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PRESENT:

The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR (Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER) – LNP

The Chair of Council, Councillor Andrew WINES (Enoggera Ward) – LNP

	LNP Councillors (and Wards) 
	ALP Councillors (and Wards)

	Krista ADAMS (Holland Park) (Deputy Mayor)

Greg ADERMANN (Pullenvale)
Adam ALLAN (Northgate)
Lisa ATWOOD (Doboy)
Amanda COOPER (Bracken Ridge)
Fiona CUNNINGHAM (Coorparoo)
Tracy DAVIS (McDowall)
Fiona HAMMOND (Marchant) 

Vicki HOWARD (Central) 
Steven HUANG (MacGregor)
Sarah HUTTON (Jamboree)

James MACKAY (Walter Taylor) 
Kim MARX (Runcorn)
Peter MATIC (Paddington)
David McLACHLAN (Hamilton)

Ryan MURPHY (Chandler)
Angela OWEN (Calamvale)

Steven TOOMEY (The Gap) (Deputy Chair of Council)
	Jared CASSIDY (Deagon) (The Leader of the Opposition)
Kara COOK (Morningside) (Deputy Leader of the Opposition)
Peter CUMMING (Wynnum Manly)

Steve GRIFFITHS (Moorooka)

Charles STRUNK (Forest Lake)


	
	Queensland Greens Councillor (and Ward)

Jonathan SRI (The Gabba)

	
	Independent Councillor (and Ward)

Nicole JOHNSTON (Tennyson)


OPENING OF MEETING:

The Chair, Councillor Andrew WINES, opened the meeting with prayer and acknowledged the traditional custodians, and then proceeded with the business set out in the Agenda.
Chair:
I declare the meeting open, and I remind all Councillors of your obligations to declare material personal interests and conflicts of interest where relevant, and the requirement of such to remove yourself from the meeting for debate and voting where applicable. 

Councillors, are there any apologies? 

I see no apologies. 

LORD MAYOR. 

LORD MAYOR, would you—welcome.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair. Before proceeding with my budget presentation, I would like to point out that a copy of each budget document for the 2020‑21 financial year has been uploaded to AsdeqDocs and hard copies will also be delivered to each Councillor.
Councillor interjecting.

SUBMISSION OF BUDGET ESTIMATES FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR ENDING 30 JUNE 2021:

FIRST DAY – Wednesday 17 June 2020
RESOLUTION NO. 760/2019-20
RECOMMENDATIONS:

PRESENTATION AND SUBMISSION BY

THE RIGHT HONOURABLE, THE LORD MAYOR

FOR THE APPROVAL OF AND ADOPTION BY THE COUNCIL
RESOLUTION OF RATES AND CHARGES 2020-21:

Pursuant to the provisions of the City of Brisbane Act 2010 (the Act), the City of Brisbane Regulation 2012 (the Regulation), the Meetings Local Law 2001 and Council’s local laws, I present and submit to Council recommendations about the rates, charges and fees to be fixed for the financial year ending 30 June 2021, for adoption by Council.

1. Definitions

Throughout this resolution, a term appearing in bold italic text unless otherwise stated, is defined in section 14 – Dictionary.

2. Land Use Codes

Until otherwise decided or amended, the Land Use Codes 2020-21 as set out in section 15.3 of this resolution constitute the land use codes for rating and charging purposes.

3. Averaging of Land Values

Pursuant to section 67(4) of the Regulation, Council determines that, for the purpose of deciding the rateable value of land for the financial year, making and levying rates and charges for the financial year on rateable land:

a) Council will use the 3-year averaged value under section 67(4)(b) of the Regulation and
b) the 3-year average value will be calculated in accordance with section 69 of the Regulation and

c) for the purposes of section 69(2) of the Regulation the ‘three-year averaging number’ for the financial year is 0.97.
Note: For properties with land use code 72, the rateable value will be discounted by 40% in accordance with section 50(2) of the Land Valuation Act 2010.

4. Differential General Rates

a) Section 73(1) of the Regulation provides that Council may levy general rates that differ for different categories of rateable land in Brisbane (differential general rates).
b) For the purpose of making and levying differential general rates for the financial year on all rateable land in the city, Council determines that:
(i) (subject to section 4(c) of this resolution) there will be 77 different categories for rateable land in Brisbane 
(ii) the rating categories of rateable land and a description of each of the rating categories is set out in the Differential General Rating Table, below 
(iii) the criteria used to determine which rating category applies to rateable land is specified in the General Criteria and Specific Criteria columns of the Differential General Rating Table.
Differential General Rating Table

	Category
	General Criteria
	Specific Criteria

	1. Residential – Owner Occupied

	
	This criterion will only apply where:

a) the current use, or having regard to any improvements or activities conducted upon the land, the potential use of the subject land is solely principal residential purposes.

Where the land contains a dwelling house and otherwise meets the general criteria above, then this category will apply:

i) regardless of the City Plan 2014 zone within which that land is situated and

ii) only where the land represents the principal place of residence of at least one person who constitutes the owner(s) of the land; or

b) the sole purpose for which the subject land is presently utilised is vacant land and is:

i) wholly contained within a zone or combination of zones defined under Part 6 of City Plan 2014 as:

· Conservation zone

· Environmental management zone

· Rural zone

· where coexisting with another zone or code contained within this general criteria, Open space zone

· Emerging community zone

· Low density residential zone

· Character residential zone

· Low-medium density residential zone

· Medium density residential zone 

· High density residential zone or 

ii) Mixed use zone where the predominant use for which land may be utilised is a residential purpose or

iii) Land contained within the Moreton Island settlements neighbourhood plan defined under Part 7 City Plan 2014 and as shown on the Moreton Island settlements neighbourhood plan map in schedule 2 of City Plan 2014, other than that contained within the resort area of the Tangalooma precinct or

iv) Land that has been purchased by an individual for solely principal residential purposes following the re-configuration of allotments, will be deemed to meet the criteria of this category regardless of any current zone under City Plan 2014 and will continue until such time as the land is reclassified as residential; or

c) the property meets this resolution’s definition of owner occupied multi‑residential (single family)
	In addition to meeting the general criteria –

1. Land:

a) to which the following land use codes apply –

01

vacant urban land or

06

uninhabitable minor building/structure/improvement; or 

2. Land to which the following land use code applies –

02

single unit dwelling (dwelling house) used for principal residential purposes; or

3. Land to which the following land use code applies – 

03

multiple dwelling

provided that the property complies with this resolution’s definition of owner occupied multi-residential (single family).

The following land is specifically included in this category:

a) vacant land which meets the general criteria for this category or

b) premises that would otherwise be the owner’s principal place of residence but where the owner is incapable of occupancy due to ill or frail health and is domiciled in a care facility, provided such premises remain unoccupied by any other person/s or

c) premises subject to a special disability trust, occupied by a deemed vulnerable owner-occupier.



	2a. Commercial/Non-Residential – Group A

	
	This criterion will apply where the land:

a) Is used for non-residential purposes or has the potential predominant use by virtue of its improvements or activities conducted upon the land of non-residential purposes and

b) Is located outside of the boundaries of the CBD and CBD Frame and

c) Is characterised by one of the land use codes in the adjacent specific criteria attributable to this category and

d) Does not comply with the specific criteria of categories:

· 2b, 2c, 2d, 2e, 2f, 2g, 2h, 2i, 2j, 2k or 2m below.

Vacant land outside of the CBD and CBD Frame falls within this category where that land does not meet both the general and specific criteria of category 1 of this table.


	In addition to meeting the general criteria –

1.

Land to which the following land use codes apply –

01

vacant urban land, or

06

uninhabitable minor

building/structure/ improvement, or

72

vacant land – valuation discounted subdivided land, or

94

vacant rural land and

a) is not residential purposes land or

b) meets the general criteria of this category; or



	
	
	2.

Land to which the following land use codes apply – 

05

educational – tertiary, or

10

combined multiple dwelling and shop/s, or

11

shop – single, or

12

shops – multiple, or

15

shop(s) – secondary retail, or

17

restaurant/fast food outlet (non drive‑through), or

18

special tourist attraction, or

19

walkway/ramp, or

20

Marina, or

21

residential care institution, or

24

sales area, or

25

office(s), or

26

funeral parlour, or

27

private hospital, or

28

warehouse and bulk stores, or

32

Wharves, or

33

builder’s yard/contractor’s yard, or

34

cold store – ice works, or

35

general industry, or

36

light industry, or

38

advertising hoarding, or

39

harbour industry, or

41

child care centre, or

42

hotel/tavern, or

43

Motel, or

44

nurseries/garden centres, or

45

theatres and cinemas, or

46

drive-in theatre, or

47

licensed clubs, or

48

sports clubs/facilities, or

50

other club (non-business), or

51

Religious, or

52

Cemetery, or

54

art gallery, museum, zoo (primary code only), or
55

Library, or

56

showgrounds/racecourses/airfields, or

57

parks and gardens/bushland reserves, or

58

educational – school, or

59

access restriction strips, or

63

boarding kennels/cattery, or

91

utility installation, or

92

defence force establishments, or

96

public hospital, or

97

welfare home/premises; or

99

community protection centre



	2b. Commercial/Non-Residential – Group B

	
	This criterion will apply where the land meets:

a) the general criteria of differential rating category 2a above and

b) the specific criteria of differential rating category 2a and

c) is characterised by the specific criteria opposite.
	In addition to meeting the general criteria, a property will be included in this differential rating category where – As at the date of this resolution it was recorded in Council systems by reference to its common name, its property location or its real property description as shown in the table at section 15.10. 

	2c. Commercial/Non-Residential – Group C

	
	This criterion will apply where the land meets:

a) the general criteria of differential rating category 2a above and

b) the specific criteria of differential rating category 2a and

c) is characterised by the specific criteria opposite.
	In addition to meeting the general criteria, a property will be included in this differential rating category where – As at the date of this resolution it was recorded in Council systems by reference to its common name, its property location or its real property description as shown in the table at section 15.10. 

	2d. Commercial/Non-Residential – Group D

	
	This criterion will apply where the land meets:

a) the general criteria of differential rating category 2a above and

b) the specific criteria of differential rating category 2a and

c) is characterised by the specific criteria opposite.
	In addition to meeting the general criteria, a property will be included in this differential rating category where – As at the date of this resolution it was recorded in Council systems by reference to its common name, its property location or its real property description as shown in the table at section 15.10. 

	2e. Commercial/Non-Residential – Group E

	
	This criterion will apply where the land meets:

a) the general criteria of differential rating category 2a above and

b) the specific criteria of differential rating category 2a and

c) is characterised by the specific criteria opposite.
	In addition to meeting the general criteria, a property will be included in this differential rating category where – As at the date of this resolution it was recorded in Council systems by reference to its common name, its property location or its real property description as shown in the table at section 15.10. 

	2f. Commercial/Non-Residential – Group F

	
	This criterion will apply where the land meets:

a) the general criteria of differential rating category 2a above and

b) the specific criteria of differential rating category 2a and

c) is characterised by the specific criteria opposite.
	In addition to meeting the general criteria, a property will be included in this differential rating category where – As at the date of this resolution it was recorded in Council systems by reference to its common name, its property location or its real property description as shown in the table at section 15.10. 

	2g. Commercial/Non-Residential – Group G

	
	This criterion will apply where the land meets:

a) the general criteria of differential rating category 2a above and

b) the specific criteria of differential rating category 2a and

c) is characterised by the specific criteria opposite.
	In addition to meeting the general criteria, a property will be included in this differential rating category where – As at the date of this resolution it was recorded in Council systems by reference to its common name, its property location or its real property description as shown in the table at section 15.10. 

	2h. Commercial/Non-Residential – Group H

	
	This criterion will apply where the land meets:

a) the general criteria of differential rating category 2a above and

b) the specific criteria of differential rating category 2a and

c) is characterised by the specific criteria opposite.
	In addition to meeting the general criteria, a property will be included in this differential rating category where – As at the date of this resolution it was recorded in Council systems by reference to its common name, its property location or its real property description as shown in the table at section 15.10. 

	2i. Commercial/Non-Residential – Group I

	
	This criterion will apply where the land meets:

a) the general criteria of differential rating category 2a above and

b) the specific criteria of differential rating category 2a and

c) is characterised by the specific criteria opposite.
	In addition to meeting the general criteria, a property will be included in this differential rating category where – As at the date of this resolution it was recorded in Council systems by reference to its common name, its property location or its real property description as shown in the table at section 15.10. 

	2j. Commercial/Non-Residential – Group J

	
	This criterion will apply where the land meets:

a) the general criteria of differential rating category 2a above and

b) the specific criteria of differential rating category 2a and

c) is characterised by the specific criteria opposite.
	In addition to meeting the general criteria, a property will be included in this differential rating category where – As at the date of this resolution it was recorded in Council systems by reference to its common name, its property location or its real property description as shown in the table at section 15.10. 

	2k. Commercial/Non-Residential – Group K

	
	This criterion will apply where the land meets:

a) the general criteria of differential rating category 2a above and

b) the specific criteria of differential rating category 2a and

c) is characterised by the specific criteria opposite.
	In addition to meeting the general criteria, a property will be included in this differential rating category where – As at the date of this resolution it was recorded in Council systems by reference to its common name, its property location or its real property description as shown in the table at section 15.10. 

	2l. Commercial/Non-Residential – Group L

	
	This criterion will apply where the land is:

a) used for non-residential purposes or has the potential predominant use by virtue of its improvements or activities conducted upon the land of non‑residential purposes and

b) located outside of the boundaries of the CBD and CBD Frame and

c) characterised by one of the land use codes in the adjacent specific criteria attributable to this category and

d) does not comply with the specific criteria of differential rating categories 2b to 2k, or differential rating category 2m.
	In addition to meeting the general criteria –

Land to which the follow land use codes apply – 

22

carpark

29

transport terminal

30

fuel station

31

fuel depots

37

noxious/offensive/extractive industry

73

restaurant/fast food outlet (drive-through)



	2m. Commercial/Non-Residential – Group M

	
	This criterion will apply where the land meets:

a) the general criteria of differential rating category 2a above and

b) the specific criteria of differential rating category 2a and

c) is characterised by the specific criteria opposite.
	In addition to meeting the general criteria, a property will be included in this differential rating category where – As at the date of this resolution it was recorded in Council systems by reference to its common name, its property location or its real property description as shown in the table at section 15.10. 

	3. Rural

	
	This criterion will apply where the land is:

a) used for non-residential purposes or has the potential predominant use by virtue of its improvements or activities conducted upon the land of non‑residential purposes and

b) characterised by one of the land use codes in the adjacent specific criteria attributable to this category.


	In addition to meeting the general criteria –

Land to which the follow land use codes apply – 

62

wholesale production nursery

64

agriculture – livestock production

65

agriculture – crop production

74

turf farms

86

racing stables



	4. Multi-Residential

	
	This criterion will apply where the land is:

a) used for non-residential purposes or has the potential predominant use by virtue of its improvements or activities conducted upon the land of non‑residential purposes and

b) characterised by one of the land use codes in the adjacent specific criteria attributable to this category.


	In addition to meeting the general criteria –

Land to which the follow land use codes apply – 

03

multiple dwelling

07

guest house/private hotel/hostel

49

caravan park

53

re-locatable home park

60

retirement facilities

and land used as a multiple dwelling.

This criteria includes ‘Bed & Breakfast’ or ‘Home-stay’ style accommodation which does not comply with the Performance outcomes and Acceptable outcomes of the ‘Home based business code’ under Part 9 of City Plan 2014.

	5a. Central Business District – Group A

	
	This criterion will apply where:

1. the land meets:

a) the general criteria of differential rating category 2a or 2l above, with the exception of section (b) of those categories, and

b) the specific criteria of differential rating category 2a or 2l and is characterised by the specific criteria opposite; or

2. land to which land use code 14 applies.

Vacant land within the CBD falls within this category where that land does not meet both the general and specific criteria of category 1of this table.
	In addition to meeting the general criteria, a property will be included in this differential rating category where – As at the date of this resolution it was located within the boundary line shown on the CBD differential rating boundary map at section 15.4.

	5b. Central Business District – Group B

	
	This criterion will apply where the land meets:

a) the general criteria of differential rating category 5a above and

b) the specific criteria of differential rating category 5a and

c) is characterised by the specific criteria opposite.
	In addition to meeting the general criteria, a property will be included in this differential rating category where – As at the date of this resolution it was recorded in Council systems by reference to its common name, its property location or its real property description as shown in the table at section 15.7. 

	5c. Central Business District – Group C

	
	This criterion will apply where the land meets:

a) the general criteria of differential rating category 5a above and

b) the specific criteria of differential rating category 5a and

c) is characterised by the specific criteria opposite.
	In addition to meeting the general criteria, a property will be included in this differential rating category where – As at the date of this resolution it was recorded in Council systems by reference to its common name, its property location or its real property description as shown in the table at section 15.7.

	5d. Central Business District – Group D

	
	This criterion will apply where the land meets:

a) the general criteria of differential rating category 5a above and

b) the specific criteria of differential rating category 5a and

c) is characterised by the specific criteria opposite.
	In addition to meeting the general criteria, a property will be included in this differential rating category where – As at the date of this resolution it was recorded in Council systems by reference to its common name, its property location or its real property description as shown in the table at section 15.7.

	5e. Central Business District – Group E

	
	This criterion will apply where the land meets:

a) the general criteria of differential rating category 5a above and

b) the specific criteria of differential rating category 5a and

c) is characterised by the specific criteria opposite.
	In addition to meeting the general criteria, a property will be included in this differential rating category where – As at the date of this resolution it was recorded in Council systems by reference to its common name, its property location or its real property description as shown in the table at section 15.7.

	5f. Central Business District – Group F

	
	This criterion will apply where the land meets:

a) the general criteria of differential rating category 5a above and

b) the specific criteria of differential rating category 5a and

c) is characterised by the specific criteria opposite.
	In addition to meeting the general criteria, a property will be included in this differential rating category where – As at the date of this resolution it was recorded in Council systems by reference to its common name, its property location or its real property description as shown in the table at section 15.7.

	5g. Central Business District – Group G

	
	This criterion will apply where the land meets:

a) the general criteria of differential rating category 5a above and

b) the specific criteria of differential rating category 5a and

c) is characterised by the specific criteria opposite.
	In addition to meeting the general criteria, a property will be included in this differential rating category where – As at the date of this resolution it was recorded in Council systems by reference to its common name, its property location or its real property description as shown in the table at section 15.7.

	5h. Central Business District – Group H

	
	This criterion will apply where the land meets:

a) the general criteria of differential rating category 5a above and

b) the specific criteria of differential rating category 5a and

c) is characterised by the specific criteria opposite.
	In addition to meeting the general criteria, a property will be included in this differential rating category where – As at the date of this resolution it was recorded in Council systems by reference to its common name, its property location or its real property description as shown in the table at section 15.7. 

	5i. Central Business District – Group I

	
	This criterion will apply where the land meets:

a) the general criteria of differential rating category 5a above and

b) the specific criteria of differential rating category 5a and

c) is characterised by the specific criteria opposite.
	In addition to meeting the general criteria, a property will be included in this differential rating category where – As at the date of this resolution it was recorded in Council systems by reference to its common name, its property location or its real property description as shown in the table at section 15.7. 

	5j. Central Business District – Group J

	
	This criterion will apply where the land meets:

a) the general criteria of differential rating category 5a above and

b) the specific criteria of differential rating category 5a and

c) is characterised by the specific criteria opposite.
	In addition to meeting the general criteria, a property will be included in this differential rating category where – As at the date of this resolution it was recorded in Council systems by reference to its common name, its property location or its real property description as shown in the table at section 15.7.

	5k. Central Business District – Group K

	
	This criterion will apply where the land meets:

a) the general criteria of differential rating category 5a above and

b) the specific criteria of differential rating category 5a and

c) is characterised by the specific criteria opposite.
	In addition to meeting the general criteria, a property will be included in this differential rating category where – As at the date of this resolution it was recorded in Council systems by reference to its common name, its property location or its real property description as shown in the table at section 15.7.

	5l. Central Business District – Group L

	
	This criterion will apply where the land meets:

a) the general criteria of differential rating category 5a above and

b) the specific criteria of differential rating category 5a and

c) is characterised by the specific criteria opposite.
	In addition to meeting the general criteria, a property will be included in this differential rating category where – As at the date of this resolution it was recorded in Council systems by reference to its common name, its property location or its real property description as shown in the table at section 15.7.

	5m. Central Business District – Group M

	
	This criterion will apply where the land meets:

a) the general criteria of differential rating category 5a above and

b) the specific criteria of differential rating category 5a and

c) is characterised by the specific criteria opposite.
	In addition to meeting the general criteria, a property will be included in this differential rating category where – As at the date of this resolution it was recorded in Council systems by reference to its common name, its property location or its real property description as shown in the table at section 15.7.

	5n. Central Business District – Group N

	
	This criterion will apply where the land meets:

a) the general criteria of differential rating category 5a above and

b) the specific criteria of differential rating category 5a and

c) is characterised by the specific criteria opposite.
	In addition to meeting the general criteria, a property will be included in this differential rating category where – As at the date of this resolution it was recorded in Council systems by reference to its common name, its property location or its real property description as shown in the table at section 15.7.

	5o. Central Business District – Group O

	
	This criterion will apply where the land meets:

a) the general criteria of differential rating category 5a above and

b) the specific criteria of differential rating category 5a and

c) is characterised by the specific criteria opposite.
	In addition to meeting the general criteria, a property will be included in this differential rating category where – As at the date of this resolution it was recorded in Council systems by reference to its common name, its property location or its real property description as shown in the table at section 15.7.

	5p. Central Business District – Group P

	
	This criterion will apply where the land meets:

a) the general criteria of differential rating category 5a above and

b) the specific criteria of differential rating category 5a and

c) is characterised by the specific criteria opposite.
	In addition to meeting the general criteria, a property will be included in this differential rating category where – As at the date of this resolution it was recorded in Council systems by reference to its common name, its property location or its real property description as shown in the table at section 15.7. 

	5q. Central Business District – Group Q

	
	This criterion will apply where the land meets:

a) the general criteria of differential rating category 5a above and

b) the specific criteria of differential rating category 5a and

c) is characterised by the specific criteria opposite.
	In addition to meeting the general criteria, a property will be included in this differential rating category where – As at the date of this resolution it was recorded in Council systems by reference to its common name, its property location or its real property description as shown in the table at section 15.7. 

	5r. Central Business District – Group R

	
	This criterion will apply where the land meets:

a) the general criteria of differential rating category 5a above and

b) the specific criteria of differential rating category 5a and

c) is characterised by the specific criteria opposite.
	In addition to meeting the general criteria, a property will be included in this differential rating category where – As at the date of this resolution it was recorded in Council systems by reference to its common name, its property location or its real property description as shown in the table at section 15.7.

	5s. Central Business District – Group S

	
	This criterion will apply where the land meets:

a) the general criteria of differential rating category 5a above and

b) the specific criteria of differential rating category 5a and

c) is characterised by the specific criteria opposite.
	In addition to meeting the general criteria, a property will be included in this differential rating category where – As at the date of this resolution it was recorded in Council systems by reference to its common name, its property location or its real property description as shown in the table at section 15.7.

	5t. Central Business District – Group T

	
	This criterion will apply where the land meets:

a) the general criteria of differential rating category 5a above and

b) the specific criteria of differential rating category 5a and

c) is characterised by the specific criteria opposite.
	In addition to meeting the general criteria, a property will be included in this differential rating category where – As at the date of this resolution it was recorded in Council systems by reference to its common name, its property location or its real property description as shown in the table at section 15.7.

	5u. Central Business District – Group U

	
	This criterion will apply where the land meets:

a) the general criteria of differential rating category 5a above and

b) the specific criteria of differential rating category 5a and

c) is characterised by the specific criteria opposite.
	In addition to meeting the general criteria, a property will be included in this differential rating category where – As at the date of this resolution it was recorded in Council systems by reference to its common name, its property location or its real property description as shown in the table at section 15.7.

	5v. Central Business District – Group V

	
	This criterion will apply where the land meets:

a) the general criteria of differential rating category 5a above and

b) the specific criteria of differential rating category 5a and

c) is characterised by the specific criteria opposite.
	In addition to meeting the general criteria, a property will be included in this differential rating category where – As at the date of this resolution it was recorded in Council systems by reference to its common name, its property location or its real property description as shown in the table at section 15.7.

	5w. Central Business District – Group W

	
	This criterion will apply where the land meets:

a) the general criteria of differential rating category 5a above and

b) the specific criteria of differential rating category 5a and

c) is characterised by the specific criteria opposite.
	In addition to meeting the general criteria, a property will be included in this differential rating category where – As at the date of this resolution it was recorded in Council systems by reference to its common name, its property location or its real property description as shown in the table at section 15.7.

	6. Other

	
	Applies only where land does not fall within categories:

1, 2a, 2b, 2c, 2d, 2e, 2f, 2g, 2h, 2i, 2j, 2k, 2l, 2m, 3, 4, 5a, 5b, 5c, 5d, 5e, 5f, 5g, 5h, 5i, 5j, 5k, 5l, 5m, 5n, 5o, 5p, 5q, 5r, 5s, 5t, 5u, 5v, 5w, 7, 8a, 8b, 8c, 8d, 8e, 8f, 8g, 8h, 8i, 8j, 8k, 9a, 9b, 9c, 9d, 10, 11a, 11b, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21a, 21b, 21c, 21d, 22a, 22b, 22c, 22d or 22e.
	

	7. Residential: Non-owner Occupied or Mixed Use

	
	This criterion will apply where the land is used for mixed residential purposes or secondary residential purposes, or has the potential predominant use by virtue of its improvements or activities conducted upon the land for these purposes.
	In addition to meeting the general criteria – 

Land to which the following land use codes apply – 

61

mixed residential 

70

secondary residential purposes

72

vacant land (valuation discounted for subdivided land).



	8a. Large Regional Shopping Centre – Group A

	
	This criterion will apply where the land is used as a large regional shopping centre and is characterised by the specific criteria opposite.


	In addition to meeting the general criteria, a property will be included in this differential rating category where – As at the date of this resolution it was recorded in Council systems by reference to its common name, its property location or its real property description as shown in the table at section 15.8.

	8b. Large Regional Shopping Centre – Group B

	
	This criterion will apply where the land is used as a large regional shopping centre and is characterised by the specific criteria opposite.


	In addition to meeting the general criteria, a property will be included in this differential rating category where – As at the date of this resolution it was recorded in Council systems by reference to its common name, its property location or its real property description as shown in the table at section 15.8.

	8c. Large Regional Shopping Centre – Group C

	
	This criterion will apply where the land is used as a large regional shopping centre and is characterised by the specific criteria opposite.


	In addition to meeting the general criteria, a property will be included in this differential rating category where – As at the date of this resolution it was recorded in Council systems by reference to its common name, its property location or its real property description as shown in the table at section 15.8.

	8d. Large Regional Shopping Centre – Group D

	
	This criterion will apply where the land is used as a large regional shopping centre and is characterised by the specific criteria opposite.


	In addition to meeting the general criteria, a property will be included in this differential rating category where – As at the date of this resolution it was recorded in Council systems by reference to its common name, its property location or its real property description as shown in the table at section 15.8.

	8e. Large Regional Shopping Centre – Group E

	
	This criterion will apply where the land is used as a large regional shopping centre and is characterised by the specific criteria opposite.


	In addition to meeting the general criteria, a property will be included in this differential rating category where – As at the date of this resolution it was recorded in Council systems by reference to its common name, its property location or its real property description as shown in the table at section 15.8.

	8f. Large Regional Shopping Centre – Group F

	
	This criterion will apply where the land is used as a large regional shopping centre and is characterised by the specific criteria opposite.


	In addition to meeting the general criteria, a property will be included in this differential rating category where – As at the date of this resolution it was recorded in Council systems by reference to its common name, its property location or its real property description as shown in the table at section 15.8.

	8g. Large Regional Shopping Centre – Group G

	
	This criterion will apply where the land is used as a large regional shopping centre and is characterised by the specific criteria opposite.


	In addition to meeting the general criteria, a property will be included in this differential rating category where – As at the date of this resolution it was recorded in Council systems by reference to its common name, its property location or its real property description as shown in the table at section 15.8.

	8h. Large Regional Shopping Centre – Group H

	
	This criterion will apply where the land is used as a large regional shopping centre and is characterised by the specific criteria opposite.


	In addition to meeting the general criteria, a property will be included in this differential rating category where – As at the date of this resolution it was recorded in Council systems by reference to its common name, its property location or its real property description as shown in the table at section 15.8.

	8i. Large Regional Shopping Centre – Group I

	
	This criterion will apply where the land is used as a large regional shopping centre and is characterised by the specific criteria opposite.


	In addition to meeting the general criteria, a property will be included in this differential rating category where – As at the date of this resolution it was recorded in Council systems by reference to its common name, its property location or its real property description as shown in the table at section 15.8.

	8j. Large Regional Shopping Centre – Group J

	
	This criterion will apply where the land is used as a large regional shopping centre and is characterised by the specific criteria opposite.


	In addition to meeting the general criteria, a property will be included in this differential rating category where – As at the date of this resolution it was recorded in Council systems by reference to its common name, its property location or its real property description as shown in the table at section 15.8.

	8k. Large Regional Shopping Centre – Group K

	
	This criterion will apply where the land is used as a large regional shopping centre and is characterised by the specific criteria opposite.


	In addition to meeting the general criteria, a property will be included in this differential rating category where – As at the date of this resolution it was recorded in Council systems by reference to its common name, its property location or its real property description as shown in the table at section 15.8.

	9a. Major Regional Shopping Centre – Group A

	
	This criterion will apply where the land is used as a major shopping centre and is characterised by the specific criteria opposite.


	In addition to meeting the general criteria, a property will be included in this differential rating category where – As at the date of this resolution it was recorded in Council systems by reference to its common name, its property location or its real property description as shown in the table at section 15.9.

	9b. Major Regional Shopping Centre – Group B

	
	This criterion will apply where the land is used as a major shopping centre and is characterised by the specific criteria opposite.


	In addition to meeting the general criteria, a property will be included in this differential rating category where – As at the date of this resolution it was recorded in Council systems by reference to its common name, its property location or its real property description as shown in the table at section 15.9.

	9c. Major Regional Shopping Centre – Group C

	
	This criterion will apply where the land is used as a major shopping centre and is characterised by the specific criteria opposite.


	In addition to meeting the general criteria, a property will be included in this differential rating category where – As at the date of this resolution it was recorded in Council systems by reference to its common name, its property location or its real property description as shown in the table at section 15.9.

	9d. Major Regional Shopping Centre – Group D

	
	This criterion will apply where the land is used as a major shopping centre and is characterised by the specific criteria opposite.


	In addition to meeting the general criteria, a property will be included in this differential rating category where – As at the date of this resolution it was recorded in Council systems by reference to its common name, its property location or its real property description as shown in the table at section 15.9.

	10. CTS – Residential: Owner Occupied                                                                                         *subject to Section 4(c)

	
	This criterion will only apply where - 

a) The current use, or having regard to any improvements or activities conducted upon the land, the potential use of the subject land is solely principal residential purposes.

Where the land contains a dwelling unit contained within a community titles scheme and otherwise meets the general criteria above, then this category will apply:

i) regardless of the City Plan 2014 zone within which that land is situated and

ii) only where the land represents the principal place of residence of at least one person who constitutes the owner(s) of the land; or

b) Where the land or premises meets subsections (b) or (c) of the general criteria of differential rating category 1 Residential: Owner-Occupied.
	In addition to meeting the general criteria – 

Land to which the following land use code applies –

08

community titles scheme unit(s) used for principal residential purposes.

And, with reference to the definition of land use code 08 contained within the table shown at section 15.3:

a) The secondary land use code, which in cases of community title scheme properties indicates the principal usage of a community title scheme unit, is contained in sections 1, 2 or 3 of the specific criteria of differential rating category 1 Residential: Owner-Occupied,

or

b) The following land is specifically included in this category:

I. vacant land which meets the general criteria for this category or

II. premises that would otherwise be the owner’s principal place of residence but where the owner is incapable of occupancy due to ill or frail health and is domiciled in a care facility, provided such premises remain unoccupied by any other person/s or

III. premises subject to a special disability trust, occupied by a deemed vulnerable owner‑occupier.

	11a. CTS – Commercial/Non Residential – Group A                                                                    *subject to Section 4(c)

	
	This criterion will apply where the land is:

a) used for non-residential purposes or has the potential predominant use by virtue of its improvements or activities conducted upon the land of non‑residential purposes and

b) located outside of the boundaries of the CBD or CBD Frame and

c) characterised by one of the land use codes in the adjacent specific criteria attributable to this category.

Vacant land falls within this category where that land forms a lot within a community titles scheme and does not meet both the general and specific criteria of category 10 of this table.


	In addition to meeting the general criteria – 

Land to which the following land use code applies – 

08

community titles scheme unit(s) used for non‑residential purposes.

And, with reference to the definition of land use code 08 contained within the table shown at section 15.3:

The secondary land use code, which in cases of community title scheme properties indicates the principal usage of a community title scheme unit, is contained in sections 1 or 2 of the specific criteria of differential rating category 2a Commercial/Non-Residential – Group A.

	11b. CTS – Commercial/Non Residential – Group B                                                                    *subject to Section 4(c)

	
	This criterion will apply where the land meets:

a) the general criteria of differential rating category 2l above and

b) the specific criteria of differential rating category 2l and

c) is primarily characterised by the specific criteria opposite.
	In addition to meeting the general criteria – 

Land to which the following land use code applies – 

08

community titles scheme unit(s) used for non‑residential purposes.



	12. CTS – Multi-Residential                                                                                                             *subject to Section 4(c)

	
	This criterion will apply where the land is:

a) used for non-residential purposes or has the potential predominant use by virtue of its improvements or activities conducted upon the land of non‑residential purposes and

b) characterised by one of the land use codes in the adjacent specific criteria attributable to this category.
	In addition to meeting the general criteria – 

Land to which the following land use code applies – 

08

community titles scheme unit(s) and the property is being used as a multiple dwelling.



	13. CTS – Central Business District                                                                                                *subject to Section 4(c)

	
	This criterion will apply where the land is:

a) used for non-residential purposes or has the potential predominant use by virtue of its improvements or activities conducted upon the land of non‑residential purposes and

b) located within of the boundaries of the CBD and

c) characterised by one of the land use codes in the adjacent specific criteria attributable to this category.
	In addition to meeting the general criteria – 

Land located within the CBD to which the following land use code applies – 

08

community titles scheme unit(s) used for non‑residential purposes.



	14. CTS – Residential: Non-owner Occupied or Mixed Use                                                         *subject to Section 4(c)

	
	This criterion will apply where the land is used for mixed residential purposes or secondary residential purposes or has the potential predominant use by virtue of its improvements or activities conducted upon the land for these purposes.
	In addition to meeting the general criteria – 

Land to which the following land use code applies – 

08

community titles scheme unit(s) 



	15. CTS – Minor Lot                                                                                                                         *subject to Section 4(c)

	
	This criterion will apply where the land is: 

a) used for non-residential purposes or has the potential predominant use by virtue of its improvements or activities conducted upon the land of non‑residential purposes and

b) characterised by one of the land use codes in the adjacent specific criteria attributable to this category.
	In addition to meeting the general criteria – 

Land to which the following land use code applies –

08

community titles scheme unit(s),

and the property is being used for a car parking space, storage cupboard, storage unit, advertising hoarding or purposes of a like nature.

	16. CBD Frame Commercial/Non-Residential

	
	This criterion will apply where the land meets:

a) the general criteria of differential rating category 2a or 2l above, with the exception of section (b) of those categories, and

b) the specific criteria of differential rating category 2a or 2l and

c) is characterised by the specific criteria opposite.

Vacant land within the CBD Frame falls within this category where that land does not meet both the general and specific criteria of category 1 of this table.
	In addition to meeting the general criteria, a property will be included in this differential rating category where –

As at the date of this resolution it was located completely within the boundary line shown on the CBD frame differential rating boundary map section 15.5.

	17. CTS – CBD Frame Commercial/Non-Residential                                                                   *subject to Section 4(c)

	
	This criterion will apply where the land meets:

a) the general criteria of differential rating category 11a or 11b above, with the exception of section (b) of category 11a, and

b) the specific criteria of differential rating category 11a or 11b and

c) is characterised by the specific criteria opposite.
	In addition to meeting the general criteria, a property will be included in this differential rating category where –

As at the date of this resolution it was located completely within the boundary line shown on the CBD frame differential rating boundary map in section 15.5 and to which the following land use code applies – 

08

community titles scheme unit(s) used for non‑residential purposes.



	18. Commercial/Non-Residential – Special Concession

	
	This criterion will apply where the land meets:

a) the general criteria of differential rating category 16 above and

b) the specific criteria of differential rating category 16 and

c) is characterised by the specific criteria opposite.
	In addition to meeting the general criteria, a property will be included in this differential rating category where – As at the date of this resolution it was recorded in Council systems by reference to its common name, its property location or its real property description as shown in the table at section 15.11.

	19. CTS – Commercial/Non-Residential – Special Concession                                                     *subject to Section 4(c)

	
	This criterion will apply where the land meets:

a) the general criteria of differential rating category 17 above and

b) the specific criteria of differential rating category 17 and

c) is characterised by the specific criteria opposite.
	In addition to meeting the general criteria – 

Land to which the following land use code applies – 

08

community titles scheme unit(s) used for non‑residential purposes, and

As at the date of this resolution it was recorded in Council systems by reference to its common name, its property location or its real property description as shown in the table at section 15.11.

	20. Commercial/Non-Residential – Concessional

	
	Entry into this category is restricted to those properties that have formerly been subject to exemption from rates under section 5 schedule 1(f) of this resolution but are determined to be no longer exempt.
	In addition to meeting the general criteria, a property may be included in this differential rating category where – 

By examination of:

a) the usage of the land and

b) the visual, spatial and economic attributes of the land and

c) the existence of any partial use that may comply with current exemption criteria and

Council considers inclusion of a property into this category is appropriate.

	21a. Drive-In Shopping Centre < 20,000m²

	
	The criterion will apply where the land is:

a) used for non-residential purposes or has the potential predominant use by virtue of its improvements or activities conducted upon the land of non‑residential purposes and

b) characterised by the land use code in the adjacent specific criteria attributable to this category.
	In addition to meeting the general criteria- 

Land to which the following land use code applies – 

16

drive-in shopping centres

and having a gross land area less than 20,000m².

	21b. Drive-In Shopping Centre 20,000m² to 25,000m²

	
	The criterion will apply where the land is:

a) used for non-residential purposes or has the potential predominant use by virtue of its improvements or activities conducted upon the land of non‑residential purposes and

b) characterised by the land use code in the adjacent specific criteria attributable to this category.
	In addition to meeting the general criteria- 

Land to which the following land use code applies – 

16

drive-in shopping centres

and having a gross land area from 20,000m² to 25,000m².

	21c. Drive-In Shopping Centre 25,001m² to 50,000m²

	
	The criterion will apply where the land is:

a) used for non-residential purposes or has the potential predominant use by virtue of its improvements or activities conducted upon the land of non‑residential purposes and

b) characterised by the land use code in the adjacent specific criteria attributable to this category.
	In addition to meeting the general criteria- 

Land to which the following land use code applies – 

16

drive-in shopping centres

and having a gross land area from 25,001m² to 50,000m².

	21d. Drive-In Shopping Centre > 50,000m²

	
	The criterion will apply where the land is:

a) used for non-residential purposes or has the potential predominant use by virtue of its improvements or activities conducted upon the land of non‑residential purposes and

b) characterised by the land use code in the adjacent specific criteria attributable to this category.
	In addition to meeting the general criteria- 

Land to which the following land use code applies – 

16

drive-in shopping centres

and having a gross land area greater than 50,000m².

	22a. Retail Warehouse < 7,500m²

	
	The criterion will apply where the land is:

a) used for non-residential purposes or has the potential predominant use by virtue of its improvements or activities conducted upon the land of non‑residential purposes and

b) characterised by the land use code in the adjacent specific criteria attributable to this category.
	In addition to meeting the general criteria- 

Land to which the following land use code applies – 

23

retail warehouse

and having a gross land area less than 7,500m².

	22b. Retail Warehouse 7,500m² to 20,000m²

	
	The criterion will apply where the land is:

a) used for non-residential purposes or has the potential predominant use by virtue of its improvements or activities conducted upon the land of non‑residential purposes and

b) characterised by the land use code in the adjacent specific criteria attributable to this category.
	In addition to meeting the general criteria- 

Land to which the following land use code applies – 

23

retail warehouse

and having gross land area from 7,500m² to 20,000m².

	22c. Retail Warehouse 20,001m² to 40,000m²

	
	The criterion will apply where the land is:

a) used for non-residential purposes or has the potential predominant use by virtue of its improvements or activities conducted upon the land of non‑residential purposes and

b) characterised by the land use code in the adjacent specific criteria attributable to this category.
	In addition to meeting the general criteria- 

Land to which the following land use code applies – 

23

retail warehouse

and having a gross land area from 20,001m² to 40,000m².

	22d. Retail Warehouse 40,001m² to 90,000m²

	
	The criterion will apply where the land is:

a) used for non-residential purposes or has the potential predominant use by virtue of its improvements or activities conducted upon the land of non‑residential purposes and

b) characterised by the land use code in the adjacent specific criteria attributable to this category.
	In addition to meeting the general criteria- 

Land to which the following land use code applies – 

23

retail warehouse

and having a gross land area from 40,001m² to 90,000m².

	22e. Retail Warehouse > 90,000m²

	
	The criterion will apply where the land is:

a) used for non-residential purposes or has the potential predominant use by virtue of its improvements or activities conducted upon the land of non‑residential purposes and

b) characterised by the land use code in the adjacent specific criteria attributable to this category.
	In addition to meeting the general criteria- 

Land to which the following land use code applies – 

23

retail warehouse

and having a gross land area greater than 90,000m².


c) A property that is contained within one of the above categories (the “Original Category”) that has a parity factor assigned to it by this resolution is automatically placed into a separate differential rating category referable to the Original Category and that parity factor. The criteria for this new category are the same as the Original Category with the addition of the parity factor.

d) The parity factor applicable to a property is calculated by reference to Table ‘A’.

e) Council, using the criteria specified in the Differential General Rating Table identifies the category in which each parcel of rateable land in the city is included.
f) For the financial year the differential general rate is first calculated as set out opposite a category determined under sections 4(b) and 4(c) and specified in Table ‘B’ and made equally on the rateable value of all rateable land in the city included in that category.

g) The result of section 4(f) shall then be multiplied by the parity factor corresponding to the differential rating category determined under sections 4(b) and 4(c) and specified in Table ‘B’ to derive the differential general rates levied on an individual property.

h) The parity factor referred to in sections 4(b) and 4(c) and specified in Table ‘B’ and which forms part of the calculation of differential general rates shall be determined by reference to the following basis shown in table ‘A’.

Table ‘A’
	Band
	
	Factor 1
	Factor 2
	

	A
	for each dollar of rateable value of the land upon which a community titles scheme is constructed up to and including $2,250,000
	0.00000
	0.0000
	Plus

	B
	for each dollar of rateable value of the land upon which a community titles scheme is constructed from $2,250,001 up to and including $6,000,000
	0.00760
	0.0000
	Plus

	C
	for each dollar of rateable value of the land upon which a community titles scheme is constructed from $6,000,001 up to and including $10,000,000
	0.00970
	0.0000
	Plus

	D
	for each dollar of rateable value of the land upon which a community titles scheme is constructed in excess of $10,000,000
	0.00225
	0.0000
	Plus

	
	for each dollar of rateable value apportioned to each lot within a community titles scheme by reference to its interest schedule lot entitlement under a community management statement
	1.0000
	1.0000
	

	i. The parity factor referred to in Table ‘B’ is calculated to be the sum of factor 1 divided by the sum of factor 2.

ii. Where the parity factor determined above exceeds 5, the parity factor is deemed to be 5.


Table ‘B’

	Category
	Description
	Differential general rate (cents in the dollar)
	Minimum Differential general rate 
	Parity factor

	1
	Residential: Owner Occupied
	0.2612
	$752.12
	1.0000

	2a
	Commercial/Non Residential – Group A
	0.8730
	$1,608.60
	1.0000

	2b
	Commercial/Non Residential – Group B
	0.9062
	$72,995.68
	1.0000

	2c
	Commercial/Non Residential – Group C
	0.9062
	$126,280.32
	1.0000

	2d
	Commercial/Non Residential – Group D
	0.4108
	$1,608.48
	1.0000

	2e
	Commercial/Non Residential – Group E
	0.9062
	$151,311.76
	1.0000

	2f
	Commercial/Non Residential – Group F
	0.9062
	$75,147.08
	1.0000

	Category
	Description
	Differential general rate (cents in the dollar)
	Minimum Differential general rate 
	Parity factor

	2g
	Commercial/Non Residential – Group G
	0.9062
	$148,397.84
	1.0000

	2h
	Commercial/Non Residential – Group H
	0.9062
	$192,897.52
	1.0000

	2i
	Commercial/Non Residential – Group I
	0.7294
	$26,429.44
	1.0000

	2j
	Commercial/Non Residential – Group J
	0.9062
	$109,385.76
	1.0000

	2k
	Commercial/Non Residential – Group K
	0.9062
	$8,795.44
	1.0000

	2l
	Commercial/Non Residential – Group L
	0.9273
	$1,607.84
	1.0000

	2m
	Commercial/Non Residential – Group M
	0.7942
	$26,608.40
	1.0000

	3
	Rural
	0.3261
	$678.40
	1.0000

	4
	Multi-Residential 
	0.4815
	$979.72
	1.0000

	5a
	Central Business District – Group A
	1.2829
	$2,074.04
	1.0000

	5b
	Central Business District – Group B
	1.0418
	$245,243.72
	1.0000

	5c
	Central Business District – Group C
	0.8920
	$267,486.76
	1.0000

	5d
	Central Business District – Group D
	1.0426
	$334,423.08
	1.0000

	5e
	Central Business District – Group E
	0.9491
	$401,230.12
	1.0000

	5f
	Central Business District – Group F
	1.0450
	$468,327.96
	1.0000

	5g
	Central Business District – Group G
	1.4091
	$534,973.64
	1.0000

	5h
	Central Business District – Group H
	0.9569
	$601,537.04
	1.0000

	5i
	Central Business District – Group I
	1.4469
	$662,539.00
	1.0000

	5j
	Central Business District – Group J
	1.0798
	$802,615.44
	1.0000

	5k
	Central Business District – Group K
	1.8054
	$965,416.32
	1.0000

	5l
	Central Business District – Group L
	1.8661
	$1,287,378.56
	1.0000

	5m
	Central Business District – Group M
	1.3988
	$1,409,125.52
	1.0000

	5n
	Central Business District – Group N
	1.0746
	$312,020.16
	1.0000

	5o
	Central Business District – Group O
	1.6706
	$1,452,840.36
	1.0000

	5p
	Central Business District – Group P
	1.6704
	$1,860,056.60
	1.0000

	5q
	Central Business District – Group Q
	1.9469
	$2,250,189.72
	1.0000

	5r
	Central Business District – Group R
	1.9563
	$2,232,635.72
	1.0000

	5s
	Central Business District – Group S
	1.9927
	$1,205,147.00
	1.0000

	5t
	Central Business District – Group T
	1.9037
	$818,313.28
	1.0000

	5u
	Central Business District – Group U
	0.8983
	$285,826.60
	1.0000

	5v
	Central Business District – Group V
	1.0577
	$555,571.08
	1.0000

	5w
	Central Business District – Group W
	1.2285
	$115,847.56
	1.0000

	6
	Other
	0.9039
	$1,608.60
	1.0000

	7
	Residential: Non-owner Occupied or Mixed Use
	0.3555
	$1,001.72
	1.0000

	8a
	Large Regional Shopping Centre – Group A
	1.2216
	$208,075.16
	1.0000

	8b
	Large Regional Shopping Centre – Group B
	1.1899
	$197,321.32
	1.0000

	8c
	Large Regional Shopping Centre – Group C
	1.1899
	$193,526.16
	1.0000

	8d
	Large Regional Shopping Centre – Group D
	1.1899
	$220,259.64
	1.0000

	8e
	Large Regional Shopping Centre – Group E
	1.2513
	$247,694.00
	1.0000

	8f
	Large Regional Shopping Centre – Group F
	1.1899
	$374,085.88
	1.0000

	8g
	Large Regional Shopping Centre – Group G
	1.1899
	$468,396.96
	1.0000

	Category
	Description
	Differential general rate (cents in the dollar)
	Minimum Differential general rate 
	Parity factor

	8h
	Large Regional Shopping Centre – Group H
	1.1899
	$409,378.20
	1.0000

	8i
	Large Regional Shopping Centre – Group I
	1.2000
	$520,846.88
	1.0000

	8j
	Large Regional Shopping Centre – Group J
	1.4305
	$555,570.00
	1.0000

	8k
	Large Regional Shopping Centre – Group K
	1.1899
	$709,537.24
	1.0000

	9a
	Major Regional Shopping Centre – Group A
	1.6619
	$1,225,902.08
	1.0000

	9b
	Major Regional Shopping Centre – Group B
	1.2572
	$1,364,488.00
	1.0000

	9c
	Major Regional Shopping Centre – Group C
	1.4709
	$1,696,758.72
	1.0000

	9d
	Major Regional Shopping Centre – Group D
	1.3500
	$1,705,518.92
	1.0000

	10
	CTS – Residential: Owner Occupied
	0.2701
	$752.12
	Refer Table ‘A’

	11a
	CTS – Commercial/Non-Residential – Group A
	0.9399
	$1,573.68
	Refer Table ‘A’

	11b
	CTS – Commercial/Non-Residential – Group B
	0.9925
	$1,603.20
	Refer Table ‘A’

	12
	CTS – Multi-Residential
	0.5898
	$982.08
	Refer Table ‘A’

	13
	CTS – Central Business District
	1.1608
	$2,056.00
	Refer Table ‘A’

	14
	CTS – Residential: Non-owner Occupied or Mixed Use
	0.3344
	$1,001.72
	Refer Table ‘A’

	15
	CTS – Minor Lot
	1.0469
	$792.20
	Refer Table ‘A’

	16
	CBD Frame Commercial/Non-Residential
	0.9225
	$1,754.92
	1.0000

	17
	CTS – CBD Frame Commercial/Non-Residential
	0.9359
	$1,729.40
	Refer Table ‘A’

	18
	Commercial/Non-Residential – Special Concession
	0.4129
	$1,724.44
	1.0000

	19
	CTS - Commercial/Non-Residential - Special Concession
	0.0932
	$1,724.48
	Refer Table ‘A’

	20
	Commercial/Non-Residential – Concessional
	0.1412
	$1,608.60
	1.0000

	21a
	Drive-In Shopping Centre < 20,000m²
	0.9499
	$10,231.80
	1.0000

	21b
	Drive-In Shopping Centre 20,000m² to 25,000m²
	1.0555
	$30,195.84
	1.0000

	21c
	Drive-In Shopping Centre 25,001m² to 50,000m²
	0.9968
	$49,413.88
	1.0000

	21d
	Drive-In Shopping Centre > 50,000m²
	1.0305
	$143,789.68
	1.0000

	22a
	Retail Warehouse < 7,500m²
	0.8763
	$2,661.96
	1.0000

	22b
	Retail Warehouse 7,500m² to 20,000m²
	0.8985
	$20,228.24
	1.0000

	22c
	Retail Warehouse 20,001m² to 40,000m²
	0.9625
	$35,150.20
	1.0000

	22d
	Retail Warehouse 40,001m² to 90,000m²
	0.8482
	$105,577.16
	1.0000

	22e
	Retail Warehouse > 90,000m²
	1.0038
	$35,082.32
	1.0000


i) Despite sections 4(f) and 4(g), the minimum differential general rate payable in respect of all rateable land in each category determined under sections 4(b) and 4(c) is that shown against its corresponding category in table ‘B’ above with the exception of any land to which land use code 72 (Vacant Land) applies or which is otherwise exempt from minimum general rating under section 70(3) of the Regulation.

j) Limitation of general rate increases:

(i) In the case of property included in categories 1 or 10 determined under the Differential General Rating Table:

i. Despite sections 4(f) and 4(g) the amount to be levied by way of differential general rates for the financial year in respect of any property to which this subsection applies is not to be more than the amount of the differential general rates levied in respect of that property for the previous financial year increased by 7.50 per centum.

ii. Subject to sections 4(j)(i)(C) and 4(j)(i)(D), section 4(j)(i)(A) applies to any land that at the commencement of the financial year is in category 1 or 10 of the Differential General Rating Table, and which is the principal place of residence of the person who is the owner of the land, or if more than one person is the owner of the land, at least one of those persons.

iii. To avoid any doubt, section 4(j)(i)(A) does not apply to any land held either wholly or partially in the name of a trust (with the exception of a special disability trust), corporation, organisation, association or any other incorporated body other than an individual or individuals.

iv. If ownership of any land is transferred on or after the commencement of the financial year, section 4(j)(i)(A) will cease to apply on and from the date such transfer takes effect except in the following instances:

a) change of name on title as a result of marriage or change of name by deed poll or

b) transfer to, or inclusion of a spouse/de-facto/partner as a result of an amalgamation or separation of assets, or on the death of a spouse on the principal place of residence or

c) transmissions to surviving joint tenant or tenants on death of other joint tenant.

v. In the case of land that becomes the principal place of residence of at least one person who is an owner, after the commencement of the financial year, section 4(j)(i)(A) applies from the first rating quarter of the next financial year following the approved application of the owner.

(ii) In the case of property included in categories 16 or 17 determined under the Differential General Rating Table:

(A) Despite sections 4(f) and 4(g) the amount to be levied by way of differential general rates for the financial year in respect of any property to which this subsection applies is not to be more than the amount of the differential general rates levied in respect of that property for the previous financial year increased by 10.00 per centum.

(B) Subject to section 4(j)(ii)(C), section 4(J)(ii)(A) applies to any land that at the commencement of the financial year is in Category 16 or 17 determined under the Differential General Rating Table.

(C) If ownership of any land is transferred on or after the commencement of the financial year, section 4(j)(ii)(A) will cease to apply on and from the date such transfer takes effect.

(D) In the case of property that is included in category 16 or 17 determined under the Differential General Rating Table after the commencement of the financial year, section 4(j)(ii)(A) applies from the first rating quarter of the next financial year following the approved application of the owner.

If the amount of differential general rates determined under section 4(j)(i) is lower than the relevant category minimum determined under section 4(i), the ratepayer must pay the minimum differential general rate applicable to the category.

In the case of properties included in categories 2b to 2k, 2m, 5b to 5w, 8a to 8k, 9a to 9d, 18 and 19 as determined under the Differential General Rating Table, a change in either the common name or the rateable property address of the property will not affect the categorisation for the purpose of calculating differential general rates.

5. Exemptions from General Rating

Any property used for public, religious, charitable or educational purposes, and:

(a) for which an application has been received from the owner and

(b) which is approved by Council as eligible for exemption and

(c) is identified in Schedule 1 of this section

is exempt from general rating and separate/special rating and charging.

Where a property is currently exempt from general rating under Schedule 1 of this section undergoes redevelopment or refurbishment and the activities conducted on such a property are temporarily suspended, exemption may, at the discretion of the Chief Financial Officer, continue to be granted provided that:

(a) there is an uninterrupted cycle from cessation of operations, to construction and finally recommencement, of a duration not exceeding 18 months and 

(b) the predominant use of the property after redevelopment remains unaltered, or if it does change, it complies with the criterion of another category of exemption and

(c) the ownership of the property does not change during the course of the redevelopment.

Where completion has not been achieved within the above time frame but there is evidence of a continuing process of redevelopment, the Chief Financial Officer may allow an extension for a period not exceeding a further six‑months.

Schedule 1
Exemption criteria

(a) Public purposes

Any property that is vested in, or for the time being placed under the management or control of any person under or in pursuance of any statute, for the purpose of, and being presently utilised as, a showground or an area presently used as public recreation or athletic sports or games as evidenced by the provision and existence of facilities for such purpose if that is, in the opinion of the Chief Financial Officer open to the public at all reasonable hours, free of charge.

For the purpose of this paragraph, any property vested in the ownership of a local authority other than Brisbane City Council, and used for local government purposes shall be deemed to be used for public purposes.

(b) Religious purposes

Any property that is:

(i) owned by a religious institution and

(ii) does not exceed eight hectares in area and

(iii) either:

A. the predominant use of which is public worship and having a building thereon used entirely for public worship or for public worship and educational purposes whether or not that land has other buildings on it that are utilised in conjunction with the place of worship; or

B. for the purpose of protecting the safety of its congregation the property is not conducted within the concept of “open doors”, but is otherwise:

i. used for the purposes described in (A) above; and 

ii. the applicant has provided supporting evidence (such as written advice from an official agency involved in counter-terrorism, or reports documenting threats verified by an official agency) that there is a real and credible threat to the congregation meeting as described in (A) above; and 

iii. determined by Chief Financial Officer, in their sole discretion, as sufficiently demonstrating the above matters.

(c) Charitable purposes

Any property that is owned by a public charity and the predominant use of such land is the giving of a gift of food, drink, clothing, temporary emergency accommodation or money to the destitute and/or the homeless.

(d) Educational purposes

Any property that is owned by a religious institution and used entirely as a school (as defined in land use code 58 of the land use codes), as evidenced by the presence of completed buildings from which classes are being provided to an enrolled student population, which may be conducted by or on behalf of such religious institution whether or not that property has other buildings on it that are utilised in conjunction with the school.

For the purposes of this subparagraph, a property shall not be taken to be used entirely for a school unless the property has building/s constructed upon it or sporting fields as evidenced by the provision of purpose-built facilities e.g. football fields, running tracks, athletics facilities etc. which are being actively used for the educational purposes of the school. Any such sporting facilities must represent a majority usage of the property if buildings do not exist upon the site.

To be eligible for exemption under this subparagraph, the property must have a predominant use of, and be presently utilised in conducting educational activities. Properties which incorporate a mixture of educational and commercial activity may not be eligible for exemption. In determining eligibility, consideration may be given to the visual, spatial and economic aspects of the property.

(e) Higher Voluntary Conservation Agreement

Any property exceeding eight hectares in area which:

(i) otherwise meets the criteria of clause (b) of this schedule (apart from the area restriction) and

(ii) there is a Higher Voluntary Conservation Agreement with Council in respect of part of that property and

(iii) the area of that property which is not subject to the Higher Voluntary Conservation Agreement does not exceed eight hectares in area.

(f) Non-rateable land before 13 May 1992

Any property that:

(i) prior to 13 May 1992 was non-rateable for the purpose of levying of rates under the repealed City of Brisbane Act 1924 and

(ii) since 13 May 1992 has:

(A) been continuously used for the same purpose for which it was used immediately prior to 13 May 1992 and

(B) been in the same ownership as it was immediately prior to 13 May 1992 and

(iii) does not meet any of the criteria for exemption set out in clauses (a) to (e) of this Schedule 1 and

(iv) is used for public, religious, charitable or educational purposes and

(v) is deemed appropriate by Council of being exempted from rating despite its inability to comply with clauses (a) to (e) of this Schedule 1.

In establishing the predominant use for the purpose of clauses (b), (c) and (d) of this Schedule 1, consideration may be given to the visual, spatial and economic aspects of the property.

The Chief Financial Officer may rule as to whether or not a particular property falls within any of the categories of exemption under this resolution as to exemptions from rating.
6. Special Rates

It is determined that a special rate shall be made and levied for the financial year on the rateable value of rateable land identified in table ‘C’ below, for or towards meeting the development and/or operational costs of the benefitted areas.

In the opinion of Council, properties in these benefitted areas have, or will specifically benefit from, or have, or will have, special access to the services, facilities or activities supplied or provided by the benefitted area undertaken [or proposed to be undertaken] by or on behalf of Council.

The overall plans (O.P) in section 15.1 of this resolution for the supply or provision of services, facilities or activities and the annual implementation plans (A.I.P) in section 15.2 of this resolution setting out the actions or processes that are to be carried out and referred to below for each benefitted area are adopted.
Table ‘C’

	Benefitted Area
	Criteria
	O.P
	A.I.P
	Region
	Residential rate (cents in the dollar)
	Non-Residential rate (cents in the dollar)

	Queen Street Mall
	All rateable land in the regions of the City coloured pink, orange and green on map SR-1 in section 15.1.
	OP-1
	AIP-1
	Central (Pink)
	0.0976
	0.4865

	
	
	
	
	Intermediate (Orange)
	0.0356
	0.1776

	
	
	
	
	Outer (Green)
	0.0100
	0.0500

	Chinatown and Valley Malls
	All rateable land in the regions of the City coloured pink, orange and green on map SR-2 in section 15.1.
	OP-2
	AIP-2
	Central (Pink)
	0.2728
	1.3627

	
	
	
	
	Intermediate (Orange)
	0.0632
	0.3160

	
	
	
	
	Outer (Green)
	0.0160
	0.0790

	Manly Living Village Development Levy
	All non-residential purposes, rateable land, in the region of the City coloured pink on map SR-14 in section 15.1.
	OP-14
	AIP-14
	All
	0.0432
	0.2150

	Banyo Suburban Centre Improvement Project
	All rateable land in the region of the City coloured pink on map SR-28 in section 15.1
	OP-28
	AIP-28
	All
	0.0616
	0.3063

	Greenslopes Suburban Centre Improvement Project
	All rateable land in the region of the City coloured pink on map SR-29 in section 15.1
	OP-29
	AIP-29
	All
	0.1100
	0.5487

	St Lucia Suburban Centre Improvement Project
	All rateable land in the region of the City coloured pink on map SR-30 in section 15.1
	OP-30
	AIP-30
	All
	0.0832
	0.4144

	Kenmore Suburban Centre Improvement Project
	All rateable land in the region of the City coloured pink on map SR-31 in section 15.1
	OP-31
	AIP-31
	All
	0.1116
	0.5568

	Cannon Hill Suburban Centre Improvement Project
	All rateable land in the region of the City coloured pink on map SR-32 in section 15.1
	OP-32
	AIP-32
	All
	0.0516
	0.2568

	Graceville Suburban Centre Improvement Project
	All rateable land in the region of the City coloured pink on map SR-33 in section 15.1
	OP-33
	AIP-33
	All
	0.0696
	0.3477

	Alderley Suburban Centre Improvement Project
	All rateable land in the region of the City coloured pink on map SR-34 in section 15.1
	OP-34
	AIP-34
	All
	0.0772
	0.3843


7. Separate Rates

7.1
Environmental Management and Compliance Levy

(i) In the opinion of Council, all rateable land in the city has benefitted or will benefit from:

(i) the protection and enhancement of the natural environment by activities undertaken by Council including:

(A) monitoring and enforcement of compliance by others with environmental and planning legislation

(B) managing of environmental programs and initiatives and

(C) remediation of environmental problems e.g. protection of air quality, waterways, sediment control, landfill issues and effluent discharge

(ii) Council meeting its obligations under the Environmental Protection Act 1994.
(ii) A separate rate be made and levied for the financial year on all land in the city towards the costs of the activities and facilities.

(iii) Council considers that, it is appropriate that the separate rate shown in Table ‘D’, be made on the rateable value of all land in accordance with the Differential General Rating Categories.

(iv) The result of section 7.1(c) shall then be multiplied by the parity factor corresponding to the differential general rate category specified in section 4 and Table ‘B’ to derive the separate rates levied on an individual property.

Table ‘D’

	Category
	Description
	Differential separate rate (cents in the dollar)
	Minimum Differential separate rate 

	1
	Residential: Owner Occupied
	0.0130
	$37.60

	2a
	Commercial/Non-Residential – Group A
	0.0432
	$80.44

	2b
	Commercial/Non-Residential – Group B
	0.0453
	$3,649.84

	2c
	Commercial/Non-Residential – Group C
	0.0453
	$6,314.08

	Category
	Description
	Differential separate rate (cents in the dollar)
	Minimum Differential separate rate 

	2d
	Commercial/Non-Residential – Group D
	0.0203
	$80.48

	2e
	Commercial/Non-Residential – Group E
	0.0453
	$7,565.60

	2f
	Commercial/Non-Residential – Group F
	0.0453
	$3,757.40

	2g
	Commercial/Non-Residential – Group G
	0.0453
	$7,419.92

	2h
	Commercial/Non-Residential – Group H
	0.0453
	$9,644.92

	2i
	Commercial/Non-Residential – Group I
	0.0362
	$1,312.68

	2j
	Commercial/Non-Residential – Group J
	0.0453
	$5,469.32

	2k
	Commercial/Non-Residential – Group K
	0.0453
	$439.80

	2l
	Commercial/Non-Residential – Group L
	0.0459
	$80.44

	2m
	Commercial/Non-Residential – Group M
	0.0394
	$1,330.48

	3
	Rural
	0.0161
	$33.96

	4
	Multi-Residential
	0.0238
	$49.00

	5a
	Central Business District – Group A
	0.0636
	$103.76

	5b
	Central Business District – Group B
	0.0508
	$12,262.20

	5c
	Central Business District – Group C
	0.0446
	$13,374.36

	5d
	Central Business District – Group D
	0.0493
	$16,721.16

	5e
	Central Business District – Group E
	0.0396
	$20,061.56

	5f
	Central Business District – Group F
	0.0507
	$23,416.44

	5g
	Central Business District – Group G
	0.0664
	$26,748.72

	5h
	Central Business District – Group H
	0.0489
	$30,076.88

	5i
	Central Business District – Group I
	0.0719
	$33,127.00

	5j
	Central Business District – Group J
	0.0525
	$40,130.76

	5k
	Central Business District – Group K
	0.0836
	$48,270.84

	5l
	Central Business District – Group L
	0.0932
	$64,368.96

	5m
	Central Business District – Group M
	0.0699
	$70,456.32

	5n
	Central Business District – Group N
	0.0532
	$15,601.00

	5o
	Central Business District – Group O
	0.0769
	$72,642.00

	5p
	Central Business District – Group P
	0.0835
	$93,002.88

	5q
	Central Business District – Group Q
	0.0973
	$112,509.52

	5r
	Central Business District – Group R
	0.0978
	$111,631.84

	5s
	Central Business District – Group S
	0.0996
	$60,257.40

	5t
	Central Business District – Group T
	0.0953
	$40,915.68

	5u
	Central Business District – Group U
	0.0427
	$14,291.36

	5v
	Central Business District – Group V
	0.0519
	$27,778.60

	5w
	Central Business District – Group W
	0.0608
	$5,792.40

	6
	Other
	0.0447
	$80.44

	7
	Residential: Non-owner Occupied or Mixed Use
	0.0175
	$50.12

	8a
	Large Regional Shopping Centre – Group A
	0.0599
	$10,403.76

	8b
	Large Regional Shopping Centre – Group B
	0.0595
	$9,866.08

	8c
	Large Regional Shopping Centre – Group C
	0.0595
	$9,676.36

	8d
	Large Regional Shopping Centre – Group D
	0.0595
	$11,013.04

	Category
	Description
	Differential separate rate (cents in the dollar)
	Minimum Differential separate rate 

	8e
	Large Regional Shopping Centre – Group E
	0.0606
	$12,384.72

	8f
	Large Regional Shopping Centre – Group F
	0.0595
	$18,704.32

	8g
	Large Regional Shopping Centre – Group G
	0.0595
	$23,419.88

	8h
	Large Regional Shopping Centre – Group H
	0.0595
	$20,468.96

	8i
	Large Regional Shopping Centre – Group I
	0.0580
	$26,042.40

	8j
	Large Regional Shopping Centre – Group J
	0.0709
	$27,778.56

	8k
	Large Regional Shopping Centre – Group K
	0.0595
	$35,476.88

	9a
	Major Regional Shopping Centre – Group A
	0.0802
	$61,295.16

	9b
	Major Regional Shopping Centre – Group B
	0.0629
	$68,224.44

	9c
	Major Regional Shopping Centre – Group C
	0.0735
	$84,837.96

	9d
	Major Regional Shopping Centre – Group D
	0.0675
	$85,275.96

	10
	CTS – Residential: Owner occupied
	0.0139
	$37.60

	11a
	CTS – Commercial/Non-Residential – Group A
	0.0479
	$78.68

	11b
	CTS – Commercial/Non-Residential – Group B
	0.0493
	$80.16

	12
	CTS – Multi-Residential
	0.0291
	$49.12

	13
	CTS – Central Business District
	0.0580
	$102.84

	14
	CTS – Residential: Non-owner Occupied or Mixed Use
	0.0137
	$50.12

	15
	CTS – Minor Lot
	0.0510
	$39.68

	16
	CBD Frame Commercial/Non-Residential
	0.0478
	$87.80

	17
	CTS – CBD Frame Commercial/Non-Residential
	0.0495
	$86.52

	18
	Commercial/Non-Residential – Special Concession
	0.0204
	$86.24

	19
	CTS – Commercial/Non-Residential – Special Concession
	0.0045
	$86.24

	20
	Commercial/Non-Residential – Concession
	0.0070
	$80.44

	21a
	Drive-In Shopping Centre < 20,000m²
	0.0470
	$511.60

	21b
	Drive-In Shopping Centre 20,000m² to 25,000m²
	0.0523
	$1,509.84

	21c
	Drive-In Shopping Centre 25,001m² to 50,000m²
	0.0494
	$2,470.72

	21d
	Drive-In Shopping Centre > 50,000m²
	0.0510
	$7,189.48

	22a
	Retail Warehouse < 7,500m²
	0.0433
	$133.12

	22b
	Retail Warehouse 7,500m² to 20,000m²
	0.0444
	$1,011.44

	22c
	Retail Warehouse 20,001m² to 40,000m²
	0.0477
	$1,757.56

	22d
	Retail Warehouse 40,001m² to 90,000m²
	0.0414
	$5,278.88

	22e
	Retail Warehouse > 90,000m²
	0.0502
	$1,754.16


(v) Despite section 7.1(c), the minimum differential separate rate payable in respect of all benefitted land as determined under section 7.1(a) is that shown against its corresponding category in Table ‘D’ above with the exception of any land to which land use code 72 (Vacant Land) applies or which is otherwise exempt from minimum general rating under section 70(3) of the Regulation.

7.2
Bushland Preservation Levy – environment function

(a) In the opinion of Council all rateable land in the city has benefitted or will benefit from:

(i) the acquisition and protection of natural bushland or other areas in the city and the provision of facilities for public access to those areas and

(ii) the protection of other natural bushland areas in the city whether privately owned or otherwise and 

(iii) the preservation, restoration, rehabilitation, management and enhancement of the city’s environment undertaken or proposed to be undertaken by Council (“activities and facilities”).

(b) A separate rate be made and levied for the financial year on all land in the city towards the costs of the activities and facilities, except land where the owner has entered into a Voluntary Conservation Agreement or a Land for Wildlife Agreement with Council over all or part of that land.

(c) Council considers that, it is appropriate that the separate rate shown in Table ‘E’, be made on the rateable value of all land in accordance with the differential general rating categories.

(d) The result of section 7.2(c) shall then be multiplied by the parity factor corresponding to the differential general rate category specified in section 4 and Table ‘B’ to derive the separate rates levied on an individual property.

Table ‘E’
	Category
	Description
	Differential separate rate (cents in the dollar)
	Minimum Differential separate rate 

	1
	Residential: Owner occupied
	0.0092
	$26.36

	2a
	Commercial/Non-Residential – Group A
	0.0306
	$56.32

	2b
	Commercial/Non-Residential – Group B
	0.0317
	$2,554.88

	2c
	Commercial/Non-Residential – Group C
	0.0317
	$4,419.88

	2d
	Commercial/Non-Residential – Group D
	0.0144
	$56.36

	2e
	Commercial/Non-Residential – Group E
	0.0317
	$5,295.96

	2f
	Commercial/Non-Residential – Group F
	0.0317
	$2,630.20

	2g
	Commercial/Non-Residential – Group G
	0.0317
	$5,193.96

	2h
	Commercial/Non-Residential – Group H
	0.0317
	$6,751.44

	2i
	Commercial/Non-Residential – Group I
	0.0253
	$925.44

	2j
	Commercial/Non-Residential – Group J
	0.0317
	$3,828.56

	2k
	Commercial/Non-Residential – Group K
	0.0317
	$307.84

	2l
	Commercial/Non-Residential – Group L
	0.0324
	$56.32

	2m
	Commercial/Non-Residential – Group M
	0.0278
	$931.28

	3
	Rural
	0.0115
	$23.76

	4
	Multi-Residential
	0.0168
	$34.32

	5a
	Central Business District – Group A
	0.0448
	$72.64

	5b
	Central Business District – Group B
	0.0364
	$8,583.56

	5c
	Central Business District – Group C
	0.0312
	$9,362.08

	5d
	Central Business District – Group D
	0.0364
	$11,704.88

	5e
	Central Business District – Group E
	0.0331
	$14,043.08

	5f
	Central Business District – Group F
	0.0366
	$16,391.48

	5g
	Central Business District – Group G
	0.0493
	$18,724.12

	5h
	Central Business District – Group H
	0.0335
	$21,053.80

	5i
	Central Business District – Group I
	0.0507
	$23,188.92

	5j
	Central Business District – Group J
	0.0379
	$28,091.56

	5k
	Central Business District – Group K
	0.0590
	$33,789.60

	5l
	Central Business District – Group L
	0.0653
	$45,058.28

	5m
	Central Business District – Group M
	0.0490
	$49,319.40

	5n
	Central Business District – Group N
	0.0377
	$10,920.72

	Category
	Description
	Differential separate rate (cents in the dollar)
	Minimum Differential separate rate 

	5o
	Central Business District – Group O
	0.0593
	$50,849.44

	5p
	Central Business District – Group P
	0.0585
	$65,102.04

	5q
	Central Business District – Group Q
	0.0681
	$78,756.68

	5r
	Central Business District – Group R
	0.0684
	$78,142.24

	5s
	Central Business District – Group S
	0.0697
	$42,180.20

	5t
	Central Business District – Group T
	0.0668
	$28,640.96

	5u
	Central Business District – Group U
	0.0315
	$10,003.92

	5v
	Central Business District – Group V
	0.0371
	$19,445.00

	5w
	Central Business District – Group W
	0.0430
	$4,054.72

	6
	Other
	0.0316
	$56.32

	7
	Residential: Non-owner Occupied or Mixed Use
	0.0124
	$35.08

	8a
	Large Regional Shopping Centre – Group A
	0.0428
	$7,282.64

	8b
	Large Regional Shopping Centre – Group B
	0.0416
	$6,906.28

	8c
	Large Regional Shopping Centre – Group C
	0.0416
	$6,773.48

	8d
	Large Regional Shopping Centre – Group D
	0.0416
	$7,709.12

	8e
	Large Regional Shopping Centre – Group E
	0.0438
	$8,669.32

	8f
	Large Regional Shopping Centre – Group F
	0.0416
	$13,093.04

	8g
	Large Regional Shopping Centre – Group G
	0.0416
	$16,393.96

	8h
	Large Regional Shopping Centre – Group H
	0.0416
	$14,328.24

	8i
	Large Regional Shopping Centre – Group I
	0.0420
	$18,229.68

	8j
	Large Regional Shopping Centre – Group J
	0.0501
	$19,444.96

	8k
	Large Regional Shopping Centre – Group K
	0.0416
	$24,833.84

	9a
	Major Regional Shopping Centre – Group A
	0.0581
	$42,906.60

	9b
	Major Regional Shopping Centre – Group B
	0.0440
	$47,757.12

	9c
	Major Regional Shopping Centre – Group C
	0.0515
	$59,386.60

	9d
	Major Regional Shopping Centre – Group D
	0.0473
	$59,693.20

	10
	CTS – Residential: Owner occupied
	0.0096
	$26.36

	11a
	CTS – Commercial/Non-Residential – Group A
	0.0329
	$55.12

	11b
	CTS – Commercial/Non-Residential – Group B
	0.0347
	$56.16

	12
	CTS – Multi-Residential
	0.0208
	$34.40

	13
	CTS – Central Business District
	0.0406
	$72.00

	14
	CTS – Residential: Non-owner Occupied or Mixed Use
	0.0114
	$35.08

	15
	CTS – Minor Lot
	0.0367
	$27.72

	16
	CBD Frame Commercial/Non-Residential
	0.0336
	$61.48

	17
	CTS – CBD Frame Commercial/Non-Residential
	0.0350
	$60.52

	18
	Commercial/Non-Residential – Special Concession
	0.0145
	$60.36

	19
	CTS – Commercial/Non-Residential – Special Concession
	0.0033
	$60.36

	20
	Commercial/Non-Residential – Concessional
	0.0049
	$56.32

	21a
	Drive-In Shopping Centre < 20,000m²
	0.0332
	$358.16

	21b
	Drive-In Shopping Centre 20,000m² to 25,000m²
	0.0369
	$1,056.88

	21c
	Drive-In Shopping Centre 25,001m² to 50,000m²
	0.0349
	$1,729.52

	Category
	Description
	Differential separate rate (cents in the dollar)
	Minimum Differential separate rate 

	21d
	Drive-In Shopping Centre > 50,000m²
	0.0360
	$5,032.64

	22a
	Retail Warehouse < 7,500m²
	0.0307
	$93.20

	22b
	Retail Warehouse 7,500m² to 20,000m²
	0.0314
	$708.00

	22c
	Retail Warehouse 20,001m² to 40,000m²
	0.0337
	$1,230.32

	22d
	Retail Warehouse 40,001m² to 90,000m²
	0.0296
	$3,695.24

	22e
	Retail Warehouse > 90,000,²
	0.0351
	$1,227.92


(e) Despite section 7.2(c), the minimum differential separate rate payable in respect of all benefitted land as determined under section 7.2(a) is that shown against its corresponding category in Table ‘E’ above with the exception of any land to which land use code 72 (Vacant Land) applies or which is otherwise exempt from minimum general rating under section 70(3) of the Regulation.

8. Special Charges

8.1
Rural Fire Services Levy

(a) All rateable land in the part of the city coloured pink on maps “SC-1.1”,”SC-1.2” and “SC-1.3” in section 15.1 of this resolution, in the opinion of Council, has or will specifically benefit from, or has, or will have, special access to the service, facility or activity supplied or provided by the Rural Fire Services Levy undertaken [or proposed to be undertaken] by the respective rural fire brigades.

(b) The overall plans (OPC-1.1, OPC-1.2 and OPC-1.3) in section 15.1 of this resolution for the supply or provision of services, facilities or activities by the Rural Fire Services Levy and the associated annual implementation plans (AIPC-1.1, AIPC-1.2, AIPC-1.3) by the Rural Fire Brigade districts in section 15.2 of this resolution setting out the actions or processes that are to be carried out are adopted.

(c) It is determined that a special charge shall be made and levied for the financial year on rateable land identified above for or towards meeting the costs of the development of fire services in rural areas to provide adequate protection.

(d) The special charge on all such rateable land shown on map “SC-1.1” shall be $35.00.

(e) The special charge on all such rateable land shown on map “SC-1.2” shall be $30.00.

(f) The special charge on all such rateable land shown on map “SC-1.3” shall be $20.00.

9. Utility Charges

9.1
Waste Utility Charges

Under the Act, Council has the authority to levy utility charges relating to the provision of waste management, including recycling.

Additionally, under section 10D of the Health, Safety and Amenity Local Law 2009, Council may designate an area in which Council may conduct waste collection (a waste collection area). Council designates the city of Brisbane as defined by the Act as a waste collection area.

Waste Utility Charges are to be levied for the financial year on all improved premises within the waste collection area in accordance with the Waste Utility Charge Table.

A Waste Utility Charge includes the ongoing provision of Council waste management services, facilities and activities. These include, but are not limited to: general waste service provision, collection and disposal; street sweeping; litter collection; cleansing parks and footpaths; and provision of waste management facilities.

Commercial Waste Utility Charges are to be levied for the financial year on all non-residential improved premises within the waste collection area in accordance with the Waste Utility Charge Table. The Commercial Waste Utility Charge will be levied on a one to one basis with the base Waste Utility Charge. Any exemptions from or removals of Commercial Waste Utility Charges is at the discretion of the Manager.

An extra Waste Utility Charge or an extra Commercial Waste Utility Charge may be levied at improved premises where either:

(a) more than the standard collection amount is required to be collected during the standard collection period for that ongoing service or

(b) more than one collection service is required during the standard collection period for that ongoing service.

The terms standard collection amount and standard collection period are defined in Council’s Waste Management Technical Notes.

In addition to the Waste Utility Charge on all improved premises, an Additional Waste Utility Charge may be levied on premises to include additional services provided by Council that are not included in a standard Waste Utility Charge. Additional Waste Utility Charges and relevant Service Establishment Fees are outlined in the Waste Utility Charge Table. Currently, Council offers a Green Waste Recycling Service as an Additional Waste Utility Charge.

The Moreton Island Waste Utility Charge is a separate charge levied due to the complexity and difficulty of service provision on Moreton Island.

The supply of a particular collection service type such as Mobile Garbage Bins or Bulk Bins for any given premises is at the discretion of Council, based on the particulars of the location and premises in question. Council’s Manager, Waste and Resource Recovery Services will make such determinations where required. Council’s Waste Management Technical Notes provide detail on how such discretion may be exercised.

Waste Utility Charge Table

	Service Category
	Charge per
Service

	Standard Waste Utility Charges
	 

	Waste Utility Charge
	$350.92

	Extra Waste Utility Charge
	$350.92

	Moreton Island Waste Utility Charge
	$444.92

	Commercial Waste Utility Charge
	$60.00

	Extra Commercial Waste Utility Charge
	$60.00

	Additional Waste Utility Charges 
	 

	Additional Waste Utility Charge – Green Waste Recycling Service
	$86.04


Alteration of Waste Utility Charges

(a) Where a request for an alteration of the number of Waste Utility Charges represents a permanent change, the charges will be pro-rated for that period from the waste management service charges effective date.  Where a request for an alteration is not going to be permanent, there will be a minimum period of 90 days when an alteration to the number of charges will be effective, even if the physical change is less than that.

(b) Where Waste Utility Charges are altered for reasons such as improved premises being erected, destroyed, removed or demolished during the financial year, these charges commence from the waste management service charges effective date.

(c) For an improved premises existing at the commencement of the financial year which has not been previously assessed, the estimated number of services shall for all purposes be a number determined by the Manager, and the Waste Utility Charges shall be payable in respect of the whole of the year unless the Manager otherwise determines.

(d) For instances where it may be shown that the number of services recorded in respect of any improved premises is erroneous, the correct number shall be substituted and the Waste Utility Charges shall be adjusted accordingly for a period not exceeding 12-months or such time to be determined by the Manager.

Withdrawal of Waste Utility Charges for unoccupied premises

i. Council may temporarily withdraw the charging of Waste Utility Charges for any unoccupied improved premises provided:

(i) the improved premises is completely unoccupied for a period of not less than two consecutive rating quarters (six months) and

(ii) the owner of the improved premises provides written and signed notification to Council that the premises is or will be unoccupied at least 30 days before the commencement of a rating quarter.

ii. Where the improved premises is anticipated to remain unoccupied for a subsequent period of not less than two rating quarters (another six months), a fresh written and signed notification must be provided to Council at least 30 days before the expiration of the prior period.
iii. The owner must notify Council in writing immediately upon the occupation of the improved premises, providing the date on which occupancy recommenced.

iv. Waste Utility Charges will continue to be applied to the quarterly rate accounts until the owner notifies Council that the improved premises is again occupied. Upon this notification a retrospective credit of Waste Utility Charges for the period the improved premises was unoccupied will be raised against the rate account and be offset against charges for the rating quarter following such notification.

v. Calculation of any credit of Waste Utility Charges will only commence from the rating quarter following receipt of the owner’s notification or the commencement date of vacancy, whichever is the later.

vi. Waste Utility Charges will be automatically reinstated at the end of two rating quarters (six months) unless written and signed notification has been provided by the owner seeking a continuation of the suspension within the time specified in subparagraph (b) above. Notifications not received within the 30 days prior to the commencement of a rating quarter may not be processed from the ensuing rating quarter. In these cases, suspension of the Waste Utility Charge may commence from the subsequent rating quarter.

vii. Despite subparagraph (d) above, at the discretion of the Manager, charges may be retrospectively credited at the end of each rating quarter, (or such other interval as deemed appropriate) that the premises remains unoccupied beyond the initial two consecutive rating quarter periods.

10. General Charges

10.1
Fees and Charges

Pursuant to the powers of Council conferred by Queensland legislation and Council’s local laws, the fees, dues and general charges as set out in the “Schedule of Fees and Charges 2020-21” and “Register of Cost‑Recovery Fees” are determined and adopted for the financial year. The fees and charges in this budget represent the fees and charges set by Council at the date of the Budget Resolution. Council may alter any of the fees and charges in this budget by resolution at any time prior to the next Budget Resolution.

11. Terms and Conditions

11.1
Rates and charges paid by installments

In accordance with section 96 of the Regulation, all differential general rates, separate rates, separate charges, special rates, special charges and utility charges are to be levied upon a rate account issued in relation to a quarter of the financial year. Adjustments in respect of rates and charges appearing on the rate account may be made from the date of effect of any such change.

11.2 
Discount on differential general rates

(a) In accordance with section 122 of the Regulation, Council may decide to allow a discount for payment of rates or charges before the end of the discount period.

(b) For all properties included in categories 1 or 10 determined under section 4(b), differential general rates, whether a quarterly instalment or otherwise for the financial year, will be reduced by a fixed amount of $60 per annum.

(c) In the case where differential general rates are less than the discount determined under section 11.2(b) per annum, the differential general rates payable will be nil.

(d) The discount applies only if the entire amount due on the rate account inclusive of all arrears of rates, utility charges, separate charges, separate rates, special charges, special rates and all interest which has accrued on any arrears to the date of payment, but excluding any general charges has been paid before the end of the discount period.

(e) The discount period is 30 days after the date of issue of the rates notice.

11.3
Interest on overdue rates or charges

If the full amount of a rate or charge is not paid to Council within 30 days after the date of issue of the notice by which the rate or charge is levied, interest is payable on the overdue amount from the day the rates or charges become overdue.

Interest is calculated at an annual rate of 8.53 per centum (compounding daily).

11.4
Goods and Services Tax (GST)

Where GST is applicable, all rates, charges and/or fees that are subject to GST are deemed to be increased by the amount of any such GST.

12. Concessions

12.1 
Partial rebate of rates and charges for eligible pensioners

In accordance with Council’s Partial Rebate of Rates and Charges (Pensioners) Policy, (the Pensioner Policy), the following percentages and maximum rebates will apply for the 2020-21 financial year. Rebates are granted on a pro-rata basis of entitlement and ownership.

12.1.1
Pensioners receiving the maximum rate of qualifying pension

A 100% rebate for Group 3 rates and charges and a 40% rebate for Group 1 rates and charges to a maximum of $1,066.00 per annum of:

(a) General rates (post application of rate capping) and

(b) Environment Management and Compliance Levy and

(c) Bushland Preservation Levy and

(d) Waste Utility charges 

and

For pensioner owners eligible for a rebate of Group 2 rates and charges under section 8 of the Pensioner Policy:

A 40% rebate to a maximum of $300.00 per annum against the sum of items (a) – (d) above.

12.1.2
Pensioners receiving less than the maximum rate of qualifying pension

A 100% rebate for Group 3 rates and charges and a 20% rebate for Group 1 rates and charges to a maximum of $498.00 per annum of:

(a) General rates (post application of rate capping) and

(b) Environment Management and Compliance Levy and

(c) Bushland Preservation Levy and

(d) Waste Utility charges 

and

For pensioner owners eligible for a rebate of Group 2 rates and charges under section 8 of the Pensioner Policy:

A 20% rebate to a maximum of $150.00 per annum against the sum of items (a) – (d) above.

12.2
Rebate of rates and charges for First Home Owners

In accordance with Council’s Partial Rebate of Rates and Charges (First Home Owners) Policy, the following percentages and maximum rebate will apply for the 2020-21 financial year. 

12.2.1
First home owners who buy a new home or an established home or build a new home from 1 July 2020 

A 50% rebate will be granted to a maximum of $1,000 over a 12-month period from the transfer date or the build completion date (whichever is the later date) of the property to the owner of:

(a) General rates (post application of rate capping) and

(b) Environment Management and Compliance Levy and

(c) Bushland Preservation Levy and

(d) Waste Utility charges. 

12.2.2
First home owners who buy or build a new home from 1 October 2020

A 100% rebate will be granted to a maximum of $2,000 over a 12-month period from the build completion date of the property to the owner of:

(a) General rates (post application of rate capping) and

(b) Environment Management and Compliance Levy and

(c) Bushland Preservation Levy and

(d) Waste Utility charges. 

12.3
Partial rebate of general rates for certain Not-for-Profit Organisations

In accordance with Council’s Partial Rebate of general rates (Not-for-profit Organisations) Policy, eligible not-for-profit organisations may be eligible for a partial rebate of general rates (post application of rate capping) of 50%.
12.4
Partial rebate of rates and charges in response to COVID-19

In accordance with Council’s Partial Rebate of Rates and Charges (Response to COVID-19) Policy, all rates and charges for rateable land will be capped to the amount of rates and charges calculated and payable for each rateable land for the fourth rating quarter of 2019-2020 financial year.

The concession is effective from 1 July 2020 until 30 December 2020 (the first and second rating quarters for the 2020-21 financial year) and will apply to:

(a)
General rates (post application of rate capping) and

(b)
Special rates and

(c)
Separate rates and

(d)
Special charges and

(e)
Waste Utility charges.

12.5
Partial rebate of Rates and Charges for eligible ratepayers receiving JobSeeker payments

In accordance with Council’s Partial Rebate of Rates and Charges (JobSeeker) Policy, owner-occupied ratepayers who are unemployed and receiving the JobSeeker allowance from the Australian Government during the 2020-21 financial year may be eligible for a partial rebate of $250.00 as a one-off credit applied to their rate account.

13. Commonwealth Lands

Charges to be made as per agreement from time to time with the Commonwealth Government.
14. Dictionary

	Act
	means the City of Brisbane Act 2010.

	CBD
	means property contained within the boundary line shown on the CBD Differential Rating Boundary Map in section 15.4.

	CBD Frame
	means property contained wholly within the boundary lines shown on the CBD Frame Differential Rating Boundary Map in section 15.5.

	Community titles scheme
	means premises situated on land in respect of which a Community Titles Scheme or Layered Community Titles Scheme has been and remains registered pursuant to the Body Corporate and Community Management Act 1997.

	Dwelling house
	means a building that is used or is adapted to be used for principal residential purposes, mixed residential purposes or secondary residential purposes.

	Dwelling unit
	means a room or group of rooms that is used or is adapted to be used for principal residential purposes, mixed residential purposes or secondary residential purposes.

	Financial year
	means the financial year commencing on 1 July 2020 and ending on 30 June 2021.

	Improved premises
	means premises that comprise, or upon which is constructed a building, buildings or other improvement. It does not include land upon which the sole improvement is an outbuilding or other minor structure not designed or used for human habitation or occupation.

	Land use codes
	means those land use codes approved by Brisbane City Council effective 1 July 2020.

	Local government purposes
	means activities conducted by a local authority for the provision of services, administration, management, development, welfare, benefit or enjoyment to its residents.

	Manager
	means the Divisional Manager, Executive Manager or Manager of the relevant Unit or Sub-unit of Administration of Brisbane City Council which is responsible for the relevant transaction or activity governed by the Budget.

	Mixed residential purposes
	means residential premises from which a resident owner or an occupier conducts a non-residential or commercial activity, and that activity conforms to but does not exceed the conditions set out in column 3 of the table at section 15.6.
This specifically does not include:

(a) owners or occupiers who may work from home and are either self‑employed or working from home for their employer either permanently or temporarily, unless any such activity:

(i) either:

A. involves the sale, manufacture or provision of goods or services on site or

B. is the place of employment of any other person/s other than the owner or occupier or

C. involves the reception of customers to view, purchase or consult on any such goods or services on site and

(ii) the activity does not exceed the conditions set out in column 2 of the table at section 15.6 or
(b) owners or occupiers who are engaged in a hobby or past-time that does involve the sale, manufacture or provision of goods or services

and/or the reception of customers to view, purchase or consult on any such goods or services on site, including low-key, kerb-side sales and stalls, provided any such activity does not exceed the conditions set out in column 2 of the table at section 15.6.
Any residential premises that exceeds the conditions set out in column 2 but does not exceed the conditions set out in column 3 of the table at section 15.6 will be deemed to be mixed residential purposes.

	Multiple dwelling
	means a property which:

(a) contains more than one self-contained dwelling house/unit, either detached, semi-detached or integrated, whether for use by the same family or by unrelated occupants with the exception of:

(i) self-contained accommodation, either detached, semi-detached or integrated, for the care and shelter of an aged or infirm family member of the occupant/s and which has a gross floor area not exceeding the limitation for a secondary dwelling as set out in the Brisbane City Plan 2014 (Part 9 ‘Dwelling house code’ and/or ‘Dwelling house (small lot) code’ Acceptable Outcomes AO1.1 and AO1.2) or

(ii) a Hotel, Motel/Motor Inn/Motor Lodge or Residential Aged Care Facility or

(iii) ‘Bed & Breakfast’ or ‘Home-stay’ type accommodation which meets the Performance Outcomes and Acceptable Outcomes of the ‘Home based business code’ under part 9 of Brisbane City Plan 2014 or

(iv) a property that otherwise meets the definition of principal residential purposes, mixed residential purposes, secondary residential purposes or owner-occupied multi-residential (single family) or

(b) comprises a single self-contained dwelling house/unit that exceeds the occupancy standards set under Acceptable Outcome AO1.1 of the ‘Dwelling house code’ and/or the ‘Dwelling house (small lot) code’ Part 9, of Brisbane City Plan 2014 as at the date of adoption of this resolution.

In determining whether a property meets this definition, consideration may be given, but not restricted to:

(a) the existence of separate or multiple:

· kitchens/food preparation areas (identified by the presence of a stove and/or oven) or

· metered water, electricity or gas supplies or

· waste collection services or

· mail boxes or

· displayed house/unit numbers or 

· pedestrian or vehicular entrances or

(b) the existence of dividing walls that prohibit free internal access from one living unit to another; or

(c) the number of occupants’ resident at the property.

	Non-residential purpose(s)
	means all land that does not conform to the definition of principal residential purposes, mixed residential purposes or secondary residential purposes.

	Owner(s)
	means for purposes of the Differential General Rating Table and associated provisions means:

(a) the ‘registered proprietor’ of the land or

(b) a resident Life Tenant, nominated as such by the terms of a will or Family/Supreme Court Order, and having been specifically given responsibility for payment of all rates and charges or

(c) a resident lessee of an Auction Perpetual Lease, the terms of any such lease must provide for the lessee to be responsible for the payment of rates and charges and the lessee must be granted title to the land in fee simple at the conclusion of the lease or 

(d) a resident under a special disability trust.

	Owner occupied multi-residential (single family)
	means a property which by its physical attributes would otherwise constitute a multiple dwelling but:

(a) is held in private ownership and

(b) lawfully comprises no more than two single unit dwellings, one of which is the principal place of residence of the owner and the other is occupied by a family member/s of the owner and 

(c) is not subject to a residential tenancy agreement between the owner and the family member/s occupying any secondary dwelling house/unit.

In the case of multiple owners, each dwelling may be occupied by an owner of the property.

For the purpose of this definition of a family member is limited to a child, grandchild, parent, grandparent, sibling or spouse of the owner.

A property will meet this definition only by written application to and approval by Council that it complies with the criteria above.

	Predominant use
	means the single use, or in the case of multiple usages the main use, for which in the opinion of Council the property is being used or could potentially be used by virtue of improvements or activities conducted upon the property. Council may form this opinion by examination of the visual, spatial and economic aspects of the use, these terms being defined herein, and/or where appropriate, the assessment criteria contained within the table at section 15.6.

	Premises
	means:

(a) the whole or any part of any building, structure, or land and

(b) any construction works whether on private land, Crown land, Council land or any public place.

	Principal place of residence
	means a single dwelling house or dwelling unit that is the place of residence at which at least one person who constitutes the owner(s) of the land predominantly resides. In establishing principal place of residence, Council may consider, but not limited to the owner’s declared address for electoral, taxation, government social security or national health registration purposes, or any other form of evidence deemed acceptable by Council.

Residential premises which have not, in the opinion of Council met these criteria will be deemed a secondary residence.

The following cases specifically do not comply with the definition of a principal place of residence, namely a single dwelling house or dwelling unit that is:

(a) not occupied by at least one person/s who constitute the owner(s), but occupied by any other person/s, whether in return for rent or remuneration or not, including members of the owner’s family or
(b) vacant, whether permanently or temporarily (for more than 120 days of the financial year), including for the purposes of renovation or redevelopment, except in the case where:

(i) premises being renovated remains the registered principal place of residence for the purposes specified above and that the owner(s) do not own any other property which they claim to be their principal place of residence or

(ii) a property is vacant for a period longer than 120 contiguous days of the financial year due to the owner(s) absence on an extended holiday, provided that the property remains completely vacant for the entire period of their absence or

(c) premises fully or partially held in other than private ownership.  

Such instances will be regarded as being secondary residential purposes.

	Principal residential purpose(s)
	means the purpose of a use of a dwelling house or dwelling unit where that purpose is solely for a principal place of residence not containing any improvements of a non-residential nature nor comprising any non-residential or commercial activity unless such improvements or activity is limited to:

(a) self-contained accommodation, either detached, semi-detached or integrated, for the care and shelter of an aged or infirm family member of the occupant/s. The gross floor area of any such self-contained accommodation is not to exceed the limitation for a secondary dwelling as set out in the Brisbane City Plan 2014 (Part 9 ‘Dwelling house code’ and/or ‘Dwelling house (small lot) code’, Acceptable Outcomes AO1.1 and AO1.2) or

(b) the owner(s) working from home being either self-employed or working for their employer either permanently or temporarily, unless any such activity conforms with and does not exceed the conditions set out in column 2 of the table shown in section 15.6 or

(c) engaging in a hobby or past-time that involves the sale, manufacture or provision of goods or services and/or the reception of customers to view, purchase or consult on any such goods or services on site, including low‑key, kerb-side sales and stalls, provided any such activity conforms with and does not exceed the conditions set out in column 2 of the table shown in section 15.6.

Land meeting the definition and requirements of owner-occupied multi‑residential (single family) shall be deemed to be used for principal residential purpose(s).

	Private ownership
	means land, the certificate of title of which is in the name of an individual or more than one individual and excludes land owned or partially owned by companies, trusts, organisations or any other entity other than an individual. This is regardless of whether the land is occupied as a residence by a shareholder or even the sole shareholder of that company, trust, organisation or entity.

Private ownership includes land occupied as the principal place of residence by a life tenant with specific responsibility for the payment of rates and charges.

	Property
	means a parcel or parcels of land recorded together within Council’s systems for rating and charging purposes.

	Public worship
	for the purposes of this resolution and to avoid misunderstanding, public worship is defined as follows:

(i) worship which is conducted within the concept of “open doors” so that members of the public who are not regular congregation members of the particular religious institution may, without impediment or condition, gain access to and participate in such worship alongside the regular congregation members and

(ii) worship to which members of the public are actively invited to attend by means of signage located at each of the public entrances to the land. Such signage must include an unambiguous and open invitation to members of the public to worship as well as a statement as to relevant worship times (referrals to obtain worship times are not acceptable in lieu of advertised times) and such signage to be printed in a style that is clearly legible from outside the boundaries of the land and

(iii) worship which is not pre-conditioned upon advance notice of any description and which is not pre-conditioned upon the recommendation or approval of another congregation member or by the completion of any precursory instruction or induction.

	Rateable land
	has the meaning given by section 95 of the Act.

	Rateable value
	means, pursuant to section 3 of this resolution, the land value upon which general, separate and special rates are based.

	Rating quarter
	means, in relation to a financial year, means a part of the year of a period of three months commencing on 1 July, 1 October, 1 January or 1 April in that year.

	Regulation
	means, the City of Brisbane Regulation 2012.

	Religious institution
	means an institution that is:

(a) a recognised denomination by the Commonwealth under the terms of section 26 of the Marriage Act 1961 (Cth) being proclaimed by the Governor-General as a religious body or a religious organisation for the purposes of the Marriage Act 1961 (Cth) or

(b) an exempt institution (of a religious nature, or a religious body) under section 545(1) of the Duties Act 2001 or

(c) registered as a charity under the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission Act 2012 (Cth) as the subtype of entity mentioned in column 2 of item 3 of the table in section 25-5(5) of the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission Act 2012 (Cth).

