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PRESENT:

The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR (Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER) – LNP
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James MACKAY (Walter Taylor) 
Kim MARX (Runcorn)

Peter MATIC (Paddington)

David McLACHLAN (Hamilton)

Ryan MURPHY (Chandler)
Angela OWEN (Calamvale)

Steven TOOMEY (The Gap) (Deputy Chair of Council)
	Jared CASSIDY (Deagon) (The Leader of the Opposition)
Kara COOK (Morningside) (Deputy Leader of the Opposition)
Peter CUMMING (Wynnum Manly)
Steve GRIFFITHS (Moorooka)

Charles STRUNK (Forest Lake)


	
	Queensland Greens Councillor (and Ward)

Jonathan SRI (The Gabba)

	
	Independent Councillor (and Ward)
Nicole JOHNSTON (Tennyson)


OPENING OF MEETING:

The Chair, Councillor Andrew WINES, opened the meeting with prayer and acknowledged the traditional custodians, and then proceeded with the business set out in the Agenda.
Chair:
I remind all Councillors of your obligations to declare material personal and conflicts of interest where relevant, and the requirement of such to remove yourself from the Council Chamber for debate and voting where applicable. 

Are there any apologies? There appear to be no apologies. 

Confirmation of Minutes, please. 

Councillor LANDERS.

MINUTES:

539/2019-20
The Minutes of the 4613 (Ordinary) meeting held on 11 February 2020, and the 4614 (Post Election) meeting held on 22 April 2020, copies of which had been forwarded to each Councillor, were presented, taken as read and confirmed on the motion of Councillor Sandy LANDERS, seconded by Councillor Sarah HUTTON.

QUESTION TIME:

Chair:
Thank you. 

Councillors, I will now draw the Council’s attention to Question Time. Are there any questions of the LORD MAYOR or a Chair of any Standing Committee? 
Councillor ATWOOD.

Question 1

Councillor ATWOOD:
My question is to the LORD MAYOR. Brisbane City Council, along with the world, is facing unprecedented times with the COVID-19 pandemic. With Council due to deliver a budget in June, can you outline what the residents of Brisbane can expect?

Chair:
LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you, Councillor ATWOOD, for the question. Certainly, preparations are going on right now for the budget. There’s been a lot of work put into this preparation. I have to say in all of the time I’ve been in Council this will be one of the most difficult budgets that we have seen in terms of the pressures on our budget, not only immediately but going forward as well.


Our focus is to make sure that we don’t add further pressure on the residents and ratepayers of Brisbane who are already doing it tough. So that is the number one priority that we take to all of those budget discussions that have been happening. 


We have been very quick to respond immediately by announcing a $7.9 million relief package for local business and community groups, and that was done a number of weeks ago in March. But also, as part of that, we made it clear that we would take a very reasonable approach in cases where people are under financial pressure and unable to pay their rates. We saw in April, from the start of April, rates notices starting to go out in accordance with the usual timeframe. Since that time we’ve seen already around 4,200 ratepayers contact Council asking for some form of relief, and in particular the deferral of rates by up to nine months. Now, 4,200 properties or landowners, and that’s a mixture of both residential and commercial properties across the city. 

To put it in perspective, though, that is less than one per cent of all ratepayers. I expect that that figure will continue to grow as more people become under pressure or more people become aware of their opportunity to defer rates. So, already to date, that’s seen a deferral of up to $31 million in rates to those 4,200 property owners.

We will continue to provide this opportunity to people, and also to provide flexibility when it comes to payment options as well so that where there’s a deferral of rates, if there is after that period difficulty in repaying that amount that they have deferred, there will be opportunities for payment plans so that repayments can be made over an extended period of time based on the affordability to that ratepayer. We will continue to show flexibility and empathy with the people of Brisbane in this time of doing it tough.

But, ultimately, we as a Council have a critical role to play when it comes to providing essential services to the city. Despite reductions in revenue that we might see in our budget, we still have to pick up the rubbish; we still have to mow the parks; we are still resurfacing the roads and fixing the footpaths and trimming the trees and maintaining the gardens, and doing all of those things that we do across the city. They are essential and important services, and they must continue.

So, we will continue to focus on delivering those services to the people and making sure that we do so in an affordable manner. Ultimately, though, in this budget, there will be some challenging decisions to be made. We will have to tighten the belt in many ways, and we will have to cut the cloth to measure, to make sure that where there’s a reduction in income coming into Council, that we also reduce expenditure as well. And we’ll do that in a way that, wherever possible, doesn’t impact on those essential services that people rely on, but is the responsible thing to do.

We have a proud record of making sure that our budget remains strong and balanced, and I am absolutely committed to making sure that we manage the budget responsibly and that we provide a strong balanced budget going forward, and we’re working on that as we speak. Thank you for the question, Councillor ATWOOD.

Chair:
Further questions? 

Councillor COOK.

Question 2

Councillor COOK:
Thank you, Mr Chair. My question is for the LORD MAYOR. One year ago, Labor initiated an urgency motion condemning all forms of domestic and family violence in our community and sought the development of a domestic and family violence prevention strategy for the city. This motion had bipartisan support, and we are aware Council has been preparing the new domestic violence strategy for the city. 

The reality is that one in six women have experienced violence by an intimate partner since the age of 15 in Australia. COVID-19 has presented new challenges for victims of domestic and family violence, with agencies reporting dramatic increases in requests for help since the pandemic commenced. LORD MAYOR, when will the domestic violence strategy for the city be presented to Council for approval and implementation, and what other steps are you taking to address this scourge?

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you for the question, Councillor COOK. It is certainly something that, right across political lines, we are all committed to as a Council. That is why, when you put forward that proposal last year, that it had the support of everyone across party lines.


When you look at the time that has gone past and what’s happened since then, it is even more clear why we all need to do our part, both as individuals and as a Council to respond proactively to domestic violence and the impact it has in our community. I want to pay particular tribute to the Clarke family who have—the terrible tragedy that we saw with Hannah Clarke and her three children where they were brutally murdered by someone that was supposed to love them. It has just reminded us all how very real the problem of domestic violence is across society, in places where you may not expect it. 


The Clarke family lived literally around the corner from me in Carindale. I could throw a stone and reach their house from where I live. That has touched us all, and has reminded us why this is so important, and why we need to do our part. But I can say I was having discussions just yesterday with my colleagues about the strategy and the next steps, and those discussions involved a chat with Councillor Adam ALLAN who, as you know, is leading the charge on this strategy. 

An important part of the discussion that I had with Councillor ALLAN is the feedback that had been received and what feedback we had received, and I specifically talked to him about discussions that he may have had with you, because I know that you are very personally interested in this, and your feedback is also very important. 

I can confirm today that, within weeks, we will be bringing forward that strategy to Council so that we can all have a look at the feedback that’s been provided and also endorse the draft to become a strategy that is in place, so it is a matter of weeks away and something that we are absolutely committed to. So, I thank you, Councillor COOK, for the question.

Chair:
Further questions?

Councillor HAMMOND.

Question 3

Councillor HAMMOND:
Thank you, Mr Chair; my question is to the Chair of City Planning and Economic Development Committee, Councillor ADAMS. DEPUTY MAYOR, can you please outline how the Schrinner Administration is planning for the economic recovery of our city once the COVID-19 pandemic is over?

Chair:
DEPUTY MAYOR.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Thank you, Councillor WINES, and thank you, Councillor HAMMOND, for the question. There is absolutely no doubt that there is going to be enormous financial impacts from this pandemic on Brisbane’s economy, and to say it is going to be a challenge is, I think, an understatement. We are facing at least a $1 billion loss across Brisbane businesses, the education sector, tourism and export operators, and even airport arrivals that have fallen sharply and will definitely bite on those industries that rely on visitors to our city as well. 


But I have every confidence in Team Schrinner. It is a big challenge, but it is a temporary one and one we are facing with strength and experience. Right now, it’s important that we have the strong leadership team to manage the blow of this crisis on our economy and steer the city through the recovery.


The LORD MAYOR has established the Economic Recovery Taskforce which is being ably chaired by Councillor Adam ALLAN, and that will be the main guide in informing vital decisions, making steps towards rebuilding Brisbane’s economy. Our focus more than ever now will continue to build Australia’s most business-friendly city, and that is businesses across all industries, whether they be small, medium or even large industries as well. Food and beverage, hospitality, tourism, education, building and construction and everything in between. 


The main focus is local. Local business is the backbone of our economy, and it is our biggest employer in our capital city. We have developed a strong business continuity plan to keep serving the community in small business. The LORD MAYOR has already mentioned our $7.9 million business relief package to waive fees, charges and rents until 30 June. We’ve also got a range of support tools and resources to engage with small business owners and help them to adapt and survive. 


The business hotline is still going 24/7 for all businesses, and this particular service is proving extremely vital in these uncertain times. Our business liaison officers are working around the clock to provide small business owners access to a team of advisers to help them build their sustainability in their business as they learn to pivot and regrow after this crisis. 


