.
A
COMMITTEE PRESENTATION AND REPORT – NET BORROWINGS – CASH INVESTMENTS AND FUNDING FOR THE MARCH 2020 QUARTER
577/2019-20

1.
The Corporate Treasurer, Financial Analysis and Treasury Management, Corporate Finance, Organisational Services, attended the meeting to present a report to the Committee on Council’s net borrowings for the March 2020 quarter. The report details the corporate cash holdings invested and the status of Council’s funding activities.
2.
The report provided a market and economic review, and a summary of the following issues in relation to Council’s investments:
-
cash position

-
review of cash activity

-
earnings on investments

-
funding capability

-
borrowings

-
facility performance

-
leases.
3.
Following a number of questions from the Committee, the Chair thanked the Corporate Treasurer for her informative presentation.
4.
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.
ADOPTED

PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS:

Chair:
Councillors, are there any petitions? 
Councillor MARX.
Councillor MARX:
Yes, thank you, Chair. I have a petition here. It’s an e-petition from someone in Willawong to do with compost bins for Brisbane.

Chair:
Councillor ATWOOD.

Councillor ATWOOD:
Thank you, Chair. I’d like to present a petition to Council to install calming devices in Lunga Street, Carina.

Chair:
Councillor ADERMANN.
Councillor ADERMANN:
Mr Chair, I have a petition regarding footpath and speed limits from residents on Bielby Road, Kenmore Hills.

Chair:
Anyone else? 
I myself have a petition regarding pedestrian safety on Pickering Street, Enoggera and Gaythorne—at the Enoggera and Gaythorne border. 
May I please have a motion to accept the petitions?

578/2019-20
It was resolved on the motion of Councillor Sandy LANDERS, seconded by Councillor Steve GRIFFITHS, that the petitions as presented be received and referred to the Committee concerned for consideration and report.

The petitions were summarised as follows:

	File No.
	Councillor
	Topic

	CA20/487357
	Kim Marx
	Requesting Council supply Brisbane homes with compost bins, and provide a weekly collection service for ease and convenience for residents to encourage a change for the environment. 

	CA20/457728
	Lisa Atwood
	Requesting Council implement local area traffic management (LATM) by installing traffic calming devices along Lunga Street, Carina, including intersections at Darcy Road, Eleanor Street, and Hendren Street to promote moderate vehicle speeds and provide a safer environment for all residents and the local community. 

	CA20/499757
	Greg Adermann
	Requesting Council install a footpath on Bielby Road, Kenmore Hills, between 182 Bielby Road (corner of Advanx Street) and Elwood Street, and request a lower speed limit of 50 km through the same area as the road is narrow, shared with walkers and cyclists and is unsafe under the current vehicle speed of 60 km. 

	CA20/459016
	Andrew Wines
	Requesting Council install a signalised crossing at Pickering Street, Gaythorne, at the intersection of Hurdcotte Street and Station Avenue where the current refuge is located. 


GENERAL BUSINESS:

Chair:
Councillors, General Business. 
Councillors are there any statements required as a result of a Councillor Conduct Review Panel order? 
Are there any matters of General Business? 
Councillor HUTTON. 
Councillors, I will remind you that Councillor Hutton is presenting her first, or maiden, speech. 
Congratulations Councillor HUTTON.

Councillor HUTTON:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I am proud and honoured to address the Chamber today as the Councillor for the ward of Jamboree. Whose people I thank for the enormous trust they have placed in me and our LORD MAYOR, Adrian SCHRINNER.


Every Councillor comes to the Chamber to represent their own community, each with its own characteristics and unique quirks that together combine to create the rich tapestry of our city. One that I am very proud to serve.


I have always been interested in Council, for its ability to make a tangible difference in people’s lives. It is often the small things, the well-maintained streets, the libraries and parks that make a big difference and enrich our communities on a daily basis.


I am passionate about ensuring that we continue to deliver the best facilities, parks and infrastructure to assist young and old alike to live their best lives in our ward and across Brisbane. However, I am passionate about ensuring that we continue to explore opportunities that enhance and advance our city on a bigger scale. Historical events like Expo 88 and our future Olympic bid have in the past and will continue to drive innovation and investment in our city.


I love this city, and I am passionate to ensure that its future is vibrant and bright. I have called the Jamboree Ward home for my entire life. It was where I was raised, where I went to school, where I got my first job, and it’s now where Matt and I choose to raise our own family.


It is both a pleasure and a privilege to serve as the Councillor for this wonderful part of this great city. The Jamboree Ward is located in Brisbane’s west. Some of its best features include Rocks Riverside Park, the bush trail walk at Westlake, the Jindalee boat ramp and a world class BMX track at Darra.