This institution would be established in accordance with the Australian Taxation Office’s definition of a ‘religious institution’ as stated in the Taxation Ruling ’92/17’ or any subsequent ruling or legislation that amends or further articulates this definition for Federal taxation purposes.

	Residential purpose(s)
	means land that is in, or if it were categorised would be in category 1, 7, 10 or 14 of the Differential General Rating Table set out in section 4(b) of this resolution.

Any residential premises that exceeds the ‘Assessment Criteria’ for both of category 1, 7, 10 or 14 (columns 2 and 3) of the Differential General Rating Table shown in section 15.6 is deemed to be non-residential purposes.

	Retirement facility
	has the same meaning as given to ‘retirement facility’ under schedule 1 of Brisbane City Plan 2014, and unless owned and operated by a religious institution, is registered as such with the Department of Justice and Attorney General. 

	Secondary residence/ secondary residential purposes
	means a single dwelling house or dwelling unit that:

(a) is used solely for the purposes of a place of residence of one family and

(b) is not the principal place of residence of at least one person who constitutes the owner and

(c) does not contain any improvements of a non-residential nature or comprising any non-residential or commercial activity unless such improvements or activity is limited to:

(i) self-contained accommodation, either detached, semi-detached or integrated, for the care and shelter of an aged or infirm family member of the occupant/s. The gross floor area of any such self‑contained accommodation is not to exceed the limitation for a secondary dwelling as set out in the Brisbane City Plan 2014 (Part 9 ‘Dwelling house code’ and/or ‘Dwelling house (small lot) code’, Acceptable Outcomes AO1.1 and AO1.2) or

(ii) the occupier/s working from home being either self-employed or working for their employer either permanently or temporarily, unless any such activity conforms with and does not exceed the conditions set out in column 2 of the table in section 15.6 or

(iii) engaging in a hobby or past-time that involves the sale, manufacture or provision of goods or services and/or the reception of customers to view, purchase or consult on any such goods or services on site, including low-key, kerb-side sales and stalls, provided any such activity conforms with and does not exceed the conditions set out in column 2 of the table in section 15.6.

The definition includes:

(a) vacant display homes, providing they are not being utilised as a sales or site office and

(b) those instances deemed to be a secondary residence by the definition of principal place of residence and those instances set out in the second paragraph of the definition of a principal place of residence.

	Special disability trust
	means a trust approved by the courts to protect the interests of a deemed vulnerable owner-occupier. These are established by consent with the pensioner’s attorney, guardian, primary carer or even the state Office of the Adult Guardian. These trusts must comply with the Social Security Act, 1991 (Cth) Part 3.18A – financial provision for certain people with disabilities (Special Disability Trust).

	Vacant land
	means land devoid of buildings or structures with the exception of outbuildings or other minor structures not designed or used for human habitation or occupation. It does not apply to land that is used for car parking or in conjunction with any commercial activity e.g. heavy vehicle or machinery parking, outdoor storage areas, assembly areas or rural activities such as cultivation, grazing or agistment.

	Visual, spatial and economic
	attributes defined separately below pertaining to the usage of land and used in determining the level of non-residential activity being conducted on the premises for differential rating categorisation purposes, or the nature of any activity conducted on the premises for general rate exemption determination. These attributes may be considered in conjunction with the assessment criteria described in the table in section 15.6.

Each attribute is defined as follows:

(a) Visual: The visual impact any non-residential activity may have on the amenity and/or character of the neighbouring area. In measuring this characteristic, consideration would be given, but not restricted, to attributes such as signage, provision of car parking, increased traffic volume and the degree to which the premises differs visually from its neighbouring properties because of its non-residential activity.

(b) Spatial: The proportion of the total land or building area which is dedicated to the carrying out of a non-residential activity. 
(c) Economic: The actual or potential economic benefit of an activity conducted on the land in terms of the financial gain or saving to the owner or occupant.

For differential rating categorisation purposes, a property is determined to be used for non-residential purposes where, in the opinion of Council, one or more of the preceding attributes indicate a level of non-residential activity which distinguishes the property from a solely residential purpose.

For determination of general rate exemption qualification, these attributes may be used to evaluate whether the predominant use for which the applicant property is being utilised conforms to the exemption criteria.

	Waste collection area
	means an area defined in section 9.1 of this resolution and serviced by Council or its contractor for the collection and disposal of waste.

	Waste management service
	means waste management services, facilities and activities provided by Council. These include, but are not limited to: general waste service provision, collection and disposal, street sweeping, litter collection, cleansing parks and footpaths, and provision of waste management facilities.

	Waste utility charge
	means a utility charge applicable to all improved premises for the provision of Council waste management services, facilities and activities.

	Waste utility service charges effective date
	means the date of a change request, order or adjustment of the waste utility charge.


15. Appendices

15.1
Special Rates and Charges – Overall Plans

OP-1











Overall Plan












Queen Street Mall

In the opinion of Council all Rateable Land in the part of the City coloured pink, orange or green on the map “SR-01” will benefit from:

· the provision of the works for, and/or works for access to and

· operational services including marketing, maintenance, cleaning, security and gardening for

the Queen Street Mall, undertaken or proposed to be undertaken by, or on behalf of Council (“the works, service and activities”).

A special rate will be made and levied on the rateable value of the rateable land coloured pink, orange or green on the map “SR-01”, for or towards meeting the costs of the works, services and activities.

Council will review the necessity and the level of the charge on an annual basis upon receipt of a projected budget from the Queen Street Mall Advisory Committee.

The estimated cost of the works, service and activities for the financial year 2020-21 is estimated at $9,410,173.

The estimated time of carrying out the overall plan is one-year, commencing 1 July 2020 and ending on 30 June 2021.

Any unspent funds remaining at the end of the period may be transferred to a subsequent similar plan, if any.

The special rate for the Queen Street Mall was first adopted by Resolution of Council at the Budget Meeting for the Financial Year 1982-83.
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Chinatown and Valley Malls

In the opinion of Council all Rateable Land in the part of the City coloured pink, orange or green on the map “SR​‑02” will benefit from:

· the provision of the works for, and/or works for access to and

· operational services including marketing, maintenance, cleaning, security and gardening for

the Chinatown and Valley Malls, undertaken or proposed to be undertaken by, or on behalf of Council (“the works, service and activities”).

A special rate will be made and levied on the rateable value of the rateable land coloured pink, orange or green on the map “SR‑02”, for or towards meeting the costs of the works, services and activities.

Council will review the necessity and the level of the charge on an annual basis upon receipt of a projected budget from the Chinatown/Valley Malls Advisory Committee.

The estimated cost of the works, service and activities for the financial year 2020-21 is estimated at $1,721,356.

The estimated time of carrying out the overall plan is one-year, commencing 1 July 2020 and ending on 30 June 2021.

Any unspent funds remaining at the end of the period may be transferred to a subsequent similar plan, if any.

The special rate for the Chinatown/Valley Mall was first adopted by Resolution of Council at the Budget Meeting for the Financial Year 1986-87.
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(Note: OP-3 to OP-13 not used)

OP-14









Overall Plan








Manly Living Village Development

In the opinion of Council all Rateable Land used for Non-Residential Purposes in the part of the City coloured pink on the map “SR-14” will benefit from funds to be used for coordination activities, marketing and communication strategies, including marketing and advertising campaigns, promotions and events, education, surveys, public relations and other business development activities undertaken or proposed to be undertaken by or on behalf of Council (the “scheme”). The object of the scheme is to provide a special benefit to the rateable land by promoting and encouraging business development.

A special rate will be made and levied on the rateable value of the rateable land coloured pink on map “SR‑14”, for meeting the costs of the scheme.

The estimated cost of the scheme is $50,000 per financial year.

The estimated time of carrying out the overall plan is one-year, commencing 1 July 2020 and ending on 30 June 2021.

The money received from the levy will be transferred to the Manly Chamber of Commerce, which will expend the money in accordance with a funding agreement.

The special rate for the Manly Living Village Development was first adopted by Resolution of Council at the Budget Meeting for the Financial Year 2011-12.
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(Note: OP-15 to OP-27 not used)
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Overall Plan








Banyo Suburban Centre Improvement Project

In the opinion of Council all Rateable Land in the part of the City coloured pink on the map “SR-28” will benefit from:

· the provision of improvements to the public street scape, environments, including the provision of new footpaths, street trees, garden beds, public artwork, street furniture, pedestrian lighting and the like for and

· the management, cleaning, operating, promoting and developing of

the Banyo Suburban Centre Improvement Project undertaken or proposed to be undertaken by, or on behalf of Council (“the works, service or activities”).

A special rate will be made and levied on the rateable value of the rateable land marked pink on map “SR‑28”, for or towards meeting the costs of the works, service or activities.

The estimated cost of the works, service or activities was $1,625,000. The project will be funded by a special charge in the defined benefited area covering approximately 22% of the cost ($352,900) with the remaining 78% funded from General Rates.

The charge will be levied over a 10-year period commencing financial year 2011-12 and concluding on 30 June 2021. The works, service or activities were completed prior to the commencement of the levy.

The special rate for the Banyo Suburban Centre Improvement Project was first adopted by Resolution of Council at the Budget Meeting for the Financial Year 2011-12.
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Greenslopes Suburban Centre Improvement Project

In the opinion of Council all Rateable Land in the part of the City coloured pink on the map “SR-29” will benefit from:

· the provision of improvements to the public street scape environments, including the provision of new footpaths, street trees, garden beds, public artwork, street furniture, pedestrian lighting and the like for and

· the management, cleaning, operating, promoting and developing of

the Greenslopes Suburban Centre Improvement Project undertaken or proposed to be undertaken by, or on behalf of Council (“the works, service or activities”).

A special rate will be made and levied on the rateable value of the rateable land marked pink on map “SR‑29”, for or towards meeting the costs of the works, service or activities.

The estimated cost of the works, service or activities was $2,250,000. The project will be funded by a special charge in the defined benefited area covering approximately 30% of the cost ($675,000) with the remaining 70% funded from General Rates.

The charge will be levied over a 10-year period commencing financial year 2012-13 and concluding on 30 June 2022.  The works, service or activities were completed prior to the commencement of the levy.

The special rate for the Greenslopes Suburban Centre Improvement Project was first adopted by Resolution of Council at the Budget Meeting for the Financial Year 2012-13.
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St Lucia Suburban Centre Improvement Project

In the opinion of Council all Rateable Land in the part of the City coloured pink on the map “SR-30” will benefit from:

· the provision of improvements to the public street scape environments, including the provision of new footpaths, street trees, garden beds, public artwork, street furniture, pedestrian lighting and the like for and 

· the management, cleaning, operating, promoting and developing of

the St Lucia Suburban Centre Improvement Project undertaken or proposed to be undertaken by, or on behalf of Council (“the works, service or activities”).

A special rate will be made and levied on the rateable value of the rateable land marked pink on map “SR‑30”, for or towards meeting the costs of the works, service or activities.

The estimated cost of the works, service or activities was $2,500,000. The project will be funded by a special charge in the defined benefited area covering approximately 15% of the cost ($375,000) with the remaining 85% funded from General Rates.

The charge will be levied over a 10-year period commencing financial year 2014-15 and concluding on 30 June 2024. The works, service or activities were completed prior to the commencement of the levy.

The special rate for the St Lucia Suburban Centre Improvement Project was first adopted by Resolution of Council at the Budget Meeting for the Financial Year 2014-15.
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Kenmore Suburban Centre Improvement Project

In the opinion of Council all Rateable Land in the part of the City coloured pink on the map “SR-31” will benefit from:

· the provision of improvements to the public street scape environments, including the provision of new footpaths, street trees, garden beds, public artwork, street furniture, pedestrian lighting and the like for and

· the management, cleaning, operating, promoting and developing of

the Kenmore Suburban Centre Improvement Project undertaken or proposed to be undertaken by, or on behalf of Council (“the works, service or activities”).

A special rate will be made and levied on the rateable value of the rateable land marked pink on map “SR‑31”, for or towards meeting the costs of the works, service or activities.

The estimated cost of the works, service or activities was $3,000,000. The project will be funded by a special charge in the defined benefited area covering approximately 25% of the cost ($750,000) with the remaining 75% funded from General Rates.

The charge will be levied over a 10-year period commencing financial year 2015-16 and concluding on 30 June 2025. The works, service or activities were completed prior to the commencement of the levy.

The special rate for the Kenmore Suburban Centre Improvement Project was first adopted by Resolution of Council at the Budget Meeting for the Financial Year 2015-16.
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Cannon Hill Suburban Centre Improvement Project

In the opinion of Council all Rateable Land in the part of the City coloured pink on the map “SR-32” will benefit from:

· the provision of improvements to the public street scape environments, including the provision of new footpaths, street trees, garden beds, public artwork, street furniture, pedestrian lighting and the like for and

· the management, cleaning, operating, promoting and developing of

the Cannon Hill Suburban Centre Improvement Project undertaken or proposed to be undertaken by, or on behalf of Council (“the works, service or activities”).

A special rate will be made and levied on the rateable value of the rateable land marked pink on map “SR‑32”, for or towards meeting the costs of the works, service or activities.

The estimated cost of the works, service or activities was $2,500,000. The project will be funded by a special charge in the defined benefited area covering approximately 10% of the cost ($250,000) with the remaining 90% funded from General Rates.

The charge will be levied over a 10-year period commencing financial year 2015-16 and concluding on 30 June 2025. The works, service or activities were completed prior to the commencement of the levy.

The special rate for the Cannon Hill Suburban Centre Improvement Project was first adopted by Resolution of Council at the Budget Meeting for the Financial Year 2015-16.
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Graceville Suburban Centre Improvement Project

In the opinion of Council all Rateable Land in the part of the City coloured pink on the map “SR-33” will benefit from:

· the provision of improvements to the public street scape environments, including the provision of new footpaths, street trees, garden beds, public artwork, street furniture, pedestrian lighting and the like for and

· the management, cleaning, operating, promoting and developing of

the Graceville Suburban Centre Improvement Project undertaken or proposed to be undertaken by, or on behalf of Council (“the works, service or activities”).

A special rate will be made and levied on the rateable value of the rateable land marked pink on map “SR‑33”, for or towards meeting the costs of the works, service or activities.

The estimated cost of the works, service or activities was $3,750,000. The project will be funded by a special charge in the defined benefited area covering approximately 10% of the cost ($375,000) with the remaining 90% funded from General Rates.

The charge will be levied over a 10-year period commencing financial year 2016-17 and concluding on 30 June 2026. The works, service or activities were completed prior to the commencement of the levy.

The special rate for the Graceville Suburban Centre Improvement Project was first adopted by Resolution of Council at the Budget Meeting for the Financial Year 2016-17.
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Alderley Suburban Centre Improvement Project

In the opinion of Council all Rateable Land in the part of the City coloured pink on the map “SR-34” will benefit from:

· the provision of improvements to the public street scape environments, including the provision of new footpaths, street trees, garden beds, public artwork, street furniture, pedestrian lighting and the like for and

· the management, cleaning, operating, promoting and developing of

the Alderley Suburban Centre Improvement Project undertaken or proposed to be undertaken by, or on behalf of Council (“the works, service or activities”).

A special rate will be made and levied on the rateable value of the rateable land marked pink on map “SR‑34”, for or towards meeting the costs of the works, service or activities.

The estimated cost of the works, service or activities was $5,300,000. The project will be funded by a special charge in the defined benefited area covering approximately 10% of the cost ($530,000) with the remaining 90% funded from General Rates.

The charge will be levied over a 10-year period commencing financial year 2017-18 and concluding on 30 June 2027. The works, service or activities were completed prior to the commencement of the levy.

The special rate for the Alderley Suburban Centre Improvement Project was first adopted by Resolution of Council at the Budget Meeting for the Financial Year 2017-18.
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OPC-1.1









Overall Plan








Brookfield Rural Fire Services Levy

In the opinion of Council all rateable land in the part of the City coloured pink on the map “SC-1.1” may receive benefit from the provision of fire services by the Brookfield Rural Fire Brigade.

A special charge will be made and levied for or towards meeting the costs of the development of fire services in the rural area to provide adequate protection.

Council considers that, as in general the benefit to any particular land from the development of fire services in the area cannot be distinguished from the benefit to any other particular land in the area, it is appropriate that the special charge be made and levied equally on all land in the area.

First adopted by Resolution of Council in the 1997-98 Financial Year, the Rural Fire Services Levy raised in the defined area will be contributed to the Brookfield Rural Fire Brigade. Council will review the necessity and the level of the charge on an annual basis upon request from the Rural Fire Brigade.

The estimated time of carrying out the overall plan is one-year, commencing 1 July 2020 and ending on 30 June 2021 and will raise approximately $19,757 per annum.
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OPC-1.2









Overall Plan








Pine Mountain Rural Fire Services Levy

In the opinion of Council all rateable land in the part of the City coloured pink on the map “SC-1.2” may receive benefit from the provision of fire services by the Pine Mountain Rural Fire Brigade.

A special charge will be made and levied for or towards meeting the costs of the development of fire services in the rural area to provide adequate protection.

Council considers that, as in general the benefit to any particular land from the development of fire services in the area cannot be distinguished from the benefit to any other particular land in the area, it is appropriate that the special charge be made and levied equally on all land in the area.

First adopted by resolution of Council in the 2000-01 Financial Year, the Rural Fire Services Levy raised in the defined area will be contributed to the Pine Mountain Rural Fire Brigade. Council will review the necessity and the level of the charge on an annual basis upon request from the Rural Fire Brigade.

The estimated time of carrying out the overall plan is one-year, commencing 1 July 2020 and ending on 30 June 2021 and will raise approximately $1,665 per annum.
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OPC-1.3









Overall Plan








Moreton Island Rural Fire Services Levy

In the opinion of Council all rateable land in the part of the City coloured pink on the map “SC-1.3” may receive benefit from the provision of fire services by the Moreton Island Rural Fire Brigade.

A special charge will be made and levied for or towards meeting the costs of the development of fire services in the rural area to provide adequate protection.

Council considers that, as in general the benefit to any particular land from the development of fire services in the area cannot be distinguished from the benefit to any other particular land in the area, it is appropriate that the special charge be made and levied equally on all land in the area.

First adopted by resolution of Council in the 2013-14 Financial Year, the Rural Fire Services Levy raised in the defined area will be contributed to the Moreton Island Rural Fire Brigade. Council will review the necessity and the level of the charge on an annual basis upon request from the Rural Fire Brigade.

The estimated time of carrying out the overall plan is one-year, commencing 1 July 2020 and ending on 30 June 2021 and will raise approximately $6,155 per annum.
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15.2
Special Rates and Charges – Annual Implementation Plans

AIP-1







Annual Implementation Plan








Queen Street Mall

This is a document setting out the actions or processes that are to be carried out in the 2020-21 financial year for the scheme defined by the map labelled SR-01 as shown in the associated ‘Overall Plan’ OP-1.

Council or its agents will deliver the services required to achieve the objects of the overall plan in the 2020-21 year. The actions and processes to be undertaken for the Queen Street Mall (“the Mall”) will include:

· the provision of the works for, and/or works for access to the Mall

· operational services including maintenance, cleaning, security and gardening of the Mall

· liaison, survey and education with the Mall’s businesses and

· marketing activities for the Mall.

The funds, totalling $9,410,173 for the 2020-21 financial year, will be expended only on activities within the agreed activities described in OP-1 and this plan.

AIP-2







Annual Implementation Plan








Valley and Chinatown Malls

This is a document setting out the actions or processes that are to be carried out in the 2020-21 financial year for the scheme defined by the map labelled SR-02 as shown in the associated ‘Overall Plan’ OP-2.

Council or its agents will deliver the services required to achieve the objects of the overall plan in the 2020-21 year. The actions and processes to be undertaken for the Valley/Chinatown Mall (“the Mall”) will include:

· the provision of the works for, and/or works for access to the Mall

· operational services including maintenance, cleaning, security and gardening of the Mall

· liaison, survey and education with the Mall’s businesses and

· marketing activities for the Mall.

The funds, totalling $1,721,356 for the 2020-21 financial year, will be expended only on activities within the agreed activities described in OP-2 and this plan.

(Note: AIP-3 to AIP-13 not used)

AIP-14







Annual Implementation Plan








Manly Living Village Development

This is a document setting out the actions or processes that are to be carried out in the 2020-21 financial year for the scheme defined by the map labelled SR-14 as shown in the associated ‘Overall Plan’ OP-14.

Council will contract with the Manly Chamber of Commerce to deliver the services required to achieve the objects of the overall plan in the 2020-21 financial year. The actions and processes will include:

· the appointment of a precinct coordinator to carry out the plan’s actions and processes

· liaison, survey and education with precinct businesses

· marketing activities

· advertising

· public relations

· business development

· reporting and accountability obligations

The funds, totalling $50,000 for the 2020-21 financial year, will be collected from non-residential properties which are:

· deemed to have benefited from the agreed actions and processes and are

· located within the boundaries of the map labelled SR-14 as shown in the associated ‘Overall Plan’ and will be expended only on agreed activities defined in OP-14.
Manly Chamber of Commerce will provide Council with a mid-year report as to details of expenditure of funds to that date and, within 12 weeks of the end of the financial year, audited financial accounts that include details of the activities funded by the scheme for the year. The Manly Chamber of Commerce will provide any additional written reports on agreed activities requested by Council within a reasonable time-frame.

(Note: AIP-15 to AIP-27 not used)

AIP-28







Annual Implementation Plan








Banyo Suburban Centre Improvement Project

Suburban Centre Improvement Program (SCIP) projects deliver streetscape upgrades in consultation with the Brisbane community. These projects include the provision of new footpaths, street trees, garden beds, public artwork, street furniture, pedestrian lighting and the like.

In 2010, a SCIP project was undertaken in Banyo and the area deemed to have benefitted is defined by the map labelled SR-28 as shown in the associated ‘Overall Plan’ OP-28. The estimated cost of the works, service and activities was $1,625,000. The project is funded by a special charge in the defined benefited area covering approximately 22% of the cost ($352,900) with the remaining 78% funded from General Rates.

The benefited area, total levy amount of $352,900 was agreed with property owners in the defined benefited area prior to the delivery of the SCIP. There is no interest charged or indexing of the total levy amount.

Brisbane City Council funded the $1,625,000 up front cost of the project. The property owners within the defined benefited area are paying back Council through their rates and charges over the 10-year period, following the completion of construction of the SCIP.

This implementation plan is in support of the recovery of the $352,900 over the 10-year period, which commenced in the financial year 2011-12 and concluding on 30 June 2021.

AIP-29







Annual Implementation Plan







Greenslopes Suburban Centre Improvement Project

Suburban Centre Improvement Program (SCIP) projects deliver streetscape upgrades in consultation with the Brisbane community. These projects include the provision of new footpaths, street trees, garden beds, public artwork, street furniture, pedestrian lighting and the like.

In 2010, a SCIP project was undertaken in Greenslopes and the area deemed to have benefitted is defined by the map labelled SR-29 as shown in the associated ‘Overall Plan’ OP-29. The estimated cost of the works, service and activities was $2,250,000. The project is funded by a special charge in the defined benefited area covering approximately 30% of the cost ($675,000) with the remaining 70% funded from General Rates.

The benefited area, total levy amount of $675,000, was greed with property owners in the defined benefited area prior to the delivery of the SCIP. There is no interest charged or indexing of the total levy amount.

Brisbane City Council funded the $2,250,000 up front cost of the project. The property owners within the defined benefited area are paying back Council through their rates and charges over the 10-year period, following the completion of construction of the SCIP.

The implementation plan is in support of the recovery of the $675,000 over the 10-year period, which commenced in the financial year 2012-13 and concluding on 30 June 2022.
AIP-30







Annual Implementation Plan







St Lucia Suburban Centre Improvement Project

Suburban Centre Improvement Program (SCIP) projects deliver streetscape upgrades in consultation with the Brisbane community. These projects include the provision of new footpaths, street trees, garden beds, public artwork, street furniture, pedestrian lighting and the like.

In 2013, a SCIP project was undertaken in St Lucia and the area deemed to have benefitted is defined by the map labelled SR-30 as shown in the associated ‘Overall Plan’ OP-30. The estimated cost of the works, service and activities was $2,500,000. The project is funded by a special charge in the defined benefited area covering approximately 15% of the cost ($375,000) with the remaining 85% funded from General Rates.

The benefited area, total levy amount of $375,000 was agreed with property owners in the defined benefited area prior to the delivery of the SCIP. There is no interest charged or indexing of the total levy amount.

Brisbane City Council funded the $2,500,000 up front cost of the project. The property owners within the defined benefited area are paying back Council through their rates and charges over the 10-year period, following the completion of construction of the SCIP.

This implementation plan is in support of the recovery of the $375,000 over the 10-year period, which commenced in the financial year 2014-15 and concluding on 30 June 2024.

AIP-31







Annual Implementation Plan







Kenmore Suburban Centre Improvement Project

Suburban Centre Improvement Program (SCIP) projects deliver streetscape upgrades in consultation with the Brisbane community. These projects include the provision of new footpaths, street trees, garden beds, public artwork, street furniture, pedestrian lighting and the like.

In 2014, a SCIP project was undertaken in Kenmore and the area deemed to have benefitted is defined by the map labelled SR-31 as shown in the associated ‘Overall Plan’ OP-31. The estimated cost of the works, service and activities was $3,000,000. The project is funded by a special charge in the defined benefited area covering approximately 25% of the cost ($750,000) with the remaining 75% funded from General Rates.

The benefited area, total levy amount of $750,000 was agreed with property owners in the defined benefited area prior to the delivery of the SCIP. There is no interest charged or indexing of the total levy amount.

Brisbane City Council funded the $3,000,000 up front cost of the project. The property owners within the defined benefited area are paying back Council through their rates and charges over the 10-year period, following the completion of construction of the SCIP.

This implementation plan is in support of the recovery of the $750,000 over the 10-year period, which commenced in the financial year 2015-16 and concluding on 30 June 2025.

AIP-32







Annual Implementation Plan







Cannon Hill Suburban Centre Improvement Project

Suburban Centre Improvement Program (SCIP) project deliver streetscape upgrades in consultation with the Brisbane community. These projects include the provision of new footpaths, street trees, garden beds, public artwork, street furniture, pedestrian lighting and the like.

In 2014, a SCIP project was undertaken in Cannon Hill and the area deemed to have benefitted is defined by the map labelled SR-32 as shown in the associated ‘Overall Plan’ OP-32. The estimated cost of the works, service and activities was $2,500,000. The project is funded by a special charge in the defined benefited area covering approximately 10% of the cost ($250,000) with the remaining 90% funded from General Rates.

The benefited area, total levy amount of $250,000 was agreed with property owners in the defined benefitted area prior to the delivery of the SCIP. There is no interest charged or indexing of the total levy amount.

Brisbane City Council funded the $2,500,000 up front cost of the project. The property owners within the defined benefited area are paying back Council through their rates and charges over the 10-year period, following the completion of construction of the SCIP.

This implementation plan is in support of the recovery of the $250,000 over the 10-year period, which commenced in the financial year 2015-16 and concluding on 30 June 2025.

AIP-33







Annual Implementation Plan







Graceville Suburban Centre Improvement Project

Suburban Centre Improvement Program (SCIP) projects deliver streetscape upgrades in consultation with the Brisbane community. These projects include the provision of new footpaths, street trees, garden beds, public artwork, street furniture, pedestrian lighting and the like.

In 2015, a SCIP project was undertaken in Graceville and the area deemed to have benefitted is defined by the map labelled SR-33 as shown in the associated ‘Overall Plan’ OP-33. The estimated cost of the works, service and activities was $3,750,000. The project is funded by a special charge in the defined benefited area covering approximately 10% of the cost ($375,000) with the remaining 90% funded from General Rates.

The benefited area, total levy amount of $375,000 was agreed with property owners in the defined benefited area prior to the delivery of the SCIP. There is no interest charged or indexing of the total levy amount.

Brisbane City Council funded the $3,750,000 up front cost of the project. The property owners within the defined benefited area are paying back Council through their rates and charges over the 10-year period, following the completion of construction of the SCIP.

This implementation plan is in support of the recovery of the $375,000 over the 10-year period, which commenced in the financial year 2016-17 and concluding on 30 June 2026.

AIP-34







Annual Implementation Plan







Alderley Suburban Centre Improvement Project

Suburban Centre Improvement Program (SCIP) projects deliver streetscape upgrades in consultation with the Brisbane community. These projects include the provision of new footpaths, street trees, garden beds, public artwork, street furniture, pedestrian lighting and the like.

In 2015, a SCIP project was undertaken in Alderley and the area deemed to have benefitted is defined by the map labelled SR-34 as shown in the associated ‘Overall Plan’ OP-34. The estimated cost of the works, service and activities was $5,300,000. The project is funded by a special charge in the defined benefited area covering approximately 10% of the cost ($530,000) with the remaining 90% funded from General Rates.

The benefited area, total levy amount of $530,000 was agreed with property owners in the defined benefited area prior to the delivery of the SCIP. There is no interest charged or indexing of the total levy amount.

Brisbane City Council funded the $5,300,000 up front cost of the project. The property owners within the defined benefited area are paying back Council through their rates and charges over the 10-year period, following the completion of construction of the SCIP.

This implementation plan is in support of the recovery of the $530,000 over the 10-year period, which commenced in the financial year 2017-18 and concluding on 30 June 2027. 
AIPC-1.1







Annual Implementation Plan







Brookfield Rural Fire Services Levy

This document sets out the actions or processes that are to be carried out in the 2020-21 financial year for the scheme described in the Overall Plan OPC-1.1.

Council will collect on behalf of the Brookfield Rural Fire Brigade a levy to deliver the services required to achieve the objects of the overall plan in the 2020-21 year.

Each year the Brookfield Rural Fire Brigade will utilise the funds collected by Council to the benefit of the district by providing actions and processes such as:

· upgrading of plant and equipment

· liaison, survey and education with the precinct on fire safety and strategy

· expansion of services

· education

An annual levy of $35.00 for the 2020-21 financial year, will be collected from properties which are;

· deemed to have benefited from the agreed actions and processes and are;

· located within the boundaries of the map labelled SC-1.1 as shown in the associated ‘Overall Plan’ and, will be expended only on agreed activities defined in OPC-1.1.
AIPC-1.2







Annual Implementation Plan







Pine Mountain Rural Fire Services Levy

This document sets out the actions or processes that are to be carried out in the 2020-21 financial year for the scheme described in the Overall Plan OPC-1.2.

Council will collect on behalf of the Pine Mountain Rural Fire Brigade a levy to deliver the services required to achieve the objects of the overall plan in the 2020-21 year.

Each year the Pine Mountain Rural Fire Brigade will utilise the funds collected by Council to the benefit of the district by providing actions and processes such as:

· upgrading of plant and equipment

· liaison, survey and education with the precinct on fire safety and strategy

· expansion of services

· education

An annual levy of $30.00 for the 2020-21 financial year, will be collected from properties which are;

· deemed to have benefited from the agreed actions and processes and are;

· located within the boundaries of the map labelled SC-1.2 as shown in the associated ‘Overall Plan’ and, will be expended only on agreed activities defined in OPC-1.2.

AIPC-1.3







Annual Implementation Plan







Moreton Island Rural Fire Services Levy

This document sets out the actions or processes that are to be carried out in the 2020-21 financial year for the scheme described in the Overall Plan OPC-1.3
Council will collect on behalf of the Moreton Island Rural Fire Brigade a levy to deliver the services required to achieve the objects of the overall plan in the 2020-21 year.

Each year the Moreton Island Rural Fire Brigade will utilise the funds collected by Council to the benefit of the district by providing actions and processes such as:

· upgrading of plant and equipment

· liaison, survey and education with the precinct on fire safety and strategy

· expansion of services

· education

An annual levy of $20.00 for the 2020-21 financial year, will be collected from properties which are;

· deemed to have benefited from the agreed actions and processes and are;

· located within the boundaries of the map labelled SC-1.3 as shown in the associated ‘Overall Plan’ and will be expended only on agreed activities defined in OPC-1.3.

15.3
Land Use Codes 2020-21

The land use code is part of Council’s property record and indicates the predominant use for which the property is utilised or adapted to be utilised by virtue of its structure, fixtures and fittings or particular improvements and is an indicator of the property’s specific rating criteria.

The attribution of a land use code does not validate an unlawful or improper use of a property. Council may review land uses of particular properties to determine if they are permissible. Such a review may result in a notice to desist a particular activity.

The primary land use code identifies the predominant use for which the property is utilised and is an indicator of the property’s specific rating category, while the secondary land use code applies where a lesser but not insignificant use is also conducted on the property.

The specific rating criteria are used to identify into which Differential Rating Category a property will be placed in accordance with this resolution.

In determining the predominant use, consideration will be given but not limited to the Visual, Spatial and Economic aspects of the land. Area is not the principal basis for determining the predominant use. The predominant use may be determined and applied during the construction phase of a structure and will be identified by its ultimate land use code followed by a secondary land use code of 01.

For the purpose of determining eligibility for codes 02, 03 and 70, ‘family member/s’ is limited to a child, grandchild, parent, grandparent, sibling or spouse of the owner or principal tenant/s.

Land Use Codes Table

	Code
	Description
	Definition

	01
	Vacant Urban Land
	Land upon which no structure is erected and which is being put to no higher use, or land upon which is being constructed an approved single unit dwelling until completion.

Excluding:

a. land during the construction of a building/s or structure/s (excluding approved single unit dwellings)

b. Land meeting the criteria of code 72

c. vacant or disused building/s

	01
	Construction site (Secondary code only)
	When used as a secondary code, 01 indicates that the primary use is under construction. It includes land upon which the construction of an improvement has commenced but may not be completed or a building is undergoing refurbishment and the building/s is/are uninhabitable/derelict.

	02
	Single Unit Dwelling (Dwelling House)
	Land on which is constructed an approved dwelling that provides self-contained accommodation for one family and is the principal place of residence of the owner.

Note: The property may include self-contained accommodation within, adjoining or adjacent to the principal single unit dwelling for housing a family member/s of the owner. The floor area of any such accommodation is not to exceed the limitation for a secondary dwelling as set out in the Brisbane City Plan 2014 (Part 9 Development codes, Section 9.3.7 Dwelling house code).

	Code
	Description
	Definition

	03
	Multiple Dwelling
	Land on which is constructed an approved multiple dwelling (as defined in the Brisbane City Plan 2014), the sole purpose for which they are used, or adapted to be used, being for two or more self-contained residential dwelling units/flats including groups of units held by single owners in a community title scheme.

Note: This code applies to building units and town houses prior to the registration of a Community Title Plan as well as groups of units held by single owners in a community title scheme

The term includes flats, attached houses, duplex houses, community dwellings and detached houses where they occur on a single land holding.

Excludes: Additional self-contained accommodation within, adjoining or adjacent to a principal single unit dwelling for housing a family member/s of the occupant/s.

	Codes: 04, 09,13, 40, 66-69, 75-85, 87-89 and 93-95 not utilised.

	05
	Educational – Tertiary
	Land that contains a building/s predominantly used for the provision of tertiary education, including:

a. Universities

b. Residential colleges of a tertiary education institution

c. TAFE colleges

d. Seminaries and colleges of religious studies

e. Other tertiary education institutions providing courses approved for HECS support.

	06
	Uninhabitable minor building/structure/ improvement
	Land which contains improvements such as:

a. a minor structure (shed or garage) of no more than 50m² GFA

b. uninhabitable fire damaged/derelict buildings

c. toilet or toilet block

d. private swimming pool or private tennis court

provided there is no monetary return being derived from any activities or structures on the land.

	07
	Guest House/ Private Hotel/Hostel
	Land that contains a building/s predominantly used or adapted to be used as non‑self-contained rental accommodation excluding motels. This includes:

a. guesthouses

b. boarding houses

c. private hotels

d. tenement buildings

e. flats

f. rooming units

g. strata titled rooms

h. backpackers’ hostels

i. other accommodation buildings such as convents

Note: This code includes ‘Bed & Breakfast’ or ‘Homestay’ style accommodation in excess of the activity defined under column 3 in section 15.6 of the Resolution of Rates and Charges for the financial year commencing from the date of effect of these land use codes.

This code may also include properties providing short-term accommodation via online booking services such as AirBNB (or similar) provided the activity is permissible for the given property under the Brisbane City Plan 2014.

	Code
	Description
	Definition

	08
	Community Title Scheme
	Premises that have been surveyed and registered as a Community Title Scheme.

Note: the secondary use of each community title should refer to the actual use (i.e. residential, commercial etc.).

	10
	Combined Multiple Dwelling & Shop(s)
	Land that contains a building/s predominantly used or adapted to be used as combined residential flat/s with shop/s, but not registered as a Community Title Scheme.

	11
	Shop – Single
	Land, less than 4,000m² in area that contains a building predominantly used or adapted to be used as a shop with or without attached accommodation but not a restaurant.

	12
	Shops - Multiple
	Land, less than 4,000m² in area that contains a building/s predominantly used or adapted to be used as more than 1 distinct retail/commercial areas.

	14
	Shops(s) – Main Retail
	Land that contains a building/s predominantly used or adapted to be used as retail shops and located within the CBD.

	15
	Shop(s) – Secondary Retail
	Land, with an area of 4,000m² or more, not conforming to the requirements of land use code 16 (Drive-In Shopping Centre) or land use code 23 (Retail Warehouse), that contains a building/s predominantly used or adapted to be used as retail shops(s) and located outside of the CBD.

	16
	Drive-In Shopping Centres
	Land, with an area of 4,000m² or more, that contains a building/s predominantly used or adapted to be used as retail outlet/s and/or service provider/s with associated off-street parking that principally offer:

a. consumable items such as groceries, clothing, homewares

b. department store retail

c. specialty stores including gift shops, newsagents, hairdressing etc.

d. service provision offices such as banks, post offices, doctors/dental surgeries

	17
	Restaurant/Fast Food Outlet (non-drive-through)
	Land that contains a building/s predominantly used or adapted to be used to provide dine-in or take-away food without a drive-through facility (see code 73).

	18
	Special Tourist Attraction
	Land that contains improvements that are predominantly used or adapted to be used for specific recreational, historical, cultural, fauna or flora features, including tourist villages and properties such as:

a. wildlife sanctuaries

b. theme parks

c. Brisbane Entertainment Centre

d. Brisbane Powerhouse

e. Brisbane Exhibition and Convention Centre

	19
	Walkway/Ramp
	An area in stratum used as a walkway or ramp.

	20
	Marina
	Land that contains improvements that are predominantly used or adapted to be used for a marina, including land based services such as valet and storage facilities but excluding harbour industries or structural, mechanical repairs.

	Code
	Description
	Definition

	21
	Residential Care Institution
	Land that contains a building/s predominantly used or adapted to be used for:

a. convalescent or nursing care

b. an orphanage or children’s home

c. an institution for poor or disadvantaged persons

d. a home for the care of disabled or aged persons and comprising residential facilities (non-self-contained) for more than six persons. Typically, residents would be unable to live independently and requiring medical/nursing care or in-house assistance/supervision provided by on-site carers

Note: The term does not include hospitals, reformative institutions or registered retirement villages. For Retirement facilities see Code 60.

	22
	Carpark
	Land with or without improvements predominantly used or adapted to be used for the parking of motor vehicles whether fees are charged or not.

	23
	Retail Warehouse
	Land that contains a building/s predominantly used or adapted to be used as retail outlet/s and/or service provider/s with associated off-street parking that principally offer:

a. hardware and home improvements, including gardening and landscaping

b. electrical appliances including entertainment and white goods

c. furnishings and décor

d. motor vehicle parts and accessories

e. retail sellers of particular categories of goods, i.e. household, office, leisure and pharmaceutical and bulk food

	24
	Sales Area
	Land predominantly used or adapted to be used for the display and/or sale of:

a. boats

b. cars

c. caravans

d. motorcycles

e. swimming pools

f. timber etc.

	25
	Office(s)
	Land that contains a building/s predominantly used or adapted to be used for the transaction of business, the provision of professional services or the like.

Note: This code includes display homes or other structures that are being utilised as a sales or site office.

	26
	Funeral Parlours
	Land that contains a building/s predominantly used or adapted to be used as a funeral parlour.

	27
	Private Hospital
	Land that contains a building/s predominantly used or adapted to be used for medical or surgical treatment of in-patients, out-patients or day surgeries on a fee for service basis.

	28
	Warehouses/Bulk Stores
	Land that contains a building/s predominantly used or adapted to be used for the storage of wholesale goods prior to distribution. (e.g. Coles or Woolworths distribution centres.)

	29
	Transport Terminal
	Land predominantly used or adapted to be used for the loading, discharging or transferring of freight and/or passengers.

	Code
	Description
	Definition

	30
	Fuel Station
	Land that contains a building/s predominantly used or adapted to be used for the retail refuelling/recharging of vehicles.

Note: for predominantly servicing and/or repairs refer to code 36.

	31
	Fuel Depots
	Land that contains a building/s predominantly used or adapted to be used for the storage of fuels, oils or other flammable materials.

	32
	Wharves
	Land that contains a building/s or structure/s predominantly used or adapted to be used as wharves, jetties and barge landings.

	33
	Builders Yard/Contractors Yard
	Land predominantly used or adapted to be used for:

a. building and or garden material storage (not retail or hardware)

b. secure area for parking heavy equipment or large construction materials

c. motor vehicle wrecking, scrap dealers yard etc.

	34
	Cold Stores – Ice Works
	Land that contains a building/s or structure/s predominantly used or adapted to be used for the cold storage of food or other perishable items including the commercial production of ice and associated products.

	35
	General Industry
	Land that contains a building/s or structure/s predominantly used or adapted to be used for medium to high impact industries. Refer to medium and high impact industry in Schedule 1 of the Brisbane City Plan 2014.

	36
	Light Industry
	Land that contains a building/s predominantly used or adapted to be used for low impact industry and service industry. Refer to Low impact industry in Schedule 1 of the Brisbane City Plan 2014.

	37
	Noxious/Offensive/Extractive Industry
	Land with or without building/s or structure/s predominantly used or adapted to be used for special industry that may produce significant or offensive levels of noise, odour or dust e.g. quarries, abattoirs, tanneries or chemical production. Refer to Special Industry in Schedule 1 of the Brisbane City Plan 2014.

	38
	Advertising Hoarding
	Land solely used for the display of advertising

	39
	Harbour Industry
	Land with or without building/s or structure/s predominantly used or adapted to be used for harbour or marine associated industries.

	41
	Child Care Centre
	Land that contains a building/s predominantly used or adapted to be used for:

a. kindergarten, crèche or pre-school centre

b. child minding, excluding residential care

for a fee and exceeds the criteria of column 3, section 15.6 of this resolution.

	42
	Hotel/Tavern
	Land that contains a building/s predominantly used or adapted to be used for a ‘licensed premises’ under the Liquor Act 1992 including a casino.

	43
	Motel
	Land that contains a building/s predominantly used or adapted to be used as a motel providing itinerant accommodation including serviced apartments.

	44
	Nurseries/Garden Centres
	Land with or without building/s or structure/s predominantly used or adapted to be used for the retail sales of plants, seeds, propagative and landscaping materials as well as garden features and tools.

Excludes: turf farms – code 74.

	45
	Theatres and Cinemas
	Land that contains a building/s predominantly used or adapted to be used for the presentation of live entertainment or motion pictures.

	Code
	Description
	Definition

	46
	Drive-in Theatre
	Land with building/s or structure/s predominantly used or adapted to be used for the in-car presentation of motion pictures.

	47
	Licensed Clubs
	Land that contains a building/s predominantly used or adapted to be used as a club (excluding sporting clubs) licensed to serve liquor under the Liquor Act 1992.

	48
	Sports Clubs/Facilities 
	Land with or without building/s or structure/s predominantly used or adapted to be used to provide sporting facilities or clubhouses with or without a liquor licence. As well as not-for-profit sporting bodies the term includes commercial sporting facilities such as:

a. skating rinks

b. gymnasiums

c. bowling alleys

d. squash and tennis courts

e. riding schools etc.

	49
	Caravan Park
	Land with building/s or structure/s predominantly used or adapted to be used for the siting of caravans or motorhomes for itinerant residential use.

	50
	Other Clubs (Non-Business)
	Land that contains a building/s predominantly used or adapted to be used as the meeting place of a non-licensed, not-for-profit club. Club includes:

a. lodges

b. friendly societies

c. scouts

d. guides

e. memorial halls

	51
	Religious
	Land that contains a building/s predominantly used or adapted to be used for religious purposes and owned by a recognised religious institution. The code does not include residences owned by religious institutions.

Note: For Convents use code 07 and for Manses, Presbyteries, Rectories etc. use code 70.

	52
	Cemetery
	Land that is predominantly used or adapted to be used for the interment of human remains and may include a chapel, crematorium or columbarium.

	53
	Relocatable Home Park 

(Primary code only)
	Land with building/s or structure/s predominantly used or adapted to be used for the siting of relocatable homes for residential use.

	54
	Art Gallery/Museum/Zoo 

(Primary code only)
	Land with building/s or structure/s predominantly used or adapted to be used for the enjoyment, education or presentation of art, cultural or natural history attractions, regardless of whether an entry fee is charged.

	55
	Library
	Land with building/s or structure/s predominantly used or adapted to be used for the storage and access of printed or digital media.

	56
	Showgrounds/Racecourses/ Airfields
	Per description, including airfield parking – hangers.

	57
	Parks and Gardens/ Bushland Reserves
	Land developed as parkland, gardens or reserves, held in public ownership or under a perpetual trust for the use and enjoyment of the general public free of charge.

	58
	Educational – School
	Land that contains a building/s predominantly used for the provision of primary or secondary education ranging from Prep to Year 12 including boarding schools.

	Code
	Description
	Definition

	59
	Access Restriction Strips
	A parcel of land abutting a roadway or other access point and used to restrict access to land for planning or regulatory purposes.

	60
	Retirement Facilities
	Land that contains a building/s predominantly used or adapted to be used as a ‘Retirement Facility’ registered or recorded as exempt from registration with the Department of Justice and Attorney General.

The term specifically does not include a ‘Residential care facility’ which under Schedule 1 of the Brisbane City Plan 2014 is defined as “A residential use of premises for supervised accommodation where the use includes medical and other support facilities for residents who cannot live independently and require regular nursing or personal care.”; i.e. a convalescent home or nursing home.

	61
	Mixed Residential Purposes
	Land that contains a building/s used for residential purposes whether occupied by the owner or not, where a commercial activity is being performed which would constitute a ‘home business’ as defined in the table 15.6 of this resolution.

	62
	Wholesale Production Nursery
	Land that contains a building/s predominantly used or adapted to be used for the cultivating, propagating, growing or growing on of plants for sale to other Wholesale Production Nurseries, Retail Nurseries, Garden Centres and Landscapers but does not include sale to the public.

	63
	Boarding Kennels/Cattery
	Land that contains a building/s predominantly used or adapted to be used for the keeping or breeding of dogs/cats for business or commercial purposes. This land use includes the keeping of dogs for racing purposes (i.e. greyhounds) and may include a residential component. In the presence of both kennel/cattery and residential uses this land use takes precedence.

	64
	Agriculture – Livestock Production
	Land used for the breeding, grazing, fattening and keeping of livestock including apiaries as a primary production business.

	65
	Agriculture – Crop Production
	Land used for the growing of crops as primary production business.

	70
	Secondary Residential Purposes
	Land that contains a building/s used for purely residential purposes by other than the owner.

	71
	Storage 

(Secondary code only)
	Land used predominantly for storage (excluding wholesale or retail) where there is no physical sewerage or pedestal connection. This includes Community Title Scheme storage cupboards.

	72
	Vacant Land 

(Valuation discounted for subdivided land)
	Indicates a separate valuation record for a vacant lot on a plan of subdivision registered on or after 1 July 1997, provided the sub-divider owns the land and the parcel is not developed land, as prescribed by section 49 of the Land Valuation Act 2010.

(‘Developed land’ is defined as land improved by the construction of a building or other facility reasonably capable of being used.)

	73
	Restaurant/Fast Food Outlet 

(drive-through)
	Land that contains a building/s predominantly used as a retail food outlet that would otherwise meet the criteria of land use code 17 but with a dedicated drive‑through facility by which customers may order and be served without leaving their vehicle.

	74
	Turf Farms
	Land with or without permanent structures predominantly used for growing turf for the purpose of harvesting and/or sale.

	86
	Racing Stables
	Land used for the stabling of race horses (track or harness). The property may include a residential component. In the presence of both stabling and residential uses this land use takes precedence.

	90
	Stratum 

(Secondary code only)
	Use as a secondary code indicating stratum.

	Code
	Description
	Definition

	91
	Utility Installation
	Land containing improvements used for carrying on a public utility undertaking for the purpose of providing and maintaining that undertaking but not including any building used or intended for use as an office or for administration or other like purpose. e.g. transformer and substation, television/radio/mobile phone transmission towers, reservoirs, dams and bores.

	92
	Defence Force Establishments
	Land with or without permanent buildings owned by the Commonwealth for the use of the Australian Defence Forces.

	96
	Public Hospital
	Land that contains a building/s predominantly used or adapted to be used for the medical or surgical care or treatment of in-patients, out-patients or day surgeries free of charge to the general public.

	97
	Welfare Home/Premises
	Land that contains a building/s predominantly used or adapted to be used for:

a. social welfare purposes

b. providing a counselling or advisory service

c. premises that are predominantly used or adapted to be used for the provision of education, therapy or instruction to some section of the public, e.g. Cerebral Palsy, Autistic Spectrum Disorders, Multiple Sclerosis and similar organisations

The term does not include any premises used for business or commercial purposes, or any club, educational establishment, licensed club or reformative institution. By its nature, inclusion in this land use code would be restricted to properties owned by not-for-profit, religious or government bodies.

	98
	Concessional Valuation (Secondary code only)
	A coding relating to the application of Subdivision 2 sections 45-47 of the Land Valuation Act 2010 rather than land use. Secondary land use only.

	99
	Community Protection Centre
	Land that contains a building/s used as a Police Station, Ambulance Centre, Fire Station, State Emergency Service and Headquarters, Air Sea Rescue Station, Coast Guard, Correctional Centres and reformative institutions.


Secondary Land Use Codes

	Primary Land Use
	Secondary Land Use Code

	ALL except 01, 08
	Code 01 indicates that the primary use is under construction.

	ALL
	Code 98 concessional valuation under Land Valuation Act 2010/substantive use

	08
	Code 71 land predominantly used for storage.

	ALL
	Code 90 Use as a secondary code indicating stratum.


15.4 
CBD differential rating boundary map
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15.5. CBD frame differential rating boundary map
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15.6
Determining residential categorisation for differential rating

These criteria are used to determine whether a non-residential activity conducted on or within premises also used for residential purposes is:

a. allowable within the definition of differential rating category 1 (Residential owner-occupied) or

b. of such a scale or nature as to categorise the property as being of a mixed residential nature and therefore to be included in differential rating category 7 (Non-owner occupied or mixed use) or

c. of such a scale or nature that it is not allowable in either differential rating category 1 or 7. In this case the property shall be deemed to be for non-residential purposes and categorised according to its non‑residential activity.
	Column 1
	Column 2
	Column 3

	Assessment Criteria
	Allowable level of non-residential activity within differential rating category 1 or 10.
	Allowable level of non-residential activity within differential rating category 7 or 14.

	1.1.1.
	An activity must be conducted on or within a property. The predominant use is for residential purposes by the operators of the activity.
	1.2.1.
	The activity is conducted within a dwelling, where the predominant use is for residential purposes or
	1.3.1.
	The activity is conducted within a residential dwelling; enclosed structure such as a shed or a garage or dedicated area on or within a property, the predominant use is for residential purposes.

	
	
	1.2.2.
	The activity is conducted within a dwelling house or another enclosed structure such as a shed or garage, or dedicated area on or within a property containing a dwelling house, where the predominant use is for residential purposes.
	1.3.2.
	The activity is carried out by one or more of the permanent residents of the residential dwelling.

	
	
	1.2.3
	The activity is carried out by one or more of the permanent residents of the dwelling.
	
	

	2.1.1.
	An activity must be subordinate in size and function and in an inconspicuous component of the primary use of the dwelling as a permanent residence.
	2.2.1.
	The activity involves no more than 1 non-resident employee on site at any one time, where the activity is conducted within a dwelling house or
	2.3.1
	The activity involves no more than 2 non-resident employees on site at any one time.

	
	
	2.2.2.
	The activity involves no non-resident employees on site at any time, where the activity is conducted within a dwelling of a dual-occupancy or multiple dwelling.
	2.3.2.
	The activity does not use more than a total of 100m² of floor area (except if a commercial guest accommodation, child care facility or dog/cat day care facility).

	
	
	2.2.3.
	The activity does not use more than a total of 50m² or 30% of the total floor area of the dwelling (except if home-based child care, bed and breakfast or dog/cat day care facility).
	2.3.3.
	The activity does not involve display of goods visible from outside the dwelling, with the exception of low-key kerbside sales and stalls.

	
	
	2.2.4.
	The activity does not involve display of goods visible from the outside of the dwelling.
	2.3.4
	The activity does not involve hiring out materials, goods, appliances or vehicles.

	
	
	2.2.5.
	The activity does not involve hiring out materials, goods, appliances or vehicles.
	2.3.5.
	The activity does not involve display of any signs, except where within the residential lot and no larger than 0.6m² in area.

	Column 1
	Column 2
	Column 3

	
	
	2.2.6.
	The mixed-residential activity does not involve display of any signs, except where required by law, located within the residential lot and no larger than the minimum size identified in a local law, or if no minimum size identified in a local law, no larger than 0.6m² in area.
	
	

	3.1.1.

(a)

(b)
	An activity:

Generates vehicular and pedestrian traffic of a volume no greater than reasonably expected in the surrounding residential area

Exclusively uses or is visited by, vehicle types reasonably expected in the surrounding residential area.
	3.2.1.
	The activity does not involve more than 1 person waiting at or near the premises at any time (excluding the permanent resident/s and one non-resident employee), (except where bed and breakfast, farm stay, home-based child care or a dog day-care facility).
	3.3.1.
	The activity does not involve more than 3 persons or a group of not more than 15 persons for a single appointment, waiting at or near the premises at any time (excluding the permanent resident/s and two non-resident employees).

	
	
	3.2.2.
	The activity does not involve more than 1 customer related motor vehicle being parked on the site or in the street/s the site has frontage to, at any time (excluding business related vehicle/s of the permanent resident/s and one non-resident employee’s vehicle) and (except where bed and breakfast, farm stay, home-based child care or a dog day-care facility).
	3.3.2.
	The activity does not involve more than 3 business related motor vehicles being parked on the site or in the street/s the site has frontage to, at any time (excluding a business related vehicle/s of the permanent resident/s and two non-resident employees’ vehicle/s).

	
	
	3.2.3.
	The activity involves no more than 1 visit per day of a delivery vehicle with a capacity of up to 2.5 tonnes.
	3.3.3.
	The activity involves no more than 2 visits per day of delivery vehicles with a capacity of less than 2.5 tonnes.

	4.1.1.
	Use of motor vehicles associated with the activity must not impact adversely on residential amenity.
	4.2.1.
	The activity does not involve use of or visits by vehicles with a capacity of 2.5 tonnes or greater.
	4.3.1.
	The activity does not involve use of or visits by vehicles with a capacity of 2.5 tonnes or greater.

	
	
	4.2.2.
	The activity does not involve the repair, servicing, cleaning or accessorising of motor vehicles on site.
	4.3.2.
	The activity does not involve the repair, servicing, cleaning or accessorising of motor vehicles on site.

	5.1.1.
	Hours of operation must be suited to a residential environment.
	5.2.1.
	Hours of operation of any non-residential activity are limited to 8am to 6pm Monday to Saturday (except where such activity is restricted to office activities within the dwelling, such as book-keeping or computer work).
	5.3.1.
	Hours of operation are limited to 8am to 6pm Monday to Saturday except for paid guest accommodation business.

	
	
	5.2.2.
	Bed and breakfast, farm stay, home-based child care or a dog day-care facility may operate outside these hours.
	
	

	Column 1
	Column 2
	Column 3

	6.1.1
	An activity providing bed and breakfast or farm stay provides acceptable levels of privacy and amenity for residents in adjoining or nearby dwellings.
	Not permitted in Category 1 or 10.
	6.3.1.


	An activity providing bed and breakfast or farm stay involves:

· No more than 6 paying guests accommodated at any one time

· The total number of residents and paying guests does not exceed 10 persons at any one time

· Serving of meals only to paying overnight guests

· Maximum stay of any guest does not exceed 7 days.

	Notes – 

· Bed and breakfast is the ancillary use of a dwelling providing tourist and visitor short-term accommodation on a commercial basis. Bed and breakfast facilities are operated and maintained by the resident host and guests are generally provided with breakfast. A bed and breakfast does not include short-term accommodation or a hostel.

· Farm stay is the use of a working farm to provide short-term accommodation for tourists and visitors to enable them to experience farm living. It is a secondary business to primary production and is ancillary to the primary residential dwelling on the site. Farm stay does not include short-term accommodation or rooming accommodation.
	
	
	

	7.1.1.
	An activity for a home-based child care facility must not impact adversely on residential amenity.
	7.2.1.
	If the activity is a home-based child care facility, the maximum number of children on the premises does not exceed 7 at any time.
	7.3.1.
	If the activity is a home-based child care facility, the maximum number of children on the premises does not exceed 7 at any time.

	Notes – 
· Home-based child care is a home-based care service providing care for a small group of children within a private dwelling. Home-based child care does not include care in the child’s own home or care by relatives. The Education and Care Services Act 2013 has legislative requirements for home-based child care services.
	
	
	
	

	8.1.1.
	An activity for a dog/cat day-care facility must not impact adversely on residential amenity.
	8.2.1.
	If the activity is a dog/cat day care facility, the maximum number of dogs and/or cats on the premises does not exceed 4 at any time.
	8.3.1.
	If the activity is a dog/cat day care facility, the maximum number of dogs and/or cats on the premises does not exceed 4 at any time.

	Notes – 

· Dog/Cat day-care facility is the ancillary use of residential premises for the care, feeding and exercising of pets other than overnight boarding and does not include animal keeping. The Animals Local Law 2017 contains requirements for keeping of animals.
	
	
	
	


15.7
Criteria for determining categorisation for differential rating categories 5b, 5c, 5d, 5e, 5f, 5g, 5h, 5i, 5j, 5k, 5l, 5m, 5n, 5o, 5p, 5q, 5r, 5s, 5t, 5u, 5v and 5w from 1 July 2020.
	Ref.
	Rateable property address
	Real property description
	Commonly known as (if named)
	Differential rating category

	5b-1
	410 Ann St, Brisbane City
	L.4 Rp.213466 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002204095
	Cathedral Square Plaza and Carpark
	5b. 
Central Business District – Group B

	5b-2
	369 Ann St, Brisbane City
	L.24 Rp.216272 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002216008
	Port Centre
	

	5b-3
	300 Elizabeth St, Brisbane City
	L.31 Rp.173814 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002187084
	Northern Securities House
	

	5b-4
	31 Tank St, Brisbane City
	L.3 Sp.172708 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000004293086
	Santos Place
	

	5b-5
	49 Wharf St, Brisbane City
	L.25 Rp.216272 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002216016
	Samuel Griffith Place
	

	5b-6
	240 Margaret St, Brisbane City
	L.2 Rp.182958 Par Nth Brisbane
RIMS Act# 500000002192274
	
	

	5b-7
	260 Queen St, Brisbane City
	L.1 Rp.119919 Par Nth Brisbane
RIMS Act# 500000002181624
	
	

	5b-8
	26 Charlotte St, Brisbane City
	L.1/2 Rp.615 & L.1 Rp.616 Par Nth Brisbane RIMS Act# 500000002187498
	Commercial Law Chamber
	

	5b-9
	120 Edward St, Brisbane City
	L.5 Sp.135597 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000003896732
	
	

	5b-10
	201 Charlotte St, Brisbane City
	L.8 Rp.178809 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002187571
	
	

	5b-11
	100 Creek St, Brisbane City
	L.30 Rp.145982 Par Nth Brisbane
RIMS Act# 500000002202024
	National Bank House
	

	5b-12
	100 Edward St, Brisbane City
	L.1 Rp.188052 Par Nth Brisbane
RIMS Act# 500000002200135
	100 Edward Street
	

	5b-13
	290 Adelaide St, Brisbane City
	L.2 Rp.180959 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000003897573
	
	

	5b-14
	136 Wickham Tce, Spring Hill
	L.458 Sl.3561 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002200382 
	Wickham Terrace Car Park
	

	5c-1
	144a George St, Brisbane City
	L.11 Cp.866932 & L.303 Cp.866933 & L.304 Cp.866934 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002195301
	Treasury Casino Car Park
	5c. 
Central Business District – Group C

	5c-2
	136 Queen St, Brisbane City
	L.1 Rp.114640 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002181939
	
	

	5c-3
	161 Queen St, Brisbane City
	L.1/2 Rp.45660 & L.2 Rp.49279 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002186821
	
	

	5c-4
	52 Queen St, Brisbane City
	L.26 B.3149 & L.1/2 22 B.3153 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002181830
	Brisbane City Arcade
	

	5c-5
	144 Edward St, Brisbane City
	L.3 Rp.209571 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002200176
	National Mutual Centre
	

	5c-6
	60 Edward St, Brisbane City
	L.50 Rp.200074 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002200119
	A G L House
	

	5c-7
	288 Edward St, Brisbane City
	L.1 Rp.132189 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002200366
	Brisbane Jetset Centre
	

	5c-8
	36 Wickham Tce, Spring Hill
	L.2 Rp.124155 & Rl.06/215327 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000004051070
	
	

	5c-9
	63 George St, Brisbane City
	L.23 Sp.180748 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000004454399
	David Longland Building
	

	5c-10
	147 Ann St, Brisbane City
	L.102/103 Sp.253299 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000005205640
	
	

	5c-11
	127 Creek St, Brisbane City
	L.1 Rp.142803 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002201208
	Hooker House
	

	5c-12
	205 North Quay, Brisbane City
	L.14 B.32372 & L.1 Rp.55922 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002218780
	
	

	5c-13
	60 Albert St, Brisbane City
	L.1 Sp.226353 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000004775868
	
	

	5c-14
	444 Queen St, Brisbane City
	L.2 Sp.261923 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000005271352
	
	

	5c-15
	102 Adelaide St, Brisbane City
	L.1 Rp.122123 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002201570
	
	

	5c-16
	160 Ann St, Brisbane City
	L.12 Rp.128676 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002203998
	M I M Building
	

	5c-17
	35 Charlotte St, Brisbane City
	L.3 Sp.102562 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000003979710
	Charlotte Chamber & 111 George Street
	

	5c-18
	40 Tank St, Brisbane City
	L.6 Rp.813314 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002216263
	
	

	5c19
	150 Charlotte St, Brisbane City
	L.1 Rp.189266 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002187555
	SEQEB Head Office & Substation
	

	5c-20
	515 Queen St, Brisbane City
	L.5 Sp.100339 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002201935
	Marriott Hotel
	

	5c-21
	20 Makerston St, Brisbane City
	L.12/13 B.361 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002216321
	Forbes House
	

	5d-1
	270 Queen St, Brisbane City
	L.1 Rp.127671 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002181632
	Post Office Square
	5d. 
Central Business District – Group D

	5d-2
	255 Queen St, Brisbane City
	L.1 Sp.148916 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000004162323
	
	

	5d-3
	343 Albert St, Brisbane City
	L.343 Sp.262727 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000005091206
	
	

	5d-4
	21 Queen St, Brisbane City
	Reserve.785 - L.492 Cp.855445 & L.300 Cp.866930 & L.301 Cp.866931 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002186938
	Conrad Treasury Casino
	

	5d-5
	76 Queen St, Brisbane City
	L.4 Rp.45632 & L.3 Rp.45762 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002181855
	Chifley At Lennons
	

	5d-6
	130 Queen St, Brisbane City
	Tl.06/206671 - L.11 Cp.892144 & L.1 Rp.125108 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002181921
	
	

	5d-7
	179 Turbot St, Brisbane City
	L.179 Sp.262727 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000005091198
	
	

	5d-8
	307 Queen St, Brisbane City
	L.34 Rp.146754 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002186169
	
	

	5d-9
	300 Queen St, Brisbane City
	L.32 Rp.178652 & Sl.06/51430 - L.21 Sl.10753 & TI.06/234812 - L.22 SP.243732 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000005014638
	
	

	5d-10
	400 George St, Brisbane City
	L.2 Sp.172708 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000004293078
	
	

	5d-11
	324 Queen St, Brisbane City
	L.1/2 Rp.887 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002181673
	A N Z Centre
	

	5d-12
	89 Adelaide St, Brisbane City
	L.1 Rp.110131 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002202115
	King George Tower Commonwealth Bank Building
	

	5d-13
	145 Eagle St, Brisbane City
	L.1 Rp.905881 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002187019
	
	

	5d-14
	167 Eagle St, Brisbane City
	L.2 Rp.905881 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002187001
	Emirates House
	

	5d-15
	53 Albert St, Brisbane City
	L.1 Rp.140881 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002198149
	
	

	5d-16
	545 Queen St, Brisbane City
	L.10 Rp.185905 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002182564
	
	

	5d-17
	50 Ann St, Brisbane City
	L.3&10 Rp.128822 & L.23 Rp.146830 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002195616
	State Law Building
	

	5e-1
	320 Adelaide St, Brisbane City
	L.9 Rp.92926 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002201752
	
	5e. 
Central Business District – Group E

	5e-2
	140 Elizabeth St, Brisbane City
	L.100 Sp.228870 & Tl.06/233996 - L.6/9 Sp.228871 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000004817389
	
	

	5e-3
	221 Adelaide St, Brisbane City
	L.31 Rp.178577 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002202057
	Rowes Arcade, Rosies, Shops, Offices
	

	5e-4
	133 Mary St, Brisbane City
	L.1 Rp.182958 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002200127
	
	

	5e-5
	357 Turbot St, Brisbane City
	L.6 Rp.221165 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002204103
	
	

	5e-6
	119 George St, Brisbane City
	L.1/4 Rp.43986 & L.2 Rp.640 & L.1 Rp.641 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000003979777
	
	

	5e-7
	59 George St, Brisbane City
	L.1 Rp.159900 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002195806
	
	

	5e-8
	239 George St, Brisbane City
	L.28 Rp.170279 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002195632
	Criterion Tavern, Offices
	

	5e-9
	21 Saul St, Brisbane City
	L.30 Rp.169792 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002216347
	
	

	5e-10
	175 Eagle St, Brisbane City
	L.10 Sp.151098 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000004118796
	
	

	5e-11
	163 Charlotte St, Brisbane City
	L.506 B.118215 & L.1/3 Rp.182759 & L.1 Rp.626 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000005186519
	
	

	5e-12
	443 Queen St, Brisbane City
	L.1 Sl.805627 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002186078
	Prudential Building
	

	5f-1
	249 Turbot St, Brisbane City
	L.2 Sp.140773 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000004553612
	Sofitel Hotel
	5f. 
Central Business District – Group F

	5f-2
	16 Ann St, Brisbane City
	L.1 Rp.123283 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002203949
	Mercure Hotel & Hotel Ibis
	

	5f-3
	66 Eagle St, Brisbane City
	L.16 Rp.229111 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002187092
	Central Plaza Two
	

	5f-4
	2 Roma St, Brisbane City
	L.1 Rp.172274 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002218988
	The Sebel and Citigate Hotels
	

	5f-5
	54 Mary St, Brisbane City
	L.14 Sl.12186 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002188447
	
	

	5f-6
	61 Mary St, Brisbane City
	L.22 Rp.178621 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002188660
	Queensland Minerals and Energy Centre
	

	5f-7
	123 Albert St, Brisbane City
	L.51 Rp.890812 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002198040
	
	

	5f-8
	62 Ann St, Brisbane City
	L.14/15 Sl.11335 & L.76/77 B.118224 & L.22 Rp.133027 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002203956
	
	

	5g-1
	259 Queen St, Brisbane City
	L.2 Sp.148916 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000004319055
	
	5g. 
Central Business District – Group G

	5g-2
	73 Eagle St, Brisbane City
	L.5 Sp.140665 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000004423055
	
	

	5g-3
	113 Margaret St, Brisbane City
	L.1&4 Rp.1075 & L.1 Rp.45960 & L.100 Sp.278163 Par Nth Brisbane
RIMS Act# 500000005278142
	
	

	5h-1
	240 Queen St, Brisbane City
	L.5 Rp.200175 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002181616
	
	5h. 
Central Business District – Group H

	5h-2
	110 Queen St, Brisbane City
	L.1 Rp.886307 & L.2 Rp.886308 & Tl.06/214694 - L.1 SP.128099 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000004621294
	
	

	5h-3
	345 Queen St, Brisbane City
	L.5 Rp.200298 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002186151
	Central Plaza One
	

	5h-4
	12 Creek St, Brisbane City
	L.4 Rp.173778 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002187100
	
	

	5h-5
	170 Queen St, Brisbane City
	L.4 Rp.221710 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002181566
	Broadway On The Mall
	

	5h-6
	480 Queen St, Brisbane City
	L.1 Sp.257560 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000005291582
	
	

	5h-7
	166 Creek St, Brisbane City
	L.1 Rp.122127 &Tl.06/216281 – L.53 Sp.121394 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000004067910
	
	

	5i-1
	45 Eagle St, Brisbane City
	L.50 Rp.817615 &SI.06/51313 - L.9 Sl.12596 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000003639264
	Eagle Street Pier
	5i. 
Central Business District – Group I

	5j-1
	275 George St, Brisbane City
	L.20 Sp.198665 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000004687709
	
	5j. 
Central Business District – Group J

	5j-2
	39 Edward St, Brisbane City
	L.2 SI.12006 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002201174
	Stamford Plaza
	

	5j-3
	197 Mary St, Brisbane City
	L.40 Rp.817615 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000003639736
	Waterfront Place
	

	5j-4
	152 Alice St, Brisbane City
	L.22/23 36/37 B.118243 & L.1/3 Rp.1068 & L.1 Rp.110657 & L.2 RP.111828 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002195046
	Royal On The Park
	

	5j-5
	1 Williams St, Brisbane City
	L.1Sp287539 Nth Brisbane

RIMS Act# 500000005435023
	
	

	5k-1
	192 Ann Street, Brisbane
	L.5 SP.115364 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000003799019
	
	5k. 
Central Business District – Group K

	5l-1
	266 George Street, Brisbane
	L.12 SP.192709 Par Nth Brisbane 

RIMS Act# 500000004637969
	Brisbane Square
	5l. 
Central Business District – Group L

	5l-2
	111 Eagle Street, Brisbane
	L.111 SP.259700 Par Nth Brisbane 

RIMS Act# 500000005132323
	
	

	5m-1
	2 George Street, Brisbane
	L.654 & Reserve.636 - L.651 SP.241925 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000004931925
	
	5m. 
Central Business District – Group M

	5n-1
	167 Queen St, Brisbane City
	L.217 B.11826 & L.1 Rp.574 & L.1 Rp.575 & L.2 Rp.49018 & L.1 Rp.65292 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002186813
	Hoyts Regent Building
	5n. 
Central Business District – Group N

	5o-1
	185 Queen Street, Brisbane
	L.1/2 SP.134044 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000003963805
	Wintergarden Complex & Hilton Hotel
	5o. 
Central Business District – Group O

	5p-1
	226 Queen Street, Brisbane
	L.32 SP.156458 & TL.06/234860 - L.33 SP.182841 & L.1/3 SP.182858 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000005062777
	Queens Plaza
	5p. 
Central Business District – Group P

	5q-1
	123 Eagle Street, Brisbane
	L.122 SP.259700 & L.123 SP.208982 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000005141670
	
	5q. 
Central Business District – Group Q

	5r-1
	91 Queen Street, Brisbane
	L.41 RP.218420 & SL.06/52311 - L.711 SL.802985 & SL.06/52309 - 
L.712 SL.837761 & SL.06/52310 - 
L.710 SL.12438 & PO.06/217663 - 
L.42 SP.145288 (L.42 - Volumetric Lot (Closed Road - Strata) Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000004130163
	
	5r. 
Central Business District – Group R

	5s-1
	159 Roma Street, Brisbane
	L.34 SP.100560 & L.1 SP.207220 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000005029487
	
	5s. 
Central Business District – Group S

	5t-1
	141 Queen Street, Brisbane
	L.1/4 RP.113488 & TL.06/233650 - L.5 SP.228408 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002186839
	
	5t. 
Central Business District – Group T

	5u-1
	200 Mary Street, Brisbane
	L.9 RP.196746 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002188553
	200 Mary Street
	5u. 
Central Business District – Group U

	5u-2
	313 Adelaide Street, Brisbane
	L.5 RP.195923 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002201992
	
	

	5u-3
	375 Turbot Street, Spring Hill
	L.50 SP.134928 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000004041311
	Spring Hill Marketplace
	

	5u-4
	55 Elizabeth Street, Brisbane
	L.30/31 SP.254940 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000005063478
	
	

	5u-5
	280 Elizabeth Street, Brisbane
	L.1/2 RP.979 & L.26 SL.11452 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002187076
	
	

	5v-1
	69 Ann Street, Brisbane
	L.21 SP.198665 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000004687717
	
	5v. 
Central Business District – Group V

	5v-2
	245 Charlotte Street, Brisbane
	L.2 RP.157971 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002187563
	A M P Place
	

	5w-1
	142 George St, Brisbane City
	Reserve.631 - L.682 Cp.855445 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002195277
	Conrad Treasury Hotel
	5w. 
Central Business District – Group W

	5w-2
	126 Margaret St, Brisbane City
	L.5 Rp.193122 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002192258
	
	

	5w-3
	249 Albert St, Brisbane City
	L.1/2 4 Rp.707 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002197059
	
	

	5w-4
	30 Herschel St, Brisbane City
	L.7 B.361 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002216271
	Suncorp
	

	5w-5
	180 Queen St, Brisbane City
	L.1 Rp.676 & L.1/2 Rp.677 & L.2 Rp.45859 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002181574
	
	

	5w-6
	103 Mary St, Brisbane City
	L.17 Rp.129686 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002188637
	
	

	5w-7
	261 Queen St, Brisbane City
	L.33 Rp.48556 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002186714
	Brisbane G.P.O. and Exchange
	

	5w-8
	120 Queen St, Brisbane City
	L.13/14 23 B.3153 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002181913
	Sportsgirl
	

	5w-9
	217 George St, Brisbane City
	L.16 Rp.178645 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002181822
	Concorde House
	

	5w-10
	19 George St, Brisbane City
	L.5 Rp.201074 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002196309
	Queensland Club
	

	5w-11
	84 Queen St, Brisbane City
	L.26 Rp.119279 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002181863
	
	

	5w-12
	46 Charlotte St, Brisbane City
	L.1 Rp.188148 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002187522
	
	

	5w-13
	33 Herschel St, Brisbane City
	L.7 Rp.105382 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002216313
	
	

	5w-14
	342 George St, Brisbane City
	L.2/4 Rp.778 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002195350
	George Cinema
	

	5w-15
	241 Adelaide St, Brisbane City
	L.1 Rp.948 & L.695 Sl.12260 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002202040
	
	

	5w-16
	103 George St, Brisbane City
	L.19 B.118241 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002195764
	Bellevue Hotel
	

	5w-17
	163 Ann St, Brisbane City
	L.1&4 Sp.157241 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000004273245
	
	

	5w-18
	333 Adelaide St, Brisbane City
	L.12 Rp.125034 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002201984
	333 Adelaide Street
	

	5w-19
	166 Wickham Tce, Brisbane City
	L.2/3 Rp.43451 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002215778
	
	

	5w-20
	33 Queen St, Brisbane City
	L.2 Rp.52526 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002186920
	Bank of New South Wales Chambers
	

	5w-21
	549 Queen St, Brisbane City
	L.6 Sp.297828 Par Nth Brisbane              RIMS Act# 500000005734250
	
	

	5w-22
	126 Adelaide St, Brisbane City
	L.6 Rp.40997 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002201596
	Mayfair Arcade
	

	5w-23
	116 Adelaide St, Brisbane City
	L.5 Rp.40997 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002201588
	M B F House
	

	5w-24
	300 Ann St, Brisbane City
	L.3 Rp.211213 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000004874323
	Oracle House
	

	5w-25
	40 Elizabeth St, Brisbane City
	L.1 Rp.883066 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002187068
	
	

	5w-26
	316 Adelaide St, Brisbane City
	L.13/15 Rp.46148 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002201745
	Century House
	

	5w-27
	370 Queen St, Brisbane City
	L.1 Rp.134970 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002182267
	M M I Building
	

	5w-28
	85 George St, Brisbane City
	L.18 Rp.209685 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002195772
	Capital Hill
	

	5w-29
	500 Queen St, Brisbane City
	L.1/3 Rp.88472 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002182481
	500 Queen Street
	

	5w-30
	388 Queen St, Brisbane City
	L.7 B.118227 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002182283
	Q I D C House
	

	5w-31
	484 Queen St, Brisbane City
	L.100 Sp.215065 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000004676793
	
	

	5w-32
	406 Queen St, Brisbane City
	L.2 Rp.61511 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002182309
	Credit Union Australia House
	

	5w-33
	380 Queen St, Brisbane City
	L.6 B.118227 & L.2 Rp.101086 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002182275
	Guardian Royal Exchange Building
	

	5w-34
	237 Elizabeth St, Brisbane City
	L.1 Sp.191262 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000004487241
	
	

	5w-35
	264 Margaret St, Brisbane City
	L.4 Rp.183707 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002192282
	Elders House
	

	5w-36
	124 Albert St, Brisbane City
	L.11 B.118233 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002196622
	Pane Vino Bread and Wine Cafe
	

	5w-37
	142 Albert St, Brisbane City
	L.9 B.118233 & L.2 Rp.612 Par Nth Brisbane RIMS Act# 500000002196978
	
	

	5w-38
	299 Adelaide St, Brisbane City
	L.4 Rp.857048 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002202016
	
	

	5w-39
	243 Edward St, Brisbane City
	L.18 Rp.79119 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002200432
	Travel House
	

	5w-40
	111 Elizabeth St, Brisbane City
	L.8 B.118233 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002196986
	Borders Bookstore
	

	5w-41
	80 Eagle St, Brisbane City
	L.1 Sp.192432 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000004674384
	
	

	5w-42
	95 North Quay, Brisbane City
	L.1 Rp.108374 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002218954
	Quay Central
	

	5w-43
	100 Adelaide St, Brisbane City
	L.21 (Bal) Sp.207228 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000004972218
	King George Square and Car Park
	

	5w-44
	348 Edward St, Brisbane City
	L.4 Rp.202682 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002216065
	
	

	5w-45
	146 Queen St, Brisbane City
	L.2 Rp.114640 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002181947
	
	

	5w-46
	333 Ann St, Brisbane City
	L.1 Rp.808928 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002207031
	
	

	5w-47
	179 North Quay, Brisbane City
	L.15 B.32411 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002218913
	Brisbane Central Courts Building
	

	5w-48
	300 Adelaide St, Brisbane City
	L.21 Rp.133052 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002201737
	
	

	5w-49
	89 Mary St, Brisbane City
	L.5 Rp.202845 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002196598
	80 Albert Street
	

	5w-50
	119 Charlotte St, Brisbane City
	L.1 Sp.150759 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000004120842
	
	

	5w-51
	107 North Quay, Brisbane City
	L.6 B.118221 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002218947
	Inns of Court
	

	5w-52
	193 North Quay, Brisbane City
	L.8 B.118228 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002218798
	B P House
	

	5w-53
	171 Edward St, Brisbane City
	L.5/6 Rp.1038 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000002200440
	Ulster Walk
	

	5w-54
	111 Mary St, Brisbane City
	L.102&104 Sp.282916 Par Nth Brisbane

RIMS Act# 500000005838226
	
	

	5w-55
	43 Herschel St  Brisbane City
	L.3 SP.235800 Par Nth Brisbane

RIMS Act# 500000005111772
	
	

	5w-56
	171 George St, Brisbane City
	L.1 B.31910 Par Nth Brisbane

RIMS Act# 500000002195707
	Promoseven Place
	


15.8
Criteria for determining categorisation for differential rating categories 8a, 8b, 8c, 8d, 8e, 8f, 8g, 8h, 8i, 8j and 8k from 1 July 2020.

	Ref.
	Rateable property address
	Real property description
	Commonly known as (if named)
	Differential rating category

	8a-1
	9 Brookfield Road, Kenmore
	L.1 SL.12534 Par Indooroopilly 
RIMS Act# 500000004372963
	Kenmore Village
	8a. 
Large Regional Shopping Centre – Group A

	8a-2
	142 Newmarket Road, Windsor
	L.1 SP.146479 Par Enoggera 
RIMS Act# 500000004036352
	Home Zone Windsor
	

	8b-1
	55 Creek Road, Mt Gravatt East
	L.1 RP.180967 Par Bulimba 
RIMS Act# 500000000250837
	Mt Gravatt Plaza
	8b. 
Large Regional Shopping Centre – Group B

	8c-1
	551 Lutwyche Road, Lutwyche 
	L.5 RP.842880 & L.1 SP.242892 Par Enoggera 
RIMS Act# 500000005682178
	Lutwyche Shopping Centre
	8c. 
Large Regional Shopping Centre – Group C

	8c-2
	11 Pavilions Close, Jindalee
	L.10 SP.160043 Par Oxley 
RIMS Act# 500000004213332
	D F O Jindalee
	

	8d-1
	1909 Creek Road, Cannon Hill
	L.5 RP.121447 Par Bulimba 
RIMS Act# 500000000111948
	Cannon Hill Kmart Plaza
	8d. 
Large Regional Shopping Centre – Group D

	8d-2
	815 Zillmere Road, Aspley
	L.1 RP.805963 Par Nundah 
RIMS Act# 500000001532687
	Homemaker City Aspley
	

	8e-1
	215 Church Road, Taigum
	L.4 SP.145646 Par Kedron 
RIMS Act# 500000004057325
	Taigum Square
	8e. 
Large Regional Shopping Centre – Group E

	8e-2
	180 Sinnamon Road, Jindalee
	L.2 SP.140553 Par Oxley 
RIMS Act# 500000003970693
	Jindalee Home
	

	8e-3
	661 Compton Road, Sunnybank Hills
	L.1 RP.214796 & L.1 SP.281927 Par Yeerongpilly 
RIMS Act# 500000005383199
	Sunnybank Hills Shoppingtown
	

	8f-1
	400 Stafford Road, Stafford
	L.1 RP.853658 Par Kedron 
RIMS Act# 500000001264638
	Stafford City
	8f. 
Large Regional Shopping Centre – Group F

	8g-1
	9 Sherwood Road, Toowong
	L.3 RP.211016 & L.1 RP.844743 Par Enoggera 
RIMS Act# 500000002165684
	Toowong Village
	8g. 
Large Regional Shopping Centre – Group G

	8h-1
	59 Albany Creek Road, Aspley
	L.4 RP.164286 & L.1 RP.198020 Par Kedron RIMS Act# 500000001492114
	Aspley Hypermarket
	8h. 
Large Regional Shopping Centre – Group H

	8h-2
	358 Mains Road, Sunnybank
	L.20 RP.813380 Par Yeerongpilly 
RIMS Act# 500000003144604
	Sunnybank Plaza
	

	8i-1
	171 Dandenong Road, Mt Ommaney
	L.3 SP.108533 Par Oxley 
RIMS Act# 500000003781587
	Mt Ommaney Centre
	8i. 
Large Regional Shopping Centre – Group I

	8j-1
	159 Osborne Road, Mitchelton
	L.5 RP.842671 & L.1 SP.271468 Par Enoggera 
RIMS Act# 500000004024028
	Brookside
	8j. 
Large Regional Shopping Centre – Group J

	8k-1
	1015 Sandgate Road, Nundah
	L.1 SP.310007 Par Toombul 
RIMS Act# 500000005852029
	Toombul Shopping Centre
	8k. 
Large Regional Shopping Centre – Group K


15.9
Criteria for determining categorisation for differential rating categories 9a, 9b, 9c, and 9d from 1 July 2020.

	Ref.
	Rateable property address
	Real property description
	Commonly known as (if named)
	Differential rating category

	9a-1
	322 Moggill Road, Indooroopilly
	L.1 SP.265258 & L.147 SP.265257 & TL.06/211040 – L.7 SP.112975 Par Indooroopilly 
RIMS Act# 500000005403757
	Indooroopilly Shopping Centre
	9a. 
Major Regional Shopping Centre – Group A

	9b-1
	1151 Creek Road, Carindale
	L.2 RP.909241 Par Bulimba 
RIMS Act# 500000004096067
	Westfield Carindale
	9b. 
Major Regional Shopping Centre – Group B

	9c-1
	2049 Logan Road, Upper Mt Gravatt
	L.1 SP.265246 Par Yeerongpilly 
RIMS Act# 500000005437847
	Westfield Garden City
	9c. 
Major Regional Shopping Centre – Group C

	9d-1
	395 Hamilton Road, Chermside
	L.1 SP.192393 Par Kedron 
RIMS Act# 500000004535361
	Westfield Chermside
	9d. 
Major Regional Shopping Centre – Group D


15.10
Criteria for determining categorisation for differential rating categories 2b, 2c, 2d, 2e, 2f, 2g, 2h, 2i, 2j, 2k and 2m from 1 July 2020.

	Ref.
	Rateable property address
	
	Real property description
	Commonly known as (if named)
	Differential rating category

	2b-1
	603 Coronation Drive, Toowong
	
	L.10 RP.209688 Par Enoggera 
RIMS Act# 500000002165726
	Toowong Village Car Park
	2b. Commercial/Non‑Residential – Group B

	2c-1
	52 Alfred Street, Fortitude Valley
	
	L.1 SP.196979 & L.40 (BAL) SP.196964 Par Nth Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000004733644
	Valley Metro Shopping Centre
	2c. Commercial/Non‑Residential – Group C

	2d-1
	600 Gregory Tce, Bowen Hills
	
	L.112/115 703 & 705 SP.288048 & L.116/117 SP.288049 & L.704 SP.296435 Par North Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000005738707
	RNA Showgrounds
	2d. Commercial/Non‑Residential – Group D

	2d-2
	595 Gregory Tce, Bowen Hills
	
	L.709 SP.238200 Par North Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000005241918
	
	

	2d-3
	10 Symes St, Bowen Hills
	
	L.121 SP.238200 Par North Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000005241843
	
	

	2d-4
	191b Constance St, Bowen Hills
	
	L.120 SP.238200 Par North Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000005241835
	
	

	2d-5
	665 Gregory Tce, Bowen Hills
	
	L.109,110 &111 SP.288047 Par North Brisbane 
RIMS Act# 500000005579853
	
	

	2d-6
	631 Gregory Tce, Bowen Hills
	
	L.708 SP.288052 Par North Brisbane RIMS Act# 500000005653229
	
	

	2d-7
	639 Gregory Tce, Bowen Hills
	
	L.801 & 803 SP.288047  Par North Brisbane RIMS Act# 500000005579861
	
	

	2d-8
	11 King St, Bowen Hills
	
	L.802 SP.288047 Par North Brisbane RIMS Act# 500000005493428
	
	

	2d-9
	7 King St, Bowen Hills
	
	L.804806 & 808/809 SP.288047 & L.913 SP.288076 & L.813 SP.288077 & L.805 & 807 SP.288132 Par North Brisbane RIMS Act# 500000005892520
	
	

	2d-10 


	492 St Pauls Tce, Bowen Hills


	
	L.107 SP.238200 & L.108,811 & 815 SP.288047 Par North Brisbane RIMS Act# 500000005579887
	
	

	2e-1
	584 Mains Rd, Nathan
	
	L.3/4 SP.272422 Par Yeerongpilly RIMS Act# 500000005817352
	Queensland Sport & Athletic Centre
	2e. Commercial/Non‑Residential  - Group E

	2f-1
	1699 Old Cleveland Rd, Chandler
	
	L.1(BAL) SP.150590 Par Tingalpa RIMS Act# 500000004129793
	Sleeman Sports Complex
	2f. Commercial/Non‑Residential – Group F

	2g-1
	222 Stanworth Rd, Boondall
	
	L.48/49 SP.151264 & L.45/46 SP.284827 Par Kedron RIMS Act# 500000005385293
	Brisbane Entertainment Centre
	2g. Commercial/Non‑Residential – Group G

	2h-1
	40 Castlemaine St, Milton
	
	L.581 RP.227070 & L.354 RP.898660 & L.41 RP.904552 & L.471 SP.144611 & L.42 SP.161089 & L.357 SP.161706 Par Nth Brisbane RIMS Act# 500000005129071
	Suncorp Stadium
	2h. Commercial/Non‑Residential – Group H

	2i-1
	190 King Arthur Tce, Tennyson
	
	L.7 SP. 299715 Par Yeerongpilly RIMS Act# 500000005845650.
	Queensland Tennis Centre
	2i. Commercial/Non‑Residential – Group I

	2j-1
	411 Vulture St, Woolloongabba
	
	L.2 RP.803783 & TL.06/208598 – L.100 CP.900152 & L.101 SP.120175 & TL.06/218434 – L.103 SP.134698 & L.104 SP.179933 Par Sth Brisbane RIMS Act# 500000004774481
	The Brisbane Cricket Ground (Part thereof)
	2j. Commercial/Non‑Residential – Group J

	2k-1
	401 Vulture St, Woolloongabba
	
	L.3/4 SP.182798 Par Sth Brisbane RIMS Act# 500000004859746
	The Brisbane Cricket Ground (Part thereof)
	2k. Commercial/Non‑Residential – Group K

	2m-1
	71 Clyde Rd, Herston
	
	L.495 Sl.6366 & L.1/2 Rp.189805 Par Nth Brisbane RIMS Act# 500000002335881
	Ballymore Park Rugby Union Stadium
	2m. Commercial/Non‑Residential – Group M


15.11
Criteria for determining categorisation for differential rating categories 18 and 19 from 1 July 2020.

	Rateable property address
	Real property description


	Commonly known as (if named)
	Differential rating category

	537 Stanley St, South Brisbane
	L.50&54/62 RP.11625 & L.1 RP.11630 & L.43/46 RP.11633 & L.2 RP.185046 & L.3 SP.163361 & L.1 SP.227481 & L.6 SP.241935 & L.5 SP.241936 & TL.06/213427 - L.100 & TL.06/213426 - L.101 SP.119005 & TL.06/232181 - L.100 SP.192428 Par Sth Brisbane (L.6 & TL.06/213426 - L.101 & TL.06/213427 - L.100 SP.119005 & TL.06/232181 - L.100 SP.192428 - Closed Road Strata (Volumetric Lots) RIMS Act# 500000005258771
	Mater Public Hospital (Part thereof)
	18. Commercial/Non‑Residential – Special Concession

	1/547 Ann St, Fortitude Valley


	L.1 SP.268187 PAR Nth Brisbane RIMS Act# 500000005221969


	All Hallows’ School (Part thereof)


	19. CTS Commercial/Non‑Residential – Special Concession

	2/547 Ann St, Fortitude Valley
	L.2 SP.268187 PAR Nth Brisbane RIMS Act# 500000005221977
	All Hallows’ School (Part thereof)
	19. CTS Commercial/Non‑Residential – Special Concession


LORD MAYOR’S BUDGET SPEECH 2020-21:
The Right Honourable the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, advised that a copy of each Budget Submission for the 2020-21 financial year had been published via AsdeqDocs and hardcopies would be delivered to each Councillor. He delivered the following speech in support of the 2020‑21 budget.
LORD MAYOR:
Mr Chair, in the lead-up to the recent Council election, our clear message to the people of Brisbane was that experience matters. We offered them a choice of stable and sensible financial management. We promised that we would steer the city through the economic crisis that the coronavirus has visited upon us. We told them that we would continue our solid and proven record of responsible financial management. 

We told them we would keep rates low. We said we would continue to invest in the important facilities and services that make Brisbane a great place to live today—our parks and libraries, our buses, ferries and CityCats, our community groups and festivals, and well‑maintained roads and footpaths. We said we would invest in those things that will make the Brisbane of tomorrow even better than the Brisbane of today. New green bridges, the Victoria Park Vision and, of course, the turn-up-and-go Brisbane Metro, which will revolutionise public transport in our city.

We told them we wouldn’t shy away from the tough calls needed to manage Australia’s largest council. As you know, Mr Chair, the people of Brisbane put their faith in us, and accepted the promises that we made to them. They agreed with us that experience matters. Today, my team and I are delivering on those promises. 

The budget I am presenting today is framed in one of the most challenging economic environments and conditions in a generation. Yet, despite those challenges, this budget will help lay the foundations of our economic recovery and ensure that Brisbane is positioned to thrive as the world moves forward into the recovery phase.

This is a budget that builds to help Brisbane rebuild. This is a budget that builds roads, bridges, bikeways, footpaths and playgrounds. This is a budget that builds better public transport, with the turn-up-and-go Metro, and locally constructed double-decker CityCats. This budget will also help to build homes. It will help build new, greener homes and, more importantly, this budget will help to build employment. It will help to build jobs.

We will support households who are doing it tough. We will support local clubs and sporting groups, and we will back our hard-working businesses owners. At a time when the people of Brisbane are ready to step out from the shadow of coronavirus and begin the recovery work, they can be certain that their Administration is backing them with a budget that delivers targeted support to those who need it most. We will do that while continuing the LNP’s track record of delivering budget surpluses. 

Despite the obvious economic and financial challenges, the budget I am presenting today is a surplus budget. We don’t strive to deliver surplus budgets simply for the sake of having a surplus. Like any small business budget, or any household budget, responsible budgeting today means you can do more tomorrow. It means you can grow your business or invest in improving your family home. 

At the city level, the same principle applies. Responsible budgeting now means we can build a better Brisbane tomorrow. It means we can invest more, build more and deliver more for our community. This year we’re investing the dividends of responsible financial management into helping the people and businesses of Brisbane get back on their feet, just as we promised we would. This budget demonstrates that experience matters more than ever. 

Mr Chair, right across our city, we know people are doing it tough right now. We know there are thousands of households struggling with unemployment or declining revenue from a family business, and we know that the recovery from this struggle won’t be immediate. 

So, today, I announce that my Administration will freeze rates for the remainder of 2020. Historically, rates have increased from 1 July each year. However, this year all ratepayers will have six months’ relief. This, Mr Chair, is the first rates freeze implemented in Brisbane in 35 years—

Councillor interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
This rate freeze will apply to both residential and business rates. When rates are adjusted in 2021, they will rise by the standard figure of recent years—2.5%. But averaged across the 12 months of the budget, this will equate to a 1.25% rate increase. 

We will also offer targeted relief to households experiencing financial hardship, including a one-off $250 rates rebate for JobSeeker recipients. We will continue to support pensioners by providing a rebate of up to 40% on their rates bills, and free off-peak travel for seniors on buses, CityCats and ferries. 

I am also pleased to announce that we’re able to retain our popular 50% rates reduction for first-home owners. Over and above the existing 50% rebate, first home buyers who purchase a newly-built home to live in will not pay any general rates at all for the first 12 months: a 100% discount on general rates. This initiative is aimed at supporting not only the first home buyers themselves, but also the thousands of builders and tradies that rely on construction activity in the housing sector. 

But we know it’s just not residents and businesses doing it tough. Our community groups have had their opportunities to raise revenue slashed with the COVID-19 restrictions. We took early action to help these organisations by ensuring that fees and other Council charges were waived. We then announced we would help struggling sports clubs by providing a one-off $5,000 grant so that they could water their fields ahead of reopening. We have urged the State Government to reduce the State bulk water charge which is the single biggest cost on clubs’ water bills but, unfortunately, they have not yet listened to that call. But we will continue to make it.

In the meantime, we will be providing $3 million in direct financial assistance for community groups on Council land, to help them rebuild after this pandemic. This will not only help clubs pay for bills that have piled up during their forced closure; it will also support leaseholders who have been unable to do maintenance works on their building due to lack of revenue.

Mr Chair, when we were at the height of the coronavirus pandemic in April this year, we recognised the economic damage our residents would suffer was going to be deep, and for some potentially long term, with many jobs lost and a great number of our small businesses shut. Some will never reopen. For these reasons, we knew we needed to use the resources of Council to mitigate, where possible, the negative impacts and consequences to our economy. 

To meet this challenge, I established an Economic Recovery Taskforce, chaired by our Finance Chair, Councillor Adam ALLAN, to identify, develop and oversee specific economic recovery initiatives. This taskforce was given a wide brief, and a broad scope across Council to maximise economic recovery in Brisbane for the people most affected.

We have approached the Economic Recovery Taskforce with four key themes: first, supporting local business to recover; secondly, rebooting the economy where activity has effectively stopped; identifying future growth opportunities in a post‑coronavirus world; and identifying and incentivising the development of new markets and business opportunities.

One of the first initiatives of the Economic Recovery Taskforce is the re‑tasking of Brisbane Marketing, which from today will become the Brisbane Economic Development Agency. The agency will shift its focus to rolling out the initiatives of the Economic Recovery Taskforce, in exploring other opportunities to boost economic activity across the city. Other initiatives to flow from the taskforce include streamlining Council processes, as well as cutting fees and charges that unnecessarily impede business activity, making specific and targeted grants available for not-for-profits, and establishing a Brisbane business hub at The Capital, offering business mentoring and professional business advice, and extending our buy local campaign, with a focus on expanding business activity in suburban precincts.

Mr Chair, this Administration will help rebuild Brisbane’s economy and create more local jobs by increasing the number of Council contracts going to local business, through our local buy procurement policy. We recently cut the payment terms from Council to small business suppliers to seven days, and today I can announce that this will become a permanent initiative. We will also continue to waive a range of charges, rents and permit fees, including footpath dining, food business permits, and a whole range of other fees and charges until the end of December 2020. This will provide millions of dollars in relief for local businesses at a time when they need it the most. 

We will also provide more direct support to local businesses in the suburbs, through our team of Business Liaison Officers, a 24/7 business hotline, and online support through our dedicated Business in Brisbane engagement activities. We’re going to breathe life into our neighbourhoods, with $9.2 million to revitalise suburban precincts, and a $7 million fund to bring forward park and footpath projects in every single Brisbane ward. 

We will freeze car parking fees, both for on-street parking and in Council‑owned parking lots in the CBD, and because our budget was strong, we were able to switch off street parking meters throughout the height of the coronavirus, reduce the daily rate in Council’s Wickham Terrace and King George Square car parks, and also suspend parking enforcement measures. We did this to make life easier for those who still needed to drive each day for essential work. These measures came at a cost of almost $15 million to the budget, but this was all about the people of Brisbane supporting each other through tough times. 

What we learned as business picked up and retail stores reopened was that many small business owners relied on the turnover generated by parking meters to encourage more customers to drop into suburban trading areas. So, by having our parking meters fully operational again, combined with freezing the charges until 2021, we will support retailers by maximising visitor numbers to our local shopping precincts.

We know that the housing industry is a major employer across our suburbs. According to the Housing Industry Association, new home starts across Australia could fall by up to 40% in the coming financial year, which puts at risk up to 50% of those employed in the industry. In addition to our 100% rates rebate for first home buyers purchasing a new home, we will further support the home building industry by providing a 50% rebate on infrastructure charges for the greenest and most energy efficient buildings. This will be an incentive to those who are currently in the planning process, or who may already have an approval, to make a commitment to getting on with the work and creating jobs in our city.

By incentivising the construction of high-quality and environmentally sustainable homes, we will also be making further steps towards our Future Blueprint (the Blueprint) goal of promoting best practice design in Brisbane. This is a continuation of this Administration’s successful use of targeted incentives to stimulate and encourage construction activity in specific sectors of the industry. We have used this measure previously to prompt major increase in hotel accommodation, and again, to support the residential aged care sector. 

Now, as well as boosting employment by fast-tracking shovel-ready building projects, we will also be driving gains in energy efficiency, water use and liveability in the city’s building stock. This is an Administration that cares about Brisbane businesses, because we know that is where the jobs are created, and that is where the green shoots of economic recovery will be found.