We’re also ensuring that local innovators and creators are supported during this time by continuing to deliver programs that will upskill local entrepreneurs and grow their ideas. In doing so, we are investing in not only our recovery but the city’s future, and building a strong foundation for success going forward. 


The LORD MAYOR’s economic development support programs will continue to roll out and support new and emerging social enterprises, albeit many of those in new virtual forums as we’re experiencing here today. The Maker Entrepreneurship Program, the Social Enterprise Accelerator, and the genYOU youth training program will also transition to virtual platforms, with online lessons and video calls replacing that traditional face-to-face training. But this will also give us new opportunities for things like the Social Accelerator Pitch Nights that we’ve had each year as well.


These are vitally important programs to support our young people into employment and support our start-ups and entrepreneurs through this time. This is unlike the State Government who recently just updated their website but got caught out by saying they are renewing future funding for their round of small business grants which they have already told the successful recipients that they were going to get. They have said that they are essentially in caretaker mode at the moment at a time when they should be at our busiest. 


As the LORD MAYOR mentioned, Cabinet sat yesterday on the public holiday because we have the business of the city front and foremost in our minds, and are making sure that we work hard to deliver for the people of Brisbane in these times. That, of course, from the State Government is not good news for the cohorts of businesses that had brilliant ideas but just needed a little bit of boost to get over the line. 

Not only are we continuing to run our platforms and our support, but unlike those at the other end of George Street, we have got new and innovative steps already in place. Our business webpage, which has long been our dedicated landing site for those in business, has now got the new Business in Brisbane Facebook group connecting with business and raising awareness for a myriad of support tools and resources that Council has on offer as well.

We know that supporting small business has been the focus of Team Schrinner for some time now. Mid-last year LORD MAYOR Adrian Schrinner introduced the new local buyer procurement policy—

Chair:
Excuse me, DEPUTY MAYOR, I think there’s a point of order. 
Is that what you’re doing, Councillor JOHNSTON?

Councillor JOHNSTON:
No, but the five minutes must be up by now.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
No.

Chair:
No, I don’t think so. There’s still some time left. So, no, that was not a point of order.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Ten seconds.

Chair:
Councillor ADAMS. Councillor ADAMS, please continue.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Thank you, Councillor WINES. I was just sorting my mute button out. LORD MAYOR also launched the Brisbane Buy Local blitz earlier this year to encourage all of us to think about how we can support our locals by spending our money at our local stores. I’m confident the residents of Brisbane will push that hard and come together—

Chair:
DEPUTY MAYOR, your time—

DEPUTY MAYOR:
—and support local business, and we will too.

Chair:
—has expired. Thank you.

Further questions? 
Councillor GRIFFITHS.

Question 4

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
Yes, thank you, Mr Chairman. My question is to the LORD MAYOR. I just refer to the purchase of Council’s South Regional Business Centre in Yeerongpilly by a West Australian company. Ratepayers are now being forced to pay rent to this West Australian company on land they once owned, increasing by 3.5% a year regardless of the prevailing inflation rate. 

According to media reports, Brisbane City Council is locked in as a tenant potentially until 2037 with rent rising each and every year. Given ratepayers once owned this land, how is this a good deal for them?

Chair:
LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you, Councillor GRIFFITHS. Look, it shouldn’t surprise Councillor GRIFFITHS that the building that most Council employees are in at the moment, Brisbane Square, is not owned by Council. It shouldn’t surprise Councillor GRIFFITHS that the building that the second largest number of Council employees are in, Green Square, is not owned by Council. The reason we have that arrangement in place is because, when Councillor GRIFFITHS and his colleagues were in Office, they sold off the Brisbane Administration Centre which was the building behind City Hall, which is now the Telstra building. 


So, for Councillor GRIFFITHS to suggest that there’s somehow something unusual for Council renting premises, it is clearly not the case. What happens is, in each situation where accommodation is required, Council assesses its options. In this particular option with the South Regional Business Centre, we had the City of Brisbane Investment Corporation (CBIC) build the building for Council’s requirements, and they made the investment upfront to build that building. Now, they are getting a significant return on that building, with the transaction that Councillor GRIFFITHS has mentioned. 


Now, CBIC exists as a future fund for the City of Brisbane. In fact, every dollar of dividend that the City of Brisbane Investment Corporation makes, coming back to Council, goes into our Green Future Fund which provides support for the purchase and provision of parkland across Brisbane. It’s about creating new parkland and improved parkland opportunities. 


So, when CBIC does a deal like the one that they’ve done in relation to South Regional Business Centre, the profits and the dividends that come from that have the opportunity to be reinvested in parkland. It is my understanding that CBIC, through their independent board, have done a very good deal for ratepayers to make sure that the investment they made upfront has paid off handsomely with this transaction, and that money then can be reinvested into providing more parkland and better parkland across the city.


So, the City of Brisbane Investment Corporation has an important role. They did the same thing when it came to Roy Harvey House. You will remember when City Hall was closed for renovations, the City of Brisbane Investment Corporation purchased a building that is now known as Roy Harvey House just up the road. Council temporarily relocated into that building, and once our need for that building no longer existed, they sold that building on the private market at a significant profit. So, that money once again was able to reinvested back to the benefit of the ratepayers of Brisbane. 

So, I absolutely support the role that the City of Brisbane Investment Corporation provides when it comes to investing on behalf of the ratepayers of Brisbane to help us generate and produce more parkland, to help us improve and upgrade the parkland, to help us buy land to convert into new parkland, and this deal—

Councillor interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
—that has been done will make sure that we can—

Councillor interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
This deal that has been done will make sure that we can provide more parkland in the future for the people of Brisbane, which is a fantastic outcome.

Councillor interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Thank you. 
Further questions? 

Councillor OWEN.

Question 5

Councillor OWEN:
Thank you. My question is to the Chair of the Public and Active Transport Committee, Councillor MURPHY. During this unprecedented time, can you please update the Chamber on what public and active transport options are available to residents during this time?

Chair:
Councillor MURPHY.

Councillor MURPHY:
Yeah, thank you very much, Chair, and thank you to Councillor OWEN for the question. It’s a very timely question, given the State Government’s announcement today that school will be back. It means that travelling by public and active transport will continue to be a very popular option for Brisbane residents to take. 

In terms of public transport, the early steps that Council took to ensure that our fleet and our staff weathered the impacts of COVID-19 has ensured that we are ready to roll when the lockdown lifts. The positive approach taken by Council in starting a proactive cleaning regime, encouraging social distancing as well as contactless transactions has ensured that both passengers and staff on our buses as well as our CityCats, ferries and CityHoppers know that it’s safe to ride—all of this while we’ve been ensuring the safety and welfare of vulnerable and at‑risk staff in Transport for Brisbane who were at risk from COVID-19. They have been redeployed to other tasks or they’ve taken advantage of Council’s generous leave provisions.

This Administration, Chair, from the LORD MAYOR down, knows that our staff are our greatest asset, and it’s only through them that we can deliver public and active transport outcomes for the residents of Brisbane. But, how has active transport fared during COVID-19? Well, we’re continuing to invest in active transport options to make the most of our great outdoor lifestyle, and I think we’re all loving this cooler wintery weather that we have at the moment. 

This financial year, Council committed $25.5 million to help deliver four key signature bikeways and river walks. Woolloongabba Bikeway was completed four months ahead of schedule. Residents now have a continuous cycling corridor from the University of Queensland to QUT Gardens Point, the bicentennial bikeway and Veloway One Bikeway delivered by the State Government.  


Kangaroo Point Bikeway completes an important link between the city centre and the southern, south-eastern and eastern suburbs. Botanic Gardens Riverwalk has improved accessibility to the CBD and local destinations for cyclists and pedestrians. We know the people of Brisbane love river walks. Council recently upgraded the Mariner’s Reach Riverwalk and the Brett’s Wharf Riverwalk completed in January. We have been constructing the very popular Lores Bonney Riverwalk along the Brisbane River as part of the Kingsford Smith Drive upgrade, completed in December last year, and this year already more than 220,000 cyclists and pedestrians have enjoyed that access to our riverfront. 


Now we’ve started work on the iconic Indooroopilly Riverwalk, enthusiastically welcomed by local residents there. I know that Councillor MACKAY is very much looking forward to that work progressing. It’s good news, because we’re seeing a dramatic uptake in the number of people cycling recently. While public transport patronage has decreased by 87% at the bottom of the trough, our bikeways have never been more popular. Across the city there’s been a 22% increase in weekday cyclists and a 91% increase over the weekend. That includes a 47% increase on commuter bikeway routes. 


The most recent stats from Kangaroo Point and the Bicentennial Bikeway counters indicate an increase of 12% to 20% on weekdays and 70% to 80% on weekends. In terms of pedestrians, there’s been a 50% increase in weekdays and weekends. The most significant increases have been on suburban pathways which have seen significantly greater use by people walking and cycling. This is validated by data captured online through corporate communications. Our Cycling Brisbane online map is up by a third, as is visitation to our bikeway information pages, including our rides to try, which is up 18% as people seek places to ride to get some exercise.