Speaking of Darra, I may be biased but Darra is what I would call a raw diamond in our city’s crown. It has all the excellent qualities of a diamond that are unique, raw beauty that appeals to those who are looking for something different. Darra today is a reflection of a city—of a history steeped in hard work and acceptance of newcomers. 


Over many years, immigrants from Poland, Italy and Vietnam settled in Darra. The fact everyone was an outsider created a sense of unity and thus, Darra’s identity was born.


Matt and I have lived in Darra for the last—for the past 11 years. It is a unique community with a heart of gold. The long narrow blocks with low chainwire fences mean that neighbours stop and chat and swap their home grown produce when it’s in season. This friendliness, connection and acceptance, in my eyes, makes it one of the best places to live in our city.


The Brisbane River, the big brown snake, manages to wrap itself around most of the Jamboree suburbs. As a child, this river created some amazing memories fishing, rafting and general mischief. In 1974 and 2011, this brown snake flooded many suburbs in our ward, destroying homes and changing lives. A time in our history that residents will never forget but, despite these tragedies, we found exceptional unity and emotional strength forming the glue that continues to hold our community together.


As, again, our community faces a new challenge with the global pandemic, I hope we continue to see widespread altruism looking beyond ourselves to help others. 


In my own career, I have been fortunate to see the incredible generosity of everyday Australians. Over the past decade, I have helped to raise millions of dollars for medical research with Cancer Council Queensland and most recently with Wesley Medical Research. I am deeply passionate about medical research, as I have seen firsthand its ability to transform lives. One of the most rewarding aspects of the role was connecting philanthropists with dedicated doctors and patients to resolve some of the toughest medical challenges.


When you connect the right people with the right experiences and the right expertise, miracles can happen. I hope to be able to assist, in a similar way, the Jamboree Ward by connecting people to solve problems and make a difference.


Someone who has made a difference in my life is my grandmother, Mary Fluke, who on Saturday, will be celebrating her 105th birthday. Although I don’t have enough time to delve into the depths of her life, her determination, quick wit and positive mental attitude has been an inspiration to me. 

My parents, Sue and Chris Fluke, both Sydneysiders, moved to Brisbane in 1972 seeking career opportunities afforded by a State Coalition Government. My parent—my father, with a commerce background, worked in sales across a range of businesses and eventually, with further education, established his own financial planning business. After losing his own father at a young age, dad understood the value of good advice and was kind in sharing this, not just with those who could afford it but with those who needed it.

My parents throughout life taught us a lot about compassion and understanding the value of being a team player, not just in our family, but in the community. I have deep admiration for my mother, Sue, who for the past 45 years has been the backbone of our family. I remember at age four, mum returning to work part‑time at BI-LO, Middle Park, to ensure we could afford a Catholic education. Thank you both for the sacrifices you have made to give Emma, Steven, Lucy and I, every opportunity to succeed at life. 

I am grateful for my Catholic faith. This moral compass will continue to ground me and motivate me as I serve this community. I am a firm believer that empathy is not a unique value of the left in politics, nor integrity only that of the right. I am passionate about ensuring that I serve my community with both my head and my heart.

I am proud to be part of the Liberal National Party and the values which it upholds. It is only with this party’s support that I am able to stand here today. I want to acknowledge those who have made this opportunity possible. Over 120 individuals, party members, family and friends were responsible for this achievement. It was both humbling and overwhelming to receive support from so many. 

As dangerous as it is, I’d like to particularly thank, Malcolm and Kirsty Cole, Senator Paul and Louise Scarr, Drs John and Janet Allen, Terry Brennan and Terri‑Ann Eden-Jones, Emily Noah, Martin Gillies, Ben Cozey, Jock Power, Tim Wright, Claire Gunton, Josh Christian, Judy Thompson—Thomas and many more.

Thank you to all the people, many of whom are online tonight, who rightly share in this victory. Thank you.
Councillor interjecting.

Councillor HUTTON:
I want to acknowledge my predecessor, Matthew Bourke. You are a very hard act to follow. Thank you for your trust, friendship and ongoing support. We are grateful for the dedication and commitment to the Jamboree Ward for the past 12 years. I will be working very hard to fill those shoes that you have left behind.


To my boys, Angus, Ted and Jack. You are by far my biggest achievement. Thank you for keeping me grounded and continuing to remind me about what’s important in life. My challenge in this place is to ensure that I work hard, so you will inherit an even more incredible city in the future.


I am so grateful for the unyielding support of my best friend of the last 14 years. The rock of my family, the love of my life, Matt Hutton. You have been nothing short of exceptional. You are my co-traveller on this journey and it’s only because of you that I stand here today.


To the very deserving people of Jamboree, it is my mission to work tirelessly for you. To collaborate and spread opportunity to every corner of our ward. It is with honour, now I’m able to serve a community that has given me so much and I’m proud to be your voice in City Hall and to further enhance the rich tapestry of our city. Thank you.