This budget, Mr Chair, provides $72.6 million over four years to deliver new parks and sports fields in various parts of the city, including Runcorn, Nudgee and Heathwood—

Councillor interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
There’s a further $55.9 million over this term for developing new suburban parks, $12.9 million for upgrading neighbourhood parks, and almost $130 million for delivering iconic parks for Brisbane. 


This year’s budget will start delivering our many park commitments to the people of Brisbane, including Bradbury Park, on the border of Kedron and Chermside; Grinstead Park in Alderley; and the Murarrie Recreation Reserve. We’re providing $8.8 million over the next four years to support our Greener Suburbs Program which will see major landscaping and tree planting activities carried out across the city.

We will complete the work we started last year in Paddington, and start work in Manly West and Riverhills, those suburbs where we want to increase the shade cover and improve the amenity for residents. This record investment in greenspace and parks is supported by our Green Future Fund, which I established last year, and which is financed by the returns of the City of Brisbane Investment Corporation. The positive impact of this funding will continue this year, with an expected dividend of $15 million being invested into our city’s parks and greenspaces.

Our Victoria Park Vision continues to gain momentum. In the coming financial year, we will invest $3.3 million to finalise the design and plan construction following enthusiastic community support in the consultation phase. Brisbane residents have embraced the opportunity to put forward their ideas for our biggest new park in half a century. They want their space to become a place for nature retreat, for adventure, discovery and for reconnection. They have asked for native bushland areas, waterholes, walking tracks, bikeways, treetop walks, along with dozens of other ideas. I can announce today that, over the next four years, we will invest $83 million in bringing those ideas to life, with the transformation to commence next year, in 2021-22. 

We’re also embarking on a new project to prepare the Sherwood Arboretum for its 100-year anniversary. We will undertake a targeted program of investment in this amazing and unique green asset to ensure it’s ready to shine in 2025. 

Turning now, Mr Chair, to our very successful—

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
No interjections.

LORD MAYOR:
In the last term of Council, we honoured our commitment to purchase more than 750 hectares of at-risk bushland. In fact, we exceeded that target. We fast‑tracked 10 years’ worth of bushland purchases into just four years, and that land is now locked away forever for future generations. 


While we will continue acquisitions for the people of Brisbane, our focus in the coming term will be on maintaining and rehabilitating the bushland that is now in Council’s reserve. We will conduct fire-risk reduction, habitat restoration and invest $3.5 million in the coming year in our Wipe Out Weeds program. We will also be working to make sure bushland reserves are more accessible, so that residents and visitors can enjoy nature in our great city.


Mr Chair, expanding and improving our city’s transport and road network remains one of this Administration’s highest priorities. This budget gears up to kick off a $500 million investment in partnership with the Federal Government for coordinated action to deliver increased capacity and improved safety on suburban roads through the Better roads for Brisbane program. Council’s commitment to our Smoother Suburban Streets road resurfacing program continues in this budget, with $360 million allocated over the next four years. 


Our commitment to help the State Government eliminate open-level crossings remains on the table, and we continue to urge the State Government to do its part to deal with the congestion caused by its rail network. 


New initiatives we announced during the election are also funded in this year’s budget. We will be investing in improved safety for seniors around high pedestrian activity areas, such as hospitals, as well as investing in footpath improvements in and around areas with high concentrations of senior residents. 


We will spend $107 million over the next four years on footpath reconstruction, ensuring that damage caused by tree roots and land movement is repaired efficiently, and that our footpaths are safe for pedestrians. We will also commence our delivery of the $2.9 million SAMs (speed awareness monitors) for Schools project, which aims to bring our successful speed awareness monitors to schools which have ongoing issues with speed. It builds on our commitment to work with school communities to ensure that schools are safe environments; so that children feel safe walking and riding to school. This new project is in addition to $6.4 million allocated to creating safer paths to schools. 


We will spend $58 million in the next two years on major cycleway projects, including completing the Indooroopilly Riverwalk. This is in addition to our green bridges which will help transform the way residents move and to help reduce traffic congestion. While we deliver these major projects, we’re also progressing our range of commitments we made for new shared paths in our suburbs. 


Our Active Transport Infrastructure Fund has $29 million allocated in this term to construct a variety of smaller scale suburban projects. We will also invest $16.6 million over four years in making the Brisbane CBD more pedestrian and cyclist-friendly, as major developments in the CBD come online. With Brisbane Metro, Queens Wharf, Cross River Rail and our Kangaroo Point to the city green bridge, this investment will bring some of the ideas in our City Centre Master Plan and Adelaide Street Vision to life. I’m also pleased to confirm today that we will work with the Queensland Government to roll out pop-up bike lanes in the CBD as soon as possible.


Mr Chair, on my first day as Lord Mayor, I announced my Administration’s plan for five new green bridges, to make our river city more connected and easier for people to get around. With a commitment of $550 million towards these bridges, we will be making the largest investment in active travel infrastructure in the city’s history. We said those bridges would be a major 10-year project for the city, part of making the Brisbane of tomorrow better than the Brisbane of today.


Ahead of the election in March, I committed to fully funding, if necessary, two of those bridges, at Kangaroo Point and Breakfast Creek, rather than waiting for the State and Federal budgets to be handed down. Today, my team delivers on that commitment, with $23.2 million over the next 12 months to ramp up work on these first two bridges, and more than $300 million over four years. Of course, we will continue to advocate strongly for funding from other levels of government.


Before the election, Mr Chair, we also committed to listening to the people of Brisbane on how they would like to see those five bridges rolled out, and we have done that. We have held extensive community consultation on all five locations, and it’s pleasing to see overwhelming support for four of our proposed locations. However, Mr Chair, the people of the Centenary suburbs and Bellbowrie have spoken, and they have made it clear that they don’t support the proposal for a green bridge to connect their two suburbs. So, today, I confirm we have listened to the people in those suburbs, and we will look for other locations for our fifth green bridge.


Mr Chair, as you would have seen in the media in recent days, the turn‑up‑and‑go Brisbane Metro is moving ahead at full pace. Just like Brisbane itself, Metro keeps getting better. During construction, it will create 2,600 jobs, and a myriad of local supplier opportunities. Since the last budget, Mr Chair, we’ve announced that the people of Brisbane will get home quicker on world‑leading electric vehicles instead of the diesel-powered vehicles that were originally envisaged. This will require rapid charging infrastructure throughout the Metro system, as well as overnight charging at the Metro depot.


Early works at the depot are already under way, and Council has moved to secure additional vacant land next door to the original depot site. While this will add to the upfront investment, it will future-proof the Metro depot against residential encroachment, and it also gives us the capacity to increase the stabling and maintenance facilities in the future, as Metro is expanded beyond its original footprint. This is a wise investment today that will save ratepayers many millions of dollars tomorrow.


Our preferred tenderers for the construction partnership have also been named, and we’re moving ahead with the final design for the project. This now includes a bored tunnel under Adelaide Street instead of the cut-and-cover design originally proposed to connect Victoria Bridge with the King George Square station. 


Understandably, these variations represent significant changes in the scope of the Metro project. As a result, the budget has been updated to reflect these improvements. Mr Chair, Brisbane Metro is the most significant public transport project being undertaken in Brisbane right now, and in fact for many generations. By investing in Metro, we are responding to the commuters who are eager for more convenient and greener transport options. We’re responding to the ever-increasing demands on our road network, and beginning a project that will evolve and grow, serving our city for many decades to come. 


This, Mr Chair, is the essence of what good local government is about. I am so proud to be part of a team that had the foresight and the vision to conceive the Brisbane Metro project, and has the experience to deliver it, Mr Chair.


Across the other areas of our public transport network, we continue to invest in our next generation CityCats. The first double-decker CityCat has been embraced by the people of Brisbane, and I am pleased that, over the next four years, we will invest $37.1 million to build seven more, right here in Brisbane, supporting local jobs, and delivering a modern public transport network for the future.


We’re also investing $14.6 million to deliver new and upgraded ferry terminals, including the Howard Smith Wharves ferry terminal, and providing greater access to the waterfront dining and entertainment precincts. We will also continue our investment in our world-class bus network, with funding to purchase 60 rigid-equivalent, air conditioned and accessible buses to maintain Brisbane’s status of having one of the youngest and most modern bus fleets in the entire country.


We will also purchase four fully electric buses, increasing the number announced last year as part of our on-road electric bus trial. This will help to guide the procurement of our bus fleet in the future, and we look forward to the results of the trial as we continue our commitment to a modern public transport fleet for Brisbane commuters. 


As well as free off-peak travel for seniors, Council will continue to fund the Blue CityGlider in partnership with the State Government, and majority fund the Maroon CityGlider. Brisbane ratepayers will contribute more than $94 million in the coming year to support bus services across the city as part of our $144.8 million subsidy of public transport. 


Mr Chair, Brisbane is regarded as a leader in waste management and resource recovery. More than 130,000 individual waste collection services occur each day, while residents and businesses also deliver additional material to our resource recovery centres. Importantly, our efforts to work with the community and promote waste reduction are working. Over the last 10 years, there’s been a 40% decrease in the amount of recyclables being placed in the general waste stream. More than 105,000 households now use a green top bin, which has led to a 30% reduction in the amount of green waste going into red top bins. 


For the next two years, we will pause Council’s kerbside collection program, saving around $13 million. We have budgeted to resume this service in 2022—

Councillor interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
This saving has been reallocated to help fund more than $15 million in economic recovery initiatives, including the $7 million boost for suburban park and footpath projects, which will equally benefit every ward. 


In line with my team’s commitment before the election, in the coming year we will offer a larger yellow top recycling bin and continue to provide a green top bin at no up-front cost. We will also provide a rebate on the cost of compost bins, or worm farms, to help reduce the amount of organic waste going into landfill. 


Also, as I announced before the election, for the very first time, we will make Council’s popular tip vouchers available to all residents, not just homeowners. This will include everyone, including renters, to access our resource recovery centres at no charge—

Councillor interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
Mr Chair, the delivery of this budget would not have been possible without the assistance of many people. I want to personally thank all of my LNP team members for their ongoing commitment to working together to build a better Brisbane. I thank the DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, and Finance Chair, Councillor Adam ALLAN, for their assistance in formulating this budget. 

I want to also thank and acknowledge the support provided by the Chief Executive Officer, Colin Jensen; Divisional Manager, Bill Lyon; Chief Financial Officer, Paul Oberle; to Mark Russell, Tanya Neish and Catherine Swift, and the entire budget team, a big thank you. To all of our Council staff, I offer my thanks for your hard work and dedication to building a better Brisbane.

When the initial work on this budget began before Christmas last year, I don’t think any of us could have foreseen the challenges we would confront as a city. We would never have imagined having to turn off parking meters or waive fees for thousands of businesses. We could not have predicted the need to freeze rates and charges throughout 2020 and offer a $250 rebate to households doing it tough. 

But what we could predict, and what is an ever-present reality in framing a budget such as this, is that economic factors are always unpredictable. The LNP’s experience over 17 budgets now has included the GFC (Global Financial Crisis), the 2011 floods, many destructive storms and now this COVID-related pandemic—

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
No interjections, please. 


LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
That experience tells us that, while external factors can have an enormous impact on the budget, they can be overcome with sensible and solid financial management. It’s always been a critical part of our record in the past, and it will always be our approach into the future.


When we asked the people of Brisbane for their trust on 28 March, we told them that we would steer the city through the challenging times ahead, and we will continue to deliver on that promise. We told voters we would continue to keep the budget in surplus, and today, against the odds, we deliver on that promise. 


Most of all, we pledge to continue building a better Brisbane for tomorrow. This budget delivers on that commitment. Mr Chair, experience really does matter. This budget shows why. I commend it to the Chamber. Thank you.

Councillors interjecting.

Chair:
LORD MAYOR, can I ask for a resolution that the meeting be adjourned until Friday morning, please?

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair.

Councillor interjecting.

ADJOURNMENT FOR PROGRAM INFORMATION SESSIONS:

	737/2019-20
At that time, 11.30am, it was resolved on the motion of the LORD MAYOR, seconded by the DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, that the meeting adjourn until 9am on Friday 19 June 2019.


Chair:
Thank you. We’ll see you on Friday. 

The meeting is adjourned.

UPON RESUMPTION:
SECOND DAY – Friday 19 June 2020
PRESENT:

The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR (Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER) – LNP

The Chair of Council, Councillor Andrew WINES (Enoggera Ward) – LNP

	LNP Councillors (and Wards) 
	ALP Councillors (and Wards)

	Krista ADAMS (Holland Park) (Deputy Mayor)

Greg ADERMANN (Pullenvale)
Adam ALLAN (Northgate)
Lisa ATWOOD (Doboy)
Amanda COOPER (Bracken Ridge)
Fiona CUNNINGHAM (Coorparoo)
Tracy DAVIS (McDowall)
Fiona HAMMOND (Marchant) 

Vicki HOWARD (Central) 
Steven HUANG (MacGregor)
Sarah HUTTON (Jamboree)

James MACKAY (Walter Taylor) 
Kim MARX (Runcorn)
Peter MATIC (Paddington)
David McLACHLAN (Hamilton)

Ryan MURPHY (Chandler)
Angela OWEN (Calamvale)

Steven TOOMEY (The Gap) (Deputy Chair of Council)
	Peter CUMMING (Wynnum Manly) (The Leader of the Opposition)
Jared CASSIDY (Deagon) (Deputy Leader of the Opposition)
Kara COOK (Morningside)
Charles STRUNK (Forest Lake)


	
	Queensland Greens Councillor (and Ward)

Jonathan SRI (The Gabba)

	
	Independent Councillor (and Ward)

Nicole JOHNSTON (Tennyson)


	The Chair of Council, Councillor Andrew WINES, declared the adjourned meeting open and called for apologies.


	The Chair of Council, Councillor Andrew WINES, called upon the Leader of the Opposition, Councillor Jared CASSIDY, to present his response to the LORD MAYOR’s budget.


THE LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION’S BUDGET RESPONSE:

Councillor CASSIDY:
Thank you, Chair. A budget is all about priorities, and this LORD MAYOR has them all wrong. This budget should have been a genuine COVID-19 response, but instead this was business as usual. This budget will be remembered as the one that finally quantified the depth of ineptitude and mismanagement of Brisbane’s Metro bus project, that has seen a scandalous $300 million blowout under LORD MAYOR Adrian SCHRINNER’s watch.


But, yet again, this craven LORD MAYOR would have you believe it’s the fault of everyone except for him—the person who has been in charge since day one and whose fingerprints are all over every facet of this epic disaster. Metro is a shambles this LORD MAYOR will never live down, and nor should he. Make no mistake, mismanagement of major projects and the general sloppiness of this tired, lazy Administration has hit the budget bottom line harder than any damage wrought by COVID-19.


It’s the same old story that gets worse every year. Once again, his LNP Administration has inflicted a budget of wasted opportunities on the forgotten suburbs of Brisbane. Here was a golden opportunity to show the people of Brisbane how their Council understands the pain that many are going through, and to do our bit by freezing rates for an entire year. A Council that realises that, in desperate times, every little bit helps. 


Councils ranging in size from the metropolises of Melbourne, to the minnows like Lockyer Valley, get it. They’ve cut their cloth to suit the circumstances, kept rates on hold for a whole financial year. So have councils across the country, like Northern Beaches, Gosnell, Palmerston, Carnarvon, Darwin, Hervey, Murray, Serpentine, Jarrahdale and Broome, just to name a few. But the simple truth is that, as usual, this arrogant LNP Administration simply doesn’t get it.  

 
When Brisbane entered its worst economic downturn since the Great Depression, residents cried out for a Lord Mayor who would take decisive action and formulate a comprehensive plan to tackle the economic and social fallout from COVID-19. Instead, they got a leader who went missing in action. Barely emerging on Wednesday to deliver a budget, that merely pushes the pain further on up the road. It’s a half-baked budget full of half-baked measures to deal with COVID-19.


Instead of genuine rates relief, we got a deferral through to September when residents, unable to make ends meet in March, will somehow miraculously come up with the money at the very same time JobKeeper payments are set to stop. We got a six-month rate freeze which merely backends a rate rise, yet again, greater than the inflation rate. So, come January, rate bills will spiral while many are still reeling from COVID-19’s economic setbacks. Another 2.5% in July and 2021 will see a five per cent rates increase for the people of Brisbane.


The surplus that this LORD MAYOR is crowing about has increased from $75 million last year, to $195 million this year. Why, in the middle of an economic crisis, is this LORD MAYOR prioritising accounting over people? We welcome rates relief for people on JobSeeker but question why there is nothing for those ratepayers on JobKeeper. It’s yet another half-smart solution, ignorant of reality. 


Make no mistake, Chair, this LORD MAYOR is cynically using COVID-19 as a convenient catch-all for Brisbane’s economic woes. A budget with a solid foundation would have enabled this city to absorb the COVID-19 effects and still grant genuine rates relief for Brisbane households. Again, it’s simply a matter of priorities.


But, Chair, this is a LORD MAYOR whose idea of leadership was to announce a wage freeze for the lowest paid workers in Council for two years, while arrogantly, keeping his $100,000 expense account intact.


There are few constants in this modern life, Chair, but one thing you can bank on is that every Council meeting this LORD MAYOR and his Deputy will snipe at Labor Councillors about things that are happening up at William Street. Well, right back at you, LORD MAYOR. It’s about time this Administration listened to their LNP colleagues in William Street, like Tim Mander, who described a COVID-19 wage freeze as a sleight of hand accounting trick, not real budget repair, or like Deb Frecklington, who described the wage freeze as tearing up legally binding agreements and trashing the principles of a good faith enterprise bargaining process. 


This is a budget so short-sighted in terms of future labour force requirements that the proposed employment program allocation of $4.6 million has been slashed by 30%, and the youth traineeships and work program almost halved. Why didn’t this LNP Administration fund a fair dinkum rates freeze for Brisbane? Well, the simple answer is they’ve wasted so much money on poorly planned projects and borrowed money like a problem gambler to paper over the cracks. 


Over the 12 years since a Labor State Government made Brisbane happily debt free, this LNP Administration has run up debt at the staggering rate of $1 million each and every day, and what have we got to show for it? To try and explain this shameful economic excess away as a change to accounting standards is laughable. That somehow adding assets to the balance sheet increases debt. Seriously, give us a break. If the LORD MAYOR hadn’t squandered this money, we would have been prepared for COVID-19. 

Chair, Transport for Brisbane epitomises the failings of this LNP Administration that no amount of silly Brisbetter ads can disguise. At last, this budget has forced the LORD MAYOR to reveal what he refused to tell the people of Brisbane a few weeks ago when he rolled out the latest redesign of his ongoing Metro shambles. A staggering $287 million extra will now be spent on the mini-Metro than promised. Well, at least promised in one of its iterations. This is a hideous blowout that goes to the type of Administration this LORD MAYOR runs. He simply makes it up as he goes along. A LORD MAYOR whose idea of leadership is to blame the workers on the Queen’s Wharf development for his multimillion‑dollar disaster. Heaven forbid a fair day’s pay for a fair day’s work. How lame, how pathetic.

Metro always invokes a sense of déjà vu for me, Chair, because it’s the project that’s often talked about but never delivered. Let’s not forget what a Metro was supposed to deliver. I remember the announcement by Graham Quirk and his then Deputy, Adrian SCHRINNER, of a grand subway system to rival Paris or Montreal, that would be as transformative for Brisbane as the London Tube. There were glossy brochures showing trains arriving at underground stations. People could have been forgiven for believing this elaborate hoax. The expensive comms campaign was certainly impressive. 

The current LORD MAYOR reaffirmed that Metro would be an underground rail system. He said, ‘well, it is a Metro, just like the London Underground is a Metro, and the Tokyo Metro is a Metro.’ So, Brisbane was to get a subway like the 400-kilometre long London Underground and the 300-kilometre long Tokyo Metro. Well, nothing could be further from the truth. We know exactly what it is now. It’s a small busway extension with an above‑ground bus stop at the Cultural Centre. And you’ve got to pay an extra $287 million for it, Brisbane. This farce of PR (public relations) over planning has come to define this shambolic Administration. 

The LORD MAYOR of Blametown likes to say it’s everyone else’s fault, but this project was a test of his leadership. He should stand up and take responsibility, but like so many other times, he’s gone missing in action. Remember Adrian SCHRINNER talking about supporting local jobs during COVID-19? Well, I guess that was more talk than action as well, Chair. 

This budget reveals Brisbane’s local bus build is being gutted from next year, with $67 million ripped out of the budget and out of the pockets of local suppliers. New ferry terminals in this budget shows $48 million over the next three years, but last year’s budget had that at $65 million for the same period. So, that’s a $16 million cut to Brisbane’s public transport infrastructure. 

Chair, another area where this misguided budget has really missed the mark is active transport. This was a budget that should have capitalised on the post‑pandemic surge in active transport and stimulated long-term behavioural change. Instead, this LNP Administration has been caught flat-footed. Brisbane desperately needed a comprehensive mobility plan beyond one or two ultra‑expensive projects. Brisbane needs a comprehensive mobility plan to get this city moving. We are stuck in reverse while the rest of the world takes giant steps forward. 

Labor has been proactive in presenting a plan to get this city moving. We aren’t going to sit around and wait for the LORD MAYOR to start this conversation. We have engaged with key stakeholders, like the RACQ (Royal Automobile Club of Queensland), Queensland Walks, Bicycle Queensland, Space for Cycling, and we have spoken to residents, and the message is clear. This city needs to rethink the way we move people. It’s more than roads, public transport and bikeways in isolation; we need a coordinated approach that gets the most out of every dollar.

We will continue this engagement in the absence of anything coming from this Administration. We should be seeing a record investment in new footpath infrastructure, not just because it’s desperately needed, but because we have a generational opportunity to implement a serious mobility plan here in Brisbane. We can’t talk about mobility while Brisbane is lined with busted and broken footpaths. 

We hear the Chair of the Public and Active Transport Committee paying lip service to making Brisbane more walkable, but this budget shows just how hollow his words are. What we get is a woefully inadequate allocation of just an extra $1.2 million. With 40% of Brisbane streets not even having a footpath, this will barely scratch the surface of the surface. But wait, Chair, there’s less. The travel behaviour change budget has been gutted to the tune of $433,000. That’s a program to get kids to start riding and walking to school. It seems they’ve even given up on encouraging a culture of riding here in Brisbane. 

There is a raft of items slashed, like enhancing cyclist safety, bikeway reconstruction, and constructing key bikeway links. All up, $100 million over the next three years has disappeared from the budget just like magic. This LORD MAYOR would make David Copperfield proud. There is $100,000 less for traffic calming in the suburbs at a time when we should be doing more to make it safer for walking and cycling. Move Safe Brisbane has been completely cut. It was to be $1.6 million this year. It seems the safety of pedestrians in our outer suburbs is taking a backseat this year.

In fact, the active transport capital line shows that, over the next three years, capital is down $268 million from last year’s projections. That is insane. What is going on here in Brisbane? This is a LORD MAYOR who refuses to learn from his multitude of mistakes. A LORD MAYOR now blundering headlong into another disaster in the making—his top of the head plan to spend $550 million on a series of inner city green bridges. This project is so poorly planned that the LORD MAYOR couldn’t even convince his own local LNP Councillor that the Bellbowrie bridge was anything other than a dud. 

And, so much for the stunts that these bridges are being fast-tracked. The new green bridges item in last year’s budget showed $508 million to be spent by 2023, but this year’s budget is just $253 million over the same period. That’s not fast-tracking; that’s the slow lane. 

It’s the same in the suburban roads network, where a familiar tale of funding cuts to the forgotten suburbs is being told. District road projects have been cut drastically, down from the $3.2 million planned for this year, to now only $1.8 million being spent. Local access network improvements to suburban roads in the suburbs is facing a $216,000 cut, and there’s $100,000 less for road network improvement design.

A quarter of the major traffic improvements budget in the suburbs are carryovers from the 2019-20 financial year. Funding to the traffic management systems has been given the red light. There was a $1 million underspend in the 2019‑20 budget, and now it’s been cut by $3 million more this financial year. 

Chair, a further drain on this budget is the failed CityCycle scheme which the LNP Administration promised Brisbane would cost us nothing. We’re only halfway through the contract, and ratepayers have been forced to dump $20 million down this black hole. The French advertising giant that took the LNP for a ride, as usual, and we’re all paying for it. That shameful waste would pay to fix every broken footpath in this city three times over. The worst is yet to come. Transport partnerships show CityCycle expenses going up on previous projections each and every year.

Chair, this Council talks green, while 70 councils around Australia have embraced the environmental and economic benefits of FOGO—Food Organics Garden Organics. You don’t have to travel far to see FOGO in action; they’re doing it down the road in Ipswich. A FOGO bin service would drastically reduce the 80,000 tonnes of food scraps from Brisbane households that end up in landfill each year, and slash the amount of harmful methane it generates. Like the thousands of people who responded to a FOGO survey we recently launched—and joined the debate on ABC Radio—I believe this budget offered a timely opportunity to start the ball rolling on FOGO. But, as usual, this LORD MAYOR was missing in action.

Reducing Brisbane’s waste and litter in this budget reminds me of the old saying, the more things change, the more they stay the same. The only contribution this Administration makes to waste and litter is to fill our bins up with glossy brochures. Instead of FOGO, what do they propose, Chair? A return to the past, providing a rebate on the cost of a compost bin or a worm farm—not much good for units and townhouses around Brisbane. 

Instead of forging ahead with green initiatives, what do we get? A cut of $323,000 to the Love Food Hate Waste program. We see the energy efficient Light for Brisbane program cop a $1.5 million cut from its $5.1 million allocation this year. The Administration has slashed half a million dollars from the Carbon Neutral Council and Community Emissions program; a further $200,000 has gone from the Community Conservation Assistance program. The Conservation Reserves Management program is down $1 million, and Green Heart Homes and Schools, and Green Heart sustainability events have also felt Adrian SCHRINNER’s razor. There will be $400,000 less spent on street sweeping—so much for clean; and $50,000 less for tip shops, so green is clearly not a priority either. 


But it’s parks where the LORD MAYOR’s words are particularly hollow, Chair. What happened to the new era of funding supposedly funded by CBIC (City of Brisbane Investment Corporation) profits? This year $800,000 will be ripped from the upgrade neighbourhood parks program, and a further $250,000 slashed from improving park amenities. But delivery of new parks for Brisbane that has taken the biggest hit. It’s down a whopping $5 million. 


But, perhaps worst of all, the LNP will pause the kerbside collection program. This is an LNP Administration that can easily find $6.5 million a year for feel‑good advertising, in the lead-up to an election, no less, but can’t find the exact same amount to provide an environmentally responsible and wildly popular service. This has angered thousands of residents and is another step back into the past using COVID-19 as an excuse for bad policy.


There is always the fear, Chair, that once something is taken away by any level of government, it may never return. This LNP Administration continues with the institutionalised rip-off of small businesses who pay rates in this city. Small business pays the same amount as residential ratepayers—$350 a year—but don’t get the recycling bin unless they pay extra. 

Chair, at a time when the creative industries need all the help they can get, this budget has quietly removed a host of items. Just like the LNP at every level of government, support for the arts is non-existent. It’s only Labor who have stumped up to support this vital industry. This LORD MAYOR is missing in action. Creative Brisbane is gone. Likewise, new city artwork and public art on buildings and infrastructure is gone.

Long-standing projects like the Suburban Renewal Taskforce and the Suburban Construction Management Taskforce have also disappeared, Chair. This year there’s no direct allocation for extended library hours on Saturdays, nor Sunday openings in suburban libraries, and half the funds for library refurbishments and enhancements has been cut. All of the sport and recreation project grants have been removed, and the operating expenses for sport and rec facilities have been slashed by more than half. Grants to Men’s Sheds also appear to have gone.

Throughout this budget we see a similar theme—cuts for the next couple of years, then some miraculous reinstatements of funding that conveniently align with the four-year Council term. No doubt the LNP will tell us that this is their idea of a COVID-19 response. But what they don’t say, Chair, is that once these projects are gone, they’re probably not coming back. 

Economic development has also gone behind closed doors. Are we no longer a city of many skills, with that entire $600,000 program, which included projects like supporting small start-ups in the suburbs, no longer in the budget? There’s no trace of the Brisbane 2022 New World City action plan, one of Graham Quirk’s pet projects, with a $26 million budget, and 11 Vision 2022 projects now all gone. 

Support for our community groups and sporting clubs couldn’t be more essential than right now, Chair. Instead of committing to a comprehensive rescue package, the LORD MAYOR limped in with a woeful $5,000 water rebate a few weeks ago, barely scratching the surface. This rebate only applied to about 150 of the 600-plus clubs on Council sites. He, of course, true to form, went around blaming everyone else for the clubs’ woes. While quick to apportion blame, he never wants to be part of the solution. It’s not in his nature. 

We know this Council receives hundreds of millions of dollars in pure profit from Urban Utilities but is only willing to part with $1 million to help clubs. This doesn’t go anywhere near the level of support that is required to keep the doors open at so many of these organisations. They are operating on Council sites. The LORD MAYOR has a responsibility and cannot keep hiding from his duties.

Finally, Chair, more than 1,200 community-based organisations and community events will be slashed. The Lord Mayor’s Community Fund has been cut by more than half. Many community events simply won’t happen. Things like school fetes, movies in the park, support for organisations like Care Kits for Kids, who provide incredible support for children in foster care, will not be funded under this LORD MAYOR’s budget.

The papers contain footnotes that try to blame the State for these callous cuts. What an incredible cop out. When this LORD MAYOR chose not to create further grants programs, that are not at the discretion of local Councillors, he ruthlessly chose to play petty political games instead of helping community groups that are on the ropes. That says everything you need to know about this budget and about this LORD MAYOR. His values and priorities are all wrong. This budget is merely written confirmation. 

This was the LORD MAYOR’s opportunity to show the leadership this city desperately needed as we emerge from COVID-19. He ducked, he weaved, he hid, and, Chair, he failed. 

Chairman:
Thank you, Councillor CASSIDY. 

I will now call upon the Chair of the Finance, Administration and Small Business Committee, Councillor ALLAN, to reply. 

Councillor ALLAN.

REPLY BY THE CHAIR OF THE FINANCE, ADMINISTRATION AND SMALL BUSINESS COMMITTEE:
Councillor ALLAN:
Thank you, Mr Chair, and I am proud and privileged to be here this morning in wholehearted support of the LORD MAYOR, Adrian SCHRINNER, and the 2020‑21 Brisbane City Council Budget. The City of Brisbane represents a population of 1.2 million, and almost 130,000 businesses. Brisbane was once a small town, but now boasts a plethora of world-class facilities, industries, recreation and lifestyle options that are the envy of most cities. 


To ensure this city remains at the forefront, and continues to meet its very bright destiny, we must afford it the solid financial platform required to achieve its aspirations and potential. The 2020-21 budget, my second budget as Chair of Finance, comes at a time when the world is experiencing a pandemic like none in living memory. It has created significant social, health and economic hardship and uncertainty. For this very reason, it was imperative that this Administration prepare and deliver a budget for the coming year, and beyond, to chart a course for the city in these challenging times.


While other levels of government have vacillated on delivering a budget, this Administration, the Schrinner Administration, has a strong history of sound financial management and was always intent on delivering a pragmatic and responsible budget for the city, as residents would expect. Fiscal responsibility is a term thrown around loosely. However, such responsibility has always underpinned this Administration and its ability to maintain key basic services and deliver the projects and programs that ratepayers demand, even during this time of uncertainty.


The budget speech affords me an opportunity, on behalf of the Administration and Council, to give confidence to Brisbane ratepayers that we continue to serve you. We continue to serve you, not only in the basic services you require, but also through investment in the growth of our city, backing our local businesses and, importantly, relief for residents in these testing times. 

 
But along with the basic services residents expect, we’re also offering more to see and do in the clean, green and sustainable Brisbane. We’re bringing neighbourhoods and suburban retail precincts back to life and making it easier for first home owners to get a foot in the door. Through the fast-tracking of major construction projects, we will create jobs now and develop the infrastructure that our growing city needs. With the Greater Brisbane regions’ Gross Regional Product estimated to be more than $170 billion, which is half the State’s economy, and with more than 880,000 workers employed in our city, it is vital that Council’s budget supports and encourages sustainable economic growth.


The electors of Brisbane resoundingly endorsed this LNP Administration with a strong plan and vision just a few months ago. In preference to a Labor alternative, long on personal attack and smear, but woefully short on a plan or a vision. Based on Councillor CASSIDY’s response today, which was full of half‑truths and indignation, nothing much has changed. There is still no plan and no vision. An Opposition that is happy to criticise but has no discernible plan of its own. 

He states that we have the wrong priorities, but clearly the people of Brisbane don’t think so. It is now more evident than ever that the people of Brisbane have indeed made the right choice. They saw the value in voting for a strong, experienced LNP team, a team which is committed to the prosperity and protection of this great city. No one will deny that times are tough, but with our proven track record of responsible financial management, we will help to weather the storm of COVID-19 and the associated economic challenges.

We have had to make tough decisions under difficult circumstances, just as many families have had to do. But we hope that the residents of Brisbane appreciate that these tough decisions have not been taken lightly and will earnestly support the city’s recovery.

Now, turning to investing in Brisbane, it goes without saying that investment in our city is key to its liveability and growth. The importance of this Administration’s investment plan has never been more critical than during this COVID-19 pandemic. Through the fast‑tracking of major projects, and delivering vital infrastructure upgrades, we will deliver a stronger economy with more local jobs and supplier opportunities. 

We’re stimulating Brisbane’s economy, with an $840 million spend on infrastructure in the next financial year. That’s investment in jobs, supplier opportunities and city growth. From the construction of major projects like Brisbane Metro, Indooroopilly Riverwalk, to investments in new and upgraded ferry terminals, and the fast-tracking of green bridges, we are demonstrating our commitment to the residents and businesses which call Brisbane home. 

While Councillor CASSIDY is quick to criticise our projects, we are getting on and delivering the infrastructure that this city desperately needs, like Kingsford Smith Drive and Brisbane Metro. While it is evident that Councillor CASSIDY has only a rudimentary understanding of the challenges of project delivery, having never been in Administration to deliver one, I am sure he will be one of the first to drive along Kingsford Smith Drive and will be lining up for a ticket on the Brisbane Metro. 

I would note that many of these projects would normally be the responsibility of the State Government, but we are getting on and doing them. This Administration has an enviable record of project delivery encompassing tunnels, bridges, major road upgrades and other key projects. When last in Office, the ALP delivered very little in terms of infrastructure, with the ICB (Inner City Bypass) being the only one of note. 

Moving on to some specifics, this Administration is undertaking a massive investment in public and active transport. Adding to the already high-quality bus and CityCat public transport options, is our turn-up-and-go Brisbane Metro, the first of its kind in the Southern Hemisphere. Brisbane Metro will slash travel time for commuters, improve services, deliver jobs and position our growing city for the future. Metro will be a positive boost for our local economy, with approximately 2,600 jobs to be created during construction, along with supplier opportunities. Councillor CASSIDY, you spoke about a transport plan—this Administration has a transport plan; you’re still talking about one.

On to green bridges, we’ll see the fast-tracking of green bridges at Kangaroo Point and Breakfast Creek, with $23.2 million in funding to start work and create new job opportunities sooner. These bridges will take cars off the road and give people a new way to travel. We want to make Brisbane a city that’s connected and easy to travel around by foot, cycle and public transport. 

New and upgraded ferry terminals and CityCats will also feature. Construction of the South Bank and Howard Smith Wharves ferry terminals will see $14.6 million invested to provide greater access to these dining and entertainment precincts. In 2020-21, Council will invest in two new double‑decker CityCats creating much-needed local jobs. We will acquire seven new CityCats over four years, at an investment of $37.1 million. 

In this new financial year, we’ll continue our delivery of 60 new, air-conditioned buses and provide a $144.8 million public transport operating subsidy. We will continue the popular free off-peak travel for CityCats and ferries. This popular service has had 2.2 million passenger trips taken by seniors during the off-peak period between the beginning of October and the end of May, certainly a very, very popular service.

Turning to parks and green space, Brisbane is blessed with more than 2,140 parks, or a network of over 6,600 hectares. Residents right across our city should be proud of the wonderful parks and green spaces on offer. We are the envy of visitors and other cities. A further $55.9 million will be invested over this term for the development of new suburban parks and $12.9 million for upgrading neighbourhood parks. Such is our dedication to iconic parks in Brisbane, that we’re investing more than $100 million over the next four years—$72.6 million will be invested over four years to deliver new sports parks across the city, including at Runcorn, Nudgee and Heathwood. 


With respect to the ever-popular dog off-leash areas, we’ll be funding $1.1 million worth of upgrades across 12 locations. Of course, no discussion on parks could be complete without reference to Victoria Park. The gem in the future of Brisbane’s parks will be the transformed Victoria Park. Victoria Park will be an iconic public parkland, the biggest new park in 50 years. The transformation is job creating and offers many opportunities for local suppliers. Over this term, we’ll invest $83 million to start bringing the Victoria Park Vision to life.


Now, clearly some debt will be required to build this city-shaping infrastructure, and we only take on debt to build or acquire key infrastructure and assets. Councillor CASSIDY’s comments with respect to debt are clearly driven by a lack of understanding about recent accounting standard changes and the benefits of borrowing to provide key infrastructure that this growing city desperately needs. 


Based on Councillor CASSIDY’s comments today, he has limited commitment to building the infrastructure that this city needs, and we would be destined to mediocrity. He conveniently chooses to not mention our QTC (Queensland Treasury Corporation) credit rating, which continues to be strong with a neutral outlook, and our strong standing with the Queensland Audit Office. 


Turning to backing Business, it’s well known that small and medium business is the engine room of our local economy, with almost 130,000 businesses registered in the Brisbane local government area. We know that businesses make an enormous contribution to our local economic output. They are the lifeblood of our suburbs and CBD, and employ some 880,000 people in our city.


As an Administration supportive of the aspirations and endeavours of local businesses, we know that they bear the brunt of severe economic contractions as we are now experiencing. Now, more than ever, we need to buy local and support our suburban shopping precincts and communities. Council has a role to play in the provision of certain measures that provide an environment conducive to business survival and recovery post-COVID. We want to help businesses recover, and we also want to encourage more residents to buy locally.


We’re rejuvenating our neighbourhoods with a $9.2 million revitalisation spend via our Village Precinct Projects (VPP) program. Our Village Precinct Projects create more vibrant neighbourhoods right across Brisbane suburbs. It’s about creating shopping hubs where local business can thrive, and that provide increased amenity for our communities. Ultimately, we want to see Brisbane as a city of bustling neighbourhoods. Further, as restrictions are lifted, we will undertake localised promotional programs to bring customers back to our shopping precincts. 

We will provide additional support to business, with the establishment of the Brisbane business hub to provide mentoring, networking, advice and training programs to help business recover and prosper. Our team of Business Liaison Officers will continue to work with businesses to provide support and open opportunities. 

From a procurement perspective, we will continue to focus on supporting local businesses. Council has committed to 80% of spend with local businesses, and for the financial year up to May 2020, this initiative has supported 3,596 South East Queensland (SEQ) businesses, equating to a $920 million spend with local suppliers. With an annual procurement spend of approximately $1.3 billion, our policy is proving to be a real economic boost for the local business community.

In recognition of the hardship faced by Brisbane businesses, the LORD MAYOR announced a reduction in the payment terms for invoices from 30 days to seven days for businesses suppliers who employ less than 20 people. Early in the lockdown, the LORD MAYOR announced a reduction in a range of business fees, including advertising sign fees, entertainment permits, outdoor dining and mobile food vehicles to name a few. 

As at 29 May 2020, there have been some 2,274 businesses who have lodged applications for fee reductions. This has resulted in more than $732,000 of reduced fees. That’s money straight back into businesses’ pockets. These reductions will be continued until the end of December 2020, and will provide millions of dollars in relief to Brisbane businesses at a time when they are most in need.

To further support the economy, the Economic Recovery Taskforce was established by the LORD MAYOR in April, and as the Chair of the Taskforce, I can say that work is well under way to assist the Brisbane business community. Through the Taskforce, we have engaged with business and industry stakeholders through meetings, surveys and a submissions process. Our recent Brisbane Business Survey yielded some detailed insights from more than 700 responses we received in the month-long process. 

Council’s decision making has been informed by extensive consultation with peak industry bodies and Brisbane businesses. We are working with the business sector to rebuild Brisbane’s economy, a task expected to extend over a few years. More than $5 million has been allocated directly to the Taskforce for specific targeted initiatives, with further economic recovery initiatives imbedded in other sections of the budget.

We’re identifying red tape and regulation across Council that inhibits the success of businesses. We want to make life just that little less complicated for businesses already scraping by in this difficult climate. Brisbane’s economic situation is evolving, and our taskforce is designed to be agile and dynamic in its response. This isn’t about a short-term band-aid fix; rather, it’s a focus on the future and longer-term outcomes to seek for Brisbane businesses and residents. 

While many organisations have been impacted, so too have community groups and not‑for-profit organisations. Recently, we have provided a one-off water rebate of $5,000 to 189 eligible clubs to assist with the costs of maintaining their grounds, and we continue to lobby the State Government to consider their position on bulk water charges. We will continue to provide a 100% rebate of general rates and levies to over 290 not-for-profits until the end of 2020.

Additionally, $3 million will be provided in direct assistance to these groups to assist with their recovery efforts. These groups do so much for our communities, offering great sport, recreational and community-based outcomes for our residents. These are challenging times in which we live, times no one would wish for. I want to instil confidence in residents and businesses that we are diligently crafting a targeted plan to bring Brisbane through this period. 

While Councillor CASSIDY is quick to demand further expenditure, the reality is we are facing a very uncertain future. Accordingly, we must act responsibly and take a balanced approach for the benefit of the whole city, today and into the future. 

Accordingly, we have budgeted an operating surplus of $195 million. However, we are conscious in uncertain times that this can be quickly eroded. During the course of the 2019‑20 financial year, our operating surplus reduced by over $200 million due to unforeseen circumstances such as COVID-19. Councillor CASSIDY, while you’ve suggested that many programs have actually disappeared, they actually haven’t disappeared; they are merely in the core programs.

Now, turning to relief for residents, this Administration has recognised the significant impact that COVID-19 has had on Brisbane residents. Earlier this month the Federal Treasurer confirmed that Australia was facing its first recession in 29 years. No one could have foreseen the significant financial impact this pandemic would have on our city, or country, with significant loss of income and rising unemployment. We have seen unemployment in Brisbane alone increase to over six per cent, with many people in Brisbane financially suffering because of the COVID-19 pandemic.

We recognise that now, more than ever, it is important to keep the cost of living down for Brisbane residents. As part of this budget, we have continued to keep rates increases low, with a special COVID-19 rebate applied to all ratepayers to guarantee no increase on their rates for the first six months of the financial year. This will mean, on average, owner‑occupiers in Brisbane will only see a rate increase of 1.25% across the next financial year. 

Given the number of times that Councillor CASSIDY asked about this in recent weeks, I am pleased that he now has his answer, and would remind the Chamber that this is the first time in 35 years there has been a rates freeze in Brisbane. This is in stark contrast to the multiple six per cent rate increases under Labor. We won’t be taking lectures on rates from Labor. 

Turning to some of the specific relief initiatives for residents, this Administration will continue to take a sympathetic view towards residents and businesses who are struggling to pay their rates during this economic downturn. In March, the LORD MAYOR announced that this Administration would allow ratepayers to defer their rates for up to nine months without accruing interest. Since that announcement, more than 6,200 ratepayers contacted Council requesting a deferral or to enter a payment plan.

We anticipate that, once the nine-month deferral period ends, a significant number of ratepayers will want to enter payment plans. For those ratepayers, we will not be charging interest if they choose to enter a payment plan.

Now, turning to the JobSeeker rebate, with unemployment increasing as a result of the pandemic, there are more people than ever on the JobSeeker payment. As Council is seeking to provide targeted support for those most in need, we will offer a one-off $250 rebate for owner-occupier ratepayers who are receiving the JobSeeker payment. 

As part of last year’s budget, this Administration announced a rates rebate for first home owners in Brisbane. The rebate applied to first home owners in Brisbane who purchased a home for less than $750,000 from 1 October 2019. Since October last year, more than 2,200 first home owners are receiving the rebate, saving them on average $160 per quarter. As part of this budget, we will be expanding the rebate to give 100% discount to first home owners who will be undertaking new builds or buying new properties. Our initiative, alongside the Federal Government’s $25,000 HomeBuilder program, will not only reduce the costs for homeowners, but also support jobs and growth in the construction industry.

Council will continue to offer one of the most generous pensioner rebate schemes in Australia. The pensioner rates rebate will rise by 2.5%, meaning a full pensioner will receive a 40% rates rebate up to $1,040; a part-pensioner will receive a 20% rates rebate of up to $486. At this stage, 43,765 pensioners are estimated to receive a pensioner rebate in 2020-21.

These initiatives to support our residents have been achieved in the face of declining revenue for Council, and certainly some tough decisions have had to be made in delivering the budget, some of which have been unpopular. However, financial responsibility comes at a cost. 

Councillor CASSIDY has gone to some lengths to describe the budget as half-baked, or half a budget. But it is Councillor CASSIDY who sees things in halves and half-truths. He sees only the expenses side of our revenue and expense position. He pays no attention to the revenue impacts of COVID-19 which is estimated to have a $142.5 million hit on our revenue in the coming year—and could well be higher.

He sees plenty of opportunity increase expenses in this environment, but says nothing of the revenue impacts. This is typical Labor budgeting—spend, spend, spend. It’s magic pudding budgeting. They live in a naïve financial utopia with one eye closed, blind to the full picture. And he’s calling on this Administration to do more, while his mates down in George Street are happily raising bulk water charges by 3.5%. 

Mr Chair, Councillor CASSIDY believes that the rates freeze should have been for a longer period. To have such certainty about the year ahead, Councillor CASSIDY must have a crystal ball that helps him see into the future. Quite clearly it was faulty leading into the March elections. I would also note that Brisbane continues to have the lowest minimum residential rates in South East Queensland.

In conclusion, Mr Chair, getting residents back on their feet and Brisbane open for business again will ensure our city remains a great place to live, work and relax for years to come. This obviously isn’t a budget of excess, but equally, it isn’t a budget so constrained that we can’t deliver most of what is required. It is a measured budget, approached with a sense of caution, where hard decisions have had to be made, but also a willingness to progress initiatives beneficial to the growth and betterment of our city. 

Let me be clear—this budget is about continuing to deliver during trying times. Our budget builds to help Brisbane rebuild. From fast-tracked green bridges, double-decker CityCats, an $840 million investment in infrastructure, to seven‑day payment terms for small business suppliers, and increases in rates rebates for first home owners—only this Administration understands the needs of, and is delivering for, Brisbane ratepayers. We mustn’t forget Brisbane has a history of coming together to help our community in crisis, and we can all do our part to make Brisbane better for everyone. 

By supporting key infrastructure investment, initiating relief for businesses and residents, and buying locally, I have no doubt that we’ll again be a thriving city following the pandemic setback. Again, it is with immense pride that I stand here to support the LORD MAYOR’s budget. This Administration does not take this responsibility lightly and has every expectation that the Brisbane of tomorrow will be even better than the Brisbane of today. 

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor ALLAN:
I would especially like to thank the Council team for their terrific contributions to the development of the budget, including the CEO, Colin Jensen; Bill Lyon; the CFO, Paul Oberle; and of course the finance team that have been working on this budget for many months now, including Tanya Neish, Mark Russell, Catherine Swift, and many others—a truly outstanding effort. Very well done. 


I would also like to acknowledge the LORD MAYOR, the DEPUTY MAYOR, the Chairs, Michael Kucera, and Gemma Long and Tristan Bick from my office. I commend the budget to the Chamber. Thank you.

Chairman:
LORD MAYOR, may I have a resolution to adjourn the meeting until Wednesday, please.

ADJOURNMENT FOR PROGRAM INFORMATION SESSIONS:

	738/2019-20
At that time, 9.50am, it was resolved on the motion of the LORD MAYOR, seconded by the DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, that the meeting adjourn until 9am on Wednesday 24 June 2019.


Chair:
Enjoy your information sessions. 

We’ll see you back in the meeting on Wednesday. 

The schedule for the information sessions was as follows:
BUDGET INFORMATION SESSIONS – 2020-21
	Program
	Venue

(City Hall, Adelaide Street,

Brisbane)
	Date and time

	Infrastructure for Brisbane 

(including City Projects Office – business)
	Balmoral Room, Level 1
	Friday 19 June 2020

11am–2pm

	Future Brisbane
	Council Chamber, Level 1
	Friday 19 June 2020

11am–2pm

	Transport for Brisbane 

(including Transport for Brisbane – business)
	Balmoral Room, Level 1
	Friday 19 June 2020

2.30pm–5.30pm

	City Governance
	Council Chamber, Level 1
	Friday 19 June 2020

2.30pm–5.30pm

	Clean, Green and Sustainable City (including Field Services – businesses)
	Balmoral Room, Level 1
	Monday 22 June 2020

9am–12pm

	Lifestyle and Community Services
	Council Chamber, Level 1
	Monday 22 June 2020

9am–12pm

	Economic Development
	Balmoral Room, Level 1
	Monday 22 June 2020

1pm–4pm

	Community Health and Safety
	Council Chamber, Level 1
	Monday 22 June 2020

1pm–4pm


UPON RESUMPTION:
THIRD DAY – Wednesday 19 June 2019
PRESENT:

The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR (Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER) – LNP

The Chair of Council, Councillor Andrew WINES (Enoggera Ward) – LNP

	LNP Councillors (and Wards) 
	ALP Councillors (and Wards)

	Krista ADAMS (Holland Park) (Deputy Mayor)

Greg ADERMANN (Pullenvale)
Adam ALLAN (Northgate)
Lisa ATWOOD (Doboy)
Amanda COOPER (Bracken Ridge)
Fiona CUNNINGHAM (Coorparoo)
Tracy DAVIS (McDowall)
Fiona HAMMOND (Marchant) 

Vicki HOWARD (Central) 
Steven HUANG (MacGregor)
Sarah HUTTON (Jamboree)

James MACKAY (Walter Taylor) 
Kim MARX (Runcorn)
Peter MATIC (Paddington)
David McLACHLAN (Hamilton)

Ryan MURPHY (Chandler)
Angela OWEN (Calamvale)

Steven TOOMEY (The Gap) (Deputy Chair of Council)
	Peter CUMMING (Wynnum Manly) (The Leader of the Opposition)
Jared CASSIDY (Deagon) (Deputy Leader of the Opposition)
Kara COOK (Morningside)
Steve GRIFFITHS (Moorooka)

Charles STRUNK (Forest Lake)


	
	Queensland Greens Councillor (and Ward)

Jonathan SRI (The Gabba)

	
	Independent Councillor (and Ward)

Nicole JOHNSTON (Tennyson)


	The Chair of Council, Councillor Andrew WINES, declared the adjourned meeting open and called for apologies.


RESUMPTION OF DEBATE ON THE 2020-21 BUDGET:

The Chair then called on the Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, to move the motion for the consideration of the Budgeted Financial Statements.

739/2019-20
The LORD MAYOR subsequently moved, seconded by the DEPUTY MAYOR:
That the:
(1)
Resolution of Rates and Charges including all provisions and appendices as set out on pages 210 to 306
(2)
Annual Plan and Budgeted Financial Statements as set out on pages 7 to 15, comprising of:

(a)
Summary of Recommendations

(b)
Statement of Income and Expenditure

(c)
Statement of Income and Expenditure – Businesses and Council Providers

(d)
Statement of Financial Position

(e)
Statement of Changes in Equity

(f)
Statement of Cash Flows

(g)
Summary of Recommendations – Long-Term Financial Forecast

(h)
Statement of Financial Ratios
(3)
Revenue Policy and Revenue Statement as set out on pages 196 to 209
(4)
Schedule of Fees and Charges, the Register of Cost-Recovery Fees and associated delegations to the Chief Executive Officer 

be noted for later debate and adoption.
Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion was declared carried on the voices.

PROGRAM PRESENTATION

Next, the Chair advised Councillors that the presentation of the various Programs and Business and Council Providers would be in accordance with Chapter 6, section 74 of the Meetings Local Law 2001. 
LORD MAYOR:
Point of order.

Chair:
Point of order, LORD MAYOR.

Alteration of order of business in agenda

In accordance with the Meetings Local Law 2001, section 11(2) the LORD MAYOR altered the order of business set out in the agenda by bringing forward Program 7 (Economic Development) to be the next item of business. 

Chair:
Alright. My understanding is the LORD MAYOR has that authority to change the agenda at his discretion. 

So, we will accept the change and we’ll move directly to Program 7.
The Chair then called upon the DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, to present the Economic Development Program.
7. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM:
740/2019-20
The DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, Chair of the City Planning and Economic Development Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Fiona HAMMOND, that for the Economic Development Program the services of Council, the allocations for the Operations and the Projects and the Rolling Projects as set out on pages 114 to 125 for the years 2020‑21 through to 2023-24 so far as they relate to Program 7, be adopted.
Chair:
Is there any debate?


DEPUTY MAYOR.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair, and I rise, metaphorically, to speak on Program 7, Economic Development. And I thank the LORD MAYOR for bringing this very important Program forward today, because this Program is dedicated to building Brisbane’s economy and creating new and innovative jobs now and into the future. 

Councillor interjecting.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Over the last decade, Brisbane has strengthened its position as the main engine of economic growth for South East Queensland and is the most significant economy in Queensland. We’ve worked hard to establish ourselves and put Brisbane on the map as a globally attractive destination. Famous for our unique outdoor lifestyle, boasting year-round events, festival and activities, and quickly emerging as one of the most desirable locations for new and emerging businesses. But Brisbane’s economic situation has changed significantly, and our 2020-21 budget is being handed down in a climate of economic recovery. 

The COVID-19 pandemic and the subsequent restrictions imposed to contain it put a temporary pause on much of Brisbane’s economy. This year’s Economic Development Program will have a critical role in delivering economic recovery strategies to get local businesses back on their feet and restore confidence in the economy. We will continue to focus our efforts on supporting local business and strive towards our goal of creating the most business-friendly city in Australia. We know that families from all corners of our city are doing it tough and struggling with the loss in income and unemployment. Small business is the backbone of Brisbane’s economy and it is the heart and soul of our community. 

The people of Brisbane know it is going to be a tough road ahead, but they put their trust in our LORD MAYOR and this Administration to lead them through with confidence. They have recognised that in a time of crisis and uncertainty, experience and leadership is what matters most. We took early action in the midst of a looming economic crisis to give business the help they needed, with a $7.9 million business support package that will waive a range of charges, rent and permit fees for business until December 2020. We established the Buy Local campaign to ramp up the support for local businesses in suburbs and introduced the Local Buy procurement policy to ensure that Council contracts would prioritise local business first and foremost, including a seven-day payment term for small business suppliers. 

Knowing that we’re about to enter one of the greatest economic downturns of our generation, the LORD MAYOR immediately established the Economic Recovery Taskforce (the Taskforce), ably led by the Chair of Finance, Councillor Adam ALLAN. The Taskforce has been hard at work developing targeted initiatives that will steer this city through the recovery phase and lay the foundation to build a new and better Brisbane. These are not temporary measures, the LORD MAYOR announced that we will continue to roll out these initiatives and refocus this year’s budget to revitalise Brisbane’s economy and get people and businesses back up and running again. 

The re-tasking of Brisbane Marketing to Brisbane Economic Development Agency (BEDA) was one of the first immediate changes made to support the needs of Council and the people of Brisbane at this time. The Brisbane EDA (Economic Development Agency) will shift focus to deliver a range of programs to drive economic recovery and look to boost Brisbane as a destination for visors and investors. In partnership with Council’s Economic Development team, Brisbane Economic Development Agency will establish a Brisbane Business Hub to be hosted at The Capital in Queen Street Mall. The hub will offer businesses in Brisbane the support they need to get them through these next few months and provide a space for new and emerging businesses to establish themselves in the Brisbane market. In the first year alone, we expect the Brisbane Hub to help up to 1,000 businesses to recover and secure their future; build a stronger, more resilient environment for business in Brisbane to grow and prosper. We now look to the future to ensure Brisbane meets its full potential for economic growth, recovery and vitality. 

The ED (Economic Development) Program will support Brisbane’s long-term economic goals and shift our focus to support industries where Brisbane demonstrates a competitive advantage. One of the first actions we’ll be taking is to develop a two-year interim action plan, to guide our economic development strategies for Brisbane, beyond the current 2012 Brisbane Economic Development Plan. This plan will focus on delivering the programs and initiatives brought down through the Economic Recovery Taskforce and will look to identify clear, short-term goals that can support the Brisbane economy during the current climate of economic uncertainly. 

This is a unique opportunity to focus on local markets and skills development, while also protecting key industries for future expansion once restrictions ease and trade can resume. With change brings new and exciting opportunities to better the way we live and work, and build a strong foundation for growth and revitalisation. In the face of rapid population growth; new technology; and changing consumer business needs, we need to be more agile than ever. We have established the office of City Analytics to monitor and report the impacts of COVID-19 on our economy. When the pandemic hit and our city went into lockdown, we witnessed widespread disruption across all corners of the city.

A quick recovery is possible, but when faced with uncertainty and change, we need to be able to provide surety in our decisions and restore confidence in the community. By analysing available data on Brisbane residents and businesses from various sources, we’re able to build a strong alignment between how we collect and use this data to drive decisions and prioritise city-shaping projects.


In addition, we can monitor the economic recovery and measure the performances of our city services and compare our performance against other cities around the world. Sharing this information in Brisbane platforms will give our local businesses greater insight into the current economic climate so they are best positioned to make changes and adapt to suit the current needs of the city.


The impacts of COVID-19 have demonstrated more than ever the value of information and knowledge sharing, and we are committed to connecting business through this time of uncertainty with the tools they need to recover and thrive. Our popular developmental programs, training and skill workshops have not stopped and will continue to roll out over the next year to support budding entrepreneurs, start-ups and youth in Brisbane. 


Owning a small business is tough at the best of times, and our dedicated business webpage and Business in Brisbane Facebook group provides a connected community of business owners, and offers them practical tips and advice to help them grow. The Facebook group has proved highly successful in the current climate, providing local business owners with the most up to date resources and information available. With more than 2,500 members and growing, it’s a great way to connect with other business owners and learn first-hand from business experts what it takes to own and operate a successful business.


We also provide a citywide events calendar for businesses to share their events for free and see what other events are happening in Brisbane. With the new dedicated online presence for Brisbane businesses, it will be an integral service going forward. We’ve received overwhelming feedback from those who attend these programs, and we’ll now investigate other ways to provide opportunities for businesses to learn new skills and engage with the broader business community, some of which will move into that Brisbane Business Hub as the central location for support and learning, as it then spreads throughout the suburbs across the city.


Our 24-hour business hotline and dedicated team of business liaison officers will also be available to help business owners access the relevant information and resources they need. Through precinct support, we will provide more direct support to local businesses in our suburbs with the continuation of our local business partnership initiatives. This initiative has been highly successful in helping business precincts strengthen their local brand and create a destination experience that attracts residents and visitors to the area, encouraging them to spend locally and connect in their communities.


We’ve made it easier for businesses to get up and running, and we’ve invested $2 million to subsidise a vast range of Council fees and charges by up to 50% and reduce the costs of obtaining the necessary approvals to operate their businesses.


A lot of precincts have struggled with more and more shop vacancies, and the Suburban Shopfront Activation program, which was launched earlier this year, is up and running again, and looking to connect property owners with emerging businesses that are seeking temporary pop-up space to give their business a boost.


To incentivise participants, we are offering 2,000 grants to the first 12 matches to cover the costs in setting up their pop-up shop, so they have the best chance of success. Further grants are available to business owners to incentivise small-scale improvement projects that give shopfront facades a facelift in a bid to lift the standard of amenity in our local shopping precincts, creating high quality and attractive neighbourhood centres.


There is an ever greater need at this time to activate our shopping precincts and help revitalise our local businesses, and with the reconnection of our locals into these precincts over the lockdown period over the last couple of months, I think we have a fantastic opportunity to make sure that these initiatives and programs offer exactly that.


Of course, we can’t forget we also have our City and Valley Malls that, although have been a bit quiet over the last couple of months, are the very heart of our CBD, and they need our support as well. These areas make up the majority of our city’s workforce and attract more than 26 million visitors a year. The continued investment in world-class infrastructure has unlocked new opportunities for growth and development, connecting residents, workers and visitors to the epicentre of business, retail and entertainment. Our efforts will look to promote the many events and activities that are held year-round to stimulate the day and night economy in these precincts. 

Positioning Brisbane City as a premier destination to stay, play, shop and dine not only attracts domestic and international visitors but encourages residents and workers to delve deeper into the unique offerings we have right here in our own backyard. Our dedicated web platforms and social media accounts look to showcase our vibrant and creative city. There is so much on offer, and it’s all about raising awareness and encouraging people to stay longer with more to see and do.

With a focus on improving the overall visitor experience and boosting foot traffic to local traders, the ongoing maintenance improvements that are undertaken on a day-to-day basis ensure that these key precincts operate at a world-class standard and are safe, accessible and clean. These are essential services our residents expect from our Council and are what gives us the competitive edge when people choose to live, work and stay in Brisbane.

Of course, Brisbane Economic Development Agency will have a big role to play in driving demand for local tourism, attracting new capital city and supporting those businesses as we come out of the pandemic. They will deliver a series of programs that strengthen the Brisbane brand and drive awareness and demand for Brisbane as a place to visit, do business and invest. 

We will look to secure major events to Brisbane in domestic markets and further afield, as restrictions begin to ease and borders reopen. Major events play a critical role in profiling the city and showcasing everything we have to offer. While measures put in place to limit the spread of COVID-19 at this time have put a hold on these plans, we are well prepared for the future, and have a series of confirmed events later this year.

Of course, as the region’s regional tourism organisation, supported by Tourism and Events Queensland, the Brisbane Economic Development Agency is working closely with local tourism operators and external organisations to implement re‑attraction strategies and coordinated marketing campaigns that drive tourism and trade opportunities in our city. 

Now is the time to focus in our backyard to ensure our local economy is best positioned to face the challenges over the next two years as we rebuild and thrive once we are past the recovery phase. Brisbane Economic Development Agency has been tasked with exactly that: to focus their efforts on getting the support that the Brisbane businesses need into the Brisbane Business Hub as an important mentoring and business service area, running to help as many businesses as we can through this time. 

Through a series of targeted support programs, industry development workshops and seminars, we are able to focus on growing our existing business here in Brisbane but also create new and innovative jobs, and when we get there, look further afield to develop key priority industries when we can trade internationally again, where Brisbane already has a competitive advantage which presents the best opportunity for growth in the current economic climate. 

It is very, very clear that the re-tasking of the Brisbane Economic Development Agency is what puts Brisbane above all the other cities across Australia as having the best economic recovery action plan going forward as we come out of our restricted lockdowns.

But before I finish, what would the Opposition do when it comes to delivering economic support to this city? It is very, very clear—and let me make it known, Mr Chair—I am sure we will hear from the other side this afternoon that they had no idea about any cuts that may have been happening in Brisbane Marketing, even though I clearly answered all of those questions on Monday afternoon, whether they were listening or not. This Administration, who developed and supported Brisbane Marketing from the beginning, and now Brisbane EDA to drive the economy for over a decade, stand beside them now and task them with the job of supporting our businesses.

What does Labor say? In his budget reply speech last year, Councillor CUMMING said, ‘Madam Chair, let’s turn to another body that Labor would disband and make significant savings, and that is Brisbane Marketing’.

Councillors interjecting.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
If they were voted in in March, they would not even exist. So, I do not want to hear one word about programs that are being refocused and re-tasked in the Brisbane Economic Development Agency from the hypocrites that sit on the other side of the Chamber. Quote, Councillor CUMMING, Leader of the Opposition, budget reply speech, 2018, ‘Brisbane Marketing con job is perpetrated by the LORD MAYOR and the responsible Chair, Councillor ADAMS’.

Councillors interjecting.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
They don’t know—

Councillor interjecting.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
They don’t know how to run the economy, but they’ll sit there and they’ll send barbs over totally opposite to what they have held firm on for the last 10 years. They don’t support the economy; they don’t support Brisbane Economic Development Agency. This Administration is getting on to strive towards our goal—

Chair:
Councillor ADAMS, your time has expired.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
—of creating the most business-friendly city in Australia.

Councillors interjecting.

Chair:
Further speakers?

Councillor CASSIDY.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Thanks very much, Chair, and I would remind Councillor ADAMS that the election is over. We can be positive and work in a constructive way, Councillor ADAMS, through you, Chair—
Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
No, no interjections—

Councillors interjecting.

Chair:
No, no interjections—

Councillors interjecting.

Chair:
Councillors, please, focus on the matter at hand. 

Councillor CASSIDY.

Councillor CASSIDY:
We’ve been instructed here, DEPUTY MAYOR, when we—

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
No interjections, Councillor CUMMING.

Councillor CASSIDY:
This is the Council Chamber; it’s not a schoolyard, so let’s be a little mature here, I think.


Chair, this is one of the Programs that we should have seen a seismic shift in priorities for this Administration. We have before us an unprecedented crisis heading our way, not something seen in modern Brisbane. We had the chance for this budget to refocus the way Brisbane City Council deals with economic development. This year should have been all about economic recovery, but we are not seeing enough of this, Chair.


While in this Program revenue has taken a very modest hit for the year ahead, expense in this Program - Economic Development, is down significantly. The DEPUTY MAYOR put that down to the lower funding to the new Economic Development Agency, due mainly in her own words to less international student work for that agency. But there is a different story hidden away here in the budget papers, Chair.


We have always called for Brisbane Marketing to be re-born into something much more useful for business and industry here in Brisbane, and we don’t shy away from that. In the past, the best way I’ve heard Brisbane Marketing described by people who have had to deal with Brisbane Marketing is that Brisbane Marketing was very good at marketing Brisbane Marketing, and that was about it. So, we have said for a very long time that what Brisbane needed was to refocus the work of this area of Council to genuine economic development. We’ve been saying that for years, now, but the year 2020 brings that into particularly sharp focus, Chair. 


I had hoped, Chair, that hearing the news of the new so-called Brisbane Economic Development Agency would mean a better approach. However, what we know is that this agency is just Brisbane Marketing rebranded with less funding and less staff, and now we find out today less Brisbane Greeters. This service should have been brought in-house and have the might of Council focused on economic development here in Brisbane instead of outsourcing it all the time. 

Again, this was an opportunity not just to streamline the way economic development is done here in Brisbane, but also rise to the occasion, making the conscious decision to use this unique set of circumstances to say: we will do things differently here in Brisbane. We will make our Council one that is focused fairly and squarely on the economic recovery of our city and our region. But again, like most of this budget, Chair, it’s a massive missed opportunity.

We know the recovery of our communities to something bigger and better, and more unique and resilient than what we saw pre-COVID-19, will happen in our suburbs if it happens at all, so often the forgotten suburbs under this Administration, but the resources in Economic Development just aren’t there. 

In the program called Growing Brisbane’s Economy, there are just two staff. In the program Enabling Economic Growth, there are just over seven full-time equivalents. In the program called Thriving Suburbs and Business, there are just five-and-a-half full-time equivalents, and in the program Delivering World Class Economic Precincts, there are just over 11 full‑time equivalent positions. 

Now, in the new Brisbane Economic Development Agency, which is, of course, external to Council, there are—well, the DEPUTY MAYOR said there were 92 full-time positions in the information session, but then went on to say there would be significant job losses to come over the next month or so because funding to that agency is down around—

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Point of order.

Councillor CASSIDY:
—around $5 million.

Chair:
Point of order to you, Councillor ADAMS.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Claim to be misrepresented.

Chair:
Noted. 

Councillor CASSIDY:
And she said in the information sessions, Chair, that the new Brisbane Economic Development Agency had only found out about their funding cuts on Wednesday when the LORD MAYOR handed down his budget, and they would have some very difficult decisions to make around staffing. The CEO of that organisation confirmed that all those staff are on common law contracts, and many of them would be going. 


So, something isn’t quite right here, Chair, when we hear this rhetoric from the Administration, but we see the reality in the budget papers. There is no clear direction that the new so-called Economic Development Agency will have a suburban focus at all, just like the old Brisbane Marketing failed to have a genuine citywide approach. The support out there really isn’t much for small business. 

The direct support for small businesses seems to be business as usual this budget, which is disappointing given we should be anything but business as usual as we emerge from COVID-19. The support for start-ups in struggling high streets is just $2,000 for rent. I know in my community down in Sandgate that will get you a shop for a couple of weeks, probably. There is also a $50,000 fund for shop owners to get some Council funding to do things like painting their shopfronts, and that has to be shared across Brisbane’s almost 200 suburbs. 

 
So, again the rhetoric is certainly there, but the reality of this budget is something much, much sadder. There is no focus on the forgotten suburbs of Brisbane, Chair, there are no new grant programs of any note; there is no investment in the future with skills programs just all lumped in together and treated as an after-thought in this budget. This city of suburbs that we have has so much potential, but with such little support from this Administration. We should be a driving force in our suburban shopping strips, our historic industrial precincts, and our emerging manufacturing hubs, Chair. But under the LNP here in Brisbane, it’s got to be glossy and glittery for them to even care.


For them, high end retail, sure; but the suburbs is a hard pass for the LNP. Like so much of this budget, Chair, it’s lost opportunity that we will never get back, which is a real shame for Brisbane. 

Chair:
Further speakers?

LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I have to say that has made my day. For Councillor CASSIDY, the classic schoolyard bully, to come in here and say, oh, we all need to work together—
Councillor STRUNK:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order to you, Councillor STRUNK.

Councillor STRUNK:
Yes, on 6 June you told us that we were not supposed to—

Chair:
I appreciate—I understand the point of order you’re going to make. 

LORD MAYOR, can I please ask you to withdraw the term bully and choose another one.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order to you, Councillor ADAMS.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
I’m sorry, LORD MAYOR, but my claim to be misrepresented was—

Chair:
Oh, excuse me, that’s my error—

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
Councillor ADAMS.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I just wanted to make it very clear I never said that there would be significant job losses through Brisbane EDA. 

Chair:
LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you. Look, if you find that offensive, I will withdraw it. But it is just incredible that Councillor CASSIDY would come in here and make such an incredible statement when all he does is snipe and be negative and attack, and as recently as a matter of days ago, he was repeating lines from his failed $2.1 million election campaign, and then says, oh, the election is over. But Mr Chair, we’re here to talk about the budget; we’re here to talk about Economic Development, and this is the reason why I wanted this Program debated first, because it is so critical this year, more than any year. 


Now, obviously this budget is not in any way a normal budget, but there is one thing that is normal about it, there is one thing that is an ongoing theme about it, and that is this is a continuing stream of balanced budgets from this LNP Administration. This will be the 17th balanced budget in a row. There is no level of government anywhere else that has achieved that, and certainly Labor have made it clear that they don’t think that budget surpluses or balanced budgets are a priority for them. 

But the first thing we are doing is bringing in a balanced and strong budget. Why are we doing this? As I said in my budget speech, we’re doing this so that we can do more tomorrow. We’re doing this so we can provide more support to the community going forward. When you run up deficits, they catch up with you, and you end up having to go backwards each year, and we’re making sure that we can go forwards in the future by running a strong, balanced budget, and by targeting support that we provide.

Councillor interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
But it’s important to note that, of all the taxation collected in Australia, across the three levels of government, local government collects 3.6% of the total taxation. In other words, the other levels of government collect over 96% of the taxation. So, the role of local government is not to hand out millions of dollars in cash stimulus, to throw money at problems. The role of local government is to deliver services, to build and to provide targeted support. That is exactly what we’re doing in this budget.


So, we don’t have the Federal or State Governments’ billions or hundreds of millions to hand away to people in giveaways. That is not our role. I made it consistently clear that the best way we can help is to build things, build infrastructure and support jobs, and to provide very targeted support where it will make the most difference. We’ve done that in various ways in this budget. This Program is a critical part of that approach. 

But I wanted to take you back, because it’s important perspective to the last budget which sets an important scene for this Program in particular. In my very first budget, I announced an ambition to make Brisbane Australia’s most small business friendly city. At that time, I did a couple of things. Shortly after becoming Lord Mayor, I introduced a budget with fee reductions for small businesses, and there was a $2 million fund set aside to reduce fees affecting small businesses. That was before coronavirus; that was before any of the challenges that we see at the moment.

But I also introduced for the first time a Local Buy policy. Council does more than $1 billion worth of procurement each year—
Councillor interjecting. 

LORD MAYOR:
I think this year it will be about $1.3 billion—

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
No, no, no, no interjections, please. 

LORD MAYOR. 

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair. This year we’ll be doing about $1.3 billion worth of procurement from memory. I introduced for the very first time a local preference policy, and a Local Buy target, so that we would see a target of 80% of our procurement being with local businesses here in Brisbane and South East Queensland. I have to say this is something that has been incredibly well received because, while we can deliver targeted initiatives, having a $1.3 billion procurement each year or thereabouts, and using that, gearing that up and leveraging that to support local businesses, that makes a real difference. 


So, the last figures that I was given were to the end of May this year, and we had achieved 79% of the spend in contracts with local South East Queensland businesses, which was around $900 million worth of contracts and work going to local businesses. Now, that makes a difference. That was something that wasn’t happening before. That was something where Council had a previous position of being quite agnostic about who the contracts went to. We changed that, and now more than $900 million worth of contracts have gone to local businesses, supporting local jobs. 

The flow-on benefit of that is just incredible. There are people right across this city whose jobs, whose livelihoods, whose employment, whose businesses, are supported by those Council contracts, and that is a fantastic thing and something that we should all be proud of, and something that we want to continue.

But if we fast-forward then to the coronavirus challenge that we are all experiencing, Council moved incredibly swiftly to do a number of things. First of all, we waived all fees associated with business in this city and that includes we announced a $7.9 million package. That includes anywhere from licensing permits, so things like footpath dining, advertising permits, building permits, filming approvals, community organisation leases and licences, licensing and compliance fees and permits, venue hire, and even some waste disposal charges as well. There’s a whole range of things. 

From memory, there’s 16 different categories of fees that we wiped off immediately. We did that decisively, upfront, and this budget will fund another six months of those fee waivers. So, business in Brisbane, and the touch points that they have with Council, we are certainly not adding to their costs during a difficult time. So, we had from March until 30 June waived, and now we will see from July to December waived as well. That means a lot to local business people. 

For the people that do have to apply for licences and permits through Council, this does make a difference. I was contacted recently by a local business operator who was running an incredible small business—she was a sole operator—and this decision that we made to waive the fees had saved her $745 in a permit fee. Now, that is significant for a small business operator. That’s significant for a sole trader. There’s examples like this right across the city, of a whole range of permits and business fees that have been waived and reduced. 

Now, obviously, we expect our city to recover well. We expect our economy to recover well, and we will be part of that by providing that targeted support. We’re looking forward to going into 2021 with the recovery under way and growing stronger. But we will continue to introduce targeted initiatives. 

Now, Councillor CASSIDY was quite dismissive of some of the initiatives that have been introduced. I’ve got to say, when you target something, Councillor CASSIDY, through you, Mr Chair, the first thing you need to do is to determine its effectiveness. There’s a lot of good ideas floating around out there about how we can help, but the first thing we need to do is ground truth the effectiveness of these initiatives. So, when we start something—and Councillor ADAMS is very aware of this—we generally put some seed funding in; we test it out and see how effective it is, and if it works well, and if it provides good support, then we add to that program and gear it up.

So, there’s a number of initiatives in here like that, and including things like the pop-up businesses in vacant shops. That’s just one example where there’s a relatively small amount of funding put into that initiative upfront. If it is effective, then we can really gear it up and make it a much bigger initiative across the city. But first, we need to determine that it works.

So, targeting, testing and ground truthing is really important. But the other thing that’s important is you don’t solve an economic crisis by putting on more public servants—
Chair:
LORD MAYOR, your time has expired. 

Further speakers?

Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, thank you, Mr Chair, and I rise to speak on Program 7, Economic Development. We don’t normally get to debate this Program, and I’m sure when Councillor ADAMS and the LORD MAYOR cooked this up a few days ago, bringing this Program forward for debate, they thought it was a really good idea. Well, I guess that’s gone a bit pear-shaped this morning, given the latest revelations—oh, and the LORD MAYOR’s gone, he’s off, he’s gone—given the latest revelations that were on radio this morning. So, let’s be clear about—

LORD MAYOR:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
—what’s going on with this—

Chair:
Point of order to you, LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
I’m not gone.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Oh, excellent. 

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
I’m so pleased that he’s—

Chair:
Okay, Councillor JOHNSTON, back to topic, please.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Thank you. I’m so pleased the LORD MAYOR is still here, because I do have some criticism, but then I have some ideas. So, firstly, let me start by saying the following: the biggest achievement of this LORD MAYOR in Program 7 is to create a new name for a new part of Council called the Brisbane Economic Development Agency. So, that is what he hangs his hat on his budget speech. That is essentially what this Program does. It creates a new bureaucracy.


That new bureaucracy is going to spend $25.7 million this year on a range of programs, and is only expected to generate $242,000 in revenue. It is a massive cost centre for Council. I’m a little bit interested in the fact that it’s clearly just going to be the agency that just spends Council’s money on marketing and advertising, but I can say from listening to the radio this morning that I think the wrong person is in the job as the CEO. He does not have a good grasp on the expenditure of funds that have been happening in Brisbane Marketing, and I particularly want to speak briefly about the Brissie Greeters program.


So, as we heard on radio this morning, when we all woke up, yesterday the CEO sent out an email to our 200-odd volunteers, hard-working Brisbane people—I’ve got lots of them in my ward and they’re all over Brisbane—saying that their program was being cut. Now, he dissembled on radio for quite some time this morning about how it would be transferred elsewhere, but he couldn’t say where, how—implied that it may be coming from—

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Point of order.

Chair:
Point of order to you, Councillor ADAMS. 

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Can I ask a question of the Chair, please? In light of your recent rulings, when a Councillor is not actually telling the truth, how can I raise that in the Chambers?

Chair:
You would advise a colleague and have them raise it in a speech later in the debate. 

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Thank you.

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Everyone in Brisbane on ABC Radio this morning heard it, and it was a train wreck of a radio interview, I can tell you. I was listening in the car on the way to my office.


So, let’s be clear—

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
This Council has cut a small but hugely useful program out of this new agency that it’s created. So the first thing the bureaucracy has done has cut a volunteer program that delivers a wonderful service to Brisbane residents and visitors. Now, in past budgets, when it’s been a line item, it’s cost about $180,000 a year to run. Presumably insurance, t-shirts, there’s some staff costs attached to coordinating the program; it’s a tiny, tiny program. 

If we could break this budget down and find out how much this new bureaucracy is going to spend on marketing, it would be in the millions. So, fair enough, the LORD MAYOR needs to make savings; I understand that. In my budget submission this year, I did suggest a few places for savings. But cutting an essential volunteer program that was started when you were the Deputy Mayor and now the LORD MAYOR, it just seems to be counter‑productive to me. 

We are going to need all people on deck to help when our city reopens to visitors. It is so important that we do not lose the wonderful collegiate fellowship and positivity that the Brisbane Greeters bring. They take tours through the Walter Taylor Bridge; they take people into City Hall, into the laneways, into the malls. They are fantastic. 

So, LORD MAYOR, here is my positive suggestion: you have two excellent agencies under Council’s control that could administer this program. The first, and the best place for them, I think, is in the Brisbane Museum. It could easily be run out of the Brisbane Museum, and I urge you to use some of the $3 million in your COVID-19 slush fund, which is in another program we’ll debate, to re-task the Brisbane Greeters under Brisbane City Council’s banner, as part of the Museum of Brisbane. It is the perfect spot for them.

Secondly, if that doesn’t work, and I can’t see why it wouldn’t, the Powerhouse Museum is an excellent alternative as well. With a small budget allocation, they can continue to offer the great service that they always have. So, let me just say, finding out that you’re cutting things like this, and—

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON—

Councillor JOHNSTON:
—don’t you have the guts—sorry, yes?

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON, I just want to make a general comment. Can I just ask you and all Councillors please refrain from directing your points directly to a colleague, and please put them through the Chair. It’s just a general statement.

Councillor JOHNSTON. 

Councillor JOHNSTON:
I know, yes, I apologise. The sooner we’re back in the Chamber, the better. 

There is a way to fix this, and I urge you to do it. 


Secondly, the buy local policy the LORD MAYOR was talking about, what a farce this is. The biggest project that this city has, that it is delivering, the Brisbane Metro, which we now know has blown out to $1.3 billion, the $1.2 billion allocated this year and in the forwards, and the $112 million already spent to date, we’ve engaged a Spanish contracting company and a Swedish engineering company to deliver the project. Now, yes, they’re going to employ local people—great. But they will bring senior management in from their own countries and their own teams. The profits from this project will go back to those companies.


So, the LORD MAYOR is saying one thing but when it comes to the major projects of this city, he is issuing the biggest contracts this city has this year to foreign owned companies—Spanish and Swedish. I mean, just last week we had a debate in the Council about how many—I can’t even remember what it was, whatever the Swedish currency is. I mean, we had a specific debate about it. It’s astonishing that the LORD MAYOR wants to talk about his buy local program when he has ignored the Australian engineering skillset needed to deliver this project, and has gone with a Spanish—two foreign companies. Now, that’s just appalling.


Now, I appreciate, as with all engineering companies, there will be subcontractors; a lot of local people will get jobs out of this. But the biggest issue here is the LORD MAYOR has said he is allocating projects to local companies, and the biggest project this city has on offer this year is going to two foreign companies. 


So, let me be clear: I’ve always had problems with Brisbane Marketing. It is essentially the LNP’s slush fund, and that is how it is used. You know, they fund their small business activities where they trot out the Chair and the information technology officer and everybody has a drink and they chat, chat, chat. But I certainly have serious concerns with the structure that is being set up which will be impenetrable to us as Councillors and unaccountable to the ratepayers of Brisbane. 

If the CEO was anything to go by this morning, he does not have a good grasp of his portfolio. He was unable to provide simple figures when asked by the radio presenter, and they’re figures that are available in Council budgets if you have a quick look. So, I just have very serious concerns that this Program is more about spin than substance. That sort of reflects, I think, how it is managed by the Chair, and I am extremely concerned when we say things like there’s $6.4—yes, $6.4 million for the visitor economy, so that will be to bring in tourists, whether they’re domestic or international, but we can’t find a little bit of money for a volunteer program to welcome them to Brisbane. Shame on you.

Chair:
Further speakers?

Councillor OWEN.  

Councillor OWEN:
Thank you, Mr Chair, and I, too, would like to speak on Program 7. Can I commence by just providing some clarification in regards to the Brisbane Greeters. Yesterday an email was sent to them to let them know that the program was being reviewed, and if they had any ideas, to pass them back to us. The Brisbane Greeters program is purely in hibernation until restrictions are lifted further, and we will take this time to make sure we find a way that our beloved greeters may continue in our city.

 
Now, other Councillors don’t seem to be getting a grasp on the fact that the Brisbane Economic Development Agency has a very specific remit, and that remit is to focus on the economic development recovery for our city. There is going to be work undertaken with tourism operators to see who would like to take on the Brisbane Greeters, and maybe the volunteers would like to organise a group to run it. We will not let our Brisbane Greeters be hung out to dry, as insinuated by Opposition Councillors and the Independent Councillor. They will continue—

Councillor interjecting. 

Councillor OWEN:
—this program. 

Chair:
Councillor CUMMING—sorry, Councillor OWEN. 

Councillor CUMMING, please cease interjecting. 

You have interjected on half a dozen occasions. I’ve named you twice. If you do so again, I will move to the formal warning process. 

Councillor OWEN. 

Councillor OWEN:
Thank you, Mr Chair—and this is what happens: they don’t want the facts to get in the way of their story-telling. That’s what they do over and over again in the hope that mistruths can then be regurgitated over and over and in a new sense of what the reality is. But let me say this: the facts are that there are many tour operators who have indicated their interests of working with our Brisbane Greeters program and incorporating that. But this is the time, now, for us to review where we go forward, because the Brisbane Economic Development Agency has been set up specifically to address the economic recovery for our city.


Now, economic viability is a key priority across all industry sectors and we are now in a time of unprecedented challenges. We need to know how we can support our local visitor economy with opportunities in our city to continue to make sure that Brisbane was a prosperous and enviable lifestyle, and we use these particular opportunities to make sure people are touring at home. 


The global pandemic and the restrictions that it has imposed have put a temporary pause on much of our local economy but this Administration has focused on a balanced and strong budget to sustain the viability of our city in the long term. That is what we have to be focused on. 


Few sectors have been untouched by this pandemic. The heaviest impacts have certainly been felt in the retail, hospitality and tourism sectors. Business viability is difficult at any time, but more so now when we’re dealing with predictions in regards to the uncertainty which has surrounded this pandemic. By the end of 2019 Brisbane recorded its largest increase in visitor growth, attracting 9.7 million visitors from both domestic and international locations, with a combined overnight expenditure of $8.2 billion in the previous 12 months.


Brisbane was on a trajectory, but this has been specifically impacted by COVID‑19. I think that is a fact that everybody acknowledges. Significant work does need to be done to strengthen both consumer and business confidence, and also in the longer term to revive destination demand and raise locally the profile of Brisbane in our priority markets. This will also be further restricted by travel advisories and international border restrictions, as well as state to state border restrictions.    


The LORD MAYOR has announced that Brisbane Marketing is being repurposed to form the Brisbane Economic Development Agency, and that is specifically in response to the impacts of the coronavirus, and to help our local economy remain sustainable going forward. We need to be razor sharp in our focus right now to ensure our local economy is best positioned to face the challenges over the next two years as we rebuild. This is the rebuilding phase, and then we’ve got the long‑term strategic phase. 


In responding to the new economic climate, the BEDA has reviewed and refined its work to focus squarely on those programs that will make the best impact for Brisbane and provide the best value for our residents. The agency will partner with key stakeholders to deliver the Visitor Economy 2031 Vision for Brisbane Region for our visitors, which was launched in September 2019 in collaboration with the Government and industry partners, with a key focus on expanding visitor expenditure and generating long-term economic growth.


It is important to plan because, despite the current circumstances with restrictions on visitors, we must be prepared for a recovery and visitor demand in the future. The vision aims to enhance the contribution of the visitor economy to the region’s lifestyle, environment and economy through capturing greater value for communities across the entire city, and sustainably managing growth. It is also about encouraging locals to support locally based opportunities. 


Brisbane Economic Development Agency will continue to review the Visitor Economy 2031 Vision to ensure it remains relevant to the economic recovery conditions. I don’t think anybody in this place has got a crystal ball, so we don’t know what’s going to happen going forward, but we must be prepared as best we can. 


BEDA will work alongside Brisbane City Council and the Economic Recovery Taskforce to deliver a series of high-impact economic growth initiatives. This is the time to focus on our own backyard to rebuild our local economy and ensure we are in the best position to thrive once we are past this recovery phase. The visitor economy comprising leisure tourism, major events, business events—they are all major contributors to economic activity in Brisbane, supporting a large number of local businesses.


BEDA will drive demand for local tourism industry by strengthening local in-region spend prior to domestic and international borders fully opening to encourage residents to get out and rediscover their own city and support local businesses. The VFR market, which is the Visiting Friends and Relatives market, makes up about 40% of all domestic visitors to Brisbane, and 31% of international visitors. As a former University Lecturer, I know how much the VFR market has been tied to the international student market, with families often coming to Brisbane to join their student family members. This market has not just been impacted; it has been wiped out temporarily. 


I would also like to take this opportunity to thank the many multicultural organisations who have supported our international students during this COVID-19 time. This will ensure that the sense of family that has been perpetuated throughout our city will promote goodwill for the long term when the international VFR market reignites, and it will. We know it will. The only question is: we don’t know when. 


Extending the VFR market is an important element in increasing the overall size of the Brisbane visitor economy. BEDA will run in the future distinct campaigns targeting this market to raise local resident awareness and intent to visit local tourism, hospitality and related businesses. 

This Administration is about supporting the LORD MAYOR’s buy local campaign. Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic I continuously promoted support for local businesses and promoted those businesses that were still open and operating, even if they were doing so in a changed manner. Upon the easing of restrictions and the opening of the interstate borders, BEDA will focus its activities on tactical marketing and communication in order to position our city as a place to visit and do business in Australia. 

The BEDA will partner with trade, business, media and partners to encourage visitors to stay longer and visit and explore the entire Brisbane region. So, for all the claims that have been made about the repurposing of Brisbane Marketing to BEDA, what this new economic recovery agency is going to do—

Chair:
Councillor OWEN, your time has expired. 

Further speakers?

Councillor COOK.

Councillor COOK:
Thank you, Mr Chair; I’ll be speaking on Program 7 today—Economic Development. Well, Mr Chair, where to start? This Program at the information session was very interesting. Lots of words used by Councillor ADAMS like ‘stepped out of’, ‘pivot’—we’ve got ‘realignment’. When you look at this Program, Mr Chair, that’s actually quite accurate. No doubt quite politely put by Councillor ADAMS. 

I would say this Program has been completely decimated with the complete scrapping of multiple Program outcomes like Program 7.3, City of Many Skills—gone. Program 7.5, Delivering the Brisbane 2022 New World City Action Plan—gone, together with its 11 Vision 2022 projects which included things like the Asia Pacific Screen Awards, assisting small and medium enterprises, Brisbane region approach, Brisbane’s growth sectors, championing Brisbane, investment attraction, leisure, tourism, convention and major events, positioning the BNE brand, diverse districts and productive precincts, start‑ups and innovation—gone; talent and skills, Team Brisbane—all gone.

Today, we hear the Brisbane Greeters program, an iconic and much-loved service to this city, gone. They have been hung out to dry. The only person not grasping the importance of them, to quote you, Councillor OWEN, is the LNP. We have launched a petition today to save them, and to bring them in-house, into BCC (Brisbane City Council), similar to what we’ve already heard Councillor JOHNSTON discuss—

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order to you, Councillor ADAMS. 

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Will Councillor COOK take a question?

Chair:
Councillor COOK, will you take a question?

Councillor COOK:
No, thank you, I only have limited time. 

Chair:
Councillor COOK has declined. 

Councillor COOK. 

Councillor COOK:
So, Council, with their $3.1 billion budget, you know, if we value them as Councillor OWEN has said, if we think that they are a valuable resource for our city, we should support them. To hear some of those comments by Councillor OWEN today was just, quite frankly, very disappointing, Mr Chair. If her and her colleagues would like to support this petition, we look forward to them signing, and we look forward to them supporting this petition when it does come to the Chamber. We would love to see them support that group today, which is well within their power, Mr Chair.


Now, collectively, Mr Chair, these programs had around $22 million that was projected to be invested in those activities in the 2020-21 financial year—gone. Then we see the replacement of those programs with the shiny new Brisbane Economic Development Agency with a slashed $20 million budget. This is the new version of Brisbane Marketing, for those who are playing along at home, not confusing at all, Mr Chair, for regular residents trying to follow the budget allocations from year to year or, more importantly, Mr Chair, the cuts. 


So, this Program has been sliced and diced so much that you may be lured into a false sense of security that the Program will solve Brisbane’s economic recovery out of COVID-19. That’s simply not going to be the case, Mr Chair. That’s particularly relevant for the smaller businesses in the suburbs that Councillor CASSIDY has already spoken about.


When we look closely at the Brisbane Economic Development Agency, with its cut $20 million budget—that’s $5 million less than last year, Mr Chair—a 20% cut, you will note that a large chunk of that will be spent on marketing and advertising. No surprises there. This LORD MAYOR and LNP Council will do whatever it takes to self-promote at ratepayers’ expense, even if it means slashing small programs and projects run by volunteers like the Brisbane Greeters project. 


We had 100 volunteers; we heard some of them on the radio this morning, Mr Chair, across 20 languages—gone. This isn’t some sort of temporary pause; it’s been cut. The email was very clear. They are gone. Yes, they might say that they’re looking for a new partner, but the reality is they are not coming back in their current form supported by this Council, and they should be. That’s what we want to see, and that’s the petition that we’re calling on today, Mr Chair.


So, we know that, last year, there was over 9.7 million visitors to our city, and moving forward, as we move towards economic recovery, we want to see the return of these visitors, of course. But sadly, Mr Chair, there’s not going to be anyone here to greet them. Over half of the new Economic Development Agency budget, over $13 million, will be spent on destination marketing and visitor economy projects in the next 12 months. What this is code for is more advertising and marketing, more glossy brochures, more ads, not genuine direct support for small businesses. 


Councillor ADAMS confirms that not one cent of that would be used for grants or support. This is purely a marketing exercise of millions and millions of dollars—

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Point of order—

Chair:
Point of order to you, Councillor ADAMS.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Claim to be misrepresented. 

Chair:
Noted. 

Councillor COOK:
The rest of the money will go to paying the board hundreds of thousands of dollars at a time when local businesses, the actual heart and soul of our city, are closing, and people are struggling to make ends meet. Shame on you. But don’t worry, Brisbane, we will be well advertised. But again, no one here to greet them.


Speaking of grants, Councillor ADAMS couldn’t confirm what grants, if any, would survive in this budget Program. Of the many Lord Mayoral grants that used to exist in this area, none of them have been confirmed, nor amounts allocated—

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order to you, Councillor ADAMS.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Claim to be misrepresented.

Chair:
Noted. 

Councillor COOK:
If they are reinstated, Mr Chair, we would be more than happy for them to return without the Lord Mayoral title, of course, but the support they provide to small enterprise and entrepreneurs is critical. The only grant programs confirmed is the shopfront activation and shopfront amenity grants, which are a couple of thousand dollars, and to date, Mr Chair, only three have been signed in the entire city—three. Around $12,000 out of the $47 million in this Program.


Mr Chair, City Safety also falls into this Program, and I am sure for many in the Chamber there has been positive feedback about the network of CitySafe cameras. This is a core Council project, and we have seen very practical outcomes as a result of their instalments throughout the city. We know that there are 132 locations with closed circuit cameras across the city, but predominately in the CBD. 

This year, Councillor ADAMS has confirmed there will be no new sites and almost the entire CitySafe budget will be spent on bollards for the inner city. I think that some of our suburban precincts would value the opportunity to be included in future consideration for the CitySafe cameras and broader safety upgrades, particularly given the investment we are seeing in village precinct upgrades, Mr Chair. 


Residents have a right to feel safe, and particularly where we are encouraging them to gather in our suburban precincts. So, Mr Chair, in summary, slicing, dicing, cuts, rebranding and no genuine commitment to truly advance the interests of our city, at perhaps the most challenging time in our recent history. That sums up this Program area and puts into pretty stark contrast the values of this Council and this LNP LORD MAYOR—no genuine commitment to our struggling industries, and no genuine support for our small businesses in the suburbs. Thank you.

Chair:
Councillor ADAMS, you had two items of misrepresentation.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair. Councillor COOK said on the first one that not one cent was being spent on grants in Brisbane Economic Development Agency. That is not what I said. I said they are reviewing their program to see what grants may be delivered this year.


The second one was that no grants were confirmed this year through the Economic Development team, and then she went on to list the grants that we are delivering, so also incorrect. 

Chair:
Thank you, Councillor ADAMS. 

Further speakers? 

Councillor ALLAN.

Councillor ALLAN:
Thank you, Mr Chair, and I join the debate on Program 7 with specific reference to Strategy 7.5.1, Economic Recovery and Revitalisation in the Brisbane Economic Development Agency. Before I get into the detail of the Program, I did want to commence by placing on the record and conveying my appreciation and admiration to the resolve of businesses right across Brisbane facing the continued challenges of COVID-19. 

The economic impacts of this pandemic and the flow-on effects are deep. Clearly, the pandemic is impacting the solvency of businesses; it’s also impacting the employment of locals. It impacts on their families and it has a broader wash-on effect to the whole community.  Many business owners obviously feel a very deep responsibility for their staff and accordingly, while business owners are concerned about the impacts on their own families, they also feel an additional burden for their staff and their families. So, it’s a very heavy burden for business owners to bear.

As a local government, Council remains but one of the many stakeholders supporting the broader economic recovery. While we don’t have the big economic levers that are available to our State and Federal counterparts who have the finances and resources to instigate widescale programs of relief and economic stimulus, Council must play its part, and has certainly identified a wide range of initiatives where we can support the business community.

Already we have provided a range of fee waivers, rebates and incentives to support the business community, rates rebates to residents and businesses will commence and will be continued until the end of the year, as well as business fee waivers. Our $840 million infrastructure spend will also provide support to local suppliers and underpin jobs. These are the sorts of measures that make a real impact right here on the ground. 

We don’t have Councillor CASSIDY’s crystal ball to foresee the economic future, but we rely on engagement with industry who tell us they’re struggling. We know that billions of dollars have been wiped from the economy, an increase to unemployment of over six per cent, and countless business closures. That’s why we moved swiftly to ensure that measures were and continue to be in place for business survival and betterment. 

Labor’s approach to economic recovery, other than indolence, is to spend, spend, spend. Councillor COOK’s contribution this morning just highlights that. Every point made was about spending more and more on more programs, with no recognition of the impact of COVID-19 on Council’s finances. It’s an extraordinarily one-sided and naïve view of the world. All I can say is, with these half-baked, blind perspectives on the budget, businesses and residents of Brisbane can be extremely pleased that it’s this Administration that’s currently steering the city through what is one of the most challenging times in its history.

I’d also add that Councillor CASSIDY’s contribution to the debate this morning was really interesting again, and we spoke about this previously, about plans and visions. So, some of the points Councillor CASSIDY made were, ‘here was an opportunity for a better approach’, to do something different, ‘bigger, better and more unique’. But there was nothing—there was criticism, but no ideas or visions of their own. So, these are just platitudes, and they’re not a constructive contribution to this debate.

Councillor interjecting. 

Councillor ALLAN:
So, moving on to the Economic Recovery Taskforce, to help coordinate Council’s response to the economic recovery, the LORD MAYOR established the Economic Recovery Taskforce in April, and since that time the Taskforce has engaged with a range of stakeholders through meetings with key industry bodies, meetings and input from business owners, a business survey and submission process, plus constant review of research and articles.


Some of the industry groups that we have engaged to date include the National Retailers Association, the Restaurant and Caterers Association, Chamber of Commerce and Industry Queensland, the Property Council, UDIA (Urban Development Institute of Australia), the Australian Industry Group, the REIQ (Real Estate Institute of Queensland), to name a few. So, engaging with these groups has informed Council’s thinking, and helped us to develop a sound understanding of the unique challenges that various industry segments are facing. This, in turn, has helped us to identify opportunities where Council can assist the recovery and help tailor the Council response accordingly.


To date we have identified a range of Council initiatives that will be rolled out to support the business community, including the Brisbane Business Hub, which is outlined here in 7.5.1, and Business Assistance programs which will provide selected coaching and advice programs. We will also be looking to reduce red tape. We’re looking at green building incentives; we’re looking to establish localised marketing campaigns to bring shoppers back to our key precincts, and we will continue to look for procurement enhancements. So, the range of activities or initiatives that we’re looking to roll out to support the Brisbane business community are quite wide. 


A number of the Economic Recovery Taskforce initiatives will be managed by the Brisbane Economic Development Agency. If I just touch upon that briefly, the Brisbane Economic Development Agency, or BEDA for short, as you know, was previously Brisbane Marketing. It had a heavy international focus to attract international tourism and international business activity. Given the restrictions on international travel, their previous mandate is not well aligned to our current environment. Accordingly, they’re going to be more locally focused, and Councillor ADAMS touched upon this earlier. So, both the LORD MAYOR and DEPUTY MAYOR, who has oversight of economic development in Brisbane, have responded, I believe, promptly and appropriately in reshaping the scope and focus of BEDA.


The LORD MAYOR recently announced the re-tasking of the Brisbane Economic Development Agency to focus its activities on local business and to support their recovery plans, and obviously to bring investment to Brisbane in a post‑COVID‑19 environment. I think that’s an admirable and obviously very logical focus to have.


In the context of BEDA, they have a very sound understanding of the local economic landscape, and they have terrific networks in the business community. I think BEDA are ideally placed to successfully pivot their focus to the local economy and drive tangible economic improvement. BEDA will also work in conjunction with Council’s Economic Development team, and will also be working with the Economic Recovery Taskforce to roll out a range of programs and initiatives via the Brisbane Business Hub. Part of the activities in the Brisbane Business Hub will include a suite of coaching and advice programs to support business through the recovery phase.