I met with the Bicycle Queensland CEO, Rebecca Rendazzo, last week, and she provided me some very interesting statistics on the commercial side. For example, the sale of cycling helmets is up 300% at Brisbane bike store 99 Bikes. Children’s bike sales are up 400% and helmet sales are up 200%. So, it’s great to see many people opting for pedal power in their daily commute. 


Meanwhile, CityCycle and eScooters, sanitised daily, continue to provide an affordable and sustainable travel option for residents, particularly as it comes to last mile transport. Team Schrinner will continue to focus on projects that create jobs and stimulate the economy, but will also build on the momentum that’s been gathered in active transport so far. With Brisbane Metro under way, and design work now advancing steadily on our five new Green Bridges, there’s never been a more exciting time for public and active transport in our city’s history. 


We’re tackling traffic congestion, we’re improving transport options, we’re promoting economic development and we’re enhancing lifestyle and leisure opportunities, and we’ll continue to do so.

Chair:
Thank you, Councillor MURPHY. 
Further questions?

Councillor JOHNSTON.

Question 6

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, thank you, Mr Chairman, my question is to the LORD MAYOR. In this year’s budget, you announced $488,000 to replace the footpath through the Annerley Junction Shopping Centre on the eastern side of the street. Council commenced this work around Christmas and into January, but I’ve now been advised that you have cancelled the project, and the section between Dudley Street and Ekibin Road, promised by you personally in the budget, when it was an LNP ward, has now been cancelled. 


Given you already ripped off Tennyson Ward residents by not doing the western side of the street, why are you now short-changing Annerley residents who have moved from an LNP ward into a Labor ward and failing to complete the project you promised in the budget?

Chair:
LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you, Councillor JOHNSTON, for the question. The first thing I would do is reject and question the assumption and the assertions that you’ve made, because I do not know that that is the case. In fact, you telling me this is the first that I’ve heard about it. So, there’s always conspiracy theories flying around, and you are very good at perpetuating these sorts of things, but I can tell you, this is news to me, and I’m happy to have a look at it for you. But certainly what you say has happened has not necessarily happened, and that has been borne out by questions year after year where the claims that you make in this place turn out not to be always accurate.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, point of order.

Chair:
Point or order, Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
The LORD MAYOR should be aware I’ve already sent this to the media, based on the formal written advice of the Council officers.

Chair:
Okay—

Councillor JOHNSTON:
So, please don’t call me a liar—

Chair:
No, no, no; no, no, no. No, do not use points of order to litigate the question you’ve just asked. This is not how it works. You’ve asked your question; you’re receiving an answer. The answer is on topic. Please do not use points of order to relitigate your question or make a second point that you didn’t make in your first question, and that’s not something I say only to Councillor JOHNSTON, it’s something I say to all Councillors. 

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Point of order, Mr Chairman.

Chair:
Point of order, Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, the LORD MAYOR is adversely reflecting upon my motives in asking a question on behalf of Annerley residents, and I would ask that he withdraws that information. Calling me a liar is not appropriate, Mr Chairman.

Chair:
We went over this last week. The LORD MAYOR is answering your question. As I said last week, no one is to use the sort of language that you’ve indicated, and the LORD MAYOR hasn’t used that type of language. 

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair. Would you like me to continue?

Chair:
Yes, please.

LORD MAYOR:
Yes. Certainly, I never used any of that language that Councillor JOHNSTON is suggesting. I was simply pointing out that she has made claims in the Chamber, in Council meetings, which then do not turn out to be accurate upon investigation, so I am not assuming that she’s making correct assertions here. I will go and have a look at this.


But talking about adverse reflections, I think the whole nature of your question was adversely reflecting on someone there, Councillor JOHNSTON. The reality is I haven’t been sitting there with a red pen looking at a footpath project that’s happening in your ward. There’s no conspiracy here. I am simply saying that I will have a look at this matter that you have raised. This is the first I recall of this situation. I don’t recall anyone ever raising it with me. 

Just because a Council officer might have made a decision, or have told you something, doesn’t mean that it’s something that I have told them to do as well. This is a big organisation. There are 10,000 employees in this organisation, and not all 10,000 employees pick up the phone to me and say, I’m going to cancel a project in Councillor JOHNSTON’s ward, are you okay with that, LORD MAYOR? That’s not the way it works. 

So, I can simply say that I will have a look at this matter for you, and I am proud of funding footpath upgrades and road improvements in your ward and road resurfacing and other important improvements in your ward, like I am right across the city, across the 26 wards.

Chair:
Further questions? 

Councillor LANDERS.

Question 7

Councillor LANDERS:
Thank you, Chair. My question is to the Chair of the Community, Arts and Nighttime Economy Committee, Councillor HOWARD. Can you please update the Chamber on how Council’s libraries are continuing to operate under the COVID‑19 closures?

Chair:
Councillor HOWARD.

Councillor HOWARD:
Thank you, Chair, and thank you for the question, Councillor LANDERS. Can I take this opportunity to congratulate you on your appointment as Deputy Chair of the Community, Arts and Nighttime Economy Committee. I’d also like to put on record my thanks to Councillor Peter MATIC for his strong leadership and for his incredible work in ensuring the delivery of the most important Council services of this Committee. I’m honoured and privileged with the opportunity to continue to serve, not only as the Councillor for Central Ward, but also as the Chair, and I’m looking forward to working with each and every one of you.


I had the pleasure of working closely with the passionate and dedicated officers of Council’s Lifestyle and Community Services division who work extremely hard day in, day out to deliver for the residents of Brisbane. Our officers—and I can say this quite honestly—pour their heart and soul into their work, and that has never been made clearer than in the past weeks and months as they’ve gone above and beyond to keep our city moving forward during these unprecedented circumstances. 


A great example of that has been the way in which our libraries team has risen to the challenge of this pandemic. The pace at which they have mobilised to adapt to the challenges of this pandemic has been nothing short of incredible. COVID‑19 may have changed the way of life for many of us, but it has not stopped our libraries from engaging with the residents of Brisbane and overcoming the challenges of social distancing.

We are proud to lead Australia’s largest library service, right here in Brisbane, with more than 480,000 library memberships, and our membership has only continued to grow through this pandemic, with more than 4,000 new digital memberships created since the city’s 33 libraries closed on 23 March. When library doors shut, we were ready to rise to the challenge with new virtual offerings, and our existing eLibrary service becoming more popular than ever before, with a 20% increase in eBook borrowing. Our online library remains open 24/7 to ensure that Brisbane’s love of reading can go on unabated, with more than 150,000 eBooks, eAudio books, eMagazines, music and video streaming services available for residents, all for free. 

Of course, our libraries are more than just a book borrowing service, and one of our most treasured library services are the events that we hold in our libraries, including our beloved Writer in Residence program which continues to be delivered through new virtual offerings. Our libraries are releasing a new video every second morning via the Brisbane Libraries Facebook page, and this is also available through the online library catalogue. They have been a huge success, engaging more than 115,000 views so far on our Facebook page alone. I’m sure it comes as no surprise that our children’s story time sessions have been the most popular of these new virtual offerings. 


Of course, safety as always is our top priority, and this has taken centre stage for our library staff who are working through the mammoth task of cleaning more than half a million library items. In the final week of opening, more than 300,000 physical items were borrowed from our libraries, more than double the loans of an average week. We had nearly 370 library staff across Brisbane sanitising each and every library book that has been returned to ensure they are safe and clean for residents when our libraries re-open. 


To date we have cleaned more than 100,000 returned books, each one going through a strict three-day quarantine process, and is then thoroughly sanitised before being returned to the shelves. We’ve also expanded our at-home library service, so the cleaning of physical library books is even more crucial when it comes to delivering library items to the homes of our most vulnerable residents. It’s not easy for everyone to access online services, especially our vulnerable community members, our elderly residents, people with a disability, and people who are severely ill. That is why we’ve made changes to eligibility so it’s easier for people to sign up to our free at-home library service. 


I am pleased to advise that we have had more than 200 new residents take up the chance to get library items delivered to their homes. If you are aware of someone in your community who would benefit from this service, please get in touch with our lovely libraries team, and if you are keen to check out Council’s online services and you are not currently a member, you can jump online to Council’s library website and apply for a digital membership to take advantage of our digital collection.


I’d like to take this opportunity to thank our libraries staff for the incredible work that they do, and to thank the residents—

Chair:
Councillor HOWARD, your time has expired.

Councillor HOWARD:
Thank you.

Chair:
Further questions?

Councillor CASSIDY.

Question 8

Councillor CASSIDY:
Thanks very much, Chair, my question is to the LORD MAYOR. I refer to the purchase of the South Regional Business Centre in Yeerongpilly by a West Australian company. Is this Council planning to sell off any other CBIC held ratepayer assets, such as the Wynnum and Chermside libraries to plug the hole in your budget caused by overruns on projects, such as Metro and Kingsford Smith Drive?

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you, Councillor CASSIDY. Look, the election is over, so you can stop talking about false claims about Kingsford Smith Drive. As you know, the project is on budget. The project has taken more time than we anticipated, but it is on budget. So, like I said, the election is over, you can stop peddling those mistruths. That is simply not the case.