Chair:
Congratulations. 

Councillor HUTTON:
Thank you.

Chair:
Congratulations, Councillor HUTTON and welcome. 
Are there any further matters of general business? I see no hands. 
I declare the meeting closed.

QUESTIONS OF WHICH DUE NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN:

(Questions of which due notice has been given are printed as supplied and are not edited)

Submitted by Councillor Nicole Johnston on 30 April 2020
Q1.
How many ‘wombat’ crossings (raised zebra crossings) are there in Brisbane?

Q2.
Please provide a list of ‘wombat’ crossings by street and suburb name and year of installation?

Q3.
How many ‘wombat’ crossings have been requested in the past three years?

Q4.
Please provide a list of requested ‘wombat crossings by street and suburb name and the year of request?

Q5.
Has Jamboree Ward or Pullenvale Ward been provided with any additional ward office funding beyond that allocated to all ward offices in the 2019-2020 Budget?

Q6.
How many new computers were purchased for use by Councillors or Council officers for the purpose of conducting online Council and Committee meetings?

Q7.
What was the cost of the new computers purchased for use by Councillors or Council officers for the purpose of conducting online Council and Committee meetings?

Q8.
What was the cost of any additional software, IT platforms or related on-costs for the purpose of conducting online Council and Committee meetings? 

Q9.
During the post-election Council meeting, seven participants were shown as attending the meeting but were not displayed on screen. Normally there would be two clerks and one IT person present in the Council Chamber for the livestreaming of an ordinary Council meeting.  Please provide a list of the functions and/or roles (not names) of the seven participants who attended the Council Zoom swearing-in meeting on Wednesday 22 April but were not displayed onscreen?  

Q10.
As at 31 March what was the balance of the Lord Mayor’s Community Fund (for the Lord Mayor’s direct allocation)? 

Submitted by Councillor Steve Griffiths on 7 May 2020
Q1.
Please detail total lease fees paid by Council on premises/facilities at the North Brisbane Business Centre in the 2018-19 financial year.
Q2.
Please detail total lease fees paid by Council on premises/facilities at South Brisbane Business Centre in the 2018-19 financial year.

Q3.
Please detail total lease fees paid by Council on premise/facilities at Trade Coast Central in the 2018‑19 financial year.

Q4.
Please detail total lease fees paid by Council on premises/facilities at Rivergate Marina in the 2018-19 financial year.

Q5.
Please detail total lease fees paid by Council on premises/facilities at 145 Florence St Wynnum in the 2018-19 financial year.

Q6.
Please detail total lease fees paid by Council on premises/facilities at 16 Industrial Ave Wacol in the 2018-19 financial year.

Q7.
Please detail total lease fees paid by Council on premises/facilities at 157 Ann St Brisbane in the 2018‑19 financial year.

Q8.
Please detail total lease fees paid by Council on premises/facilities at 112 Cullen St in the 2018-19 financial year.

Q9.
Please list cases appealed by Council to the Supreme Court from the Planning and Environment Court in the 2019-20 financial year.

Q10.
Please list cases appealed by Council to the Supreme Court from the Planning and Environment Court in the 2018-19 financial year.

Q11.
Please list cases appealed by Council to the Supreme Court from the Planning and Environment Court in the 2017-18 financial year.

Q12.
Please list cases appealed by Council to the Supreme Court from the Planning and Environment Court in the 2016-17 financial year.

Q13.
Please list cases appealed by Council to the Supreme Court from the Planning and Environment Court in the 2015-16 financial year.

Q14.
Has there been any reported cases of Council employees that have contracted the Coronavirus (COVID-19) virus?

Q15.
Can you list all the cases, of any type, that Brisbane City Council appealed to the Appeals Court in the current financial noting:

(i)
whether they were successful or unsuccessful

(ii)
cost to Council
Q16.
Can you list all the cases, of any type, that Brisbane City Council appealed to the Appeals Court in the 2018/19 financial year noting:

(i)
whether they were successful or unsuccessful

(ii)
cost to Council
Q17.
Can you list all the cases, of any type, that Brisbane City Council appealed to the Appeals Court in the 2017/18 financial year noting:

(i)
whether they were successful or unsuccessful

(ii)
cost to Council
Q18.
Can you list all the cases, of any type, that Brisbane City Council appealed to the Appeals Court in the 2016/17 financial year noting:

(i)
whether they were successful or unsuccessful

(ii)
cost to Council

Q19.
How many complaints have been made over the last 12 months by residents for non-collection of:

(i) general waste bins

(ii) recycle bins

(iii) green waste bins

Q20.
How many complaints have been lodged by residents, by region or ward, in regards to grass cutting over the last 12 months?
Q21.
Please list by Ward the cost of grass cutting and streetscape maintenance over the current financial year.
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