If I just touch upon the Brisbane Business Hub itself, this is being developed to support local business through this very difficult time. BEDA will be responsible for establishing and managing the Brisbane Business Hub, and that will be in The Capital venue in Queen Street Mall. This venue is a terrific venue. It’s extremely well located for accessibility. The space lends itself to a wide range of uses through which support can be provided to the business community.


The Hub will be able to provide support to a range of businesses, ranging from start-up businesses through to more established operations looking for a bit of extra support and guidance. The Brisbane Business Hub, in conjunction with third party groups, will provide coaching, training programs, webinars, support materials, workspaces, seminars, networking events, forums, trade events, display opportunities, pretty much an endless list of opportunities to support the Brisbane business communities. 


These services will be delivered through both physical and virtual means, with web content and education material made available to local businesses, and will complement the range of business focused services and products that are already provided by Council. The Business in Brisbane section of the Council website already provides a significant range of information and resources to support the local business community. But obviously, we want to do more, and the Brisbane Business Hub will support both new and existing business to provide a central location to help businesses engage, open, recover, transform and grow.


Now, touching upon some of the business assistance programs that we’re seeking to launch, they will cover a range of different activities, but in essence will focus on coaching, mentoring, advice, networking, and other services. The range of programs that will be under consideration will include things like re‑opening and compliance to new COVID-19 rules, business liaison service, business health checks, business model design—

Chair:
Councillor ALLAN, your time has expired. 

Are there any further speakers? 

Councillor STRUNK.

Councillor STRUNK:
Thank you, Chair; I enter the debate on Program 7. Sadly, I wasn’t able to be at Councillor ADAMS’ session on this, so what I’d like to do with the time that I’m allotted is to make some, I suppose, some comments through the various programs or projects in this Program. 


I’d like to first talk about something that I wasn’t aware of until this morning, until I turned on the ABC Radio at 6.12am and listened to a very disappointed and very upset Greeter who found out only overnight, I suppose, that the program of Brisbane Greeters was in suspension, in hibernation, whatever word you want to use. These are words that typically for government basically means we’ll suspend it until everyone forgets about it, and then we’ll drop it. 

Now, I know that’s a bit cynical, Councillor ADAMS, and I’m not usually a person that is cynical, and through you, Chair, I’m sorry, I do apologise for that—so I listened to the CEO who was pointedly asked on three occasions by the presenter: how much money did the Brisbane Greeters cost Brisbane City Council to undertake each year? Three times he failed to answer that question. 

Thank you to Councillor JOHNSTON for making that figure available to us here during the debate. So, for $500 a day, over 100 Brisbane Greeters do the work on behalf of this city—and you might as well call it marketing, because basically it is marketing, because if you have a look through what they actually do—and I went to the web page, of course, because, by the way, it’s still up and running. It doesn’t say that it’s in suspension or it’s going to be in hibernation. But anyway, it was just a bit of source of information for me on all those items or all those things that Brisbane City Greeters do on a volunteer basis. 

Now, volunteers—the only thing volunteers ever ask for in my experience, and I’ve been a volunteer up until I became a Councillor, for over 25 years, for over I suppose six different organisations, all we ask for is a bit of respect and a thank you from time to time. We do our volunteer work because we love to help. We love to contribute back to our community, and these greeters, I know—I’ve met a few; I haven’t met many but I have met a few over my time as Councillor—and they’re always smiling. They’re always happy. 

They’re always wanting to tell people about what they do, and it can be as simple as exploring different parts of the city through mini tours and things like that, which really helps our marketing of our city, because we want people to be happy when they come to Brisbane, because we want them to come back. As a retailer, you’re never going to stay in business for one visit to your store by a customer; you need repeat business. This is what this small group, costing $500 a day, which is really a small amount of money to invest, do for us. They give access to public transport. 

Now, anyone who rides a bus—and I’ll be the first to put my hand up; when I first started riding buses in this city many years ago, I won’t say how long, timetables can be a bit confusing, right. Of course, names of suburbs on those buses, whether it be Chermside or The Gap or whatever, right, it’s a bit confusing to the tourist. So, I just say that, like Councillor JOHNSTON, I thought immediately that one group within Brisbane City Hall, the Museum, would be a great place for this group, Brisbane Greeters, to work out of. 

It was really telling that both the LORD MAYOR and Councillor ADAMS in their address didn’t really talk about the Brisbane Greeters. That doesn’t give me any encouragement that this group will be able to continue into the future once the COVID-19 restrictions are lifted.

Now, moving on to something the LORD MAYOR said in regards to the budget, right, and that was that this level of government, a local level of government, doesn’t have the levers that both the Federal and the State Government has when it comes to collection of taxes or charges or fees. Well, I would agree with that. We don’t have many levers, but we have very strong levers, levers that actually aren’t affected—in most cases, aren’t affected by the economic downturn that we’re going to see with the COVID-19 virus. 

The Federal Government—their money is being quite severely restricted simply because with the downturn of economics, there isn’t the same royalties for mining as is with the State Government as well, and even with people being laid off or dismissed from their positions, the PYE tax is going to be greatly reduced. The State Government, similarly, but less levers than the Federal Government has, is being affected as well. 

So, LORD MAYOR, the rates, the biggest fund available to us, that comes into our coffers every year, is a guarantee, pretty much a guarantee. You are freezing the increase, which is fair enough; you’re actually going to allow people that have been affected by losing their jobs, to put off paying their rates for six months, but that money is still going to come into our coffers next year, if they’re able to pay.

But people will pay the rates—they’ll probably do without food to pay the rates, because the rates means if they don’t pay the rates, their house could be sold out from under them. Now, we haven’t done many of these in the past, right; probably about 10 a year that we bring into Council during the budget session or the annual report, but there is that possibility and people are scared to death that, for a few hundred or a few thousand dollars, they may lose their house. 

So, I think it’s a bit disingenuous for the LORD MAYOR to say that the State and the Federal Governments, right, have more levers to attract more taxes, but I say to you, LORD MAYOR: sorry, ours is guaranteed, pretty much, right, so we should not use that as a reason not to invest in this Program, Program 7. 

I come from business, as other Councillors here on Zoom do as well, and I appreciate the fact that some of these programs are going to be helpful to those businesses as they reopen. But I just look at the small amounts of money, and I know I say this almost every budget: we under-invest in certain programs or projects, but truly, if Brisbane ratepayers would just have a look at Program 7 and see how little money, in some cases tens of thousands, in some cases hundreds of thousands of dollars in programs, that will really not go anywhere I don’t think to—in order to help those businesses that are really going to struggle, as we know. 

We know what’s coming down the pipe. Come September, when JobSaver is starting to be taken away from certain groups, then we’re going to see this impact greatly on businesses because their employees will not be JobSavers; their employees—that stream from the Federal Government will be greatly reduced if not removed.

So, I just think that, with the excess of $120 million above and beyond what our bottom line was in the black last year, $75 million, which is now projected to be $195 million, that really says it all to me that we have the money to do more. We should do more, and I encourage the LORD MAYOR as we go through this part of the year and into early next year to have a look at what we can use with that surplus—

Chair:
Councillor STRUNK, your time has expired. 

Are there any further speakers? 

Councillor LANDERS.

Councillor LANDERS:
Point of order, Chair. 

Chair:
Point of order to you, Councillor LANDERS.

ADJOURNMENT:

	741/2019-20
At that time, 10.30am, it was resolved on the motion of Councillor Sandy LANDERS, seconded by Councillor Sarah HUTTON, that the meeting adjourn for a period of 15 minutes, to commence only when all Councillors had left the meeting.
Council stood adjourned at 10.32am.


UPON RESUMPTION:
Chair:
Welcome back, Councillors. 

Are there any further speakers?


Councillor HOWARD. 

Councillor HOWARD:
Thank you, Mr Chair; I’d like to speak on Program 7 and particularly on Outcome 7.2 Enabling Economic Growth. We’ve come together today to put forward a new budget at a very important time for our country and for this city. This budget needs to steer our city through some of the toughest 12 months Brisbane will face in a century. I am proud today as a member of the Schrinner Administration, a team that has delivered for Brisbane 16 consecutive years of responsible economic management. 


In these past 16 years, our city has grown by almost three-quarters of a million residents. Through this time, Brisbane has continued to be one of the top two fastest growing cities in the nation, and I am proud to be part of the team that has worked hard to deliver the infrastructure our growing city needs, to be part of the team that has delivered these projects that have truly changed the way we and future generations enjoy and live in this great city.


It is because of this team’s 16 years of responsible economic management and leadership that Brisbane continues to be a great place to live, work and relax. You can now get around quicker and safer than ever before, with faster commute times and time-saving infrastructure like the Legacy Way and Kingsford Smith Drive. So, residents spend less time getting to where they need to go and more time being where they need to be, doing the important things like spending time with family and loved ones.


Chair, it’s never been easier to walk, ride and enjoy our beautiful city with now more than 20 kilometres of roads, bridges, parks and paths lining the Brisbane River. Our city is greener and leafier than ever before, with more than 2,000 parks scattered throughout Brisbane and more being created all the time. Soon, this team will deliver Brisbane’s biggest new park in more than 50 years. Can I say that it has been wonderful to work together with residents on this project, to turn Victoria Park into an iconic public parkland.


The Schrinner Administration is committed to continue building on our achievements of the past 16 years. Victoria Park is just one example of the many more projects we are delivering to make the Brisbane of tomorrow even better than the Brisbane of today, to ensure that it continues to be a safe, vibrant, green and prosperous city, valued for its friendliness, optimism and enjoyable lifestyle, to make sure that Brisbane continues to be the best place to do business. 


The economic opportunities offered by our new world city are second to none, and it is just one of the many reasons why more people than ever before are choosing to call Brisbane home. We are creating jobs while planning for the future, and ensuring our city has the services and infrastructure to meet the needs of future generations. 


We’re steaming ahead on important projects, like fast-tracking the delivery of the Kangaroo Point green bridge that will create hundreds of local jobs and stimulate the economy with hundreds of supplier opportunities. We continue our hard work to make sure that it is easy to do business in Brisbane. Brisbane businesses, big and small, support hundreds of thousands of jobs, and it is their hard work that ensures Brisbane’s economy continues to be a fierce competitor on the national and international stage.


Today, the Schrinner Administration is putting forward this budget at a very important time for our city. Brisbane businesses are, at this very moment, locked in a battle to survive the most challenging economic environment in a generation. A year ago, never did any one of us imagine that we would be here today presenting this new budget under these circumstances. Our very way of life has been forced to change in the most dramatic way we have ever seen since the Second World War. 

This pandemic has taken an incredible toll on this city and our economy. It is for this reason that I am especially proud to be a member of the Schrinner Administration. The 16 years of responsible economic management that the LNP has delivered to this city means that Brisbane now has the economic resilience we need to stay the battle. It is only 16 years of responsible financial management that can deliver the kind of economic resilience you need, and Brisbane fortunately now has, to be able to continue forging ahead and deliver the balanced budget that we are putting forward today, a budget that will continue to support and strengthen Australia’s largest council and greatest city. 

Only the Schrinner Administration can be trusted to deliver for Brisbane residents and provide the support that small businesses need. Of course, a big focus of this Administration is to ensure that it is easy to do business in Brisbane, to make sure that local government doesn’t get in the way of doing good business, to make sure that local government doesn’t get in the way of creating jobs, because we know that, when businesses are thriving, Brisbane is thriving. 

In the 2020-21 budget, we continue to invest in the projects and work that enables economic growth. In the face of changing economic conditions and technological advancements, Council is ensuring that projects are prioritised and that Council’s regulatory frameworks are responsive to the needs of our city, that they are enabling economic growth.

Council needs to be more agile than ever. New products and services are entering the city at a rapid rate, bringing new economic opportunities, new ways of working and living, and new expectations on how we, as a Council, can support and enable residents, visitors and businesses to thrive. The emergence of new technology provides unprecedented opportunity to capture data about how Brisbane is performing and responding to changing conditions, and that has never been more crucial than it is now during these uncertain times.

Through Strategy 7.2.1, Economic Data, Connectivity and Insights, Council is investing in Service 7.2.1.1, City Analytics, to explore how data, technology and innovation can help to accelerate the city’s progress in achieving broader sustainability, prosperity and liveability goals. Council will deliver data-driven decision making to continue to build a robust economy, develop a stronger and safer community, as well as improve service delivery for residents, businesses and visitors.

Strong alignment between urban planning and infrastructure delivery will maintain a well‑functioning city that is attractive to highly skilled workers and ensure we deliver services and infrastructure that will meet the needs of future generations. The Economic Development team have been working tirelessly to monitor and report on the impacts of COVID-19. Now, more than ever, it is important for Council to build strong analytical skills and digital capabilities to ensure we have a real time understanding on how our city is performing. 

City Analytics has been established in this year’s Economic Development program to lead data-driven decision making and find solutions to the key challenges facing Brisbane. Having real time data on the local economy has enabled us to create a baseline for the Brisbane economy and model the predicted impacts of COVID-19 against employment and industry growth forecasts. We will use this to identify opportunities to strengthen Brisbane’s position in the post‑COVID-19 world. 

Working alongside the Economic Recovery Taskforce and Brisbane Economic Development Agency, City Analytics will support Council’s key recovery initiatives. The City Life dashboard brings together a wide range of data, including pedestrian counts, car parking occupancy, bus patronage and e-Scooter usage to help us understand how COVID‑19 restrictions are impacting inner city movement and activity. It will also be a vital tool in monitoring Brisbane’s recovery process through the pandemic. 

Whilst it’s difficult to quantify the magnitude of impacts on our economy and our communities, it is through this data that we have been able to identify which local economies have been hit hardest, and which industries, businesses and jobs have been most impacted. It is just as important to understand the impacts of the pandemic as it is to keep track of our progress moving forward. 

This data will be a powerful tool for Council to better focus recovery efforts, and ensure we prioritise the projects that deliver the greatest benefit to residents and stimulate economic growth in the best possible way. This information is shared on Council’s website via the benchmarking Brisbane report, and that’s a great tool for businesses.

Businesses can also use this tool to create a unique and tailored report to understand what sort of businesses make up the local community. It is more important than ever before that Council continues to deliver the best possible support for Brisbane businesses, and ensure that businesses have the best possible chance at succeeding and thriving by giving them the tools they need to make confident and informed decisions on the road to recovery.

Chair:
Councillor HOWARD, your time has expired. 

Are there any further speakers?


Councillor CUMMING.

Councillor CUMMING:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I thought that Councillor HOWARD said that the population of Brisbane had risen 700,000, was that right, in 16 years? No, surely not. But anyhow, the rate of growth of surrounding local authorities is higher than Brisbane. Ipswich and Logon are growing at a quicker rate than Brisbane. Generally, it’s conceded that Melbourne is actually growing quicker than Brisbane, too. So, in the old days, we thought that we might end up the second biggest city in Australia, but Melbourne is well ahead of us, and continuing to go further ahead. So, that’s not going to happen either. Anyhow, that’s all right.


I refer to Program 7, Economic Development. This program includes some claims by Council which I think are just basically false and a bit misleading. Last year’s budget, they claimed—the Economic Development section claimed they were bringing international students to Brisbane. This year now they’re bringing skilled workers to Brisbane. So, I’d be interested to know how they do that. I think they’re making false claims and that, and inappropriate claims.


They’ve also, with this emphasis on dealing with the crisis arising out of the virus, I would have thought that Council would have been increasing funding for some of these programs in this part of the budget, but no, it’s slash and burn. The 7.2, Enabling Economic Growth, the anticipated expense for 2018-19 was $3.207 million; this year it’s a paltry $2.368 million. That’s a drop of 26.17%, and compared to the proposed expenditure in the 2019 budget, it’s even worse. In that budget, compared to 2019-20, it was down 25.79%; 2020-21 down 31.31%, and 2021-22 down 29.2%. 


Last year Brisbane City Council, through this program, was claiming credit for a city of many skills, but this year that program outcome disappears. Aren’t skills important anymore? Of course, the Brisbane City Council had nothing to do with education or trade training, so what they had to do with skills is pretty dubious anyhow.


Instead, Thriving Bris Suburbs and Business appears. How long will this slogan last? This is an area of Council where the slogans last a few years, and then they come up with another slogan. Of course, as part of that process, the name of the organisation changes every now and then as well. It just sort of stumbles from one name to the next without achieving anything much of substance at any time.


Last year, delivering the Brisbane 2022 New World City Action Plan was all the rage, and substantial amounts of money were being spent on that—$27.81 million in 2020-21; $28.351 in 2021-22; $29.1328 in 2022-23, stretching off into the future. But now the Economic Development Agency steps into that area and gets $20.564 million, which is a drop of down over 20%. So, the LNP appear to have given up trying to become a new world city, or is that just a slogan that has bitten the dust from the Administration? There’s probably a limit to how much you can flog a dead horse like new world city.


So, this year the emphasis has been switched to small business in the suburbs. I will predict that that will last one term at most—four years at most, but then credibility issues will arise, and the latest manager for economic development—sorry, Brisbane Economic Development Agency—and his or her new executive team will have to come up with something completely different. 


In the meantime, we have to put up with this sort of waffle. As for the program description, this program will support the delivery of Brisbane’s Future Blueprint’s key principle, creating a city of neighbourhoods, and create more to see and do, by supporting and activating local business areas to provide easy access to personalised service, lifestyle and leisure options in the suburbs. Well, that’s a mouthful if ever you saw it. Haven’t any of the people who write these budget documents heard that short, concise sentences are easier to read and understand?


So, the Council, by doing some work in suburban areas, by planting a few trees, probably, hopefully putting in some lights, a bit of artwork, they’ll cause a suburban strip to provide easy access to personalised service, lifestyle and leisure options in the suburbs. In fact, what gumph—

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor CUMMING:
What gumph. 


Also, economic development—oh, sorry again, the Brisbane Economic Development Agency, they will have the old choice. I remember attending briefings and they’d come along and they would take credit for every event that took place in Brisbane, whether it be a Broncos match or State of Origin, or a Bledisloe Cup match, it was always their—they took credit for it. Of course, Council does nothing to organise such events or fund such events in most part, but Council will claim credit for them.


Then there’s Outcome 7.4, Delivering World-Class Economic Precincts. I mean, they’re into hyperbole in big ways but this one takes the credit. They’ve named some of the suburbs there, and I’ve read articles in that journal of merit, The Courier-Mail, which has talked about suburbs where there’s a lot of vacancies in shops and everything. Like Fortitude Valley, Spring Hill, Paddington, Milton—they all get a mention. But apparently, they are world class economic precincts. So, I think actually they’re probably more in with a big chance of winning a competition of the suburbs with the most vacant shops or something like that, as opposed to being a world-class economic precinct. 


I’d still like an explanation why the Queen Street Mall, the revenue exceeds expense by a fair bit. Is there some slush fund that the money goes into, or why don’t we reduce the mall levy so it just equals what’s being spent, instead of having such a big surplus? 


One practical thing, I think, that Brisbane needs is a tourist bus. My understanding is the previous private tourist bus has closed, and I’ve been down to Melbourne, and in Melbourne they’ve got two tourist buses, hop-on hop-off buses that run around the city. One is run by the private sector and the other is run by the council. 

I think it would be a good idea for the Brisbane City Council to make sure there’s a hop-on hop-off bus operating around there, and competition, if there’s a private one as well. I think that would make Brisbane a serious tourist city. If you haven’t got a hop-on hop-off bus, all the major cities around the world, that are big tourist cities, have got that available. A lot of tourists, like myself, look forward to those sorts of services being provided. 

Also, perhaps the service could be run in conjunction with the Brisbane Greeters. So, if you got off at a stop, there’d be someone from Brisbane Greeters there to take you around, explain what you were going to look at, and the history and everything like that, and it would go down very well. It would keep our hard‑working volunteer Brisbane Greeters in operation, because I’m like Councillor JOHNSTON—I think they’re doomed, and the email that the manager read out meant to me and anyone reading it would say we don’t want you anymore. I think that is most inappropriate, and it’s quite wrong that that should occur to such a great organisation that have done so much work in publicising Brisbane and explaining to people about Brisbane. They’ve done a great job, and they deserve better—

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Point of order.

Councillor CUMMING:
They deserve better treatment than that—

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Point of order.

Chair:
Point of order, Councillor ADAMS.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Will Councillor CUMMING take a question about what would happen to them when he cut Brisbane Marketing—

Chair:
Councillor CUMMING, will you take a question? 

No, no, that’s not how we ask questions. 

Councillor CUMMING, will you take a question?

Councillor CUMMING: 
No, no, thanks. Not today.

Chair:
All right, thank you. 

No questions. 

Councillor CUMMING.

Councillor CUMMING:
Also, like Councillor ALLAN, I’d like to congratulate the small business owners in my area who stayed open at the height of the pandemic. When there was hardly anyone on the street, they were still open, still providing services. Also, some of the—a lot of the restaurants around Wynnum, we’ve got a reasonable number of restaurants, a lot of them stayed open and sold take-away, and kept their businesses going, and kept their families in employment and kept their staff operating, 

I think it’s great that these people have worked so hard. Particularly in my area—and I have to mention this, so many of them are from ethnic backgrounds that have run these businesses, and are so hard-working and they have done so much for our local area. I’m urging my local residents to support these people when things get back to normal, and as far as normal as they can, and support these local businesses, and make sure that they get some reward for having served us during this dreadful time. Thank you.

Chair:
Further speakers?

Councillor HUANG.

Councillor HUANG:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I enter to contribute to the debate on Program 7 of the 2020‑21 budget on Economic Development. Mr Chair, I’d like to firstly congratulate the LORD MAYOR in demonstrating his leadership and resolve on delivering an incredible budget that has not only responded to the challenges brought to us by the global COVID-19 pandemic, without compromising our city’s financial viability and, at the same time, using this opportunity to steer the economic direction of our city to prepare for the economic recovery and strengthen the future competitiveness of our city in the post-COVID-19 global economic settings.


Mr Chair, planning Brisbane’s economy is not an easy task. Brisbane is not only Australia’s largest council, but one of the fastest growing regions in Australia and the main engine of economic growth for Queensland, and the rising business hub in the Asia-Pacific region.


I always remember when the former Mayor of New York, Rudy Giuliani, attended 2011 Asia Pacific Cities Summit. He said, city defines the country, not country defines the city. Brisbane is definitely a shining and rising star in defining Australia. 


Indeed, if we look at Brisbane’s economic record, under the successive LNP Administrations, we have consistently defined our competitive advantages in areas like mining, tourism, international conferences, international education, and filming opportunities. I believe everyone would remember the excitement as well as the media attention we received when Thor was filmed in Brisbane. 


But knowing our competitive advantage alone is not enough to deliver good economic outcomes for our city. It requires a competent Administration to do the hard work to make sure we don’t squander our advantages. Thanks to the successive LNP Administrations in Brisbane, we have Lord Mayors who continue to develop friendship with international students through the International Student Friendship Ceremony. We have increased purpose-built student accommodation through Council’s city planning tools. We have made the Asia Pacific Cities Summit the region’s leading summit. We have increased the supply of quality hotel rooms for business travellers who come to Brisbane for the businesses and conferences.


Despite the obstacles laid down by an incompetent debt-driven Labor State Government, we were able to make record investment in Brisbane’s infrastructure, and we have also implemented local procurement policy under LORD MAYOR Adrian SCHRINNER—both directly injected money into local economy, and laid the foundation for our city’s continued economic growth.


Mr Chair, these examples of our success in defining Brisbane’s competitive advantage and transforming these advantages into tangible economic benefits proves the vision and ability of the LNP Administration in managing our city’s economy and positioning our city in a global economic setting. 


Mr Chair, unfortunately, I did not study Latin as it was an elective and not a compulsory subject when I was in high school. But I would like to quote a Latin phrase: times change, and we change with them. Despite all these achievements we do not rest on our laurels, and we also recognise the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic has had on the world economy. This is the perfect opportunity to reposition Brisbane so that we may thrive in a post‑COVID-19 global economy. 


Mr Chair, we don’t have crystal balls and we don’t know when or how this pandemic is going to end. But we should still do our best to prepare ourselves and to plan ahead for the economic recovery. Mr Chair, when talking of economic recovery, I’d like to stress the importance of the role our city centre plays in our economy. Brisbane continues to enhance its status as the most significant economy in Queensland and a key economic driver for the South East Queensland region. The city’s location on the Australia TradeCoast is one of the fastest growing port precincts, with the capacity to expand, near both air and seaport facilities making an attractive location for establishing and growing significant export industries. 


The city centre, comprising the CBD and the fringe, is the most significant economic asset to Brisbane, and the largest retail and workforce destination in Queensland. It accounts for approximately 30% of metropolitan Brisbane’s GRP—that is gross rating point—30% of employment, and 17% of all businesses. But the impacts of the corona pandemic means we are entering the most challenging economic environment our generation has ever experienced. Employment and economic projections suggest that, by the end of the June quarter, the number of jobs in Brisbane could be 15% lower than before COVID‑19, equating to approximately 135,000 fewer jobs. 


The majority of these will derive from the inner city area, with the largest losses in the CBD, Fortitude Valley, Bowen Hills, Milton, South Brisbane and Spring Hill. We have been utilising a range of data sources to understand how this has impacted our city, and to inform recovery efforts. Our average residents’ spending has decreased by $100 million to $200 million per month in our businesses and economy, most notably in the CBD. The economic development program will deliver a series of targeted programs and initiatives to rebuild Brisbane’s economy and provide the best possible environment to sustain and create growth in jobs and support new and existing businesses.

Facilitating strategic planning activities and activation events in key retail and independent precincts will be crucial as we move through the recovery phase. Our continuing investment in world-class infrastructure and public transport, like the turn-up-and-go Metro, double‑decker CityCats, and green bridges, will transform Brisbane’s key precincts, and provide a catalyst for investment and revitalisation. 

To sustain our city’s competitive advantage as a hub for innovation and ideas, Brisbane needs to leverage its reputation as a lifestyle city that offers both high value jobs and high‑quality places that attract people and investments. We are in a unique position that offers an opportunity to renew the inner city precinct with a combination of targeted economic support strategies and placemaking strategies that facilitate ongoing growth, investment and revitalisation.

Creating safe, attractive and vibrant destinations for residents, workers and investors will strengthen our city’s positioning as the premier destination for business and entertainment. Promoting local activation and major events will enhance the experience of our city and further support local businesses and traders. 

While instilling a sense of pride and community spirit, we will continue to provide funding to implement a lively and ongoing program of events and festivals to stimulate the local day and nighttime economy, particularly in Queen Street and Valley Malls. Last financial year, more than 1,000 events took place in our premier retail destination, Queen Street Mall, attracting more than 26 million visitors over the year. The Chinatown Mall is the multicultural centre of the city, boasting a suite of year-round events, festivals and activations. 

The Brunswick Street Mall has and will continue to provide a platform for local, emerging and world-class live music acts that boosts our city’s nighttime economy. This year a key focus will be to strengthen and support Valley daytime activities to generate more business opportunities for local traders. Coordinated and integrated place management of these centres is key to deliver a vibrant and fit-for-purpose 24-hour economy. This includes ongoing delivery of Council’s services and targeted assistance to trader groups to maximise their potential for economic success. 

Further funding in this program will provide for the continued operation and ongoing maintenance of the CitySafe camera network across 132 locations to ensure the safety of visitors and residents in the CBD and Valley entertainment precincts. Creating a safe and pedestrian friendly environment is crucial to the functionality and success of this precinct. Works have begun to install safety improvements, including bollards and garden beds at accessible points to Queen Street Mall.

While the Coronavirus crisis and restrictions imposed have put a temporary hold on the events and activations in our city’s central locations, the Economic Development team, in close collaboration with Brisbane Economic Development Agency, are well prepared to roll out a series of economic recovery actions and strategies to get Brisbane businesses up and running again when the time is right.

Mr Chair, I am proud to support Program 7 because this is the program that is going to prepare our city for future economic recovery—
Chair:
Councillor HUANG, your time has expired.

Councillor HUANG:
Thank you.

Chair:
Further speakers? 


Councillor LANDERS.

Councillor LANDERS:
Thank you, Chair. I wish to speak in support of Program 7, Economic Development. The importance of this program in particular cannot be understated, Mr Chair. Local businesses are essential to Brisbane’s economy, and in recent months it has been incredibly difficult for local businesses who have continually had to adjust their day-to-day operations. 


I would like to talk about the ways that we will be helping businesses to navigate these uncertain times by providing them with the tools and skills needed to overcome the economic challenges of the Coronavirus crisis, and continue their success into the future. However, even before COVID-19, many Brisbane businesses were vulnerable to a variety of factors that require them to constantly evolve: online trading, eCommerce, social media and marketing are constantly changing, and are crucial to remain viable. 


But learning about the many programs and resources that Council has on offer has reassured me that we are here to help and provide assistance in every way possible. Mr Chair, I note that Councillor CASSIDY claims Council have not provided enough full-time staff dedicated to this area. It is important to note that these business programs are delivered by specialists in their field. These are small‑medium enterprises themselves who we are in turn supporting. Additionally, Chair, many of these programs have been going for over five years, so they aren’t listed in the budget as they are now business as usual. 


This Administration has supported and will continue to support our local businesses. In addition to the significant role they play in Brisbane’s economy, it’s also essential for our community to have access to these businesses and services in their suburbs. It feeds into the leisure and lifestyle opportunities that this Council prides itself upon.


So, Mr Chair, in this budget, Council will be doing just that. We will continue to support Brisbane businesses through forums, workshops, networking events, business liaison officers, dedicated online resources and more. Navigating the ups and downs of owning and running a business is challenging, and often isolating for the many who may not have the support network or financial support to see them through. I am looking forward to providing these opportunities for my local businesses when safe to do so, hopefully in the not too distant future.


Council has two dedicated business liaison officers who continue to engage and connect with small business owners across Brisbane. They play a vitally important role in sharing information with business owners via one-on-one meetings or attendance at various business events on the programs and resources that are available from Council to help support businesses across the city.


The impacts of COVID-19 have shown us that information sharing is critical, and that having a strong online presence is where we are best placed to offer this type of support. This year the LORD MAYOR announced the Business and Local Economy Support project. As part of this project, businesses will have access to a dedicated website that will support Council’s business hotline that has done an outstanding job supporting businesses, particularly in recent months.


This online space will also provide an extensive calendar of Brisbane business events, an online collaboration platform and, importantly, it will have the capacity to link businesses directly to Council information and other relevant government and private resources. 


The new Brisbane business online presence will be a gateway to existing and emerging businesses by providing enhanced information, resources and opportunities to connect and collaborate. As part of this initiative, Council continues to provide a citywide business events calendar for businesses to register their Brisbane-based event for free, and reach a broader audience, as well as look for business events in Brisbane. 


As the DEPUTY MAYOR mentioned, Chair, we recently launched the Business in Brisbane Facebook group which has grown to more than 2,000 members. In this space, we share up-to-date resources and information from Council, and encourage business owners to share their own ideas, ask questions and to support each other. 


Council publishes quarterly economic snapshots in the Business in Brisbane newsletter with the aim of providing useful insights for Brisbane businesses. The articles cover a large variety of industries and topics showing the diversity of Brisbane’s economy as well as detailing key economic facts. This information is also readily available on Council’s website.


Mr Chair, we are also focusing on young people who, as we well know, have been among the hardest hit in terms of job losses, as this demographic are currently losing a lot of their casual work. We will be delivering a series of GenYOU inspired workshops, targeted for 17 to 25-year-olds, that will provide greater knowledge and understanding about the essential skills and traits that will help them to succeed in a workplace. 

These are skills that they may not have learned in school or university, such as personal branding, career management, mastering job applications, and growing and nurturing their networks. The workshops have proven to be very popular with over 540 young people attending the events in 2020-21, and are set to continue with similar workshops to be held at the Brisbane Business Hub in the heart of the CBD.


Another initiative I’d like to speak on is the inaugural maker entrepreneurship program that in 2019-20 provided 12 emerging business owners tools, skills and mentorship over a 16‑week period to transform what may have been a hobby into a transactional business. Mr Chair, I have a group of young mums who meet and network at one of my local cafes, who have online and home-based businesses. These programs provide the opportunity for businesses just like theirs to grow, develop and thrive within Brisbane’s economy. It will bring them into the vacant storefronts and creative and artisan markets. In return, it is also providing Brisbane residents with more leisure and lifestyle opportunities to enjoy. 


Other capacity building programs that will take place this year are Networking in the Suburbs and Skill-shop Workshops tailored to focus on target industries. Skill‑shop Workshops will cover a multitude of topics, ranging from employment skills, business survival through challenging times, super-charge online sales, pricing and money management for online businesses, and planning your home‑based business. 


The Networking in the Suburbs events are in response to feedback received from the business forums that business owners have found networking with others to exchange ideas has been profound. This year Council plans to deliver approximately 40 networking sessions in libraries across Brisbane once social distancing regulations are lifted further. In the meantime, they have also successfully transferred to an online format.


The Lord Mayor’s Business Forums continue to provide an essential service to Brisbane businesses with more than 5,389 attendees since the forums started in 2012-13. These figures aren’t inclusive of the industry specific mayor’s business forums for creative industry and social enterprise. It’s great to hear that these forums will also be expanded to partner with Council’s sport and recreation area to deliver a forum focus on community groups who lease Council’s assets to inform them of what assistance is available from Council as well as an opportunity to learn from other business leaders in their sector.


Council will also continue to deliver Lord Mayor’s Excellence Workshops. These workshops are interactive and presenters are successful business leaders who provide information and share their business insights with attendees. In response to social distancing restrictions imposed, many of these forums were also successfully transferred to a virtual format, and will now continue to be delivered both online as well as traditional face-to-face workshops once restrictions are relaxed—
Chair:
Councillor LANDERS, your time has expired. 

Are there any further speakers? 

Councillor McLACHLAN. 

Councillor McLACHLAN, please turn on your microphone. 

Councillor McLACHLAN:
My apologies, Mr Chair. Mic now turned on. I rise to speak in support of the Program 7, 2020-2021 budget, and specifically on Outcome 7.5 and its services. As has been emphasised by the Economic Development Chair and other Councillors today, this budget is about setting the course for our recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic.


It has brought our city to a stop. Local businesses stopped trading or closed all together; tourism is at a standstill, and the construction industry continues to suffer. We hope that the new COVID-19 cases curve stays flat, but Brisbane is now faced with a flattened economy, and challenges that we haven’t seen for 100 years. So, that’s why this budget, this program, is focused on supporting the Brisbane business community as best we can.


Mr Chair, in the June quarter, Brisbane’s gross regional product is predicted to drop 15.8%. Over the COVID-19 period, we’ve seen significant job losses in tourism, aviation, accommodation, food services and the education sector. The construction industry has been hit hard, and job losses are expected to grow over coming months without a pipeline of projects. As the Chair for Infrastructure and the Councillor representing Pinkenba and Eagle Farm, one of Brisbane’s largest industrial areas supporting the local factories that rely on the construction industry is particularly important to me. I will come to that later in debate on Program 2. 


Mr Chair, the LORD MAYOR announced the re-tasking of Brisbane Marketing as the Brisbane Economic Development Agency to respond to the impacts of COVID-19 and to drive growth for the economy by delivering programs that will increase the city’s business and trade opportunities. It’s startling to hear the hypocrisy from the other side who would have scrapped Brisbane Marketing all together if they’d had their way, and are now complaining about the refocus of those folk who have been engaged in Brisbane Marketing.


In partnership with the Economic Recovery Taskforce, the renamed Brisbane Economic Development Agency with its refocus will support the development of priority industries where Brisbane has a competitive advantage, and industries that present the best opportunities for growth. Now, one of those, Mr Chair, is in aviation. I am proud to represent the airport, one of the key constituent businesses in my ward, and one of the significant businesses on which our city and State depends. I have always focused on support for the aviation sector.


The Brisbane Economic Development Agency, through its previous incarnation as Brisbane Marketing, has been a long-term partner with the Brisbane Airport Corporation in helping to attract new operators to Brisbane—dozens of them. With the opening of the new runway at the airport, that will continue to be a great opportunity once we recover from the COVID-19 crisis. They’ll be identifying ways to support and strengthen Brisbane’s position as the premier Australian airport.


Mr Chair, my greatest concern in this regard is the ALP long-term plan to impose a curfew on the new runway when it becomes operational, and that would be an economic disaster for our city. I implore those representing the ALP here in this place to reject that plan, to come clean, reject that plan, because a 24/7 airport gives Brisbane a distinct advantage in attracting international flights, and will be crucial in our future.


Mr Chair, there is a long and difficult journey ahead for our city as it recovers from the economic impacts of COVID-19. This is one of the great Programs in our budget that supports that recovery, and I commend it to the Chamber. 

Chair:
Further speakers?


Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Thanks, Chair; I’ll keep it pretty short. I must say, in terms of this budget Program, I’m not particularly surprised by the rhetoric or the overall political strategy. I just want to again state for the record the importance of recognising that economic development and economic growth for its own sake is not necessarily something that any Administration should aspire to. 


What we must continually be asking ourselves is who benefits from these projects and programs, and where do the positive impacts of economic growth actually flow. So often the kinds of strategies that the Council has employed in this field tend to serve the interests of larger companies and corporations, and despite the rhetoric of supporting small local businesses, the way these fee cards and changes are implemented in practice tends to lead to a competitive advantage for those larger companies, and the resultant loss of revenue means there’s less support for community services and events, which in turn means less local economic activity that generates revenue for smaller businesses.


So, I think it’s a shame, but perhaps not surprising, that we’re not having those important conversations about equity and social justice, and how we can have a just economic recovery, an economic recovery that, instead of concentrating wealth in the hands of a few wealthy people, actually seeks to redress some of the economic and power imbalances within our city, and distributes money and support services and incentives to the people and the groups that most desperately need it. 


A genuine economic development and economic recovery strategy would have focused much more heavily on providing public housing and community housing for those most vulnerable and increased funding and support services for people experiencing homelessness, et cetera. Instead, the way this economic development, economic recovery program has been framed seems to obscure those important social justice and equity considerations, and instead just replicates some of the worst elements of neo-liberalism. 


I know there’s some good stuff in this program as well, and I don’t want to be outright negative. I do acknowledge that there are some valuable changes here, but overall I think the general philosophy that underpins this program is a step in the wrong direction, and I think it’s a shame that the Council Administration isn’t willing to think a little bit more laterally about alternative sources of revenue and alternative ways to support an economic recovery other than the same old that we see year after year.


So, yes, I’ll be voting against this program. I don’t think it will surprise anyone to hear that. But I hope that the Council Administration will consider in future thinking a little bit more about those who are less fortunate—I say less fortunate—really, they’ve been screwed over by neo-liberal capitalism. It’s not that they’ve been unlucky; it’s that they’ve been deliberately exploited. But I’ll save that conversation for another time. Cheers. 

Chair:
Further speakers?


Councillor MATIC.

Councillor MATIC:
Thank you, Mr Chair, and I thank you for the opportunity to speak on what will be one of the most important program areas debated in this budget, particularly given the impact of COVID-19 on our society, not only socially structurally, but importantly also financially. 


Mr Chair, I’m in the ward office right now, and I’m in the middle of the Paddington business strip, and I have shop operators around me who are just mum and dad operators. I listened to the words of Councillor SRI. It’s unfortunate that he doesn’t get or understand the basic requirements of those mum and dad operators who are small operators, who are not big business, who do this for love, and to earn a living. A lot of them aren’t rich. They don’t get rich from their business, but they do it for passion; they do it for their contribution to community—

Councillor SRI:
Point of order.

Chair:
Point of order; Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Claim to be misrepresented. 

Chair:
Noted. 

Councillor MATIC.

Councillor MATIC:
Mr Chair, this is not a philosophical debate at a school of social sciences around capitalism and different gender classes; it’s about mum and dad operators, and that’s what this budget and this LORD MAYOR is delivering on.


We’ve heard a lot from the Labor Opposition around Brisbane Marketing. All of us who have been in this Chamber for a long time know that they have always criticised the organisation. Brisbane Marketing has always been a reflection of the priorities of our city from term to term in regards to be being able to deliver those outcomes that were required as a destination city, as a new world city, on tourism and investment, and now it is reflective of what our economy and what our city needs through its new term of Brisbane Economic Development Agency.


This budget will deliver on so many important things in our local precincts, and particularly Service 7.3.2.1 about real engagement with business operators, about providing those opportunities to work with them, to provide real outcomes, to provide the support they need, but also to empower them themselves. A lot of business operators are doing the things they need to right now to change the way that they run their businesses, market their businesses, distribute their goods to their customers under this new regime that we have. Through this program area, we’ll work strongly with them to be able to provide a level of support. 

 
As part of this program, the LORD MAYOR announced before the budget the business fee reduction, and to his credit he continues that commitment to all of our business operators. Councillor SRI made the comment that this somehow benefits the larger end of town. The reality is that this actually benefits everyone, including small operators but importantly also those people who have lost their jobs and now have decided to start up a small business to find a new source of income. In fact, in my own ward, there’s a brand-new business called Paddington Jams and Sauces that, because of these fee reductions, could actually afford to start their own business. That’s the kind of outcome that this program is delivering, that this LORD MAYOR is delivering through this. 


These kinds of simple and effective measures that the LORD MAYOR is taking to waive fees and provide discounts is absolutely fundamental to small start-ups and existing small mum and dad operators. This fee structure is categorised in a number of different areas, and this program provides enormous benefit. There’ll be a 100% discount on design assessment fees related to start-ups and one-off fees, 50% discount on application fees, and 10% discount on renewal fees. This is real outcomes and real savings for all of those businesses.


Importantly also as part of this program will be that one-on-one connection with business operators. We’ve seen to date the initiatives around conducting local area marketing and activation strategies. A lot of the local businesses are spending all of their time just earning a living and running their business. They want to be able to do more, and work collectively as a precinct, and this program area will help them achieve that by bringing in an external to help them do that heavy lifting on this kind of work. It will ease the pressure on those local businesses to have to have multiple hats to achieve that outcome. 

All Councillors in the Chamber work closely with their local businesses. You see them every single day in your engagement with them around how they’re trying to juggle work, life and marketing, and initiatives within their precincts, either individually or collectively. The programs within this program are doing that. We’ve already seen initiatives in Stones Corner, Sandgate, Wynnum and Nundah where Council’s economic development team has actively engaged with businesses located within these precincts to develop and release local business destination plans. 

Our local Chamber, or our local affiliated group here in Paddington, had their first meeting a few weeks ago with a place maker to start that conversation, so that when you go to a precinct, irrespective of which side of the river you’re on, you are getting a unique experience that that precinct delivers. We are bringing on board qualified experienced professional people to help those operators achieve those goals. By working collectively with them, Council is also developing a precinct positioning and activation toolkit which, upon completion, will be a tool and process able to be used by business groups and Chambers to determine the unique offering and positioning that they so desperately need to provide that unique destination experience.

Now, as part of this budget, we’re also continuing the pop-ups program. Lots of us have vacant shops. Comment has been made in the Chamber about that. This program, which was launched by the LORD MAYOR and continues strongly in this budget, will continue to deliver on activation of those spaces. Now, how that program works is that there is a grant program that will bring together the shop owner and a prospective pop-up, providing a $2,000 grant to each of those two persons, those two bodies, to be able to reach an agreement on entering into a lease for a location for an agreed period of time. 

This will help the owner of the business and the precinct by having an activation rather than a vacant shop, but it will also assist that pop-up as a start-up in getting its foundations, developing its own customer base, and for that owner to also build up their own level of confidence and knowledge so that they may then want to enter into a longer lease with that shop owner.

This program this year will provide the opportunity for 12 pop-up tenants to look at providing more and more of those opportunities. Because of COVID-19, obviously there was some constraints around that program, but this program will continue to deliver that, and as we see the economy continue to change and develop, this issue around pop-ups will be absolutely fundamental to being able to provide activation in those precincts. 

We all know that there’s nothing worse than driving through or walking through a precinct with multiple vacancies. By having this opportunity there for people, it will provide the level of energy and activation required. So, from that, we will see more variety of shops; we will see people wanting to establish themselves within those precincts, and it will also provide the long-term viability for those emerging businesses. 

Mr Chair, as part of this whole program, we’re also seeing this investment by the LORD MAYOR in activation of these precincts through improvements through infrastructure, so enhancements around landscaping, furnishing, art, but also activation. So, once these enhancements are built, what will then be the program of activation within those precincts to keep people interested. All of these grassroots initiatives by the LORD MAYOR are absolutely fundamental to supporting all local businesses. It’s not just about the big end of town; these programs absolutely target the mum and dad operators that are the lifeblood of our economy. That’s what this Administration is about.

We have a strong history of supporting local businesses, of supporting local precincts, of providing the tools and the resources to help them empower themselves within their organisations, either as loose affiliations or as formal Chambers, so that they can embrace and own their precinct, so that they can build that sense of community. 

We have within our areas currently a lot of pop-ups as far as social media, Instagram and Facebook, all supporting local Chambers and businesses within our respective wards. These are great initiatives brought on by the local community, and you can see by them that the local community wants to get behind local business. It is about buying locally; it is about going up to the coffee shop or to the café or to the fashion or accessory space within those precincts and buying something. 

This program that the LORD MAYOR is implementing, and overseen by the DEPUTY MAYOR in this financial year, will absolutely support the mindset of the local community in supporting local business. This is about taking the steps forward to empower and support—

Chair;
Councillor MATIC, your time has expired. 

Councillor SRI, you had a misrepresentation.

Councillor SRI:
Thanks, Chair. Councillor MATIC appeared to suggest that I didn’t support or care about the positive elements of this program that support small businesses. I’m quite supportive of those fee cuts, and I draw a strong distinction between smaller local businesses and larger corporations. Thanks. 

Chair:
Thank you. 

Further speakers? 

Further speakers—I see no hands. 


Councillor ADAMS.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair, and I thank the Chambers for the debate today. I am very proud to present Program 7, Economic Development, to the Chambers, as the priority program in this budget this year, as the most important program in delivering that recovery and revitalisation to our small, medium and large enterprises right throughout Brisbane. But we are unashamedly small to medium enterprise focused in this Council because that is more than 94% of the businesses in Brisbane. The mums and dads that Councillor MATIC was talking about, the start‑ups, the scale-ups, the youth, the elders, the volunteers, this is all to do with our businesses and prosperity. 


Economic development, through you, Mr Chair, to Councillor SRI, when economic development is going strong, the whole city is going strong. That is who benefits. No classes, no class warfare; the entire city and every resident benefits from a strong economy. The problem, of course, that we have with the ALP is that they don’t understand that tough economic times mean restructure and responsible financial measures. 

What we heard from three out of their four speakers today was Brisbane Greeters, Brisbane Greeters. A misconstrued email discussing that Brisbane Greeters may not be delivered by Brisbane Economic Development Agency anymore. It is absolutely false for Councillor COOK to say it’s the first we heard of it today, because Councillor COOK asked the question, through you, Mr Chair, on Monday afternoon, and I answered in full the question on what programs would be looked at. I listed them, and Brisbane Greeters was mentioned. I do note that she did fail to listen to most of the answers I gave, because I made it very clear on what programs right across Economic Development were definitely still there. 

Councillor COOK, however, talks about Brisbane Marketing, now Brisbane EDA, as being decimated. Decimated? Well, let’s see what you guys would have done, through you, Mr Chair. Labor would disband Brisbane Marketing. Where does that leave all of those programs that they deliver? What does disband mean in the Thesaurus? Dissolve, demobilise, destroy—

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
No interjections, please. 

Councillor ADAMS.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair. Make no doubt about it, Brisbane Marketing and all of the programs in that have been a clear focus of the Opposition to be totally disbanded from the day it was actually instigated by this Administration. 


We also heard clearly from Councillor STRUNK that we don’t really need to worry about the Economic Development because we’ve got guaranteed income—guaranteed income, I hear. Well, Councillor STRUNK, through you, Mr Chair, probably presumes that rates are guaranteed. But rates are only 50% of our revenue, Councillor STRUNK, through you, Mr Chair. The rest is highly variable. 


There is a lot of revenue like infrastructure charges, the reductions that we are making in fees and charges, that are not guaranteed, and we know already the hit is $142.5 million in the last year alone. Last year we budgeted for a $300 million surplus, but we ended up with $74 million because of the pandemic. How is that guaranteed revenue, through you, Mr Chair. So, I have to say thank you, Councillor ALLAN and LORD MAYOR, because a surplus of $195 million in the forward year is an outstanding result under uncertain circumstances that we’re dealing with today.


We also heard about shopfronts and how unsuccessful that activation program has been. The one launched by the LORD MAYOR in February, Mr Chair, in February, and then was shut again in March. But we already have three MoUs (Memorandum of Understanding) signed, and the phone calls keep coming. As soon as we are able to get more signed up and shopfronts are opening again, I am sure we will see them right across the city. 

I’m glad to see Councillor COOK can actually add up two lines between destination marketing and the visitor economy to come up with the $13 million that is being spent in apparently marketing. But again, as I clearly explained on Monday afternoon, the visitor economy and destination marketing is absolutely important collaboration with our government and industry partners to deliver for the businesses of Brisbane. 

Yes, there will be some marketing, but that’s how tourism works, Councillor COOK, through you, Mr Chair. It includes itinerary content, but it’s also about working with BAC (Brisbane Airport Corporation), as Councillor McLACHLAN mentioned about aviation re‑attraction; local tourism operators, who are small to medium enterprise; to create new tourism events, experiences and attractions; develop a sustainability agenda for those tourism operators. Two business development programs for tourism operators for our food and future initiatives, for all of those pillars that we know in our industry that are so strong. 

On top of that, I never said the grants were cancelled in Brisbane Economic Development Agency. The global entrepreneur, the tourism experience development, the convention trailblazer grants, are all on the table. Brisbane Economic Development Agency, if they see the value in those going forward, will absolutely deliver those grants. But on top of that, they have the—

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
No interjections. 

Councillor ADAMS.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
—program, and they have three floors of a Brisbane Business Hub to deliver extended programs providing mentoring, workshops, modules and networking for up to 1,000, if not more, businesses as we come out of this pandemic over the next 12 months. 


We heard from Councillor CUMMING that gone were the list of workshops for business skills and things out in the local area, and again I say to you, Councillor CUMMING, if your colleagues had bothered to listen to the—and I think even one said it—lots of words that I spoke on Monday afternoon. Yes, there is lots of words in two-hour Question Time. There was also lots of answers in that two-hour Question Time, including the list of all of those programs, not one of which has been cancelled going into the next financial year. 

The fact is, we have been doing these for so long and so successfully that they’re not projects by economic development—they are business as usual. They are things that we deliver day in and day out. We have got Start, Run and Grow website and pocket guides, the accessible website, the dedicated business in Brisbane Facebook, the Lord Mayor’s Business Forums, the Lord Mayor’s Business Excellence Workshops, the Networking in the Suburbs sessions, the Skill-shop Workshops, the Business Liaison Officers, the Industry Specific Forums for Creative Industry and Social Enterprise, the Brisbane Business Hotline, the opportunity Brisbane investment information that goes out to businesses, the accelerator programs for social enterprises, the Maker Industry, and GenYOU programs for Youth Business Skills, the Business in Brisbane newsletters and so much more—half-day workshops with over hundreds and hundreds and hundreds of participants, all still there.

Business as usual delivered by an outstandingly enthusiastic and passionate team of officers in Economic Development who, as Councillor LANDERS said, work with small to medium enterprises to deliver these programs right across the city. Councillor MATIC also mentioned our local business partnership initiatives (LBPIs). That, Councillor CUMMING, through you, Mr Chair, is delivered in the suburbs. It is hypocritical of you to say nothing in the suburbs, as one of the most successful LBPIs in the last 12 months has actually been in Wynnum, which you know very well about yourself. It's about enabling business owners and providers—

Councillor CUMMING:
Point of order.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
—to collaborate with Council.

Chair:
Point of order to you, Councillor CUMMING.

Councillor CUMMING:
Claim to be misrepresented. 

Chair:
Noted. 

Also, while I’m here, Councillor ADAMS, I must insist that I please ask you to refer to Councillors in the third person, and all comments through me, please. 

Councillor ADAMS.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Sorry, Mr Chair. So, Councillor CUMMING knows very well about Wynnum and the LBPI that is being done down there. So, it’s a bit rich saying gone are the support in the suburbs through this program as well.


What we actually see in this program is the dedication and the commitment of this Administration and the Council officers to ensure that we are supporting businesses of all sizes through what is the most significant economic crisis that our country has seen in over a century. What we heard from the Opposition was bickering about a program that will continue, that we love, which will be delivered not through Brisbane Economic Development Agency, that will continue to be the front door and the welcome to Brisbane as well. 


It is outrageous some of the falsehoods that have been put forward today by those on the opposite side of the Chamber. I would like to thank Andrea Kenafake, the Divisional Manager, Brett Fraser through the Brisbane Economic Development Agency, and all the Council officers that continue to work long hours to deliver these workshops and these programs, and make sure that we continue to support businesses and to drive the economic development of Brisbane out of these uncertain times. Thank you, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Councillor CUMMING, you had a—

Councillors interjecting.

Chair:
—misrepresentation.

Councillor CUMMING:
Sorry, I didn’t talk about any suburban programs having been cut.

Chair:
Okay, thank you. 

All right


I will now put the Program area.
The Chair submitted to the Chamber the motion for the adoption of the Economic Development Program and it was declared carried on the voices.
Thereupon, the DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS and Councillor Sandy LANDERS immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared carried.

The voting was as follows:

AYES: 24 -
The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, and Councillors Greg ADERMANN, Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Tracy DAVIS, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, Sarah HUTTON, Sandy LANDERS, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, Peter MATIC, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Steven TOOMEY, Andrew WINES, the Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Jared CASSIDY, and Councillors Kara COOK, Peter CUMMING, Steve GRIFFITHS and Charles STRUNK.

NOES: 1 -
Councillor Jonathan SRI. 

ABSTENTIONS: 1 -
Councillor Nicole JOHNSTON.
The Chair then called upon Councillor Ryan MURPHY to present the Transport for Brisbane Program.
1. TRANSPORT FOR BRISBANE PROGRAM:
742/2019-20
Councillor Ryan MURPHY, Chair of the Public and Active Transport Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Steven HUANG, that for the Transport for Brisbane Program: (i) the services of Council, the allocations for the Operations and the Projects and Rolling Projects as set out on pages 16 to 26 and the indicative schedules on pages 144 to 146 for the years 2020-21 through to 2023-24, and (ii) the allocations for the Operations and Project for the Service 1.2.1.2 Provide Ferry Services and Maintenance for the year 2024-25 through to 2030-31 as set out on page 313, and (iii) the allocation for 2024-25 for the Brisbane Metro project as set out on page 25, so far as they relate to Program 1, be adopted.
Chair:
Is there any debate? 


Councillor MURPHY.

Councillor MURPHY:
Yes, thank you, Mr Chair. Before I commence with Program 1, I just want to answer two Questions on Notice. The first was from Councillor CASSIDY. He asked why there was a sharp decline in the surplus from 2020-21 financial year in the Transport for Brisbane business. The decline is due to additional expenses in 2020-21 compared to the previous financial year, mainly due to an increase in Transport for Brisbane’s asset depreciation, funding for transition to the new ferry operations and maintenance contract, and operational safety measures. 


Then there was a question from Councillor JOHNSTON who asked what is the marketing and communications budget for Brisbane Metro at service 1.2.5.1 is. In the previous financial year, that budget was $432,622, and that included drone footage, graphic design, letterbox drops, translation services, et cetera. The budget for this year is set at $380,000, so a slight drop there. 


Chair, I am very pleased to introduce Program 1, Transport for Brisbane. Transport for Brisbane will deliver Australia’s most modern public and active transport, including the Brisbane Metro, for efficient and sustainable movement of people. Council has very proudly operated the city’s buses since 1925, starting with just 11 buses, and has expanded over the years to our current fleet of more than 1,200 buses, complemented by the CityFerries, CityHopper and CityCats that service 25 terminals over a 22-kilometre stretch of the Brisbane River.


Council aims to provide safe and efficient travel options through the delivery of coordinated citywide public and active transport options to our customers. Some 84 million trips were taken on our network in the last financial year. That’s a lot of journeys. Every one of them is important to this Administration. 

In the last few months, I am particularly proud of the flexibility that Council has shown to ensure public and active transport continues to be delivered across our city in the face of the pandemic, and I would like to acknowledge Council officers and staff for their hard work and dedication to our customers. To them, we say thank you.

Mr Chair, when LORD MAYOR Adrian SCHRINNER took on the mantle of Lord Mayor just over a year ago, he signalled the biggest change in transport priorities Brisbane City Council has seen since TransApex. His first announcement, $550 million for new green bridges, heralded a step change in our approach to infrastructure provision. While Council continues to acknowledge the role that roads play in our transport network, this LORD MAYOR and this Administration knows that great cities have great public and active transport networks, and that our focus should be on getting people to take up these options.

To do that, we are overseeing the single biggest investment in public and active transport in Brisbane’s history, here in Program 1, Transport for Brisbane. Program 1 accounts for as much capital expenditure over the four-year forward estimates as every other program combined. It shows that this Administration and this LORD MAYOR is backing up words with action, investing ratepayers’ money to create local jobs and to deliver a public and active transport future that our city can be proud of.

That starts with the game-changing Brisbane Metro project, a $1.244 billion investment in Brisbane’s public transport system, and an investment that actually does the lion’s share of work in terms of moving people around our city. We hear a lot about the $5.7 billion cross river rail project, but never forget that it’s actually the bus network that performs 66% of the public transport task here in Brisbane.

Unlocking the congestion on the Victoria Bridge and unleashing the potential of our network is critical. This is Brisbane’s most important public transport project, and we are excited that works are now under way. Early works are already happening at South Brisbane, and we are working to receive our first Metro vehicle next year for testing. We’ve secured agreement from the State to move the Cultural Centre underground station off the critical path, allowing us to build the Adelaide Street tunnel, the North Quay upgrade and the Victoria Bridge connection.

We’ve announced the preferred tenderer, the Brisbane Move consortium, of ACCIONA and Arup, and we’ll now get on with finalising the design. We’re fast‑tracking everything within our control to see our first vehicles in operation in 2023, despite suffering an 18‑month delay at the Cultural Centre. 

The scope has changed, and so, too, has the cost. But we are getting a world-class green, fast, safe public transport system, the likes of which we’ve never seen in Australia. We now have a Brisbane Metro vehicle which is all electric and with zero tailpipe emissions. That comes with a higher price than the diesel vehicles originally factored into the project, but it’s a better investment as a result.

We have purchased more land at the Rochedale Depot to cater for future growth of the Metro fleet, as further stages roll out across the city. By now opting for a bored tunnel instead of a cut and cover design, it will cost more, but it will have less impact on traffic, and will help expedite the Adelaide Street vision. And we’re getting on with a project that will deliver 2,600 jobs that our city and our economy needs now, more than ever before. 

Mr Chair, this program also supports our wildly successful seniors free off-peak travel, another positive initiative from this LORD MAYOR to support public transport and our senior citizens in one project. Launched on 1 October last year, seniors from across the city celebrated the launch of free off-peak travel on Brisbane City Council buses, CityCats and ferries. 

While it’s the State Government who sets the fares and collects the revenue, it’s Council who is delivering this free off-peak travel initiative that eases the cost of living for older residents and encourages connections with family and friends. At the end of May this year, more than 2.2 million passenger trips have already been taken by seniors during off-peak periods on buses and ferries—an enormous amount of travel. 

Mr Chair, speaking of our ferries, this program also invests to deliver our next generation CityCats. Our CityCats are an iconic part of our river, and a popular way to travel for both businesses and leisure, with patronage for Yoogera, our first double-decker CityCat, number 22, proof of its popularity with approximately 48,000 trips taken since Yoogera set sail on 26 December last year. 

CityCat 23 is already being built, and by December 2024, a further seven CityCats will be delivered under this project. This next generation double-decker CityCat can carry a total of 170 passengers, with up to six dedicated wheelchair and mobility scooter areas. On the upper deck, there is seating for 20 passengers, and rear deck seating for 16 passengers and space for 10 bikes. 

CityCat 23 is the second next gen CityCat being built currently. The construction of CityCat 23 began in December last year, and is being built by local Murarrie business Aus Ships. It takes around 30,000 hours to design and construct a CityCat, so this investment means employment of 30 full-time employees and 30 contract workers, creating and supporting local jobs when our city needs it most.

Speaking of local jobs, since 1925 Council has been involved with ferry services on the river, and in September last year Council approved a significant contracting plan for the ferries’ operations and maintenance contract to go to market. Being the river city, we are continuing to deliver riverwalks, upgraded ferry terminals and our new next generation fleet of double-decker CityCats. Pre-COVID-19, it was not unusual for more than five million passengers to travel by ferry or CityCat annually, a real and genuine public transport option for Brisbane residents wanting to use our river to get around the city. To ensure the iconic fleet of vessels can continue to provide a world-class river transport service for millions of customers, Council will be finalising the outcome of that tender as a matter of priority.

Chair, while CityCats are our single most expensive public transport vehicle, at the other end of the spectrum but no less important is our personalised public transport network—or PPT. PPT commenced in 2006 and is a low-cost hail and ride loop service that helps connect Brisbane residents to their local transport hubs. This service operates in areas where TransLink services are limited, and specially marked wheelchair accessible and air‑conditioned maxi cabs are provided. 

Last financial year approximately 25,000 passengers used the PPT service, and the combined Council Cabs contract and PPT service with Black & White Cabs commenced on 1 July 2019. We continue to provide that essential service in this budget. 

Chair, the world is driving towards a more sustainable transport future, and increasingly that is electric. With millions of electric buses operating in cities around the world, London, Paris and Amsterdam are already shifting to electric public transport systems. Brisbane Airport is one of only two airports in Australia operating an electric bus fleet, and their feedback has been that their buses are incredibly quiet and are helping to reduce 250 tonnes of carbon emissions each year, which equals 100 less cars on the road.

Brisbane’s current bus contract will end in 2022, and now is the time for Brisbane to explore a transition to vehicles with a smaller carbon footprint. As part of a new bus build contract, we will ask bidders to provide their plans for transitioning to new power sources, and a contract will be awarded in the coming months to partner an electric bus supplier to operate four electric buses on the City Loop service. The City Loop will become Council’s first-ever dedicated electric bus service and will put to the test a 12-month trial on Brisbane roads before the end of the year, which will help us understand their capabilities and how we can integrate them into our network. It will be an exciting time for our CBD, with more green transport options available to residents, visitors and commuters. 

I am pleased to advise that the City Loop buses will soon be joined by new green bridge travel in the CBD through the green bridges program. With the LORD MAYOR’s commitment of $550 million towards new green bridges, we’re making the largest investment in active travel infrastructure in our city’s history. Not only will green bridges boost the economy with an additional 500 jobs, they will transform the way people move in a liveable and connected river city.

The Kangaroo Point green bridge will be one of Brisbane’s most used walking and cycling bridges, with more than 6,100 trips per day, removing 84,000 car trips every year. The new Breakfast Creek green bridge will provide a seamless connection between the inner city and the Lores Bonney Riverwalk, which sees more than 2,000 trips every day. 

We’ve announced that we’re fast-tracking these bridges, which will see both of them delivered in this Council term, ahead of their original delivery date in 2025. With more than $300 million being invested over four years, these historic green bridges will connect communities, create jobs and enhance our lifestyle for generations to come. 

Alongside the bold green bridges program, we’re expanding Brisbane’s network of safe and accessible bikeways, critical to the long-term development of our city. Council’s 700‑kilometre long bicycle network will continue to grow. We’re investing more than $120 million this financial year towards a suite of active transport projects to ensure that getting around our city in an active way becomes a more attractive way to travel. 

We know that Brisbane residents love our city’s expanding network of riverwalks and bikeways, so we’ll spend $58 million in the next two years on building major bikeways, including completing the Indooroopilly Riverwalk. This riverwalk provides a new active travel offering, bringing this much-loved part of the river to life. This is a safer alternative to the current corridor along Radnor Street. This project includes a five-metre wide separated cyclist and pedestrian facility, and a dedicated pedestrian connection to Riverview Terrace. It’s a critical part of the future active transport corridor between the Western Freeway Bikeway and The University of Queensland (UQ).

While we deliver on major bikeways, we remain steadfast on improving smaller suburban and urban links as well. Our newly formed active transport infrastructure fund has $30 million allocated this term for a variety of suburban projects. This means we can get on with completing missing links and enhancing the safety of the network where it matters most—closer to home. 

A number of local links are listed for investigation and construction in the financial year, including the Gateway Upgrade North at Weyers Road, Viola Place on the Moreton Bay Bikeway, and Norman Creek Bikeway Underpass in Coorparoo. Enabling active travel is much more than building bikeway links. This investment will mean more lighting, signage, safety facilities and bikeway parking. 

While this fund is in its first year, it has a number of projects associated with it, and the intent of this fund is to move from a project-driven approach towards a more network centric approach, where each part of the active transport network we build adds to the overall connectivity of the network. 

Speaking of cycling improvements, we are committed to safe and easy movement through the heart of the city, whether on bike or bus or foot. We’re investing $16.6 million over four years to make the Brisbane CBD more pedestrian and cyclist friendly. There’s no doubt that the character of our city centre is changing, with major inner city developments coming on line, and it’s time to harness the disruption being created by these projects and the COVID‑19 pandemic to lock in long-term behavioural change and encourage Brisbane residents to get on their bike.


Chair, creating a culture of active travel is one of the great tasks of our travel behaviour officers in Active School Travel (AST), and we continue to support that program with $2.8 million over this term. As well as getting school kids on their bike, so, too, when tourism picks up we’ll need to ensure that visitors to Brisbane have transport options, and we’ll continue to deliver CityCycle as a travel option for that. So, in 2019-20, there were 1,500 average trips per day on CityCycle, and there’s been more than 3.9 million trips since the scheme began. 

We also continue our investment in bus stop improvements, and we’re investing $16.7 million on this important work in this financial year—
Chair:
Councillor MURPHY, your time has expired. 

Are there any further speakers?


Councillor CASSIDY.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Thanks very much, Chair. I speak on Program 1, Transport for Brisbane. Program 1 should have been all about moving Brisbane, but we really are stuck in second gear here in this budget. We see from the papers and the scanned info provided by Councillor MURPHY in the information sessions that this program is more talk than action. The Metro, which is always talked about, has blown out by almost $300 million in this budget. Councillor MURPHY confirmed that the tunnel boring option instead of the cut and cover in Adelaide Street has only added about $25 million to that bill, so, Chair, the question is: where has all the money gone?


The LORD MAYOR accuses workers of seeking a fair pay deal. Surely that can’t account for the hundreds of millions of dollars extra that this is now going to cost. So, to date, no adequate explanation has been given to the people of Brisbane. This isn’t Monopoly, Chair; it’s not funny money. This is the hard-earned cash of hundreds of thousands of ratepayers, and they deserve to know the details of this project.


The LORD MAYOR is accountable to the people of Brisbane. It’s utterly wrong for him to slip off quietly after the election and thumb his nose at increasingly desperate attempts to get him to walk out of the doors of City Hall and provide an explanation on this cost blowout and on so many other things in this budget, Chair.


The Metro is a bit like CityCycle; we keep paying more but we keep getting less. The Metro is shrinking all the time, Chair. It started out being a grand subway system that would be transformative for Brisbane, apparently. Now it’s a short busway extension. CityCycle was supposed to be a cost-neutral exercise and provide a genuine alternative for people wanting to travel around our city. What we now know about CityCycle is that hardly anyone is riding it anymore; its escalating costs now are the difference between ongoing investment in suburban cycling infrastructure and missing links. What we’re getting is missing links. These bikes need to be converted to eBikes immediately, and the whole JCDecaux contract should be re-written so there is genuine benefit to the people of Brisbane. 


Chair, we have long said that a CBD separated cycle grid would be the shot in the arm that CityCycle needs, and we certainly hope it’s not too late for that to occur now. We’re glad that this Administration has followed our lead in implementing the pop-up CBD cycle grid and moves towards a more permanent solution there. 

The bus build, Chair, doesn’t fare any better than the poor old Metro. The Chair, Councillor MURPHY, has tried to allude to the fact that we’re going to get a new bus build contract, but the reality in these budget papers is pretty stark, I think. So, instead of costing more for less, like the Metro and CityCycle, what we’re getting in the bus build contract is actually less for less. There’s no expenditure for future bus build. So, even if there was a new contract coming down the line in the forward estimates, there wouldn’t be some budget allocation for this. 

The Chair was quite explicit that the LORD MAYOR didn’t make any commitments at the last election to continuing the bus build in any way. So, as far as we know, there may never be a bus built in Brisbane again after this year. There are just 55 buses being built this year—45 rigid and 10 articulated buses—but there are 78 being retired from the fleet. So, the unenviable trend under the LNP continues, Chair—less buses for our suburbs. 

Brisbane is now the second most congested city in Australia. We have an Administration that is making Metro up as it goes along. He’s failing to keep the bus fleet up to the levels required to cope with a growing city, and missing the mark on just about every aspect of active transport. Getting Brisbane moving again post-COVID-19 requires a comprehensive mobility plan that takes into account how our city moves and how we take the pressure off our roads through public transport, cycling and walking. 

 
But we know the state of Brisbane’s footpath network is pretty dire. There are 15,702 streets in Brisbane. Of those, just 9,448 have some form of sealed footpath on them. Of those 9,448 streets with a footpath on them, just 3,536 have a complete footpath. So, think about that statistic. There are 12,166 streets in Brisbane that either have incomplete or no footpaths at all—that’s over 77% of Brisbane remaining inaccessible by so many people. Chair, these are the forgotten suburbs of Brisbane.


As I said in my budget reply speech, the LORD MAYOR’s budget has really missed the mark on active transport. This should have been a budget delivering more for walking and cycling to capitalise on the surge in active transport and support real behaviour change, but instead this LNP Administration is just plodding along at the same speed.


When Labor proposed a mobility plan to get Brisbane moving as we emerged from the COVID-19 pandemic, this LNP LORD MAYOR scoffed at the idea, suggesting they didn’t need to accelerate active travel opportunities or priorities. We know people are taking more to cycling and walking to get around, and it is time for Council to step up and support this change. So, Labor put forward a mobility plan to get Brisbane moving post-COVID-19 with short, medium and long-term priorities, Chair.


In the short term, we need to see the fast-tracking of walkable neighbourhood projects with new footpaths, ramps, safer crossings, creating wider, safer spaces for walking immediately by implementing pop-up barriers and using pop-up barriers to create a CBD cycling grid, which is something the Administration has taken on board. 


In the medium term, bringing forward cycling projects to fix missing links, making our streets in the suburbs and the CBD safer for cycling and walking, and boosting funding to make sure damaged footpaths are fixed properly and swiftly. And, in the long term, setting a goal to make Brisbane suburbs the most walkable in Australia, and making our green bridges genuinely green with public transport options on them as well.


On green bridges, Chair, I am struck at just how similar this announcement was to the original Brisbane Metro and the subsequent walking back of that commitment. We were promised five green bridges by this new LORD MAYOR at the time; now we hear one of them is looking for a new home after Councillor ADERMANN knocked it off. 

We’ve heard a lot about the fast-tracking of two bridges, Breakfast Creek and Kangaroo Point, which collectively will cost around $300 million. However, this year there is just $22 million allocated to the project. When pushed on the funding arrangement, Councillor MURPHY said that the LORD MAYOR had never said Council would fund two-thirds of the project, that it was just fixed at $550 million as a contribution, except for the fact that the LORD MAYOR did say that Council’s contribution was two-thirds, and he is quoted in numerous media articles about that. 

So, given the cost of one of these bridges is $190 million on its own, there is a serious cost blowout coming on this project. Does that sound familiar to everyone here? Now, more than ever, Brisbane needs a budget to deliver more for active travel, but instead we have a budget which delivers cuts to active travel over the next three years, with capital spending down $268 million from last year’s projections. 

Labor believes that, with the right focus and strategic investment, Brisbane can be an active transport city. However, that won’t happen under this LORD MAYOR and his Administration, Chair. With less than four per cent of the $3.2 billion budget this year earmarked for active travel, you get an idea of how much a priority walking and cycling projects are for this Council. When you take the green bridges out, it’s closer to three per cent of the budget. 

In meetings with cycling stakeholders, one of the key messages from Bicycle Queensland and Space for Cycling is that there needs to be not only an increase in spending but a more strategic spend, and we couldn’t agree more. It’s a recurring theme, time and time again. The Administration invests in a couple of signature projects, while it fails to invest in the cycling and pedestrian infrastructure which fixes those missing links and provides real connectivity for active travel. The major bikeways projects is a case in point. It’s just one single project being funded. It should be called the one bikeway project item.

The Indooroopilly Bikeway is being funded over the next two years, which is already including a carryover, and then the funding dries up completely. While cycling groups welcome green bridges, it shouldn’t be at the expense of important walking and cycling infrastructure in the suburbs. 

Queensland’s peak motoring body, the RACQ, also recognises the need for further investment in better pedestrian and cycling infrastructure. With over 250,000 of their members identifying as cyclists and all of them as pedestrians at some point, the RACQ says they, too, back calls for better investment in new footpaths and cycling facilities. 

One of the real disappointments was funding for pedestrians in this budget, Chair. As Queensland Walks highlighted in our meetings, there is the real need to invest in properly fixing up broken footpaths and investing in new ones, especially in and around suburban hubs, like schools and shops. People have fallen back in love with their local neighbourhoods, and as they’re getting out and spending more time on foot or pedalling around their communities, they’re noticing the lack of footpaths and other infrastructure to make these—

Chair:
Councillor CASSIDY, your time has expired. 

Are there any further speakers? 

Councillor LANDERS.

Councillor LANDERS:
Point of order, Chair.

Chair:
Point of order.

ADJOURNMENT:

	743/2019-20
At that time, 12.29pm, it was resolved on the motion of Councillor Sandy LANDERS, seconded by Councillor Sarah HUTTON that the meeting adjourn for a period of one hour for lunch, to commence only when all Councillors had left the meeting.
Council stood adjourned at 12.30pm.


UPON RESUMPTION:
Chair:
Welcome back, Councillors. 

Are there any further speakers? 

Councillor MACKAY.

Councillor MACKAY:
Thank you, Chair. I rise to speak on Program 1, Transport for Brisbane. I'm very pleased to speak on a range of exciting initiatives within this program, from the magnificent Metro, to the green bridges, river transport, bikeways and schools, because this program is truly calling for the people of Brisbane, including a lovely community we have here in Walter Taylor. With regards to the Metro, as I highlighted in the last Council sittings, I can't wait for Brisbane Metro. The UQ campus in St Lucia is the second biggest traffic generator outside of the CBD, and Brisbane Metro will help alleviate that congestion.


The Route 66 currently operates every five minutes within peak periods and is the busiest route within our network. The Metro, through the M2, will operate 24 hours over the weekend and up to 20 hours on weekdays. Chair, in the peak periods, there will be a Metro turn up every three minutes. I applaud the Metro for what it will deliver for the people of Walter Taylor and for Brisbane. I applaud the 2,600 jobs that will be created by this project. 


A little on the green bridges, Chair. Team Schrinner is committed to getting the people of Brisbane home quicker and safer with more travel options. Key to this is the new green bridges program, because this budget commits $300 million to fast-tracking the green bridges program. The residents of Brisbane's west, in Walter Taylor Ward, will benefit from two fantastic new connections, the Toowong to West End green bridge and the St Lucia to West End green bridge. Both bridges will provide huge benefit to residents and visitors alike. 


The Toowong to West End green bridge will link more of the Brisbane community to the Toowong business area, including the rail and ferry services, as well as to existing walking and cycling networks. So, it's no surprise that approximately 60% of survey respondents last year indicated they would use the bridge either daily or weekly. The St Lucia to West End green bridge will make it easier for people to travel between the University of Queensland in St Lucia to West End, Highgate Hill and on to the CBD. It will also enhance the River Loop, an incredibly popular cycling and walking route, that goes some way through my area. 


I'd like to thank the LORD MAYOR for listening to the residents of Walter Taylor when they asked for the bridges not to cater for public transport and progressing these alignments just as they should be, as true eco-bridges. We've seen major investment in ferry terminals too, as part of Council's commitment to delivering Australia's most modern public transport. This budget has allocated $38.6 million to upgrade and build new ferry terminals all over the next term, and to ensure all terminals ideally are compliant by 2022. 


As the Chair has pointed out previously, more than 140 suburbs in Brisbane border our beautiful Brisbane River. I'm proud that this includes four within Walter Taylor Ward, being Fig Tree Pocket, Indooroopilly, St Lucia and Toowong. Council recently completed a fabulous upgrade of the Guyatt Park ferry terminal in St Lucia. It's made the terminal safer and easier for all passengers to use. I'm pleased to see this critical program continue across Brisbane. 


Chair, the Indooroopilly Riverwalk—Council will spend $58 million in the next two years on building a major bikeway including completing the Indooroopilly Riverwalk, which has broad support, including from bicycle user groups. I'm sure those same cycle advocates would be disappointed to hear Councillor CASSIDY talking down the current CityCycle scheme. Anyway, the Indooroopilly Riverwalk will provide a new active travel offering, bringing this part of the river to life and avoiding the dangerous corridor along Radnor Street, that we sometimes need to journey upon. 


The project includes a five-metre wide separated cyclist and pedestrian facility and a dedicated pedestrian connection to Riverview Terrace. The entire Indooroopilly Riverwalk is about 800 metres long and it's critical. It is a critical part of the future of active transport between the Western Freeway Bikeway and the University of Queensland. It will likely encourage more people to cycle instead of drive.


Chair, briefly, about the Safer Paths to School program. Through this budget, Council continues to provide opportunities for people of all ages to get involved in active travel, right across Brisbane—including in my ward of Walter Taylor. Brigidine College in Indooroopilly will benefit from footpath improvements through Council's Safer Paths to Schools program this year, ensuring teachers, students and the families can get to the school safer, on safe, connected pathways. That's a $57,000 investment, Chair, well worth it. 


Finally, I'd like to talk about Active School Travel. I'm incredibly proud of the work that Council does in encouraging active travel at a young age through the Active School Travel program. In my own ward, I'd like to congratulate Brisbane Montessori School for joining the 2020 Active School Travel program. Over the next three years, they, like all the schools involved in the Active School Travel program, will receive a range of free resources and tools to enable active travel to and from school. Ironside State School is now in its third and final year of the program. I look forward to supporting this wonderful school, to encourage more students to travel to school by active travel means. Thank you, Chair.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Thanks, Chair. I rise to speak on the Transport for Brisbane program. I do have to congratulate the Administration, because there's a lot of good stuff in here. I'm particularly pleased to see funding for the Kangaroo Point footbridge. I want to thank the Council Administration for prioritising that project and recognising how important that is, not just to The Gabba Ward, but to city connectivity as a whole. 


I do, of course, have the standard concern that I don't think there's been enough money invested in public and active transport across the city. I think it's a fairly well-established criticism in Brisbane now, that Brisbane City Council spends too much on projects that’s support and encourage car use and nowhere near enough on pedestrian connectivity, on safe bikeways and, of course, on better public transport services. 


But that does seem to be slowly changing and I want to acknowledge the Council officers inside the administration who are doing their bit to also shift that organisational culture. I'm optimistic that we'll see a bigger pivot in the future. I guess, one of my main disappointments remains though that when we're costing projects and when we're thinking about how we're going to deliver them, the costs tend to blow out dramatically, because we are unwilling to take away space from cars, or to de-prioritise car traffic. 


I'd learnt this with the Woolloongabba Bikeway project as an example. But I think the same applies to many of the future bikeway projects that will be delivered under this coming financial year budget, which is that if you're willing to take away street parking, or you're willing to take away a lane of general traffic, it is much cheaper and much easier to find a space for separated bike lanes, for wider footpaths, for shady street trees to make walking more pleasant, even for bus stops and dedicated bus lanes, et cetera. 


But if you're not willing to take away as much space from general traffic, these bike lane projects, these bus jump lanes, et cetera, become phenomenally more expensive. So, that's not necessarily a criticism of any of the particular projects within this budget program, but it's a criticism of the overall strategy that Council adopts. Because although it adopts the rhetoric of saying, oh, yes, we support public and active transport, we want to get more people out of cars, when push comes to shove, unfortunately this Administration is still too car-centric and too risk averse in its approach to project planning, resulting in a lot of missed opportunities. 


I don't want to ramble on about them now for too long, but I just want to give the Administration, and particularly the Council officers working within these programs, the confidence to be bold and to be a little bit more ambitious and to propose those ideas that a few years ago might not have seemed feasible, or might not have been likely to attract political support. But to continue to put them out there, because we need those bold ideas and we need a big pivot towards public and active transport. 


The way this program is structured at the moment, it doesn't actually represent a massive shift, or a big pivot. It's a step in the right direction. It's definitely an improvement. But it's not the big transition that our city so desperately needs. We’re still seeing rising traffic congestion, rising car-dependency, particularly coming out of the COVID-19 shutdown. There's obviously a big reluctance to get back on public transport. We're not going to be able to address those problems unless we significantly shift the way we spend money, particularly in this Program. 


In the lead-up to the last Council election, The Greens were proposing a number of initiatives that would have dramatically improved public and active transport. In particular, we were calling for a massive increase in spending on pedestrian crossings. That's a fairly elementary and straight-forward proposal. It would have been nice to see more money allocated specifically towards dedicated pedestrian crossings in the Council budget. This is something I hear time and again from not just residents in my own electorate, but residents across the city, who feel frustrated that Council spends hundreds of millions of dollars on big infrastructure projects. 


There are projects in this budget like the Metro and the Kangaroo Point bridge, which are really good projects, but we spend so much money on those major infrastructure projects, while the local school community that needs a new pedestrian crossing, or the dangerous old zebra crossing that needs upgrading to a signalised crossing, those projects miss out. So, I think there's still a significant mismatch in funding, in terms of priorities. Certainly, the Greens would argue that we should highly localised active transport projects, like—

Councillor MACKAY:
Point of order, Chair. 

Chair:
Point of order to you, Councillor MACKAY.

Councillor MACKAY:
Chair, I raise a point of relevancy. Pedestrian crossings are actually in Program 2, not in this Program—

Chair:
Thank you. Hang on. 

Look, I'm going to allow it, because I see on page 19, Active Transport Infrastructure, I would deem to include pedestrian elements. 

Councillor, SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Thanks, Chair. I do think there's a really close overlap between Program 1 and Program 2 in the budget. As I've said before, one of the big mistakes this Council Administration makes, is to silo these different elements of transport, infrastructure and service provision and to see them as separate, when actually the two programs are very closely linked and clearly influence one another. So, when I say that we should be funding more pedestrian crossings as part of Program 1, I mean that. Because, unfortunately, we still see those intersection upgrades and those crossings as primary road-related infrastructure. But really, they're about pedestrian infrastructure. 


Maybe there's a case for more of those projects to be brought in under Program 1 directly. My broader comment stands, which is that, in general, there's a lack of attention given to local pedestrian access projects and perhaps still too much emphasis on some of those big, flashy, major infrastructure projects. Obviously, I'm of the view that there's enough money to pay for all of it and that we don't have to choose between the Kangaroo Point footbridge and a hundred small pedestrian crossings. 


We actually have enough money for both, if we are willing to make developers pay their fair share towards the cost of infrastructure, if we are willing to explore those other revenue streams, which I'll talk about in the debate on other budget programs. So, I'm not saying that we should have to choose between the big projects and the little projects. I'm saying we should be doing all of them. But in particular, it does seem like there's still a pattern of failing to pick up on the potential of some of those local projects, to really improve connectivity, to fix up those last mile issues. 


I know a lot of cycling groups are really excited about the Indooroopilly Bikeway and I'm generally supportive of the project. But again, I do question whether that is the best possible use of $40 million and whether there might have been other ways to spend that money that would have had a higher kind of cost benefit, or better return on investment, in terms of improving active transport, safety and convenience. 


Another issue that the Greens were pushing in the election and which I hope the Council will continue to be mindful of going forward, is the possibility of making off-peak transport free for everyone. I acknowledge that transport fares are primarily controlled by the State Government. But we now have a very clear precedent where this Council is cross—is subsidising transport fares for seniors and has provided free off-peak transport for seniors. I don't begrudge that for a second. That's something the Greens were calling far. We were pleased when other parties started to pick up on the idea. It's good to see that program continue.


But it would seem obvious to me that increasing that program, broadening its scope to apply to all off-peak travel, would yield a range of dramatic benefits. Right now, we're really struggling to attract patrons back on to the bus network. The pandemic concerns have understandably led to a bit of a drop in public transport usage. We really do need a big, bold change to draw people back on to the buses. I think free off-peak transport could be that change. 


It would ensure that more people start using the bus to get to the shops, or to local services and schools. It would mean that when people are planning their night out on a weekend, they're not worried about the costs of getting home and will choose to ride the bus home, instead of an expensive taxi, or Uber. The flow-on benefits are dramatic. Frankly, the loss in potential ticket revenue is going to be a lot lower now that it would have been pre‑shutdown. It's not going to cost Council anywhere near as much to make public transport free off-peak. 


The Greens' proposal was that Council would cross-subsidise, or trial this for a year or two, and if it proves successful and led to an increase in commuter patronage, that we would then start talking to the State Government about making that an ongoing project. I still think there's a case for that. It's a shame that in this budget we haven't been particularly ambitious and have made no meaningful improvements to public transport affordability, despite the fact that so many people are now unemployed, or underemployed, and are really going to be struggling to afford transport costs. 


Now is the perfect time to be providing free and cheap transport options, so that people who maybe can't afford to operate their car anymore, or who need to get around but are constrained financially, have those alternative options. I'm also a bit disappointed to see no funding for the West End CityCat terminal in this Council budget. I acknowledge comments from the Chair previously that there's a range of priorities competing for transport funding across the city and that compared to some suburbs, West End's—

Chair:
Councillor SRI, your time has expired. 

Further speakers?

Councillor OWEN.

Councillor OWEN:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I, too, would like to speak to Program 1 today; Transport for Brisbane. Particularly, I am very pleased, as Deputy Chair of the Public and Active Transport portfolio, to recognise the hard work of all of our Council officers and Council's ongoing commitment to public and active transport across our city. This budget, with $120 million which has been targeted towards active transport initiatives, clearly reflects Council's commitment to providing the people of Brisbane with more travel options. I do commend the hard work of the Transport Planning and Operations officers who are currently reviewing Brisbane's bikeway overlay to ensure that it continues to meet the specific needs of our communities. 


Now, I know that these officers are undertaking a meticulous review of the secondary bicycle network and are looking at options for connections to suburban destinations. I do say to all Councillors, please support this important work and do provide your input into this plan. Because, as local Councillors, we have insights into our very specific local areas and the nuances that are around our suburbs. This is the information that the officers need, to make sure that the decisions that are made come out as best as possible. 


Now, active transport, as we all know, does cover cycling, walking, skateboarding, scooters and personal mobility devices. This is really important, because you often see, in many respects, older residents in our communities on the motorised scooters, as well as the e‑Scooters—well, they don't get on the e-Scooters, but younger people are on the e‑Scooters—but they also have a lot of personal mobility devices to help them get around. So, we need to make sure that all generations within our community have the opportunity to engage in active transport where possible. 


So, as part of the review, Council is taking into consideration the increase in e‑Scooter usage and how this will influence active travel across the city, especially when it comes to that last-mile connectivity. I do note that despite the objections from the Australian Labor Party, who did not support the seven kilometres of new and improved pedestrian and cycle paths which are being delivered as part of the Kingsford Smith Drive project, when you actually compare that to the statistics for the Lores Bonney Riverwalk, that just shows how popular this active transport connection is. 


So, from when it opened, which was in December 2018, the 1.2-kilometre Lores Bonney Riverwalk, to the end of last month, nearly 300,000 pedestrians have walked that section of riverwalk. Also, it's been utilised by more than 175,000 cyclists. So, on average, this means that each day, there are over 1,600 pedestrians and nearly 1,000 cyclists using this riverwalk. So, that is a massive show of support for Council's investment in active transport for one of the city's key gateways. 


It's just an absolute pity that the Australian Labor Party failed to support active transport for one of Brisbane's busiest corridors, that carries up to 70,000 vehicles each day, with around 10%, or about 7,000 of those being heavy vehicles, on a weekday. So, throughout this budget, Council is also continuing to support our younger members of our community and particularly engaging young students to get involved in the Active School Travel program, right across Brisbane.


Now, I am pleased to say that 100% of schools in my ward have engaged in the Active School Travel program over the years. Some schools have come back, through the Legacy program and they are on their second turn, which is really important to remember that when we do have a full cycle of children going through the primary school system, there is a need to reinvest our programs back into the school community, to ensure that when we have updates and new ideas and new methodologies, that they are incorporated.


It isn't—with Active School Travel—about bringing things into the school environment that perhaps a lot a students hadn't thought about. It's about engaging with the young people and making sure that they understand the options that are available to them. I know that certainly through the Safer Routes to School that a number of my schools have also benefited in years past and are likely to benefit in years future. Currently in this year's budget, there will be options for Stretton State College to benefit from the Safer Routes to School. 


As far as the Active School Travel program, as well, I really would just like to put on the record my thanks for all the teachers and parents who have engaged with the Council officers to make the Active School Travel program a success. So, particularly Wisdom College and St Stephen’s School, that are in the 2020 Active School Travel program. Also, Stretton College and the Islamic College of Brisbane that were in the program in 2019. They have been very, very focused on trying to improve road safety and the actual learning for young children about travelling actively to school.


Can I say that where we had a lot of car park issues with one of those schools, they have been reducing and there is new methodology that that school is looking at, to try to minimise the actual traffic that's going in and out of schools. So, for all of us, as Councillors across the city, it is important that we do get behind particularly the Safer Routes to Schools and the Active School Travel programs and also promote the active transport options through the many different facets that the Council officers are working on, to ensure that we reduce the number of cars on the roads and we make sure that our roads are as safe as possible for our residents. Thank you.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor CUMMING.

Councillor CUMMING:
Yes. Thanks, Mr Chair. Mr Chair, the Brisbane City Council needs a public transport champion. That's someone who encourages the general public to catch public transport. Someone who regularly advocates the benefits of public transport and reducing traffic congestion and air pollution. Someone who ties in concerns about global warming with how you travel to work. That does not occur at present. This Administration talks about services being available and claims services will be improved, but there's no one, no follow-up on encouraging the public to catch buses or trains to work. 


The Administration needs to be careful with its claims that the Metro will allow buses to be diverted to other services across the city. For a start, I don't believe that Council will be paying for any extra services. So, they're assuming that the State Government will pay for everything. The State already gives an enormous subsidy to bus and train services across the State. I believe it is quite rude for the Brisbane City Council LNP Administration to be promising new services on behalf of another level of government. 


Also, in relation to the inner-city cycle bridges, it's interesting, I heard Councillor MACKAY say they're not green bridges. I agree with him. They're not green bridges, he said they're echo-bridges. So, well, that's interesting. I wonder if that's Administration policy. I believe the expense of inner-city cycle bridges proposed by the Administration are a poor use of funds—
Councillor MACKAY:
Point of order, Chair.

Chair:
Point of order to you, Councillor MACKAY.

Councillor MACKAY:
I certainly did not call them echo-bridges, Chair.

Chair:
No, you need a point of order. 

So, you have to claim to be misrepresented and we come back to you at the end, all right.

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor MACKAY:
Claim to be misrepresented, Chair.

Chair:
Okay. 

Councillor CUMMING.

Councillor CUMMING:
The transcript will show, the transcript will show. A fair dinkum green bridge is one which allows buses, like the original Labor-inspired green bridge from Dutton Park to The University of Queensland. This bridge massively increased the use of public transport to get to UQ and reduced travel time from areas like Wynnum Manly by half an hour each way. The new bridges proposed will provide, in my view, new training routes for cyclists, inner city resident cyclists, on their bikes. However, I don't believe that it will create a great deal of change in terms of commuters, people riding their bikes to work. I'll be interested to see how many extra people ride their bikes to work, once these very expensive bridges are built.


The other thing that I wanted to mention was in relation to footpaths and the fact that there are so few streets, relatively speaking, in Brisbane that have footpaths. Well, it's a breakdown of the infrastructure requirements required of developers when they build new estates. For many years, the Council has simply not required—you'd think if you're building a new estate, you have to put a concrete footpath up and down every street in that estate, do it while the development's being done—no, that's not a requirement. 


In fact, there's only a requirement to put concrete footpaths along major roads like district access roads. If there's a district access road out of the front of the estate, then there'll be a requirement to have a footpath there. So, we've got a big backlog, because of that deficiency in our requirements of infrastructure, which has existed for many years. Also, we cannot talk about a city that has equitable access for all of its citizens, young, old and various abilities, without addressing one of the most limiting factors and that's our ability to move safely in our suburbs.


Another issue of access and equity is the Bus Stop Accessibility program. The Councillors who went to the information session said that, after the funding ends next year, there will be 600 stops that remain inaccessible and Council will seek exemptions under the Disability Discrimination Act. That's a familiar tale with this Council. First CityCats, now bus stops. At least this Administration is consistent, Chair, consistently coming up short in this budget, program by program. Thank you for your time.

Chair:
Further speakers. 

Councillor HUANG.

Councillor HUANG: 
Thank you, Mr Chair. I enter to speak on Program 1 of the 2020-21 budget on Transport for Brisbane. I'm very pleased to speak on Brisbane Metro and of the extensive planning that is currently being done for our active transport network. Mr Chair, MacGregor Ward is proud to be home to the depot that will house our electric vehicle fleet for our turn-up-and-go Brisbane Metro. This depot in Rochedale will be home to our world-class fleet of electric vehicles and the early works that are happening right now are an important milestone for this game‑changing project.


The Metro depot will be built on School Road, next to the South East Busway and is in the location where we're able to extend, if needed, in the future. The depot at Rochedale will include modern flash-charging infrastructure. We are advised that a Metro vehicle will be able to recharge in less than six minutes, as well as vehicle storage, overnight charging facilities, maintenance and staff facilities and also on-site parking. 


Early works are already underway across a 10-hectare site, readying the site for construction. In March last year, Council achieved another milestone with the acquisition of four private properties at 71-95 School Road, then in June, to cater for the future expansion and enable more extensive maintenance activities at the Metro depot, Council issued notices of intention to resume, to acquire an additional four private properties. 


In November last year, that acquisition of additional properties was endorsed by full Council. Then the next month, December 2019, Council took possession of four more properties at 71-95 School Road, in preparation for the early works. In April this year, I'm pleased to say, that the local community and I were updated that Council was starting the early works at 41 School Road. Those early works are continuing. I look forward to the next milestone being achieved, which is the tender for the Metro depot design and construction to be awarded. 


In addition to Metro depot, MacGregor Ward also have two Metro stops in Upper Mount Gravatt, that is Garden City and also Eight Mile Plains. These two stations are located at the junction of Gateway, South East Freeway, Kessels Road, Mt Gravatt-Capalaba Road and Logan Road. The area has been identified as one of Brisbane's global precincts, with strong potential for employment, business, education, technology, and investment opportunities.


With Brisbane Metro having the depot and two stations located in this precinct, the Metro will benefit from the precinct and the precinct will benefit from the Metro. Brisbane Metro will set a new standard for public transport, for not just our city and the State, but also for Australia, as well. This project is an absolute game‑changer for this city. With peak services running every three minutes, we are giving residents more travel options, all while using clean and green energy to future-proof our beautiful city, as well as creating 2,600 jobs. 


Of course, Brisbane Metro is a significant investment in our city's public transport, but I was also very pleased to see that this budget includes significant funding to plan and design the active transport network, which was $738,000. Team Schrinner knows that improving transports options means more than roads and buses. It requires careful planning for the long-term changes in our city. Through thoughtful planning, Council will provide safe and interconnected network of bikeways and shared pathways, as well as important infrastructure, such as lighting and signage. 


This includes developing Brisbane's micro-mobility strategy, so that, going forward, we continue to build e-mobility and active transport into the fabric of our city. This will go hand in hand with Brisbane Metro, especially when it comes to last-mile connectivity and linking transport options in the suburbs. Through this budget, Council continues to provide opportunities for people to get involved in active travel right across Brisbane, including in my ward. 


I'm incredibly proud of the work that Council does in encouraging active travel at a young age through the Active School Travel program. The Active School Travel program is the program I enjoy the most as a local Councillor. This behavioural‑changing program not only encourages a more active and healthier way for younger students to travel to and from school, but it also gives the parents the chance to spend more time with their children when they walk them to school and at the same time teach their kids how to cross the street safely, which is a skill that is often overlooked these days. 


I'm happy to see both Wishart State School and Redeemer Lutheran College in my ward, they both joined the 2020 Active School Travel program. These two schools represent two distinct challenges in planning and promoting active means of travelling to school. I look forward to cheering them on over the next three years of the program. Mr Chair, this is all part of Team Schrinner's commitment to have a healthier, accessible and sustainable city. I'm very proud to be a part of this commitment and that the important work being undertaken in Program 1. I commend the program to the Chamber.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes. Thank you, Mr Chairman. I rise to speak on Program 1, Transport for Brisbane. I'd like to start with service 1.2.5.1, the Brisbane Metro. Look, I've been a vocal critic of this project for some years now, largely because, in my view, the way in which this major project is being delivered, was conceived—is being planned and delivered, I should say—is providing just shocking outcomes for our city. Over the four years since this project's been announced, it has radically changed from an underground rail system, to the latest version in the last few weeks of buses on the street. 


Over the past four years, this Council has spent millions and millions of dollars, a lot of it wasted, because it failed to properly scope this project from the very beginning. What we found out in the information sessions, and what is in the budget going forward, is that another $1.2 billion will be spent on the Metro over the next four years. The total project cost, from what I heard Councillor MURPHY say, is now $1.44 billion. That's a 50% increase in the cost of the project. We are getting less infrastructure for that money—

Councillor MURPHY:
Point of order, Chair.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Something is terribly—

Chair:
Point of order to you, Councillor MURPHY.

Councillor MURPHY:
Claim to be misrepresented.

Chair:
Noted. 

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Something is terribly wrong when Council is spending nearly $500 million more on a project but delivering actually less in terms of the infrastructure solutions that are needed. The victim in this was probably the most important part of the infrastructure that was related to the Metro, which is to resolve the conflict with buses at Melbourne Street, with the current portal and the new underground station at South Brisbane. All of that has been scrapped. 


Now, the LORD MAYOR went out there a few weeks ago and tried to say it was delayed. But in the Council's own documents about this, it's clearly been scrapped, it is not part of this project. Now, I understand, this project every second week seems to change scope, so who knows what might happen next week. But as of this week, the Metro does not include any tunnel or underground solution on the southside of Brisbane.


They have changed from a cut-and-cover tunnel in Adelaide Street to a TBM (tunnel boring machine) tunnel to join North Quay to King George Square. I wonder why that's happening and I'm not going to speculate. But I imagine some of the major contractors who may have made long-term planning decisions about how they were going to deliver the tunnels, may have made investments to deliver particular outcomes which Council has cancelled, which has required Council to change the scope of their project. 


The Metro is just—it's a botched project. It's just botched. I do not believe for a minute that I'm going to get better bus services out in the suburbs. It is clear in the Brisbane Metro case study that went out for consultation, that the Council plans to cut 125 bus services, or truncate them. So, there will be a lot of residents who are going to have to go into the South Brisbane change, negotiate bus chaos on the street, as it is now, and get on to a Metro service to get into town. Then, depending on where they're going in town, they're not going to the streets that they were going to before. 


So, there's going to be a huge amount of disruption. Council hasn't come clean on which buses are going to be truncated. I am extremely concerned about the local services in my area that elderly people rely on. I do not want to see worse services for them. Every bus promise that's ever been made in my ward has had adverse outcomes for my residents. 


I remember—and Councillor MURPHY will have no idea—I remember Councillor Quirk and Campbell Newman going to the public meeting in Sherwood, on the Sherwood bus depot, and standing up and saying in front of all those people out there, back in 2009 I think that might have been, that Sherwood would get better bus services out of the bus depot. Since that time, they've cut the 101, they've cut the 102 and they have reduced the frequency of the 104. No bus services have got better, they've got worse. So, this Administration has a terrible track record when it comes to bus services in my area. 


I flag I've got an amendment to the budget coming, but there are a couple of other quick things I want to say about this. Firstly, Active School Travel. It is a brilliant program. We welcomed a new team member during the year and she's had—the poor girl's had a—or young women has had a pretty tough start, I think—

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON, can I just stop you very quickly before you get into the meat of your point. 