But what I can say is Council didn’t sell anything. CBIC has an independent board. They are an investment fund—

Councillor interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
—set up by the City of Brisbane to make sure that there are returns generated for the city which can go into the investment in parkland and the provision of better and more parkland facilities. So, I can’t speculate on what decisions CBIC may make in the future, but I know they have an incredible record when it comes to providing returns—

Councillor interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
—to the people of Brisbane. 

Chair:
Cease interjections. 

LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
They were started with initial seed funding of around $135 million, and not only has the fund grown massively, they’ve also paid more than $130 million in dividends back to the people of Brisbane, which have gone into—

Councillor interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
—capital infrastructure and building works. So, they have taken that original $130 million investment, they’ve grown it, and they’ve put $130 million extra back into Council, and the size of the fund at the moment is around $283 million, and that is a real future fund for the City of Brisbane which delivers. It’s a great outcome. 


Now, we know Labor’s approach to money. They get their hands on it and it falls through their fingers like sand. They can’t keep the money, they can only spend money. They can’t invest money; they can only lose money. When it comes to budget blowouts, you only just have to look up the road at George Street to see the world champions at budget blowouts. We just read the other day they’ve had a $500 million blowout in an IT project, so Labor know all about budget blowouts, because they are the world champions at budget blowouts. But they can’t manage money. They can’t see a good deal when it hits them in the face. 


What CBIC have delivered is good deal after good deal, which has allowed us to grow this future fund which can then go back into services and park improvements for the people of Brisbane. Now, I remember when CBIC was set up, I was actually the Finance Chair at the time, and the decision at the time was always opposed by Labor. That $135 million to start up the fund would have been spent in a year or two by Labor, if they had their way, and there would be nothing to show for it. 

Yet, I gave you the record of CBIC. There is $283 million in the fund at the moment, plus on top of that they have paid more than $130 million of dividends for the people of Brisbane. So, we have taken that $130 million; it’s been paid back to the people of Brisbane already, plus there is still $283 million left in the fund that will continue to grow under the great stewardship of the independent board of CBIC who have continued to make smart investment decisions and continued to grow the fund to the benefit of the people of Brisbane and the ratepayers of Brisbane, and in particular now, going forward, to the benefit of those who appreciate parks in our city and green space in our city, and want to see more of it, and want to see better parks and more parks right across the city.


So, rather than bagging out what is a smart investment decision by CBIC, you should be saying thank you to that independent board for their smart and responsible stewardship of the fund which has seen it grow and which has seen it provide major dividends back in return to the people of Brisbane. So, a thank you to the board would be in order, Councillor CASSIDY. I can tell you, back to the point of your question, I can’t speculate on what the independent board may or may not do in the future. All I would like to see from them is they continue managing that fund responsibly, they continue delivering good, solid returns to the people of Brisbane. That’s what they’ve done to date, and that’s what I expect them to do in the future. 

Chair:
Further questions?

Councillor TOOMEY.

Question 9

Councillor TOOMEY:
Thank you, Chair, my question is to the Chair of City Standards, Community Health and Safety Committee, Councillor MARX. Can you please update the Chamber on Council’s core responsibilities within City Standards, and how hard-working Council officers are ensuring our rubbish continues to be collected, and the grass continues to get mowed?

Chair:
Councillor MARX.

Councillor MARX:
Thank you, Chair, and thank you for the question, Councillor TOOMEY. I appreciate you providing me with an opportunity to update the Councillors on the responsibilities of the City Standards, Community Health and Safety Committee. I gave a very brief overview this morning in Committee on what this new portfolio was about, so it’s a great opportunity to let all the Councillors know. It’s also an excellent opportunity for me to assure the residents of Brisbane that the core business of the new Committee is ongoing in the midst of this COVID-19 pandemic. 


City Standards, Community Health and Safety logically incorporates two of Council’s largest operational arms into one portfolio, namely Field Services and Compliance and Regulatory Services (CARS). As you will all know, Field Services provides construction and maintenance services across Brisbane’s civil and green waste assets in conjunction with the management of significant service contracts for waste and cleansing services. 


To give you some of the idea of the volume of the service we deliver, last year Field Services was responsible for removing over 70,000 graffiti tags, cutting over 78,000 hectares of grass in parks and road corridors within our city and suburbs, servicing over 30,000,000 wheelie bins and processing over 86,000 tonnes of recycled materials. I want to reassure residents that all those services will continue during this time of crisis. The program area has adapted quickly and responsibly to the COVID-19 pandemic. In some cases, on‑the‑ground service delivery practice has evolved to adhere to all advice provided by State and Federal health authorities. 


The Compliance and Regulatory Services component of the portfolio has also been quick to adapt. The role of CARS is to lead, enable and protect the health, safety and amenity of Brisbane through a range of licensing and regulatory services. These relate to environmental health, land use, built environment, animal management, graffiti reduction, amenity, liveability and the use of Council land and assets, and the natural environment. CARS also manages Council’s two animal re-homing centres, both of which specialise in animal welfare re-homing and retraining animals.


To give you some idea of the work CARS is involved with, annually, CARS will receive over 27,000 permit applications, respond to over 100,000 customer reports, and respond to over 38,000 requests for permit and technical advice. They also do many auditing and licensing of the food businesses, and respond to the environmental health complaints. 


In March, the LORD MAYOR announced that Council would waive all charges, rents, levies and permit fees for all businesses as they face economic hardship caused by coronavirus impacts. The $7.9 million business relief package applies to businesses and Council lessees who will have a range of fees and charges waived for the next three months. 

I am pleased to lead the area of Council responsible for the implementation of the LORD MAYOR’s announcement. Small and large businesses are the backbone of our economy, but also one of our biggest employers. They are staring down financial uncertainty the likes of which they have never seen before. We will do everything we can to support our businesses through this extraordinary time, and business charges, rent, fees or permits required to be paid will be waived until at least 30 June 2020. I thank the LORD MAYOR for this extraordinary initiative that he leading our Brisbane City through in these difficult times. Thank you.
Chair:
Further questions?


Councillor SRI.
Question 10

Councillor SRI:
Thanks, Chair; my question is to the Mayor, and I might start by just congratulating the Mayor on his re-election. This question is going to sound a little bit like it’s a party-political game, but it’s not; I’m genuinely interested in your thoughts on the answer, because I’m quite keen on your perspective. 

As you would have noticed, the Greens vote increased noticeably across Brisbane in the recent Council election, so apart from our shared commitment to new footbridges in West End and Kangaroo Point, were there any particular policy announcements from the Greens that you thought seemed to be popular with residents, and to what do you attribute the general increase in the Greens’ vote around the city?

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
I thank you, Councillor SRI, for the question, and congratulations on your re‑election as well. Well done, and I echo once again congratulations to all of the re-elected Councillors and our two newly elected Councillors as well. 

  
Look, I’m no election commentator. We all have a view on what might have generated the election results and different factors that might be behind it, so I’m not going to go into speculation or commentary. But I would simply say this: there are some areas where Greens policy aligns with LNP policy. There are some areas where all three parties align when it comes to policies. This is not unusual. 

If you look at the voting record in Council, it throws some light on the fact that, while media attention often focuses on what we disagree on, a lot of the submissions that come through have bipartisan or tri-partisan support. I have no doubt that will continue. So, whether it’s things like green bridges or investment in public transport and Brisbane Metro, and new bikeways and cycling infrastructure and pedestrian improvements, these are all things that we do agree on, and these are areas of common interest and support and that is a good thing. That is a good thing. 

But there are certainly some areas that we don’t agree on, and I wanted to point those out today, because the Greens’ policy that you brought to the election that caused the most concern was policies that see taxes and levies increasing on certain groups of people. I think when it comes to levies on vacant property, for example, right now the last thing anyone should be doing is levying landowners when they’re already under massive pressure, and increasing taxes on various targeted people, I don’t think is necessarily the way to go at this point in time. 


Ultimately, though, I go back to my original point, which was there is a lot of commonality across the three parties, and in contrast to the media reporting often, we do agree on a lot of things, and I have no doubt that that will continue. But those areas of disagreement are important, because that’s where you put your stake in the ground and draw the line in the sand, and say, well, we don’t stand for higher charges on landlords in the way that you’ve suggested, or we don’t stand for making development in Brisbane or the creation of new houses completely unaffordable by increasing taxes and charges on people that are building new homes. That’s the reality.


You saw this type of philosophy played out at the Federal Government level—

Councillor SRI:
Point of order, Chair.

Chair:
Point of order to you, Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Just on relevance. The Mayor is answering the opposite of my question. I was keen to understand what Greens’ policies the Mayor thought were popular with residents in the recent Council election.

Chair:
I think the nature of the question is those which were popular, and I think there’s an implication which were not is also there as well. 
So, LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
I was pointing out that there are some commonalities in the agenda that all three sides brought to the—well, at least two sides. Look, I can’t speculate on what a Labor Party agenda was, because they didn’t actually have an agenda at this election; they just threw mud. But at least the Greens did have an agenda, and there was some commonality there between some of the things that we support, like the green bridges, for example; investment in Metro and public transport, bikeways. So, they are things that I think are popular, and they are things that the community as a whole supports. 