If you're going to produce an amendment, can we go through the ordinary channels, where it will be distributed electronically by the CCLO (Council and Committee Liaison Office)? 

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes.

Chair:
So, if you've got it in writing, we can do that in advance. 

Please continue.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes. When I move it, I will certainly pass it on. I just wanted to say that I just want to welcome her to the team. I thank Lea Gamble very much for her service. In the time that I've been here for 12 years, she did an extraordinary job, together with Stacey and Micheline and everybody who's helped out in that team over the years. I know that Lea's gone on to Queensland Walks project for the State Government and I wish her well and thank her for all of her hard work over the 12 years I've been here. I have a wonderful group of schools who do active school travel. I'm inheriting another one, which is Oxley State School. I still lost Junction Park, but that's going into Moorooka Ward and Councillor GRIFFITHS will see that. 


Green bridges, I agree, I think it was Councillor CUMMING, this is starting out the same way as the Metro. It certainly looks like it's started as one thing and it's gradually being changed into something else. I had an interesting discussion with my community about whether or not we bid for the spare green bridge in my area. That's something that I'll be talking to my community about. 


The one major bikeway project for the whole budget—one—is the Indooroopilly Riverwalk. In my view it's still not right from a design point of view. It's just astonishing to see $60 million going into one project that will have a staircase for people who are coming across the Walter Taylor Bridge to access the new bikeway. So, that's just very disappointing.


I would just also briefly flag the lack of investment in footpaths. Finally, Council is going to fix Equity Street, that's been a six or seven-year battle to have that footpath out in Fairfield, near my ward office, fixed. It's in a shocking state. I do thank Councillor MARX for coming to have a look at it. It's the first place that I took her. It should not have taken this long to fix it. It leads to a train station, main roads, shopping centres and, really, we should have done better. 


But where we are doing badly, as is the case, is on footpaths. So, I flag and I'm sending it through as we speak, I have the following amendment to the budget that I would like to move. Now I've sent it, it's disappeared off my screen. I'm just going to pull it back up. 

MOTION FOR AMENDMENT TO PROGRAM 1 TRANSPORT FOR BRISBANE:
	744/2019-20
It was moved by Councillor Nicole JOHNSTON, seconded by Councillor Steve GRIFFITHS, that Program 1 Transport for Brisbane be amended as follows:

That Council redirects $380,000 in marketing expense for the Brisbane Metro from programme 1.2.5.1 to fund the renewal of footpaths through Annerley Junction along Ipswich Rd, Annerley in programme 1.1.3.1.


Chair:
Now, to the amendment. 
Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, thank you, Mr Chairman. Look, I think this is pretty straight forward. During the budget information session, I did ask Councillor MURPHY about the marketing spend on the Metro. He very helpfully replied today and told us that it was $432,000 last year, and $380,000 this year. In the previous two years, I presume, there's some spend as well. So, from what I understand, this Council has spent $1 million on marketing on the Brisbane Metro in the last few years. That is excessive. 


That marketing includes TV advertising, it includes radio advertising, it includes paid ads in the newspapers, both digital and hard copy. It includes flyers out to the far southern suburbs of Brisbane, nowhere near the Metro, or the far western suburbs, nowhere near the Metro. It is excessive. It is completely excessive—
Councillor interjecting.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, well, thank you, Councillor CUMMING, I'll take that interjection, they did get the election result. But the problem is, that what they are saying about the Metro is not going to be borne out in the reality in the Metro, if and when in 2024‑25 it actually is delivered. It's just not going to do what they told the people of Brisbane it was going to do. Every single bit of marketing they do still tries to imply somehow that it is this brand-new metro system, you can't see a wheel on a bus anywhere. It is just so disappointing to see $1 million dollars and $380 million in this coming year of ratepayers' funds, being directed to marketing.


This project is an absolute triumph of spin over substance. They're selling something that they have botched for four years, that they're still trying to fix as they go along. I just don't think that that is the right use of ratepayers' funds. So, last year, in the Council budget, Council announced $488,000 dollars for footpath renewal through Annerley Junction, which is a massively neglected suburb, number 1. The Junction Shopping Centre itself functions as a high street on an arterial road and it has terrible footpaths. 


So, very clearly, in the information sessions last year and in all the briefings to me and to the businesses, Council did promise to do the eastern side of Ipswich Road, between Waldheim Street and just north of Ekibin Road. So, that's the eastern edge of the shops through Annerley Junction. Now, it only did half of that. In answers to the Questions on Notice, it just shows that Council botched this project, either by substantially underestimating the actual cost of the project that they publicly promised, or they just botched the delivery of it. I don't know which one it is. But it is one of the two, because it was very clearly promised it would go all the way along the eastern edge. 

Trust me, I was very specific about asking about all of this, to find out there was none on my side of the road. Now, Annerley residents are on foot through this precinct, including Junction Park State School children. In my view, investing the marketing money for the Brisbane Metro, which seriously annoys Brisbane residents enormously, would be much better used by investing in completing the footpath project on Ipswich Road and certainly starting on the western side in Tennyson Ward as well. 


Residents in Annerley are huge supporters of public and active transport. We want to see safer footpaths and safer routes to schools, local shops and to the major bus stops and train stations that are very close by in this area. So, I urge all Councillors to support the redirection of this funding into footpath construction. I thank Councillor CASSIDY for putting the footpath nightmare, I guess it is, into stark reality for people, 70% of Brisbane streets don't have a footpath. I mean, that's an extraordinary statistic. 


I know in my area I've got more than 25 footpaths waiting to be built. They'll be millions of dollars. They're just the ones we've surveyed and residents have said yes to. It's just not enough. We need to do more to make it safer for active travel around our neighbourhoods. This is a small way we can do that. It would benefit two wards, that would be mine, Tennyson Ward, and Moorooka Ward, as Ipswich Road is now the boundary between the two wards. 


Council promised this last year. The LORD MAYOR has just failed to deliver it. So, I really think that Council could better use this money by investing it in a neighbourhood that's been neglected by Council for a long time. That would provide really positive active travel benefits to the Annerley community. I encourage all Councillors to support the amendment. 

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor GRIFFITHS. 

Councillor GRIFFITHS, you there?

There you go. You with us there?

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
Yes, I'm on. You've got me now?

Chair:
Yes.

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
Yes, sorry. I agree with Councillor JOHNSTON with this particular motion and happy to work with her on this, on what she's put forward here today. Annerley Junction has come into my ward. It was previously in an LNP ward. A commitment had been given by an LNP Councillor that the eastern side of Ipswich Road at Annerley would be fully reconstructed. This is through the Annerley Shopping Centre. Unfortunately, as Councillor JOHNSTON has said, this was only half done. Residents have been approaching me and asking me what's been going on.


When I get the opportunity to explain to them what's going on, they just think it's a joke that this Administration can treat them so disdainfully, that while there's an LNP Councillor there, they'll fund construction of the footpaths, but then quickly skip that funding when there's a change in boundary. This is an opportunity for this LNP Administration to correct what has happened at Annerley and to actually put some money into a suburban shopping centre, local business, which I've been hearing ad nauseum today, about how the LNP loves local business. Well, here's your opportunity to actually show how Council can do something constructive for local business. 


We need this repaired. These footpaths are in a poor state. They've been ignored for a long time. I know Councillor JOHNSTON has been fighting for a long time to get more resources into this area. This motion gives the LNP an opportunity to rectify this situation, so that we can move on and fix up the Annerley precinct. I look forward to seeing how the LNP will vote. 

Chair:
Further speakers? 

I see no further speakers. 

Councillor JOHNSTON. 

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Well, thank you, Councillor GRIFFITHS, for your support. I look forward to working with you on trying to improve things through Annerley Junction for our mutual residents in that area. It's just a shame, isn't it, that the LNP, they had the seat for a term and now, I mean, the former local Councillor couldn’t even be bothered to speak to this issue and explain why she failed to deliver the project she promised last year. She’s now a Chair of Council so I think that there is a problem in the way in which the LNP has gone about this.

The losers in all of this are the Annerley small businesses, as Councillor GRIFFITHS points out. These are businesses that have been doing it tough, but the LNP claims they support but it doesn’t seem that they do in this case. 

It is extremely disappointing that the Chair isn’t going to speak to this issue either. Presumably, he supports marketing over delivery of infrastructure in this case, which I think is a very poor decision. So, I’m very disappointed that the LNP aren’t even prepared to debate this motion. Aren’t prepared to explain why, presumably, they’re about to vote against it.

It’s not a good look when you’re not prepared to stand behind your decisions and certainly, boundaries keep changing, and I pity the next LNP Councillor that comes along through Annerley because they’re now being found out as promising something and failing to deliver it. 

So last ditch plea—let’s cut the marketing spend on the Brisbane Metro for a year. Just one year. Let’s save the ratepayers a lot of heartache by having to listen to more jingles, ads, flyers. Let’s spend it on something practical and let’s help Annerley Junction.

Chair:
I will now put the amendment. 

The Chair put the motion for the amendment to Program 1 Transport For Brisbane to the Chamber resulting in it being declared lost on the voices.

Thereupon, Councillors Nicole JOHNSTON and Steve GRIFFITHS immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared lost.
The voting was as follows:

AYES: 7 -
The Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Jared CASSIDY, and Councillors Kara COOK, Peter CUMMING, Steve GRIFFITHS, Charles STRUNK, Jonathan SRI and Nicole JOHNSTON.

NOES: 19 -
The DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, and Councillors Greg ADERMANN, Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Tracy DAVIS, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, Sarah HUTTON, Sandy LANDERS, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, Peter MATIC, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Angela OWEN, Steven TOOMEY and Andrew WINES.

Chair:
We will now return to the substantive debate. 

Are there any further speakers?

Councillor MURPHY:
Misrepresentation.

Chair:
Excuse me, misrepresentation to you, Councillor MURPHY.

Councillor MURPHY:
Thanks, Chair. Councillor JOHNSTON claimed that I said the Metro budget had increased to $1.44 billion. I actually said it increased to $1.244 billion including what’s been spent to date.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor ADERMANN.

Councillor ADERMANN:
Thank you, Mr Chair. It’s my pleasure to speak to Program 1, Transport for Brisbane and, in particular, a number of initiatives that relate to my ward of Pullenvale, including bus services and PPT, the Active Schools and Safe Paths to School programs—

Councillor interjecting.
Councillor ADERMANN:
—and the green bridges program. Let me start with the latter and congratulate LORD MAYOR, Adrian SCHRINNER, for listening to the views of my community and making what was the right decision in regard to the Bellbowrie to Wacol green bridge. 


In doing so, he has demonstrated responsible economic management by ensuring valuable funds won’t be spent on a project that a clear majority of my residents didn’t want. 


I get that it must have been a difficult decision for him, given the significance of the green bridges initiative as part of his broader vision for a cleaner, greener Brisbane, which I do whole heartedly support. But as Councillor MACKAY correctly stated, the green bridges in the other four locations have been widely supported in their respective communities and rightly so and will be wonderful and well utilised additions to the city landscape.


But in my ward, the situation and circumstances were totally different. Upon my election as the Pullenvale Ward Councillor in April, the LORD MAYOR and I had a discussion about the proposed Bellbowrie green bridge. I told him, based on feedback I was receiving, that the community didn’t want it. 

So, my first task as the new Councillor was to conduct a second round of public consultation before a final decision was made about this bridge. The LORD MAYOR assured me community feedback would be very much taken into account before making this decision and that was proven to be the case.

For the record, the results of the second round of consultation were even more conclusive than the first, which was undertaken last year.

I conducted targeted consultation in those areas within the ward most likely impacted, or which had a vested interest or was most likely to use the bridge. That included the suburbs of Bellbowrie, Moggill, Anstead and Pinjarra Hills but that didn’t mean that people from other parts of the ward couldn’t voice their opinion.

I encouraged as many locals as possible to have their say. In all, we received 1,301 responses. More than two-and-half times the number in the first round of consultation, which gave us a strong sample and an even more definite outcome.

In summary, the results were 80% were opposed to the green bridge, which obviously it was only 20% in favour. Sixty-one per cent said they would never use a green bridge and only 22% said very occasionally. Of the 1,037 no responses, 38% wanted a car bridge instead, while a further 31% wanted Moggill Road improved.

Through you, Mr Chair, Councillor CASSIDY gives me more credit than I deserve for quote, ‘knocking off this green bridge’. My community spoke, I represented on their behalf, and this Administration responded. It’s as simple as that.

But the message I do get loud and clear was, while they were opposed to a green bridge, there is still a strong underlying support for a bridge that takes all vehicles. A number of respondents didn’t understand or accept that Council’s green bridge program was never intended to take vehicles. It was always about connecting Bellbowrie and Moggill residents to walking and cycling options and public transport services on the eastern side of the river.

I will work closely with my Federal and State representatives in advocating for Council‑supported projects that can be part of the long-term solution to get residents home quicker and safer with more choices when it comes to travel.

Mr Chair, in relation to Personalised Public Transport, page 23, Service 1.2.2.2, upon my election, I requested an update on the western Pullenvale Ward suburb’s community consultation that was undertaken between August and November last year. The intent of this engagement was to gauge how public transport services are being experienced by residents in the ward and was similar to the one undertaken the year before with the Centenary community consultation.

Currently, there are two bus services that service this part of my ward, the P443, the Moggill to City prepaid rocket, and the 444, Moggill to City BUZ. There is also a Personalised Public Transport service that operates between Karana Downs and Bellbowrie. This is a hail and ride loop service that Council provides to help fill those missing links in the network and helps connect residents to their local transport hubs, like for example, the Bellbowrie Shopping Centre.

This service operates where traditional and conventional services by TransLink are limited. The overwhelming feedback I get from my residents in relation to public transport is about the lack of access to services in the ward. A lot of parts are low density and rural due to, in part, sitting outside the State Government’s urban footprint, which means there is a high car ownership.

I have indicated to Council officers, my willingness to take trips on all of the public transport services within my ward to better understand the situation and identify potential deficiencies. But for now, I am keen to understand the next steps from the western Pullenvale transport community engagement and going back to the community with the outcomes of the engagement and to see if PPT can be delivered as part of this budget.

Mr Chair, in relation to Safer Paths to School. Through this budget, Council continues to support everyone getting involved in active travel right across Bellbowrie, including my ward. I’m pleased in particular that Moggill State School will benefit from a $136,000 investment in footpath improvements through Council’s Safer Paths to Schools program this year, supporting teachers, students and families to get to school on safe and connected pathways and leave the car at home. 

On bikeways reconstruction, this budget sees $30 million towards suburban bikeway links including reconstruction. This will go a long way to improving our bikeways close to home, including in my ward and particularly at Kenmore. 

I have been liaising with Chris Cox from the West Brisbane Bicycle Users Group (BUG) on potential solutions for cyclists locally. Councillors might recall accidents on Moggill Road in recent years where cyclists, unfortunately, have lost their lives. Chris and BUG have some innovative ideas around this, and I know my colleague, Councillor MURPHY is keen to hear from them.

In conclusion, Mr Chair, it is my pleasure to serve on the Public and Active Transport Committee and I commend Councillor MURPHY for the enthusiasm and passion he brings to the Committee as the Chair. Thank you.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor COOK?

Councillor COOK:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I’ll be speaking briefly on Program 1, Transport for Brisbane. Mr Chair, Councillor CASSIDY has already very comprehensively summed up Labor’s position when it comes to this program area, so I won’t revisit those. What I do want to speak about briefly is the Green Bridges Program, specifically, Council’s search for a new location following the dropping—I’ll use that word, of the Bellbowrie green bridge.


I wanted to put on the record that I do support a feasibility study and community consultation being undertaken for a potential green bridge location east of the Story Bridge.


During the information sessions, I did ask Councillor MURPHY how Council would determine the new bridge location. Councillor MURPHY advised that Council officers were currently undertaking a review of other possible crossing locations throughout the city.


He did invite me to nominate specific sites in my area, but Mr Chair, I am certainly no engineer and I am sure Councillor MURPHY is aware that a bridge in my area has been mooted for a very long time. Long before both his and my times in Council. I’m not privy to the Council officer’s reports or the reasons why a bridge east of the Story Bridge has not been considered before now but I do welcome the opportunity to be involved in those discussions moving forward, and I’m sure my community would like to engage in that discussion as well.


As we have already seen and Councillor—the Councillor for Pullenvale—sorry there’s been a few changes, Mr Chair, it just took me a moment—has already explained a bridge crossing can be quite a polarising issue, depending on the location. Which is why I think a feasibility study and community consultation is critical at this juncture to ensure that any location proposed is well vetted before funds are committed.


I do welcome those discussions moving forward and I hope that Councillor MURPHY is willing to work in a bipartisan manner towards that outcome. I am sure Councillor HOWARD in Central Ward would also like to be involved in those discussions as well, to determine if a bridge is not only a feasible option but one that has genuine community consultation and input as well.


If Councillor MURPHY does not wish to engage in that discussion—or is not interested in the eastern suburbs—I am more than happy to receive a commitment from Councillor MURPHY for free cross-river ferry services at Bulimba and Norman Park in lieu of a bridge. It would certainly be a more cost-effective option for what are some of the most well patronaged routes in the city and I look forward to hearing from him on that issue.

Chair: 
Further speaker? 

Councillor LANDERS.

Councillor LANDERS:
Thank you, Chair. I wish to speak on Program 1, which will deliver transport for residents in my ward of Bracken Ridge. I’d like to congratulate the Chair, Councillor MURPHY, on what he has been able to deliver in this COVID-19 budget. 

The budget is about Brisbane’s recovery and will not only continue to improve transport for residents, build a cleaner, greener city, but also create jobs through building suburban infrastructure. 

I was very happy to see that the Personalised Public Transport or PPT service will continue to operate Monday to Friday in Bald Hills. Mr Chair, this is another area where Council has been picking up the slack for the Labor State Government. 

Despite the former Councillor for Bracken Ridge Ward, Amanda Cooper, advocating to the State Government for a suitable bus route in Bald Hills, and lodging my own petition to the State Government as one of my first missions when I became a Councillor, the Minister for Transport and Main Roads, still refuses to acknowledge the need for a suitable bus service. Council will fortunately continue to provide a PPT service to meet part of the demand in the network for those residents who don’t have access to a car. 

You see, Chair, one of the things about Bracken Ridge Ward, is that once you live here, you tend to stay. It is a perfect part of Brisbane to live and it is not unusual for my residents to have lived here for 40 years and have no desire to move on after their children have grown and left the nest.

I want seniors in Bald Hills to still have the freedom and ability to catch a bus and enjoy free off-peak travel, just like other seniors in my ward and Brisbane, and to move easily around this great city. To be able to enjoy the Lord Mayor’s Seniors Concerts, the botanical gardens, to enjoy the art gallery. 

I commend the PPT services and the 2020-21 budget that will continue to fund it in my ward. Chair, this brings me to the very popular initiative of free off-peak travel for seniors on buses and ferries. 

I meet with seniors’ groups in my ward such as Saint Joseph’s Parish Seniors, the Bald Hills Bushies, Aspley Classes for Seniors, Ladybirds and the various over 50s villages. There is a common thread. They love this initiative. 

Free off-peak travel on buses encourages our seniors to move around the city and connect with family and friends. It is so wonderful to give back to our senior residents and in fact, at one of my mobile offices prior to Christmas, I caught up with some very happy ladies fresh off the bus from one of the Lord Mayor’s Christmas Parties. They had just had the best time and it really warmed my heart and made me very proud.

I am so pleased that our seniors are embracing this initiative and I note that Councillor ALLAN highlighted in his speech on Friday that over two million trips have been taken by our seniors during off-peak periods from 1 October last year to the end of last month. This has increased the patronage on off-peak buses and consequently reduced congestion.

At the other end of the scale, Chair, the budget is ensuring the Active School Travel program continues to encourage young people to use active transport.

Prior to COVID-19, I joined with Council officers at Saint Joseph’s in Bracken Ridge, in preparing for their first day of active school travel. They are one of 16 new schools in this program, teaming up with Council as we continue to deliver transport options for residents in a clean, green and connected city.

We had a really wonderful assembly in February with the AST team, in particular Scoot and Walker, who encouraged the students on how they could be involved and consider the choices they had in travelling to school. 

I have to say, Chair, I have very fond memories of active school travel myself and was very lucky to have many friends who joined me in riding our bikes to Nashville Primary and later Bracken Ridge High. It was a bit like a progressive dinner where Louise and Trish, who lived furthest away, would ride to my house and then we would ride together to Robyn’s, where our friend Kerrie would often join us. Kerrie actually rode her bike from Bald Hills and had to go past the school to Robyn’s, but it was always great fun to meet up and ride together and exchange homework tips before we began the day. With the only downside being magpie season.

It was a healthy and active way to travel and forge strong friendships that continue today. Unfortunately, with the pandemic, the Saint Joseph’s Active School Travel program had to be postponed. However, I know the students are very motivated and I will be joining with them and cheering them on as soon as the program gets underway properly.

Before COVID-19, Chair, I was fortunate to also go for a bike ride around my ward with Andrew from Northside Bicycle User Group. We have some great bikeway infrastructure in Bracken Ridge Ward that links into the broader Brisbane network and provides another way that residents can actively travel and create a healthier city while tackling traffic congestion.

I discussed with Andrew and saw first-hand, some of the changes Council is making in progressively replacing the yellow banana bars with alternatives such as bollards, if required, to prevent unauthorised vehicle access and improve safety.

The $30 million allocated this term in the newly formed active transport infrastructure fund includes investment in bikeway reconstruction to improve and maintain important links where it matters. This will include at Carseldine and Aspley and I’m also extremely excited about the future planning of a shared pathway from Telegraph Road through to Roghan Road, that will improve the link to bike paths across Brisbane.

Improving lighting is a vital part or providing a safe bikeway network and signage, safety facilities and bicycle parking will all go towards creating a city where we choose the bike over the car. I commend the program to the Chamber.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor GRIFFITHS.

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
Okay, I wasn’t sure if I’d get that call, so thank you, Mr Chairman. I also would like to speak on this particular Program too. Unfortunately, I can’t put my hand up for a bridge because I don’t have any water and we seem to never get any grand bikeway—

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
—never seem to get any grand bikeway projects or anything like that. What I’d like to ask for is the basics. It’s interesting that we’ve got the multimillion—actually, the billion-dollar Metro program—and we’ve been talking about this for years and still nothing has happened. I am uncertain what it will mean for my residents. I certainly know that there will be no parking stations provided to enable people to park their cars near the Metro station so that they can actually use the Metro system. So, I suppose it’s going to be limited in its effect.


I also note that we’ve only got four green bridges now and I love how people quote 70% or 80% support. I love it because they didn’t ask anyone in my ward and I don’t think people in my ward would be saying let’s spend $500 million on green bridges when they can’t even get a footpath.


I just find that we seem to be neglecting the basics, particularly out my way and as we just saw, the LNP just voted down a footpath for the Annerley Shopping Centre along Ipswich Road—one that they had promised already.


I just want to give some examples of things that aren’t done. I know last week, I had Councillor MARX out to my ward and one of the things, one of the issues I showed her was raised brail tiles on a footpath and on a traffic island that I have been raising with issues in terms of Council to get repaired for the last 18 months to two years.


It’s just been within the last few months, an elderly woman who attends a nursing home actually fell using her walking stick on those raised brail tiles. There’s been no money to repair those tiles. For 18 months, there has been no money to repair those tiles, and so yes, we’re talking about accessible cities, we’re talking about Metros, we’re talking about green bridges, but we can’t even fix up raised brail tiles on a footpath. 

That is appalling. That it really shows the priorities are wrong for this Council. Yet, there are other intersections in my ward that still have these raised tiles that people are tripping on. So, I would ask for some basic money for funding to fix footpaths and fix issues like this in the ward. 

Yes, it’s not in the sexy part in the city. It’s not in the inner city. It’s actually in the suburbs at Acacia Ridge. There aren’t a lot of Liberal voters down there and, partly, I suspect that’s why we’re not seeing the repairs to the footpaths done down there because they aren’t in the Liberal parts of the city.

Similarly, for my ward it’s probably three or four times bigger than most wards because it has a large industrial area, it has an airport. it has a large forest area, and in between those areas, are suburban spots. 

Now, I have a list of at least 60 footpaths waiting to be built. And the LORD MAYOR says well, everyone is treated equally, I give you all the same amount. But when you have a large ward and you’re trying to spread that money in those communities, when a large ward is two or three times, or four times bigger than a normal ward, that money doesn’t go very far.

I know next year, half the money is already used up in putting one footpath down for one man who is in a motorised wheelchair. Half the money is being used on that and he’s had to wait several years while I do other jobs for other people with disability. 

So, there is no money hanging around to do what you’d like to do, these are footpaths that need to be done because people are in wheelchairs.

I think we’ve got a long way to go with active transport and I mean basic active transport in the suburbs. Not the glamorous—not the glamour projects. I really want to see more money for the basics and I hope—I hope this Administration, I hope at least by having Councillor MARX come out and see some of the issues faced by just regular folk, that that might actually get the Administration to wake up to the fact that it’s regular people who are missing out. It’s ordinary people who are missing out and they shouldn’t be, because they’re all paying their rates as well. Thank you, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor HUTTON.

Councillor HUTTON:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I rise to speak in support of Program 1, Transport for Brisbane. I’m very pleased to speak on a number of matters that relate to my ward of Jamboree, including the proposed Bellbowrie to Wacol green bridge and the award winning, Active School Transport Program. 


Since before my time as a local Councillor, I have been a passionate advocate for Council’s Active School Travel Program, which has been running since 2004. 


That’s why I’m so pleased to see the continuation of this program in this budget with $2.8 million committed over the next term to deliver for children and their families across this city. The Active School Travel Program offers Brisbane Primary Schools a suite of free resources, tools and incentives to enable students, parents, carers and teachers to leave their cars at home, to walk, ride or scoot their way to school. 


It’s all about creating a healthier and more active school and student cohort, increasing road safety awareness, safer streets and continuing to tackle the ongoing traffic congestion around our schools.


In 2019, this program included 45 primary schools, resulting in almost one in two families leaving their cars at home, with walking the most popular way for families to actively travel. The successful initiative saw Council extend this program with workshops dedicated to educating youngsters on how to ride scooters, with an incredible 920 students taking part.

The program continues to grow even in these challenging times. In 2020, 16 new schools have joined the program. In my own ward of Jamboree, Middle Park State School joined the program in 2018 and Darra State School joined in 2019.

Every Tuesday is the Active School Travel day where each child receives a passport and gets it stamped when they actively travel to school. The more stamps they accumulate, the more rewards they get. 

These schools have also conducted inter-class competitions, helping to broaden the behaviour change. As a parent, walking, scooting, cycling or catching public transport to school with your young child is a fantastic opportunity to teach basic life skills like how to cross the road safely while also helping to build their independence.

A silver lining from COVID-19, has been the reminder about what is important in life and to appreciate time with family. In my own experience, the benefit from this program is more than just changing habits and getting active. 

It’s also about communication and making time to participate in those incidental conversations that connect kids and parents, families and communities. In walking my own boys, an 800-metre walk to school, it takes approximately 45 minutes as we stop and smell the roses. 

I am very pleased to see this program continue and I will be encouraging further schools to participate in the future. To build on these outcomes achieved by active school travel, the budget sees the continuation of the Safer Paths to Schools program. Some $3.7 million over four years has been allocated to build those missing footpath links and refurbish existing ones.

I’m thrilled to see that Beanland Street, Middle Park, is listed in this year’s budget. This will benefit over 1,200 kids at Jamboree Heights State School and Good News Lutheran Primary. This funding will mean less cars on the roads in and around suburban streets, decreasing parking pressures and, hopefully, more active and healthy kids.

In the past few months, we have seen more and more residents pull out their Lycras and dust off their bikes. That’s why it’s so important that Council continues to deliver the Cycling Brisbane program. This initiative encourages people to get more active and more involved in active lifestyles, making the most of our bikeways, pathways and riverwalks. 

Council’s online bikeway map has experienced a 32% increase in visitation this year, demonstrating how popular cycling is and how popular this recourse is when it comes to deciding the best ways to explore our city.

This budget sees $30 million in active transport infrastructure funding to improve suburban bikeway links including reconstructions. This will go a long way to improving bikeways across our city where it matters, including in the Jamboree Ward at Amazons Place in Sinnamon Park.

A smart city is one that provides a menu of transport options for residents and businesses to enjoy. I would like to commend the Chair, Councillor MURPHY and the LORD MAYOR for being early adopters to the e-Scooter revolution. There has been a strong demand for e‑Scooter usage with more than 2.5 million trips to date with an average of 1,200 trips per day. 

Over the weekend, I downloaded the Neuron app, put on the supplied helmet and took myself for a spin in the Valley. I can confirm that heels are definitely not the preferred choice of scooter footwear; however, it didn’t deter the great experience that I had. I can now appreciate why it has changed transport behaviours in Brisbane.

As the Chair mentioned, great cities have great public and active transport. This budget delivers the largest investment in transport in our city’s history. Our Administration’s investment in green bridges will make it easier to get around our city on foot, bike and public transport.

As the LORD MAYOR announced in the budget, we will not be proceeding with the green bridge from Wacol to Bellbowrie, after receiving the results of two rounds of consultation. Announcing that Council will look at alternative options that will be beneficial to everyone in our community.

Through this consultation process, we managed to reach out to over 10,000 residents to get a solid understanding of their thoughts on this proposal. I read every single response and I truly appreciate the time my residents have taken to share their feedback.

From the 871 responses received from our residents, 51% were opposed to the proposal. Although many highlighted that they would support the infrastructure, it would not change transport habits for many local residents. A major concern was that the bridge might be used for general traffic, disrupting quieter suburban streets and adding pressure to an already congested Centenary Highway.

The Centenary Highway is a significant issue and I will continue to put pressure on the State Government to invest in this main arterial, while exploring other transport busting opportunities. 

As Councillor ADERMANN mentioned, the Pullenvale Ward had a very strong response with 80% of residents opposed to the bridge. I would like to thank those residents who helped shape this program and the LORD MAYOR and the Chair for listening to their feedback. This consultation has made me more passionate about this important portfolio and how it continues to deliver for the residents across Brisbane, including in my own community.

Mr Chair, I’m very proud to be part of this Administration, focused on investing in the active and public transport that our city needs, and I commend this program to the Chamber.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor STRUNK.

Councillor STRUNK:
So, I just—I’ll be short and brief in regard to, as much as I can, in this—on this Program. I think I’ll go—I think I’ll start off with the green bridges program, or project, and just make a few observations. First of all, residents from my ward were a bit interested in the green bridges. The echo bridges, or whatever we’re calling them now, because they do like their walk and they do like their cycling.


But really, they say well, how can we use one of these green bridges? I said, well the first one is being built at Kangaroo Point to, I think that part, they said, well that’s not going to really help us. I said, there is a few others. And anyways, hopefully some of these green bridges, my—the people from my ward will be able to use.


I take the point, of course, about out at Bellbowrie in the Pullenvale Ward, anyone who knows anything about bridges in that area, especially at Bellbowrie, through to say Wacol, there has been a pushback for many years from residents out there who didn’t want to open up their number of suburbs to traffic coming from Ipswich Road side.


But I’m glad to hear that 38% are now in favour of that, Councillor ADERMANN, and that’s really good to hear that they’re starting to see the sense in actually having a car bridge and I believe a car bridge is really what they want.


No, obviously it’ll have a cycle lane on it as well as pedestrian lane, no doubt if it’s ever built. So—and if we’re looking for a body of water, believe it or not, I take that comment, if we’re looking for a body of water to put a green bridge over, believe it or not, people in my—a few people, I should say, in my ward, in the Forest Lake suburb, have suggested one of those across the lake but I thought—I don’t think that’s probably a good use of money.


Anyways, moving on to Metro. Again, the residents of the Forest Lake Ward, they say what is in it for me? I said, well, they’re suggesting that there’s going to be some extra services into the suburbs and of course the first question is, where are they going to be? How often are they going to run? Where are they going to take me? I said, well, of course we’re not being given that information.

Quite frankly, it’s really up to TransLink to fund those. Brisbane City Council can subsidise them, I suppose, and be part of the conversation or consultation as to where they should go. But clearly, $1.244 billion dollars being spent out of ratepayers money, $30 million every year out of the Forest Lake Ward going into the coffers of Brisbane City Council, they’re getting nothing out of Metro or if they’re getting anything, it will be for a very few number.

I take of course, the fact that some—a lot of the suburbs, a lot of the wards are going to get a great benefit from that—north and south—but here in the west, we are really getting nothing. 

I just want to spend the remainder of my time, just talking a little bit about footpath reconstruction. It was really interesting to note that, of course, of the 2,000 kilometres of footpaths that need to be reconstructed, there’s only probably about 50 or 60 listed in the schedules and I don’t know how many kilometres that would be, that would add up, but I’d say not all that many kilometres worth.

So, I had a look at some—honestly, the—when it comes to the suburbs, we are constantly being overlooked by this Administration, and all the money is really going—seems to be going—into the CBD or the surrounding suburbs of the CBD. So I just had a look at what some of the wards were getting in regard to money for path reconstruction and I know that all Councillors do put in their wishes for reconstruction and of course, the officers themselves who go around and pick up a lot more than we do, put them on the—for consideration.

But if we have a look at—what doesn’t make any sense to me, a suburb like—or ward like Bracken Ridge, right? Or Deagon, for that matter, and Holland Park, and Wynnum Manly, there is no money allocated in the schedules for those wards. For—

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor STRUNK:
—reconstruction, so I just think that’s quite amazing.

We went through—we went through all the schedules and we did as much as we could in regards to trying to work out which wards that particular suburb is in. There may be a little bit of sharing that’s going there, but anyways, I—the average—the average was roughly, if you take $7.7 million, divided by 26, it works out around $300,000 a ward that should be—if you were going to be equal with all the wards right across Brisbane, that’s what you’d be—should be spending out of this particular budget round.

But clearly, a lot of the suburbs—some of the suburbs were getting—or some of the Wards were getting nothing. Even—and I take the point from Councillor OWEN with regard to that active travel as—and we want to make it as safe as possible for those disability scooter people, and also other scooter and pedestrians, but honestly, I wouldn’t be all that happy if I was Councillor OWEN because she got listed for about $47,000 worth. 

So—and I just think that really isn’t keeping up with the maintenance of the existing infrastructure. This Council loves to build new things but when it comes to maintaining what is already been built, when it comes to say like footpaths, they are not doing the job that they should be doing and of course, the ratepayers know this. I’ll finish my comments there, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor MARX, are you—yes. 

Now Councillor MARX, yes, now when you begin speaking, Councillor TOOMEY will have the Chair, for all Councillors as well. 

Councillor MARX.
At that time, 3.05pm, the Deputy Chair, Councillor Steven TOOMEY, assumed the Chair. 

Councillor MARX: 
Sure, thank you. Sorry, I just nearly lost the video stream then. Look, I just wanted to speak very briefly on Program 1, with a couple of issues that have been raised by a couple of Councillors on the footpath situation. 


Councillor GRIFFITHS mentioned the footpath there that—with the brail dots, as I suppose, as you would call them. The raised brail dots. Yes, I did meet him out in his ward and I thank him for hosting myself and my PLO (Policy Liaison Officer) out there to show some of the stuff that he’s got issues with.


The problem we had with that particular site was that there was confusion as to who owned the asset. I apologised to him for the confusion and the length of time it had taken to get that sorted. Because it was on a main road, there was confusion whether it was State or Council. In the end, the officers did discover that it was Council and we rectified it.


I am unsure if that’s been replaced yet but I’m certainly happy to follow that up. He’s shaking his head no. Okay, so I’m certainly happy to follow that up with him because I agree that that was an issue. So definitely happy to sort that out for you.


The other one, Councillor STRUNK talked about the unfairness of some of this funding for the footpaths. So just going on your—what you’ve said, Councillor STRUNK, that you’ve got two footpaths there in Boss Road and Kittyhawk Avenue. By your calculations of $300,000 per ward, you’re actually getting $406,000. So, I don’t know, do you want to hand back one for $100,000? Because I’m sure Councillor OWEN would be happy to take it if you didn’t want to spend that extra $100,000 in your ward. 


But look, it’s just a balancing act and it’s about what needs the work the most. I know I’ve got one there myself in that thing. That’s one I’ve put up for three years in a row. So, it’s just the reality of it. So, there’s no necessary rhyme or reason, other than it’s on a priority basis of what is the worst that needs to be fixed. So, I’ll leave my debate at that.

Deputy Chair:
Thank you, Councillor MARX. 

Are there any further speakers? 

LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Acting Chair—Mr Deputy Chair. Whatever the correct title is today. Look, thank you to all of the Councillors who have contributed to this important Program. Obviously, a big investment of the overall $3.1 billion of the budget comes into this program and it is critical when it comes to getting people moving around the city sustainably.


It’s been commented before that the move is definitely on to invest in more sustainable forms of travel and providing alternatives to people that want to move away from private motor vehicle travel and try out those alternatives and get onto public transport. Get onto their bikes, get onto foot or on e-scooters. This Program is all about supporting that investment.


If you have a look at the size of this Program and the investment that is involved, you’ve just got to look on the first page of this Program to see $467 million of investment happening in that Program—in Program 1. 

Now, obviously this program is made up of contributions from both Council, the State Government, and the Federal Government, but it is a big slice of the Council budget and shows the level of priority that we place on public and active transport.

Now, if you look at where our priority lies in Administration—as an Administration, improving those connections, improving the sustainability is a key part of it. You think about going into the last election, what we committed to when it came to upgrading different modes of travel, we are putting in—together with the Federal Government—$1.244 billion towards Metro. We are putting in $550 million towards the green bridges program and we’re putting in $550 million towards road upgrades.

So, you can very clearly see the balance there. Why is that? Is it because we have decided we’re not going to do any more road upgrades? No. Because we’ve come through a big investment over many years in our road network. 

We don’t apologise for that. It’s the right thing to do to upgrade the capacity of our roads as the city grows and to improve the safety of our roads. But right now, the priority is in investing in those more sustainable forms of travel and that is exactly what we’re doing. That’s what the budget shows we’re doing.

That comes from everything from major projects like Brisbane Metro or the green bridges down to the local suburban footpaths. Now, there’s been a bit of commentary so far about funding for footpaths. Labor pedalled the lies during the election about footpaths and have been well and truly exposed. They went into the election saying there’s no money for footpaths and we’re going to fix 700 footpaths. 

As we heard earlier in this session, already this year, more than 900 footpaths had been fixed. Now, that’s business as usual for us. We’re always fixing hundreds of footpaths every year and we will continue to do so. When it comes to the allocation of money to provide new footpaths, Councillors are quick to cry poor, yet in this budget, through two different funding sources, they have access to more than $750,000 to build new footpaths if they wish. Or, in fact, to upgrade existing footpaths. The funding is available to do both of those things.

So, when we hear stunts being pulled like changing the Brisbane Metro budget to fund a footpath in a suburb, what you’re not being told is that that Councillor has access to $750,000 to do exactly projects like that. If they chose to. But guess what? They spend the money on other things so that they can cry poor and accuse the Administration unfairly of not putting money in for footpaths.

We know time and time again that Opposition Councillors have spent their Suburban Enhancement Fund and its predecessor on other things and then complained there’s no money for footpaths. There is money for footpaths. There’s more money than ever before for footpaths. We’ll continue investing in them, we’ll continue fixing them and it is really important that that is on the record for everyone to be aware—and the money for footpaths and those suburban enhancements is distributed equally among all Councillors.

$750,000 this year for each and every Councillor to invest in those priority projects that they believe are important in their areas. So, look forward to them rolling out those projects, upgrading their footpaths, if they think that’s a priority, and investing in the things that matter to people.

I did though, want to just comment on the five green bridges and new green bridges program because there’s been a little bit of debate and I notice bids for potentially replacing the Bellbowrie bridge with another fifth bridge.

Now, our commitment is very clear. We said we would put up to $550 million into these projects. Now, if you do the simple math, if other levels of government put in, then we can get more done. We can deliver more. If they don’t, then $550 million is what we will be able to deliver as a council, but we will deliver $550 million of investment into green bridges.

There has been a request, I think from Councillor COOK—

Councillor interjecting,

LORD MAYOR:
—for a bridge east of the Story Bridge, and Councillor COOK, very cheekily, accused Councillor MURPHY of not caring about the eastern suburbs, when he is more eastside than Councillor COOK is. In fact, he was born in the eastside of Brisbane, so he loves that part of Brisbane and is a strong advocate for it. As am I.


But what I will say about the bids that are coming in for the fifth green bridge is, there’s been a lot of talk about Bulimba to Teneriffe as an option. I just wanted to put on the table some information that people need to be aware of because while engineers claim they can do anything, there are some challenges here. 


We know with the Kangaroo Point bridge, there’s already been some boaties claiming that their boats may not fit under the Kangaroo Point bridge. Well, the way it works is that there’s always strong consideration given to not putting an additional obstruction in the river. 

So using that logic, we have linked the Kangaroo Point bridge to be the same height as the Captain Cook Bridge, which is a similar height to the Goodwill Bridge, which is a similar height to the Victoria Bridge. But as you progressively go up the river, the clearance height gets lower and lower.

But when you start going beyond the Story Bridge, you start looking at incredibly high clearance heights. So, the Story Bridge is around 30 metres of clearance between the bottom of the bridge and the river. Thirty meters is equivalent to a nine or 10 storey building. 

So, if you go down the river a little bit further, down towards Bulimba and Teneriffe, you’re potentially looking at putting a nine or 10 storey high bridge into that part of the river. Then you consider that the river is between 400 and 500 metres-wide at that point, and then you think about the access ramps on either side that also have to be several hundred metres. 

You’re looking at a 10 storey-plus bridge that could be up to three-quarters of a kilometre in length. That is a significant structure so just wanted to put that out there for Councillor COOK to consider, and maybe Councillor HOWARD as well, I can see her perspiring at the thought of a 10 storey bridge going in nearby, but that’s the sort of engineering that you’d have to consider when it comes to clearance heights.

So, obviously there are some potential alternatives like a bridge that has a section that moves. That could be one thing that could be considered, but once again, that adds significantly to the cost and complexity of the project. It also causes a disruption to people using the bridge if the bridge has to be closed or impacted on every time a boat goes underneath it.

So just to bear in mind, there are some technical considerations that we have to think about here when it comes to bridges east of the Story Bridge.

Think about down further, the Gateway Bridge is 55 metres of clearance. So that’s even higher again. So, we’re talking about significant structures. Anything to the east of the Story Bridge would have to be quite a significant structure and there are other considerations to factor in there such as visual impacts, the approaches of the bridge and how that will impact on the local areas. 

So I’m not saying that no, it can’t be done or no, it can never be done, but these sort of things have to be taken into consideration when looking for additional bridges on the Brisbane River.

But I do certainly admire Councillor COOK and other Councillors’ ambitions to get that fifth green bridge. Look, and credit goes to Councillor STRUNK as well, across Forest Lake.

The first thing, Councillor STRUNK, we want to do is fix up Forest Lake—

Councillor interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
—and so we’ll be investing in the water quality there and that’s an important priority at the moment. But we will take that under advisement for a bridge in Forest Lake. We’ll give that consideration in due course.

Deputy Chair:
LORD MAYOR, your time has expired.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you.

Deputy Chair:
Councillor LANDERS.

Councillor LANDERS:
Point of order, Deputy Chair.

Deputy Chair:
Point of order, Councillor LANDERS.
ADJOURNMENT:

	745/2019-20
At that time, 3.18pm, it was resolved on the motion of Councillor Sandy LANDERS, seconded by Councillor Sarah HUTTON that the meeting adjourn for a period of 15 minutes, to commence only when all Councillors had left the meeting.
Council stood adjourned at 3.19pm.


UPON RESUMPTION:
Deputy Chair:
Do we have any further speakers? 

Councillor MURPHY for a reply.

Councillor MURPHY:
Yes. Thank you very much, Deputy Chair. I thank all Councillors for their contribution to this debate on Program 1. Overall, I think it's been a very good one, a productive one and one that didn't feature some of the nastiness of debates in prior years. It's been a debate where, for the most part, we are in furious agreement about the why, but there's debate about the how. In Labor's mind, they would do nearly all of the same things that we're doing, but they would just do them better, in a sense, is my takeaway from the debate—

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor MURPHY:
—Deputy Chair. In terms of—because some of the issues that were raised, I want to run through them. Firstly, the scope of the Brisbane Metro was raised. So, it's very true that the scope of Brisbane Metro has changed several times. It has changed since the first concept. The original Brisbane Metro was a rubber-tyred metro system costed at $1.54 billion. 

As we went through the business case process, we learned that there were two major challenges with that project: the axel weight of the Metro trams was too heavy for Victoria Bridge and would have necessitated a major shutdown of large sections of the busway for years during its construction phase. So we changed the scope and we reduced the cost to $944 million by using trackless tram technology, which wouldn't disrupt the busway and would meet the axel weight requirements over Victoria Bridge. 

It would also give us a modular solution that could be added on as we progress to roll out additional parts of the network. Now, after going out to tender for the vehicles, we found that the electric vehicle was actually the best performing of the three vehicles which were in the process and it provided lower life-cycle costs and a better passenger experience. Now, this came with additional direct costs, extra expenses at the depot, the need for en-route charging. 

As well as that, a better construction methodology at Adelaide Street and a revised Cultural Centre station option have increased the current project to a revised budget of $1.244 billion as we lock it down and go into construction. So, yes, the project scope has changed twice, but each time it's changed it has changed for the better. It allows us to achieve what we set out to do. We can still meet all of our performance targets for Brisbane Metro under this option. Rather than seeing our flexibility as a downside, I actually see our flexibility and the Metro team's flexibility to change their approach as an asset, not a liability.

As Keynes said, ‘when the facts change, I change my mind’. So, too, has it been with Brisbane Metro. Now, on the cost, Councillor CASSIDY criticised the LORD MAYOR's statements around the wage blowouts that we've seen. Now, the EBA (Enterprise Bargaining Agreement) for Queen's Wharf Brisbane set a new benchmark for construction labour rates in Queensland. All the CP tenderers raised this matter during the interactive tender period as being a major cost driver. The rates tendered by the CP consortia are generally in line with Queen's Wharf Brisbane. Now, that hourly labour rate is approximately 47% higher than that used in the business cost estimate. 

Councillor CASSIDY said he believed in a fair day's pay for a fair day's work. Well, if Councillor CASSIDY thinks it's fair for a carpenter on Queen's Wharf to earn $288,000 a year because of a sweetheart deal with the CFMEU (Construction, Forestry, Maritime, Mining and Energy Union), then I would suggest that the idea that Labor could do better on Brisbane Metro is fanciful. Of course, we know that the Labor Party are a wholly owned subsidiary of the union movement and projects like this suffer as a result of having a government which refuses to stand up to these outrageous wage demands. Brisbane Metro isn't the first project to suffer and it won't be the last.

Now, on the bus bill, Councillor CASSIDY criticised this Administration's handling of the bus bill contract and, yes, it's true, that we are planning on building—purchasing more—less buses this term than in the previous term. However, they are making the mistake and comparing our record to our record. What you really need to do is compare the record of—to Labor's record where buses were so old and so dangerous that they caught fire. The Courier-Mail called them chariots of fire and unlike the 1981 hit film of the same name, nobody won a gold medal at the end, least of all—

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor MURPHY:
—Chairman. Now, the reality is that any new buses brought onto the network this year will likely have a decade to 15 years of life. So, it's important that we make sure we are confident that the technology that we procure is future proof, so that we slow the acquisition of older diesel buses. It's important to remember that Volgren not only do the new bus build for us, but they also do the second-line service on the 1,200 strong bus fleet, so we continue to value that relationship and the jobs that it creates. 

Councillor CASSIDY talked about a mobility plan for Brisbane. Now, when it comes to Labor's transport plans, you have to ask yourself what is their mobility plan? Is it the June 2020 Twitter post from Councillor CASSIDY with 87 words mobility plan? Is it the March 2020 election policy, where there was no mention of a mobility plan? Is it the 2016 Harding plan, which didn't even contain the word mobility and doesn't mention bikeways, which was all light rail with no detail? Or was it the 2012 Ray Smith plan, which included bikes and bridges and water fountains and free sunscreen for kids? 

Or is it their transport plan from 2002 to 2016, with Councillor CUMMING, the architect, who funded this through scrapping fuel subsidies, adding tolls and a CBD parking tax? There was certainly no mobility plan that Brisbane residents got to see from the Labor Party ahead of the last election where it really counted. Now, the Administration also copped a bit of a body blow today from some Councillors on the state of the city's footpaths and Councillor GRIFFITHS and Councillor CUMMING had a shot. I hate to say it, but there's a little bit of creative retelling of history here.

Once again, they're comparing our record to our record. Now, there's 4,800 kilometres of footpaths in this city and we're working very hard to bring them all up to spec. When we first got into Administration, the footpath network that we inherited was literally falling apart. Let's be clear. In 2008, the first year of an LNP majority Administration, 38% of the city's footpaths were in good or very good condition. By 2017, that figure had increased to 77%, so that's an almost doubling of the number of footpaths in good or very good condition under the LNP. The number in fair condition has reduced by almost two-thirds.

So Labour's record on footpaths was absolutely appalling and we won't take any lectures from them on footpath maintenance. Let's not forget, as the LORD MAYOR said, every Councillor here can spend $750,000 they get in the SEF (Suburban Enhancement Fund) on footpaths every year. Most spend it on park upgrades, not footpaths, and that includes the Leader of the Opposition. Now, I'll spare reading out the details of the Councillors who spend the most on footpaths, but I will say you know who you are. Now, there was a lot of commentary from the Labor Party and some others about the Green Bridges Program and I just say this to them. Four out of five of these bridges were well supported by the communities on either side.

As Meatloaf said, ‘two out of three ain't bad and four out of five is even better’—
Councillors interjecting.

Councillor MURPHY:
One out of five wasn't supported and so we didn't proceed—

Councillors interjecting.

Deputy Chair:
The Councillor be heard in silence. Thank you.

Councillor MURPHY:
—with that bridge as a result of community feedback, so yes, we're now on the hunt for a bridge location. I find it weird some of the feedback that people are upset about not having a bridge that crosses the Brisbane River in their ward. Councillor GRIFFITHS, through you, Mr Chair, if you wanted a bridge beside the Brisbane River, then maybe you should have run for Tennyson Ward. Now, the Labor Party have also attacked us on the process with Bellbowrie. Councillor CASSIDY said it was—

Councillor interjecting.

Deputy Chair:
Councillors will be heard in silence. Thank you.

Councillor MURPHY:
Isn't it fascinating, Chair, since he has said that, to see the other Councillors in this place crawl out of the woodwork, searching for their very own green bridge. Like ants on a Vegemite sandwich, they can smell the scent of public money and now they're on the hunt. But I say to them, be careful if you do get a green bridge in your area, because we know there's one Councillor in this place who doesn't care what your community thinks, he's confident that come hell or high water, if you get a green bridge, it has to have buses on it, or it's not a true green bridge—

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor MURPHY:
This is Councillor CASSIDY's personal crusade to get buses on green bridges—

Councillors interjecting.

Councillor MURPHY:
Such is the thrall that the RTBU (Rail, Tram, and Bus Union) have him in, so be careful what you wish for, Councillors. Now, Councillor COOK you mentioned—

Councillor interjecting.

Deputy Chair:
Councillor GRIFFITHS.

Councillor MURPHY:
—and last time you petitioned TransLink—

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor MURPHY:
—you were rebuffed. Now, in January 2019, the State Government confirmed that they didn't support this, and I quote, ‘if free travel were offered on any ferry service, TMR would be required to reduce its funding contribution in line with lost fare revenue, as is the case with the CityHopper services. TMR does not support the removal of fares from Bulimba ferries’. As Councillor STRUNK so ably put it, ‘TransLink would need to subsidise this service’. 

So, I'm happy to go back to Minister Bailey with you in a bipartisan way to get support for this service and I can certainly say his approach to dealing with us since January 2019 has changed significantly. So, you never know, we might get lucky. Now Councillor—Chair, Councillor HUANG uttered a brilliant quote before. He said, ‘the city defines the country, the country doesn't define the city’. The next four years are Brisbane's great opportunity to help play its role in shaping the transport future of Brisbane. City Council's pivot towards public and active transport is being watched both at home and abroad. 

It's not easy to solve the transport problems with a subtropical city of 1.2 million people. It will take patience, determination and a resolve to do what's right, not always what is easy. The investments that we are making in this program are not investments in mega-projects for vanity or things to put a plaque on. While these projects are game changing, ultimately they're all about solving problems. This program is as much about bread and butter issues as it is anything else. It's about making sure passengers don't sit waiting on a bus idling on Victoria Bridge. It's about making sure that commuters in wheelchairs can get undercover at our bus stops, like anyone else. 

It's about making sure our bus drivers are safe, respected and valued public servants in our community. It's about making sure neighbours disconnected—

Deputy Chair:
Councillor MURPHY, you time has expired.

Councillor MURPHY:
—by 300 metres of river aren't disconnected by 30 minutes—thank you, Chair.

Deputy Chair:
I'll now put the motion for Transport for Brisbane Program. 

The Chair submitted to the Chamber the motion for the adoption of the Transport for Brisbane Program and it was declared carried on the voices.
Thereupon, the DEPTUY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, and Councillor Sandy LANDERS immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared carried.

The voting was as follows:

AYES: 24 -
The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, and Councillors Greg ADERMANN, Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Tracy DAVIS, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, Sarah HUTTON, Sandy LANDERS, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, Peter MATIC, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Angela OWEN, Steven TOOMEY, the Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Jared CASSIDY, and Councillors Kara COOK, Peter CUMMING, Steve GRIFFITHS and Charles STRUNK.

NOES: 1 -
Councillor Jonathan SRI.

ABSTENTIONS: 1 -
Councillor Nicole JOHNSTON.

The Deputy Chair then called upon Councillor David McLACHLAN to present the Infrastructure for Brisbane Program.
2. INFRASTRUCTURE FOR BRISBANE PROGRAM:
746/2019-20
Councillor David McLACHLAN, Chair of the Infrastructure Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Peter MATIC, that for the Infrastructure for Brisbane Program, the services of Council, the allocations for the Operations and the Projects and Rolling Projects as set out on pages 27 to 40, and the indicative schedules on pages 146 to 161 for the years 2020-21 through to 2023-24 so far as they relate to Program 2, be adopted.
Deputy Chair:
Is there any debate? 

Councillor McLACHLAN:
Thank you, Mr Deputy Chair. Before beginning my speech on this Program, I'd like to address some questions on notice from the budget information session. Councillor STRUNK asked for the total funding contribution from State and Federal Governments for projects in the 2020-21 financial year. This financial year, Council is anticipating the receipt of approximately $50.5 million revenue from the Federal Government and $9.2 million from the State Government. 

Typically, funding contributions for the Federal Government's Black Spot program and Roads to Recovery program and funding from the State Government as part of the Transport Infrastructure Development Scheme will be received by Council after their respective budgets are finalised and will be added as revenue in Council's future budget reviews. 

Councillor JOHNSTON asked in a similar vein for schedule items and substantive projects items that don't have confirmed State or Federal Government funding. I can advise that Council is anticipating to receive $6.2 million as part of the Federal Government's Black Spot program to be administered by the State Government for the following projects listed under the—under major traffic improvements intersections. The schedules include Industrial Avenue and Campbell Avenue in Wacol, Ipswich Road and Ponsonby Street in Annerley, Sir Fred Schonell Drive and Coldridge Street in St Lucia, Stanbrough Road and London Road in Belmont. Funding will be confirmed once the State Government's budget is brought down. 

Councillor STRUNK asked for carryover figures, project by project. Carryovers not listed in the schedules are $1.4 million carryover for the defect period of five completed road projects. Where no defects are identified in the defects liability period, savings will be declared through the financial year. $3.45 million carryover for the North West Transport Network business case. $2.5 million carryover for the Inner City Bypass Corridor improvements. $490,000 carryover for the Ann and Creek Streets Move Safe project. $600,000 carryover for the Murphy Road and Ellison Road roundabout. $200,000 carryover for the Newman and Wecker Roads project. $625,000 carryover for the Norris Road project. $8.47 million carryover for the Story Bridge Restoration project. $709,000 carryover for the Road Corridor Management project. 

Councillor JOHNSTON asked for a list of where all traffic signals are being installed under Service 2.1.2.2, Improve Local Transport Networks. There are no new signalised intersections or signalised crossings being provided under 2.1.2.2. This service lines covers refurbishments to existing traffic signals. 

Councillor JOHNSTON asked for a list of projects under service 2.1.2.3, Major Road Network Improvement Design. The current list is Hellawell Road and Jackson Road in Sunnybank Hills; Logan Road and O'Keefe Street in Greenslopes; Lomandra Drive and Main Myrtletown Road and Priors Road and Pandanus Avenue in Pinkenba. Lytton Road, Colmslie Road and Junction Road in Morningside and for emergent design. 

Finally, Councillor JOHNSTON asked what the new scope of works is for the Congestion Busting project at Ipswich Road and Cracknell Road listed under Service 2.1.2.3. There is no new scope of works for that project in Moorooka Ward.

Mr Deputy Chair, the 2020-21 Program 2 Budget will play a crucial role—

Councillor interjecting. 

Councillor McLACHLAN:
—in helping Brisbane recover and push through the challenges currently faced by our city, generating jobs and supporting the local construction industry. This Program is quite literally the cornerstone on which our industry, our economy, our city is built. The economic hardships of the last few months have rippled through our city and have reached us all in one way or another. The budget for this Program, as is the budget overall, is framed with economic recovery at its centre. 

This is the Program that is truly building a better Brisbane. It connects the suburbs to the city, delivers safer and more efficient transport networks for goods and services, tackles congestion and prepares through built infrastructure for the future growth of our city. Mr Deputy Chair, this financial year, the Program 2 allocations for capital projects and operating expenses will be spent on roads, intersections, pedestrian infrastructure, bridges and culverts, and school travel infrastructure in the heart of the city and throughout the suburbs. While this program undoubtedly aims to get residents home quicker and safer, the objectives of this Program are much more than simply reducing travel times. 

This Program invests in maintaining an asset base of $11.5 billion, improving Brisbane's freight network to keep the flow of goods and services moving efficiently across South East Queensland, generating jobs, supporting business and industry and stimulating the city's economy. Among its many highlights in talking specifics, I'll start with the Better Roads for Brisbane program, which is a $500 million investment in partnership with the Federal Government to increase safety and efficiency for some of the suburbs' most congested roads. 

While support from the Federal Government's Urban Congestion Fund—with support from the Federal Government's Urban Congestion Fund, we'll be investing in significant upgrades at key locations in the urban road network to reduce congestion, improve efficiency of the network and, most importantly, improve safety for all users. 

Through its Urban Congestion Fund, the Federal Government will help us with upgrades of Beams Road, Chelsea and Ricketts Roads, Hoyland Street, the Indooroopilly roundabout, Newman and Wecker Roads, Norris Road, the Norris Road and Barbour Road intersection and finally Rochedale and Priestdale Roads. These projects, Mr Deputy Chair, stretch right across the city from Bracken Ridge in the North to Rochedale in the south. These are important and exciting projects that will respond to the needs of a growing city. 

Mr Deputy Chair, I'm pleased that this year's budget will target school safety, with the LORD MAYOR's commitment to deliver 100 SAMs (Speed Awareness Monitors) for schools over the coming four years. This is a $3.2 million initiative that will help students and their families get to and from school safely. The existing SAM sign project is also continuing this financial year, with $569,000 allocated towards the management of existing SAM signs, the funding of which has been moved into Program 2's core budget. 

This funding allocation is in addition to the new SAMs for Schools program deliveries and even greater investment in speed awareness monitor compared to last year. Mr Chair, this budget will continue to deliver initiative towards improving safety around schools under the Partnering for Safer Schools service. The new SAMs for Schools program is in addition to the $913,000 allocated towards safe school travel infrastructure, which will improve footpaths, refuges, crossings and bus facilities around our schools. 

To name a few, schools in Coorparoo, Nundah and Wynnum will receive improvements through this schedule this financial year. A further $399,000 is allocated towards developing more traffic management plans for schools to reduce congestion and improve safety around schools by encouraging active travel to and from school. Council has already worked with close to 200 schools to develop transport management plans. With over 300 schools in the Brisbane City Council area, I am glad that this budget is continuing Council's fantastic track record on delivering safer school travel. 

Mr Deputy Chair, in Program 2, we not only improve the existing transport network, we build and expand it. This budget will kick off the design of a new road link in Rochedale. Gardner Road is planned to be extended south to Underwood Road to support the fast‑growing Rochedale precinct. Creating this new link will help future-proof this area and bolster the local transport network. 

This financial year we will also see the completion of a critical artery for Brisbane and South East Queensland, the Kingsford Smith Drive upgrade. The project has created world-class pedestrian and cycleway infrastructure that would have been scrapped if the Labor Party had won the 2016 election. Mr Deputy Chair, one of the goals of the Infrastructure for Brisbane Program is to reduce congestion on our roads. In 2020-21, $33.9 million will fund congestion reduction upgrades at 12 intersections across Brisbane as well as planning for future intersections improvements, including works such as new traffic signals or roundabouts with funding support from the federally funded Black Spot program and the Roads to Recovery program.

A further $4.2 million will be invested in projects such as the construction or extension of turning lanes, minor intersection upgrades, improved allocation of road space and alterations to road markings and signs; low-cost, high-impact solutions to get more out of the current network. These projects stretch right across the city from Bracken Ridge in the north to Parkinson in the south out to Wynnum in the east and Brookfield in the west. 

Mr Deputy Chair, asset maintenance is a critical part of a city's function; fixing things before they're broken. Boardwalks, bridges, culverts, pavements and curbs will continue to be upgraded, increasing the lifespan of assets across the city and improving safety. This year, we'll be investing $90 million in road resurfacing from Aberdeen Parade in Boondall to Yurara Street in Everton Park as part of a $360 million commitment over four years. $29 million is allocated for bridge and culvert works, including planning and design for 17 projects and construction for 36 projects. $8.9 million will be invested in rehabilitating boardwalks, including the Cultural Centre Riverwalk and the renewal of Cutters Landing in New Farm.

This financial year will deliver $7.3 million worth of kerb and channel works, with projects, for example, to be delivered at Montpelier Street in Grange and Foxton Street in Morningside. 
At that time, 4.04pm, the Chair, Councillor Andrew WINES, resumed the Chair.

A key part of this Program is the investment in forward‑planning and design of our road network. This financial year, $10.5 million will pave the way for future upgrades and improvements to Brisbane's roads. Planning this year leads to work next year and beyond. It's exciting to see the on‑ground delivery of projects in our suburbs and these result from the careful planning and assessment by Council engineers.

Mr Deputy Chair, this is the work that we often don't see happening in front of us, but every year Council invests in the planning of Brisbane's transport network to ensure it is connected, flexible and accessible into the future. 

This financial year we see the new initiative, the coordination of major inner city construction projects, with unprecedented growth and numerous large-scale infrastructure projects our city is experiencing, as well as significant projects, such as the Neville Bonner Bridge, South Brisbane's new performing arts venue, Cross River Rail and our very own Metro on the way, we need to ensure the combined impacts of these infrastructure works is managed carefully and does not compromise the efficiency of the city's transport network. 

Council has initiated and is engaged in several intergovernmental committees and working groups to coordinate the management of the major inner city projects. Mr Deputy Chair, there is much to look forward to in Program 2 for 2020-21, but most importantly this is a program that our city needs. In the short term, it will generate local jobs for those who are suffering the financial blows of COVID-19. In the long term, it will help create a well-connected, safer and more efficient transport network; truly a better Brisbane. 

Thank you to the LORD MAYOR for his commitments included in Program 2 budget that will, in particular, create a safer environment for active travel across the city. I commend it to the Chamber. 

Chair:
Further speakers?

Further speakers?

Councillor GRIFFITHS, I think.

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
Yes. Thank you, Mr Chairman, for that call. It was a very interesting presentation for Infrastructure for Brisbane and I know that it was a very informative session, so thank you for that, Councillor McLACHLAN. There were a number of issues that came out through that presentation that need to be raised and need to be looked at in terms of their impact on residents. For me, one of the most interesting parts of the presentation was the often two world views we got of what's happening in Brisbane. 

I draw an example with—there was a discussion about what was happening in—and I do say LNP wards and then you get an example of what's happening in an Opposition ward. So you'd see this grand picture of how Murphy Road and Ellison Street are going from a roundabout to a major intersection and beautiful six-lane project, bike lanes, lots of new lighting. Even, I think, residents parking was put in there. Or Player Street in MacGregor—at MacGregor. Similarly, once again, beautiful work done. No expense spared in the delivery of those projects. 

Then you'd get an example of an Opposition ward and it would be a stop sign and a line marking. The amount of money being spent in LNP wards compared to Opposition wards overall is just outstanding and it's disappointing in terms of for the residents of those areas. 

I know with Kingsford Smith Drive, we've just had Councillor McLACHLAN talking about that. That's a $650 million project that is now one year behind. It's behind in delivery. It's behind for the people of Brisbane. That's $100 million per kilometre that this Administration is spending on that project. Yes, it's gold-plated. It's beautiful and I think you should be very proud of it, Councillor McLACHLAN, but it's not delivering for all the residents of Brisbane. In fact, I think while that project's going ahead, a lot of other projects are missing out and it means that major infrastructure in other parts of the city aren't happening. To give you an example, in my ward I have a very large industrial area. I have an airport, and soon will be arriving an inland rail service, and 80% of those—of that freight that will be delivered to that site will be put on trucks to be transported across the city. What is Council doing for the roads and infrastructure in that area? Nothing. Nothing. Despite years of calling for the infrastructure to be upgraded, nothing. So I'm not sure what the planning—where the planning's going with this Administration. Certainly the inner city seems to be where it's all happening. The suburbs don't seem to—well, certainly Opposition suburbs don't seem to mention a rating. So for me, roads like the Ipswich Motorway, which the State are building, we don't seem to be planning anything for Ipswich Road. Similarly, we don't seem to be planning anything for Beatty Road or Kerry Road or Oxley Road or other roads around the city. 

I am interested in the new service that is in this budget, Safer Paths for Seniors, and I will refer to the previous debate. There's a road at the corner of—there's problems at the corner of Mortimer and Beaudesert Road in waiting for repair for seniors for 18 months by this Administration. Hopefully that's a project that you can fund under this project. But I just hope, as an Opposition Councillor, that this money is distributed fairly and even across the city and, once again, not pork barrelled into LNP wards. 

We welcome the SAM for Schools sign, a $3 million the Administration is doing and, once again, hope that it can be rolled out fairly across the city. We are concerned, however, that the regular SAM program is not being extended. All Councillors—I'm sure every Councillor in this Chamber—would like to see more SAM signs in their ward, not just around schools. So the fact that this isn't being extended, but just being managed is of concern to us. Once again, there is some hidden charges in this program. One of them is the rising costs of permits. Parking permits are going up from $10 to $15 for individuals and for a family or for a household it's going up $25 to $40. That's a significant impact on people who need to buy parking permits to park and use their suburbs. It is a real blow to residents who require these permits to live where they live. This project—this Program does deliver important resources for the city. It is a vital Program, but it is one that needs to be fairly and equitably spent across the city and not just one that is spent in LNP wards. Thank you.

Chair:
Further speakers?

Councillor MATIC.

Councillor MATIC:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I also rise to speak in this budget in regards to Program 2, Infrastructure for Brisbane. Mr Chair, our city is growing at a rapid pace and we're expected to see big changes in Brisbane over the next few years. Brisbane will be busier than ever with the new international cruise terminal and new performing arts venue, new green bridges, Cross River Rail, Queen’s Wharf and the Metro transport system. Brisbane is gearing up for significant growth and this Program will play a vital role in keeping up with our city's needs. 

Program 2 invests in the maintenance of our city's assets, our roads, bridges, boardwalks, kerbing and channelling. In the new financial year, Council will continue upgrading and renewing the many wonderful assets across the city to make sure they're safe and up to standard for all who use them. Mr Chairman, this Administration has a strong track record of maintaining the assets of this city and building on that strong foundation to manage the growth and make sure that we can deal with those key issues around transport and traffic congestion. One of the key areas around that within the budget book is 2.1.3.1. 

Now, this service is responsible for a large portfolio of transport network assets. These assets are managed by using strategic asset management principles where maintenance and renewal activities are measured against levels of service and affordability and the activities in this service include renewal, maintenance and improvements to roads, kerbs and channels, bridges, culverts, line markings, signs, traffic signals, retaining walls and public lighting. 

The management of those assets, the condition assessment of those assets, design of various infrastructure maintenance projects, the grading of roads and maintenance rehabilitation of over 3,200 bridges, culverts and tunnels that support road, bikeway, pedestrian and public transport networks across Brisbane and includes associated services with other branches in the delivery of vegetation removal, signage, general repairs and ensuring the structures remain safe and functional. 

Now, the bikeway and pedestrian timber bridges under this Program will continue to be replaced with new bridge structures as we maintain the safety, serviceable condition and amenity of Council's bikeway networks for pedestrians and cyclists in urban areas, replacing cracked and damaged sections. Council and this Administration is committed to continuous innovation and improvements in managing its asset base and works with peak Australian and international bodies to research and trial cost-effective and high-performance products and materials and construction methodologies. 

This service area, Mr Chairman, sees an enormous investment. In fact, two-thirds of this budget, approximately $200 million, is allocated towards the management overall of those assets in regards to their accountability and overall value, and the core funding component of this service funds so many different areas within the Program. As I said before, asset management, and that is its strategic asset management, end-to-end life cycle. The bridge maintenance, the core inspection and maintenance of bridge and culvert infrastructure, the City Lighting program. 80% of this budget allocation funds the maintenance and operation of 109,800 public street lights across Brisbane, carried out in partnership with Energex and in that Program 2, there's the repair of those lights, the installation of glare shields, the quarterly inspection of 15,000 lights in road corridors and undertaking structural integrity tests on those poles. 

It also covers important areas around the ICB (Inner City Bypass) and its maintenance, ongoing operations and maintenance contracts, which includes 4.6 kilometres of dual-lane, divided road; eight bridge structures; three small road tunnels; and other assets. The river walkways, performing structural inspections and small maintenance activities on Council's 37 riverwalk structures. Road markings for minor roads, road surface inventory, undertaking that continual risk assessment on 21 million square metres of pavement, footpath and kerb and channel infrastructure each year. Signals management, management and maintenance of signals infrastructure, traffic CCTV (closed-circuit television) improvements, congestion reduction unit and the traffic CCTV strategy and, of course, traffic signs maintenance delivered through a model with both reactive and proactive components. We had a presentation at Committee before the break in regards to traffic signal maintenance and sign maintenance and innovation that's being undertaken all the time in improving signage and making clarity to drivers and therefore making the road safer—and, of course, overseeing the overall maintenance of our roads. 

Mr Chair, in Program 2 budget from a local perspective, I'm also glad to see continued investment in improving the Inner City Bypass, not only in its overall management, but improvements as well. As we know, this is one of the city's major transport corridors used by those living in the city and also in the suburbs. Over the past couple of years, Council has undertaken a review of the corridor to identify potential improvements. This financial year, this work will be refined and options will be developed for improvement, as well as traffic analysis for longer and medium term solutions.

Detailed design will also progress for several projects along the ICB for future construction. This planning will future-proof our city and ensure this key piece of transport infrastructure keeps up with projected growth and traffic increases. Mr Chair, this financial year, there's also investment in the city's bridges and boardwalks. Brisbane has 39 riverwalk structures spanning from Toowong Reach to Hamilton Reach. They're popular with both Brisbane residents and visitors and I am pleased to see a continued commitment to improving them. 

This budget also invests $29 million in reconstructing and rehabilitating bridges and culverts across the city, including the Story Bridge. Keeping our bridges and riverwalks in top condition is another way this program is future-proofing Brisbane. Because as our city grows, these important pieces of infrastructure that draw in visitors and grow the Brisbane lifestyle will become more valuable more than ever. As I said before, Council's road network has over 5,780 kilometres. Each year, Council invests significantly in the maintenance of these and, in this financial year, I'm glad to see $90 million commitment towards road resurfacing.

Again, Mr Chair, this program has a track record for delivering important infrastructure upgrades in every part of the city. Last year, in my ward, congestion busting works at Miskin Street in Toowong, safe school travel infrastructure for Red Hill Special School and road improvements for Milton Road delivered real improvements for how residents move around the ward and in the local area. 

This financial year I am pleased to see that Program 2 includes upgrades for the intersection of Kelvin Grove Road and Blamey Street, which should be an important congestion busting project for that growing community in that QUT (Queensland University of Technology) Kelvin Grove Village precinct as we see more students and more residents in there, a congestion-busting project for Arthur Terrace in Red Hill, which is a major corridor through ward. It sees a significant amount of traffic come through what is effectively residential areas. An investment in Coronation Drive, including rehabilitation of its retaining walls. 

Mr Chair, this program area is significant in what it delivers, but it continues to deliver on what is important across our city: on maintaining assets and making sure that we continue to grow and develop for a growing city. By doing that, we can stay ahead of the game in regards to traffic congestion and meeting the needs of the wider community, but importantly also, from a ward perspective, not only for myself, but for all Councillors in this Chamber, those local projects that will mean such an important difference.

Now, I've got road construction works undertaken in Petrie Terrace and, as I mentioned before, Arthur Terrace, but also the key works in this area, which are delivered by Councillor MARX in Asset Services around resurfacing. All of these different projects work hand in hand to make sure that we are delivering for the people of Brisbane. As I said from the beginning, this Administration has a long track record of making sure that we get the basics covered, that we make sure that we deliver on all of those things that residents expect of us. 

Being able to deal with the infrastructure, with traffic congestion, by working hand in glove with other Program areas around public transport, footpath maintenance, road resurfacing, kerbing and channelling, all of these work together to make sure that Brisbane continues to be a leading city and this Administration keeps continuing to deliver on what's important for Brisbane and making sure that we get the job right. Thank you, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes. Thank you, Mr Chair. I rise to speak on Program 2, Infrastructure for Brisbane. Can I just say how disappointed I am in the delivery of this Program for Tennyson Ward residents. This is one of the parts of the budget which I make an extensive submission on to the LORD MAYOR each year and each year projects are just not forthcoming. So, I'd like to start with the following. There are projects being rolled over in this year's budget from last year. For example, last year, Council allocated $198,000 to the Ipswich Road/Cracknell Road intersection. It's an extension of the turning lane, which is in Tennyson Ward, and it goes into Moorooka Ward. That project has been rolled over and as we heard from Councillor McLACHLAN, there's no change to the scope, but now suddenly it's costing $331,000. So, again, this is the failure to deliver a project promised last year and now, because of the delays or the problems or whatever it is—there's no explanation about why it's costing $140,000 more than they said last year. That's not good enough. 

The other project in my ward last year, which was also not delivered and cut, despite my asking it to be reallocated elsewhere, was $74,000 in funding for some sort of line markings on Oxley Road for a turning lane into Quarry Road. When I questioned this, I was told in writing by a senior Council officer that it was—the project had been developed on the basis of a resident request. I thought, well, hang on a minute. I've been here 12 years and not a single person in 12 years has ever said they want that kind of turning lane at that intersection. They definitely want a turning lane out of Quarry Road into Oxley Road, but never once has someone said they want one turning into Quarry Road. So, I did a file request. Lo and behold, no residents requests. In the—when I queried the officer again with this, I was told that there were no records of any requests by residents for the project. So, let's be clear. Last year, Council funded a project in my ward that no one asked for. When I said, hey, this is not right, you should reallocate that funding elsewhere, they ignored me for months, until I moved a motion in this place and complained to the LORD MAYOR.

I am disgusted—disgusted—at the way the traffic part of this Council is being run and there is a significant problem that's happened in the past year. I want to put any officer listening on notice that giving me the incorrect information and giving that incorrect information to my residents is just not acceptable any longer. We were also, as a Council, given an incorrect petition response just a few weeks ago, where we were told traffic surveys would be undertaken in Chelmer at a later point this year, but Council had done them earlier this year. So, again, both the Council and the residents and myself were misled. 

Something is really wrong. Number one, the local projects in Tennyson Ward that my residents and I have been asking for the best part of a decade are being ignored. Number two, when projects come forward, they're not reflective of what we're asking for locally and what we need locally, whether they're small or big. Number three, when there is a problem, Council is unwilling to negotiate, discuss, do anything with my office to look at how we can reallocate that funding. The Quarry Road project is a—is just a shocking failure by Council, in my view, with respect to this money.

It's not like Tennyson Ward gets a lot of money in the budget, but to put money in for a project, a phantom project, no one asked for and then to take it out despite me asking for it to go elsewhere is just not on. So I don't have a lot of confidence in what Council is doing. I note there are a few small projects in my ward that I've already started asking questions about. There's $70,000 for some sort of footpath outside Oxley State School. I mean, that will probably get 100 metres of footpath somewhere, so I look forward to seeing what that will actually be. 

Most interestingly, there is $2.1 million for a set of traffic lights at the intersection of Ponsonby Street and Ipswich Road, which we now know is dependent on Federal Government funding, which no one's asked for. Again, I've been here 12 years. I mean, people do actually talk to me. I'm a bit shocked that suddenly after Council's main reason for reducing speed along Ipswich Road, for saying they can't put turning lanes in at Venner Road is they don't want to slow traffic down. 

They want to whack a brand new set of traffic lights at the intersection of Ponsonby Street and Ipswich Road in Annerley that the residents know nothing about, that I know nothing about and not a single person in 12 years has ever raised with me as being something that they wanted. So you can be sure I'll be digging into what's going on with that project, because it is problematic that that funding is not being redirected into one of the most dangerous intersections in my ward, which is the intersection of Ipswich Road and Venner Road. 

I'm really disappointed that Council continues to ignore this crash hotspot. It's dangerous for pedestrians. There's no cycling infrastructure. There's no proper turning lanes for vehicles. It is just dead-set dangerous. So I'm extremely disappointed that Council has failed to deliver what I would say are pretty basic services for pedestrians, cyclists and drivers in my ward. I also will just flag that I don't know if there is any money to progress planning for the widening, not raising of the low rail bridge at Sherwood. Perhaps it's tucked away in some sort of planning program that I can't see, but I flag I will be progressing that. 

I note that it wasn't my own Council that bothered to tell me that there was an MOU (memorandum of understanding) underway. My State member, who is the Transport Minister, told me. That's something I've been pushing for years and years. It is a terrible bottleneck and we need to ensure that it is much safer for pedestrians, cyclists and vehicles. The pedestrian access and cycling access is pretty much non-existent there. It's very dangerous. I hope there is some money to actually progress planning from Council's point of view in this budget somewhere as well. 

Now, because Council has failed to deliver the important projects in my ward that I think are necessary and that residents are asking me for, I have an amendment to the budget, which I will just pull up. I will send that through now. I've sent that through. I flag I do need a seconder for this, so I'm hoping someone will it second it for me. 

MOTION FOR AMENDMENT TO PROGRAM 2 INFRASTRUCTURE FOR BRISBANE:
	747/2019-20
It was moved by Councillor Nicole JOHNSTON, seconded by Councillor Steve GRIFFITHS, that Program 2 Infrastructure for Brisbane be amended as follows:

That Council reallocates $350,000 from programme Service 2.1.1.1 Plan and Design the Network expense to:

1. 2.1.2.2 Improve Local Transport Networks for:

a) Two new refuge crossing points on Park Drive, Graceville to improve pedestrian safety near Graceville State School $100,000.
b) New zebra crossing on Appel St, Graceville to improve pedestrian safety near Graceville Station $60,000.
c) A local area traffic management solution for Egmont St, Sherwood $120,000.
2. and to Service 2.1.2.3 Traffic Reduction Initiatives for:

a) Design and planning for intersection upgrade including fully controlled turning lanes at Venner Rd and Ipswich Rd Annerley.


Chair:
Has that been—it's being circulated at the moment.  

Councillor JOHNSTON, to the amendment, please. Ten minutes. 

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes. Thank you. I do thank Councillor GRIFFITHS and the Labor Party for seconding this, because I've literally just put this on the table. It is all related to my ward and I just feel that my residents are paying rates in this city and they are not getting the service that they need. I really think that we should be investing into the things that have been waiting on Council's capital list for some time. The Egmont Street LATM (Local Area Traffic Management) is the first LATM I ever consulted on. It's at least a decade it's been sitting on Council's waiting list. Haven't actually had a local traffic management solution or an LATM in my ward for the past 10‑plus years.


I'm really disappointed that we're not seeing the right solutions coming forward for Tennyson Ward. There's so many things that need doing. The other one is the zebra crossing on Appel Street, Graceville. Well, what a schmozzle that was. Whilst Council and I still disagree on the design, I note that there's no money in this budget anywhere to undertake the promised consultation—promised by the Council officers, promised by the LORD MAYOR when this came to Council a few weeks ago. There doesn't appear to be any money at a project level sitting in the budget and perhaps Councillor McLACHLAN can enlighten us. It perhaps is sitting in a schedule that is not transparent to Councillors. 

But we need safer crossing points to public transport. It's a no-brainer to me. I mean, the State is upgrading these stations for universal access, but it's not safe to cross the Council road, because there is no refuge, there is no zebra crossing. Our whole objective as a city and as a Council is to improve access to public and active transport. This Council has let residents down. It's a zebra crossing. I've been at this now since the station was completed.  

It was—Council told me that after the station was done, we'd get the zebra crossing or a refuge. They told me it'd probably be suitable for a zebra crossing, so that was five years ago and then I waited for the station upgrade, which took two or a bit over two years and for the last two I've been pushing for Council just to put a zebra crossing in, so that residents can get across Appel Street to use the train station. I mean, it's just—it's so important. These are basic, basic projects that we should be delivering. 

The two new refuge-crossing points on Park Drive at Graceville near Graceville State School, one of the two at the intersection of Verney Road has been on the list since Jane Prentice was the Councillor, so that's 12-plus years. The other one is from the first time Graceville State School did Active School Travel, which is six or seven years ago. We have a school of 900 children and they need a safe-crossing point on Park Drive. There is not one now and that is one of the two entrances to the school. 

These are basic projects that will improve safety for pedestrians in my area that will make local streets safer, that will reduce the impact of vehicles in these streets. They are small, simple projects that will be well supported in my community and can be easily delivered by Council by reallocating this $350,000. Now, the area from which I'm suggesting the funding be reallocated, essentially, there's millions of dollars in this program. This is a tiny, tiny reallocation. It doesn't affect anybody else's projects, so let me be clear: nobody else will be impacted by this change. There will still be—where are we—$9.2 million left in this program, so what I'm asking for is a tiny, tiny reallocation of funding. $9.2 million left to deliver the rest of this program. Most importantly, however, and 18 months after Dr Geoff Copland has died, Council has still done nothing to improve safety on Venner Road. In my view, Council must, must, fully control the intersection of Ipswich Road and Venner Road and Waterton Street, so there are turning lanes, there are traffic arrows and pedestrians, cyclists and vehicles have safe access and safe travel options around Annerley. Venner Road is a hugely busy road. It is an accident-crash hotspot. 


A gentleman died, because that intersection is so dysfunctional and the level of cars banked back went back hundreds and hundreds and hundreds of metres, in combination with a driver that did the wrong thing, an innocent pedestrian standing on the corner, on the footpath, was killed. Yet, Council has done nothing. I know what Council wants to do and it's a diabolical solution. This is a major east-west connection for residents who live in Annerley, Yeronga, Fairfield, Tarragindi and beyond. We don't have a lot of them, because of the low rail bridges in my ward and this is a key east-west connection that needs to be fully controlled by traffic lights including turning lanes.


We need to start doing the planning for this project and there would be $70,000 left out of the $350,000 to undertake that planning work this year. I cannot sit back in good conscience and watch Council fail to deliver the necessary projects that Tennyson Ward residents are calling out for. It is just extraordinary to me that this set of traffic lights at Ponsonby Street has been proposed. 

Again, because there's just no information about it and I've called for the files and asked questions, I—having cut that project, because I just don't know what it's about, but I am seeking more information about that and may come back to that project in session in Council later. But what we need to do now is deliver practical local solutions for pedestrians, cyclists and drivers to ensure that they can get around our neighbourhoods safely. For me, my community is active. It's on foot all the time. I have six schools along Oxley Road. It is a hugely busy precinct. I've got multiple schools off Fairfield Road, off Ipswich Road. 

We desperately need solutions that make it safer for children to get to school, for communities to get to public and active transport and to deter through traffic from local side streets and to ensure that where there are major intersections, the right engineering and design solution has been proposed to make it safe. More than anything else, Ipswich Road and Venner Road needs action by Council. I don't want to see somebody else die—die. We had two deaths in the past few years up at Annerley junction as well at the lights there. The community I represent is appalled that Council is doing nothing.

There are hundreds of accidents along this intersection. I get reports almost every week about what's happening at Venner Road and Ipswich Road with crashes and it is because that intersection does not have turning lanes, does not have arrows and is not fully controlled. People's lives are at risk with Council's inaction. I'd certainly like to do a lot more in this program but, again, I don't want to be greedy. I'm not taking money from any other person's funding. 

I'm certainly not proposing that we cut the priorities of the Administration, but what I am saying is that there are projects in Tennyson Wards that are important and necessary that can be funded with a very small reallocation and can deliver huge benefits to the local community that I represent. I urge Council to support the amendment before us today. The projects that Council is putting forward, they're cutting later without saying anything about it. They're not supported by residents. It's very unclear to me why Council's doing some of these projects. 

I know these are projects that residents over a decade have been consistently asking me for. It's a small allocation of funding and it will go a long way to improve safety around local streets in Tennyson Ward and I urge all Councillors to support the amendment.

Chair:
Further speakers to the amendment. 

Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Just to say really quickly, I think this is a common-sense amendment and I think the Administration in general could be doing a much better job of working with local Councillors to identify their priorities for infrastructure spending. I've felt similarly frustrated in my own ward where projects that I don't believe are priorities and which residents don't consider to be priorities seem to get allocated funding, while the most urgently needed pedestrian safety and intersection upgrades go ignored. 

So, I can understand where Councillor JOHNSTON is coming from and while I don't know the area anywhere near as well as she does, I think her concerns about pedestrian safety are entirely reasonable. I'm happy to support this amendment.

Chair:
Further speakers to the amendment. 

I see no further speakers. 

Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes. Just briefly to sum up, I thank Councillor SRI for speaking and I agree with him completely. He's hit the nail on the head here. We are not being consulted as local Councillors. The most pointless meeting I have every year is with the traffic—the TNO (Transport Network Operations) team, who say, what are your priorities, Councillor? I give them to them, including these matters that are before us today, and they go away and they never fund it. It's a shameful process by Council. It's become a joke, in my view. 

It reflects poorly on the Council officers that they then go away and projects that they tell me are not their priorities and are not my priorities and are not residents' priorities get funded instead of the ones that should be funded. So there is something wrong with this process, there is something sick about how Council is managing this process and it needs to change. The LNP can start right now, today, and vote for this amendment. There's—I don't know, whatever it is—$2.5 billion of money that this Council is allocating. I'm asking for $350,000 of it to go to four small local road safety projects in Tennyson Ward. 

Just to be clear to anybody listening, they don't impact on anybody else's projects. I'm not taking money from any other Councillor. The funding comes out of a core part of Council's roads program and it certainly can be allocated for this purpose. These are sensible, practical projects that will improve safety and amenity for the local communities that I represent. Most importantly, they will support safe travel for students heading to school and commuters heading to public transport. It would start planning to fix a dangerous intersection where Council must take action. 

I think one of the most interesting parts of this over the years is that the LNP just vote against motions in my area and refuse to even put their concerns or reasons why they object on the record. This term I've made a decision to change the way that I will be communicating with my residents. I will be reporting to them on a regular basis throughout the year—I haven't decided whether that will be quarterly or more frequently—about the motions that the LNP votes against in my ward. I will be making it very clear to the residents that I represent, that the LNP fails to support local projects in my ward. 

I will do that now as strongly as I can and any LNP candidate at the local, State or Federal level that decides to run for a seat within Tennyson Ward will be held to account for their failure through their LNP colleagues to support local projects in Tennyson Ward. I have had enough of this Council's inaction. I have had enough of this Council's failure to do the important projects needed. I'm not even talking about the big ones. There are really big projects in my ward that need to be done. I mean, what's the point? They just won't do them. But I've taken the view over the years that we need to fix the local things to make it easier for local residents.

I can tell you now, if there is anybody thinking about running out my way, you will be held to your failure to support projects in my ward. I am sick to death of the inaction of this LNP Administration, particularly the LORD MAYOR. This is his budget. He makes the ultimate decisions about what's funded. I put these things into my budget submissions and they are ignored. I discuss them with Council officers and they are ignored. I put motions to the Council Chamber and they are voted down without debate, without explanation and that is shameful behaviour by the LNP. From now on, I will be publicly sharing this information with my community. 


I will be holding the LNP to account for their failure to support Tennyson Ward and the suburbs in Tennyson Ward and explaining to them how the funding that they pay in huge amounts of rates each years goes off to all these other LNP wards, particularly those on the northside disproportionately. It is not reasonable what this Administration is doing and I am absolutely going to change the way that I communicate with my residents—

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON, your time has expired, please. 

Thank you. 

I will now put the amendment. 

The Chair put the motion for the amendment to Program 2 Infrastructure for Brisbane to the Chamber resulting in it being declared lost on the voices.
Thereupon, Councillors Nicole JOHNSTON and Jonathan SRI immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared lost.
The voting was as follows:

AYES: 2 -
Councillors Nicole JOHNSTON and Jonathan SRI.

NOES: 19 -
The DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, and Councillors Greg ADERMANN, Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Tracy DAVIS, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, Sarah HUTTON, Sandy LANDERS, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, Peter MATIC, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Angela OWEN, Steven TOOMEY and Andrew WINES.

ABSTENTIONS: 5 -
The Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Jared CASSIDY, and Councillors Kara COOK, Peter CUMMING, Steve GRIFFITHS and Charles STRUNK.
Chair:
I will now return to the program debate. 

Are there any further speakers? 

Councillor ATWOOD.

Councillor ATWOOD:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I also rise to speak on the Program 2 budget for the upcoming 2020-21 financial year. Mr Chair, I would like to show my support for this budget, in particular its commitment to increasing safety and accessibility right around our schools. 

This is something I'm very passionate about, not just as a mother of two young children, but as a Councillor for Doboy Ward, I have a number of schools on main roads, including Carina State School on Creek Road, Tingalpa State School and Cannon Hill State School on Wynnum Road, which is a thoroughfare for communities passing by during peak times, and the Moreton Bay Girls College, which is on Wondall Road, also a very busy road. 

I'm sure that every single one of us in our virtual Chamber meeting this afternoon can agree that children are just simply unpredictable and it's important that we keep the local traffic networks around our schools safe, not only for the students, but the family member and carers when travelling to and from school. Now, this budget didn't just implement one major improvement, but three. This is evident of our LORD MAYOR's dedication to improving the safety around our schools and his experience as a young father himself. 

Can I just say one thing? I'm actually really grateful about working with our experienced LNP team in Council is how we have a well-balanced team, with 10 female Councillors, 10 male Councillors, all varying in ages. Having such a broad range of experience helps this City Hall Administration connect with our community and improve our city, such as extending the very popular Slow Down for SAM initiative to help better protect our city's schools. Slow Down for SAM was first implemented back in 2013 and over the years we have seen SAM dress up for Christmas, Easter, Ekka and Halloween periods. 

Slow Down for SAM is one of our most successful measures to help reduce speed right across our city. According to our traffic management team, the data captured by SAM has demonstrated the success of the program, showing an average reduction of about 8.7 kilometres per hour by those initially alerted of exceeding the speed limit. An independent study conducted by RACQ in June 2018 also showed that approximately 63% of people agreed that SAM has a positive impact and 71% of our Brisbane residents want more SAMs around our city. Brisbane, we're doing just that.

Our LORD MAYOR, Adrian SCHRINNER, has committed an additional $2.9 million to deliver 100 speed awareness monitors in school zones over the next four years. With more and more families opting to walk or cycle to school, we need to target speeding issues in our local streets, obviously, and especially around our schools. I understand schools with speeding issues will be prioritised to reduce the potential for accidents and create road networks that encourage active school travel. 

I know that SAM signs in my ward have been proven to be very effective and I believe that this will be a fantastic way to reduce speeding around our schools. I look forward to working with our Slow Down for SAM team and advocating for sign locations in the Doboy Ward. 

Now, the second initiative in this Program is the Safe School Travel Infrastructure initiative, which is a partnership between Council and the State Government. This financial year, Council is investing in $913,000 towards improving bicycle, pedestrian, bus and vehicle facilities around schools to improve safety for students and their families and carers.

The third initiative included in this year's school safety initiative—sorry—includes traffic management improvements. Council is dedicated to working with our local schools to create safer zones around them. We've done approximately 200 already, but we've got a few more to go through, and we're committed to this. Traffic management improvements include construction of intersection upgrades, refuge crossings and children's crossings around schools. These sorts of works not only improve safety, but also reduce congestion in our local streets. 

It pairs well with Council's Active School Travel program by focusing on crossings around schools and encouraging more students to get active by riding their bikes, scooting or walking to school. Mr Chair, it's promising to see that the Infrastructure for Brisbane Program has got its priorities right. School safety is really important to everybody and it's these sorts of investments that will keep our children safe on their way to and from school. Right across Brisbane, Program 2 is improving infrastructure in the city and its 190 suburbs. 

The one last project I really wanted to show my appreciation for was the recent upgrades to Queensport and Murrarie Roads in my ward of Doboy. These roads link up with the Murrarie train station and cyclists between the Gateway Bridge and Murarrie Recreation Reserve, which is the northern end of the Minnippi bikeway and it's also home to the Balmoral Cycling Club. Over the past two months, Council's construction team have made significant improvements to pedestrian safety, with new pedestrian islands, footpaths and also improved cyclist safety, with dedicated bike lanes on either side of Queensport Road. 

So thank you to Damien, Ryan, and your teams for carrying out such an amazing upgrade, which is really important to my community. Thank you.

Chair:
Further speakers.


Councillor CASSIDY.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Thank you, Chair. Speaking on Program 2, the most notable project here for us and something that has been on the minds of so many Brisbane residents and traders on Racecourse Road over the last few years, of course, is the Kingsford Smith Drive project, which we should have seen completed last year, if we were to believe the rhetoric of this Administration and the newsletter they were putting out and pumping out with the LORD MAYOR's face all of them, first Councillor Quirk and then Councillor SCHRINNER and no doubt Councillor McLACHLAN locally. 


That timeframe showed the construction should have been completed in 2019, very conveniently just before the last Council election. That didn't go to plan for the Administration, of course. We know that that continues to cause pain for residents here in Brisbane. Spending in this year's budget and the capital items here in this year's budget is $100 million less in this program than it was about two years ago—this time two years ago, $464 million two years ago, just down to $319 million this year. We know that that is a result of the way in which this Administration carries out major projects.


You have to look no further than that Kingsford Smith Drive project, Chair. So the $70 million blowout on the contingency, which is widely reported and being 12 months late. We know that if this project was done on time and was done properly within budget, that contingency would have been returned to Council and would not have needed to have been used. We know that local businesses suffered through that, through the four years of construction and those businesses are having the double whammy now of COVID-19. They were suffering a long time before that. 

In a Brisbane Times article of April 2020, at Hamilton—and this is quoted in that article, Chair—at Hamilton, 1 Racecourse Road, a restaurant with a veranda on Racecourse estimated its trade was down 50% after four years of roadworks. Daytime manager, Emma Hong, said it had been four years since traffic had been, in her words, ‘normal’ around the suburb. ‘We've seen a lot less customers’, she said. So this year, you would think it should be well and truly wrapped up. The pain should be over for those people. 

There should be an end in sight, but there's another $48.5 million to be spent on the Kingsford Smith Drive project this year. It's the like the song that never ends. It keeps going on and on, my friends. I can barely imagine how galling it must be for traders down there in Councillor McLACHLAN's ward along that route to hear a Chair of the Committee, who was also their local Councillor, so delusional to continue to boast that the Kingsford Smith Drive project is on time. He continues to say it's on time. He continues to say it's just about finished. He keeps saying it's 90% completed. It's basically done. It's all great.

But I think people down there know that it's not all great and I think people around Brisbane know that this is more an overblown monument to an Administration that has sucked the life out of citywide congestion busting projects, just to save one minute of time than it is a genuinely good piece of infrastructure for this city. We know traders desperately dipped into their own super, because of the year long—the years long delays and many shut up shop. 

So that blow out, that $70 million blowout, which should have been returned to Council as an unspent contingency, if this was a project that was managed properly and competently, certainly could have fixed the 2,000 kilometres of broken footpaths many times over. So, Chair, there's still no sight in end. I have no confidence that this project will be done this year and, if it's close to being done, it's going to be five minutes to midnight on 31 December, I suspect. 

On opening-level crossings, Chair, we see it's not directly listed under the service item, but looking at the expenditure figures on page 34 for Beams Road, we surmised that that is Council's contribution to the Beams Road open-level crossing and I would certainly like to congratulate the State Member for Aspley, Bart Mellish, in securing the $128 million, the lion's share of that project, as announced over the weekend. It's a fantastic project that is just on the border of my ward and the Bracken Ridge Ward with Councillor LANDERS. 

I know that the State Labor Government is particularly pleased with the LORD MAYOR coming to the table with extra funding to make sure that this project could go ahead and I know that the State member there has been fighting for this project for a long time. So it's fantastic to see the LORD MAYOR and Councillor McLACHLAN supporting this fantastic Labor project on the northside of Brisbane and stumping that extra cash to ensure that Bart Mellish is able to deliver this project as promised. I know that's a fantastic outcome for the local community. 

But on other projects, other jointly-funded projects, Councillor McLACHLAN in the information sessions was unable to talk to other projects which had been listed for funding with the Federal Government's COVID-19 works. There was $220 million worth of projects bid for and, looking at those, there is only about—there's three, maybe four that have some form of Council funding in this year's budget, which is quite clearly a component of the funding, looking at the funding that has been bid for to the Federal Government. 

So if the Federal Government doesn't stump up for these projects, and they're not ones that Councillor McLACHLAN ran through at the start of his presentation here, we can assume then that those projects, like at Loreto College, Coorparoo; Bracken Ridge State High School; Rickett Road corridor upgrade at Ransome; and the Gresham Street bridge at Ashgrove are not—the Federal Government doesn't stump up funding for those. That at some point at a budget review, one, two or three, we're going to have to see more money put into them or those projects scrapped altogether. So there are certainly questions to be asked there. 

In terms of consultation with key stakeholders, we've done a bit of that ourselves as we've alluded to through our proposals for a comprehensive mobility plan and in talking with stakeholders like the RACQ, it's a bit of a familiar story to what Opposition Councillors come up against, where we talk to Council officers and put our submissions into the LORD MAYOR with projects that have great local merit and then see them completely ignored. 

I see the list here on the RACQ’s recommended projects for the BCC transport network, their budget submission essentially, and I looked through the list of those high priority projects. Stanley Street corridor, Woolloongabba, no funding. Coonan Street, Oxley Street and Walter Taylor Bridge corridor, no funding. Ipswich Road corridor, Annerley to Woolloongabba, no funding. Enoggera Road and Kelvin Grove Road corridor, no funding. Countess Street, Skew Street, Roma Street, William Jolly Bridge corridor, no funding. Bowen Bridge Road, Brunswick Street, Gibb Street corridor, no funding. Open-level crossings, well, we did get some funding there, of course. Carseldine, yes, but all the others, no funding. Coopers Plains, Coorparoo, Alderley, Carseldine, Lindum, Runcorn and Wacol. 

When it comes to intersection upgrades, Vulture Street, River Terrace, no funding; Old Cleveland Road, no funding; Waterworks Road and Musgrave Road, no funding; Coronation Drive, Park Road and Hale Street intersections, no funding; Fairfield Road and Venner Road intersection, they've listed, no funding, as we know; Logan Road and O'Keefe Street roundabout, no funding;. Milton Road and Miskin Street roundabout, no funding; Old Cleveland Road and Cavendish Road intersection, no funding; Rochedale Road and Miles Platting Road intersection, no funding. But, wait, the list goes on, Chair. Underwood Road intersection, no funding—

Chair:
Councillor CASSIDY.

Councillor CASSIDY, I don't mind you referring to things that are of—in general, but you've spent a lot of time saying what's not here, but strictly the rules actually you have to say you have to talk about what is actually there. 

So, if I can just draw you back to the substance of the Program, please.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Well—

Councillor SRI:
Point of order, Chair.

Chair:
Point of order, Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
I'm sorry to interject, but we have had previous rulings in this Chamber that it is appropriate to talk about projects which should have been funded under a Budget Program and it would be a highly censorious and excessive limitation on free speech to prevent someone from arguing what ought to have been funded and insist that they only argue—

Chair:
I find the point you're making fair, but your point of argument hyperbolic. So, no, I am a true believer in freedom of speech and I'm not censoring anyone to ask them to just talk about—and I've allowed Councillor CASSIDY to talk for some minutes—

Councillors interjecting.

Chair:
All I'm saying, I've allowed—

Councillors interjecting. 

Chair:
I've allowed some dozens of items to say what's not there. I'm just asking him in his last 80 seconds to talk about what's there, please. 

Councillor CASSIDY. 

Councillor CASSIDY:
Thank you, Chair. So in the last—that is the point, I suppose, that I'm trying to make. 

This is the experience that we have as Opposition Councillors in putting good projects forward in consultation with our communities through the budget process with our local Council officers, through TPO (Transport Planning and Operations) and through people through the division in—infrastructure division, right up to the LORD MAYOR when we put those submissions in and we see that decisions are made that don't take into account both the advice from key stakeholders and also the advice from Councillors who are representing their community, so that is certainly the point I was making there. 

Some of the local projects that I'm very proud to have secured funding for, though, after—and again this after many years of working with the community to get those, is particularly good for my community—at Flinders Parade, Sandgate. That was a project that started out just being a couple of pedestrian crossings and working with the community and consulting with and surveying them alongside Council. We've been then able to beef that project up to include speed platforms, as well as zebra crossings through there, which will make it a particularly safe space for people who not only use it as locals, but people who visit the Sandgate foreshore area from right across Brisbane. The Shorncliffe State School traffic management plan improvement, something that has been on—

Chair:
Councillor CASSIDY, your time has expired.

Councillor CASSIDY:
—that list for many years, so I'm very grateful to get funding for that.

Chair:
It has reached the conclusion of today's business, so may I have a resolution to adjourn until tomorrow morning, please.

ADJOURNMENT:

	748/2019-20
At that time, 5:05pm, it was resolved on the motion of Councillor Sandy LANDERS, seconded by Councillor Sarah HUTTON, that the meeting adjourn until 9am on Thursday, 25 June 2020.


Chair:
Thank you, everybody. 

We'll see you in the morning. 

UPON RESUMPTION:
FOURTH DAY – Thursday 25 June 2020
PRESENT:

The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR (Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER) – LNP

The Chair of Council, Councillor Andrew WINES (Enoggera Ward) – LNP

	LNP Councillors (and Wards) 
	ALP Councillors (and Wards)

	Krista ADAMS (Holland Park) (Deputy Mayor)

Greg ADERMANN (Pullenvale)
Adam ALLAN (Northgate)
Lisa ATWOOD (Doboy)
Amanda COOPER (Bracken Ridge)
Fiona CUNNINGHAM (Coorparoo)
Tracy DAVIS (McDowall)
Fiona HAMMOND (Marchant) 
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Steven HUANG (MacGregor)
Sarah HUTTON (Jamboree)
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Kim MARX (Runcorn)

David McLACHLAN (Hamilton)

Ryan MURPHY (Chandler)
Angela OWEN (Calamvale)

Steven TOOMEY (The Gap) (Deputy Chair of Council)
	Peter CUMMING (Wynnum Manly) (The Leader of the Opposition)
Jared CASSIDY (Deagon) (Deputy Leader of the Opposition)
Kara COOK (Morningside)
Steve GRIFFITHS (Moorooka)

Charles STRUNK (Forest Lake)


	
	Queensland Greens Councillor (and Ward)

Jonathan SRI (The Gabba)

	
	Independent Councillor (and Ward)

Nicole JOHNSTON (Tennyson)


RESUMPTION OF DEBATE ON THE 2020-21 BUDGET:

The Chair, Councillor Andrew WINES, declared the adjourned meeting open and continued as follows.

Chair:
We are on the Program area 2, Infrastructure for Brisbane, continuation from yesterday evening. 

Are there any further speakers? 

Councillor MACKAY.

Councillor LANDERS:
Point of order, Chair.

Chair:
Point of order, Councillor LANDERS.

Councillor LANDERS:
Chair, I have an apology.

Chair:
Oh, excuse me, yes. 

Apologies. 
APOLOGY:

749/2019-20

An apology was submitted on behalf of Councillor Peter MATIC, and he was granted leave of absence from the meeting on the motion of Councillor Sandy LANDERS, seconded by Councillor Angela OWEN.
Chair:
Are there any other apologies? 

Thank you. 

All right, I will now call for speakers on Program area 2, Infrastructure for Brisbane. 
I believe I called Councillor MACKAY. 

Councillor MACKAY.

Councillor MACKAY:
Thank you, Chair. I rise to speak in support of the 2021 Program 2 budget. Chair, an important portion of the works undertaken in Infrastructure for Brisbane is the planning and the design of our road network. This financial year, Council will invest in the planning of key corridors and roads across Brisbane. It is this work that will ensure our roads are able to handle the future needs of the city. 

There’s a lot of planning and design that goes in on the background to keep our city moving. Each year Council’s Transport Planning and Operations team conduct a significant amount of traffic modelling to support future project design, coordinates implementation of Council’s Transport Plan, provides input into policies and plans by other levels of government, analyses neighbourhood plans from a transport perspective, and assesses development applications.

Councillor McLACHLAN mentioned that the development of a new program called Coordination of Major Inner City Construction Projects. This is an initiative that I fully support, given major infrastructure projects that are already and will be carried out in Brisbane in the coming years. These are large scale infrastructure projects that will undoubtedly have impacts to our roads, bikeways and public transport services. With many of these projects occurring at the same time, the potential impacts need to be properly assessed with mitigation measures put in place to ensure the city continues to run smoothly. I’m glad to see Council being a driver of a stakeholder group that will achieve this goal.

I’m particularly enthusiastic about the planning of the Indooroopilly roundabout upgrade as part of Council’s Better Roads to Brisbane commitment. Most of the people on the west side will be familiar with the intersection of Moggill Road and Coonan Street, also known as the Indooroopilly roundabout. These are two arterial roads that link the city’s outer west and south-west suburbs to the CBD. It’s a very busy intersection with over 55,000 vehicles using it each day. Unfortunately, it also sees a high rate of crashes, with 32 recorded in a five-year period. There is clearly work that needs to be done here, and Council, in partnership with the Federal Government, is making this happen.

In September last year, Council put this project out for community consultation. More than 19,000 residents were canvassed for their feedback on two options to improve safety and tackle congestion at this intersection. The community overwhelmingly were positive about the upgrade, with 82% of the community response voting in favour for an upgrade and choosing an overpass option for the intersection. I am pleased to say that, in this financial year, we’ll be completing detailed design for this project. 

This Council is getting on with the job of delivering our infrastructure to improve safety and reduce congestion. This roundabout is a chokepoint in the network, and this upgrade will ensure that people get home quicker and safer. 

I’d also like to say thank you to Julian Simmonds, the Federal Member for Ryan, for his keen advocacy for this project, and Chair, if you’ll indulge me, congratulations to Julian and family on the new arrival. I’d also like to say thank you to the Federal Government who also recently wrote to Council confirming they will increase their contribution to this project by double, from $25 million to $50 million. I’m also glad to see more important planning work being invested in and around Walter Taylor Ward this year, with preliminary road design funding going towards the intersection of Milton Road and Croydon Street in Toowong. This intersection is notoriously busy, and an efficient road design improvement is welcome.

With my remaining time, I’d like to mention some key projects that will be delivered by the Schrinner Administration under this budget. A critical intersection upgrade at Fig Tree Pocket Road and Kenmore Road will begin this year. This notorious black spot was unfortunately the site of yet another serious crash just this last Monday. The installation of traffic lights will alleviate serious concerns for safety. 

As road improvements and traffic safety are of great importance to me, I applaud the decision to deliver funding for the traffic calming in Indooroopilly’s Carinya Street. This will reduce proven rat running and improve safety for the residents through this corridor and in the precinct in general. 

Another road safety improvement Walter Taylor will see this year is the construction of a pedestrian crossing on Swan Road in St Lucia. At the same intersection, Chair, design will be undertaken for a cycleway and accessibility improvements on Gailey Road in Taringa. For anyone who has ridden up that hill, you would know what I mean about it being a pinch point at the roundabout. St Lucia will also see the dangerous Sir Fred Schonell and Coldridge intersection upgraded to include a dedicated right-turn signal. At the entry of the UQ campus, this intersection sees many cars pass through it every day.

Finally, I’ll conclude with a short story of a man named Denis. In 1980, Taringa resident Denis started writing to his local Councillor seeking kerb and channel for a road near his home. He campaigned for 40 years thereafter, and I am pleased that this Administration has been able to finally deliver the kerb and channel which will stop washouts and improve road safety. I will continue to work for more pedestrian safety improvements throughout St Lucia, Toowong and, of course, the other suburbs in Walter Taylor. Thank you, Chair.

Chair:
Further speakers?


Councillor STRUNK.

Councillor STRUNK:
Thank you, Chair; I enter the debate in this Program to speak on the Infrastructure for Brisbane. Mr Chair, this program is responsible for Brisbane road networks and key transport infrastructures, so let’s go through some of the projects that continue to be an issue, whether it be in delays, overruns, or just poor delivery.


Mr Chair, probably the biggest ticket item that is foremost in my mind, and it was when I first became a Councillor, and it’s now four years into that, in that we’ve started the second term, and it’s Kingsford Smith Drive. Now, I know the Administration hates the Opposition and Independent and Greens talking about this particular project, but really, truly, Kingsford Smith Drive has been and continues to be a very poorly planned and poorly executed project.


Now, if we have a look at the fact that, after four years of work in this area on that project, it’s still only 90% complete, which Councillor McLACHLAN told us. Now, how much longer that 10% is going to take to complete, he didn’t tell us that. But they keep saying, oh yes, it’s on budget, it’s on time, and we know that it’s 12 months over time already. Of course, we’ve had a lot of businesses that have been impacted greatly because of a long road closure in some of those strip shops just off of Kingsford Smith Drive. 

Now, of course, those businesses have done it really, really tough, and then put on top of that the pandemic, I just—my heart goes out to them. They’re all retailers. I come from retail, and I just know what impact that would have had on me and my staff at any one of my stores if that would have happened, even if it only happened for a few months. These people have been putting up with it for many, many months longer than that.    


So, it’s one of those projects that also, of course, the media has carried many, many stories over the last three or four years. It occupied many, many media columns in papers, and many, many stories on TV and on radio. Yet we still don’t know exactly when this project is going to finish. Mr Chair, if a lecturer in road networking planning could point to one project in Brisbane over the last 20 years that they would tell their students: don’t do it this way, it would be Kingsford Smith Drive.  


Moving on to I think is positive, I’ve got a bit of funding like Councillor MACKAY—

Councillor MURPHY:
Point of order, Chair.

Chair:
I feel there’s a point—did I hear a point of order?

Councillor MURPHY:
Yes, point of order, here.

Chair:
Point of order, Councillor MURPHY.

Councillor MURPHY:
Just wondering if Councillor STRUNK will take a question.

Chair:
Councillor STRUNK, will you take a question?

Councillor STRUNK:
No, no, I’ll probably not have enough time to complete what I want to say anyway. So, sorry, Councillor MURPHY. Maybe you can address that in your concluding remarks.


So, Mr Chair, 2.1.2.2 Local Access Network Improvements, my ward is going to receive some funding for a much-needed pedestrian crossing in Joseph Banks and College Avenue, Forest Lake, which residents have been requesting for some time. It’s in College Avenue, but it’s a fair way away from the school, but it’s on a very busy road, and I often take my dog across this roundabout intersection to pop up to the shops, and I tell you what, it will be a welcome bit of infrastructure when it’s completed, I can assure you.


I would also like to acknowledge the funding for an increase in the turning lane in Poinsettia and Laburnum Streets, Inala. In the congestion busting projects, this bit of infrastructure has again for some time been advocated by the community. It’s in front of one of our larger schools in my ward, Richlands East State School. Also, we have a new community hub that was built by the State Government. We have Edmund Rice Annex School; we have the Inala Elders and there’s a number of other smaller, and there’s a church across the road. So, as I’ve painted that picture, it’s a really busy—and that turning lane is really going to help especially at the peak times when school is starting and finishing. 


Mr Chair, I’ll move on to major traffic improvements, intersections. For the fourth budget, the intersection of Pine, Azalea and Archerfield Road isn’t going to receive the much‑needed safety upgrade. This intersection was deemed a black spot when most of the Councillors in this Chamber, or in this place, I should say, weren’t even Councillors. It has been funded in a couple of budgets for some scoping and for engineering works or planning, but we still haven’t received the kewpie doll, if I can put it that way, that bit of infrastructure that will actually make this intersection a safe intersection for a growing community in Richlands. 


Mr Chair, this intersection has far more accidents causing hospitalisation—and I’m talking serious hospitalisation—than most other intersections in Brisbane that have been funded in my time through the various debates that I’ve listened to. I know it’s a big call, but recently speaking to the officer in charge of our local police station, and him reviewing what has occurred over the last few years—not five years, but the last few years—is shocking. We’re talking dozens.


Now, this intersection—and if I could really paint a picture of this intersection—it’s an intersection that didn’t always get a lot of traffic until the development started around it some 10 or 15 years ago. It leads into an industrial estate which is well established, but growing. It leads—it’s the connector road, Pine Road, to one of the biggest railway stations in Brisbane. It’s so big it’s got 650 car parks. So, you can see it’s a very popular railway station. It’s had Woolworths and a large business centre built about 10 years ago. In Pine Road itself as well, we have a district park that’s going to be established at some stage in the near future. So, as you can see, it’s an intersection that really was a black spot some 10 years ago, and it’s gotten worse, so much worse.


Councillor McLACHLAN, through you, Chair, I ask if you can have a look at this intersection potentially for next year. Maybe you can get Council officers to review it, that would be really great, because really, I don’t want to make a big political thing out of this, but it’s something that really needs to be addressed. It’s probably the most critical intersection in my whole ward, and it has to be addressed as quickly as practicable. It’s state ready; all you have to do is find the funding.


Moving on to 2.1.2.4 SAM signs for schools, I thought when I saw this particular item in the budget papers that SAM for schools—I thought, wow, that’s terrific, that’s really good. I know a lot of Councillors here have already targeted their schools somewhat, and I think probably four out of my 13 or maybe five out of my 13 schools, we do have approaching SAM sign footings, and we do rotate SAM signs in and out of those footings. But when I saw that the other SAM sign project had been taken away or dropped, or at least until 2024 when the SAM signs for schools potentially runs out of funding, they have to refund those 100 that the LORD MAYOR would like to fund, it’s really disappointing because a lot of us here in the Chamber have many connector roads that would really need to at least have more footings put in, at least. If there’s not the funding for the signs, if we can maybe get some funding for some more footings so that the signs that we do have, that we have been able to—

Chair:
Councillor STRUNK, your time has expired. 

Are there any further speakers?


Councillor LANDERS. 

Councillor LANDERS:
Thank you, Chair; I wish to speak in support of Program 2, Infrastructure for Brisbane, and I would like to thank the Chair, Councillor McLACHLAN, for his work in delivering this COVID-19 budget. In recent years, residents in my ward have received a series of road projects that have transformed our local area, namely the Telegraph Road corridor upgrade, that was delivered under the LNP Administration and notably was delivered with a $100 million saving to ratepayers.


Can I say that this road not only serves my ward but also the Deagon Ward, who are heavy users of the roads in my ward. We are one city, Chair, and the roads and bike paths are used not only by Brisbane residents but in fact other councils and Queenslanders. As our city continues to grow and our population expands, we are delivering the required infrastructure that will not only facilitate current demands but puts our road network in good stead for the coming years. 


As we continue to tackle congestion hotspots, this Administration has generated a $500 million partnership with the Federal Government which will invest in creating better roads for Brisbane through the Urban Congestion Fund. This involves priority projects across the city, where congestion and safety need to be addressed, and it will tackle a number of sites in Bracken Ridge Ward. Together, we are working to get residents home quicker and safer, and I thank Luke Howarth, the Federal Member for Petrie, who worked hard to secure federal funding for these projects.


Mr Chair, one site that many of my residents are excited about is the upgrade of the Norris and Barbour Roads intersection in Bracken Ridge. This intersection is often the topic of conversation with residents, as it is experiencing over 25,000 vehicles each day passing through, and is beyond its capacity. This road is also used by residents from Deagon Ward, Chair, as a link to Gympie Road and Moreton Bay suburbs. 

Following investigations in the 2019-20 budget, the roundabout will be upgraded to reduce congestion and increase safety and, in particular, for cyclists and pedestrians. This will mean residents in the western pocket of Barbour Road and the Oaks Estate will be able to access Norris Road and subsequently two major roads—Telegraph Road and Bracken Ridge Road—without the lengthy and worsening delays particularly during peak times.


Norris Road, which is the north-south connection between Telegraph Road and Bracken Ridge Road, is also home to Norris Road State School. I know from personal experience how excited many of the parents doing the morning drop-off or afternoon pick-up will be once this is complete. In addition to the intersection upgrade, Norris Road will also receive a range of safety improvements to ensure it is safe and flowing at optimal capacity. 


As part of the Urban Congestion Fund, Hoyland Street, Bracken Ridge, will also benefit from significant upgrades. The Bracken Ridge Road, Hoyland Street and Strathpine Road corridor is an important east-west route linking the Moreton Bay area and the northern Brisbane suburbs of Bald Hills and Bracken Ridge over the Gympie Arterial Road, and Chair, on to the suburbs in the Opposition ward of Deagon. 
Despite this substantial investment, residents will not be able to enjoy its full effects until the State Government takes action in addressing the Strathpine Road overpass. Although in the design phase, many residents that I’ve spoken with aren’t in support of the proposed diverging diamond interchange with most worried it will be more problematic than it already is. 


On the topic of flyovers, despite Council’s Telegraph Road corridor upgrade that flows at optimal capacity for residents of Deagon and Bracken Ridge Wards, it still comes to a grinding halt at the State Government controlled Linkfield Road overpass that I know my predecessor, Amanda Cooper, the LNP candidate for Aspley, is now petitioning for. Despite funding on the table by the Federal Government, this vital overpass duplication still remains to be built by the Labor State Government, and traffic continues to back up, even after the substantial investment in Telegraph Road by the Brisbane City Council.


The Urban Congestion Fund will also provide an upgrade to Beams Road between Lacey Road and Handford Road, spanning several suburbs and, again, including the Deagon Ward. This section of Beams Road has a high crash rate, and is suffering from worsening congestion. It’s a major east-west arterial road on the northside, and approximately 18,000 vehicles use this road each day, and that number is projected to rise to 26,000 vehicles by 2031.


In recent months, I’ve been contacted by multiple residents in Carseldine and Fitzgibbon with significant concerns about this road, particularly with regards to the multiple impending Labor State Government developments in the immediate vicinity, putting more cars onto the local road network. These projects have been essentially fast-tracked with no Council involvement or consideration for Council assets. To add to this congestion, we still have an open-level crossing on Beams Road that, despite past election promises by this Labor State Government, has not been removed. Even with Council funding support for this project, we again have seen no shovel in the ground, and I’m sure residents will have their say about this in October.


Clearly, Mr Chair, this LNP Administration and Morrison Government can see that work needs to be done to increase the capacity of this road, and detailed design for this project will progress this financial year. The Federal Government has committed $50 million towards this project, which is terrific. 


The last item I would like to speak on is Barfoot Street at Bracken Ridge State High School, where a $212,000 investment will deliver a safer, dedicated pedestrian crossing point for students—and again, Chair, used by residents from the Deagon Ward suburb of Brighton, who attend this school. I know this is something the school is excited about, and Council officers are in discussion with the school at the moment to ensure students’ safety is paramount, and looking at other ways that safety can be improved around this site. I commend this program to the Chamber.

Chair:
Further speakers?


Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Thanks, Chair, I just rise to speak on Program 2 as well and to note my ongoing concerns that we continue to spend too much money on road widening and intersection widening projects that encourage car use and are actively hostile to public and active transport outcomes. It’s been a persistent failure of this city Council that it continues to invest so much money in these kinds of projects while other councils around Queensland and around Australia are pivoting funding and prioritising active transport projects.


It’s been particularly concerning to see that quite a few specific intersection projects within this program don’t even include separate bike lanes as part of intersection redesigns, or have crossing points that are designed to maximise car vehicle flow rather than pedestrian vehicle flow. So, I’m sure other Councillors have experienced this as well, where you’re really excited to see that finally you’ve gotten funding for that intersection upgrade you wanted, and then you realise that there’s only a pedestrian crossing on one side of the traffic lights and not the other, for example, with a result that people who are crossing have to cross at multiple signalised points to move through the intersection, rather than being able to cross directly over the main road. 


That’s a function of transport engineers who are making the decision to prioritise turning movements of cars ahead of direct connectivity for pedestrians. So, even putting aside the broader question of how much money we’re allocating towards intersection projects, even when we get intersection upgrades that are really needed from a pedestrian safety or cycling safety perspective, their specific design is tending to prioritise cars at the expense of pedestrians and cyclists, and that’s really disappointing. 


Similarly, I’m concerned that a lot of these intersection upgrades don’t have dedicated bus jump lanes or bus priority lanes, which again is a missed opportunity. I think it’s been interesting to see that the costs of these projects seem to continue rising regardless of what else is happening in sort of the labour market. It makes me wonder about the efficiencies of privatisation and outsourcing, and whether it would make sense for more of these projects to be undertaken inhouse by full-time permanently employed Council staff rather than continually outsourcing projects on an ongoing basis.


In my ward, I’m really pleased to see that funding is continuing for the Victoria Street, Montague Road intersection upgrade, and I want to thank Councillor McLACHLAN for that, and I want to thank the LORD MAYOR for that, because that’s a really important project, and I do acknowledge that it’s a very expensive project. While I still have some concerns about the specific design in the way the project has been conceptualised, I’m genuinely very, very grateful that we’re getting the money for that Victoria Street intersection upgrade. I acknowledge that there are other Councillors who probably would have liked to see some of that money in their wards. 

But I’m equally very, very disappointed that the $2 million is being spent on the upgrade of River Terrace and Main Street intersection, when I believe there are much simpler ways of solving the legitimate safety concerns relating to that intersection. So, the River Terrace Main Street intersection has been redesigned because cars that are coming south off the Story Bridge often end up in conflicts and crashes because motorists are merging between lanes, trying to pick the best line.

Whether they want to go right and head down River Terrace or whether they want to go straight and head down Main Street; they’ll wait to see what the lights are doing and then merge at the last minute accordingly. That’s quite dangerous. I’m sure there are many Councillors who come off the Story Bridge through that intersection and realise that it’s a little bit hairy.

But there’s a very simple way to fix that. That would simply be to designate the intersection as having two straight ahead lanes and one right hand turning lane. Currently it has one straight lane, one right turning lane, and one shared lane that goes either straight or right. But instead of having the current configuration, we could change that middle lane to simply being a second straight ahead lane, so that there are two straight ahead lanes and one right hand turning lane going into River Terrace.

This would be a very cheap and simple fix which would still address the same concerns that the current intersection project is proposing to address, but at a fraction of the cost. It would also have the effect of de-prioritising River Terrace as a through corridor, which is obviously an important outcome in terms of improving public access to the neighbouring Kangaroo Point Cliff top park. 

So, it’s been really disappointing to me that, although the Council talks the talk about active transport, and talks the talk about working with the community and working with the local Councillor, on this project there was no public consultation, and then there was no meaningful consultation with me as the local Councillor. I had to actively kick up a stink, proactively push for meetings. I happily got one meeting and then, six months of radio silence, and then no word about this intersection before the election, and then as soon as the election is finished, we hear that this intersection upgrade is going ahead, even though I had strongly objected to it. 

  
So, there’s a clear process failing there. Where normally if Council is going to spend millions of dollars on an intersection upgrade, they at least put the designs on the website, put up an online survey, maybe ask residents to submit feedback, but they didn’t do any of that. They didn’t even do the bare minimum tokenistic amount of consultation that they do for other intersection upgrades. 


There has been a stark contrast between the consultation on the Victoria Street, Montague Road intersection upgrade and the River Terrace Main Street intersection upgrade. For Victoria Street, Montague Road, Council had information stalls out on the footpath; they published designs online; they took in feedback, and then they published a final concept design, and there was a second round for residents to give feedback. It was a reasonably robust process compared to some of the consultation Council runs. 


Yet, in contrast, the River Terrace Main Street intersection had no public consultation. I only became aware of it because I saw money allocated in the budget and started asking questions. Even then it was really hard to get clear information out of it. I thought after I objected that the project wasn’t even going to go ahead, and I was quite relieved about that. Then only after the Council election did we discover that Council officers had been proceeding on planning the project in the background, and then simply it was announced in April that the thing was happening without any opportunity for public comment. 

Now, residents are in the position of trying to get up to speed, find out what’s proposed, sending emails without even knowing what email addresses they should be sending feedback to. Residents are feeling frustrated and cut out of the conversation, and that’s not just local residents who live in Kangaroo Point, but that’s cyclists and pedestrians who move through that precinct to access other parts of the city. It’s people who access and enjoy the local park at the top of Kangaroo Point. 

I see the LORD MAYOR has just jumped on video. I’m not sure if the LORD MAYOR was listening to my earlier comments, but, LORD MAYOR, I’m talking about the intersection upgrade for River Terrace and Main Street. I remain concerned about this design. I don’t think it’s a good use of public funds. I would much rather see this money reallocated to other more urgent pedestrian safety upgrades, both within my ward and around the city.

I am pleased to hear that the Council Administration is considering funding for signalised pedestrian crossing further along River Terrace, near Bell Street and Patton Street. That’s a positive outcome, and I thank Councillor McLACHLAN for being open to that suggestion. I think that’s a partial improvement, but it doesn’t address the fundamental core concern which is that the main design of River Terrace and Main Street is not in the public interest. It hasn’t been the subject of detailed public consultation. It’s a very expensive response to a problem that could be solved much more cheaply and easily. 

I think that intersection for me is a classic example of the way Council gets transport planning wrong in this city, where you don’t talk to the local Councillors; you don’t talk to the local community; you look at a few traffic models, and you look at some traffic counts and you decide: ah, this is the best way we’re going to do it, without actually ground‑truthing and looking at what’s happening down on the ground in the community, and about how people actually move through these intersections.

So, overall, I’m again disappointed with the way this project is being managed. I’m disappointed with the amount of funding which is allocated towards projects which encourage car travel and discourage active transport and public transport. I note that the officers within the programs are very hard-working and they do their best within the narrow parameters and confines of their role description. 

But, overall, this is the sort of program that belongs back in 1950s transport planning. It’s not something that this city should be proud of or celebrating. It’s something that we should be embarrassed about, because it shows how backwards we are in terms of planning for a sustainable transport network. 

I don’t mean to offend any of the particular Councillors who are actively involved in this program. I know you’re all just part of this same machine, chugging along, but it’s time to steer that machine in a different direction. We need to be brave enough to rethink our approach to transport planning—

Chair:
Councillor SRI, your time has expired. 

Further speakers?


Councillor HAMMOND.

Councillor HAMMOND:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I rise, kind of, sitting here, to speak in support of Program 2, budget for 2020-21. This Administration has a strong commitment to getting residents home quicker and safer. For those who live in the outer suburbs of Brisbane, like residents in my ward, reducing traffic congestion between the city and the suburbs makes a real difference in everyday lives. It gets people home sooner to their families, and provides more time for enjoying the Brisbane lifestyle. 


Last financial year, Marchant Ward was fortunate enough to have two major congestion reduction projects completed—one at Murphy and Ellison Roads, and the other at Raymont and Grange Roads. Northsiders will know that Murphy and Ellison Roads is a common thoroughfare connecting Geebung, Aspley, Zillmere, and more northern suburbs, including Moreton Shire. To the city and along Gympie Road. 


The upgrade was about a roundabout that was prone to congestion and crashes. It was a site that caused a lot of frustrations for the local residents. Between late 2018 and April 2020, the intersection underwent a major upgrade. The roundabout was transformed from a roundabout to a fully signalised intersection, with widened lanes in each direction.


The intersection of Kittyhawk Drive and Murphy Road was also upgraded, with additional lanes, a right turn pocket and a U-turn facility. Council has also installed on-road cycle lanes in both directions on Murphy Road and Ellison Road, indented bus stops and improving access to connecting streets, and provided two off-road parking areas for Marchant Park and 7th Brigade Park. 


It was great to witness the project come to fruition from the early planning stages, now at its recent completion. This intersection is operating much more efficiently and safely, and more importantly, it’s getting people home quicker and safer. 


The second upgrade was at Raymont Road and Grange Road in Grange, which was finished in February this year. The project was an outcome of the 2015 Wilston Grange Transport Study which recommended safety congestion improvements at this intersection. Grange Road is one of the busier roads in Marchant, extending from Stafford to the Grange, and acting as a key travel route into the city. We were seeing increased traffic congestion along Grange Road because of the shared through and right-hand turn lane. Vehicles were queuing up Grange Road, while waiting to turn into Raymont Road, causing real congestion problems, particularly through the peak periods.


The upgrade installed a dedicated south-bound turn lane and north-bound left turn lane from Grange Road into Raymont Road. It also upgraded the existing traffic lights, installed a new traffic island, new footpaths and access ramps. This is a real congestion busting project, and I’m very thankful that it was completed. 


This new budget is continuing to take real action on congestion in the suburbs. In 2020-21, significant investment will go towards reduction initiatives across Brisbane. I am pleased to see in my ward major traffic improvements will be undertaken at Ellison and Kirby Roads in Aspley, and Hamilton Road and Staib Road in Chermside, if the State Government decide to participate and return correspondence. 


Also planned for the residents of Marchant Ward are congesting busting projects at Newman Road and Ellison Road in Geebung, and Lutwyche Road and Maygar Street in Windsor, which my residents are very, very excited about. I’m glad to see the feasibility investigation concept designs for future upgrades at Newman Road between Copperfield Street and Ellison Road. I do understand that’s in Councillor CASSIDY’s new area, but I have had the privilege of looking after that area for 12 years, so I’m glad to see this is part of the project. We’re also going to see some works at Strathmore Street in Kedron as part of this year’s program. 


Mr Chair, Council is always ready and prepared to take action on congestion, unlike the State Labor Government, who after years of dawdling, have suddenly and finally decided to think about the open-level crossings. This Council made commitments up to $40 million towards removing the Carseldine, Lindum and Coopers Plains open-level crossings this year. We’ve heard Councillor GRIFFITHS talk about Coopers Plains crossing for years, so I’m unsure why Minister Bailey didn’t listen to Councillor GRIFFITHS. 

However, I’m really thankful for Minister Bailey to continue to commit to the Carseldine Railway Station, because I remember, as Councillor LANDERS said, and Amanda Cooper and Councillor DAVIS will remember a big billboard last election on Beams Road saying: only Stirling and Bart can fix this intersection. We have seen no real action. 

In fact, Councillor CASSIDY said the hard-working State member for Aspley is delivering this project. Well, Councillor CASSIDY, I know what my residents call the hard-working State member for Aspley, and it’s certainly not the hard-working State member for Aspley. They call him: do nothing Bart, or they would like to see him in a red and yellow striped outfit so they can start playing: where is Bart? Because the member for Aspley has done nothing. He promised a lot last election, and has not delivered one of his promises. I can go on about those, but they’re not in the Council budget before us.

So, I am delighted that our LNP, through LORD MAYOR Adrian SCHRINNER, has promised $40 million to this important upgrade there at Carseldine. As much as it’s not in the Marchant Ward, my residents do go down Beams Road, Councillor LANDERS, so we’re looking forward to that important upgrade as well. 

But I would like to say there is a real problem with the commitment, the $128 million. Minister Bailey, I’m really thankful for it, but there’s already a $30 million black hole, because Council, under LORD MAYOR Adrian SCHRINNER, he said $40 million towards this project, not $70, so we’re already flawed. I am worried for the residents of the Aspley electorate. Do not—do not believe Bart’s promises, because he cannot deliver anything. He will put another billboard up on Beams Road saying only he can do it. 

Do you know why there’s money in the budget—and again, thank you, Minister Bailey—it’s because they’ve got real concerns and real worries about our candidate, our hard‑working candidate, who has got runs on the board. She knows how to deliver projects for the northside. She has got proven track record. So, only people of Aspley, put your thoughts behind, and votes behind Amanda Cooper, because she is the only one—

Councillor SRI:
Point of order, Chair.

Chair:
Point of order—who asked? I can’t see the hand. 

Councillor SRI:
Sorry, it’s Councillor SRI.

Chair:
Councillor SRI, yes.

Councillor SRI:
This is well outside the scope of the Program. This is just shallow electioneering, and to be honest, it’s completely irrelevant.

Chair:
I trust you’re not being censorious and an enemy of free speech here, Councillor SRI, in your request for me to bring a Councillor back on topic, but the thought had occurred to me that it probably is time for Councillor HAMMOND to return to the budget, please. 

So, Councillor HAMMOND, please return to the Program at hand.

Councillor HAMMOND:
Thank you, Mr Chair; $40 million is what Council has put forward to this important budget, and I believe that this is just another show in electioneering from the State Labor Government to say they’ll promise something—re-announce that they’re going to do something when they’ve done nothing. 


So, Mr Chair, to get back to Program 2 budget, I would like to finish by saying the suburbs are gearing up for a significant population growth over the next decade, and we need to invest in congestion reduction initiatives to future-proof Brisbane. The investment in this year’s budget 2 program will work towards achieving that goal. I would like to close by thanking LORD MAYOR Adrian SCHRINNER and Councillor David McLACHLAN for their hard work about tackling these difficult issues. Thank you. 

Chair:
Further speakers?


Councillor DAVIS.

Councillor DAVIS:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I rise to speak in support of the 2020-21 Infrastructure for Brisbane budget. This program is investing in the improvement of local transport networks right across our city. It’s keeping Brisbane moving and, in particular, it’s ensuring travel through and across the suburbs is efficient and reliable. 


Mr Chair, Program 2 is well known for delivering significant projects such as Kingsford Smith Drive and the Wynnum Road corridor upgrade. In the McDowall Ward, Program 2 is well known for delivering the Hamilton Road connection and the Bridgeman and Beckett Roads corridor upgrade. As Councillor HAMMOND highlighted in her remarks, the recent completion of the Murphy Road and Ellison Road upgrade project has provided real improvements for residents in the outer northern suburbs, including for McDowall Ward residents.


This major project has enhanced safety; it’s reduced queue links along Murphy Road; improved connectivity and safety for pedestrian access to public and active transport and parklands at Marchant and 7th Brigade parks. All of these projects deliver benefits for the entire city by helping to tackle congestion and commute times in Brisbane. This Administration is committed to getting residents home quicker and safer, and these projects are vital to keeping our city moving.


Mr Chair, equally as important, though, are the smaller projects included in this program. Traffic calming, median upgrades, bridge rehabilitations, just to name a few. Infrastructure for Brisbane delivers hundreds of these projects each year, well over 1,000 if you include the road resurfacing program. These types of works may seem minor, but they make real differences in the everyday lives of people across Brisbane. 


This budget provides for an increased number of road resurfacing projects in the McDowall Ward. Works are currently under way for the resurfacing of Maundrell Terrace, from Albany Creek Road to Terrence Street. This is a key corridor in the ward, and resurfacing this significant stretch of road was a key commitment from this Administration as part of our commitment to get residents home quicker and safer.


Mr Chair, last financial year, Program 2 delivered improvements right across McDowall Ward. Preliminary road design work was undertaken for Rode Road from Pleshette Place through to Ifield Street in McDowall. This is an important piece of work because this stretch of road includes the McDowall State School, for which there are significant challenges at school pick-up and drop-off time.

 
On the western side of Trouts Road and Rode Road intersection at McDowall, motorists were making illegal and dangerous right turns, and through the local network improvement service, Council installed a traffic island to make this intersection safer for pedestrians and motorists. We saw the installation of LED wildlife awareness monitors on Beckett Road. This was part of the LED roadside service in Program 2. Beckett Road has pockets of green space either side of it, and these signs were installed to reduce the potential for wildlife being hit by cars. 


I know that these signs have been installed at a number of high priority sites across the city, and are making a difference by alerting drivers to the potential presence of animals on or near the road. These signs are creating a safer environment, not only for drivers, but for our wildlife too. This is a great example of a small project that can have such a big impact.


Mr Chair, Council’s Speed Awareness Monitors program has shown to improve driver behaviour and make Brisbane streets safer. On average, motorists reduce their speeds by eight kilometres an hour. I’m very pleased that Council will deliver 100 permanent Speed Awareness Monitors across our city over the next four years as part of the SAMs for Schools program. This will be very welcome news for many of our schools across Brisbane, including the Queen of Apostle School on Appleby Road at Stafford. I look forward to working with Councillor HAMMOND in presenting our case to secure a SAM for School sign for this terrific local school. Whether it’s a SAM sign or a LAM sign, I’m pleased to see continued investment in LED road signs this financial year.  



Mr Chair, in 2020-21, over $42 million will go towards improving Brisbane’s local transport networks. This includes $2.2 million for bridge and culvert construction, $3.5 million for local access network improvements, $1.69 million for local area traffic management, and $2.2 million for suburban corridor modernisation. In 2019-20, funding was allocated for the design for the reconstruction of the bridges in Tallowwood Place, Bridgeman Downs, and Shelgate Street in Chermside West. I am delighted that in this year’s budget there is funding for the construction of these replacement bridges, with a combined investment of over $1.5 million. 


There is also $946,000 for the construction of a brand-new, low-level culvert crossing across Cabbage Tree Creek at Idonia Street in Bridgeman Downs. This follows from last year’s budget which provided $228,000 for planning and design. This new culvert is a fantastic investment in connecting our network of pathways and bikeways, helping local residents get out and about to enjoy the many outdoor spaces and parks in our part of Brisbane. In addition to the Idonia Street culvert project, the existing Roghan Road culvert in Bridgeman Downs will be rehabilitated, and the Hawera Court culvert in Aspley will be relined. 


Mr Chair, in the suburb of McDowall itself, we’re investing in planning and design options for Keona Road as part of the suburban corridor modernisation plan. Keona Road, which historically comprised of acreage properties, has seen change in residential living options in recent times, which has meant increased traffic movements. It also has the additional pressure of a large state school and a P-12 independent school backing onto it. There are challenges providing pedestrian access, and it has become a bit of a rat run for motorists travelling between Trouts Road and Old Northern Road. So, the investment in a suburban corridor modernisation plan is very welcome.


Mr Chair, in his budget reply, Councillor CASSIDY was a bit loose with the truth with Brisbane residents regarding funding for some Program 2 initiatives, by saying that this budget has a $100,000-less investment for traffic calming, and a $216,000-less investment for local access network improvements. I think that the Leader of the Opposition clearly needs to work on his maths, because these calculations are simply incorrect.


In fact, great investment in these initiatives is continuing this year, which will lengthen the life of assets right across the city, increase safety on neighbourhood roads, and improve access in and around the suburbs. In this budget, I welcome the investment of traffic calming to McDowall Ward, design consultation will kick off with the Jarvis Street precinct in Stafford Heights, and the Page Street precinct in Everton Park will progress to construction of traffic management devices on Tyson Street and Rourke Street.


I’m also very pleased to see planning and design for local access network improvements for Saturn Crescent and Protea Place in Bridgeman Downs. Improvements to local transport networks, whether it’s just installing a stop sign, adjusting a traffic island or implementing speed bumps, can have a real impact on movement around our suburbs. Mr Chair, these are the kinds of works this year’s plan for Program 2 delivers right across our city, and I put on record my full support for this program.

Chair:
Further speakers?


Councillor HUANG.

Councillor HUANG:
Thank you, Mr Chair; I enter to speak in support of the 2020-21 budget for Program 2, Infrastructure for Brisbane. Mr Chair, in the new financial year, the Infrastructure for Brisbane program will deliver crucial road upgrades across the city that will get residents home quicker and safer so they can spend more quality time with family and enjoy our city’s lifestyle.


This program also tackles safety issues across Brisbane and works to create a safer environment for drivers, pedestrians and cyclists. In 2019-20, this program delivered a number of important safety initiatives. The one most close to my heart is the Player Street Connection project. This project upgraded the Kessels Road and MacGregor Street intersection, with the provision of a new road connecting the intersection to Player Street. This improved access in and out of Player Street also increased safety for all road users at this spot. 


Between 2007 and 2011, there were 93 crashes recorded at this intersection. So I’m glad this was made a priority last year. The new Player Street connection replaced the old T‑intersection at Kessels Road and MacGregor Street with a four‑way intersection and a new roundabout at the intersection of Player Street and Pickworth Street. This work was completed in December last year, and I am pleased to say this intersection is operating much more smoothly and, most importantly, makes it much safer for local traffic.


Last financial year, it was great to see Council improving safety by delivering a communication program for culturally and linguistically diverse communities. In my ward, a number of community engagement sessions were delivered at Sunnybank during Queensland Road Safety Week. This was targeted at residents with non-English speaking background to assist and understand how to move around the city safely. I was very appreciative of this program which helped residents in my ward feel more confident walking, cycling and driving around the city.


I also like to take this opportunity to thank our LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, for delivering the new drop and go for MacGregor State School. I always remember when Councillor SCHRINNER and I visited the school when he was the Chair for Infrastructure, and we saw the need for the school to have a safer drop-off and pick-up area. Councillor SCHRINNER then committed to co-fund and pushed the State Government to come to terms with us to build this drop and go. It is now completed, and the kids, the parents and the teaching staff are all enjoying a safer and more efficient drop-off and pick‑up during the peak hours.


In the new financial year, safety continues to be a priority with the Safer Path for Seniors program. This initiative will continue to improve the transport environment and better manage potential conflict between vehicles, pedestrians and cyclists. This is a $2.16 million commitment to improving safety in areas with high concentrations of seniors. One of the aims outlined in Council’s Transport Plan is that all members of the community have the right to be and feel safe while completing their journey without harm. This new initiative is delivering on this goal. 


As previously pointed out by Councillor MATIC, this program will significantly invest in the upkeep of Council’s assets this year, including a $90 million investment towards making our roads smoother and safer, and almost $9 million for improving boardwalks, and $29 million towards reconstructing and rehabilitating bridges and culverts. These are investments in the city’s safety, ensuring these assets remain fit for purpose and well maintained. 


I am pleased to see that the new budget will deliver the construction of traffic calming devices for the London Street and Liverpool Street precinct in Eight Mile Plains, which will help address rat running and speeding issues prevalent in this area. It is also great to see money has been allocated for the commencement of Rochedale Road and Priestdale Road intersection upgrade. This is a long-standing issue between Brisbane City Council and Logan City Council, as this intersection is right on the boundary between two cities. This project is estimated at $28 to $32 million, and the Commonwealth Government have committed $14 million to support this important project, thanks to Ross Vasta MP, Federal Member for Bonner, for his support in making it happen. 


The Rochedale Road and Priestdale Road intersection has a combined traffic count of 24,000 vehicles through it daily, and the majority of the traffic was coming from Logan City as a result of the State Government’s inaction to provide adequate access to the freeway from Springwood, and forced those Logan traffic to have to rat run through Rochedale Road and Miles Platting Road to access the freeway. 


Despite the State Government’s inadequacy in providing a traffic solution, and they have refused to provide any funding towards this upgrade, the local Labor State Member has claimed a win on her Facebook post for our work and funding towards this intersection upgrade. Please excuse my English proficiency, as English is my second language. I couldn’t find the word to describe this kind of behaviour without being warned by the Chair. But, to me, this blatant misappropriation of other people’s work is really something‘-less’. 
Mr Chair, we are seeing more and more vehicles, cyclists and buses on our roads as Brisbane grows, which means our network needs to remain up to standard and safe. It’s promising to see Program 2 investing in the safety of our transport networks and, for this reason, I fully support the 2020-21 Infrastructure for Brisbane budget to the Chamber. 

Chair:
Further speakers?


Councillor MARX. No? Yes?

Councillor MARX:
No, I was just waving at the LORD MAYOR’s children.

Chair:
All right, excuse me, okay. 

All right, as for further speakers? I see no hands.

Councillor McLACHLAN.

Councillor McLACHLAN:
Thank you. Am I unmuted?

Chair:
You are.

Councillor McLACHLAN:
Thank you, Mr Chair, and thank you to those who have participated in this debate. As I stressed yesterday, investment in Infrastructure projects is fundamental to the economic health of any city. During times of economic hardship, the delivery of infrastructure is what breathes life back into a city, bringing new jobs and support to local companies.


Program 2 in 2020-21 will do just that, as we’ve heard from many of the speakers yesterday and today, with the commencement of many job creating road, intersection and bridge upgrades across Brisbane. Equally critical are the commitments to maintenance of an asset base of $11.5 billion and making sure our roads and bridges are fit for purpose.


Mr Chair, it was great to hear yesterday from Councillor COOK in debate the admission that she’s no engineer. We do rely on engineers to design our network and plan our network. Working as a spin doctor for an engineering firm isn’t a sufficient qualification to tell our road engineers how they should do their job, and we do need to rely on their expertise, and I thank them for it in planning our network.


As Councillor MACKAY said earlier, it’s pleasing to see such strong support from the Federal Government this year with their investment in the Better Roads for Brisbane initiative, in addition to long-standing programs, improving road safety through the Black Spot and Roads to Recovery programs. 

Mr Chair, these projects are targeting intersections across the city that are used each day by tens of thousands of vehicles, and the planned works for each project will provide a significant reduction in congestion. We look forward to working with the Federal Government this financial year as construction kicks off for many of these projects, and design progresses for others.

We have a number of major intersection improvements to be delivered this financial year. Many of these upgrades will take place in suburbs including Aspley, Wacol, Gaythorne and Belmont. The suburbs will also benefit from numerous congestion busting projects, some of which will be delivered in Wynnum West, Enoggera, Yeerongpilly, Geebung and Inala. As further funding comes in from the Federal Government as part of the Black Spot program, and Roads to Recovery program in the coming months, additional intersection upgrades will be facilitated. 

The streets around our schools will become safer with three key school safety initiatives, and we’ll start to see those smiling SAM signs popping up in school zones across the city. I just want to rebut a couple of the comments that have been made by a couple of the Labor Councillors who clearly didn’t listen to the response that was given to this question in the budget information session nor in my debate yesterday, due to the claim that they’ve made that the substantive SAM sign program has ended with the addition of this particular program. Well, that’s not right, and it’s not true.

I mentioned this in the budget information session and in my speech yesterday. The funding for the substantive SAM signs has been moved into core funding. That answer was provided. So, the total including the SAMs for Schools and the substantive SAMs program is $1.3 million for signs in 2020-21, which is a great investment and will continue to make roads across our city safer.

Mr Chair, we’ll be gearing up for future growth of the city with the design of the Gardner Road link in Rochedale and the commencement of a new initiative, the coordination of major inner city construction projects. This recognises the impacts that significant investments and construction is having in the CBD and the nearby zones such as The Gabba Ward, so investment will continue in the forward planning of the city’s transport network to link in with the many large scale infrastructure projects that are on the horizon.

Mr Chair, we’ve heard the mantra from the Labor Councillors who participated in this debate yesterday and today on KSD (Kingford Smith Drive)—a tired rehash of their failed election campaign slogans. We know the Labor Party spent $2 million trotting out their propaganda, and the results speak for themselves. They failed dismally. 

Let me say that one thing is for sure and certain: if Labor had their way, there would be no bikeway and pedestrian connection built to a decent standard connecting Brett’s Wharf to Newstead. Infrastructure, as we heard yesterday, now used by thousands of people, walking and riding bikes every week, over 300,000 since it opened. It was my must-have as the local Councillor, and it’s wonderful to see that infrastructure being delivered. 

Labor had no plans, still has no alternative plan about how to move the 15,000 new residents promised by the State Government in the Northshore Hamilton Priority Development Area; no plans about how to cope with the growth in traffic; heavy vehicle traffic generated by the expanding airport and the vitally important TradeCoast. Planning, Mr Chair, planning for the future is hard. We get on and do it; Labor has had and has no plans for our city, at the election and through their contributions here in this debate; clearly they still have no plans. 

Mud-slinging is all they know, and they were rewarded accordingly in March by an electorate that sees them for what they are. 

Yes, Councillor CASSIDY, Councillor STRUNK, through you, Mr Chair, there are vacant shops on Racecourse Road, just like there are on Oxford Street in Bulimba, in Broadbeach on the Gold Coast, and on every high street throughout Brisbane, across Queensland and Australia. I’ve read the same articles you have, but I don’t suffer from selective blindness. Costs are high; rents not reduced; people are buying their goods online.

I’ll tell you, Mr Chair, what Councillor CASSIDY and Councillor STRUNK have chosen to ignore about businesses on Racecourse Road. They were established to provide services to racegoers. Who stopped people going to the races for three years? Stirling Hinchliffe and his mismanagement of the laying of new turf on the Eagle Farm track. He put it out of commission for up to three years. Is there anything that he touches that he doesn’t stuff up, Mr Chair? The KSD is a tremendous project. It is on track for delivery this calendar year, and it remains—

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor McLACHLAN:
—under its established budget of $650 million.

Mr Chair, there were some other issues that were raised by other Councillors. I’ll just go to some of those in the time that I have remaining. One from Councillor JOHNSTON that no one asked for traffic signals to be installed at Ipswich Road and Ponsonby Street, a major traffic improvement. Look, this is a current intersection; it is a non-signalised cross road and it is controlled by a give-way sign and stop signage and line marking which is prone to accidents. It is a Black Spot intersection, and it will involve the installation of new traffic signals. Improvements like this are done to improve traffic safety. That’s what this is about. 

Motorists turning in and out of Ipswich Road are colliding with through traffic on Ipswich Road, and that’s been found to be associated with the lack of traffic signals at the intersection, combined with the high volumes of traffic on Ipswich Road. There have been a number of reported casualty crashes at this location, and for that reason it’s been deemed to be a Black Spot project with funding coming from the Federal Government’s Black Spot program. So, new traffic lights will be installed there. 

Councillor JOHNSTON, not everything that is done to improve traffic safety comes from your initiative, but we welcome your suggestions when they come through. But we do have to rely on others who provide us with input, and that includes our traffic engineers, and that’s been the case in this particular circumstance. 

Mr Chair, in the time remaining, I’d just like to close by saying that we do have a huge task ahead to help stimulate the city’s economy, get residents back into jobs and to support local industry and businesses. I am confident that the projects and services included in Program 2 in 2020-21 will play a vital part in strengthening the city’s work, economic and lifestyle opportunities over the coming financial year. 

I’d just like to say thank you to those who’ve worked tirelessly to produce a great Program 2 budget this year—in particular Marie Gales, Scott Stewart, American Robert, Kylie, Brooke, and the rest of the budget team. Putting together a budget in this program within our organisation as large as Council is a huge undertaking, and I’d like to thank everybody for their efforts in contributing to the budget, and for those who have participated in this debate. Thank you, Mr Chair.

Chair:
I will now put the resolution for the adoption of the Infrastructure for Brisbane program.

The Chair submitted to the Chamber the motion for the adoption of the Infrastructure for Brisbane Program and it was declared carried on the voices.
Thereupon, Councillors Sandy LANDERS and David McLACHLAN immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared carried.

The voting was as follows:

AYES: 24 -
The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, and Councillors Greg ADERMANN, Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Tracy DAVIS, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, Sarah HUTTON, Sandy LANDERS, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Angela OWEN, Steven TOOMEY, Andrew WINES, the Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Jared CASSIDY, and Councillors Kara COOK, Peter CUMMING, Steve GRIFFITHS and Charles STRUNK.

NOES: 1 -
Councillor Jonathan SRI.
ABSTENTIONS: 1 -
Councillor Nicole JOHNSTON.
The Chair then called upon Councillor Fiona CUNNINGHAM and Councillor Kim MARX to present the Clean, Green and Sustainable City Program.
3. CLEAN, GREEN AND SUSTAINABLE CITY PROGRAM:
750/2019-20
Councillor Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Chair of the Environment, Parks and Sustainability Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Fiona HAMMOND, that for the Clean, Green and Sustainable City Program, the services of Council, the allocations for the Operations and the Projects and Rolling Projects as set out on pages 41 to 69 and the indicative schedules on pages 161 to 170 for the years 2020-21 through to 2023-24 so far as they relate to Program 3, be adopted.
Chair:
Is there any debate? 

Councillor CUNNINGHAM.

Councillor CUNNINGHAM:
It’s quite the mouthful, isn’t it, Mr Chair? Thank you. It gives me great pleasure to introduce Program 3. I will address services 3.1 to 3.4, and my colleague, Councillor MARX, will speak to 3.5. This program is focused on so much of what makes our city and suburbs great. The parks and playgrounds, the walking tracks and lookouts, a meandering river and network of local creeks. Mr Chair, Brisbane is a clean, green and sustainable city, and the LORD MAYOR’s budget for 2020‑21 delivers on this Administration’s commitment to make the Brisbane of tomorrow even better, a city which has an ever‑growing list of outdoor lifestyle options and a city which makes the most of the enviable subtropical climate.


Before I get into some of the details, I want to take just a moment to reflect on the once in a lifetime circumstances we have endured over the recent months throughout this global pandemic and how it relates to this program. When restrictions were at their highest level, and when residents were confined to their suburb, the important role of open greenspaces in our neighbourhoods was magnified. As gyms closed and the time poor suddenly gifted more opportunity for exercise, we saw the potential of our local walking tracks and trails fully realised, with many residents rediscovering hidden gems and the beauty and brilliance of our local environment. 


In the case of our playgrounds and dog off-leash areas, we were perhaps sometimes guilty of not appreciating what we had until it was closed and became off limits. I know from experience the difficulties of trying to explain to a toddler why he could no longer climb or hop onto a swing. From a parks perspective at least, things are mostly back to normal, but COVID-19 is much more than a temporary shut down or inconvenience. The health and economic impacts will be felt for the months and years ahead. 


As city Councillors, we should recognise the way in which the lifestyle and expectations of our residents will evolve in line with changes in their daily lives. We can expect an ongoing shift, likely to see more people spending time in their local community and in their city. So, we must continue to invest in high-quality parks and protect and enhance our natural spaces. 


Mr Chair, this year the LORD MAYOR is investing more than $334 million in our parks, greenspaces and wildlife protection initiatives. This Administration is also investing to ensure we are a resilient and sustainable city, so that Brisbane remains prepared for the impacts of a changing climate. We take an approach that enables both a resilient community and a natural environment to again emerge after times of flood and drought. 


Despite falling revenues in this program, but because of responsible financial management, we have been able to look to the future and invest in Program 3 with projects both big and small—projects that support our economic recovery, create local jobs, and deliver on our vision to find a balance between conservation, restoration and recreation. It’s more than just projects that contribute to our vision and balance. 


Under Community Engagement and Partnerships, we are also encouraging Brisbane residents to take direct action, to adopt practices that contribute to a more sustainable city. This also helps foster recognition of our diverse fauna and flora by working in partnership with passionate volunteers. Through this, we are delivering a range of activations, events and behaviour change campaigns. 

One such example is that we have taken steps to reduce the impact of single use plastics on the environment. We have shown leadership by phasing out helium balloons, plastic straws and single use plastic bottles at Council events. We even banned plastic wrap on election day, Mr Chair, and we will continue to encourage residents to live more sustainably.


Another example that will continue this coming year is our long-standing tradition of distributing free native plants. This began in the late 1960s, and is, in fact, Australia’s oldest free native plants program. We expect over 45,000 native plants will be given out to help encourage more local green thumbs.


Although impacted by some COVID-related restrictions, our Green Heart Homes program will continue to inspire and support residents. Green Heart schools continues to work with future leaders, and in 2020-21 is delivering online learning programs. We’ve seen an increase to 33 schools and 78 students take part in this year’s student environment leadership network. 


Mr Chair, pivot must surely be the word of the year. COVID-19 has changed what’s possible in terms of events for Brisbane’s own sustainability agency CitySmart. Together we are working with CitySmart to help them pivot and support community organisations and support local small businesses to increase resilience and help respond to some of the challenges they face in this post-pandemic world. This coming year, the LORD MAYOR will continue to help community environment groups build their capacity through training and support, and to access funds for projects which will directly lead to enhanced bushland and waterway health within areas of high ecological importance. 

I know that many Councillors, including myself, feel very passionately about our community conservation partnerships program. This is the overall name given to the combination of Habitat Brisbane, Creek Catchment and the Wildlife Conservation Partnerships programs. This remains a very popular program, and both the LORD MAYOR and I are committed to seeing resources in this area continue. CCPP (Community Conservation Partnerships program) currently coordinates groups and individuals to deliver bushland and waterway improvements on 983 sites, empowering over 8,500 volunteers.


Importantly, the Lord Mayor’s Community Sustainability and Environmental Grants program continues to offer funding for environment and sustainability initiatives for community groups, non-profit organisations, schools and individuals across four categories—environment, sustainability, cultivating community gardens and native wildlife carers grants. 


Last year over 6,500 native animals were rescued within our city boundary. So, this coming year, we will continue to fund the Native Animal Ambulance Service operated by the RSPCA. We know that as climate cycles vary, Brisbane will need to be ready for more frequent extreme weather events. We will support outcomes that benefit both flood and drought resilience in our community. We will continue to deliver accessible flood information for residents and businesses to ensure flood risk across the city is understood and information provided to the public is both simple and accessible. 


The LORD MAYOR has a vision to make Brisbane Australia’s koala capital. This year there is continued funding for important koala research work which focuses on key issues facing the species in Brisbane in partnership with universities and leading experts. In my own ward of Coorparoo, work continues on the Norman Creek Master Plan. The transformation of Hanlon Park becomes a reality, creating a vibrant urban oasis supported by a naturalised water channel to replace the ugly concrete drain. 


Likewise, the Oxley Creek transformation will continue, with the delivery of projects and initiatives identified in the award-winning master plan. Mr Chair, I’m so proud that we will continue to demonstrate leadership in energy and carbon management. The LORD MAYOR will ensure our carbon neutral certification is maintained for Council operations. At a time when the State Government can’t get one department to be carbon neutral, it is an LNP Administration who will maintain this status for Australia’s largest local government. 

For the first time in 2021, we will also take steps to actively encourage householders to make changes in their own home to reduce their emissions as well as household costs. Mr Chair, we have wonderful weather in Brisbane, with more than 280 days of sunshine each year, and I know that many families make the most of this in our parks and reserves. This year the LORD MAYOR has committed to building, upgrading and enhancing 112 suburban parks and dog parks across the city. 

Late last year we reached our goal of purchasing 750 hectares of at-risk bushland across the city. This coming year, having witnessed the recent horror of bushfires, we will have a renewed focus on management, particularly fire management. Our efforts to reduce the impacts of an invasive species on the city’s biodiversity also continues. The Brisbane Invasive Species Management Plan and the Wipe Out Weeds program has a solid investment of over $5 million. 

We will continue bushland restoration through the delivery of the Environmental Offsets program, with over 200,000 plantings and 192 hectares under management. Our Greener Suburbs project focuses on tree planting within selected suburbs along major roads. Planting trees helps cool our streets, support active travel, and beautify busy local traffic corridors. 

Last year the LORD MAYOR revealed his inspiring Green Future Fund. Despite the emerging economic climate, this year a revenue of $15 million from the City of Brisbane Investment Corporation will be poured into our parks. His unwavering commitment to ensure the Brisbane of tomorrow is better than the Brisbane of today is demonstrated by his major investment of $83 million at Victoria Park. Brisbane residents have embraced his vision for the transformation, and this year, taking on board all the feedback we have received, we will develop a final vision and begin planning to support this iconic central parkland. 

As well as Victoria Park, our iconic parks for Brisbane budget supports high profile parks such as the City Botanic Gardens, Witton Barracks Park and Nudgee Waterholes. The Local Government Infrastructure Plan enables us to deliver new or upgraded park infrastructure in areas forecast to undergo significant growth. This coming year we will spend $13 million upgrading existing parks or purchasing new parks through the LGIP in Upper Kedron, West End, MacGregor, Marchant, Richlands, Oxley, Moggill and Chelmer. 

Last year we saw the addition of 10 netball courts across the city, and this year we will continue to deliver sports parks at Runcorn, Heathwood, Windsor and Nudgee, with a $19.3 million spend. Metropolitan and District parks will see a $2.2 million facelift for play equipment, outdoor furniture, shade and landscaping at Gus Davies Park, Thrush Street Park, Blackwood Street Park, and Kuralgari Park. 

Neighbourhood parks across the city are also in line for a $2.7 million freshen up in Stretton, Mansfield, Brighton, Forest Lake and Ascot, just to name a few. Funding for the rehabilitation and enhancement of dog off-leash areas has more than doubled since 2017-18 to more than $1.5 million this year as we continue to see our DOLAs (dog off-leash areas) increase in popularity. We will continue to upgrade safety lighting in our parks and there is over $800,000 for upgrading necessary facilities like toilets. 

The LORD MAYOR has also committed $3.1 million to the maintenance of 31 lakes, enclosed water bodies and ornamental ponds across 29 park sites across the city, including $1.4 million at Forest Lake and the first stage of work at Einbunpin Lagoon at a cost of over $200,000. We will also spend nearly $300,000 to rehabilitate and upgrade the city’s memorials and sites of cultural heritage within parks, including at Walter Hill Fountain, Sandgate Memorial Park, Bulimba Memorial Park, Ashgrove Memorial Park and Keating Park. 

From 2020-21, the curation of Sherwood Arboretum will be included under the same budget line as Mt Coot-tha Botanic Gardens. Sherwood Arboretum is recognised as Brisbane’s third botanic garden. I know the LORD MAYOR has been there recently, meeting with residents and friends of the arboretum who are looking forward to celebrating the 100th anniversary in March 2025. Additionally we’re preparing for the 50th birthday of the Brisbane Botanic Gardens at Mt Coot-tha, which officially opened in 1976. 

Mr Chair, as we know all too well, Brisbane is built on a flood plain. Waterway health and sustainability, as well as preparing for flooding, make up a key part of this program. The LORD MAYOR continues to invest in developing, planning and engagement services to help guide the management of our city’s water resources. Currently, water levels in the South East Queensland Water Grid are below 65%, prompting drought readiness under SEQ Water’s drought response plan. The WaterSmart Future Service is helping us prepare to meet for the challenges of potential future drought restrictions. Water meters will be installed at locations based on audits at 50 key Council sites. The trial will test water meter models available on the market, and their compatibility with Council’s operating systems. Some $3.8 million will be spent to improve waterway health and function, and deliver a range of waterway rehabilitation projects. These include revegetation, fish protection, fish passage improvements, on-stream habitat rehabilitation and water quality improvements. 

The flood resilient homes program continues this year. Launched in June 2018, it provides practical assistance to properties affected by frequent overland flow flooding. The award‑winning program, recognised nationally, helps fund changes in homes to make sure residents can quickly recover from flood events. This Administration has a strong track record, and we have a wide-ranging agenda when it comes to creating a clean, green and sustainable Brisbane. We don’t deal in platitudes; we walk the talk, and we lead by example. 

In wrapping up, Mr Chair, I want to give my personal thanks to the whole Natural Environment, Water and Sustainability branch within Council who have assisted in bringing me up to speed with this huge program in just the short time I’ve been Chair. To Andrea, Tim, Lachlan, Elizabeth, Wade, Dave and Kate, thank you for your support. To my own team—Ian, Stephanie, Dean, Danny, Helen and Michael, Deputy Chair Councillor DAVIS and my incredibly patient family who make their own sacrifices, I say thank you.

Chair:
Councillor CUNNINGHAM, your time has expired. 


Councillor MARX.

Councillor MARX:
Yes, thank you, Chair; it’s my pleasure to speak for the first time as Chair for City Standards, Community Health and Safety to present Program 3 to the Chamber today as part of the LORD MAYOR’s annual budget. I’d like to recognise Councillor David McLACHLAN, Councillor Peter MATIC and Councillor Vicki HOWARD for all the work they’ve done in this portfolio previously.


I’d like to focus on the Waste and Resource Recovery Services specifically on Program 3.5, Managing and Reducing Brisbane’s Waste and Litter. As the LORD MAYOR and others have mentioned previously, this budget has been a very tough budget and tough decisions have had to be made. Due to the severe economic impacts on our city of the coronavirus pandemic, we have taken the very tough decision to postpone the kerbside collection service until July 2022. I use the word postpone very intentionally as we have budgeted for the return of this service in July 2022, and as the LORD MAYOR has stated on a number of occasions, if we can bring it back sooner, then we will absolutely do so.


The decision to postpone was not made lightly. Keeping Brisbane clean and green and sustainable is extremely important to all of us, and providing a cost-effective and efficient waste service forms a key part of this goal. Many households still need to be able to dispose of household rubbish, both responsibly and affordably, so this budget has funding to ensure that all Brisbane households, including tenants, will receive waste vouchers to meet this need. I can inform the Chamber that the intention is that all waste vouchers will be received by all households by 31 July 2020. 


Managing and reducing our city’s waste is never a single silver bullet approach. I encourage residents to remember that items can still be taken to their local Resource Recovery Centres at Nudgee, Willawong, Ferny Grove and Chandler for disposal. If the items are in good condition, they can be donated for free to be re‑sold at Council’s tip shop. It’s also worthwhile remembering that many Brisbane charities also offer a pick-up service of quality pre-loved furniture, and there are also local businesses who offer rubbish removal services for a small fee. 

In fact, both Channel 7 and Channel 9 had stories on this in the news the other night, and Lifeline was actively requesting furniture for their showrooms. They actually showed some footage of some empty showrooms where they had virtually nothing there. So, those who have done that corona clean-up, as we’re now calling it, give your Lifeline a call or get along to those tip shops and donate your stuff there, because they’ll receive it with open arms. 


But, unfortunately, for those items that are not recyclable, make sure you use your waste voucher to dispose of those items responsibly. As I mentioned earlier, this is a very tough budget, and a big part of that is just getting on with the job. With that in mind, I would like to just deliver a couple of the key deliverables from the LORD MAYOR’s budget.


As we’ve mentioned, we’re offering the free delivery of a larger recycling bin from 1 July. That will entail ringing the contact centre, asking them that you would like to swap your current 240 size recycling bin for a larger one, which will actually give you a recycling capacity of 150%. You know you can ring the contact centre to organise that, and the drivers will come out and sort that out for you.


We also have the compost and worm farm rebate that we will provide those free of service for residents. This rebate also begins on 1 July 2020. So, what happens is residents will go online, they will participate in a video link tutelage to show them about the recycling program. They will be given a unique code which they can then use. They go off and buy their recycling bin, and it doesn’t have to be at the big national places that people generally associate with buying composting or worm recycling. Any reputable place is fine, as long as they get an appropriate receipt that has the relevant information on it. Then the rebate will be paid back to the resident. 


So, we recognise that our waste streams are constantly changing, and in response to this, we are linking all our waste and resource recovery services programs and services together so that we can target behaviour change across our key stakeholder groups. Those are the groups such as homes, schools, community, Council, business, building awards and then our sponsorships. 


This budget continues to focus on key projects to improve diversion of waste to landfill, including our tip shops, green waste collection service and enhanced recycling services in the public places. The budget also provides internal improvements as well, with a customer contact centre system replacement that will deliver a new customer service and request management solution. This solution will ensure that waste and resource recovery services have the technology to both maintain the efficiency of waste collection services, both now and into the future. In closing, Chair, I recommend Program 3 to the Council Chamber. Thank you.

Chair:
Further speakers?

Councillor LANDERS:
Point of order, Chair.

Chair:
Point of order to you, Councillor LANDERS.

ADJOURNMENT:

	751/2019-20
At that time, 10.35am, it was resolved on the motion of Councillor Sandy LANDERS, seconded by Councillor Sarah HUTTON, that the meeting adjourn for a period of 15 minutes, to commence only when all Councillors had left the meeting.
Council stood adjourned at 10.36am.


UPON RESUMPTION:
Chair:
Welcome back, Councillors.

Are there any further speakers? 

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
Yes. Sorry, did you give me the call, Chair?

Chair:
Yes, I did.

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
Okay, thank you very much. Yes, I’m looking to respond to what we’ve just heard from Councillor CUNNINGHAM and to talk about this clean, green, sustainability Program. Councillor CUMMING will be speaking as the secondary speaker in this Program in regards to the Waste line of this Program. But let me start with the portion that Councillor CUNNINGHAM raised. 


It’s disappointing, this Program, that when you actually start to look at it, there have been a number of very significant cuts in what it delivers. Unfortunately, none of that was raised by Councillor CUNNINGHAM. I think the thing that I took out of Councillor CUNNINGHAM’s speech—and I agree with her on—was the impact of COVID-19 and the way people are spending more time in their local communities and, more importantly, wanting to be involved in their local communities and to participate and be involved in our parks. Which is why it’s so disappointing the way the Administration has handled this particular Program.


So, let’s have a look at the cuts. Green Heart Home and Schools program has been cut by $100,000. The Community Conservation Assistance program has been cut by $250,000. BrisMAP Drainage Data has gone. FloodSmart assets has gone from the program. FloodWise Sourcing has also gone from the program. Fountains and Water Features—that’s been numerous releases, numerous PR stunts by the LORD MAYOR—it’s disappeared from the program. Gone is Land Contamination Management. Bushland Acquisition has been reduced, disappointingly, by $1 million on the projected income that we were expecting to spend this year. 


For those who love Jacaranda planting, that has gone from the program, cutting $100,000. Delivery of new parks in Brisbane has taken a hit of $5 million. Upgrading neighbourhood parks has taken a hit of $700,000. Now, I heard Councillor CUNNINGHAM talk about the Green Future Fund. It last year had a line item projection of $22 million. Councillor CUNNINGHAM was talking about it being $15 million this year. It isn’t showing up in the budget records. Gone is the rehabilitation of stormwater assets.


These are significant losses to the Program, and significant hits on a Program that should be the Program that sings about what we’re doing in the city, and sings about what we do, or what this Administration is doing. Also, I was interested to note, there was an announcement several years ago by the LORD MAYOR of a major sporting field delivery for Windsor and Rocklea, and that was in last year’s budget and in this year’s budget. But what has dropped off that particular program and what the LORD MAYOR announced is Rocklea. So, we’re delivering a great new sporting precinct at Windsor, with the whole concept of delivering one at Rocklea has suddenly disappeared.


The only thing that I can see is that one is in an LNP area and one is in a Labor area. So, I would ask Councillor CUNNINGHAM to actually say what has happened to the Rocklea promise? Where has that gone? Why aren’t there millions of dollars being spent on that, given that there was a commitment by Councillor Quirk and the LNP for that to happen? At the moment, that land sits vacant.


Now, I’m particularly concerned about waterways and drainage. As a Councillor, and I know many Councillors are affected by this issue, stormwater infrastructure has had a significant cut of $3.7 million—$3.7 million to stormwater infrastructure. Drainage contributed assets has been cut by $6 million. Major waterway vegetation management has been cut by $100,000, and we all know that that’s a program that actually needs to be expanded. I know I met with Councillor MARX, and she was in agreement and actually was saying that this is one of her biggest issues across the city, is vegetation management and waterways. What are we seeing the Administration doing? We’re seeing them cut it. 


Cyclical desilting waterways has also been cut in half. These are everyday programs delivering for the residents of Brisbane, and yet this Administration and this LORD MAYOR see them as something as extras, and want to cut them. I know Councillor CUMMING will talk about the cut to kerbside collection. I know I’m receiving phone calls, many phone calls, from residents in my office about why that has been cut. Many of those are elderly residents. They’re residents with a disability who depend on that program. It’s fine to say, take it to Lifeline. The reality is, residents have come to depend on that. 


But most disappointing for me—and I know Councillor CUNNINGHAM loves the environment and she’s passionate about our bushland groups and our volunteers—and we had had discussions at Committee about expanding the program, expanding the program of Creek Catchment Officers and Habitat Brisbane officers. Both of us, as well as I know Councillor MARX, I know a number of Labor Councillors, have volunteers who want to be involved in that program, but disappointingly we’ve put no extra assets into that. 

That’s a program where we have 8,000 volunteers. Imagine if we doubled that number of volunteers. Imagine if we were able to harness that for our city. It wouldn’t just be good for our residents, it would be good for our waterways and good for us as a Council in what we’re delivering. So, I’m particularly disappointed that that program hasn’t expanded. I’ll put that down to Councillor CUNNINGHAM being new to the role and not being able to influence the budget in time in her role. But, Councillor CUNNINGHAM, I’m hoping that in future years this is an area that we can expand because it needs to be expanded and it’s the right thing to do.

Disappointingly, our Community Conservation Partnerships Program was slashed by half, so from $479,000 to $238,000. The other area that’s disappeared from the program—and, given his dues, Campbell Newman introduced this—the voluntary home buy-back scheme; of course, I was pushing him to introduce this—has been removed from the program. So, it’s not there; it’s been repurposed, whatever you want to call it. It’s disappeared.

There’s no intention of us to buy any homes in this program. So, that is disappointing because that is really strategic in terms of us as a Council buying homes where liveable space is affected by Q1 or Q2, which means those people flood either once or twice a year in liveable areas of their home. So, for that program to have gone is a mistake by the Administration. 

The other one that’s very evasive by the Administration is carbon credits. We are a carbon‑neutral organisation, but we’re doing it on the cheap, because we buy most of those credits overseas. You can explain where we’re doing it, but I believe, and Labor believes, that those carbon credits should be bought in Australia, bought where it contributes to our economy, where it contributes to our betterment of what we’re doing in terms of the environment, where it actually produces results at home. 

Yes, I know the argument will be, well, we all live on one planet. Stop doing the cheap‑skating and actually put the money back into Australia and into our country where local projects that need to be backed. It’s a mistake for that not to be happening. 

Look, overall, this is a very important program for the city. Every Councillor benefits from this program. Every citizen benefits from this program. It’s disappointing that the LNP has chosen to back so many cuts. It’s disappointing that the LNP hasn’t delivered on their promises, such as the sports fields at Rocklea. It’s particularly disappointing—and all we need is a storm for us to show that the waterways and drainage are being mismanaged by this Administration that has seen that that’s where you take a cut to. 

Finally, the way we’re missing out on our opportunity to expand the habitat program for this city, when we all know the community love habitat, they love our bushland. That is really a missed opportunity as well. Thank you for giving me the opportunity to speak, Mr Chairman.

Chair:
Further speakers?

Councillor DAVIS.

Councillor DAVIS:
Thank you, Mr Chair, and I rise to speak on Program 3, Clean, Green and Sustainable City. I’d like to start by thanking Councillors CUNNINGHAM and MARX for their very comprehensive presentations at the Program 3 Budget information sessions. I certainly walked away from those presentations clearly in mind that this Administration is absolutely committed to keeping Brisbane clean, green and sustainable. I am very proud to be part of a team committed to carbon neutrality, and working in partnership with residents, businesses and community groups to ensure that Brisbane remains a sustainability leader in Australia.


Mr Chair, Brisbane has an expanding network of over 2,100 parks maintaining more than 15,000 hectares of urban parkland and bushland for residents to enjoy. We’re continuing to provide well-maintained and clean facilities, playgrounds and general park amenities so that residents can make the best use of our parks and open spaces. 


In the 2020-21 financial year, Council will continue our Delivering Iconic Parks program. This program is supported by $15 million through our Green Future Fund. This program helps to ensure Brisbane’s key city park network meets the needs and expectations of residents by planning for and delivering upgrades to park facilities to enhance the visitor experience they provide and, of course, to deliver key city park upgrade works in accordance with approved park master plans and conservation management plans. 


This year, McDowall Ward will benefit from funding for continued work in the Grinstead, Corbett and Shand Street parks project. These three adjoining parks provide well-connected greenspace for a range of recreational activities, including use of the playgrounds, multi-use games and sporting facilities, exercise equipment and picnic facilities. This project aims to enhance the existing facilities and provide a greater range of recreational opportunities that will cater to a broad spectrum of the community. It’s a fantastic upgrade project, and I’m excited to see it moving ahead, as I’m sure you are, Mr Chair.


Mr Chair, in this financial year, our Maintaining Suburban Parks project will also continue to reconstruct, rehabilitate and upgrade existing surfaced and unsurfaced roads, car parks, access tracks and bridges in our parks and natural areas. This program also provides for inspection programs to ensure that future works are prioritised, based on the evidence of condition, safety and compliance. 

Locally, $180,000 of funding has been secured to improve Teralba Park in Everton Park. Council will repair the roadway edges off Osborne Road and remediate the lower section of the car park next to the Mitchelton Soccer Club to treat some erosion issues there.

Mr Chair, this Administration has also provided funding for Playground Replacements projects. With over 1,200 playground nodes in our city parks, this program focuses on rehabilitating and replacing playground equipment in existing playgrounds to meet Australian standards and Council policies and making them accessible and inclusive for children of all ages and abilities. As part of this program, $133,000 is being provided for the upgrade of Beckett Road Park in McDowall. In heavy rain, this park is at risk of creek flooding and can experience overland flow. The funding this year gives options to relocate the replacement playground equipment should that be needed.

I’m also very pleased that Council has allocated $86,000 for the half basketball court in Teralba Park in Everton Park to be upgraded. It’s a very, very popular park where the facilities are well used, and this upgrade to the half-court will be warmly welcomed by residents. 

McDowall Ward is home to many of Brisbane’s best parks and reserves. This year’s Conservation Reserves Management Program will ensure that we are prioritising and focusing on works that are considered essential for the effective management of Brisbane’s natural areas. This program has some great initiatives in it, and I’m really excited that funding has been secured for stage 1 of the construction of a viewing observation point at Milne Hill Outlook in Chermside West. The design work has already been undertaken for this project, and when the project is completed, it will provide residents and visitors an enhanced experience of the walking trails leading up to the viewing point.

Mr Chair, Program 3 also provides for the local waterways health assessment and evaluation project. This program helps Council gauge the status of and pressures on Brisbane’s waterways that impact ecological health. In addition to this, Council’s major Waterways Vegetation Management project has assisted in identifying a number of priority sites across flooding hotspots. Works under the program involve vegetation management within these major waterways to restore flood conveyance capacity. The environmental values of these waterways will also be enhanced by the introduction of native vegetation instead of weeds. 

As part of this program, McDowall Ward has been allocated $56,000 for Cabbage Tree Creek at Albany Creek Road in Aspley and Beckett Road in Bridgeman Downs. The Cabbage Tree Creek is an integral part of the Cabbage Tree Creek catchment that flows from the Taylor Range through the northern suburbs, Brisbane, into Moreton Bay. The waterway is also an important part of surrounding wildlife corridors which are home to a wide variety of native wildlife species.

Mr Chair, I’d also like to take a moment to highlight a lesser known part of Program 3, Sustainable Water Management. Although Council does not control the water coming into your house, we do look after the drain that moves it away. Council is at the leading edge nationally in stormwater harvesting re-use. Since 2006 we’ve created 30 stormwater harvesting assets through the investment of over $20 million. 

This system has the capacity to harvest over 400 megalitres of water per year to irrigate the sporting fields of over 100 sports clubs and support thousands of people in the community to pursue a healthy and active lifestyle. This reclaimed stormwater provides enormous benefits to the local sporting community that utilise these facilities, and also provides direct reduction in use of potable water.

Mr Chair, this Administration is also committed to creating resilient, strong communities that can actively prepare for severe weather events, including flooding. Our Flood Resilient Homes program was launched as a pilot in June 2018, initially focusing on frequent flooding risks in Rosalie and Inala precincts, but last year the program was expanded to a further two suburbs, and now 901 homeowners have been invited to this program. 

The program provides up to $50,000 in flood resilient home retrofits, which includes the relocation of electrical supply and services, replacement of floors and walls with more resilient materials, and in some instances up to $100,000 for the raising of homes. In 2019 and 2020, 112 homeowners received a home service under this program,112 homes have been identified for flood resilience retrofits, and 46 retrofits have been delivered through the incentive scheme. In this financial year, $3.6 million has been allocated to continue this program so that retrofits can be completed through the program.


Mr Chair, I’d just like to say a few words about composting hubs. In McDowall Ward, we are lucky to have two composting hubs—firstly at the Downfall Creek Environment Centre in Chermside West, and the other at the Nest Community in Everton Park. These two hubs actively encourage residents to pop down on a regular basis and put their food scraps in the garden compost bins. They also take the opportunity to educate residents about the benefits of composting when they’re there. 


These sites are well patroned, and a great little story is that the local kindy, whose children walk the trolley to Downfall Creek with their weekly kitchen scraps, also pop into some of the older residents’ home and collect their additional waste while they’re on the way. So, young or old, this is a terrific program to become involved in to reduce the amount of organic waste that we create. 


I would also add that the kitchen caddy program is also very popular in the McDowall Ward. They are certainly a popular take-away from the ward or at my mobile offices, so that residents can take their scraps to the local composting hubs. 


Mr Chair, in closing, this Administration has demonstrated once again that we can deliver on our commitments to have a balanced sensible budget, but continue to help Brisbane be clean, green and sustainable. Congratulations to Councillors CUNNINGHAM and MARX for their work in these very challenging times, and I commend this excellent Program to the Chamber.

Chair:
Further speakers?

Councillor CUMMING.

Councillor CUMMING:
Yes, thank you, Mr Chair. Mr Chair, Councillor DAVIS referred to composting hubs. The one in my area has been closed since the pandemic started, and despite advice on the Council’s website that they were being reopened, it still hasn’t reopened. So, I’d be interested to know what’s happening there across the city.


Outcome 3.5, Managing Brisbane’s Waste and Litter, reminds me of the old saying, the more things change, the more they stay the same. The Administration has run out of ideas in the waste and litter space. Also, the budget document shows a substantial reduction in the amount of expense on this program compared to what was in last year’s budget. It’s down some 18% or $33 million, and for the next financial year, it’s down 17% or $34 million, so substantial. That’s not just—that can’t be explained by the large items collection having been scrapped for the time being.


Progressive councils throughout Australia have been supplying residents with what they call FOGO bins—Food Organic Garden Organic bins. Residents can place not only garden waste but food scraps. These FOGO bins are provided by a large number of councils across Australia. Private operators are happy to collect the waste and make compost, which is used to make the council area the greenest place you could imagine. It also can be supplied to farmers in the region. The amount of methane produced in council landfills is slashed. This LNP Administration needs to get up with what’s happening across Australia and introduce FOGO bins in Brisbane. 


Instead, what do they propose? Mr Chair, the LNP propose a return to the past, providing a rebate on the cost of compost bins or worm farms. This was done several decades ago. In the past, some service clubs like Rotary used to actually deliver the bins free of charge on behalf of Council, but now the Council will be providing the rebate and you’ll just have to arrange your own delivery.


But worst of all, of course—and this is what this budget overall has been known for—is the ending of the kerbside collection program. This is a very popular program, and we predict this will annoy and anger many residents, the decision of the Council. Again, this is a step back in the past, and using the COVID-19 pandemic as an excuse for bad policy.


I predict the amount of rubbish dumped along roads and in bushland areas will skyrocket over the next two years. Also, there’s always the fear that, once something is taken away by any level of government, it may never return. 


Also, this LNP Administration continue with the institutionalise rip-off of small business ratepayers in the city. Small businesses pay the same amount as residential ratepayers for waste management, $350.92 per annum, but do not get a recycling bin unless they pay extra for a recycling service. The Administration pretends to be the friends of small business and, in fact, they’re ripping them off.


The more things change, the more things stay the same, under the LNP.

Chair:
Further speakers?

Councillor TOOMEY.

Councillor TOOMEY:
Thank you, Chair. I first would like to address Councillor CUMMING’s comment regarding FOGO. We know from previous Committee presentations that roughly the average Brisbane household throws away roughly $3,500 worth of food into their bin on a yearly basis. For many Brisbane families, this is a family holiday. This Council has been encouraging the community not to throw their food waste away, but to buy what they need and use as they go. We did that program through Love Food Hate Waste. 


Personally, my own household, we’ve reduced our food waste to around five litres of food waste a week for a family of four, which is quite easy to compost using the recommended programs that Council has through the composting system. So, in terms of providing a FOGO system for Brisbane as a local government area, some of the challenges we would face are around the humidity that we have in the area, the food rotting in place which is also of some issue, and it’s attractant to pests such as rats. This is something that we don’t want to see as a city. We would rather see people—

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor TOOMEY:
—conserve their cash, consume the food that they buy on a weekly basis, therefore not throwing away the food into the bin and generating methane. This is the idea that we’ve gone out to the community with. This is the idea that my family and my household run with, and it’s been quite successful for our own particular circumstance.


Moving on to further items in Program 3, like many of our wards, they’re diverse. My ward has old structures in it, some homes up to 120 years old. Then, in Upper Kedron, we have homes where the concrete is still curing. Historically, my ward’s main industry has been extractive industry. There’s been seven quarries through The Gap Ward over a period of time, and that has been interceded by agriculture which sort of ceased around the sixties. 


For a young colony in a growing Brisbane, The Gap Ward area provided the raw stone from the quarries for the roads and the buildings, and fresh fruit and produce sold in our corner stores and local shops. Today, if you go for a walk along the kilometres of pathway that we have in The Gap Ward, you could be mistaken that the green, leafy suburb has always been this way. This is not so.


Programs like Clean, Green and Sustainable City have provided the means for transportive outcomes for The Gap and for the city, in turning an area that was basically extractive industry and agriculture into an urban environment of flora and fauna that we celebrate today. 


Brisbane is Australia’s most biodiverse capital. No one would have expected, when Lord Mayor Sallyanne Atkinson planted the first tree in Enoggera Creek in Ashgrove with a group of locals, that today we would have a young koala doe choose to raise her joey in Ashgrove. That’s less than six kilometres from the CBD. No other capital city in Australia can make that claim, that we have wild koalas breeding within six kilometres of the CBD.


Program 3 and the funding provided through this Program is transformative to our city. This budget delivers land remediation outcomes in Sunset Park in Ashgrove and in Keperra picnic ground in Ferny Grove, under Service item 3.2.3.1. These projects, in combination with the Natural Waterway projects, to be delivered under item 3.4.1.4 on Ross Road and Curlew Crescent in Upper Kedron, both on Cedar Creek South, and Corbie Street in Ashgrove on Enoggera Creek, will improve the catchments of Enoggera and Kedron Brook, and provide improvements to the area for community use. 


In areas of conservation, as Councillors will know, the Keperra Bushland expanded over the past two years. Under this budget, the Administration are continuing to tackle the problem of noxious weeds in Keperra and further reducing the impact of weeds in the upper reaches of the Kedron Brook catchment. I’m also pleased to see works will begin on erosion management along the Kulgun track. This is a popular pedestrian route between Bardon and The Gap. I know Councillor MATIC is very supportive of this project, and will further improve the area for our residents to take advantage of the great outdoors and enjoy the natural environment in their backyards.


For all the walkers who stop by for a chat a number of times on my regular community corner, on the corner of Samford and Upper Kedron Roads, this budget has made provisions to close the loop on their daily stroll along Upper Kedron Road. 


Moving on to 3.3.3.2, memorials and heritage, Councillor CUNNINGHAM mentioned the Ashgrove Memorial Park. This park was established in the 1920s to acknowledge the soldiers of the Great War, but it has never been really used for its intended use, with Stewart Place being the preferred option for our returned soldiers. Almost 100 years has passed, and this memorial place will become a permanent space for our Anzac Day ceremony, and I want to pass my thanks on to the LORD MAYOR from a grateful community and the local RSL Chapter for providing funding to create a space reflective of its original intent.


Stormwater is always a challenge, and this Administration is undertaking two major projects in Ashgrove and The Gap. Both of these projects will improve the movement of water at times of significant event, and improve the egress of water in areas impacted by severe capacity. This program will continue to have a transformative effect on our subtropical city, improve our natural urban environment, cool our city, shade our streets with natural shade, and continue to rehabilitate bushland, maintain and establish natural corridors. This LORD MAYOR is investing in green and ecological outcomes like no other predecessor, and truly walks the walk and talks the talk in his green boots. 


Finally, I’d like to thank the LORD MAYOR, Councillor CUNNINGHAM, Councillor MARX, for provisions under this Program, and I’d also like to thank Council officers for their involvement in this Program and the huge number of volunteers who work alongside our habitat groups and our wildlife carers to improve our urban environment and ensure Brisbane continues to be the most biodiverse capital city and koala capital of Australia. I commend the Program to the Chamber.

Chair:
Further speakers?

Councillor CASSIDY.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Thanks, Chair. Talking on this Program, I’ll cover a few items, but I’ll start with waste management and pick up where Councillor TOOMEY left off on a couple of points there. But this area of this program, in this budget, should be about innovation instead of capitulation, Chair. Councillor MARX, in the information sessions, admitted that the Rochedale dump is just about full and perhaps has a couple of years left in it. We know that the best part of 80,000 tonnes of compostable material is going into landfill each and every year, so that’s the ‘FO’ of FOGO going into Brisbane’s landfill each and every year.


Councillor TOOMEY talked about the issue of that type of material sitting in a FOGO bin and the issues of humidity and temperature in Brisbane. The reality is that sort of material is currently sitting in a bin for a week, it’s just the general waste bin that’s then going into general landfill. So, those issues of Brisbane’s climate and Brisbane’s temperature and the frequency of a rubbish collection are not big issues to overcome in Brisbane. They are starting that up the road in Ipswich, which is hotter than it is here in Brisbane, so that’s not a valid argument against a body of work to be happening right now, and that’s what should be happening in this budget, Chair. 


So, we need to be seeing that at great speed. Councillor TOOMEY said one of the ways in which we can extend the life of what we currently do here in Brisbane is by investing in things like the Love Food Hate Waste program which has been cut this year. So, it’s good that he’s doing it in his home, but it’s not good that Council is no longer supporting those initiatives to encourage people to throw away less food at home, and at the same time not investing and not doing the work on introducing a full FOGO service. 

It makes so much sense to have that conversation, Chair, and it’s something that we have taken upon ourselves as Labor Councillors to do, to have that conversation. We started a community survey, and for the benefit of Councillors, I’ll share some of the information with you all. So, we’ve had about 2,000 responses to date. About 58% of people hadn’t heard of FOGO before they took that survey; 46% said they composted at home; 5% use a composting hub; and 47% don’t do either. So, that does indicate that composting hubs just aren’t a viable option for the vast majority of people here in Brisbane, and they won’t reduce in any significant way the 80,000 tonnes of organic waste that is going into landfill. 98% of people think we should start a FOGO service here in Brisbane, and 95% of people would use that service if it was available. The top five things that are being put into a general bin that people would put into a FOGO bin include fruit and veg scraps, at 91%; tea bags and coffee grinds at 80%; egg shells at 78%; weeds at 76%; and grass clippings at 76%. So, people understand that this service will be a good thing to reduce the amount of organic waste going into the general waste stream. 93% believe a FOGO bin will reduce that general waste that their household produces as an individual household.

So, that certainly is a very clear indication that the people of Brisbane are very happy to have this conversation, and are very keen to see a service like this progressing. Some of the feedback, Chair, that we received in terms of comments are also very informative. One of the respondents said they don’t have a use for a compost system at their house, or they don’t currently use one. So, it would be amazing to have the Council take it and put it to better use than ending up in landfill. 

Another said it was a brilliant idea and know so many people that want to compost but find home composting too complicated, and the perfect solution and to reduce waste by a huge amount would be FOGO, so please implement. Another said we’d love to see this introduced as part of our green sustainability project. It works amazingly in other communities, and easily reduces general waste landfill, and that’s what we should be striving for. 

So, we couldn’t agree more with that, and we’re very happy to be able to contribute to this debate and to, in many ways, lead the debate that we’re having here in Brisbane about food organics, garden organics. 

Keeping on the waste theme, Chair, we need to talk about kerbside collections. Now, I along with thousands of Brisbane residents were absolutely gobsmacked that the LORD MAYOR would actually gloat about the cutting of kerbside collections in his budget speech. It’s normally the sort of thing that, I suppose in hindsight, he probably regrets that. It’s the sort of thing you see hidden away, but he took it upon himself, Chair, to actually gloat about cutting that essential service. He said it wasn’t an essential service, but we know in his view that an advertising budget for this Council is probably more essential than kerbside collection.

We think the management of waste is absolutely a core responsibility of Council. Kerbside collections were, Chair, one of the great levellers. It meant people who couldn’t otherwise get to the dump could dispose of waste without great cost. Elderly people, people living with a disability, that option now is no longer there for them. I was contacted yesterday by a pensioner living in Zillmere, Chair, and she says the following, ‘Jared, I am an aged pensioner in government housing at Zillmere. We have a washing machine and a microwave I need to dispose of and, as the Lord Mayor has now cancelled kerbside clean‑up for two years, I have no way of getting rid of them. I do not have any close family who can help me, and even if I had tip vouchers, they would be of no use as I do not drive. Are you able to assist me in any way?’.

We have assisted that pensioner, now, Chair, and we’re helping her to dispose of those items. But this is just one example of so many we’re going to see over the next two years of people unfairly disadvantaged by the decisions of this Administration. I just thought I would share some of the comments we have received from residents of Brisbane, ratepayers of Brisbane, when they heard about this service being cut. 

Sharon said, ‘such a shame; it’s a really useful and appreciated service.’ Jill said, ‘what on earth is he, the Lord Mayor, thinking? It’s a really bad idea to cancel such a valuable service to us ratepayers. I hope he sees sense and changes this ridiculous decision.’ We couldn’t agree more, Jill. Lisa said, ‘yet I’ve still got a bloody colour magazine of them patting themselves on the back.’ Greg said, ‘bugger, we don’t have a car to get to the dump, and rely on the kerbside collection each year.’ Sue said, ‘this is a bad decision. So many households have had clean-ups and want to rid their properties of unnecessary clutter. Big mistake to not have this yearly kerbside collection.’ 

Todd said, ‘bizarre choice’, and Gordon said, ‘when will the injustices end?’ We agree. When will they end under this Administration? Probably never. When a Council, Chair, can afford to advertise itself but they can’t afford to pick up rubbish, there is something fundamentally wrong with this budget. 

On the Green Future Fund, Councillor CUNNINGHAM confirmed that what we realised would be happening, when CBIC (City of Brisbane Investment Corporation) didn’t pay Council a dividend last year, is that the Green Future Fund would be wound back and potentially in the future wound up. We know that those dividends are dodgy that have been paid to Council, and we see here writ large that that has been wound back by $5 million this year. So, that is one massive failure of rhetoric over reality over the last couple of years.

On carbon neutral, Councillor GRIFFITHS covered off on that. It’s very clear that, if we want to be a council that is genuinely committed to carbon neutrality and moving towards not just a carbon neutral council organisation but a carbon neutral city, we need to be investing in the types of carbon offset programs that benefit not only us in offsetting our carbon emissions but benefit local communities, not just here in Queensland but all over Australia that do those projects. So, we need to see more investment in that.

On some local projects, Chair, moving on to those quite rapidly now—I think I’m running out of time—the Brighton foreshore, Councillors in here would know for a while that this has been a project I’ve been passionate about since I’ve been a Councillor, something the LNP promised would be done as far back as 2008. That funding was given, and then it was taken. 

The upgrade of Brighton foreshore was something talked about extensively at the last election, and after our community efforts, we did elicit a commitment from the LORD MAYOR to kick this project off. So, seeing and having it confirmed by Councillor CUNNINGHAM that funding is now allocated to start the work on consultation and design is great news. It’s something that is more than just a Brighton project, it is very much a citywide project for everyone to enjoy. So that is very important work, and I’ll be getting in and involved in that. 

We know the paths are narrow and dangerous. There are next to no facilities or seating, and there’s no toilet block for kilometres from the Sandgate Pool right up to Decker Park. So, there is plenty of work to do. 

On the Einbunpin Lagoon, again Councillors would know my very strongly held views on the need for better management of this lagoon and the need for more funding to carry it out. After many years of lobbying, last year we got the draft management plan in place, and instead of treating it as business as usual each and every year, we now know that this is a project that needs special attention. I met Councillor CUNNINGHAM on site a few weeks ago to discuss elements of that plan, and I’m sure she appreciated how important that work is going forward—

Chair:
Councillor CASSIDY, your time has expired. 

Councillor CASSIDY:
Thanks, Chair. 

Chair:
Further speakers?

Councillor ATWOOD. 

Councillor ATWOOD. 

Councillor ATWOOD:
Thank you, Mr Chair, I also rise to speak on Program 3 and in particular the exciting upgrades that are happening in my ward of Doboy and our city’s waterway health. Waterway management is a tricky one. Water falls from the sky, it travels through our drainage network, flows through our creeks and State‑managed rivers, and into other Council areas as well. 


Now, in managing our waterways, I think it’s safe to say that water has no boundaries. Therefore, it is critical that a strategic water management approach is undertaken, and that Brisbane City Council collaborates with our regional partners so that, together, we can manage and work together towards improving our water quality. 


I recently had the wonderful opportunity to go out with the Ocean Crusaders to help clean up the Bulimba Creek near the mouth of the Brisbane River. Ian is a true inspiration. He started Ocean Crusaders in 2006 with the goal to help clean up plastics and other nasties from our waterways. But it was great to get out with Ian last month to help clean up over a tonne of rubbish, including washed up tires, old boat parts, fine plastics, old fencing material and bottles tangled amongst the mangroves. But I really appreciated the time to speak with him about his concerns, and also other ideas on how we can improve our waterway health.


That’s why I would like to commend Council for page 58 of this year’s budget book, Service 3.4.1.3 which enables Council to draw on this knowledge, expertise and innovative approach from our best practice leaders. These partnerships allow delivery of strategic investment, cost-effective solutions and innovative approaches for integrated water management across the city and within our regional catchments in South East Queensland. 


Secondly, I’d like to talk about the Resilient Rivers Initiative which facilitates a cross‑boundary investment in South East Queensland waterways. The resilient rivers initiative, instigated by the South East Queensland Council of Mayors in 2014, acknowledges that much of the sediment in the Brisbane River originates in upper catchment areas, outside of our local government area. 


The importance of a regional focus for sustainable water management was highlighted by the extreme weather event in 2011 when significant rains caused stormwater runoff and erosion, that washed sediment into the waterways, resulting in major waterway quality treatment concerns at our Mt Crosby Water Treatment Plant, Brisbane’s primary water supply. 

Broader catchment issues like this require partnerships with strong leadership and coordinated regional actions, and our actions are paying off. Over the past few years, we have seen dolphins coming up the Brisbane River again, and it is so amazing to see. I would like to commend the LORD MAYOR’s significant investment into this project and for the continuation of its funding. 

Now to some other funding that I warmly welcome in the Doboy Ward—my parks. Like all of us, I absolutely love my park, and am so excited to see the community involved in building some amazing parks for my residents. Some of these exciting upgrades include planning the early works for two of Brisbane’s iconic parks, including the Murarrie Recreation Reserve and Colmslie Beach Reserve. 

Colmslie Beach Reserve’s unique underwater design is absolutely loved. However, over the years, it has started to look a little tired, and is in some need of some significant restoration works. This funding will do so much more than restoring the playground, but continue to improve it. Last year I held a number of community consultations at the park over the school holidays and weekends to hear from families on what they would like to see added to this terrific park. 

Some of the suggestions included the addition of water playing, more seating, additional picnic shelters as it is a very popular birthday park, lighting, an all‑abilities play area providing for children with disabilities to feel included, improvements to the learn-to-ride area, and so, so much more. Over the coming 12 months, Council will start the task of its detailed plan, in correlation with the community’s feedback. 

Now, the other park that I’m very excited about is upgrades to the Murarrie Recreation Reserve. Early this week I had the opportunity to walk around the park with Council’s Project Manager, Helena. We spoke about the park’s incredible opportunity, with it being so close to Brisbane’s velodrome, located only 10 kilometres away at the Chandler Sports Centre. It’s incredible access via public transport and bikeway also. 

This upgrade does not only aim to achieve a state-of-the-art, closed circuit criterium, but the addition of a BMX track and a learn-to-ride area, and lighting upgrades so we can make the most of this terrific park. I’m so excited to continue consulting with peak bodies and locals to deliver an outcome not only for residents but cyclists across the globe. 