But I was simply pointing out some of the areas that we also probably disagree on, or that may not have been popular. I don’t think it is popular to make housing completely unaffordable by increasing charges on people that construct new homes. That’s effectively what the Greens’ policy would have done. I was pointing out that it was similar in some ways to the mining tax at the federal level, which was introduced, and it was supposed to generate a whole heap of extra income for the government by taxing mining companies more. Guess what happened? No extra money was generated out of it, because it affected the feasibility of projects, and they simply didn’t happen. That is exactly what some of the Greens’ policies I believe would do.

It might sound politically popular to say, let’s increase charges on developers, but there’s got to be a balance there. It is important that, when developments happen, that developers pay their fair share, but those charges are being passed on to the buyers of those homes, so it’s not the developers themselves—

Chair:
LORD MAYOR, your time has expired. 

That concludes Question Time. 

CONSIDERATION OF COMMITTEE REPORTS:

ESTABLISHMENT AND COORDINATION COMMITTEE

The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR (Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER), Chair of the Establishment and Coordination Committee, moved, seconded by the DEPUTY MAYOR (Councillor Krista ADAMS), that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 27 April 2020, be adopted. 

Chair:
Is there any debate? 

LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Yes, thank you, Mr Chair. As Councillor COOK raised earlier in the meeting, it’s important to point out that the month of May is Domestic Violence (DV) Prevention month. To pay tribute to those who have lost their lives through domestic violence, and to bring further awareness to this very, very important issue, the Victoria Bridge, Sandgate Town Hall and the Story Bridge will be lit up purple and green tomorrow. This light up has been organised by DV Connect who are hosting the 15th annual candlelight vigil by an online vigil this year as well. The vigil, like the lighting up of those assets, helps to raise awareness of domestic and family violence, sending a message that it is not okay, and that help is available.


The Victoria and Story bridges will be lit up in yellow tonight in support of the eve of Wishbone Day, and the OI (Osteogenesis Imperfecta) Society of Australia aims to offer information and support to individuals and families affected by OI, encourage and support research and awareness as well. OI is effectively a condition of brittle bones that affects some people, and this is all about raising support of that condition, and that once again there is research occurring and there are organisations that exist to help people that suffer from brittle bones. 


Thursday marks World Ovarian Cancer day, and the Victoria Bridge and Story Bridge and Reddacliff Place, as well as the Tropical Dome, will be lit up in teal to support and bring awareness to this disease. Ovarian cancer currently only has a 46-survival rate beyond five years, making it the deadliest form of women’s cancer. So, this day is all about bringing attention to the signs and symptoms of ovarian cancer so that more people can be aware of it earlier, to help increase that survival rate.


On Friday, we have the 2020 Cornflower Blue day which shines a light on Motor Neurone Disease and the Motor Neurone Disease Association of Queensland is absolutely committed to supporting and maintaining the quality of life of all people living with Motor Neurone Disease in Queensland, and to show our support, the Victoria Bridge and Reddacliff Place will be lit up in blue on Friday.


In terms of the items that are before us on the agenda, we have in the formal E&C, item A, which is the contracts and tendering report. Once again, all contracts that were awarded in the month of January this year have been brought through in the normal way for Councillors to have a look at. We continue to invest in important works and upgrades that benefit the City of Brisbane, including a project related to the Montague and Victoria Streets intersection upgrade, which is the first contract on the list. That is about making sure we do service work and utility work in preparation for the really important upgrade which was funded in the last budget. 

There are a whole range of other contracts there that relate to important projects, including item 4 which is related to program management for Brisbane Metro. There is a $4.5 million investment in further progressing Brisbane Metro and making sure that we the very best possible program management services in place. You can see by the number of organisations that put forward proposals that there was very strong interest, and also very strong interest when it comes to short-listed offers as well from some great companies to help us get on with delivering that project. 


I won’t go through each of the contracts by themselves, but one that I did want to also point out was the Forest Lake Rehabilitation ​– Aquatic Plant Supply, Planting and Maintenance program.  Obviously, it’s been a bad period for the water quality at Forest Lake, and those climatic conditions have very much worked against us out there. So, we are very aware of the situation and the impacts on Forest Lake residents and we continue to progress with the work that we have committed to to improve the water quality of the lake, and also through that improvement in water quality help address some of the related issues such as odour as well. So, that work continues.


We have had equipment out there pulling out tonnes of weeds, and that work will continue as well, because we are absolutely committed to working with the community and also with the local Councillor, Councillor STRUNK, to make sure that we have a better outcome for the residents of Forest Lake. That’s one of the many contracts coming through.


Item B is the report of the Audit Committee. Item C relates to the meeting dates schedule for the remainder of 2020. Obviously, this is something that’s traditionally done in the wake of an election to set the meetings and the agenda for the rest of the calendar year. I have to say, we would be able to normally fit an extra meeting in, but the delay in the declaration of the election has obviously conspired against us.


But, unlike other levels of government who have effectively cancelled parliament, we continue to meet, and we continue to make sure that all Councillors can be involved in that, and I think that’s a really good thing. We are not cancelling Council, just like they’ve done up the road at George Street, where they’ve cancelled Parliament, and only some people get to participate. We think it’s important for our regular meetings to go on as per normal on a Tuesday afternoon, and that will continue. As you can see, we’ve outlaid the schedule of meetings for the remainder of the calendar year here. We will continue meeting, even if it is via Zoom, to make sure that everyone can participate.


Item D is obviously related to that, and that is the good order of videoconferencing of Council and Committee meetings guidelines. So, the guidelines on how these meetings will operate in this unique situation that we’re in. 

Finally, item E, which relates to an amendment to the 2020 approval deadline for the Suburban Enhancement Fund policy. I mentioned earlier that the delay to the declaration of the election had caused some issues in terms of Council meetings. It’s also caused some issues when it comes to Council policies, and we’ve specifically had to change a policy because of the delay in the declaration of the election. So, this one allows Councillors a little bit of extra time to submit their projects for approval before the deadline. Otherwise, if we didn’t have this submission coming through, there’s a couple of important projects that would have missed out, so we’re amending the policy to give people a little bit of extra time in this circumstance, given the delay to the declaration of the election. I think that’s a positive thing—that is a common sense outcome given the circumstance we’re in. So, Mr Chair, thanks; I’ll leave it at that.

Chair:
Thank you. 
Further speakers?


Councillor CASSIDY.

Seriatim - Clause A
	Councillor Jared CASSIDY requested that Clause A, CONTRACTS AND TENDERING – REPORT TO COUNCIL OF CONTRACTS ACCEPTED BY DELEGATES FOR JANUARY 2020, be taken seriatim for voting purposes.


Seriatim en bloc - Clauses B and D
	Councillor Jared CASSIDY requested that Clause B, REPORT OF THE AUDIT COMMITTEE MEETING ON 12 MARCH 2020, and Clause D, GOOD ORDER OF THE VIDEOCONFERENCING OF COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS GUIDELINES, be taken seriatim en bloc for voting purposes.


Seriatim en bloc - Clauses C and E
	Councillor Jared CASSIDY requested that Clause C, COUNCIL AND STANDING COMMITTEE MEETING DATES AND RECESS PERIODS FOR THE REMAINDER OF 2020, and Clause E, AMENDMENT OF THE 2020 APPROVAL DEADLINE UNDER AP250 SUBURBAN ENHANCEMENT FUND POLICY, be taken seriatim en bloc for voting purposes.


Chair:
Please continue, Councillor CASSIDY.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Thanks—thank you. I just have some specific questions on contracts and hopefully someone in debate will be able to answer. Contract number 3, the intelligent transport systems, technical advisory service for Brisbane Metro, $5.2 million—it looks to be some sort of signalling or communication between existing bus operating systems and the new Metro, but whether that can be confirmed, what exactly contract 3 is for.

Contract 4, the LORD MAYOR touched on this one. There is in there, at the second note below the contract, includes provisional amounts for $100,000 for organisation wide capability development, and a $396,000 green bridges program allocation for the initial term. Is this allocation out of the green bridges program into the Metro meaning that the Victoria Bridge, as it’s being renamed the Green Bridge, now becomes one of the five? So, in fact the five new green bridges potentially becomes just four new green bridges. Some clarification on that would be appreciated.

Contract number 5, the Riverhills public pontoon, just over $1.1 million, Envirostruct Services have been given the contract for this one. Is this pontoon being built locally, unlike the New Farm Park CityCat terminal that was built a couple of years ago which was prefabricated in China, given since that time we now have the Buy Local program. So, I assume this is all locally constructed, but if you could confirm that, please.

Contract number 9 is for stormwater harvesting 2018-20, package 2. The successful tenderer is listed for $414,000, but not where the project or projects will be located. So, if we could get whether that’s one project for $414,000 or a couple of them, if we could get the locations of that, please.

Contract number 15, in-vehicle management system which is with Navman Wireless Australia Pty Ltd for over $8.5 million. So, I presume this contract is for a navigation system to track the movement of Council’s vehicles. We’d like some clarification on what that information will be used for. We have heard some horror stories of how this tracking information has been used to target individual staff members within Council and then put through a show-cause notice which amounts to basically a ‘kangaroo court’, and then those staff members are shown the door. 

We would want to receive an explanation here today, publicly, what the reason is for such a large amount of money being spent here. Of course, keeping a track of Council’s assets is one thing; what are the guidelines and the policies around the use of this information, we would like a better explanation on, I think.

Moving on to item B, the report of the Audit Committee, we’ve had concerns about the Audit Committee for some time. This is a Committee that oversaw half a million dollars’ worth of invoice fraud and a $27 million IT contract blowout, just to name a couple of things. We’ve never seen any reforms to the way in which this Committee operates in secret, so we won’t be supporting this item today.

Item C, which is the Committee meeting dates, we don’t have any problem with that. That all makes perfect sense to us. Item E, the amendment of the 2020 approval deadline, given as the LORD MAYOR said, the delay to the start of this term due to the declaration means that needs to be adjusted, which we support.

Item D, the good order of videoconferencing of Council and Committee meeting guidelines, we won’t be supporting for the very simple fact that these, as has become very evident now as the restrictions have been winding back and the way in which the Administration Councillors are operating here in Council now, means that we really don’t need to have these. 

It’s become very clear that, if Committee Chairs can host their Committee meetings in the ordinary Committee rooms with a wide range of Council staff in a small space like that, if E&C can continue to meet in person in the Balmoral Room, there is no reason why Council couldn’t be accommodated in a building the size of City Hall. Those Committee meetings, all of those rooms like the Balmoral Room, the Sandgate Room, the Ithaca Room, they’re all sitting empty at the moment. There’s no reason that Committee meetings can’t be accommodated in those areas, and there’s no reason Council can’t be accommodated in the Main Auditorium. 

As we see further restrictions winding back, and as the Premier said yesterday, the curve has not just been flattened but it has been absolutely crushed, the function of government going forward is very important, and I agree with the LORD MAYOR, Council should continue to meet, but we think we should continue to meet in City Hall as the Administration continues to do themselves. We don’t think these are necessary going forward. We have never received an appropriate explanation as to why Councillors couldn’t be accommodated in a building the size of City Hall, so we won’t be supporting item D today.

Chair:
Further speakers?


Councillor CUNNINGHAM.

Councillor CUNNINGHAM:
Thanks, Chair; I wish to speak on items A and E, starting with item A, the contract and tendering report. I welcome item 10 in that report—that is the awarding of the construction tender for Council’s Carl Street Urban Common project in Woolloongabba in the area I am now proud to represent as part of the Coorparoo Ward. 


This area within Woolloongabba is dynamic, thriving and a growing hub. The Princess Alexandra (PA) Hospital is at the centre of vast medical services and knowledge precinct in the area, and there is a strong retail offering anchored by Buranda Village. There are also connections to the city and UQ (University of Queensland) via rail and bus stations, and the Brisbane Metro project will see the area serviced by turn-up-and-go services on both Metro line 1 at Buranda and Metro line 2 at the PA Hospital. 


So, to further enrich this area, Council is providing more green space for residents by delivering the new Carl Street Urban Common on the corner of Carl and Tottenham Streets. Council has acquired eight of nine properties, 4,800 square metres of land in total for this new public green space since 2009. The common includes a sheltered picnic area, a barbeque, a new toilet block and a unique all‑activities area featuring an array of multi-use structures and climbing walls for fitness, recreation and play.


I will soon be consulting by a resident voting process to choose an artwork concept for painting the climbing walls. We have also increased the urban canopy in the area with new trees, so there will be even more green shady spots to have lunch and enjoy the outdoors here in Woolloongabba. Last year, Council was able to relocate 13 Kauri pines from the Cross River Rail site in Dutton Park to the common. 


In these challenging times we have seen the value of parks and green space really come to the fore. That’s why Council is proud to maintain over 2,000 parks across our city, and why we’re improving and creating more green space all the time. I look forward to the completion of the park construction at Carl Street in the coming months, and I’m sure the park will prove to be very popular with local residents. I am proud to be part of a team which is delivering it.


Moving on to item E, as the LORD MAYOR explained, Mr Chair, it’s the amendment of the AP250 Suburban Enhancement Fund Policy extending the 2020 approval deadline date by 14 days to 15 May to allow Standing Committees to review and approve the expenditure of the Suburban Enhancement Fund projects. 

For the benefit of new Councillors, on 10 September last year, Councillors voted to adopt AP250 Suburban Enhancement Fund Policy which set the date to obtain necessary approvals in accordance with expenditure delegations as 1 May in the financial year which the funds were allocated. However, as we’ve heard, the ECQ (Electoral Commission of Queensland) took time to declare Brisbane City Council, and the first meeting for Environment, Parks and Sustainability Committee could not be held until after the deadline of 1 May. 

So, the outstanding steps will pass through EP&S Committee next week. The extension means that they can progress through the system and no ward misses out, and I’m happy to support this at the Chamber. Thank you.

Chair:
Further speakers?


Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, thank you, Mr Chair. I will hopefully speak on all five of the items before us if I have time today. I would like to start, however, with the good order videoconferencing guidelines, which is in item D. It is incredibly disappointing that this Council has failed to consult with Councillors about the fundamental, which is how our city will run. 

Dating right back to the election and over the last four weeks, I repeatedly sought the advice of senior members of the LORD MAYOR’s Office regarding the running of Council meetings. At each time I was deferred, saying no decisions have been made, and ultimately we got a briefing where we were told what was going to happen. It wasn’t consultation. We were told that it would be via Zoom. We were told in writing by the CEO (Chief Executive Officer) that all Committee meetings and Council meetings would be conducted electronically via Zoom. 

There are a lot of concerns about this and I remain very concerned about the process that is unfolding here. It unreasonably isolates Councillors; it unreasonably excludes them from the collegiate nature of the work that unfolds. It is unreasonable that the CEO has made special provision for the LNP Councillors secretly without any consultation or consideration for others.

So, we received a letter from the—all Councillors received a letter from the CEO indicating that these meetings would be conducted via Zoom. As it turns out, the LORD MAYOR tweeted a photo of the LNP Establishment and Coordination Committee meeting in the Balmoral Room of Brisbane City Council. Now, (Comments removed at the request of the CEO, in accordance with the AP068 Production of Council Minutes Policy approved by Council on 8 August 2012), a very senior member of the LORD MAYOR’s staff and the person responsible for the running of the Council meetings, specifically told myself, Councillor SRI and Councillor CASSIDY in a Councillors’ briefing last week that that was not possible, that we could not have those arrangements being put in place for the Committee meetings or the Council meeting itself, that none of the rooms in Council were suitable for this purpose. 

Yet, what has happened, which is so outrageous, is whilst we were being told one thing in a briefing, the CEO and presumably (Comments removed at the request of the CEO, in accordance with the AP068 Production of Council Minutes Policy approved by Council on 8 August 2012) himself, because he is in charge of the area at Council, were making specific secret provisions to allow the LNP Councillors to meet in purpose at Brisbane City Council. Now, in my view, that is outrageous. That is just complete Council bias. It is completely political. It demonstrates that the LORD MAYOR, whether he directed the CEO, I’m unclear, and perhaps he would like to explain, but in all his correspondence to us, the CEO has made it extremely clear that it was his decision, and he made this discretionary decision.

Now, the big problem with all of this is, special provisions could clearly be made for a Committee of eight LNP Councillors, plus their staff, plus Council officers, including the CEO, who personally attended this meeting in City Hall. So, I don’t know how many people might have been in the room at any time, but I suspect the minimum would be 10, and I would suggest at times it could have been a lot more.

However, a small Committee of six people could not possibly meet in person—a Committee comprising myself and Labor and LNP Councillors couldn’t possibly meet in person because that would be too hard for Council. We just don’t make those arrangements, according to the CEO. Yet he did make them for the LNP.

Now, I have been extremely concerned about the process that we are going through here. It is completely unnecessary. The Council Chamber, as we can all see because the Chair of Council is sitting in there, there are cameras now all over that Chamber. We could have had Committee meetings to start with in the Council Chamber using the existing cameras, socially distancing, and it would not have cost Council a single cent. It would have meant that we could meet in City Hall and we could go about running Council business in an appropriate way. So, that option was not even considered, and it is set up ready to go there.

Equally, it would be just as easy to have put, if the room is being set up—and it could be Zoomed or broadcast as is the Council meeting out to the public to satisfy the public requirement. The quality of what I observed in looking online at other Committees this morning was appalling. You could barely read the presentations. Some Committees you couldn’t even display all Councillors on the screen, so certainly in one of the Committees in which I was in, the Chairperson of Council could not even see all of the Committee members for the vast majority of the meeting. So, this is just not a practical format for the way in which these Committees need to conduct their business. 