Now, this budget doesn’t just focus on major parks, but a long list of smaller, local playgrounds right here across the city, including Sheoak Park in Tingalpa, that are loved by their neighbourhoods. I’m excited to work with the residents around Sheoak Park to make a playground upgrade just for them. 

Mr Chair, I would like to commend this budget to the Chamber. I truly believe it has a fantastic, sustainable approach for our waterways. It remains focused on our clean, green city initiatives, by supporting our creek catchment groups, habitat groups and wildlife groups. It also continues to support our schools and sporting organisations through the Lord Mayor’s Community Sustainability and Environmental Grants. 

This year’s national school tree planting day will see the majority of my schools participating in planting trees on their grounds, and I would like to thank the Senior Arborist for the East Division, Russell, for assisting me and to arrange this for my schools. But as Councillor CUNNINGHAM said in her opening remarks, we are the largest local government in Australia. We are 100% carbon neutral. We are dedicated to continuing to improve this status with investments in our waterways, growing our greenspaces, and now focusing on improving them for residents to enjoy, and for the millions of animals that call Brisbane home, too. For these reasons, I commend this report to the Chamber.

Chair:
Further speakers?

Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, thank you, Mr Chairman. I rise to speak on Program 5. I’ll just start by acknowledging a couple of the good things that are in the budget. Certainly, the decision to recognise the Sherwood Arboretum as part of the Botanic Gardens a couple of years ago was a very good decision. This would be something that FOSA (Friends of Sherwood Arboretum Association Inc.) and I had been working for since Peter MATIC was the Councillor, and we had a meeting, I remember—this is pre the flood, so it was 2009 or maybe 2010—in my back office with the senior members of FOSA at that time, pushing for better outcomes for the arboretum. So, it’s been a long journey to see more focus on the arboretum.


The problem with what was announced a couple of years ago about the arboretum was that it was coming under the Botanic Gardens collection but at that point there’d been no real funding attached to managing it in any significant way. It was still being treated as a park by Council, and it is more than that. It does contain, for those who don’t know, a collection of rare, endangered and generally native trees from South East Queensland. So, it’s a living tree museum of Indigenous vegetation.


I remember when Dale Arvidsson came out the first time, and he sort of discovered it—he knows more about trees than anybody in Queensland, I think—and his enthusiasm for it is extraordinary. That’s now been matched by Prue McGruther, the Assistant Curator of the Botanic Gardens. Prue has done a fabulous job over the past year pulling together the disparate parts of Council that do the work in the arboretum to try and get a cohesive approach.


So, this year, Council has announced two different lots of funding, and my understanding is the money that’s announced across the four years, the $215,000, will go to capital works projects to enhance the park’s facilities. That’s a good thing, because the only person who has been doing anything in the arboretum for the past decade is me through the trust funds, and I’ve replaced playgrounds, updated playground, put in new equipment, put in signage, tree tags, shelters, so, you know, it’s good to see Council catching up and investing a little money in the arboretum.


There’s also $319,000 in the budget for maintaining suburban parks. I am a little bit unclear about what this actually is for, but I hope that is for the tree and drainage works that are desperately needed to maintain the park environment. So, I look forward to working with, well, Prue, not for very much longer—she’s off to have a baby—but I look forward to working with her fill-in and our community on progressing the arboretum.


Now, beyond that, it’s pretty slim pickings in this Program for Tennyson Ward. The only other money essentially is $75,000 for Faulkner Park which I’ve been told is to replace the copper logs. So, you know, there’s no money for new things in here. The only new park improvements this year are essentially coming out of the trust funds, and the LORD MAYOR says, oh, just spend it on footpaths, or just spend it on, you know, playgrounds. Now we also have to spend it on road projects, and it’s $500,000, it’s not much. So, you know, I’ll stretch that as far as I can.

But I just want to put this on the record. Over the past few years, Council has shut, closed and removed the play equipment from five playgrounds in Tennyson Ward—five. It’s only over that period of time provided the funding to replace one of them—that was Turley Street Park last year. All of my trust funds have gone into replacing playgrounds that were unsafe, where Council removed the equipment but had not budgeted any funding to replace the playgrounds. The last of those was started last year, and is being finished this year with trust funds, and that’s at Hefferan Park, Annerley.

The money for Norm Rose Park lighting is sort of being rolled over from last year, whatever happened there. There’s not enough money to do that work. That project has just been rolled over. There is $202,000 in the budget for Graceville Avenue, Graceville. They’re not digging up Graceville Avenue, and it was quite interesting—I asked Councillor CUNNINGHAM a question about this. It’s poorly described in the budget book, that’s for sure. She gave me a street address, 223 Graceville Avenue, Graceville. 

Now, presumably she’s talking about Bert St Clair Oval, and I would appreciate Councillor CUNNINGHAM clarifying this, because I did ask her a question about it, and she did not give the location of the facility or the park, she just gave the street address, and then said it was for the western oval. So, I don’t know exactly what she’s talking about here. There are two ovals at the Graceville Hounds Rugby League Club. Council undertook a major remediation of one of the two ovals about eight or nine years ago, and the other oval has had no work. 

So, again, I’m guessing that the very experienced LNP Administration are referring to the Bert St Clair Oval; they’re referring to the oval that has not been remediated. If it’s for something else, it would be useful to know. The problem is, the oval that needs doing is Gordon Thompson Oval at Chelmer. It is clear to me that Council is deliberately avoiding doing this work. It’s been listed as the top priority within the remediation team for several years. All of the work has been done, all of the costings, all of the scoping—everything has been done. It’s a $3 million project. Now, presumably this is why Council doesn’t want to do it. They don’t want to spend $3 million in Tennyson Ward, despite it being listed as Council’s highest priority. 


So, I’m extremely concerned that, when the Chairs and the LORD MAYOR stand up and say projects are chosen on the basis of need and on the highest priorities, that is an untrue statement. The Gordon Thompson Oval remediation project is essential. Council shut the oval down six years ago because it was unsafe, and they’ve done nothing to fix it. They’ve done the behind the scenes work, which I’ve seen, and as I said, it’s extensive. It’s fully scoped; it’s fully budgeted; it’s just not got a commitment in the budget to deliver it, and that’s disappointing.


There are no backflow valves. There is one stormwater project in Tennyson Ward, but that’s not enough, given the significant amount of stormwater projects that have been listed, many for 20-plus years. They’re in the LGIP (Local Government Infrastructure Plan), and they’ve not been funded. That is inadequate. 


The cuts to the tree programs and the waterways management and all of the other things in this budget are very disappointing. I note there’ll be no street tree planting projects in Tennyson Ward, despite multiple requests by me, and that is problematic. I note that I’m getting no parks facilities upgrades, no DOLA refurbishments. I don’t think I’ve ever had one. In the 12 years I’ve been here, I’ve never had a dog park project. The ones that have been done in my ward, again, have been done using trust funds. So, you know, if there’s sort of 12 projects a year over 12 years, that’s roughly 144 projects—there’s 26 wards, people can do their math. So that kind of thing is really disappointing.


So, there’s just been a systemic underinvestment in Tennyson Ward for many years in this area, and basically the trust funds are just putting a band-aid on something that requires open-heart surgery. Of course, I will stretch the funds we do have as far as possible. 


Just for anybody listening, I’ll just say that the LORD MAYOR talks about every Councillor having the same amount of money, but that’s just not true. Under one program, the Suburban Enhancement Fund, we all have the same money, but then some Councillors are more equal than other Councillors, because they get major capital allocations under this program. For example, upgrading facilities—

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
—$3.2 million; zero for Tennyson Ward. Dog park refurbishments, $1.6 million; zero for Tennyson Ward; and so it goes. 


But, of course, my concerns every year are around stormwater drainage and the lack of investment in stormwater drainage. So, I am moving an amendment which I have just sent through, and I have now lost it because I have just emailed it away, and hopefully I have a seconder for this. 

MOTION FOR AMENDMENT TO PROGRAM 3 CLEAN, GREEN AND SUSTAINABLE CITY:
	752/2019-20
It was moved by Councillor Nicole JOHNSTON, seconded by Councillor Steve GRIFFITHS, that Program 3 Clean, Green and Sustainable City be amended as follows:

That Council:
1. Within service 3.4.4.1 Maintain Enclosed Drains Council allocates $250,000 to rehabilitate the stormwater drain in the road reserve off Oxley Rd, Chelmer near Powenyenna Oval outside the Sherwood AFL Club. 

2. Within service 3.4.4.2 Maintain and Rehabilitate Open Drainage expense Council allocates $75,000 to plan and design an upgrade to the open concrete stormwater drainage channel traversing Fehlberg and Leyshon Parks, Yeronga behind The Village Yeronga.


Chair:
To the amendment, please. 

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, thank you, Mr Chairman. Look, pretty much since the floods, this has been something that I have moved a motion on every year in the Council budget when I have been able to attend. Council does not invest enough money in stormwater drainage across the city. It is hugely problematic that they’ve stopped doing backflow valves, and this year I’ve decided, because of COVID-19, not to push that as hard as I normally would. There are still 35 locations around Brisbane that were identified as part of the AECOM independent report post the floods that have not been done. Several of those, about 15 of those, are in my ward.


But, I understood this year’s budget was difficult, and I did make some changes to my budget for this year. I will be back to backflow valves next year in case anybody’s missing that delightful discussion from me. However, there are a couple of issues that I cannot let go. One is, for several years now, local residents in Chelmer have been pushing to have the stormwater drain in the road reserve off Oxley Road, Chelmer, which is outside the Sherwood AFL club and across from Milperra, rehabilitated. They’ve been promised that it will be done.


Now, there’s a very active resident group there. Those residents are flooded—

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
—in heavy rain, and certainly they want to see their huge rates that they pay being invested into stormwater drainage improvements. I know that the local resident leading the charge here has been very disappointed that Councillor CUNNINGHAM has not replied to him to date, and I hope that either Councillor CUNNINGHAM will do that and respond, or perhaps she will speak to the amendment today to explain to Chelmer residents why this stormwater project is not being funded, because it is a necessary project.


It wouldn’t take much. We need to—the stormwater drain inlet needs to be redesigned, I think, is probably the right word, and the capacity of the stormwater drain underneath does need to be improved. It’s a simple project that would stop flooding across Oxley Road in heavy rain, stop localised flooding in a park, and have significant amenity benefits for Chelmer residents. So, it’s certainly something that I think is important.


With respect to the second item, we have what I would describe as a functional but very ugly drain that is the main stormwater drain on the south side through Yeronga that runs behind the retirement village. It’s a big concrete channel. It overflows regularly, but there’s park on either side, so there’s no huge—it’s not a housing issue. But it is time to look at a plan for the future for how this drain is managed. 


I note that Council has done a lot of work along Kedron Brook, and it’s a similar kind of environment here. There is parkland, sporting fields and there is now a large retirement village, and every single week, one of the residents—there’s 350 of them—comes into my office and says, ‘Nicole, the drain needs to be fixed’, ‘Nicole, the drain needs to be cleaned’. Now, I log this with Council, but it must be driving Council mad as well.


They’ve got a point. The drain, where it enters into the open concrete channel, is poorly maintained, and I think that’s a design flaw. I think that we could re-design and re-engineer the drain so that it functions more effectively and looks better. So, I am asking for $75,000 to be put aside to do planning for the future. This is a massive, massive stormwater drain, and like has been done on the northside at Kedron Brook, I think that we should be planning for the future here to improve drainage. 


Of course, the LGIP contains the recommendation for dozens of stormwater drainage projects for Yeronga. They have simply been neglected. They were on the PIP (Priority Infrastructure Plan). They were cut. Some were put on the LGIP. I can’t remember the name of it now, but that future LGIP for the 10 years beyond, the MAPI or whatever it was called, that seems to have died a death. So, I don’t know what’s going on with the long-term planning for infrastructure in Brisbane, because it’s just been—it’s gone. I think it was called the MAPI, and that was supposed to be done two or three years ago, but that’s never progressed. So, it’s another failure of, you know, the Planning Chairpersons that have inhabited that portfolio. So, that’s an issue.


Finally, on this motion, I would just say these are small but important projects that would certainly enhance stormwater management in Tennyson Ward. The first one is on Council’s capital works list, and for whatever reason is not being progressed, and it should be. Secondly, the second project is about planning for the future, and I’d certainly like to see that done. So, I’d encourage all residents to support the motion today, and just to flag, we will be back to backflow valves next year. Thanks.

Chair:
Further speakers to the amendment? 

Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Thanks, Chair. Just to reinforce some of those points Councillor JOHNSTON was making, and remind all Councillors in this place, particularly Councillor McLACHLAN as Chair of Infrastructure, Councillor CUNNINGHAM as Chair of this Program, and also Councillor MARX, because this touches on her portfolio as well that, when we underinvest in stormwater drainage infrastructure, this drives up costs for the maintenance and replacement of other assets and other Council infrastructure around the city. 

So, rather than seeing these costs as being big burdens to bear, we should see this as sensible investment that saves us money in the long term. When we fail to provide proper drainage infrastructure, that causes more erosion and damage, pot holes, cracking, et cetera, to our road network and to our footpaths. It causes more flow-on flooding impacts; we get garden bed mulch washed into drains and messes and muddy patches in parks, et cetera. 

So, the failure to invest in essential drainage infrastructure projects is costing Council money in other areas of the budget, and Councillor MARX, in particular, through you, Chair, would see a lot of this through her team and the Field Services guys having to deal with the consequences of inadequate drainage. So, too, would Councillor McLACHLAN, see a rise in costs in terms of road maintenance obligations as a result of the failure to manage drainage effectively. 

We know that climate change is likely to lead to more extreme weather events in the first place, and that the models and standards we use to work out how much water our drainage network needs to carry are clearly out of date and need revision to ensure that they’re able to handle those particularly heavy rainfall events. 

So, with the greatest respect to the Chair, Councillor CUNNINGHAM, I do think we need to be pushing for more investment, particularly in stormwater drainage infrastructure like these projects that Councillor JOHNSTON has identified and recognise that it might make sense to cut spending in some other areas in order to pay for this sort of work. 

So, if there’s a sense that there’s not enough money allocated within the existing Budget Program, that’s something that the Council Administration needs to look at very closely, because this is an ongoing structural and systemic problem that we seem to be kicking the can down the road and, as a result, we just have more potholes and more cracked footpaths and more muddy footpaths because the drainage work that needs to be done hasn’t been done.

Chair:
Further speakers to the amendment?

I see no hands. 

Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Thank you. I thank Councillor SRI. He makes an excellent point there about the adverse impacts for the community and existing infrastructure when stormwater drain is underinvested in. That’s the case completely with that situation at Chelmer. You know, there is a massive clean-up that has to go on every time that the drain doesn’t function properly down there. Oxley Road is cut. There are significant costs to Council by failing to invest in the capital project that would alleviate the flooding impacts. It is incredibly disappointing that Council doesn’t see that and take action to manage those impacts. Unfortunately, that’s a problem all around Brisbane. 


What is significantly disappointing is that the new Chair, Councillor CUNNINGHAM, has not even addressed this issue. I would just say that the LORD MAYOR went to the election just a few months ago saying that he had an experienced team, and then he’s put a very new Councillor who’s been here for about a year into the portfolio. To this point, a number of things have happened. 

Firstly, this was a Committee that I asked to be on earlier this year, and have been on in the past. Despite the fact that Councillor CASSIDY did not request to be on this Committee, he was appointed to it, not me. I think that shows that this Administration is certainly deprioritising Tennyson Ward parks issues by failing to include me and respect my request with respect to my inclusion on this Committee. 


Secondly, these are issues that I have raised year after year with this Council. These are issues I know that residents in my ward have raised with the Chair, the previous Chair and the current Chair, to be fair, but they have not had a response. So, what’s the value in this alleged experienced team that the LORD MAYOR has when long-standing issues are not being addressed? The Chairs of these Committees are not responding to residents. When matters are brought to debate in this Council as they are today, the LNP stay silent, they don’t respond at all. 

There’s no explanation about why they’re going to vote this motion down. It doesn’t affect anybody else’s projects. It’s well within the Council budget. There’s no reason these projects cannot be delivered. They’re well within the scope of this budget, but they’re not going to speak to why they’re opposed to it. They’re simply going to vote it down. 

Fourthly, we’ve got a brand-new Chair that can’t even speak to a motion in her portfolio. I think that that is disappointing because this would have been the opportunity for her to address the concerns that have been raised directly by residents with her. So, I find it very disappointing, unless I’m about to be completely surprised and the LNP are just going to vote for this motion, but as I’ve been an Independent for 10 years and they’ve never voted for one of the motions I’ve moved, I suspect that’s unlikely.

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
So, can I just say—I know. Can I just say to my residents, I am in here at Council working hard for you. I will continue to push the issues of importance in our community, and those absolutely include better stormwater drainage and backflow valves right around Tennyson Ward. 


I will, as I said yesterday, be publishing the results of all motions that I move in this place, and how Councillors vote, and I will be making it clear to my residents that it is the LNP who are opposed to the improvements that are necessary in Tennyson Ward. I think they’d be shocked if they knew, you know, what goes on in this Council Chamber, and I no longer will be silent about this, and I will be telling them. 

The Chair put the motion for the amendment to Program 3 Clean, Green and Sustainable City to the Chamber resulting in it being declared lost on the voices.

Thereupon, Councillors Nicole JOHNSTON and Jonathan SRI immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared lost.
The voting was as follows:

AYES: 2 -
Councillors Nicole JOHNSTON and Jonathan SRI.
NOES: 18 -
The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, and Councillors Greg ADERMANN, Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Tracy DAVIS, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, Sarah HUTTON, Sandy LANDERS, Kim MARX, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Angela OWEN, Steven TOOMEY and Andrew WINES.

ABSTENTIONS: 4 -
The Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Jared CASSIDY, and Councillors Peter CUMMING, Steve GRIFFITHS and Charles STRUNK.
Chair:
We will now return to substantive debate. 

Are there any further speakers? 

Councillor HUTTON.

Councillor HUTTON:
Thank you, Chair. I rise to speak on Program 3, Clean, Green and Sustainable City. I’d like to thank both Councillor MARX and Councillor CUNNINGHAM for all the work they’ve done in this Program and delivering an excellent information session earlier this week. Program 3 is very extensive and covers quite a lot of different areas across our city. I’d like to take some time to talk about the parks across our city.


Brisbane has an expanding network of more than 2,100 parks providing more than 6,000 hectares of urban parkland for residents to enjoy. I’d like to highlight one of the most exciting projects included in this budget, Victoria Park Vision. As we all know, this project will see Victoria Park Golf Course transformed into a 45‑hectare park, the biggest created in almost 50 years. The transformation of Victoria Park represents a significant funding commitment of $83 million over the next four years.


In this budget, the $15 million from our Green Future Fund which has been financed by the returns from the City of Brisbane Investment Corporation. Councillor GRIFFITHS mentioned before that he could not find the $15 million in the budget book, but it is listed on page 53 under Delivering Iconic Parks for Brisbane. 


This funding will develop the final version and implementational plan for this transformation. Victoria Park will become a natural retreat, an urban park for adventure, discovery and reconnection. A cultural hub will celebrate Brisbane’s heritage and natural environment. The park will feature native bushland pockets and waterholes, where visitors can enjoy kayaking and swimming lagoons. Architecture will mimic the landscape, with a suspended canopy walk and a tree house, so visitors can connect with nature day and night.


This prime inner city location will include a community garden, giving visitors more to see and do. It will be culturally authentic, celebrating the many layers of human contact with the landscape, and the science significant to Aboriginal people. Victoria Park is another way we’re making Brisbane better for future generations, and I am proud that it is a priority for our LORD MAYOR.


Another feature of this budget is the upgrade to neighbourhood parks to deliver the changing needs and expectations of our community. These upgrades are designed to ensure that Brisbane’s parks provide a broad diversity of recreational opportunities, and are enjoyed by as many people as possible, as delivering part of our New World City.


For my local area, this budget has seen the installation of brand-new amenity blocks at Lorikeet Park, a popular local playground in Mount Ommaney. As a mother of three boys, it brings me great joy to see these kinds of facilities in local parks. While being great for local families, it will also be utilised by local residents attending Centenary War Memorial Gardens for the ever-growing Anzac Day and Remembrance Day ceremonies. 


 Another feature of this budget will excite Ellen Grove residents. They’ll be thrilled to see the upgrade of play equipment in Carole Park Community Park. This park is located behind Elorac Place, which is a hub of activity, with many services provided in this location. So, these upgrades will be enjoyed by many, many residents in this area. I look forward to working with this local community to choose a design for this park, to deliver a vibrant, multi-use space for everyone to enjoy.


While we all know how many locals love their dog parks, local fur families will be delighted to hear that this budget will extend the dog off-leash area at Jindalee Boat Ramp Park. This park was badly affected in the 2011 floods, where a large section of the bank was lost to the river. These funds will be used to extend and upgrade this facility, returning it to a full-size dog off-leash area. 


I move on to speak about the parks and maintenance renewal program. I’m delighted to see that over $3 million is allocated in this budget to maintain 31 lakes, water bodies and ornamental ponds across our city. In my first couple of weeks as local Councillor, I had residents highlight their concerns around the Edenbrooke Parklands. This 10.4-hectare park is a little paradise located in the heart of Seventeen Mile Rocks featuring bike and walk paths, bridges, grassy fields and, of course, the lake. I am delighted to see that Edenbrooke Lake features in this program, improving the ecological health of this system. Residents will be delighted to see the water flowing, weeds removed, and the native birds, fish and turtles back enjoying the lake. 


Another feature of this budget is Wilson’s Walkway. This popular 1.2-kilometre bush walking track winds itself across Mount Ommaney’s bushland reserves. The walkway, which features picturesque views of the bushlands and the Brisbane River will receive an upgrade to the timber boardwalk, bridges, crossing and pathways. This restoration project will ensure residents can enjoy the scenic walk for years into the future. 


In my ward of Jamboree, we are spoilt for choice when it comes to parks, thanks to the former Councillor. Rocks Riverside Parkland is probably the most prominent in my local area. I was speaking to a new resident earlier this week, and they were just so impressed by the sheer scale and magnificent work that Brisbane City Council has done in this area. There is a waterplay, two large playgrounds, a river promenade walk and a great lawn which hosts many functions and festivals. 


The parkland also hosts one of the biggest park runs in Australia, between 500 and 700 people turning up each week. The park was formerly owned by Queensland Cement and Lime Company (QCL), as it had a great source of fresh water, gravel and sand. Dead coral was brought right up the river from Moreton Bay to be used as a good substitute for lime when they were making cement for their Darra factory. The loading dock, formerly known as the Oxley jetty, has been deemed unsafe for many, many years. I am proud to say that this budget is going to be assessing this dock and establishing it for future rehabilitation. 

Mr Chair, equally important in this portfolio is a program of work that many residents don’t actually see—that is, drainage. I know that our Council officers have spent hundreds of hours in Wacol clearing drains and ensuring we minimise flood impacts. 


I am delighted to see that Coulson Road at Wacol is featured in this budget, and many Wacol residents will be cheering, too. I would like to thank the incredible Council officers, Adrian Patterson, Peter Lazaride, and Shayne Cleffer and their teams for the continued work they do across my ward. 


The other component of Program 3 is managing and reducing waste, and ensuring we are creating a sustainable future for Brisbane. We know that yellow top bins in many households are filled by the end of each fortnight, so this budget initiative to provide larger recycling bins stops precious recyclable items from overflowing into the general waste. 

During the election, I was delighted to join the LORD MAYOR at Enviro Sand at Wacol. Enviro Sand is an Australian-owned company producing quality processed sands and powders made from 100% recycled glass. They recover glass waste, previously destined for landfill, converting it into valuable glass sand and powders, which is then used to produce asphalt for BCC, pool filters, sandblasting products and even high-end benchtops. I am delighted that our Council has this sustainable focus, and this larger recycling bin initiative will ensure more recycling will end up in the right place. 

Recycling kitchen scraps, garden clippings and other forms of green waste is a powerful way to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and help the environment. It appears that Councillor CUMMING and Councillor CASSIDY are suffering FOMO regarding the FOGO bins. No need for FOMO, as this Administration has made a commitment to provide a $70 rebate for compost and worm farms. This is a great way to improve behaviour change while also keeping green waste out of landfill. At home we have a giant composting system, so I am looking forward to investing in my own worm farm to do our bit to keep our city clean and green. 

Mr Chair, I want to respond to some of the comments that Councillor JOHNSTON has raised. You would think that she has not received in this budget, and there is some favouritism towards LNP Councillors. But, I wanted to share with anyone listening at home, Councillor JOHNSTON in this budget will receive $10.157 million, whilst my own ward will receive $7.1 million. I just wanted to put this information on record to reassure Tennyson residents that they are not forgotten. 

Finally, Chair, I would like to acknowledge the LORD MAYOR and the respective Chairs, Councillor CUNNINGHAM and Councillor MARX, for their commitment to ensuring that we have a clean, green and sustainable future. Thank you.

Chair:
Further speakers?

Councillor STRUNK. 

Councillor STRUNK, could you please turn on your microphone?

Councillor STRUNK:
Thank you, I thought I had it on. There you go. I just want to speak on Program 3, and just touch on a few items from Outcomes 3.1 through to 3.5. Initially I wanted to talk about what’s been happening in my ward, but I think I want to commence by saying at this point in time I never thought that there would be two issues or items, one item in this program, that would resonate so much right throughout the Brisbane residents. Of course, the first one was Brisbane Greeters and what’s happened to them, and the second one, which I’m going to talk about very shortly, is the kerbside collection.


Who would have thought that, with all the debate we’ve had so far, those would be the two items that the media would pick up on and run with, because it’s really two areas that the residents of Brisbane count on or think is a really great idea to promote our city.

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor STRUNK:
I take that interjection, Councillor CUMMING. Kerbside collection—now, when the LORD MAYOR announced that it was going to be set aside or not so much disbanded but set aside for two years, I thought, man, that’s going to be really tough for a lot of people in my ward. But as it turned out, LORD MAYOR, in my ward of Forest Lake, it’s not two years, it’s three years, because this year, which is just finishing now, June was supposed to be kerbside collection for Forest Lake Ward, which means my ward is not going to have a collection for three years. 


Now, I’ll bet you, looking at the screen here, and all the Councillors, I bet you there’s a few others that were cancelled because of the COVID-19 for this year as well. So, good luck with explaining that to your constituents. I’ve actually had to send out some volunteers, right, to go around to the streets in my ward—and they’re out again today—putting a letter in the letterbox telling them what’s actually happened, because a lot of them haven’t picked up on this, and they’ve put the stuff out on the footpath, and I don’t want them to be fined, either. So, yesterday, we sent out a volunteer and had 80 different letters delivered, and that was only in one small part of the Inala suburb. Okay, moving on. 


I also want to speak in regards to the sports fields, or the money in this program for sports fields. Again, we have, as I spoke about last year as well, we have two greenspaces that were purchased by Brisbane City Council some years ago that are waiting for a development to happen, and they were pretty much set aside for sporting fields. One is in Pine Road and one is in Waterford Road, over at Ellen Grove. 


It’s really sad to sort of see that these two sporting precincts that were purchased by Council, costing millions and millions of dollars, are not being targeted for sporting fields or recreational space upgrades. I just want to point that out to the new Chair. So, we have this lovely bit of land that’s been somewhat cleared, all ready to go, but no funding. 


But, we have had funding for two precincts, or one park and a precinct, which I want to thank the LORD MAYOR and the team for pushing these two along. The first one is Thrush Street Park here at Inala, which is really in the centre of Inala, and it’s receiving an upgrade which probably hasn’t had one for probably 20, 25 years. As I say, it’s right next to our PCYC (Police-Citizens Youth Clubs), the largest PCYC in Queensland membership-wise, and they’re really looking forward to that as well, because it will give them a breakout area.


But I want to focus a little bit on the lake. I do appreciate Councillor MARX for coming out and visiting me a month or so ago. It was very much appreciated, and by the way, the harvester is back in getting rid of that Salvinia again. The last harvesting which happened a few weeks ago took out over 1,200 tonnes of Salvinia—it’s really a big number to get your head around—but anyways, there was a bit left over, and the small harvester is back in there undertaking that work. 


But we put together—Glen Diskin, who was the Council officer in charge of Parks when I first became Councillor, we got together with the community and did a master plan for the lake park precinct, and I’m glad to see that all those plans are really coming together now, and I would say in the next 12 months, most all of that will have been completed.


The one thing that we didn’t, of course, count on in that master plan was all the problem we were going to have with water quality and water-borne weeds. So, I just want to thank Tom McKew and Peter Sitmar, Peter Owen and Chris Daly who have really grasped the issue there on the lake, and they’re working with a few people from Griffith University on the maintenance action plan for the water quality. I’m glad to see that both the water weed has been harvested; we’ll also have some de-silting happening very shortly, and of course planting of the lake bed with plants that will actually absorb the nutrients and hopefully keep that blue Salvinia or blue-green algae at bay. 


Moving on to FOGO for what little time I have left, moving on to FOGO, I suggest that all Councillors have a look at the Penrith website in regards to waste management down there in the Penrith Council, a very tiny council compared to Brisbane City Council, and what they’re doing with FOGO, because honestly, the website is just so—listen, if we ever undertake this work, you should actually have a look at this website. It is so well done, easy to follow, easy to understand for residents. 


Of course, the green bins certainly, to my way of thinking—of course, we have the red bin, and of course I think there’s a take-up of about 30% for green bins across Brisbane now, but to convert those greens into both organic and food waste on a weekly collection, which is what Penrith does, and then they collect the general waste every fortnight in their red bin, it just sort of makes sense. 

It wouldn’t cost all that much to implement this sort of program, and I encourage Councillor MARX to have a really hard look at that because I think it’s a really good way of reducing our carbon emissions and improving our recycling, which I think is something that—I’ve always had an issue with these carbon credits. 

I think we should be doing our own work as much as we can, and we should actually have a plan to get there. So, we’re going to be carbon neutral under our own steam, using our own work, right, not buying it, buying someone else’s work—and I know everyone does it. Businesses do it, councils do it, I know, that’s just the thing, but I think it’s now time that we actually look and drill down a little bit deeper and find out what we can do to reduce our carbon emissions and become carbon neutral under our own steam. 

Just one quick thing. I just want to say thank you to the parks guys who also look after I.S.A. Park, which is one of our memorial parks here in Inala. If anyone ever gets a chance to actually—that is driving by or driving down Inala Avenue, I suggest that you have a look at I.S.A. Park, just not down far from the shopping centre here. The amount of work and the care that our parks officers take with this little memorial park is astounding. 

It’s probably the best park I’ve ever seen maintained. It’s not big, but they do a terrific job. I sat down with one of the guys who actually does some of the work there, and it's very dear to him, and it has been for a number of years. But it just goes to show what can be achieved when people really take an interest and have a passion for that sort of work. I just want to—

Chair:
Councillor STRUNK, your time has expired. 

Further speakers? 

Councillor ADERMANN.

Councillor ADERMANN:
Thank you, Mr Chair; I rise metaphorically to speak about Mt Coot-tha in the Pullenvale Ward and the Sherwood Arboretum, page 55, Service 3.3.5.1. From 2020-21, the curation of Sherwood Arboretum will be delivered from this service, previously delivered within Service 3.3.3.2 Parks Maintenance and Renewal. This move is to highlight Sherwood Arboretum leading into the garden’s 100th anniversary in March 2025.

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor ADERMANN:
Additionally, the Brisbane Botanic Gardens at Mt Coot-tha—

Chair:
Stop, Councillor ADERMANN. 
Councillor JOHNSTON, there’s no need for that. 
You make regular errors when you speak in this place. Please don’t have a go at someone. The word is arboretum. Yesterday you called a Swiss company a Swedish company twice—

Councillor interjecting. 

Chair:
People make small errors regularly. Please allow—

Councillor interjecting. 

Chair:
Councillor ADERMANN.

Councillor ADERMANN:
Thank you, Mr Chair. This move is to highlight the Sherwood Arboretum leading into the garden’s 100th anniversary in March 2025. Additionally, the Brisbane Botanic Gardens at Mt Coot-tha will be celebrating its 50th anniversary in 2026. The Brisbane Botanic Gardens, Mt Coot-tha, are recognised as Queensland’s premier subtropical botanical gardens. The 56-hectare gardens open daily, and offer visitors a living museum of native and exotic plant collections featuring more than 250,000 plants representing approximately 5,000 species from around the world.


Plants are displayed in subtly changing thematic and geographic communities. The themed sections include the fragrant garden, bamboo grove, arid zone, Japanese gardens, waterfalls, Tropical Dome and the largest collection of Australian native rainforest trees in the world. The auditorium features horticultural shows most weekends, although these events are currently cancelled due to COVID-19. 


Currently a number of Brisbane Botanic Gardens Mt Coot-tha assets constructed 30‑plus years ago have reached or are reaching the end of their life. Council’s endorsed Brisbane Botanic Gardens Mt Coot-tha Master Plan 2018 identifies asset investment priorities. A program of works will be undertaken over the next five years to ensure that the gardens present optimally for its 50th anniversary celebration. 


The following works are proposed to be undertaken as part of this project towards the anniversary. Irrigation reticulation upgrade to deliver a recycled water transfer line from Ross McKinnon Lagoon to Melaleuca Lake; pedestrian pathway rehabilitation to rehabilitate and upgrade pathways throughout the gardens to address safety issues; tree risk management which will result in a management plan to manage the risk of tree limb fall to address workplace health and safety and visitor safety concerns; implementation of the Wayfinding Strategy, a curated interpretive plan that will provide a consistent approach to the implementation of interpretive messages and projects, supported by a guide and design plan linked to wayfinding that will enhance the visitor experience and education programs.


Further, school entry facility upgrade which will provide a shaded assembly area for school and other community groups to gather; design and install new wall at the entrance to the gardens and re-install destination signage; upgrade children’s trails with interactive activities and signage; development of site-wide curated arts strategy for sculptures, including engineering investigations.

Stage 1 design to improve capacity for weddings and events on the Fig Tree Lawn; investigations, planning and design to support the redevelopment of iconic infrastructure and other asset investment priorities outlined in the Brisbane Botanic Gardens Mt Coot-tha Master Plan 2018, such as the Bonsai House redevelopment, garden’s Tropical Display Dome, investigate garden’s water supply for irrigation which is critical for adapting to climate variability. 

In 2020-21 the budget for the completion of wayfinding signage in the Mt Coot‑tha precinct to assist residents and visitors to move safely around the entire mountain and the Mt Coot-tha precinct has been transferred to this project. Stage 1 works were delivered in the 2019-20 in the Mt Coot-tha infrastructure project.

Sherwood Arboretum is recognised as Brisbane’s third botanic garden which boasts an impressive collection of over 1,100 trees representing approximately 250 species. This site features a number of botanical collections including riverine, dry rainforest, dry sclerophyll, fig avenue, freshwater wetlands, and the main attraction being a grand avenue of 72 kauri pines. Sherwood Arboretum is part of the Brisbane Botanic Gardens collection. As Councillor CUNNINGHAM mentioned, the LORD MAYOR is a huge fan of the Mt Coot‑tha Botanic Gardens, and often meets with Ross McKinnon, and he recently met with the Friends of the Sherwood Arboretum and was very impressed.

Councillor interjecting. 

Chair:
No interjections, please. 

Councillor ADERMANN:
He is excited to work with both of the Friends groups towards their 2025 100-year anniversary, and the arboretum’s 2026 50th anniversary for Mt Coot-tha Botanic Gardens. 


I trust Councillor JOHNSTON will be equally excited to support the friends and Council officers towards this incredible milestone.

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
No interjections, please. Councillor JOHNSTON, I’ve had to name you a few times. If you interject again, I will move to the formal processes. 

Councillor ADERMANN. 

Councillor ADERMANN:
Thank you, Mr Chair. In conclusion, about Mt Coot-tha, some personal observations. It’s wonderful now that people are able to get out and about, that the mountain appears to be more popular than it has ever been. During lockdown, people looking for new exercise options took on the very challenging tracks to the top of the mountain in large numbers. I’ve never seen as many people enjoying the parks and gardens as much as they did on that first weekend families were allowed back out into public spaces. To borrow a phrase, it was busier than Grand Central Station. 


My wife and I were just an anonymous couple in the crowd that Sunday, enjoying a picnic, and one of the many wonderful walks on offer. It just reaffirmed the importance of retaining this jewel in the city’s crown, which I’m proud is in the Pullenvale Ward for all residents of Brisbane to enjoy. I’m equally proud to be part of an Administration that continues to support it to the extent that I have just outlined.


Mr Chair, in the time remaining, I would like to talk about other important projects in the Program 3 Budget for my area. After the devastating bushfires of last summer, the LORD MAYOR committed to investing in constructing fire breaks on a newly-acquired land at Kholo. This Administration is committed to continue to wipe out weeds and maintain our Australia’s most biodiverse city title. Mt Coot‑tha Reserve is one of the many reserves that will benefit from this program.


In total, 4,000 hectares or 40% of our reserve estate, has been managed through this program. In the last term, the Schrinner Administration purchased land on Priors Pocket Road through the Bushland Acquisition Program and the green futures fund. This unique parcel of land is protected for the residents of Brisbane. In the budget this year, the LORD MAYOR has committed future funds through the green future fund to complete site investigations and preliminary planning to enable future community use of this site. 


Our youngest residents of Bellbowrie will also be excited to learn that there are two playgrounds being upgraded—one is in Pioneer Crescent Park, and the other is in Considen Place Park. We’re investing over $300,000 in bringing them up to standard, and I look forward to discussing these improvements with the parents and kids in the neighbourhood of these local parks. 


Finally, funding for the Karana Downs Water Rehabilitation will reduce future erosion and flooding. This project will undertake natural waterway rehabilitation and construct drains along properties that back on to the Brisbane River at Illawong Way. Improving waterway health, quality and sustainability will help us achieve a healthy Brisbane River and Moreton Bay. This Administration is dedicated to ensuring Brisbane remains clean, green and sustainable, now and into the future. Part of this commitment is protecting our conservation reserves and waterways. These outcomes are not only terrific for residents, but also for the environment, and I commend Program 3 Budget. Thank you.

Chair:
Further speakers—

Councillor LANDERS:
Point of order, Chair.

Chair:
Councillor LANDERS.

ADJOURNMENT:

	753/2019-20
At that time, 12.37pm, it was resolved on the motion of Councillor Sandy LANDERS, seconded by Councillor Sarah HUTTON, that the meeting adjourn for a period of one hour for lunch, to commence only when all Councillors had left the meeting.
Council stood adjourned at 12.38pm.


Chair:
Councillors, when you return from lunch, Councillor TOOMEY will be chairing the meeting. 

The meeting is now adjourned for lunch.

UPON RESUMPTION:
At that time, 1.37pm, the Deputy Chair, Councillor Steven TOOMEY, assumed the Chair. 

Deputy Chair:
Ladies and gentlemen, welcome back. 

Is there any further debate on Program 3? 

Councillor HAMMOND, thank you.

Councillor HAMMOND:
Thank you, Mr Deputy Chair. I rise to speak on Program 3 and would like to start off by saying this truly is the program that makes us a more clean, green and sustainable Brisbane, with lots more to see and do around our beautiful city. I’d like to mention a few projects that the Marchant Ward will be receiving in this portfolio over this year. I’ll start with neighbourhood parks.


I’m delighted that the Gordon Park playground will receive a small upgrade in this area. This part was probably upgraded about eight years ago, and I’m delighted to say that this budget will provide a $29,000 upgrade to this small, rather important pocket park to Gordon Park. Also, Hickey Park, Stafford, will receive an upgrade, and what we’ve done down there recently has put exercise equipment down and a dog off-leash area through our Parks Funds. But I’m delighted that this budget is also delivering another $137,000 for this beautiful park down at Hickey Park, which goes along our beautiful Kedron Brook, which is very well used in the local area.


We’re upgrading facilities in Burnie Brae Park at Chermside, and also Marchant Park at Aspley will receive a facilities upgrade. But, more importantly, we’re delivering a new park for the area, and this is the Chalk Street Park in Lutwyche. The new house there will come down—sorry, the house there will come down in the coming months, and the works will start at this park. The Lutwyche area is medium high-density area, so this little pocket park, which is a brand-new park for the area, is very much needed for people to get out and enjoy our beautiful weather. It’s probably a little bit chilly at the moment, but our perfect summers and our mild winters.


The park that I’m most excited about, and my community are most excited about, is the brand-new facilities at Bradbury Park. Bradbury Park is in the middle of Chermside and Kedron, and at the moment we’ve got a beautiful nature play experience that’s under construction at the moment. This was actually brought to my attention when we saw the kids from Kedron Heights Kindy playing in this little bushland as part of the park, and they called it their magic forest. So, I’m delighted that we’ve got this little area, which is full of nature play. 

It’s not over done, so kids can actually use their imaginations, whether they go over the bridge, or sit on the throne at the end, or imagine that there’s giants or trolls in this garden. I’m delighted that this will be open in the next coming weeks, and because of the restrictions, we are going to invite the Kedron Heights kids only, because it was their idea, to come down and give it a try for the opening down there—which I’m sure Councillor CUNNINGHAM is looking forward to joining us at that opening.

Part of this park upgrade, too, is a unique scooter park experience. This scooter park is one of a kind in Brisbane, and it was designed by one of our very talented Council officers—I won’t name him—but he knows who he is. He’s extremely talented in his design, where kids can go over tables, they can go in between rocks, they can even pump some water and go splashing through some water in this particular space for kids to play. It’s all designed—this part of the park—for 10‑plus kids, to be able to challenge them and improve their scooter skills, or bike skills, whichever way they want to use this brand-new facility.

But this budget is also going to deliver a very unique play experience for the kids on the northside. I’m sure people will probably come over from the southside to enjoy this unique experience. We’re going to be building a structure there that takes the kids up to the treetops, so they can be a part of the tree, see what’s happening up there. It’s a little bit more challenging, and again designed for that 10-plus age group. We’re not forgetting the littlies, because we do have the magic forest down there.

I would like to thank the LORD MAYOR and Councillor CUNNINGHAM for their hard work in making Brisbane a much more liveable city than it was yesterday. Thank you.

Deputy Chair:
Thank you, Councillor HAMMOND. 

Further speakers? 

Councillor MACKAY.

Councillor MACKAY:
Thanks, Chair, have you got me there?

Deputy Chair:
Yes, yes, we have, Councillor MACKAY.

Councillor MACKAY:
Sorry about that. Chair, I rise to speak about Program 3, the Clean, Green and Sustainable City, and specifically I’ll speak to the all-important aspect of engagement. Council delivers a range of activation events and behaviour change campaigns as part of its Green Heart encouragement initiatives. The objective of this service is to engage with residents, schools and community groups, and empower Brisbane residents to adopt lifestyles and practices that contribute to Brisbane achieving sustainability outcomes.


Key activities to be delivered in this service in 2020-21 are: educating and encouraging residents and students to live more sustainably; working with all areas of Council associated with environmental sustainability to provide integrated support for residents and schools; to continue to take steps to reduce the impact of single-use plastics on the environment. Council, as you would know, has phased out helium balloons, plastic straws and single-use plastic bottles from Council activities and events, and we will continue to encourage Council stakeholders to do the same.


Development of communication and engagement strategies, including delivery of website content, online surveys, contact centre scripting, resident letters, media briefs, talking points, public facing concept and accessible plans, educational video content and onsite signage for a number of projects across the clean, green and sustainable program.


Deputy Chair, I am particularly pleased to see the continuation of Australia’s oldest free native plants program. Isn’t it pleasing to know that about 50,000 plants are given away year? Further, thousands of plants are given away at Brisbane City Council’s Green Heart Fair to eligible Brisbane residents. For me, one of the key deliverables in this program is the provision of the free native plants. 

This tradition of distributing native plants dates back to the 1960s, and it is Australia’s oldest free native plants program. Since 2007, records indicate that more than 590,000 plants have been distributed to the community through this initiative. Plants are distributed to residential ratepayers, schools, kindergartens, community groups, clubs on Council-leased land, and to new citizens at citizenship ceremonies. It is especially heart‑warming when local residents show me plants that they planted years ago and are now thriving and mature native species. 

Chair, as you would know, all residential ratepayers are entitled to two free plants each financial year, but were you aware that, under this program, all schools and kindergartens, community groups and charities are able to receive up to 50 plants each year, and clubs on Council-leased land can claim up to 20 free native plants. 

The Schrinner Administration is, of course, committed to increasing Brisbane’s greenery. Residents who live in one of Brisbane’s targeted newly-developing suburbs can receive an initial one-off offer of four plants. These additional plants are provided to residents in newly-developing suburbs to assist in establishing their new gardens with native plants which bring many benefits, including sustainability to Brisbane soils and subtropical climate, providing food, shelter or habitat for local wildlife—and yes, sometimes that does include the albino bush turkey, also known as the ibis.


The native plants project is separate but complementary to our urban forest agenda. Using a variety of mechanisms and media, including web-based and face‑to-face engagement opportunities, we are able to continue engaging the community with this program. Leaving from the urban forest agenda, I’ll turn to the Green Heart program, which delivers activations and events to inspire and support the Brisbane community to take action to make Brisbane a clean and green city.


In what I suggest must be one of Australia’s most popular environmental email blasts, Council’s clean and green Brisbane eNewsletter will continue to be delivered to more than 70,000 residents each month. In case you haven’t been receiving it, Deputy Chair, I’ll let you know that it promotes Council programs and services, community activities, events and other initiatives encouraging the uptake of sustainable behaviour. 

You might know, Deputy Chair, that I am a proponent of three new community gardens going in around Walter Taylor Ward. I am inspired by the success of the Growing a Greener Brisbane program, which is a community street planting event in Greenslopes, where Councillor CUNNINGHAM is the local Councillor. When possible, Council will continue to deliver similar community events across the city, engaging local residents to grow and protect the urban forest in their areas. Of course, sustainability is a generational change operation, and that’s why Brisbane City Council, under Program 3, is committed to delivering powerful and innovative learning opportunities to engage and inspire students, teachers and school communities to take action and adopt behaviours to support a clean, green and sustainable Brisbane. 

The Green Heart Schools program has engaged with over 230 schools over the life of the program. Unfortunately, COVID-19 has interrupted the normal delivery of the Green Heart Schools program, and it had to adapt rapidly as classrooms went digital. Due to the unknown of the COVID-19 restrictions going forward, a revised delivery model, both online and tele-support, has been extended to accommodate participating students and teachers to continue engagement with schools. This has resulted in savings within the budget. 

I fear Councillor GRIFFITHS might have been muck-raking a little bit saying it was cut. A forced change to the method of delivery has saved the residents of Brisbane some money. Saying that, in 2020, Council officers are supporting 33 schools and 78 students, the largest intake to date, and I look forward to working to help make this program even more popular. 

For the benefit of those people not fully aware of what Program 3 delivers in our local areas, I will now spend a couple of minutes putting on the record some of the meaningful work that will occur around the Walter Taylor Ward under this program in this budget. Service 3.3.3.1 under Parks Development and Enhancement, we see the amazing Witton Barracks Park in Indooroopilly. Now, most of that will occur under Program 5, but under Program 3, we’ll see the complete service relocations within the park to support the Program 5 investment. This will make Witton Barracks Park Brisbane’s newest riverside park, and it’s something all residents of Brisbane should look forward to and be proud of.

In Service 3.3.3.1 Park Development and Enhancement, we’re going to see the Green Hill Reservoir Park in Chapel Hill. Now, we’re gaining an overall park concept plan and this was based on community consultation done last year, and we got all sorts of suggestions, including security lights, community garden that’s going ahead, a new toilet block, play and picnic equipment, expanding the dog park, improving the dog park, and more. That’s the kind of investment we’re making up at the Green Hill Reservoir Park in this year’s budget. 

In Service 3.3.3.2 in Parks Maintenance, we’re going to see a number of parks around Walter Taylor, including Biami Yumba Park in Fig Tree Pocket, Anzac Park in Toowong, and Century Place Park in Fig Tree Pocket, be upgraded to ensure the health and maintenance of the water quality of the water bodies in those parks. 

In 3.3.3.2 Parks Maintenance and Renewal, under Memorials and Heritage Restoration projects, we’re going to see an improvement to Keating Park Memorial in Indooroopilly. This will include the removal of the existing bollards to construct a heritage-style, white round-top picket fence around the section of the park with the memorial. The long-term plan there, Deputy Chair, is to have more security lights, lighting for the flagpoles and to try and make it an irrigated park using sustainable water sources. 

In 3.3.3.2 under Parks Maintenance and Renewal, under Playground Replacements, Walter Taylor is going to see some improvements, because we have over 1,200 playgrounds, nodes and Brisbane parks, and this Program focuses on priority renewal works that include Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design which, of course, we know as CPTED. That will address playground safety issues for siting, layout and orientation. We’re going to see in Walter Taylor Carinya Street Park in Indooroopilly an upgraded playground to meet the current standards. Deputy Chair, I’m not sure if you’ve been there recently, but you might know that the current playground is sited over some fig tree roots, and we need to move that to make sure that we preserve the fig tree roots as best that we can. 

In Service 3.3.3.2 Parks Maintenance and Renewal, and in particular the upgrading facilities in parks budget, we’re going to see Perrin Park in Toowong have upgraded picnic and park facilities. Now, this is another site of a community garden that we’re putting in in Walter Taylor, and I look forward—

Deputy Chair:
Councillor MACKAY, your time has expired. 

Councillor MACKAY:
Thank you.

Deputy Chair:
Thank you. 

Further speakers?

Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Thanks, Chair. I rise to speak on this Program, and it probably won’t surprise anyone to hear that there’s a lot of good stuff that I’m really supportive of in this Program. I’m particularly excited to see the ongoing funding for the work in Hanlon Park and one of my personal passions is to see the rest of the Norman Creek vision undertaken and expanded upon in future years. 

I encourage all Councillors whose ward adjoins or takes in part of Norman Creek to have a look at that Norman Creek vision. There’s a final component of that that stretches through Woolloongabba, through what’s known as Kingfisher Creek, and connects almost as far as the Broadway Hotel. 

I had asked for that element of the Norman Creek vision to be funded as part of this year’s Council budget, and it’s a bit disappointing that it wasn’t, but that’s in Councillor CUNNINGHAM’s ward now, so it will be up to her to advocate for that in future years. But the opportunity to see out the rest of that Norman Creek vision and complete the Kingfisher Creek link through to the centre of Woolloongabba is a really important one, which will connect that high density residential precinct back into that vibrant, green wildlife corridor, and it’s something that we shouldn’t lose sight of as a Council.


I wanted to speak primarily, though, today about the ongoing shortage of public greenspace throughout the inner city and particularly within The Gabba Ward, in suburbs like West End and Woolloongabba. Brisbane City Council’s City Plan has a section called desired standards of service where it outlines quite clearly the target ratios of public green space to population. It identifies given hectares of parkland depending on how many residents live in an area, and also distances—how close residents should be to different forms of public parkland. 


I think from memory, within a local area, there should be 0.8 hectares of what’s called natural recreation space and 0.6 hectares of active recreation space per 1,000 residents. There should then be additional greenspace for local workers as well. Those thresholds were defined a few years ago based on the understanding that the majority of residents would also have access to private outdoor spaces of one form or another. At the time City Plan was drafted, and still today, the majority of Brisbane residents do have access to some form of private courtyard, shared apartment garden or backyard, and the desired standards of service in City Plan set out targets for public space, public parkland, knowing that residents will also have access to some private greenspace of one form or another. 


But, in my ward, the vast majority of residents now live in styles of housing that don’t have any usable private greenspace or private outdoor recreation space. That means all those apartment residents are particularly dependent on public parkland and public space, much more dependent in fact than residents of suburban Brisbane who also have their own backyards. 


The paradox is that, in outer suburban areas, not only do residents have their own backyards, but they also tend to have access to more public parkland. On a per capita basis, there is more parkland in the outer suburbs than there is in the inner city. That’s all well and good to a point, but it creates a situation where living in the inner city becomes less desirable, less attractive. It’s essentially less liveable if there’s not enough public space to meet the needs of that growing local community.


So, we’ve got a situation in Brisbane of outer suburban sprawl where people have a great deal of private open space and public open space, and then the inner city urban compaction where there’s been really rapid densification that hasn’t been accompanied by the creation of new public greenspaces. This is not a sustainable trajectory for development in Brisbane and creates both existing and future shortfalls in terms of the provision of public parkland. 


I acknowledge that the Council has taken on my suggestion of converting Victoria Park golf course into public parkland, and I think that that’s great. I’m a really wholehearted cheerleader of that project, and I won’t let the LNP forget that, when I first suggested converting golf courses back into public parks, I was very aggressively attacked by a lot of conservative commentators for that idea. But it is good to see that that’s happening now, and it’s good to see continued support for that project.


I might just add on the topic of Victoria Park that the draft master plan or concept design for the park had far too much car parking, and that public parks are not for car parking. That park is in a public transport hub, and people should be travelling by public and active transport. But I’ll leave that point aside. 


My broad point is that there is simply not enough public greenspace to cater for our rapidly growing populations of residents who don’t have their own private backyards. So, if this Council is to pursue a strategy of rapid densification and cramming more and more people into small, high-density apartments, this Council needs to be providing more public parkland. Yes, it’s expensive to do that in inner city areas where land values are high, but it’s also essential if we are to make dense urban living an attractive option for people. 

We know that the current model of suburban sprawl is completely unsustainable. We know that most parts of Brisbane are far too car-centric and car-dependent, and that we have to transition away from that kind of built form. But, for families who are thinking about how they want to raise their children, the prospect of growing up in concrete jungles where there’s not enough greenspace, where there’s nowhere to run around, or kick a ball, or fly a kite, is not an attractive one. But we need to make it an attractive prospect if we are to encourage more people to take on high-density living. 

Certainly, I’ve seen in my electorate over the past 10 to 15 years that a community which was once actively supportive of high-density living and understood the sustainability arguments and understood the transport arguments in support of high density has turned against high-density development because it has not been accompanied by the essential public infrastructure facilities that make those communities work. 

I have to say I am extremely disappointed that this year, this budget program does not include the provision of any new public parkland of any significance anywhere around the inner city or even the middle suburbs. There’s a chronic existing shortage of public parkland, particularly in the suburb of Woolloongabba, not just around Buranda and the southern end where we’ve had one small new park created, but in central Woolloongabba around the Gabba stadium where there are thousands and thousands of residents, and many more on the way with new high rises of up to 20 storeys approved for many sites, yet no new public parkland proposed. 

I realise that this is something that Councillor CUNNINGHAM doesn’t have exclusive control over; it ultimately depends on budget allocations, and I accept the premise that money is a little tight at the moment. But this Council has made a decision to continue up‑zoning and continue densifying inner city neighbourhoods. That’s a problem that Council has created. So, if Council insists on creating more high-density development, Council also needs to take responsibility for providing the public parkland to cater for that high-density development.

I don’t want to engage in hyperbole or exaggerations about it. I realise this is not the apocalypse and it’s not the end of the world, but it is important, and it’s there in our own desired standards of service as something that we are aspiring to, and it’s a target that many parts of the city already meet. But we have to ask ourselves: why is it that certain outer suburban areas that already have ample public parkland and also are well served in terms of private greenspace are getting so much investment in new greenspace, while inner city neighbourhoods, which are densifying very, very quickly, are not seeing that same increase in public parkland. 

The Local Government Infrastructure Plan, built within the City Plan, clearly identified sites that Council needs to acquire to deliver new public parkland. It’s there in black and white. We’ve up-zoned areas for high-density development, and to compensate for that development, we’ve also identified sites that need to be acquired for public parkland. 

But you can’t deliver the high-density development or leave the private sector to deliver the high-density development and say, ah, sorry, too bad, we’ll do the parkland later, or maybe never. That’s not good planning; that’s not good infrastructure management. In fact, it leads to chronic shortfalls where, over time, the land value gets more and more expensive and it becomes harder and harder for Council to buy that parkland. 


So, Council’s own planners have acknowledged the need for more public parkland in the inner city. They’ve said it’s necessary, and it’s so necessary in fact that it’s been embodied in those desired standards of service and in the Local Government Infrastructure Plan. Yet, we aren’t delivering that public parkland.


So, this is a problem that’s not immediately apparent to many Councillors, because it’s not affecting their areas, but it’s definitely affecting the ward of Central Ward, Paddington Ward, Walter Taylor Ward to some extent, and most definitely The Gabba Ward and increasingly Coorparoo Ward. This is a problem that’s only going to get worse over time. So, we need Council to step up and provide new public parkland rather than just—

Deputy Chair:
Sorry, Councillor SRI, your time has expired. 

Is there any further debate? 

I see no hands. 

Councillor CUNNINGHAM.

Councillor CUNNINGHAM:
Well, thank you, Mr Deputy Chair, and I thank the Councillors for their contribution. In terms of the Opposition, I recognise it’s their job to whip up fear about the budget, but in my own portfolio of Environment, Parks and Sustainability, there really has been modest changes overall. In fact, Councillor CASSIDY and Councillor COOK praised the program through social media, happy to talk up the benefits to their ward, Mr Deputy Chair, but in the Chamber it’s a different story. 


Councillor GRIFFITHS cited a number of examples of apparent reductions. Through you, Deputy Chair, Councillor GRIFFITHS, this year we have seen a number of services move into core, re-named or incorporated into other projects in the budget. That’s because planting trees, including Jacarandas, protecting our environment, managing contaminated land, preparing for and responding to flooding, and funding for sustainability initiatives, is business as usual for this Administration. 


If you listen to Labor Councillors, you would think there’s been no global pandemic. It’s truly extraordinary. Have any of the Labor Councillors been watching the news? True to Labor form, they call for more spending which can only mean more on the credit card and increased fees and charges.


Like all household budgets, changing times and uncertain circumstances means we really need to look closely at our outgoings. If managing the city’s finances was only as easy as starting an ePetition, hey?


Councillor GRIFFITHS, through you, Deputy Chair, you refer to sports land at Rocklea. I have to be careful what I say here, but that allocation was to work with a major Brisbane sporting team to help them relocate. Sadly, the club has told Council that they can’t proceed at the moment.


As I mentioned during the information sessions, the Green Future Fund is listed as a revenue in iconic parks because that’s where the investment will be made. Again, it’s like the Labor Councillors haven’t heard the news about the global pandemic. Green Heart Homes and Schools have moved online during social distancing restrictions. When you can’t hold the physical event, there’s a reduced expense. 


With regards to Community Conservation Assistance, no funds exchange hands between Council and volunteers. This service provides support to private property owners, and that has been paused. This is a temporary measure, and projects already approved will be completed this calendar year. 


When it comes to bushland acquisition, last year Councillor HAMMOND, as Chair, smashed our 750-hectare target. The decrease simply represents a bring-forward of expenditure. We must be flexible, and we must need to respond to opportunities as they arise on the property market, and that’s exactly what we’ve done. 


With regards to FOGO, can I just say, Mr Deputy Chair, it’s good to hear the Labor Party is now interested in speaking to residents about policy ideas. Just a few months ago, during the great contest of ideas, FOGO was a no-show. I did a survey, too, Mr Deputy Chair, and I can reveal that zero per cent of residents heard about this policy from Labor before the election.

The reason why Brisbane voted back Team Schrinner in March is because they know that only this Administration can be trusted to manage Brisbane’s finances. No responsible administration would look at where we are at the moment, with this global pandemic, and think we can just proceed on, business as usual. If it were up to Labor, who knows how deep in the red we would be, and what risk to ratepayers in the years ahead. 


Councillor SRI, through you, Deputy Chair, I am proud that this Administration has delivered the Norman Creek Master Plan, and as per my election commitment, you will see us targeting Kingfisher Creek next. 

What Brisbane needs at this time is an Administration focused on delivering essential services, finding job-creating projects, and keeping rates low to reduce pressure on households. This budget funds major job-creating projects, including Victoria Park, where we will give priority to local suppliers wherever possible. We’re not only funding environmental initiatives and projects, but this Administration overlays that targeted investment with a focus on economic stimulus activities, supporting jobs and opportunities for local small businesses. 

Another example—and while it’s not in this Program—is the extra allocation to Councillors of $270,000 per ward. That’s over $7 million across the city, extra, to empower Councillors to make decisions about what local projects are needed in our parks. It seems that Opposition Councillors conveniently forget the discretion they have to fund park projects in their ward. 

Mr Deputy Chair, we love our parks and greenspaces, and we also know that they are the envy of other cities. The LORD MAYOR has continued to drive investment in this Program. On top of that, this budget maintains a strong financial position, not for the sake of it, not for some glib political benefit, but because, in uncertain times, it’s the responsible thing to do. 


This Administration continues to take pride in our clean and green sustainable city. I commend the LORD MAYOR on Program 3 because, under his leadership, we will continue to deliver great outcomes for the City of Brisbane. We will maintain our city’s position as a global leader in sustainability. This Administration has a strong track record in this portfolio and demonstrates leadership. 


I would also like to take the opportunity to recognise and thank the former Chairs for this portfolio, Councillor HAMMOND and Councillor McLACHLAN, who have left a meaningful and lasting legacy. I hope that Councillors will support this Program, noting that a number of local projects will benefit our local economy and foster environmental aspirations to ensure that the Brisbane of tomorrow is even better than the Brisbane of today. I commend the program to the Chamber. 

Deputy Chair:
Thank you, Councillor CUNNINGHAM. 

As there is no further debate, I will put the motion of the Clean, Green and Sustainable City program—

Councillor STRUNK:
Point of order, Deputy Chair.

Deputy Chair:
Point of order, Councillor STRUNK. 

Councillor STRUNK:
Are we going to hear a follow-up from Councillor MARX on this program as well? Or is Councillor CUNNINGHAM doing it for Councillor MARX?

Councillor MARX:
I don’t get right of reply as the secondary Chair. 

Councillor STRUNK:
Ah, well, that’s a shame, because I would have liked to have heard from you. But thank you.

Deputy Chair:
Thank you, Councillor MARX. 

I will now put the motion.
The Chair submitted to the Chamber the motion for the adoption of the Clean, Green and Sustainable City Program and it was declared carried on the voices.
Thereupon, Councillors Ryan MURPHY and David McLACHLAN immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared carried.

The voting was as follows:

AYES: 22 -
The DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, and Councillors Greg ADERMANN, Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Tracy DAVIS, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, Sarah HUTTON, Sandy LANDERS, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Angela OWEN, Steven TOOMEY, the Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Jared CASSIDY, and Councillors Kara COOK, Peter CUMMING, Charles STRUNK and Nicole JOHNSTON.

NOES: 1 -
Councillor Jonathan SRI.
The Chair then called upon the DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS to present the Future Brisbane Program.
4. FUTURE BRISBANE PROGRAM:
754/2019-20
The DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, Chair of the City Planning and Economic Development Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Fiona HAMMOND, that for the Future Brisbane Program the services of Council, the allocations for the Operations and the Projects and the Rolling Projects as set out on pages 70 to 80 for the years 2020‑21 through to 2023-24 so far as they relate to Program 4, be adopted.
Deputy Chair:
Is there any debate? 

DEPUTY MAYOR.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Deputy Chair. It is with great pleasure that I introduce Program 4 to the virtual Chamber this afternoon, Future Brisbane. Chair, the only reason Brisbane is one of the best functioning cities in the country is because we take the time to plan for the future. We did it in 2006 with CityShape, and we did it again a decade later with Plan your Brisbane. We were told in 2006 that residents wanted the density along major roads and key transport hubs, and we’ve since done this.


Two years now, after Plan your Brisbane was handed down, we’ve been chipping away at all of the action items with many now complete. Renewal in planning is crucial for growing cities. We need to make sure we’re on the right track, especially as we have 386,000 new Brisbane residents expected by 2041. Any fair‑minded person would agree that Brisbane is a better place today than it was 10 years ago. So, we must be doing something right. 


With this said, we are now solely focused on the next 12 months, and I am pleased to outline today what we have on the agenda, both financially and operationally. Of course, it’s not been lost on anyone that the impact of COVID-19 has been immense on every business in Brisbane. As it relates to City Planning, the blow to the building and construction industry is probably yet to be seen. It’s clear that minor renovations have maintained their consistency, and that major projects remain committed to finishing what they have currently under way. 


But what I am hearing from industry is that the fourth quarter of this year will be the tipping point. It’s from September onwards that they’ll begin to hurt. Projects will begin to wrap up, and cash flow for new projects will have dried up. With the building and construction industry being one of the biggest employers in Brisbane, it is incumbent on us to do what we can to help. So, naturally, we were quick to move. 

I am pleased to outline three new initiatives that will be going ahead in this year’s budget to help reduce red tape, help builders through potential sticking points, and deliver the security that the industry needs right now—not just for major construction companies, but for mum and dad developers who support all tradies and construction industries across the city. 


First of all, we will see the building and construction hotline, called 133PLAN. Sometimes a meeting could have been an email; an email could have been a phone call, and that’s why we’re introducing the building and construction hotline 133PLAN, a dedicated front door for industry to contact Council during the construction phase and the planning phase of their project. 


It will be there for builders of all levels to seek quick advice on intended outcomes of specific conditions of an approval, or maybe it’s becoming clear that a condition may become unachievable and what they need to do. They can give 133PLAN a call and they will receive advice by the end of the next business day on next steps, because we know that time is money. It’s all about getting on the front foot, managing the issue, fixing it and moving on. Security is what the industry is asking for, and we hope to deliver this with the new hotline coming online early in July. 


The next one is the change application priority service, a hot topic when it comes to interpretation. Minor changes can be a sticking point when it comes to the progression of a development. That’s why we’re introducing this change application priority service. This will streamline the assessment process where minor changes are required to a development, but are also shovel-ready at the same time. It will assist projects that are reaching key milestones or where projects need to respond to changed circumstances, so that we can help builders avoid delays in finishing a project.


We’ll be setting ourselves a 20-day KPI for both assessment and approval for code applications. This will be when the assessment is in Council’s court. It will probably be faster for those applications that are not deemed to be a minor change, and sometimes a fast fail is what people need to hear so they can move on. These change applications need to be well made at the time of lodgement, meaning that they have completed the lodgement forms, provided new plans and attach a clear report outlining the change and how it complies with the City Plan. Help us and we can help you, is the mantra for this service. 


The third new initiative is our House and Homes Priority Service. From mid-July, Council will be creating a new, dedicated team to prioritise and assess all domestic scale applications: the House and Homes Priority Service. We’re doing this to stimulate new building and construction, particularly as it relates to smaller scale projects aligning with existing initiatives put forward by the Federal Government. Again, we’ll be looking towards a 20-day business turnaround for well-made, code assessable applications. 


The following will be included in the priority service: new dwelling houses, an extension to a dwelling house—like a shed or a carport; both full or partial demolition of a house; reconfiguration of a lot, one into two, which is included into a new house being built; as well as both minor change and other change applications where they relate to any of the above. The House and Home teams will be a renewal of our Assess Smart team and is designed to get the plans approved as soon as possible so that building can begin as soon as possible.


Of course, as I’ve mentioned, for all types of business, cash is king. So, when business pay less tax, they have more opportunity to get ahead and employ more people. That’s why, in addition to the three new initiatives I’ve just outlined, we’ve introduced a range of free and discounted development services that will become available from 1 July. It is a tailored suite of initiatives designed to stimulate new building and construction projects, particularly as it relates to the local economy, supporting businesses and creating jobs. 


We want to see tradies and subbies continue to be in action. Once the downturn is supposed to hit in the final quarter of this year, this will be absolutely vital. We will be offering free standard pre-lodgement meetings between 1 July to 30 September, followed by a 50% discount on pre-lodgement meetings between 1 October and 31 December. 

We are offering no application fees for residential, domestic scale development for all applications lodged between 1 July and 30 September. Like the pre‑lodgement meetings, it will then be 50% off from 1 October to 31 December, again, applying for new dwelling houses, extension to dwelling houses and home‑based businesses.


In addition to this, there will be a free assessment for applications lodged on behalf of charitable and not-for-profit organisations, where the proposal is for a non‑commercial use. This will apply for all applications lodged between 1 July to 31 December. 

Extension of time are also winners here. From 1 July there will be a 50% discount and an automatic extension for approvals due to expire before 1 June 2021. This applies, obviously, to the first extension only, but it is around assisting those builders to make sure if they’ve slowed down recently, they can get back up and running.


Finally, to assist with cashflow, we’ll be offering bonding of uncompleted works of $25,000 instead of $50,000 between 1 July 2020 and 30 June 2021. But when it comes to the buildings that are being built on the ground here in Brisbane, what we want to see is the best practice possible. Brisbane’s subtropical climate allows us to spend a lot of time outdoors, and we don’t require heaters, except for maybe this morning for some of us, and fire pits for months on end, like our southern cousins. 


We have an average of 300 days of sunshine a year, and humidity that rarely drops below 70%, and we need to make sure that our built form reflects this beautiful unique climate. We introduced our Buildings that Breathe guidelines a few years ago now, and there have been some excellent developments that have come online which reflect these principles. We decided to build on this further with a new green buildings incentive scheme which will encourage the development of new, well‑designed green and energy-efficient buildings.


Throughout the next few months, we’ll be working away on the exact policy, but from the first principles perspective, new residential development will need to obtain a five-star minimum for the green building Council of Australia; comply with criteria and sub‑elements under the Buildings that Breathe design guide; achieve zero net carbon emissions; and achieve a minimum specified green plot ratio. Should a development tick one of these items, a 50% reduction in infrastructure charges will be applied as a rebate. 


Council, as an organisation, has done a considerable amount of work keeping Brisbane clean, green and sustainable, and now we are incentivising others to do exactly the same so that Brisbane can continue to be the envy of Australia when it comes to a new development. 


With neighbourhood plans and city amendments, our rolling program will continue this upcoming financial year, with Bridgeman Downs, Sandgate and Districts, Eight Mile Plains Gateway, and Nathan Salisbury Moorooka neighbourhood plans progressing. In addition to this, we will be finalising the City Reach Waterfront Master Plan which will help guide development along the Brisbane River, from the Botanic Gardens to Howard Smith Wharves. 


We’ve seen Dexus recently lodge their development application (DA) for the portion of the City Reach, and we are very happy that they have been guided by this master plan which will soon be finalised. City Plan amendments will continue to go through the steps that they need with a number for State interest checks at the moment, consultation and also final adoption. 

Councillors are well aware and very fond of our Village Precinct Projects program. Small‑scale capital works designed to beautify our local shopping strips is their role. By doing this, we want to increase the foot traffic, boost local spend and bring people from their homes to their local strip shops to get their weekly needs.


We have two new projects ready for delivery this year, being Waterworks Road and West Ashgrove, as well as Manly Harbour Village in Manly. Both projects are a welcome addition to the local areas, which have a unique selection of local businesses including cafes, wine bars and other commercial uses.


In addition to this, we will be completing five more VPPs which are just about finished but hit that completion roadblock with COVID-19 pandemic. 


Every city on earth has their own unique history and much of it relates to the built form, which ends up telling the stories, and though a young city in the scheme of things, we are no different here in Brisbane. With already over 2,200 items on our local heritage register, it’s important this register continues to be regularly updated.


It’s not just about putting properties on the register, they also need to be looked after as well. That’s why we’ve been working cooperatively with the State Government to help bring Lamb House back to its former glory. We are currently waiting on confirmation from Minister Enoch on whether she will agree to jointly purchase and refurbish the site with us. We are ready to go, we hope the State is too. 

Our Heritage Team will continue to provide the advice that is needed when building on or adjoining a heritage listed property, including reviewing and making recommendations for properties to be protected by the planning scheme. Just last financial year, our Heritage Team put 48 new items into the register as well as 45 pre-1911 homes into the overlay.


When it comes to new houses and homes that are being built in Brisbane, we want them to be the best quality. From new single homes to apartment complexes, we’re expecting the building and construction industry to put their best foot forward. We want to see buildings that reflect our subtropical climate and we want the city’s best interests at heart when we are recommending building for approval so we know we have the best outcome for local communities.


So we of course—when the new homes are built, there is an increased demand on infrastructure—and that’s why the business of infrastructure charges is also in everyone’s interest. We collect diligently and we spend strategically. 

The building and construction industry understand when they build houses and homes for families, there is a natural demand on Council’s broader network. To make sure these families have the best quality time living in these suburbs, Council makes sure that we invest in new parks, roads, water and sewer infrastructure. 

It doesn’t sound very exciting on paper, but the outcomes pays enormous dividends for the liveability of the city. It is why Brisbane hasn’t yet seen the emergency planting of trees and creation of greenspace, which is currently happening in western Sydney. 

With over 2,000 parks throughout Brisbane and more being created all the time, the contributions from the construction industry are helping build the city that they’re building themselves.

Mr Deputy Chair, as I mentioned at the beginning of this speech, planning is so important when it comes to managing the growth of the city. We need to put the policy and frameworks in place to allow our city to cater for new growth while also retaining its character and features which make it so special.

From protecting the Brisbane backyard, making sure that new development fits within its surrounds and facilitating development, which is clean, green and sustainable. Brisbane is doing a pretty good job at catering for our growth. 

I want to thank all of the Council officers who have worked so hard to make sure that Program 4 got its fair share of the funding as well as working with the Administration to create the new initiatives and incentives which I know will go so much towards making us a clean, green and sustainable people—a sustainable city. I recommend Program 4 to the Chamber.

Deputy Chair:
Thank you, DEPUTY MAYOR. 

Are there further speakers? 

Can we see any hands? 

Oh, Councillor HAMMOND? Sorry, Councillor HAMMOND. 

Councillor SRI, did you have your hand up, sorry?

Councillor SRI: 
Yes, I don’t mind if Councillor HAMMOND goes first.

Deputy Chair:
No, no, please, feel free. 

We’re going from side to side.

Councillor SRI:
Sure. Thanks, Chair. I just rise to speak briefly on this Program and articulate an ongoing concern that many who are concerned about sustainable urban planning have been sharing, which is that during times of economic turmoil, Councils are tempted to cut regulation and to fast-track development assessment processes on the grounds that this will somehow create jobs or stimulate economic growth.


What it actually does is, it reduces transparency and community control and creates a situation where developers are allowed to make changes to projects or to get approvals for projects that do not meet the needs of the local area, and that cause an excessive burden on local infrastructure facilities and services. 


I’m quite concerned by some of what Councillor ADAMS has said today and some of the strategies that are embodied in this Future Brisbane Program, which appears to indicate a strategy whereby Council is saying to developers, don’t worry, we’ll make it way easier for you. We’re just going to cut the so-called red tape. We’re going to reduce all of that regulation so you can just build whatever you want.


That’s not actually what Brisbane residents want to happen right now. They want to see well planned, measured projects that align with the community’s needs and interests. So, this approach of fast-tracking change applications, and loosening restrictions, and introducing infrastructure change discounts et cetera, is actually a step in the wrong direction.


We’ve seen for several years now that infrastructure and facilities have failed to keep pace with population growth. It was concerning to hear the DEPUTY MAYOR’s final comments that Brisbane is, doing a pretty good job of keeping up with growth. We definitely are not. I can tell you very clearly that in the suburbs and neighbourhoods that have experienced the highest rates of population growth, stuff is not working well. 

In terms of the public transport network, in terms of active transport connectivity, in terms of access to facilities and parks. I need only point to the example of the fact that West End public library still doesn’t have a toilet. Not even no disability accessible toilets—no toilets at all that are open to the general public. 

So West End has been one of the city’s fastest growing suburbs. We have had thousands of new apartments built. We’ve got Councillors saying oh, it’s all going well, there’s no problems here, let’s just speed up more private development and you haven’t even provided a toilet in the public library. Like surely that is a sign that something is going wrong with the way Council plans for development and delivers infrastructure and facilities.

I, for one, am very concerned about the trajectory we’re on and I’m concerned about the values that seem to sit underneath this particular budget program. I’m pleased to see that there are steps to make PD Online more accessible and easier to navigate. 

I’m pleased to see that it will be easier for residents to find where developments are occurring and find out what developments are proposed in their neighbourhood but I remain concerned that residents still don’t have any say over what actually happens. So, they might be able to look up on a website, if they know how to look it up on a website, about what’s happening in an area but they still won’t have any meaningful control over those projects.

Ultimately, that’s the concern with the Future Brisbane Program, is that there’s a fundamental failure to engage meaningfully with the idea that residents do have useful knowledge about what their neighbourhoods need and how new development will impact their communities.

That knowledge of local residents needs to be valued and acknowledged and drawn upon rather than sidelined, marginalised and demonised as pure NIMBY-ism. There are lots of residents who are supportive of sustainable development and who are supportive of well‑balanced construction projects but who are concerned about over-the-top, over‑development, which doesn’t meet the community’s needs and places excessive strain on infrastructure and services.

Certainly, the neighbourhood planning process has been woefully inadequate at meeting the needs and matching public infrastructure with private development. The broader trajectory this city is on, is completely unsustainable so I certainly won’t be supporting this Program and I will be warning residents to look out for more loopholes and so-called red tape cutting, which essentially gives the private sector a free ride to build whatever the heck it wants.

Deputy Chair:
Thank you, Councillor SRI. 

Councillor HAMMOND?

Councillor HAMMOND:
Thank you, Mr Deputy Chair. I rise to speak on Program 4. First, I’ll start by saying that Brisbane is a great place to live, work and relax and it’s no wonder our city is growing so quickly. Together we’ve achieved a lot. We’ve created more lifestyle and leisure options and better public transport while keeping Brisbane clean and green. But there’s so much more work to be done.


As a Committee, we’ve talked about Brisbane’s future and asked some important questions about trade-offs and priorities. Brisbane’s Future Blueprint was released in June 2018, following an overwhelming response from the community. More than 100,000 people had their say and put more than 15,000 ideas to improve our city. The document provides a plan with eight principles and 40 clear actions to guide decisions that we make in our Brisbane’s future. To keep us friendly and liveable as we all know that Brisbane is.


As part of the Blueprint deliverables, the alert system for the developments project was initiated to deliver a better way for people to keep in touch with what developments are happening. 

At the moment, residents of Brisbane have to go on to PD Online and have a look—and have a look every day, to have a look at new developments that are happening or development applications that are changing. This new alert system will allow people to put in their details, put in what they’re interested in, maybe the suburbs they’re interested in and it will automatically alert them to new development applications across our city.

This is so important because it keeps people more in touch of what’s happening in the area with real time and letting them know exactly what’s happening in their suburbs. To give them the ability to make a comment or make their voices heard about particular development applications.

I particularly like how Councillor ADAMS said about approving quality development which will maintain character in our suburbs, protect our backyards. The thing I love the most is about making greener development applications. Forcing, or giving an incentive to the developers to put more green initiatives in to protect our sustainability across our city.

I think this is really important as our city grows. We all struggle with having a look at the growth across our city, but no wonder people want to live here. Have you looked outside at our beautiful parklands? I know Councillor SRI says there’s not a lot of parklands in his city area. Councillor SRI, you have a lot of greenspace. Yes, do you need more? Probably yes, but so do we out in the suburbs.

I mentioned Chalk Street Park before, you say that’s out in the suburbs. It’s four kilometres from the CBD. For me, that is in the city—

Councillor SRI:
Point of order, Chair.

Deputy Chair:
Point of order, Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Claim to be misrepresented.

Deputy Chair:
Thank you. 

Councillor HAMMOND, please continue.

Councillor HAMMOND:
Thank you. I think, providing this new greenspace as part of our City Plan is extremely important. Whether you’re inner city or in the suburbs across our city. We get criticised by the Opposition, the Labor Opposition, all the time for not doing enough in our suburbs. We do a lot. 


So Councillor SRI, as much as you’re disappointed, I am delighted that I got this new park in my Lutwyche area as part of the development that’s happening around that Lutwyche area. I do agree with you, Councillor SRI that inappropriate development and pushing it further and further out is a big expense to our services. Whether it’s our utility services or public transport or whatever, that’s why we need sensible development. 

That’s why, when the neighbourhood plans started—and I’ll talk about the Chermside neighbourhood plan and Lutwyche neighbourhood plan—that’s why residents who were out there said, can you put it along the transport corridors? So, it’s easier for them to get onto transport and also, we don’t have to continue. If you see out further, I’m sorry to pick on you North Lakes, you’re a beautiful suburb but all that urban sprawl as you go up the coast. 

Brisbane is the best city to live in. I think we’re taking on those challenges and listening to our residents and building our city as people would like to see and have their voices heard. So, the alert system is so important for residents who are interested in development so they know exactly what’s happening. Instead of having to go onto PD Online every day and having a look if there’s any new development applications.

I’d like to thank the team for all their hard work. I know it’s pretty hard in the DA team. You’re doing a fantastic job and Councillor ADAMS, I’m absolutely honoured to be your Deputy and look forward to working together through this next year. Thank you.

Deputy Chair:
Thank you, Councillor HAMMOND. 

Councillor SRI, your misrepresentation, please.

Councillor SRI:
Yes, thanks. Just Councillor HAMMOND appeared to suggest that I had suggested that the Chalk Street Park was out in the suburbs and I didn’t make that suggestion. I think, for the record, Chalk Street is probably in the middle suburbs of the middle ring of the city.

Deputy Chair:
Thank you. 

Is there further debate? 

Councillor JOHNSTON?

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, thank you, Mr Deputy Chair. I rise to speak briefly on Program 4. I too listened to Councillor ADAMS’ speech there with a high degree of concern. I don’t always agree with Councillor SRI, there’s some things that he thinks is a good idea, like no cars, which I’m not necessarily for but he made some points that I completely agree with and I thank him for raising all those issues.


I am extremely concerned that this Administration is going to further relax development approval assessment processes to fast-track minor change plans. Minor change plans are diabolical in many instances. Often, they’re not minor—they’re very significant. Often, they happen to impact assessable developments where residents deserve to know what is happening in their area and there is no provision to notify residents now about minor change applications.


It might be that we get wind of it, which again, doesn’t always happen because we’re not notified. I don’t know what everybody else is doing but I’m not just sitting on PD Online all day, looking at the 400 or 500 DAs I get every year. It might be that a resident has heard something and by that point, it’s often too late.


What would be worse now is that minor change applications are going to be fast‑tracked. This is yet another bad decision by the LNP Administration that started in 2014, when they introduced this City Plan. Fundamentally at its heart, City Plan is wrong. 

It is delivering the wrong solutions for our city. It is delivering bad developments in certain parts of the city and unfortunately, this pro-development Council LNP Administration is failing catastrophically to look at the adverse impacts being caused by bad development around the suburbs.

The latest in my ward, and this is just horrific, is apparently boarding houses are allowable development under City Plan in low density areas. So, I’ve got in Tennyson, in Yeerongpilly—Yeerongpilly, which is a character suburb—I’ve got developers who are building essentially five little units in one house. So, it’s a room with a kitchen in it and it might have a common bathroom for five bedrooms. 

I fear that this is a terrible solution. We will then have to unfortunately rely on residents to police how many people are living in that complex. There’s additional strain on neighbourhoods, on parking and there’s no on-site management. It’s a shocking solution and this is happening increasingly just in the last couple of months in Tennyson and in Yeerongpilly.

I am extremely concerned that—to find that this type of development is allowable under City Plan and it just should not be. This is just the legacy of this Administration in 2014, pushing through City Plan which is just a shocking piece of legislation.

The long-term damage it has done to our city is—it’s unacceptable, is my view. I mean, the LNP at this point think that they were strongly re-elected by the community. They fell over the line because of a global pandemic. I can tell you, more than any other issue in our community, development is the one that is causing pain to communities.

So, City Plan is the wrong planning scheme for our city. It is disappointing to hear that there are going to be further discounts for developers. Relaxations for developers. Fast-tracking for developers.

I don’t know that I heard Councillor ADAMS in her speech, at all, talk about the importance of community consultation. The importance of working with communities to make sure that there is sustainable development that reflects the surrounding streetscapes. Those kind of concepts are pretty much dead. 

The other problem with assessing development that’s fundamentally a problem at the moment, I think, is the way in which this Council interprets the character code. In my area, where you do have a different range of character buildings or traditional buildings. We’ve got the traditional tin and timber, colonial style, we’ve got the Ashgrovian styles, we have brick bungalows in parts of Yeronga. But we’ve got a really good sense of what traditional building styles are in individual neighbourhoods around my ward.

The barn developments that Brisbane City Council is allowing through suburbs like Chelmer, Graceville, Sherwood—modern, narrow houses that have a tiny peak roof, a Juliette boundary and fibro cement sheeting walls—they look nothing like, nothing like, character houses in my area. They stick out like a sore thumb.

They’re just getting approved now because they’re code assessable. There’s no notification to the community. I’m keeping my eye out for them and I always put in comments where I can but these poor-designed solutions are ruining some of Brisbane’s most gracious character suburbs and it is incredibly disappointing that Council is not being stricter in its interpretation of the traditional building character overlay code design requirements.

Just briefly, very interestingly, last year apparently Council started a planning process along Ipswich Road in Moorooka. I think it might be related to Moorooka and Salisbury. I’m still not real clear on what it is. Very belatedly, early this year, they discovered that not only was it in Moorooka Ward, they were actually planning to do things in Tennyson Ward and forgot to tell me.

Now, not the first time, to be fair, that Brisbane City Council hasn’t told me about a major planning scheme change that they’re looking at in my area, but I don’t know whether this planning project is actually continuing under some sort of better suburbs thing with Garry Hargreaves in charge, or something. I don’t know. I have no idea if that’s continuing. 

After I expressed my concern about what it was when I was invited to a breakfast, I’m like what’s this? It’s gone dead quiet. So, I have no idea if that’s been cancelled. I presume that there are no Village Precinct Projects for Tennyson Ward, despite the fact that we got our petitions in—not on the day one, because we didn’t know about it a couple of years ago but certainly on about day 30, petitions went in for Annerley and Graceville.

But I presume those suburbs have been overlooked yet again in the budget. I mean, Councillor ADAMS, I’m sure will attack me if she has funded them but I’ve not been notified and I think based on what I heard around the traps, there’s no money to rejuvenate very old shopping centres, neglected shopping centres, in Tennyson Ward. Despite the fact that both of those precincts are strongly supported by my residents. Despite the fact that we petitioned in the first year that this scheme was announced.

So, you know, this project—this Program, I’m sorry, is one of the single most damaging parts of what Council does with residents in the City of Brisbane. It’s been overseen by a successive line of LNP Chairpeople who have absolutely supported pro-development outcomes that are causing damage to our city. 

Councillor ADAMS was a Deputy under Councillor Cooper at the time City Plan went through, from memory. I think I’ve got that right and it was diabolical when she was there the first time. It will be diabolical now she’s here again.

This program is one that I will be voting against. It is not a good program. I note—and I listened with interest, in here again this year for example, is we’re going to have this alert system for Brisbane residents about DAs. I don’t know how long you guys—the LNP have been promising to do this. Years and years, to my knowledge. I’d be very shocked, very shocked, if it actually happens. 

Maybe I’ll be surprised during the year and find that it’s actually up and functional but it’s certainly four or five years that you guys have been promising to do it and haven’t done it.

So look, this—the way in which this Council administers the city’s planning scheme is fundamentally flawed. It is delivering bad outcomes for our city and that is completely a reflection on the way in which the LNP Administration are administering planning in this city. I do not support it. I haven’t supported it for a very long time, it is wrong and I won’t be voting for this program—
Deputy Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON, you time has expired. 

Councillor interjecting.

Further debate?

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Oh, Mr Chairman, I just missed the interjection. I’d really like to hear it.

Deputy Chair:
I’m afraid you’ll have to keep a sharper ear out—open, Councillor JOHNSTON. 

Councillor HUTTON, you’ve got the call.

Councillor HUTTON:
Chair, I rise to speak on Program 4, Future Brisbane. As the DEPUTY MAYOR has shared, luck has nothing to do with Brisbane being considered one of the most liveable cities. It has been with dedication and careful planning that we continue to make sure that our city thrives as a friendly, liveable place for generations to come. Even in these challenging times.


Brisbane continues to change and adapt to the many demands of a modern city. As our city grows, Council is committed to working with the community to carefully plan for our future and make sure our city thrives for generations to come.


At the same time, Council is committed to maintaining the character of suburbs and recognising and protecting those features that are integral to our vibrant, green and enjoyable lifestyle. 

These include our heritage and character buildings; subtropical architecture and Design Brisbane backyards; world class parks and reserves; entertainment and cultural precincts; natural environment; public art; and the unique character of many of our suburbs and localities that make our city diverse.

Chair, as you will notice in the budget, Service 4.2.3.1 Village Precinct Projects, now include the key element of the previous service, Creative Brisbane. This service has been expanded to facilitate and deliver a range of projects of varying scales and types across Brisbane including a public realm improvements, new permanent and temporary artworks and creative lighting outcomes.

Mr Chair, as you know, our party is the best friend of small business in this city. Not only with our reduction in fees and charges for small business during COVID‑19, but through our investment in these Village Precinct Programs, we truly want to see small businesses thrive. These businesses are the lifeblood of our city. They are the lifeblood of our communities.

Having a vibrant shopping precinct reduces the need for people to drive their cars. It encourages people to be healthier and more active by providing a range of choices in close proximity to where they live. That is why this Administration continues to invest in these important projects right across our city.

In this program, we work closely with local traders and communities to create context‑specific outcomes that reflect and enhance local heritage and character. Village Precinct Projects address social, economic, environmental and design issues and opportunities to deliver improved local centres with enhanced attractiveness, amenities, safety and accessibility. 

That’s why even in this tight budget, we continue to deliver these important projects. I’m sure that Councillor TOOMEY and Councillor CUMMING are thrilled that the Ashgrove West and Manly Harbour Villages are considered for this program in this budget.

Work continues in my very own village precinct in Darra, to breathe new life into this local shopping strip and contribute to the commercial vitality of this area. 

Darra Station, which runs parallel to this shopping precinct is a public transport gateway to the Jamboree Ward. To make this public space attractive, accessible, safe, will not just be a win for locals but for the wider community.

The focus of the design had three core functions: Improve safety with the addition of pedestrian crossings, creating a lower speed environment and improved lighting, and it will also be the first location to reduce speed to 40 across the shopping precinct. Highlighting the community’s diversity, celebrating the multicultural melting pot within our community, reinforcing local character and pride and creating distinctive spaces for locals, residents, businesses and visitors to connect and belong.

Finally, developing an inclusive and inviting space to shop, socialise and relax. A priority was to ensure we create space and encourage the local community to meet, linger and enjoy. The Council officers working on this project are particularly excited as they have been able to explore new ideas not yet seen in other precincts.

This investment in our local shopping strip couldn’t come at a better time for these local people. It will make the difference for these local mum and dad businesses and it will actually keep their doors open.

As part of the Village Precinct Program, activation events are held to showcase local businesses within the precinct. This year, events will be held in the following suburbs. Seven Hills, Sunnybank, Milton, Wilston Village, Paddington and Darra.

In November, we will be holding our activation event for the Darra Precinct. I look forward to sharing our exciting plans for this event with the Chamber in the near future.

We also, Mr Chairman, invest in the important projects to lift up areas. To create a sense of place through our City of Lights project, outdoor galleries, new city artworks, Artforce and the public art collection.

Public art adds an enormous value to the culture, cultural aesthetic and economic vitality of a community. It is now well accepted principles of urban design that public art contributes to the community’s identify, fosters community pride and a sense of belonging. It enhances the quality of life for residents and visitors. 

The public art collection includes the collection management of our city’s valuable artworks maintenance and restoration projects, and promotes promotion and advocacy. The combined collection of public art assets are valued at over $32 million. Artworks are diverse an comprised over 500 permanent and temporary artworks by local, national and internationally renowned artists. 

The collection includes stand-alone pieces, functional and integral artworks in a mix of styles and materials ranging from traditional bronzed statues and murals to contemporary digital light projections. 

The maintenance of a diverse public art collection is inherently complex and requires best practice collection management. The management of art assets must address the significance of each artwork. The different types of artwork and the very rate of material deterioration as well as ensuring that artistic integrity and aesthetic qualities of the artwork is kept intact.

A key strategy of Council’s principal art asset management plan 2019 is to establish a regular maintenance schedule and service contract for Council’s public art collection. Over the last few years, there have been a marked improvement in the condition and value of artworks in the collection following the comprehensive restoration works.

In terms of policy, Council continues to deliver guidelines on the best practice art projects delivery and provides advice to different program areas across Council and the community. A key policy initiative, Council’s Percent for Art scheme where developers are asked to contribute 0.25% of the value of their development to public art. This continues to deliver high quality artworks in the CBD and major centres identified in the neighbourhood plans.

Finally, the Brisbane Street Art Festival sponsored by Council is Australia’s biggest celebration of urban art. Due to the disruption of COVID-19, the festival was forced to be postponed with the majority of events and mural programs cancelled. 

However, in order to continue to provide opportunities for artists, the Brisbane Street Art Festival has arranged a number of online engagement events that were live streamed over 25 different mural paintings over two weekends in May. The festival was able to gather up to 100,000 online viewers over both weekends. 

Working with the festival organisers, Council nominated four sites to be delivered during the festival. The 2020 festival sites have included Ronald McDonald House at Vulture Street, South Brisbane; Constance Street rail overpass, Fortitude Valley; Milton Road pedestrian rail tunnel, Milton; Darra Shopping Centre Precinct at Darra.

Another key component to this program is improving quality development. The City Plan is Council’s plan for future development in Brisbane. It guides how land in Brisbane can be used and developed and is a significant tool to guide the city’s growth and foster economic development.

Building and development in Brisbane is assessed in accordance with the city plan and seeks to retain and enhance Brisbane’s subtropical lifestyle, prosperity, maintain the character of suburbs and protect our unique heritage, character and safety.

This outline incorporates through complimentary and collaborative processes, development assessment and regulatory functions, as well as protecting the city’s valuable character and heritage. Council provides a best practice, efficient, effective and user-friendly development facilitation framework based on the Queensland Government planning legislation, City Plan and other regulatory policies.

Council’s assessment function includes advocacy for, and facilitation of: quality and exemplary development, assessment for development applications and operational work applications, plan sealing and managing appeals against Council decisions, Council’s regulatory function includes signage, plumbing regulation, and development compliance checks, promotion of sustainable subtropical design continues to influence the need for development that is suited to our climate and location. 

Council has responded to community expectation that Brisbane’s unique built form is valued and maintained by identifying Brisbane’s heritage and character though surveying, mapping and referrals and by protecting it through codes in the City Plan. Council—

Deputy Chair:
Councillor HUTTON, your time has expired.

Councillor HUTTON:
Sure, thank you.

Deputy Chair:
Councillor COOK.

Councillor COOK:
Thank you, Mr Deputy Chair. I’ll speak on Program 4, Future Brisbane. Well, the dicing and slicing continues in Future Brisbane, Mr Deputy Chair, and this perhaps tells the story of what the LNP is actually expecting as a COVID-19 outcome. This program will see revenue practically halved for Program outcome 4.3 of Approving Quality Development. Down from around $56 million to $33 million this financial year.


Councillor ADAMS contributed this to a loss in infrastructure charges across the city, which paints a pretty bleak picture. But, as a result, as we have heard today, Councillor ADAMS wants to see development at all costs. Across the city we are going to cut red tape, cut costs for developers and as Councillor SRI and Councillor JOHNSTON have already said, that is concerning for local residents, where their voices are already not heard.


We don’t just want to see residents made aware of developments, Mr Deputy Chair, we want them to have their say genuinely. That is simply never going to happen under this LNP Council so brace yourselves, Brisbane, for more development fast tracked that you might not even know about until it’s too late.

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor COOK:
Mr Deputy Chair?

Deputy Chair:
Please continue, Councillor COOK.

Councillor COOK:
Thank you. Then we contrast that exercise giving developers effectively a free ride across the city to the systematic cuts to the entire Creative Brisbane program. Specific projects like City of Lights, new city artworks, public art on buildings and infrastructure, creative lighting grants, gone. 

As we’ve heard just then, I think from Councillor HUTTON, they’ve apparently been moved—and Councillor ADAMS sort of alluded to this during the information sessions—into Village Precinct Projects. Meaning that, well, it makes it even more difficult, Mr Deputy Chair, for the fair distribution of these types of projects across the city. 

It is going to be much more difficult for these projects to be delivered across the range of wards across the city given, well, the elusive nature of how Village Precinct Projects are actually granted across the city.

The systematic removal of smaller projects and grants from not only this program but across all programs, Mr Chair, is absolutely astonishing. Once they are gone, it is clear that they will not be returning and certainly, keeping track of how these types of projects were once clearly identified in the budget are dealt with in future budgets will be evidently increasingly difficult.

That’s just like we saw this week, Mr Deputy Chair, with the Brisbane Greeters program. They can claim all they want that these are consolidated into quorum. That they’re business as usual. But the reality is, the transparency and accountability when it comes to the ongoing nature of these projects is lacking.

The way in which this LNP Council has slashed projects under the guise of COVID-19 and moving items to core has removed almost all opportunity for accountability and transparency in the future operation of these much loved and valued creative programs. 

At a time when the arts and creative sectors can use all the support they can get, this is a poor reflection of this Council’s priorities. It’s developers first—as per usual.

Moving on to the Urban Futures Board, this has been disbanded, Mr Chair. I can’t say I’m sorry to see that one go, nor its entire men-only board. This will be replaced an Urban Futures Panel. I know Councillor ADAMS has acknowledged the need for women to be included in that new panel and I welcome that announcement moving forward. No word yet on how much this new panel will cost ratepayers—hopefully Councillor ADAMS can answer that one today.

On planning and development, Mr Chair, the Heritage Incentive Scheme has been axed all together. Which then brings me to the one project area in this Program to see an increase this financial year. Which I guess was somewhat inevitable given the projects which Labor identified as cut, have now been allegedly amalgamated into this item—that is Village Precinct Projects.

Mr Deputy Chair, this is quite possibly one of the most contentious pots of funding in the entire budget. That is because there is zero and I mean zero transparency in the way these funds are allocated across the city. 

Some Councillors in this place, myself included, have launched multiple petitions requesting funds for our local areas. For me, The Corso in Seven Hills took over a decade to receive funding with multiple petitions. Last year, we started another petition for an Oxford Street Village Precinct, which was supported by over 1,000 residents. Not one cent has been allocated to my community under the Village Precinct Projects moving forward.

Then we have other areas, for example Coorparoo Ward. They are not getting one, but two Village Precincts, Mr Deputy Chair. Those are Martha Street, Camp Hill and Coorparoo Square, Coorparoo.

I haven’t seen any petitions on those, Mr Chair, perhaps the Councillor for Coorparoo will enlighten us if there have been, and I haven’t heard of any mass community outcry, but yet, millions allocated for that ward.

If you need more evidence of the inequality, let’s have a look at the Paddington Ward, the most marginal ward in the city and the LNP must be very, very worried about Paddington, Mr Deputy Chair. Not one, not two, but three—three Village Precincts for that ward, Mr Chair.

Rosalie gets one, Latrobe Terrace gets once, and Park Road, Milton, gets one. How is that equitable? How is that transparent? In a time of economic recovery, how does this LNP Council justify those types of decisions where there is a clear disparity in the geographic distribution of funds across the city.

Of the 12 projects we were told about in the budget information sessions, two are in Labor wards, nine are in LNP wards. None are Green or Independent wards. So, Councillor JOHNSTON, I hope that answers your question. Zero. You get zero. Keep up the good work though, with those petitions and community advocacy, but to be quite frank with you, I don’t think it’s going to make any difference. 

Now, that paints, Mr Deputy Chair, a pretty clear picture and probably says all you need to know about this LNP Council and their decision making. Zero transparency, zero accountability and no consideration for genuine community needs across the city. It’s developers first and business as usual for this Council.

Deputy Chair:
Councillor COOK, have you finished?

Councillor COOK:
I’m done, Mr Chair.

Deputy Chair:
Thank you. Thank you. 

Further debate? 

Councillor DAVIS?

Councillor DAVIS:
Thank you, Mr Deputy Chair. I rise in support of Program 4, Future Brisbane. Mr Deputy Chair, Brisbane is a great place to live, work and raise a family. Our relaxed lifestyle and enviable climate means people are drawn to our wonderful city to make it their home. 


As our population grows, we want our city to thrive not only for now but for future generations whilst maintaining the character of our suburbs and recognising community aspirations.


Building community understanding is a crucial part of planning and growth management is part of this program. Working in partnership with local residents through a meaningful process of engagement with our communities on planning decisions which impact the future of the city at a neighbourhood level is key.