Now, I don’t appreciate being told one thing and then the CEO making special secret provisions for the LNP Councillors only. That is absolutely unacceptable. The LORD MAYOR tried to imply that Council was doing something, and the State wasn’t meeting, and Parliament wasn’t meeting, and the Federal Parliament wasn’t meeting. Yes, they are. They sat last week. They sat in person last week. Yes, they had social distancing measures in place, and I understand they’re looking at further measures for conducting parliament next week as well.

But the issue there is they are not just saying to people: we’ll make special provisions for the LNP Councillors. You can continue meeting in person, but everybody else has to sit in their own room or in their own house or in their office, wherever they are, and you’re not allowed to meet in person, whilst the LNP get these special arrangements. Now, I note the following councils managed to conduct physical meetings: Logan, Moreton, I think Ipswich did as well. These councils, much smaller than us, they managed to have council meetings without too much drama—swearing in; I’m not aware of what they’re up to now, but as of last week, they met in person. 


So, in my view, both the CEO and the LORD MAYOR have been deceptive in the way we were advised one thing and yet special provisions were made for the LNP E&C Committee. Those provisions and that consideration was not extended to other Committees, and we were actually told it would not be possible. Yet, we see it done specifically for the LNP. That is an outrageous abuse of Council powers.


There is no reason why we cannot meet in person in City Hall. If we can’t do it in the Chamber, with some special arrangements in place, there are huge auditoriums and it could easily be done in that place. Instead, at a time when the LORD MAYOR has again said today that there are significant financial pressures on the city, someone’s bought me a new—I don’t know how much it is—$2,500 computer which can only be used for the purpose of this meeting. It can’t be used for any other purpose, and how long is it going to be in place—a week or two? That’s for all 26 Councillors, and the seven people who we don’t know who they are that are technically participating in this meeting, and that’s just outrageous—outrageous.


So, the LORD MAYOR I think has been, together with the CEO—and I don’t know who said who to what; I can only go on what I’ve been told in writing by the CEO. This is not appropriate. If it’s good enough for the LNP to be meeting in person in specifically set up rooms with social distancing in place, it can be done for all Councillors on a tri-partisan and independent purpose, rather than special arrangements for your own people. That is outrageous. So, I don’t support what’s going on here. This has put a layer of complexity. It’s deliberately isolating Councillors, and it is costing money that does not need to be spent. 


Schools are going back to school next week. They’re managing. In a couple of weeks’ time, all students are going to be back at school. I think that our Council can do better rather than just wasting money to—I don’t even know why. I mean, if there had been some consultation about this early on, we probably could have found a practical way by actually discussing this as a group, instead of being dictated to at the last minute and then find out that special arrangements had been put in place for the LNP. That’s just not acceptable in my view.


Just with respect to the Council meetings, I note that—I won’t say it’s a part time Council, but the LORD MAYOR wants to try and blame the Electoral Commission. Well, they were maybe a week later than they were last year in the same cycle, so it wasn’t that far behind what they were doing. Yes, they definitely stuffed up in terms of some of the issues around the running of the election, but that certainly doesn’t explain why the LORD MAYOR is taking a little holiday for all of July, you know, for another five or six weeks in September, October—

Chair:
There’s a point of order—is there a point of order to you, Councillor MURPHY?

Councillor MURPHY:
Yes, Chair; I was waiting for Councillor JOHNSTON to finish. I just don’t want her to run out of time, but earlier in her speech she named a Council officer, (Comments removed at the request of the CEO, in accordance with the AP068 Production of Council Minutes Policy approved by Council on 8 August 2012), as a member of the LORD MAYOR’s staff.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
I did.

Councillor MURPHY:
You did. (Comments removed at the request of the CEO, in accordance with the AP068 Production of Council Minutes Policy approved by Council on 8 August 2012) is not a member of the LORD MAYOR’s staff; he’s an independent Council officer. I just ask that—

Councillor JOHNSTON:
I didn’t.

Councillor MURPHY:
Well, you did, and the record will show—

Councillor JOHNSTON:
I didn’t. 

Councillor MURPHY:
So, Chair—

Chair:
Hey, hey, okay, everybody calm down. Yes, I do recall (Comments removed at the request of the CEO, in accordance with the AP068 Production of Council Minutes Policy approved by Council on 8 August 2012) being referred to as a member of the LORD MAYOR’s staff. He is not; he is a member of the CCLO (Council and Committee Liaison Office).

Councillor JOHNSTON:
He’s a senior member of the CEO’s staff, and that was the point that I made, and that’s what I believe I said.

Chair:
No, well, I suppose Councillor JOHNSTON, you’re right, that did occur. I didn’t pull you up at the time. However, as the rules say—

Councillor JOHNSTON:
He’s a public figure. His name is in the Council Minutes on a regular basis. Is there a point of order that I have to address here or may I continue?

Chair:
No, there’s not. But please allow—

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Thank you; I’d like to continue.

Chair:
No, no; and you will in time. Councillor JOHNSTON, you make many points of order. You ask for them all to be addressed properly. I’m doing my best to address them all properly.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
So, is that actually a point of order by Councillor MURPHY, because that just seemed to be interrupting and disagreeing with my speech. I’m not sure what point of order he’s referring to.

Chair:
Well, I feel like you’re arguing with me, which I discourage you from doing.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
You’re the one interrupting me and telling me there’s no point of order, but you won’t let me speak. 

Chair:
So, (Comments removed at the request of the CEO, in accordance with the AP068 Production of Council Minutes Policy approved by Council on 8 August 2012) is a member of the CCLO and not a member of the LORD MAYOR’s staff. Please, the Meetings Local Law asks that we refrain where we can from naming specific officers in particular. So, Councillor JOHNSTON, please continue.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Thank you, and yes, I thank you, Councillor MURPHY, for your non-point of order. I really appreciate that. (Comments removed at the request of the CEO, in accordance with the AP068 Production of Council Minutes Policy approved by Council on 8 August 2012) is a public member of the Council. He regularly appears in the Minutes—
Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON, your time has expired.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Because you’re wasting my time, well done to you.

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON, just to address the assertion or the implication made, when I am speaking, your time—no Councillor’s time is consumed. The clock stops; alright? So, when I speak, that does not enter into any Councillor’s speaking time. Alright? 

Further speakers?


Councillor MARX.

Councillor MARX:
Yes, thank you, Chair. I just want to speak very briefly on item A with the contract regarding the Forest Lake rehabilitation. I thank the LORD MAYOR; he’s given a reasonably good overview of what’s actually happening in that space. As he mentioned, work is continuing, and I’m actually meeting with Councillor STRUNK tomorrow morning, which he will hopefully take me out to have a look at the lake so we can see for ourselves what’s going on in that space.


He’s taken me up on my offer of some water audits, as has Councillor Adam ALLAN and Councillor TOOMEY. So, I look forward to meeting with the rest of you if and when you wish to take me up on that offer. 


The issue we have obviously with Forest Lake, it’s such a niche market and there’s very few contractors available to do a lot of the work there. As it shows here with this one, about the aquatic plant supply, there was only one tender received, that’s because there’s only one person who is able to do that. So, that’s the work that will be continuing, which is basically planting the new plants that the LORD MAYOR mentioned in his conversation about this contract. So, I just want to say, thank you, LORD MAYOR, for continuing on with this election commitment that was made, and I look forward to seeing Councillor STRUNK there tomorrow morning and I can give him more detail in what’s happening in that space. Thank you.

Chair:
Further speakers?


Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Thanks, Chair, just briefly on items A and C, I believe. On the point of the project regarding the Victoria Street, Montague Road intersection, obviously I’m very pleased to see that progressing, and I want to remind the Mayor that there will probably be a need to allocate more money in this year’s budget. He spoke about having allocated money, but let’s not forget that I think the project needs to be funded over two years, so hopefully that’s on the radar.


I also just wanted to make sure the Chair of Infrastructure and the Chair of Active Transport are aware of the concerns that the footpath which is identified in the concept design for that project might not be wide enough. This is a high traffic, very busy pedestrian area, but I understand the footpath widths are only proposed to be 1.2 metres, and we’ve asked the project team to look at that more closely. But I do want to make sure it’s drawn to the Chairs’ attention specifically, because I think that might be a point of contention down the line. So, that’s the footpath width for the intersection design of Victoria Street and Montague Road along the Montague Road frontage, in front of the Aldi, in particular.


Just turning really briefly to the Carl Street park, it’s great to hear Councillor CUNNINGHAM is excited about that project. I’m obviously really passionate about this one, and I’m really emotionally invested, because we put close to half a million dollars out of my Suburban Enhancement Fund into this project over two years. So, I’m a little bit sad to be losing the park from my electorate and not getting to see that project through to completion. But I look forward to chatting to Councillor CUNNINGHAM further about some of the details of the project and why certain decisions were made. 

For anyone else who’s interested, one unfinished element of the project was the proposal for a community stage, an events space in the middle of the park that could be used for outdoor concerts, movie nights and performances and meetings. That wasn’t included in the initial concept design due to budget limitations, but there was always an expectation or a desire that we put money into the stage in future years out of the Suburban Enhancement Fund. 