Feedback from our local communities is recognised by Council and helps to drive planning for the future of Brisbane. Mr Deputy Chair, over the past financial year, several important changes have come into effect to amend this Brisbane City Plan 2014 to guide the future development of Brisbane. These amendments help Council plan for infrastructure to support growth whilst also continuing to protect our city’s renowned way of life.

On 29 November 2019, major amendment package B, biodiversity, came into effect. This amendment delivers improved biodiversity mapping which reflects changes in legislation as well as feedback from local communities and industries across Brisbane. 

Mr Deputy Chair, this is an Administration which listens to what residents want and I am pleased that some key features of this amendment package include updating and refining Council’s biodiversity mapping and amending the biodiversity related provisions in the City Plan.

This amendment also aligns our koala mapping with the Queensland Government’s mapping. On a side note, I would add the McDowall Ward is home to a koala movement corridor, and late last year, Council announced that we would open a number of koala precinct protection areas which includes the Chermside Hills Reserve, Raven Street Reserve and the bushland areas along Cabbage Tree Creek.

Identifying these areas is important not only for the protection of wildlife in these precincts, but ensures that development is sympathetic to the local wildlife and environmental landscapes. 

Mr Deputy Chair, another amendment to the City Plan, which many residents in McDowall Ward are pleased with, is major amendment package H, which came into effect on 1 May 2020. This amendment prevents multiple dwellings such as townhouses and apartments from being approved for construction in low density residential zones.

This followed a public consultation period and the submissions which we received were carefully considered. This has been a topic which many residents in McDowall feel very strongly about and this amendment shows that Council listens to our residents.

We are prepared to work with the local community to ensure that the Future Blueprint for their suburbs is one which they can have a say on and I am proud to be part of an administration which takes this seriously.

On the topic of a Future Blueprint for our suburbs, under Program 4 sits neighbourhood plans. In the 2019-20 budget, money was allocated for the development of a neighbourhood plan for Bridgeman Downs.

Mr Deputy Chair, the landscape of Bridgeman Downs has changed significantly in recent times, and that’s why we committed to a new neighbourhood plan to allow residents to have their say on the future of their suburb. 

People move to Bridgeman Downs for a particular lifestyle. You don’t have to look far to see how much the community treasures the parks, walkways and open spaces that this suburb has to offer. As I said in the Chamber recently, it’s a suburb where residents can co‑exist with our native wildlife. The first stages of consultation have been undertaken by the community planning team and the community reference group. The information from these sessions will help inform the draft strategy, which is currently being developed.

This strategy will continue to focus on engaging with the local community when it is released, and I look forward to working with the community as the plan progresses. Mr Deputy Chair, it’s pleasing to see that this financial year, there has been an ongoing commitment to the village precinct’s program. Like Councillor HUTTON, I think this is a terrific program because the village precinct program is about creating and maintaining vibrant community hubs in our suburbs which support local businesses and where residents can meet up and connect with their friends and their neighbours.

This program has delivered two village precincts in McDowall Ward, in Aspley and in Chermside West and I’d like to take a moment to thank former Councillor, Norm Wyndham, for his dogged determination to make sure that these village precincts progressed in the ward of McDowall.

The Aspley Village Precinct Project was finalised early this year and this project delivered additional street trees, garden beds, new streetscape furniture, upgraded footpaths, artwork murals and a new Aspley Gateway sign on the corner of Gayford Street and Albany Creek Road. 

The entire streetscape has been greatly improved and I know the LORD MAYOR, Councillor LANDERS and Councillor HAMMOND were very impressed with the outcome of this project when they joined me at Council’s BrisAsia Bazar Night Markets event in February which doubled as the activation event for this particular project.

Local residents in my ward are very happy with these upgrades and I look forward to it returning to a bustling commercial and social hub as the further relaxations of COVID-19 restrictions progress.

Seeing first-hand the benefits that this program delivers, I fully support the continued investment this year in a program that breathes new life into local shopping precincts. 

Mr Deputy Chair, Program 4 demonstrates that this Administration is committed to working with communities to plan for the future whilst preserving our wonderful Brisbane lifestyle. Thank you, to Councillor ADAMS for her work in this particular portfolio area and I commend this program to the Chamber.

Deputy Chair: 
Thank you, Councillor Davis. 

Councillor LANDERS.

Councillor LANDERS:
Point of order, Chair.

Deputy Chair:
Point of order, Councillor LANDERS.

ADJOURNMENT:

	755/2019-20
At that time, 3.15pm, it was resolved on the motion of Councillor Sandy LANDERS, seconded by Councillor Sarah HUTTON, that the meeting adjourn for a period of 15 minutes, to commence only when all Councillors had left the meeting.
Council stood adjourned at 3.16pm.


UPON RESUMPTION:
At that time, 3.33pm, the Chair, Councillor Andrew WINES, resumed the Chair.

Chair:
Councillors welcome back. 

Are there any further speakers? 

Any further speakers? 

Councillor STRUNK.

Councillor STRUNK:
Thank you.

Chair:
All right, okay. 

Yes, please go ahead.

Councillor STRUNK:
Okay, thanks, Chair. Listen, I entered the debate in regards to Program 4, Planning program—Future Brisbane I should say. I just want to open up—I just want to open it up by making a couple of comments in regards to the way I've seen Brisbane develop over the years, if you'll indulge me, in regards to planning, especially buildings. Not so much the roadways and some of those other aspects of planning, but certainly I've seen a lot of change over the last I suppose five decades as an adult. 


Brisbane was a very sleepy little town when I arrived in 1973 but it was very—I don't know, it just felt friendly and for the most part Brisbane still is friendly. It's not because necessarily the buildings, it's the people first of all, but the environment very much feeds into that as well.


Certainly, the architecture of this city was a standout compared to a lot of other cities around Australia and from where I came as well. It has been sad to see over the last 20 years or so, that character of the city, well I think in my words, go backwards somewhat.


Now we knew Brisbane wasn't going to be able to stay exactly the way it was in the 1950s and sixties and even into the seventies. Modernisation was happening; building architecture was changing. Just see, my goodness, what happened in the city and for the most part the city I think is quite a nice looking, very attractive—I mean there are a few buildings that I don't think are all that attractive, but for the most part the city itself, CBD, is quite an attractive city in comparison to some of those other cities in Australia and overseas.


But out in the suburbs is where I want to focus on and the character that has really changed over the last—I suppose in the last 10 years for me—especially out in the western suburbs because that's where I mostly get around to, the Gracevilles, the Corindas, even over into the Centenary suburbs, which are a bit more modern obviously.


There has just been a proliferation of high-density development and I know all Councillors in the Chamber will have had those in their wards. Some they would have liked, some they won't have liked, but I suppose beauty is in the eye of the beholder they tell us. But it's really not so much the architectural design or look for me—although I didn't have a preference one way or the other—but it's the number—the complexes that have been established—unit complexes or townhouse complexes where you have 100, 200, 300 in a cluster.


Richlands, probably—and I have said it before in this place over the years—Richlands, probably, in my ward is the worst example of this. So much so, as I've said before, we have a UQ lecturer that comes out, brings buses of students out to Richlands to have a look at the townhouse developments in the Richlands ward—sorry in the Richlands suburb—and she uses that as an example of not what to do.


So, it's really sad that this has happened, and it's happened under the LNP watch. It probably started happening in the ALP watch as well at the turn of the millennia, but it's just been a ramping up over the last 10 years and it's still happening in my ward today. There are a few developers that are actually doing the right thing in my mind and they're building single unit residential accommodation developments, which is really good, and there's a mixture—in some cases—there's a mixture of some townhouses within those, in and around those houses, which really is—you really can't complain against that. Some people want to live in a unit or in a townhouse and I understand that.


But it was really disappointing last year, or the year before I should say now I suppose, that even when we as a Council says a development shouldn't be happening—as is the case at 5 The Esplanade, Forest Lake, where a six to seven storey building was going—well is probably going to be built in low residential area on a low residential block. Council, rightly, pushed back against that development with 105 pieces—not so much pieces, sorry—105 comments that weren't in line with the planning for this city for that particular development.


Of course, quite rightly the developer probably didn't agree with that and they went off to the P&E (Planning and Environment) Court and we lost basically. My community lost, and potentially that building will probably go ahead. Which will be totally out of character for the only masterplan community or suburb in Brisbane. The only one, which Delfin did all those years ago in the nineties.


So that's really disappointing. I did write to the LORD MAYOR and to the Chair of Planning and asked that it be appealed to the appeals court through the Supreme Court in Queensland here, and sadly I got a letter back from the CEO saying that the legal department thought it wasn't worth contesting, or appealing, on the grounds which the P&E Court made their determination or decision.


I was really saddened by that and I was probably a little bit perplexed that the Chair of Planning had a development in her area as well which the P&E Court overturned Brisbane City Council's decision, but you were granted the okay to go to the appeals court. I just thought—and I looked at both decisions and I thought well in my opinion, which is not a legal opinion—but in my opinion I think we had a stronger case.


But I look forward to that outcome, Councillor ADAMS, to your townhouse development and see how that goes in the appeals court. It will be an interesting one to follow. It will probably come at quite a cost too; around about $200,000 if I'm not—if I'm being—I've been told that it could be up to that or a bit more than that.


In regards to other planning issues, there's probably only one other one that I really wanted to talk about, and that was the—if I've got time—the Village Precinct Projects—because I agree with all the Councillors that have spoken on this; that this is really one of the better projects in planning that we undertake. But it is a bit confusing at times as to how that all gets decided.


The only one that I've attracted was Biota Street last year which was about $500,000. I didn't actually nominate that personally. I think the former Chair of Planning, Councillor Bourke and his team identified that one as one that could be refreshed because it had been done about 20 years earlier.


But I'd just like to ask Councillor ADAMS in your summation if you can just maybe let us know how those village park precincts are all worked out. Do we just simply write you a letter saying we would like this considered for the next budget, or is there another process that I have to follow, because I do have one that I think would probably be the best one for my ward. Even better than the Skylark and Biota Streets ones that have happened over the years down in the Coconut Grove area, just up from the Blue Fin Fishing Club.


So, with those few remarks, I'll stop here, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor ATWOOD.

Councillor ATWOOD:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I also rise to speak on Program 4, Future Brisbane.


Now, Chair, I am very lucky to sit on this Committee. Over the past few months I have learned a lot about our city's vision for its future and have seen firsthand Councillor ADAMS' passion about her portfolio and her dedication towards Brisbane's distinct heritage housing and our subtropical characteristics.


Now a few areas that I love about this portfolio is our city's approach to supporting local shopping precincts through the Village Precinct Project initiative, our universal housing incentive and our commitment to its heritage places.


Now last year I was really lucky in Kenrose Street as it went through a transformation under the Village Precinct Project program, and to celebrate it we held the Kenrose Street Festival on 31 January with the LORD MAYOR, which saw more than 2,500 attendees. Many of the attendees actually said to me that they didn't even know that many of these shops existed and that they were really excited that they discovered this little shopping precinct.


Some of the highlights along the planning, construction and celebration phases, included my initial chat with business owners on what they would like to see as part of these upgrades. You could see their faces light up with ideas such as street murals; better lighting; the relocation of a Telstra phone box to allow for more seating in the outdoor dining area; a bin near the bakery; a bike rack; more seating and greenery for the community to enjoy.


Well, Mr Chair, I can tell you that their dreams all came true and as well as the other 119 residents that provided feedback on this great project.


Final upgrades for the Kenrose Street under the Village Precinct Projects included the above and so much more. Including footpath upgrades to improve accessibility, pedestrian crossing upgrades, street furniture, murals, buildouts in the road carriageway with tree plantings, and new and improved garden beds, as previously there was no greenery around the shops.


I also wanted to highlight that during the construction phase, the various Council teams and contractors involved in the project were amazing. They worked around the business owners and their needs, and for that I am really grateful, as this was one of the major concerns for the businesses.


Another highlight was the Kenrose Street Festival. Our Brisbane City Council events team put on an amazing night. The street was closed down outside the shops with string lighting, pallet racking and the music was put on by B Sharp Music, a local music school from Kenrose Street. It had such an amazing vibe.


Kenrose Street Bakery—well they invited all of their stockists along to share their honey, pickled goods, cheeses, and they all did this all for free. The bakery also shared their baked goods for free as well. It was such a beautiful community spirit that night.


I also just wanted to thank and recognise the quality feedback that the community gave. This is just another real investment made by the Schrinner-led Administration in our suburbs. As a result of the Village Precinct Project upgrade in Kenrose Street, Giovanni's—an amazing pizza restaurant—reported that since the festival they were steadily increasing patronages every week. Kenrose Street Bakery started to sell out every day by lunchtime when previously they were open until 6pm. And Backstreet Espresso, well they're just as busy as ever.


Now to another very important program—the universal housing incentive. Through independent research and feedback from the development industry, it became very clear that there was a need to increase the amount of diverse housing delivered across Brisbane. It's important that families are able to remain close together through the different stages of their lives. It's also important that we cater to the accessibility needs of all of our residents throughout their lifetime, including disabled and injured residents. 


The cost associated with delivering housing stocks to a level which responds to these needs can be significant and can act as a major deterrent for developers in pursuing these types of developments in our suburbs.


To encourage new housing which addressed this, Council introduced an incentive for universal housing design. It assists in delivery of this robust and adaptable housing type. The incentive encourages the delivery of housing that includes enough elements to be certified as meeting the Liveable Housing Australia's (LHA) gold performance level. Housing built to the LHA gold performance level makes homes easier to access and navigate, and more capable of cost-effective adaption to accommodate additional needs of residents in the future and support for ageing. I'm pleased that this incentive is continuing in this year's budget.


Lastly, the third service I wanted to speak about was our commitment to our city's heritage. Brisbane is known by its old Queenslanders, sandstone buildings and industrial brick architecture. Like many of us, I have enjoyed getting on a plane and exploring the world and admiring their city's architecture and culture. One of my favourite cities overseas is Edinburgh because of its distinct black spiral architecture and the castle perched up on the hill.


While I understand that Brisbane's buildings are relatively new in comparison to the rest of the world, such as Newgrange in Ireland, which is predicted to be 5,200 years old, it is important that we preserve our historic buildings, such as the Old Windmill in Observatory Park on Wickham Terrace and preserve our iconic housing characteristics.


Some of the terrific initiatives this Administration is leading the charge with includes providing detailed and timely expert advice regarding heritage places and projects through our Development Services team. We're also identifying and preparing heritage trails as part of the neighbourhood planning process; continuing a review of key statements of significance buildings to align with new planning policy requirements to make them accessible to the community; maintaining the Local Heritage Places online information system which has over 2,275 entries, and it is anticipated an addition 30 will be coming this financial year.


For these measures and many, many more, Chair, I am very pleased to recommend this Program to the Chamber today.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor CASSIDY.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Thanks, Chair. A few comments across the whole Program area here today, and I'm sure I won't take 10 minutes of the Chamber's time. But on an issue that Councillor COOK raised earlier, the City of Lights and city artworks having disappeared as a specific budget item, is very disappointing.


We understand that they are now to be incorporated as Village Precinct Projects. There's no suggestion that the funding that was allocated to these important projects on their own will be added into the Village Precinct Projects' budget, which means that again we're seeing Council officers and Council programs required to do more with less. So, the rhetoric is very high, but the reality is actually pretty poor when it comes to these projects.


I know from having very early on a Village Precinct Project upgrade—not a new Village Precinct Project, but in Sandgate the upgrade—the $850,000 or so that was allocated to that essentially paid for a section of bitumen footpath to be replaced with exposed aggregate; it paid for lamp posts to be painted from green to grey; it paid for a couple of new bike racks and a couple of new seats.


To say that these Village Precinct Projects will now have to fund the projects that otherwise would have been done under the City Lights and City Artworks—

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order to you, Councillor ADAMS.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Claim to be misrepresented.

Chair:
Noted.

Councillor CASSIDY:
—means we're going to get less for less, which is pretty consistent with this LORD MAYOR's budget.


City artworks is an important one because we're going to see an awful lot less art around our city as a result, and we know that in the absence of receiving a Village Precinct Project or other upgrades to an area, having city artworks or artworks on public buildings or funded on private buildings, is an important way to generate new interest in the community and something that we've been trying very hard down in Sandgate.


We funded, and it's about to start, a grand mural on the Telstra Exchange Building down there which has been funded partly out of the previous Lord Mayor's Community Fund when there was adequate funding in there—so those sort of things probably won't proceed now—with the State Member for Sandgate and Northside Family Law. So, I mean that's going to be a great piece of public art that was not funded out of that Program area, but we're going to see a whole lot less of that, which is disappointing.


Councillor HAMMOND said earlier about the new development alert system that's going to be implemented here in Brisbane, and this is something that is really simple that this Council should have been doing a long time ago. We heard about a—it was an outcome of the Blueprint process from years ago. It's something that Sunshine Coast Regional Council implemented quite easily and quite cheaply. It was only a couple of hundred thousand dollars for them to implement this system a couple of years ago, and it's been a great success and it's something that we support and have called for.


But again, like the Metro and like so many other projects, we hear these things talked about ad nauseum. We heard them talked about last budget, we heard them talked about 18 months ago when the Blueprint was talked about, and we're only seeing very slow progress towards that.


So I suppose the message is just hurry up and get on with it. Stop talking about it and actually do it because it's an important tool for the people of Brisbane to know what is going on in their neighbourhoods, because as we know in this Administration, the only people that really know what's going on in our neighbourhoods are developers. They're not local residents, they're not ratepayers, they are too often shut out of the planning process.


The greatest case in point in that is in neighbourhood planning, and we know that system—and the people of Brisbane know that system—is fundamentally broken. LNP Councillors should because the feedback that they received—whether it's in neighbourhood plans in their local areas or feedback that comes through this Council by means of a 2,700 signature petition that came through Council just a couple of weeks ago, which highlighted how broken the neighbourhood planning system really is here in Brisbane—but we see no reforms of that.


We know the LORD MAYOR likes the way that neighbourhood planning currently operates, because it shuts out people. It's a system that includes a select few. All too often developers and real estate agents in those committees that are brought together—they are handpicked, those committees, by the Planning Chair's Office and with their authority—and we know that genuine engagement doesn't happen.


People find out too late about changes that are happening in their neighbourhoods. They feel like they don't have a meaningful say about how their neighbourhoods are developing for the 15 or 20 years down the track from the neighbourhood plan. I know this firsthand having taken the first of three steps through the Sandgate and District neighbourhood plan process, and to see this Program area—which is an important one. It's about how our city will develop and how it looks and the type of infrastructure that would be provided as a result of development and keeping pace with the development.


It's very, very disappointing to see that again we had an opportunity to change the way we do things here in Brisbane, but the key theme of this budget is business as usual instead of changing the way we do things here, which is a huge disappointment.


We know the Administration loves giving away infrastructure charge discounts. Over the last term that was in excess of $11 million. There's a huge deficit in the infrastructure budget. We know that we're not collecting enough infrastructure charges to keep pace with the infrastructure that is required as a result of development; as a result of more people moving into suburbs, the new drainage, the new footpaths, the new roads, the new kerbing and channelling, the new parks.


We know that there's a huge deficit there. This Administration brought that deficit to this Council about 12 or 18 months ago, and yet we see, that time after time, when developers want infrastructure charge discounts they are given infrastructure charge discounts. Who misses out? They make a greater profit of course and who misses out? It's the people of Brisbane. It's the forgotten suburbs of Brisbane, Chair.


So, we want to see an end to a developer free pass. We know that people want to come to Brisbane, we know that people want to build and develop here, and what we also know is that the LNP want to give their developer mates discounts. So, it really is growth at any cost—

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Look I think—I know what you're—

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Imputing motive.

Chair:
Yes, that is imputing motive and I'm going to have to ask you to withdraw please.

Councillor CASSIDY:
No, I won't.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order to you, Councillor ADAMS.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Councillor CASSIDY was highly offensive. If he thinks we have developer mates raise it with the CCC (Crime and Corruption Commission Queensland). It is illegal. He imputed motive.

Councillor CASSIDY:
No, I never suggested that developers were donating to you.

Chair:
No, no we’re not getting into a tête-à-tête about this. 

But it is my view that you were imputing motive. 

I have asked you to withdraw. 

You have declined. 

We're going to move on.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Thanks, Chair. It is quite clear which political party here in this Council meeting is giving a free ride to developers when they want it, Chair, and I think the people of Brisbane know that.


When they talk about—

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order to you—

DEPUTY MAYOR:
That is absolutely outrageously imputing motive. I insist he withdraw we are giving developers a free ride.

Chair:
Councillor CASSIDY, I do believe that that is an example of imputing motive. 

I do think that some of your comments have gone a bit far and I will ask you to withdraw please.

Councillor CASSIDY:
No, I'm not going to withdraw that chair. It's very clear—

Councillors interjecting.

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON no one invited you to this—

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
I know. 

Councillor CASSIDY, I've asked you to withdraw. 

You have declined. 

I do believe that you are adversely reflecting on the character of a Councillor or a group of Councillors. 

You've declined to withdraw but we will carry on. 

Councillor CASSIDY.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Thanks, Chair. So this Administration often—and has today and over the last couple of years—claimed to be a friend of character here in Brisbane, but we know that the changes which they brought into their signature City Plan, City Plan 2014, saw the wholesale destruction of so much of Brisbane's character and so much of Brisbane's heritage.


In the wholesale changes they make to whole suburbs and groups of suburbs you've only got to look over in the Coorparoo neighbourhood plan where the demolition control through CR1 character zoning, which was changed to CR2 character zoning, which allowed the destruction of backyards. So, I guess when it comes to sneaking through CR2 zoning, this Administration really isn't the friend of the backyard here in Brisbane. What they want to see is development at any cost. They want to see heritage—

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor CASSIDY:
—and character homes stuck on a 400 square metre postage stamp in the front yard and then they want to see six, or eight, or 10 units and townhouses stuck in the backyard. That isn't character protection. We know that the infrastructure that would be required for shoehorning that type of population into a small suburban street that was designed for 100 houses or so, is not being provided.


So, for this Chair, or this Administration, to say that they are (1) friends of character and heritage or (2) protecting the backyard is in the very least disingenuous, Chair, in the very least. People who are being affected by these planning changes know that firsthand right around Brisbane.


So, I would echo the words of Councillor COOK: there is zero transparency when it comes to the decisions that are being made in terms of planning development in this Council, in this city. There is zero accountability because these LNP Councillors go out there and say, oh it's not our problem, these are the rules, and Council officers make these decisions around planning and development, except for the fact that we set those rules. It is a developer-first, second and third approach when it comes to planning development here in Brisbane.

Chair:
Councillor ADAMS, you had a misrepresentation.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair. Councillor CASSIDY repeatedly said that all of those projects, as mentioned, that were in Design Brisbane can now only be delivered through VPPs. That is incorrect.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Yes, it gives me great pleasure to speak to this Program, which is such an important Program when it comes to our suburbs right across Brisbane, and such an important Program when it comes to increasing the liveability of our suburbs. Whether it's enhancing and revitalising suburban villages and precincts, whether it's the way that we support good quality housing being built in our city, there are so many ways that this program delivers great outcomes for the people of Brisbane.


This program is focused on delivering the outcomes of the Brisbane’s Future Blueprint document. That is a document that—while Labor wants to try and rewrite history—had more people involved than any other planning exercise we've ever seen in the city's history, and a fantastic outcome with that document. In fact, some of the initiatives in that document are now being taken up as a benchmark by other councils around Australia in the way to do planning exercises and planning engagements.


But one of the things that this Program focuses on, which I'm particularly passionate about, is encouraging more sustainable, greener homes to be built. I've had the pleasure to visit cities like Singapore on a number of occasions. Now Singapore obviously has a tropical climate, but we do have a subtropical climate here, and some of the things that have been achieved in Singapore—with green building design, with greenery on buildings, in buildings, on the side of buildings, with plants and trees all the way up buildings, with environmentally sustainable design when it comes to energy use, water use, with zero emissions and a whole range of other things—I've found particularly inspiring.


These are the kinds of housing developments that we want to see encouraged particularly when it comes to the larger scale projects, because when you've got a building with more people living in it, and many of these buildings have hundreds and hundreds of people living in them, you want it to be a sustainable and liveable environment. You can make those type of large buildings very sustainable as we've seen in Singapore.


So this budget includes a new initiative that supports the greenest and most sustainable forms of new development. It doesn't offer a blanket discount in infrastructure charges to any new development. That is not the case, and that is not what's happening here. It supports the greenest and most sustainable forms of housing construction. But it also supports the construction of that housing at a time when the housing market is seriously struggling.


We've heard the projections from different agencies, including the Housing Industry Association and others industry associations, talking about the potential for significant job losses in the sector unless there's an upturn in activity, because what we're talking about here is building homes for the people of Brisbane and we want those homes to be sustainable.


So our initiative here with the green building incentive provides a targeted incentive to get a positive outcome, but the important thing here is that it is not—it's not an upfront discount of changes—it's a rebate. So, the building has to be built and certified and ticked off that it's actually been built in the way that it was promised before we will pay the rebate.


There's a process in place to make sure that we do get the right outcome and that we don't just see a great set of plans which are, through the process, value engineered down to a lower cost solution.


So I think this will be a good step in the right direction to get Brisbane having more green and sustainable homes for people to live in, more greener, sustainable buildings which is a really good thing, and as I've said, there's some great examples around the world in places like Singapore as well.


But we are uniquely placed being a large city with a subtropical climate. Sydney, Melbourne, Adelaide, Perth do not have the same climate as Brisbane and so without climate we have an even greater opportunity to create something truly special here and truly unique when it comes to the design of our buildings.


This budget also sees the continuation of our Better Suburbs Initiative, which started off as the suburban renewal taskforce. This is something that I am also very passionate about, because it's about making sure we can have a look across the city at opportunities to revitalise suburban areas.


It's interesting because there are certain Councillors in this place, and they know who they are, who like to complain that the suburbs miss out. There's one very, very repetitive Councillor in the Moorooka area that likes to say that on repeat, it's like a broken record. Yet when the Suburban Renewal Taskforce had the opportunities in his area, immediately for political reasons decided that his only position was to oppose anything they might do.


So instead of looking for opportunities to see his area go ahead, to see his area revitalised and enlivened, to see some positive outcomes in his area, he chose to oppose for political reasons. That is a shame, that is a shame. But you know what, it won't deter us from seeking good outcomes for his residents, and it won't deter us from seeking good opportunities right across the city to enliven our suburbs, to enliven our village precincts, and to generate good outcomes for the community.


The type of development that I like to see is development that adds to a community; development that improves an area. Not just development for development sake, but the development that improves an area and builds quality new homes for people, enlivens an area, supports local business and that's what we're trying to achieve with the Better Suburbs Initiative. 



That is obviously in its early stages but we're looking forward to that progressively gearing up over the coming years to deliver some good outcomes, in the same way that the Urban Renewal Taskforce—did that a number of years ago—established areas like Teneriffe and Newstead which have seen fantastic outcomes as a result of that work.

Councillor interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
But I did want to touch on something that has been a common theme, a recurring theme, with some Councillors. Councillor CASSIDY continues to talk about this being a ‘business as usual’ budget, when it is anything but. But I can say what is business as usual—is the approach of Councillors such as Councillor CASSIDY when it comes to planning matters, because it is convenient what they overlook or gloss over when it comes to planning.


Convenient facts that they choose to ignore—like the State Government of Queensland sets the planning laws and framework; the State Government of Queensland sets the whole range of guidelines about how we assess developments; the State Government of Queensland sets housing targets for us that we must meet; the State Government of Queensland sets the South East Queensland Regional Plan; the State Government of Queensland establishes right across the city priority development areas which bring in high density development and give residents no say whatsoever—these are the things that Labor Councillors don't talk about. These are the things that they gloss over because it doesn't fit their narrative.


Their narrative is the LNP is pro-development and looks after their developer mates. This is their narrative which is completely false, because the only evidence that I've seen of anyone looking after their developer mates is what happens in priority development areas where the State Government lets developers do whatever they want with no objection rights or appeal rights from the community. So that would probably fit the definition of what Councillor CASSIDY's talking about there.


I remember on the day when the developer donation ban was announced—I remember getting a phone call from a developer saying that that's interesting because I just did a fundraiser for a senior Labor Minister last week and then this week they banned developer donations. It was quite fascinating that the Labor Party was cashing in on developer donations the week before they brought in the developer donation ban.


But anyway, that's a side issue. Obviously no one's taking those donations at the moment and that is the way it is, but the Labor Party certainly doesn't have clean hands there.


But they conveniently ignore the fact that Council officers make the planning decisions based on the framework set not only in the City Plan but on State planning laws, and they conveniently ignore the fact that any decision we made—

Chair:
LORD MAYOR, your time has expired.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

I see no hands.

Councillor ADAMS.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair, and I thank all Councillors for their contribution in this debate.


I think if there's nothing else we have seen from the last two hours, hour and a half, of debate in Program 4 is that we're all in furious agreement about one thing: Brisbane is changing and that is a reality. We are a growing city.


Over the last 20 years we have seen more than 790,000 people move into metro or grow into metro Brisbane. We are focusing on delivering 386,000 in the next 20 years. So we have got half the amount of the population planned in the next 20 years that we've seen in the last 20 years.


But that's nothing—don't let the truth get in the way of a good story—for the Opposition to beat up the fear of the people and the size of Brisbane and the residential growth for there as well.


But what have we been basing the last 20 years on, at least the last 15 of those 20 years? On City Plan 2000. So, through you, Mr Chair, Councillor STRUNK, the changes you've seen have come out of City Plan 2000. What we did was go out in 2006, do a very comprehensive—the biggest ever survey of local residents on planning, until we did it again two years ago—on how they would like to see their city shaped. That is what we have been following since then until the Plan Your Future when we have revisited that as well.


I have to say I'm in furious agreement with Councillor SRI as well. Public transport is not keeping up with the community either. Let me think about what the problem is there. Oh, that's right, that would be the State Government not delivering the Cross River Rail until this year, six months out from their election when they've been speaking about it for 18 years. Not delivering bus services which actually service 69% of the population in Brisbane and relying on Brisbane to deliver the Metro for our residents.


So, no, public transport hasn't been keeping up, but we are getting on with the job of Metro to make sure it does keep up. In saying that, infrastructure charges—there were some comments there about oh reductions are not a good thing, it's not a great thing for infrastructure charges. Well the reality is the infrastructure charges are very, very clearly set out by the State Government and you'll all be pleased to know those on the Opposition side that they're going up 3.5% this year too—
Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
No objections from off-camera. 

Absolutely not.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
They are going up 3.5% too this year just like the State—

Chair:
Please continue.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Sorry, Mr Chair, is there someone talking?

Chair:
Not anymore.

Please continue.

Councillor interjecting.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Councillor GRIFFITHS, you might like to turn your mute off if you're playing with your dog—
Chair:
Councillor ADAMS, please continue.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair. The infrastructure charges are going up 3.5%, just like the State's bulk water bill is going up as well. So those will be going up and as the LORD MAYOR has very, very clearly explained, the infrastructure charges incentives that we are introducing are a rebate. Once we have got the outcome that we desire, which is beautiful, green, clean and sustainable buildings, certified by one of those criteria that I mentioned earlier today, then there will be a rebate.


Then there will be a rebate. But we hear also from those on the other side that this is not the time for incentivising charges or for rushing through DA assessment. Let me make it very clear, already, through you, Mr Chair, Councillor SRI has tried to verbal me on Facebook saying that under the Council's definitions minor change can be quite substantially different.


Well, Councillor SRI, if for once you listened less to the philosophy in your head and read the State Planning Act, you would understand that the definition of a minor change is literally not a substantial difference. That is literally the definition. So, if it is a minor change is it not a substantial difference, and this is not about rushing through DA assessments, through you, Mr Chair to Councillor JOHNSTON. This is about streamlining assessment processes. This is where minor changes, when we have shovel-ready jobs—it's about making the economy to keep moving.


Because believe it or not—to those on the Opposition who think that developers run around with capes and laugh sneakily behind their hands hiding in the bushes—the building and construction industry is the second largest employer in Brisbane. We want to be a business‑friendly Council, so it is about supporting that building and construction industry to make sure that if there are shovel-ready jobs there we can go out and get them started.


Because you know who the tradies and the subbies and the contractors are that are out there working on these sites? They are your brothers and your sons and your friends and your sisters; people that are getting money into their pockets. Then where are they spending that money? At our restaurants and our cafes and our hotels and our cinemas, to all the mum and dad businesses right throughout the city who want money to come in through their cash registers; keeping the building and construction industry going; keeping money in the pockets of those workers keeps the economy moving.


It's basic financial sense. But those on the other side believe that it's something that we're doing sneakily to line the pockets of developers. It is absolutely outrageous. The reality is if it is not a minor change through this process, it'll be a very fast fail and they—

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Point of order, Mr Chairman.

Chair:
Point of order to you, Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, Mr Chairman, Councillor ADAMS just said very clearly that the reason she believes that Opposition Councillors are saying what they said is about lining people's pockets. That's definitely imputing motive, Mr Chairman, and I would ask that it be withdrawn.

Chair:
I don't recall it in the context that you do, Councillor JOHNSTON. 

Councillor ADAMS.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I was just actually repeating the motive imputation that Councillor CASSIDY wouldn't actually withdraw. However, I will—

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Point of order, Mr Chairman.

Chair:
Point of order, Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
So, Councillor ADAMS has just confirmed herself that she was imputing motive. Motive to which she vociferously opposed earlier. She clearly stated the motive was about lining people's pockets, i.e. myself and other Councillors and that is unacceptable, Mr Chairman.

Chair:
I thought that's what you meant earlier. 

No, no, it was a repeat of an earlier accusation, not an accusation—not a fresh accusation. 

It was an accusation made at her, not by her, and that's an important distinction. 

Councillor ADAMS.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Point of order, Mr Chairman.

Chair:
Yes, Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Mr Chairman, if it's imputing motive when Councillor CASSIDY says it, it's also imputing motive when Councillor ADAMS says it. This is my point. You made a point of asking Councillor CASSIDY to withdraw something. Councillor ADAMS was very upset by it. You should apply the rules equally and ask Councillor ADAMS to withdraw as well.

Chair:
Well I am applying the rules fairly, and as I say, this is Councillor ADAMS addressing a point made against her, not by her. 

Do you understand the difference? 

Do you understand—

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Mr Chairman, it's imputing motive whether it's Councillor CASSIDY that says it or Councillor ADAMS and it should be—

Chair:
No.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
—if it's unacceptable for one Councillor it's unacceptable for all.

Chair:
If you don't understand that's okay. 

So Councillor ADAMS, please continue.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair—

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Point of order, Mr Chairman.

Chair:
Point of order, Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, I dissent in your ruling. It's unreasonable that you apply the rules in one way to one Councillor and not another.

Chair:
Can I have a seconder for the dissent please. 

There's no seconder. 
The dissent motion lapsed for want of a seconder.
Chair:
Councillor ADAMS please continue.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair. As I said, I will move on. 


We also heard the usual rumblings that we hear: that there is no community engagement. The Development.i project that Councillor CASSIDY mentioned before that has been run in the Sunshine Coast, yes, is the one we are getting here in Brisbane, as I explained in the information session as well, and will be delivered in the next couple of months. 


It takes quite a while to get IT projects up and making sure they work. We had to make sure that at a much smaller Council level that was able to operate here as well. The Development.i, as it is known, will be coming to Council. I think it's very important that all Councillors are very clear about this project. It will have the ability for customers to register and save their searches, they’ll get automatically updated information on those searches. They'll be able to go into development applications, and the system will remind them—remember what they're actually searching as well.


So, it's going to save customers a whole lot of time. It's going to improve the visibility of development activity right across the city. It is a great way for our residents to make it much easier for them to become engaged, whether that is what the Opposition believe is engaged. It at least will alert them and they know about it. Obviously when it comes to community engagement again we do a lot of community engagement, but the Planning Act is very clear, that there is no submissions that have formal appeal rights on a code assessable—again something, as the LORD MAYOR said, that those in Opposition like to just ignore for a while when it suits their purpose as well.


But, again, I will say it and I've loved saying it since I was Deputy Chair—yes, as you actually got right, Councillor JOHNSTON—since 2008 our neighbourhood planning process is award-winning and has been on several occasions because of the way the draft strategies set up a vision and a direction and are articulated easily for the local community audience. Then we hold the information sessions. It's out there for four weeks. They get to ask questions, they get to give feedback and then we develop the statutory neighbourhood plan.


Our community engagement through neighbourhood planning goes above and beyond the community engagement requirements of the Planning Act 2016 for making a planning scheme amendment.


So there is no one that can say we do not do enough community engagement. By all means above and beyond in neighbourhood planning, engaging at the Village Precinct Project level, engaging at several levels across the city for all different projects that we deliver.


Talking about the Village Precinct Projects, it was brought up by Councillor COOK that there was nine being delivered next year. There is only seven being delivered next year and two of those are in ALP wards, and I would suggest Councillor COOK, through you, Mr Chair, that two out of seven is a far greater percentage than the mere 20% they represent in that Chamber as well.


When it comes to guiding Brisbane's development, the officers in this department do an absolutely amazing job. From three brand new strategies on traditional housing, low to medium density and a design-led city in the last 18 months. We are making sure that the building and construction industry and the liveability of this city is beyond compare in the whole of Australia.


I would like to thank again the team in Program 4, from the Divisional Manager, Andrea Kenafake, and to Peta Harwood, the Development Services Manager, and all the officers and the job they do. I recommend Program 4 to the Chambers.

Chair:
I will now put the program. 

The Chair submitted to the Chamber the motion for the adoption of the Future Brisbane Program and it was declared carried on the voices.
Thereupon, Councillors Nicole JOHNSTON and David McLACHLAN immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared carried.

The voting was as follows:

AYES: 23 -
The DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, and Councillors Greg ADERMANN, Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Tracy DAVIS, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, Sarah HUTTON, Sandy LANDERS, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Angela OWEN, Steven TOOMEY, Andrew WINES, the Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Jared CASSIDY, and Councillors Kara COOK, Peter CUMMING, Steve GRIFFITHS and Charles STRUNK.

NOES: 2 -
Councillors Nicole JOHNSTON and Jonathan SRI.
The Chair then called upon Councillor Vicki HOWARD to present the Lifestyle and Community Services Program.
5. LIFESTYLE AND COMMUNITY SERVICES PROGRAM:
756/2019-20
Councillor Vicki HOWARD, Chair of the Community, Arts and Nighttime Economy Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Sandy LANDERS, that for the Lifestyle and Community Services Program the services of Council, the allocations for the Operations and the Projects and Rolling Projects as set out on pages 81 to 106 and the indicative schedule on page 170 for the years 2020-21 through to 2023-24 so far as they relate to Program 5, be adopted.
Chair:
Is there any debate? 

Councillor HOWARD.

Councillor HOWARD:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I speak in support of the budget for Program 5 and I say again today I am proud to be a member of the Schrinner Administration, a team that has delivered for Brisbane 16 consecutive years of responsible economic management.


It is only 16 years of responsible financial management that can deliver the kind of economic resilience you need and Brisbane, fortunately, now has to be able to continue forging ahead and deliver the balanced budget that we are putting forward today.


Because Brisbane has benefited from 16 years of strong financial management under the LNP, this Program 5 budget is able to continue Council's investment in our communities and ensure that every community across Brisbane has access to local community facilities and library services. That every resident and visitor to this great city is able to celebrate our rich culture with Council's continued support for local events, festivals and activities and that our quality of life continues to thrive and our community spirit continues to be strengthened.


Mr Chair, despite the impacts of the pandemic this LNP team delivers today a budget that provides a record investment in Brisbane's culture and creative sector, with almost $11 million allocated to Outcome 5.1 Thriving Arts and Culture. Our long and proud history of supporting community festivals and events continues, and we continue to deliver them more to see and do for Brisbane residents in this budget, with a record $4.78 million available to support those community events that are able to continue despite COVID-19 restrictions.


For those events that can't, we will be reallocating that funding to help support Brisbane's creative sector, one of the industries that has been hit hardest by the pandemic. But again, Council's funding continues with further increased funding available in the new budget to make sure that for those festivals and events that are able to press on and continue, that there will be funding available from Council to continue our support. This is something which I think we should all be proud of. 


At a time when many cities across the globe have cancelled swathes of festivals and events; at a time when so many artists and creatives are struggling to make end meets with most cultural events being cancelled; Brisbane refuses to let this pandemic get the best of us.


Brisbane Festival has been turning the city pink every September for over 20 years, and while it may look a little different this year nothing will stop us from continuing to celebrate our city and turn on those pink lights once again for the 21st year in a row.


With increased funding for Council's signature festivals, Brisbane Festival will once again continue this September, and in doing so will support more than 600 local artists. The fact that Brisbane Festival forges ahead is a testament to the spirit of Brisbane. We truly do live in New World City. 


This budget continues to invest more than $67 million to deliver Australia's largest library service, with funding continuing for every single library service and program that Council offers, including the outreach programs that have become more important than ever before, especially when our libraries were forced to close on 23 March.


Funding for Council's home library service continues to make sure that vulnerable members of our community don't have to miss out on the joy of reading; a service that now supports almost 1,000 residents across Brisbane that don't have the ability to visit our libraries.


Funding for Council's postal service to the blind continues so that enjoying a book is something that remains accessible to every Brisbane resident. Despite the mass gathering restrictions, the Lord Mayor's Writers in Residence program has continued through the pandemic, moving to a new online format engaging thousands of residents over the web, and funding continues for this much-loved program in the budget. I know we are certainly looking forward to enjoying those sessions face-to-face again when State restrictions permit.


Again, Mr Chair, it is because of the LNP's responsible management of Council's $3.1 billion budget that we have been able to deliver, and continue to deliver, bigger and better libraries all the time. Over the past 16 years this Administration has delivered 23 new and upgraded libraries for residents right across Brisbane, and again this Administration's commitment to library services continues, with planning work soon to begin on our $10 million project to deliver a brand new library for Everton Park, with funding allocated this financial year to undertake planning works.


I know that Councillor DAVIS is certainly looking forward to beginning working together with her local community and our dedicated librarians on this exciting project for the McDowall Ward.


Once completed, the new and improved Everton Park Library will deliver more space and even greater range of library activities and events for you to enjoy, including a community meeting room, children's reading area and outdoor reading deck.


Mr Chair, we continue to invest more than $6.7 million in Outcome 5.3, Active and Healthy City, to continue our commitment to ensuring Brisbane is indeed an active and healthy city. Council will continue to fund in this budget, a range of free or low-cost healthy lifestyle activities in accessible venues across the city. By investing more than $700,000 in our Active and Healthy Parks program and investing more than $5 million in sport and recreation development. Just one of the many ways we are continuing to support our sports and recreation clubs, and deliver the services and funding that will make a practical difference to everyday lives, like delivering water-saving measures 


We continue to invest more than $15 million in Outcome 5.4, Social Inclusion, to ensure Brisbane is an inclusive city in which diversity is valued and Brisbane residents, regardless of ability, background or circumstance, are able to fully enjoy living, working or visiting this great city of ours.


We continue to support our First Nations communities and in the coming financial year we will continue to progress Council's Reconciliation Action Plan, and continue facilitating sustainability through innovation and best practice in community development that helps preserve and recognise Brisbane's Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultural heritage.


We continue to strengthen the relationships and connections with communities from every culture and language and provide opportunities for them to engage in and shape the life of our city. Because under the leadership of this Administration—every Brisbane resident matters, no matter who you are or what your background, and we know that our multicultural communities are what makes our city so wonderfully vibrant.


So this year we continue to invest more than $800,000 in supporting multicultural and refugee initiatives. We continue to invest in making sure that Brisbane continues to be even more accessible, and we are so proud that in the past year we have been able to deliver two years' worth of actions in our Inclusive Brisbane Plan in just one year. We continue to steam ahead on implementing the Inclusive Brisbane Plan with almost $5 million allocated in this budget. 


We continue to provide the leadership that our city needs on addressing homelessness and affordable housing with more than $2.5 million allocated to tackling these issues head on in the new financial year, with the LORD MAYOR's Pathways out of Homelessness grants continuing to make a difference where it is needed most.


We continue to invest in our youth, with more than $1.5 million allocated to continue supporting the Valley's Visible Inc Youth Space, Youth Week and the Lord Mayor's Youth Advisory Committee. Initiatives like these are so important in supporting our city's young leaders and creatives, and I can say that it was wonderful to witness that impact firsthand just last month when I was able to meet the inspiring up and coming leaders of Brisbane at the Lord Mayor's Youth Advisory Council's Skype meeting in May.


We continue to support our communities with more than $47 million invested in our community, sport, recreation and cultural facilities in the new financial year through Outcome 5.5. 


We continue to invest in our iconic city venues with funding continuing for the Brisbane Powerhouse, Museum of Brisbane and SunPAC (Sunnybank Performing Arts and Cultural Centre) so that Brisbane residents have access to a broad range of high-quality community facilities. These are major cultural facilities that provide opportunities for diverse community participation in cultural activities, and they have provided such wonderful support for our communities through COVID-19; with the Museum of Brisbane continuing to provide activities for families to enjoy whilst we were in lockdown, and the Powerhouse continuing to support families with the popular Powerkids program moving to an online mode.


We are proud to continue to provide vital support to our local community groups and the infrastructure they use, with more than $29 million being invested in local sport and recreation, cultural and community facilities in this new budget. Mr Chair, this $29 million investment is in addition to the Lord Mayor's $3 million COVID-19 Direct Assistance program which is Service 8.3.1.2, and this funding is also in addition to the $7 million COVID-19 Suburban Priority Projects under Service 8.3.1.2.


We continue to invest in great community facilities like the Sir Thomas Brisbane Planetarium which reopens this Saturday and has two stellar new shows: Europe to the Stars and the Sun, and Our Living Star, just in time for school holidays. 


We continue to invest in our community halls and Council's 22 public pools. On that note, it was lovely to be able to visit the Valley Pool earlier this month, one of Brisbane's oldest pools and the first pool to reopen since the State Government restrictions forced the closure of our pools in March. With nine pools already open again to the public, I know residents are certainly looking forward to more pools reopening in the coming months, as our subtropical city gears up to welcome back our warmer, sunnier weather.


We continue to invest more than $14 million in our city's cemeteries, Mr Chair, an important service we deliver for the residents of Brisbane. Can I say, Mr Chair, our city's cemetery staff have gone above and beyond to continue to provide support during these difficult times, by doing things like providing options to live stream chapel services; to do whatever we can to support families and loved ones through the most challenging times they face.


Of course, Mr Chair, we continue to invest in our award-winning Contact Centre, with more than $34 million in Outcome 5.9 Customer Service Delivery, so that residents continue to benefit from the award-winning services that they provide.


Mr Chair, can I please take this opportunity to say thank you to the hundreds of passionate and hardworking Council officers that pour their heart and soul into their everyday work to deliver for the residents of Brisbane. Mr Chair, I commend the Program 5 Budget to the Chamber.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Thanks, Chair, and I must say through you, Councillor HOWARD, you've been thrown a bit of a hospital pass because unfortunately you're going to be known for many years to come as the Chair who oversaw massive cuts to the arts and community services in this city. Perhaps that's not entirely your fault. Perhaps you haven't had as much control over the budget as you would have liked, but however you slice it and however you spin it—the cuts to the arts, the creative sector, to community service in this year's budget seem to be dramatic and substantial. The impacts on Brisbane's culture and community are going to be felt for years to come.


This is an appalling attack on the creative sector within our city and wider South East Queensland. Brisbane City Council, I hate to say it, has really done a disservice to the arts. I don't even have time to list off all the programs that have been negatively impacted. I understand there have been major cuts to things like Creative Sparks program, the Social History grants, the Emerging Artists programs.


What I find sad though is this underlying frustration—what I find is this underlying failure to recognise the value that the arts brings to the city and to our society as a whole. It's not just about a few songs or poems or murals here and there. It's about our identity as a people, and about the way we conceive of our place in the world.


Even if all you care about is economic development, even if all you care about is jobs and growth, you have to acknowledge the amazing contribution that the creative industries make to our city, the huge numbers of people they employ, not just directly but in flow-on impacts like hospitality and entertainment.


The reality is that wherever Council spends money it's going to create some jobs, but in terms of dollar-for-dollar investment the arts is one of the most effective and efficient ways to use Council investment to create jobs opportunities, because it all just goes back into paying people.


The arts and the creative industries are incredibly efficient at making do with a small amount of funding and stretching a dollar a long way, and Brisbane artists, sadly, for years have learnt to be very economical and deliver big bang for buck when programs are consistently underfunded and undervalued. But they can't do it with nothing at all, and, unfortunately, Council is just slashing programs left, right and centre. 


It makes me really, really sad to think of all the amazing projects that won't receive funding or the beautiful creations that would have been delivered if Council had just had the fortitude to keep these programs funded. I can't help but remark that there's a single—there's one intersection project in my ward, the Main Street, River Terrace intersection upgrade. It's a couple of million dollars—for that one project. Instead of doing that one unnecessary intersection widening project you could have funded literally dozens of projects and programs under this budget program.


This Council's continual failure in undervaluing the arts and wasting so much money on road widening and so much money on other non-essential projects and programs is really, really disappointing. I don't have enough time right now to go into detail about all the services that have been cut. I understand—look I'm not angry at you specifically, Councillor HOWARD, and I'm not taking it out on you personally, but through you, Chair—

Chair:
Councillor SRI, you know what I'm going to say.

Councillor SRI:
Sure.

Chair:
One of the reasons we ask for people to speak in the second and third person is so that there's no conception that there's a personal attack, which—

Councillor SRI:
Sure, sure and through you, Chair, I am really appalled and disappointed at what the Council has done to this budget Program. This goes above and beyond a proportionate response to the COVID-19 shutdown economic impacts. The Council has made deliberate choices here to slash funding to the arts and community services. This isn't something that can be justified on the basis of hits to revenue or downturn in economic activity. This is a deliberate and targeted attack on some of the most valuable and essential programs and services that our city offers.


I could go on about libraries, about community services, about public space liaison officer programs, about the fact that right now this city should be delivering more public housing, it should be funding housing support officers and community housing projects, and is instead cutting funding left, right and centre.


It leaves me lost for words and beggars belief, but I hope this will be taken as a wakeup call by many of this city's artists and creative professionals to recognise that we have to fight and stand up against these kinds of attacks on our professions, because otherwise the LNP are just going to keep doing this year, after year, after year.


Like I said, I don't think we're going to fully realise the impacts of these cuts for a couple of years to come. It'll be when that next generation of up and coming artists is coming up through Brissie and doesn't have—they don't receive the support they need in order to flourish and grow as creative professionals.


In the short term, we might not even notice that there are a few less events happening or a few less projects happening, but in the long term it is going to have a corrosive and detrimental and destabilising impact on the way this city sees itself, on our sense of culture and identity.


I'm just really, really sad. I'm just really genuinely sad about these cuts. I'm certainly not going to forget this for a long time, and I'm not going to allow the people of this city to forget it. Shame on you, Brisbane City Council. Shame on you for not seeing the bigger picture, for not thinking long term and for not understanding that when you cut these programs and projects you are destroying people's livelihoods. You are destroying their career pathways.


There are better ways to do this. There are better ways to respond to an economic crisis than this. There are other sources of revenue that could have been explored. There are other projects that were less financially efficient, that represented a poorer use of money, that could have been cut instead of these projects and programs, and what you have done to this city is disastrous in terms of the impact on our artistic and creative sectors.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor OWEN.

Councillor OWEN:
Thank you. I would like to speak tonight on Program 5.


Councillor SRI, can I suggest that maybe—that you actually take some time to read page 83 of the budget document in detail because that may help—

Chair:
Councillor OWEN—

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Point of order.

Councillor STRUNK:
Point of order.

Chair:
Please—no, no, I'm speaking first. 

Could you just—I just pulled up Councillor SRI for this—could you please direct your comments through me and refer to him in the third person. 

Point of order, Councillor JOHNSTON. 

You had a point of order? No, okay—

Councillor JOHNSTON:
You handled it, thank you.

Chair:
Councillor STRUNK? 

No. 

Okay, Councillor OWEN.

Councillor OWEN:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I'm speaking on Program 5 and it is with great delight that I inform the other Councillors and the rest of our city that there has not been the cuts that have been alluded to by other Councillors that have spoken on this Program. They are clear—this funding for the arts sector is clearly detailed on page 83 of the budget, and that the funding has increased in the arts and culture component, with even more funding allocated in the 2020-21 budget than was in the 2019-20 budget.


So, for the misrepresentation that's gone on by the speaker before me I really need to put that straight on the table. Mr Chair, I'm speaking about this very important budget, which is—and particularly this Program—which is an integral part of the 17th balanced budget delivered by an LNP Administration in this place for the people of our city.


Can I start by acknowledging the funding for the Algester Scouts Den under Program 5.4.1.3, and particularly when we're talking about disability access, this is an important component because when we have people in our community who are trying to access and engage in opportunities, as was the case in the past at the Algester Scout Den, this is going to be rectified through this budget.


Can I also acknowledge the Lord Mayor's Youth Advisory Council, the work that they have done with students from the Calamvale Special School and the INAS Global Games to create a mural in my ward. That has been something that they have contributed permanently for our city, and I know that they will contribute more from that arts and cultural perspective going forward.


Under Program 5.6.2.4, Aquatic Centres, I know that the Chair is very aware of how special the Parkinson Aquatic Centre is and thank you for the funding for the shade that is going in as part of this budget. It's important to recognise that our aquatic centres have over three million visitors per annum, and I know that people in my community have certainly been missing the opportunities for accessing the Aquatic Centre here in my ward.


Can I also say to our cemetery staff, a very big thank you for the work that you do, at a time when residents are very, very distressed and also the technological changes that have come about during COVID-19.


I have had a family member who passed away during COVID-19, and it was very, very strange having a service at one of the cemeteries where you can't have any contact with family members. You're livestreaming and it's very difficult for families to support one another through that. So, to all of our cemetery staff thank you for the work that you do to support the many families in our city.


Mr Chair, I'd like to go back and talk particularly about the festivals and events. We have a long history of supporting a multitude of community events and festivals throughout this city, and this budget continues our commitment to keep providing this vital support, irrespective of what other Councillors might want to portray.


We know it's been extremely difficult for community organisations and multicultural groups to make the tough decisions to cancel significant events and celebrations as a result of COVID-19, but yet this budget continues again with more funding being invested in our local community festivals and events.


There is more than $900,000 available in 2020-21 for our local community events to ensure they continue and I'd like to put on record a special thank you for the massive amount of hours for the benefit of the wider community. We will continue to work with all of these organisations going forward to help them bring their events back to life post-COVID-19.


We know that each of these festivals and events are individual and varied, ultimately forming the fabric of our city, whether it's the Great Aussie Pool Party in the south, Mayfair in the north, the Brookfield Show in the west, the Brisbane Billycart Championships in the east, or the students' ANZAC Commemoration Ceremony in the CBD. 


I'm especially pleased to see that the LORD MAYOR has delivered increased funding for our multicultural festivals in 2020-21, with more than $650,000 available to continue to give a voice to our multicultural communities who originated from across the globe, providing Brisbane residents the opportunity to experience the diverse cultures that make our city so very special.


Through our multicultural festivals our residents come together to celebrate, respect and welcome diversity and the richness it brings to our Brisbane culture and lifestyle. In 2019‑20, the number of multicultural festivals and their attendance was reduced due to COVID-19 and the ban on mass gatherings. To all of those organisations who placed community safety as a priority and made the difficult decision to cancel events, thank you for your consideration of the health and safety of the wider community. Even still, more than 170,000 residents were able to enjoy 28 multicultural festivals which were able to proceed prior to the pandemic.


I would also like to commend the many organisations who've endured through this and found alternate ways to recognise their events. I usually host the International Yoga Day in Calamvale District Park with Divya Jyoti, but this year it was via technology link. Not quite the same, but ensuring wellbeing and connectivity in the community nonetheless.


I also was able to Zoom on Sunday morning with the Hindu Swayamsevak Sangh International Yoga Day Samilit Shaka, the international visitors of families joining in from right across the world. As the community ambassador for Federation of Indian Communities Queensland, I acknowledge the committee who were socially distanced at the Roma Street Parklands Gandhi Statue to recognise International Yoga Day.


As the Councillor for Calamvale Ward, which is the most multiculturally diverse ward in the entire city, often referred to as the multicultural heart of Brisbane, I regularly receive requests to attend so many multicultural events which I am privileged to do. Over the years I have learnt so much about other cultures, eaten many delectable traditional dishes, amassed a myriad of traditional attire and learnt many traditional dances and languages.


I am proud that this Administration has helped through providing financial support to assist organisations to deliver many festivals and events, not only for the local residents in my ward of Calamvale but also the wider Brisbane community. For it is through sharing information about these festivals and events and traditions, that we help to foster a greater understanding and harmony in our city.


The benefit of the many festivals and events should never be underestimated, as it provides a link for younger generations to know their heritage and traditions. It breaks down barriers within the community through a shared understanding and celebration of cultural diversity, and it promotes connectivity of a community through a shared experience.


With increased funding for Council's signature festivals, I'm sure I will join many residents in eager anticipation of the exciting schedule of events and activities that the Brisbane Festival will once again soon reveal for this city once it relaunches on 28 July.


We know that the Brisbane Festival is our city's most recognised and well-loved cultural event, and we know this year instead of residents coming to Brisbane Festival, 2020 will mean that the festival will go to Brisbane residents. Over one million people will no doubt celebrate once again the Brisbane Festival as it hosts in our city.


When we look at our signature festivals, they have also received a boost of funding in this new budget with a total of $4.781 million available in 2020-21 to support the very varied festivals, events, creative and cultural organisations. Council is continuing to provide lifestyle opportunities, support our local economy and foster the strong creative workforce in Brisbane.


The Councillor for The Gabba Ward clearly has got it wrong. Brisbane's creative sector is diverse and requires adaptable, flexible, strategic investment to support growth and funding that we provide with our cultural organisations, which also provides the support that they need to continue to grow through strategic resourcing and partnerships. In this budget we're proud to be able to continue this vital support for all 15 cultural organisations—

Chair:
Councillor OWEN, your time has expired.

Councillor OWEN:
—that was accorded in the 2019-20 Budget.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor COOK.

Councillor COOK:
Thank you, Mr Chair. Program 5, Lifestyle and Community Services.


As we've heard, this was by-far the most evasive information session out of every single program area under Councillor HOWARD. Questions went unanswered. Simple questions that only required a dollar figure response were dragged out for 10 minutes, and information that was clearly available in the budget documents was regurgitated in a slow and painful manner. All with the single purpose of avoiding the hard questions on this program which has been absolutely decimated.


I wish I could say that I was surprised Councillor HOWARD didn't want to give any real information in this session but I wasn't, because going into it we knew this was the program that had been slashed the most with some of the much-loved community programs, the arts grants programs, and community groups that would usually and should usually be supported slashed.


In previous years we knew that this LNP Council begrudgingly invested the bare minimum in this program, with no major investment or increases in the entire time they have been in Administration. Now COVID-19 has presented them with the opportunity they have been waiting for—to simply cut and run.


As Councillor SRI said, it's absolutely shameful and you should all—Councillor HOWARD has admitted on numerous occasions that she feels community clubs and organisations are the heart and soul of our communities. I could not agree more, as I've stated publicly, and in the Chamber on many occasions, but her actions don't reflect that world view. Her actions and that of the LORD MAYOR and this LNP Council are the polar opposite, and those actions speak much louder than their words. 


They hide behind $5,000 water rebates for a small number of organisations whilst ripping millions and millions out of support for these groups behind the scenes. I lost count of how many references Councillor HOWARD made in response to my assertions that programs and services had been cut, asserting that they had simply been moved to Program 8, COVID‑19 Recovery, which she has again referenced today. She seemed to miss the point of these very specific programs that had been cut, like Men's Shed grants. In reality means that these organisations will now be thrown into a much larger, more competitive environment with lower opportunity for grant success.


We are not talking about multi-million dollar project funds here, Mr Chair. We are talking about $89,000 to Men's Shed grants. We don't know, nor do Council officers know, what the guidelines for these COVID-19 recovery grants will be, and we certainly will not be told during this budget debate because the structure of the debate does not even allow for all program areas to be debated.


Once again, a complete lack of transparency and accountability when it matters most. They shuffle programs around when it's convenient to them—

EXPIRATION OF PERIOD FOR DEBATE OF BUDGET PROGRAMS (5PM)

At that point, the Chair advised as the time had reached 5pm, the period allowed for debate of budget programs had expired.
Chair:
Councillor COOK, I have to stop you, please.

Councillor COOK:
Here we go again, the end—the death of democracy.

Chair:
I appreciate that you might feel following the rules reflects that, but I assure you that there are many Councillors in here who would criticise me heavily for not following the rules. 

So, that is what we are going to do—

Councillor COOK:
You make the rules. You make the rules.

Chair:
No, you know I don't make the rules Councillor COOK.

Councillor COOK:
Your Administration makes the rules. You're part of it.

Chair:
No, no, no, these rules are set out by the Meetings Local Law which is a State Government statute. You know that.

Councillor COOK:
Yes, you make—5pm on the dot, well done. Thank you.

Chair:
—of the Meetings Local Law—

Councillor COOK:
—talking about the real issues.

Chair:
—and the expiration of the period allowed for debate of Budget programs. 

I shall now put the motions to the meeting for the adoption of the following without further amendment or debate. 

I'll now put the motion for the adoption of Program 5, the Lifestyle and Community Services Program. 

The Chair submitted to the Chamber the motion for the adoption of the Lifestyle and Community Services Program and it was declared carried on the voices.
Thereupon, the DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS and Councillor Jonathan SRI immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared carried.

The voting was as follows:

AYES: 24 -
The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, and Councillors Greg ADERMANN, Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Tracy DAVIS, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, Sarah HUTTON, Sandy LANDERS, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Angela OWEN, Steven TOOMEY, Andrew WINES, the Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Jared CASSIDY, and Councillors Kara COOK, Peter CUMMING, Steve GRIFFITHS and Charles STRUNK.

NOES: 1 -
Councillor Jonathan SRI.

ABSTENTIONS: 1 -
Councillor Nicole JOHNSTON.
6. COMMUNITY HEALTH AND SAFETY PROGRAM:
757/2019-20

Chair:
I will now put the motion for the adoption of the Program 6, Community Health and Safety Program. 

The Chair submitted the motion for the Community Health and Safety Program to the Chamber without debate and it was declared carried on the voices.
Thereupon, Councillors Sandy LANDERS and Angela OWEN immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared carried.

The voting was as follows:

AYES: 24 -
The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, and Councillors Greg ADERMANN, Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Tracy DAVIS, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, Sarah HUTTON, Sandy LANDERS, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Angela OWEN, Steven TOOMEY, Andrew WINES, the Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Jared CASSIDY, and Councillors Kara COOK, Peter CUMMING, Steve GRIFFITHS and Charles STRUNK.

NOES: 1 -
Councillor Jonathan SRI.

ABSTENTIONS: 1 -
Councillor Nicole JOHNSTON.
Councillor JOHNSTON:
Point of order, Mr Chairman.

Chair:
Point of order to you, Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, I'm—

Chair:
Please turn your microphone on.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
I'm definitely here, my computer's on. I'm abstaining from that one and the previous vote so my understanding was you weren't calling for abstentions that if we were present we'd—

Chair:
Well okay, I understand what you're saying. 

I thought the vote was 24, one and one. 

That's what I thought the vote was and I thought that was what the vote was the last two times. 

All right, that's how I recall it. 

I'm happy to state that that's what I witnessed—24 ayes, one no, one abstention.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Thank you.

Councillor OWEN:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order to you, Councillor OWEN.

Councillor OWEN:
Mr Chair, I thought your ruling previously was that all Councillors needed to be visually present on the screen to be able to be counted in a vote. For that last vote in particular—the last two votes—Councillor JOHNSTON has not been visible on the screen. Therefore, that would be deemed she would not be in the Chamber. Could you please clarify your ruling, thank you.

Chair:
As I've said in the past, if the person—for a person to be present I need to be able to see them on the screen. 

Councillor JOHNSTON has been coming and going from the image and my view is that if she doesn't vote she doesn't—

Councillor JOHNSTON:
I'm definitely here. Something's wrong with the computer.

Chair:
It's an abstention if I don't see a hand. If I don't see anybody's hand it's an abstention. 

Councillor OWEN?

Councillor OWEN:
Clarification, please, under a point of order, Mr Chair. So, are you regarding an absence of the screen as being an abstention or an absence from the Chamber?

Chair:
Absence from the Chamber.

Councillor OWEN:
So, if Councillor JOHNSTON wishes to abstain then she should declare she is abstaining correct?

Chair:
I would deem that not voting is abstention and that's how we've been dealing with it for quite some time. 

However, just to clarify this, if you turn your camera off—if you turn your microphone and your camera off and I can't see you you're not in the meeting, but if your camera's on and you can be seen in the shot you're in the meeting, all right. 

We have not been asking for abstentions for some time. We have merely been accepting that people who don't—in this manner on the screen if a person doesn't raise their hand for a yes or a no then they abstain, okay.

8. CITY GOVERNANCE PROGRAM:
758/2019-20
Chair:
I will now put the motion for the adoption of Program 8, the City Governance Program.
The Chair submitted the motion for the City Governance Program to the Chamber without debate and it was declared carried on the voices.
Thereupon, the DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS and Councillor Adam ALLAN immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared carried.

The voting was as follows:

AYES: 24 -
The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, and Councillors Greg ADERMANN, Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Tracy DAVIS, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, Sarah HUTTON, Sandy LANDERS, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Angela OWEN, Steven TOOMEY, Andrew WINES, the Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Jared CASSIDY, and Councillors Kara COOK, Peter CUMMING, Steve GRIFFITHS and Charles STRUNK.

NOES: 1 -
Councillor Jonathan SRI.

ABSTENTIONS: 1 -
Councillor Nicole JOHNSTON.
BUSINESSES AND COUNCIL PROVIDERS:
759/2019-20
Chair:
I'll now put the motion for the adoption of the Program Business and Council Providers. 

The Chair submitted the motion for the Businesses and Council Providers to the Chamber without debate and it was declared carried on the voices.
Thereupon, the DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS and Councillor Sandy LANDERS immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared carried.

The voting was as follows:

AYES: 24 -
The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, and Councillors Greg ADERMANN, Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Tracy DAVIS, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, Sarah HUTTON, Sandy LANDERS, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Angela OWEN, Steven TOOMEY, Andrew WINES, the Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Jared CASSIDY, and Councillors Kara COOK, Peter CUMMING, Steve GRIFFITHS and Charles STRUNK.

NOES: 1 -
Councillor Jonathan SRI.

ABSTENTIONS: 1 -
Councillor Nicole JOHNSTON.
	That concluded the consideration of the Programs and the Businesses and Council Providers, and the Chair therefore called on the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, to move a motion for the adoption of the budget.


ADOPTION OF THE BUDGET FOR FINANCIAL YEAR 2020-21:
File No. 134/135/86/368
760/2019-20
The LORD MAYOR, moved, seconded by the DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, that—
Council resolves to:
(1)
adopt all recommendations in the Resolution of Rates and Charges 2020-21, including all provisions and appendices as set out on pages 210 to 306 of the Annual Plan and Budget Document.

(2)
adopt the Annual Plan and Budget contained in the 2020-21 Annual Plan and Budget document comprising:
(a) the Budgeted Financial Statements, as set out on pages 7 to 15 including the:
(i) 
Summary of Recommendations
(ii) 
Statement of Income and Expenditure
(iii)
Statement of Income and Expenditure – Businesses and Council Providers
(iii) Statement of Financial Position
(v)

Statement of Changes in Equity
(vi)
Statement of Cash Flows
(vii)
Summary of Recommendations – Long-Term Financial Forecast
(viii)
Statement of Financial Ratios

(b)
the Revenue Policy and Revenue Statement as set out on pages 196 to 209

(c)
the adopted Budget Programs for Programs 1 to 8 and the Businesses and Council Providers

(d)
the rates and charges as set out in the Resolution of Rates and Charges 2020-21

(e)
the Fees and Charges as specified in the document entitled Schedule of Fees and Charges including all provisions appendices

(f)
the Cost-Recovery Fees as specified in the document entitled Register of Cost Recovery Fees including all provisions and appendices

(3)
delegate to the Chief Executive Officer all of its powers under section 242 of the City of Brisbane Act 2010: 

(a)
to waive, refund, discount or remit any and all fees and charges set out in the Schedule of Fees and Charges and any fees and charges set by way of delegated power (as recorded in the Register of Delegations) on the conditions set out in the General Conditions of Delegation, and otherwise in accordance with the notes contained within the Schedule of Fees and Charges.

(b)
to set any fees and charges not otherwise set out in the Schedule of Fees and Charges on the conditions set out in the General Conditions of Delegation.
Chair:
Is there any debate? 

LORD MAYOR.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Point of order, Mr Chairman.

Chair:
Yes, Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes. Do we have a copy of this?

Chair:
This is—what this is is the adoption of the Budget in total.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, but there's a lot of subclauses there and I'm sorry if something's gone wrong here. I've got all the stuff for the special meeting, but on the agenda that I've got we've just got adoption of the Annual Plan and Budget, but it sounds like this is a substantive motion. So, I'm just wondering were we sent a copy of the motion for debate?

Chair:
I'm happy to have that distributed—what I've read distributed.

Councillors interjecting.

Chair:
Okay. So, it is in AsdeqDocs but at its core—for those people who've not seen this before—at its core it's debating the budget document and the Annual Plan as a singular item. 

The adoption of the Budget and Annual Plan is effectively what this is. It's in AsdeqDocs. 

LORD MAYOR, please.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you. The first thing I wanted to do is to once again thank everyone who's been involved in contributing to this budget, putting it together and getting to the point where we're at today. In particular, to all of my LNP Councillor colleagues, every member of the team.


This situation that we're in has been incredibly challenging across all parties and your cooperation and dedication to building a better Brisbane and to getting through this crisis together has been appreciated, and I want to thank you for it.


I want to thank the Finance Chair, Councillor Adam ALLAN. Also, to the DEPUTY MAYOR, Krista ADAMS, to the Finance team in Council, to the CEO, the Chief Financial Officer, to the budget officers, including Mark Russell, Tanya Neish, Catherine Swift and so many other people that have got us to this point today.


Obviously to be in a situation where this financial year that is just ending where we've taken a $40 million hit in terms of Council income, and then anticipated for that to be a $142.5 million hit in the financial year that's coming. That is a significant impact when it comes to the economic situation we're in and the impacts of COVID-19 on our economy, on our city, on our community and on the Council budget.


So, this is anything but a business as usual situation and this is anything but a business as usual budget. There have been a number of changes. We have been absolutely upfront about that. There have been a number of tough decisions that we've had to make, but we've done it so that we can make sure we support our community through targeted initiatives, we provide that targeted support that we have consistently said was the top priority, but also so that we can continue to invest in the things that matter to our city, and in particular building infrastructure and supporting job-creating projects.


So, there's $840 million in this budget towards capital works. $840 million that either supports jobs or creates jobs, and that is equivalent to around—this financial year—around 1,300 jobs either being supported or created in that capital works program.


So that's the key focus going forward, supporting our community and then moving forward to create jobs. Building to help Brisbane rebuild as I said in my budget speech the other day. But when you drill down and have a look at what else is happening here—and this is something that I'm very proud of—when we went to the election in March just a short time ago, we made some very important commitments to the people of Brisbane. This budget delivers on those commitments.


When we promised to invest in Brisbane Metro, Victoria Park, green bridges, suburban road upgrades, park improvements, improvements right across the suburbs of Brisbane, we have kept those promises.


Now it would have been easy, and it would have been probably the Labor way, to come into this situation and say well, you know, we promised some things before the election but times are tough so we can no longer deliver. We've seen Labor do that again and again at various levels of government, but we have kept our promises. We have kept our commitments and we will push ahead in delivering those things because they are all about building a better Brisbane.


One of the key promises though—and everyone will remember where we gathered together on the site of Mt Coot-tha and we promised that we would keep the budget strong and balanced, and we promised that we would deliver a budget surplus. Yet again, we have delivered on that promise.


This budget is a budget that is balanced and strong and that surplus, as I mentioned the other day, is not a surplus for the sake of having a surplus. That is a surplus that provides a buffer zone for what may be further shocks ahead. We don't know whether the situation will improve or deteriorate, and responsible budgeting means that we do have that buffer zone in the budget.


Now if you look at the size of the budget and compare the size of the surplus it is not a large surplus. I believe it is a modest surplus but it's a responsible one and one that will help us to weather future shocks as we go forward.


But what I will guarantee the people of Brisbane though, is that any money that is left over at the end of the financial year in a surplus gets immediately reinvested that following year. So, the surplus is not something that we put in the bank and we sit on. That is something that after the end of the financial year gets reinvested and gives us a starting platform for the new financial year.


Now Labor doesn’t seem to get the basics of budgeting like this. They seem to think it's totally okay to have a deficit and that in a budget like this they would absolutely run up a deficit and spend like there's no tomorrow, but we are taking the responsible approach. We've taken it so that we can build a better Brisbane tomorrow.

But the good news is if things do improve going forward then that gives us capacity to do more. That gives us capacity for example to bring back kerbside collection sooner. I made that commitment recently in—and it was reported on in the Brisbane Times—that if the budget situation improves beyond where we have predicted it will be over the coming financial year, then that will allow us to do more including bringing back things like kerbside collection sooner. That will allow us to increase the level of support that we can provide to community organisations, that will allow us to do many other things as we have done in this financial year and the proof is in the pudding.

Now we don't believe in magic pudding budgets, but when I say the proof is in the pudding, just have a look at what we've done in this financial year. We've brought down a budget in June last year having no idea of the kind of year that we would be going into. The first half of the year we experienced an incredible drought and we had to provide support for community groups who were having trouble watering their fields. That wasn't in the June budget, but we scraped together the money to fund it and we provided that support. Then come early this year when the COVID-19 impact started happening and we were flexible and we provided incredible upfront leadership and support in a time of need. None of those things were in the budget. It wasn't in the budget to turn off the parking meters. It wasn't in the budget to waive millions of dollars of fees and charges but because we had a strong budget we could make it happen.

So, going forward we have funded the responsible things that we need to fund and if there's more capacity going forward and the situation improves we'll be able to do even more. That is the essence of what responsible budgeting is about. That is the essence of what this LNP Administration believes in and that is the essence of what we promised the people of Brisbane just a few shorts weeks ago. So, this budget delivers on those promises, it supports our community, it builds to help Brisbane rebuild but most importantly it is a responsible budget that allows us to do even more going forward.


Now shortly we will be having a special meeting that will talk about a number of the associated policies with this budget including our debt policy. It is absolutely fascinating to see that despite the incredible impacts that we've had, and despite the fact that other levels of government will be massively increasing their borrowings at this point in time—although we won't know about that until later this year—

Councillor interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
—the Council's borrowing projection over the next 10 years is that we will be borrowing slightly less than what we anticipated last financial year. So that is a good responsible outcome and once again it will allow us to do more going forward.


So, Mr Chair, I want to thank everyone for their contribution over the last couple of days, the debate. I again thank my team members, the budget officers, the Council officers from the CEO all the way through to the budget team, senior managers for everything that they've done to get us to this point and, Mr Chair, I commend the budget to the Chamber.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor CASSIDY.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Thanks very much, Chair. I think you know the LNP are on pretty shaky ground, Chair, when they spend more time talking about Labor than what is in each program in this budget. Again, the LORD MAYOR has taken half of his time just now talking about Labor Councillors and Labor instead of his budget and you know why, he must be pretty embarrassed by it. The amount of negativity that the LORD MAYOR and his Chairs talk about is a bit embarrassing for this City because they should be talking up their budget, but we know it's a pretty ordinary budget so that’s why they continue to go on the attack. This is, Chair, a budget of missed opportunities.

Instead of a proper COVID-19 response, what we got was business as usual with some particularly heartless cuts thrown in for good measure. What we had in the lead up to this budget and all throughout this budget was a man missing in action as the waste goes on and on. It's a missed opportunity to freeze rates and to have a proper rates freeze and to give households some of the respite from the worst economic conditions since the Great Depression that they so desperately need. Councils like the Gold Coast just in the last couple of days, and Melbourne, managed but apparently it was all too hard for this LORD MAYOR. There will be a five per cent rates rise in the year 2021, because on 1 January rates will be going up 2.5% and what we can see from these budget papers Chair is that another increase of at least 2.5% is programmed in for 1 July next year. The LORD MAYOR said this is the first rates freeze in a 35 years—it's the not the first—that's not entirely correct, because there was a rates cut about 28 years ago—but this budget will also usher in the first time on record that there will be two rates increases in one calendar year and that's nothing to be proud of.


There are a litany of missed opportunities and a litany of cuts. There's a missed opportunity to help people on JobKeeper, not just people on JobSeeker. What we have in this budget is a missed opportunity to get the ball rolling on FOGO, Food Organics Garden Organics. There's a missed opportunity to capitalise on the new wave of active transport. What we've actually seen in this budget, compared to what was projected, is a massive cut to the active transport capital line item of $268 million. A raft of items have been removed like cyclist safety, bikeway reconstruction and construction to keep bikeway links, all up about $100 million has disappeared over the next three years.


We've had cuts to services, essential services, like the kerbside collection and we know that the LORD MAYOR has only been forced into saying that maybe they'll come back early because of the extreme public backlash. Again, this is no way to run a city, Chair. We've seen cuts to the Brisbane Greeters program which has forced the Mayor out to have a backflip on that, apparently—we haven't seen details of that yet—and we've seen cuts to Men's Shed grants which is a small grant program but an important one—but it's one of the ones that the LORD MAYOR went after first which says all you need to know about the priorities he has for this city.

We have cuts to the wages, the lowest paid workers while the LORD MAYOR still pockets twice as much in his expense as some of them earn in a year. The LORD MAYOR has talked up a phony infrastructure jobs boom. The reality is the cuts to the bus build with $67 million less for local suppliers—because there's no guarantee that the new bus contract will be manufacturing buses here. There are cuts to new green bridges, instead of $508 million being spent by 2023 it's just $253 million over that same period. We've heard confirmed from the new Public Transport Chair is that that contribution is no longer for two thirds of the bridges, but it is fixed at that point, which will inevitably mean less green bridges than promised. There's the $16 million cut to ferry terminal building as well.


The LORD MAYOR talked about this jobs boom but in reality the only new jobs that he is consistently creating, Chair, are for advertising executives. The whopping cut to new green bridges is quite extraordinary, Chair, when you think about that. This is the big thing that the LORD MAYOR came into this role spruiking, it's the big thing that he continues to talk about, but showing that by the end of 2023 only $253 million will be committed shows that this project has not been fast-tracked. In fact, the reality here shows that this project has been put in the slow lane. So, again, if people believe this, this certainly will be a triumph of rhetoric over reality.

There are cuts to district road projects, local access network improvements, traffic management systems and a double than inflation increase to the waste fees on people's rates. So, he might talk about his half six-month rate freeze, Chair, but the LORD MAYOR didn't tell people that he was increasing the fees and charges that they pay for their waste to be collected. He talks about his phony surplus, Chair, instead of a genuine rates relief and he confirmed that this thing isn't a real surplus because it will be spent and reallocated and they aren’t banked like surpluses at a State and Federal level. So, what we know is that he prefers an accounting trick to keep some weird election commitment instead of investing in the people of this city. He would rather talk about the rhetoric than talk about the people and we know that people are struggling out there, Chair.

They need a budget that was a genuine COVID-19 response that supported them through the greatest economic crisis that modern Brisbane has ever seen, and they're not getting it. They're not getting it under this Administration. The hit to revenue, and the inability for this Administration to provide a genuine response to COVID-19, isn't explained by the circumstances that COVID-19 has presented us. What does explain it is waste and mismanagement on this Administration's watch. The $300 million blow out on Metro, the massive loss of contingencies on the Kingsford Smith Drive project, the $20 million and counting loss on CityCycle, the debt growing at $1 million a day for the last 12 years, and $6.5 million a year in fluffy ads particularly in the lead up to the last election explains why this Administration is ill-equipped to deal with the economic crisis that is coming as a result of COVID-19.


The LORD MAYOR said a couple of months ago that there was no monopoly on good ideas, and we agree. We've been proactive in our approach, Chair, whether that was about over the last few months particularly about our mobility plan, or starting a conversation on FOGO, or on genuine ideas for genuine economic development, and rates relief and we won't shy away from these debates over the coming years. A budget is all about priorities, Chair. It should be setting the strategic direction of this Council and this budget certainly has—and it's been an eye opener—it has shown us the priorities this LORD MAYOR has. It's shown us the direction he wants to take this city in, and we know that that is very much the wrong direction, Chair.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, thank you. I rise to speak on the budget in a whole and I apologise, the motion was attached to the back of another document, so I do have it. Thank you for that.

Look, I just want to start with a few general comments and then speak to just a couple of the programs we didn't debate. But, firstly, I just want to start by saying in my view this is a budget which is really about cuts and carry overs. Consistently throughout the information sessions we heard from the relevant Chairs about the huge amount of cuts to particular programs and the carry overs—hundreds of millions of dollars of programs that are just disappearing off the Council books, and so many projects from last year have been rolled over into this year. So, what this Council is actually promising to deliver this year is even less than it appears because quite a few of the projects are actually rolled over from last year, but that's how this Administration operates on an ongoing basis.

Far from being good economic managers, they may well be experienced economic managers, but they are not handling the budget in an appropriate way. I do not support what the LORD MAYOR is doing. Right from the beginning of COVID‑19 I was calling for rates relief, the LORD MAYOR has not offered any. Rates will go up this year by 1.25% across the year on average. Now some suburbs will be higher, and some suburbs will be lower. As is normally the case the LORD MAYOR has refused to release to Councillors and to the media the list of suburbs and the annual rates rises they face. He also, to my knowledge, has not revealed what the rates cap will be for 2021. These are normal transparent budget measures that the LORD MAYOR is refusing to undertake this year and in my knowledge it's the first time in 12 years he has refused to do so. That is a sleight of hand and that is the other predominant theme running through this budget. It's a budget of tricks.

Project funding has been rolled into core, it's not transparent. We don't know whether they’ll actually get delivered, it's not allocated against a project. Projects been moved from one program of Council to another, but it's not disclosed in that program. There was a speaker earlier about the grants programs being rolled over into Program 8—it is hugely concerning that groups now have to apply for funds and compete against citywide applications across so many areas. The lack of transparency about this is really appalling.


I also asked a question which was taken on notice in Program 8 and it's not been answered and perhaps Councillor ALLAN will answer it in the budget in a whole debate now. He certainly has an opportunity to do so. That was what the LORD MAYOR was going to do with his—the approval sorry for the LORD MAYOR's $3 million COVID-19 slush fund in Program 8. It is of concern of course when our discretionary funding is cut down to $34,000. One of the cuts I'm talking about, a 55% cut to the local grants programs that Councillors have. That money is not being replaced elsewhere to my knowledge otherwise we would have heard about it in the budget, yet, the LORD MAYOR seems to be getting a $3 million slush fund to use at his discretion. I look forward to Councillor ALLAN answering the question I put during the information sessions about what the approvals process for that fund will be. That is of great concern in terms of how that will operate.


There's a lack of fairness in this budget as is always the case. Somebody, I can't even remember who it was now, got very upset when I suggested that the outdoor movies in the parks weren't being allocated fairly—well last year they weren't. I note there's $124,000 this year for outdoor movies in the park and I'm calling on the Administration to divide that funding up between all 26 wards in the city. Probably Chermside doesn’t need any because they had six movies in the park last year. I was told that by the last one no-one was turning up because they'd had so many people weren't interested in going. Meanwhile I get hundreds and hundreds of people out my way and I'm sure other Councillors do too. So, it is critically important that the funding that is available in this budget is equitably shared amongst the wards, particularly for things like movies in the park because Council has cut the funding that we normally use to fund those programs so that is extraordinary.


I have to agree with Councillor COOK, I was astonished at Councillor HOWARD's behaviour in the Lifestyle—or Nighttime Economy, whatever it's called now. In the session that she ran as the Chair, she simply refused to answer questions so I'm going to put on the record a couple of the issues that were raised.

In the budget we are being asked to approve right now—there are millions of dollars allocated to certain projects. So, for example, there's $2.3 million in capital and $7 million in expense for sports field and hardcourt remediation rehabilitation. It's a very specific number. It's not a round number like $5 million or $10 million but when Councillor HOWARD was asked to provide a list of the projects being funded under this line item in her budget she said she couldn’t do so. There'd been no decisions made about how the funds would be allocated. Yet here we are today with very specific numbers being asked to approve a budget without the information on how it will be spent. That is poor financial management.

Now they didn't just make the numbers up. The way it works is all the departments of Council put together a whole list of line items, they go up to the expenditure review committee, presumably Councillor ALLAN, the LORD MAYOR, maybe Councillor ADAMS and the Chairs—all then sit there and go through it to come up with the budget number that goes in the budget, so they do know what this money is being spent on. Almost every single question that Councillor HOWARD was asked about how funds were being allocated in her portfolio, a critical portfolio that supports community more than any other portfolio in the budget, she refused to answer. She dissembled and said she didn’t know, she couldn’t say, it hadn't been finalised—it's finalised. It's in the budget book, it's been written down, but meanwhile that's how this experienced Council operates. There is a lack of transparency and accountability for the expenditure of ratepayers' funds.


The other thing I'd like to just mention briefly is the fact that the LORD MAYOR continues to talk about how his budget is in surplus. Yes, he's got a small operating surplus that he's pointing to again. What he never, ever, ever mentions is the massive debt burden each ratepayer in this city has—that is part of our budget. It's blown out from $2.5 billion to $4.3 billion, both financial blow outs as well as more rigorous accounting under the new accounting standards. So, when they say oh that's just an accounting trick, no it just means that we are more fully disclosing on our books the extent of the debt that this Council is under. There's no plan to pay it down and this Council is just barely scraping by. This is a terrible budget. There's no real relief in here.

Councillor CASSIDY, I heard earlier noted that a number of fees and charges are going up—it's across every household area in Brisbane. A few have been cut, that's great but the sleight of hand issue I raised earlier, the library fees are going up, waste fees are going up—all of those everyday fees people pay are still going up so there is a real problem with the way in which this administration is working. They've botched their major project, the Metro, massive cost blow out, nothing—nothing like it was. It's not going to deliver the necessary improvements.

I just want to finish by saying the failure of the LORD MAYOR to support the 100th anniversary of Graceville Memorial Park is pretty appalling to tell you the truth. There's no money for the memorial, there's no money for the tree projects. These are things that I've spoken to him about personally and I am really disappointed that he has refused to fund—it's the second oldest memorial park in Queensland. There's some contention about whether the one in Victoria—Yeronga or Graceville are the oldest in Australia—

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON, your time has expired.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
It's the wrong budget for the times.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Thanks, Chair. I also rise to make a few comments on the budget. I guess I'll start by acknowledging that the Administration has had to make some tough decisions coming into this financial year but what's really disappointing is that they've made terrible decisions. There's no doubt that the city is facing some significant challenges at the moment, and you judge the quality of political leaders by what kinds of decisions they make during these challenging periods. Sadly, this Administration has revealed itself to be lacking in foresight, in lateral thinking capacity and in empathy. I think that's ultimately what's so disappointing and frustrating about this budget is that it is not a budget that cares for the most vulnerable members of our society. It is not a budget that prioritises the needs of the people who have been most severely and determinately affected by the economic impacts of COVID-19 and the broader economic instability our nation is facing right now.


There are a number of measures that the Council Administration could have been exploring to increase revenue at a time when revenue from property rates is a little unstable and, in some cases, diminishing. First and foremost is the very clear suggestion that the Greens have been putting forward to explore levies on empty homes and properties. This is a straightforward measure that's been trialled in many other jurisdictions around the world with great success. The basic principle is that you say to property owners sure it's your property, you are free to do whatever you want with it but if you leave it empty we're going to charge you just a little bit more in rates and that has three potential effects. On the one hand, it potentially raises revenue which is great for Council, we can put that into other community services and projects. Alternatively, that property owner might sell the property in question and it can then be bought by someone at a lower price who really needs that home to live in or a business that really needs that shop to operate out of. Or thirdly, they might choose to drop their rent and actually get a tenant in, God forbid.

Now all of those outcomes are actually pretty positive. The benefits of an idea like that of a vacancy levy, particularly in an economic downturn is significant because they encourage more productive use of private real estate. They also potentially generate a lot of revenue for Council Administration and they ensure that there's some downward pressure on commercial and residential leases at a time when so many people are going to be struggling to pay their rent, both in terms of their residential homes and in terms of their small businesses.

But, unfortunately, Council didn’t even give that idea any serious consideration and has instead been captured by rhetoric not of the business sector but purely by the property investment sector. A small minority of people who hold a great deal of real estate assets and wield great deal of power and influence in this city—and the Council Administration has chosen to prioritise their interest ahead of the need of local businesses and residents as a whole. There are long lists of other failed opportunities to explore new revenue streams within the city but I'm also equally disappointed to see that Council has continued to spend too much on non-essential road widening and infrastructure widening projects including examples in my own ward like the Main Street, River Terrace upgrade, but has failed to invest sufficiently in public and active transport, in the creation of public greenspace, in new community facilities and in the arts and community services.

At a time when so many people are struggling and so many people are at risk of homelessness, surely one of the most obvious uses of public funding would have been to increase support and funding not just for our Public Space Liaison Officers, but for housing support officers who can connect with people who are risk of losing their tenancies, support them to engage with other support services and ensure that they remain housed rather than ending up on the street, which ultimately costs the Council and the State Government much more to deal with. At the same time Council could have been investing in the acquisition or construction of public housing or community housing.

We know that building housing creates jobs—and this Council has a choice, either it can leave that housing construction up the private sector and slash fees and infrastructure charges and incentivise more private development, or Council could be using the revenue that it collects from private developers and instead put that money into building public housing and community housing which is rented out on a non-profit basis and actually gets people off the street. The problem with relying on private sector development as a strategy for creating jobs is that ultimately that private sector construction is only economically viable because people are taking on unsustainable levels of private debt in order to finance the construction industry.

Our entire construction industry is propped up by huge levels of personal debt and managed fund debt which is not economically sustainable particularly in the current period when our global economic conditions are so precarious and volatile. We shouldn't be supporting a situation where the private sector takes on more and more debt to fund more and more private construction as our solution to creating jobs and maintaining economic activity. We should instead be increasing public spending and public infrastructure funding to create public sector jobs, not outsourcing to private contractors but actually delivering projects in‑house. This is a way of ensuring greater job security and employment opportunities for Brisbane workers while also creating new publicly owned assets which will earn Council revenue in the long term. This is a strategy that other progressive Council's and governments around the world are currently pivoting towards, regardless of whether they're so called left wing or right wing. It's the sensible way to respond to an economic situation like this that we find ourselves in.

Any decent economist will tell you that in times of recession increasing public funding is one of the best ways to ensure the stability of the local economy into minimise employment losses. So, the Council’s approach of slashing spending particularly on the arts, particularly in the community services, in community grants, is extremely concerning and doesn't even make good economic sense according to your own political ideology. It's very disappointing to see that there's no funding whatsoever for new community housing. There's no new funding for housing support workers, there's very little funding to meet the needs of so many community groups that are doing it tough right now. But at the same time we're giving these extremely generous discounts and incentives to the private development sector which will ultimately yield profits for a small minority of very wealthy developers and property investors without those benefits flowing to the broader citizenry.

This is a major failing on the part of this Administration to think outside the box and to deliver outcomes that actually meet the needs of the most vulnerable members of our society. I'm particularly disappointed that within my ward we've missed opportunities to buy up land to deliver new public parks and community facilities. Now that our economy is in recession and land values are stabilising and, in some cases, dropping, this is the perfect time for counter-cyclical investment to buy up assets that can be converted to the public facilities and parkland that our growing community so desperately needs. In the inner city we really need new public parkland. It's obvious according to Council's own measures and metrics in the desired standards of service that we should be providing more public parks to cater for those rapidly densifying inner-city neighbourhoods and for middle suburban and outer suburban areas that are also seeing population growth.

We should be buying up land now rather than waiting for it to get more and more expensive in the future. This is a really disappointing and missed opportunity from the Council. We've also failed to recognise and sufficiently embrace the opportunities to shift our city towards active transport. There's been some tokenistic investment in a few infrastructure projects like the footbridges, which I'm obviously very supportive of but, overall, we are not spending and pivoting our funding priorities towards active transport in the way that other Councils around Australia are doing and, in the way that other countries are doing. We should be funding much more money into cycling, into footpath upgrades, into pedestrian crossings so that people can leave their cars at home and switch to more sustainable modes of transport. This is a once in a lifetime opportunity to support a transition to active transport and the tokenistic steps that the Council Administration has taken in this direction are woefully inadequate.


Finally, I just want to say that unlike some of the other Councillors I think there is a case for debt funded infrastructure and for taking on more public debt at this time. I don't think that's something we should shy away from. We have good borrowing capacity and, frankly, I'd much rather see us take on a little bit of debt now so that we can afford to continue essential Council services and programs and keep Council staff employed in secure jobs. We can pay off that debt later but once those people lose those jobs, they'll end up in a spiral of poverty—

Chair:
Councillor SRI, your time has expired. 

Further speakers? 

I see no hands.

LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I just wanted to respond to a couple of things that were raised there by various Councillors. In particular, this idea from Councillor SRI that landlords are somehow just meanly sitting on vacant properties because they don't—

Councillor SRI:
Point of order, Chair.

Chair:
Point of order to you, Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Claim to be mispresented.

Chair:
Noted.

LORD MAYOR:
So, at a time when there's a lot of vacancies around in shopping precincts, Councillor SRI wants to blame the landlords. He wants to tax them more. I don’t think that is the right approach at a time when we want to see these shop fronts filled up. We want to support our retailers, we want to support those suburban village precincts, but increasing their rates is not something that I would support. 

There may be a few property owners who for some reason don't want to rent out their properties; but the reality is the vast majority of property owners want to have paying renters in there and they will reduce the rents to get people in. They will provide incentives and so this idea that somehow they need to be taxed more to encourage them to rent out their properties I just don't think stands up to a lot of scrutiny. I know it's an international Greens policy where leftist Green councils across the world are looking at this sort of initiative and it was driven by the same kind of logic that the mining tax was driven by. Remember the mining tax that the Federal Government levelled—

Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:
—and it was going to raise all this extra money and guess what, it raised nothing because it just stopped investment from happening in those projects. Now that might be something that Councillor SRI would like to see happen, but the reality is taxing landowners and taxing landlords more at this point in time when they're struggling from having shops with no paying renters in them is not a way that I would go forward. But obviously we are looking at other ways to get people back into those vacant shops and there's a number of programs and a big investment in suburban village precinct upgrades that we're going to focus on.

But I did just want to touch on another thing that Councillor SRI said earlier today. He called the Program 2, Infrastructure for Brisbane—it was a Program that was inspired by 1950s thinking—I think I got that right, did I Councillor SRI? I'll tell you what else is inspired by 1950s thinking, the socialism that we're seeing coming out of the Greens party. The Greens political party is a socialist party and I think anyone that has any doubt needs to listen to Councillor SRI in Council meetings and they'll see that it's more a socialist party than a Greens party.

Councillor SRI:
Point of order, Chair.

Chair:
Point of order Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Claim to be misrepresented.

Chair:
Maybe, but I'll bring it back.

LORD MAYOR:
He wants to go back to the Cold War—

Councillor STRUNK:
Point of order, Chair.

Chair:
Point of order, Councillor STRUNK.

Councillor STRUNK:
Could you bring the Mayor back to the budget please. We don't need a history lesson on the Greens.

Chair:
No, no—Councillor STRUNK, it's a discussion about the tone and priorities of Program, Infrastructure for Brisbane, which is what it was. 

LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair. Yes as you rightly pointed out I was just reflecting on comments that Councillor SRI made earlier about a 1950s approach and it was harking back to the Cold War days, the battle between the capitalists and the socialists or the capitalists and the communists—that is the way that Councillor SRI sees the world. He sees it as class warfare, as a battle between us and them. Well, Mr Chair, I see this as a budget where we're all in it together, we're all here to support each other. We don't look at each other in terms of classes. We don’t look at each other in terms of workers or employers or corporations, but we look at each other in terms of being Brisbane residents being a community that's here to support each other.

The way that we support our community is by keeping the budget strong so that we can do more and we can build infrastructure and we can invest in job creating capital projects that help support our community. We can invest in grant programs to support our community in its time of need, but we don't need this return to this terrible divisive class warfare that Councillor SRI likes to evoke in his comments.


Let me turn to Labor. Now Councillor CASSIDY dusted off the same tired political speech and all the political lines but let me just point out that Labor Councillors, as far as I could recall, voted in favour of every single program in this budget. So this is the calibre of the people that we're dealing with here. They will continue to bag out everything that's happening, they will continue to be negative and try and score political points and yet they vote for it, so they can't even have the integrity to back up their comments with a vote. They say one thing and then they vote the other way. At least Councillor SRI, although he's a socialist, voted against most things in this budget. At least he had the conviction to do that—yet, Labor Councillors speak with a forked tongue. They claim that this budget is so terrible yet they have voted for it.


Let me now see whether they vote for it or against it in this final situation because once again that would be a fascinating situation. If they voted for every program yet against the overall budget, how does that work? But if they voted for every program and then for the overall budget—and time will tell whether they do that—then once again it's clear they're speaking with a forked tongue on this issue. I guess I should be disappointed by this approach but I'm not surprised. It is consistent with a party that continues to lose not only elections despite outspending us massively with their $2.1 million negative campaign—

Councillors interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
That's right—

Chair:
Councillor—we’ve got five minutes left, please. 

No interjections.

LORD MAYOR:
—a group of Councillors that continue to get smaller and smaller over time because they are not in touch with the community. We will continue to pride ourselves in representing the whole diversity of the Brisbane community and supporting the whole diversity of the Brisbane community but whether you're in Bracken Ridge or Calamvale, whether you're in Carindale, whether you're in Indooroopilly or Pullenvale or Bellbowrie, whether you're in Paddington or any other part of Brisbane our priority is representing that diversity of the city and supporting the—

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
No interjections please. 

LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
And Chelmer’s an LNP suburb if you look at the Lord Mayoral results too Councillor JOHNSTON but—so is Tennyson, the entire Tennyson Ward is an LNP—

Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:
We're getting distracted here. The reality is Labor seeks to divide, Labor seeks to attack, Labor seeks to tear down. Councillor SRI seeks to divide, seeks to attack and tear down. We're about building this city and that’s what this budget does. Thank you, Mr Chair.

Chair:
I'll now put the Resolution—

Councillor SRI:
Do I get a right of reply?

Chair:
Oh excuse, you've got the two misrepresentations. 

Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Thanks, Chair. The Mayor mischaracterised my call for an exploration of vacancy levies as being a direct attack on landlords which it wasn’t. Some of my best friends are landlords and I think that represented a disingenuous misinterpretation of what I said.

Chair:
Thank you, and the second one?

Councillor SRI:
The second point of misrepresentation the LORD MAYOR appeared to mischaracterise my comments as advocating socialism. I consider 1950s state socialism to be far too conservative and establishmentarian and my politics are much more radical and transformative.

Chair:
I think we knew that. 

All right, I will now put the resolution. 

The Chair submitted the motion for the adoption of the 2020-21 Budget to the Chamber and it was declared carried on the voices.
Thereupon, the DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, and Councillor Jonathan SRI immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared carried.
The voting was as follows:

AYES: 19 -
The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, and Councillors Greg ADERMANN, Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Tracy DAVIS, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, Sarah HUTTON, Sandy LANDERS, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Angela OWEN, Steven TOOMEY and Andrew WINES.
NOES: 6 -
The Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Jared CASSIDY, and Councillors Kara COOK, Peter CUMMING, Steve GRIFFITHS, Charles STRUNK and Jonathan SRI.
ABSTENTIONS: 1 -
Councillor Nicole JOHNSTON
Chair:
That concludes the presentation and consideration of 2020-21 Annual Plan and Budget and I declare the meeting closed. 

Councillors, please leave this Zoom and return to the new Zoom meeting. 

The Clerks in attendance will have to do some work so the next meeting will begin somewhere between 10 and 15 minutes, but there is another link to a new Zoom meeting I'm going to ask you all to move to. 

Thank you everybody. See you soon.
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