Also, just for the Council’s knowledge, the general consensus coming out of the multiple rounds of community consultation we ran was that the space should be referred to as the Buranda Common, and that should be the new name for the park. It’s been referred to as the Carl Street Park over the past few years as it’s evolved, but we had a lot of consultation via a community festival and an online survey, et cetera, and the strong support from local residents was that the name of the space should be Buranda Common, which makes a lot of sense, given that Buranda is the Aboriginal name for that area and it’s a fairly well identified locale, and I think clearly describes the whole purpose of the urban common in that location. So, I’d be interested to swap notes with Councillor CUNNINGHAM on the ideas for the mural art project going forward.

Just turning to the Council meeting dates, I also have concerns about the long recess periods. It does seem like some very, very long holiday breaks, and I would question whether we can’t come back a bit sooner, or we can’t have slightly shorter holiday periods. So, I’m not super supportive of that, and also, of course, remain concerned about whether the 2pm start time is ideal, whether we could start earlier. We could still finish as late as we currently finish, but there’s always more to talk about. I always find myself wanting to speak about more issues during General Business, but usually we have to cut that short because it’s getting quite late. So, an earlier start time for the general Council meetings in particular would allow a bit more room at the end of the meeting for General Business, and I think that would be healthy for democracy.

Just finally, sort of relating to item C, but more to item D, wanting to get the Mayor to clarify if possible whether, when we return from the shutdown and start having face-to-face meetings again, will the livestreaming of Council Committee meetings continue? This is very important to me. I think it’s very important for transparency and democratic accountability that those meetings are livestreamed in the same way that the meetings of full Council are livestreamed. I’d appreciate it if the LORD MAYOR would clarify that the Council Committee meetings will continue to be livestreamed after the shutdown is over. Thank you.

Chair:
Further speakers?


Councillor MURPHY.

Councillor MURPHY:
Yes, thanks very much, Chair; I just want to speak on contracts and tendering. We have three contracts today that deal with various components of Brisbane Metro. This Administration is continuing to progress these very significant contracts which are required for us to deliver this game-changing project for Brisbane. We had a few questions about various parts of these contracts, and I hope I will cover off on them as we go through.


Firstly, to contract 2, which is the Building Information Modelling (BIM) advisory services. BIM is a standard for State Government projects with a value of $50 million or more. It’s actually been required since 1 July 2019 to use BIM from the early planning phase. In addition, the Queensland Government has said all major government infrastructure projects will transition to implement BIM by 2023. So, with this contract, we received seven tenders, and following a competitive process, seven were short-listed down to three. They all displayed a capability to do the work, and the price competitiveness of one of the three led to one tenderer having the highest value for money (VFM). 


So, the successful tenderer, which is DBM Vircon Services Australia, achieved the highest value for money score of 5.54, and independent Council officers recommended the tender to be awarded. The benefit of BIM is to collate into one model planning, procurement, coordination, stakeholder engagement, progress reporting and cost analysis. So, in terms of the successful tenderer, DBM Vircon demonstrated a substantial experience in business Building Information Modelling, including on projects such as the State Government’s Cross River Rail, the Queen’s Wharf project as well as Western Australia’s Perth Stadium. 


In addition, the successful tenderer demonstrated the experience of their BIM advisory services for other organisations like the Port of Brisbane, the West Australian Government’s Star Entertainment Group and the Queensland University of Technology. As construction of Brisbane Metro will include modifying or adding to existing TMR (Transport and Main Roads) assets, like the busway, all the inner city and suburban works will be federated through BIM to allow for that information to be transferred as a single point in a Building Information Model to Transport and Main Roads.


So, for those who are familiar with the term digital twin, that is what we are doing via this contract. We are creating a digital twin of the Metro and of the assets that the Metro plugs into, so that when we want to do modelling around traffic flows or impacts of intersection upgrades or other bits of infrastructure that we plug in, we don’t have to go out and do all of the technical work on the ground again. We’ve got a very detailed digital model that we can use again, and again, and again, and the idea is eventually we will have these digital twins operating across all the infrastructure—local, State and Federal—in Queensland so that the programming of work is much easier to do, and we don’t have to go and generate these bespoke models and reports each and every time we go back and modify something.


On to contract 3, this is Intelligent Transport Systems’ (ITS) technical advisory services. One of the key elements of Brisbane Metro is the platform management information system which facilitates how passengers interact with Metro vehicles as well as buses on the busway by identifying Metro vehicles and buses on the route 2 and scheduled to stop at a Metro station on the busway, as well as capturing and providing data of Metro vehicle and bus locations, assigning services to specific locations on Metro station platforms, informing passengers where services will stop on Metro station platforms while allowing passengers time to walk to their designated location, advising vehicle operators of platform stop location via in-vehicle device, screen and route signage.


So, to ensure that Council delivers the appropriate specifications for the platform management information system to TransLink, this technical expert will assist Council with specialised advice on requirements of the system. I advise that there was a strong competitive response to this tender, with five tenders received. Following an assessment by independent Council officers, all three short-listed parties displayed a capability to undertake the work. In assessing the price competitiveness, the successful tenderer alleged a higher value for money, and Council officers recommended the tender to be awarded due to attaining the highest VFM of 14.2, which is JYW Consulting Pty Limited. 


Council officers note in their recommendation the substantial IT technical advisory experience as well as the previous work, including the integrated management control system for Transurban, the initial ITS system’s assurance for Airport Link tunnel and the Northern Busway, the development of TransLink’s technology roadmap, as well as previous experience in the delivery of Legacy Way and Go Between Bridge. So, this is a very experienced operator in this space. 

But I do want to stress that the success of the platform management system is heavily dependent on engagement and collaboration with TransLink. There is absolutely no way we will be able to successfully implement this system without TransLink’s full support, cooperation and indeed funding if we are going to roll this out to services other than Metro as well, because certainly there are advantages if we are to roll this service out to buses in addition.


Finally, contract 4, the delivery phase services for Brisbane Metro. I advise that this tender has two categories, with the first category 1 to come into effect this year, and in fact this has already started. So, in the interests of openness and transparency, the second category, which I am advised provided strategic level advice to ensure consistency across Council’s future major projects, like the green bridges, will be awarded as part of a future procurement submission that will come to Council.


Now, 16 tenders were received for category 1 of the tender, so a very strong competitive market there. Following an assessment by the Council officers, there was a short-listing, with a recommended tenderer based on attaining the highest value for money of 18.19 which was Turner and Townsend Pty Limited. The officers noted in their recommendation that the successful tenderers demonstrated a track record in program management, including extensive experience on projects like Western Sydney Airport, Inland Rail, the Sydney Metro North-West. In March 2020, they were appointed to that project which has now become Australia’s biggest public transport project, an $18 billion project. So, these people are certainly very experienced.


Finally, Councillor CASSIDY asked a question about the green bridges. He wanted to know whether we were losing one of the green bridges. I can confirm that no, we have in fact not lost one of the green bridges. Victoria Bridge will become a green bridge as part of Brisbane Metro, and will be in addition to the five green bridges that the LORD MAYOR has committed to publicly. Thank you.

Chair:
Further speakers?


Councillor ALLAN.

Councillor ALLAN:
Thank you, Mr Chair. Sorry about that. Just quickly, I’m going to turn quickly to items C and D. Obviously the LORD MAYOR touched upon this a little bit earlier, but the 2020 local government elections, the determination around those elections was obviously received much later than normal, and that’s had a knock-on effect to the Council and Committee 2020 calendar. 


The results were released or finalised at least a week later than what we expected. So, in 2020, all positions for the Brisbane City Council elections were not finalised by the ECQ until 17 April, compared with the 2016 election which was called by 4 April. So, roughly two weeks difference there. This has obviously pushed back Council’s ability to hold Council meetings by two weeks. It is worth noting that in 2016, Council held the first meeting swearing in of Councillors on 12 April. This year, the Council conducted the first meeting as soon as possible on 22 April, nearly five days post the finalisation of the ECQ results.


In the years 2010—

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
No, no, please don’t interject and allow Councillors to complete what they’re saying. 
Councillor ALLAN. Councillor ALLAN. We’ve lost him. We’ve lost his noise, so just us?

Councillor SRI:
Yes, I can’t hear him speaking either.

Chair:
Councillor ALLAN, Councillor ALLAN, can you hear me? Councillor ALLAN.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Oh, imagine if we’d all been in the same room, wouldn’t be a problem, would there?

Chair:
Can I just—

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Great. How are you going to manage this one, Councillor?

Councillor SRI:
I’d just like to suggest that this shows the value of enabling the chat function in the message room, because when he can’t see us and we can’t hear—

Chair:
Thank you, Councillor SRI. I appreciate what you’re saying. It’s just that right now it doesn’t help us.

Councillor ALLAN:
Can everybody hear me now?

Chair:
We can hear you now.

Councillor ALLAN:
I’m not sure why that’s cutting—can you hear me?

Chair:
Yes; yes, we can hear you.

Councillor ALLAN:
I’ve got the mute button off. Just bear with me. 


Can everybody hear me now?

Chair:
Yes, we can. 

Councillor ALLAN:
I don’t know what’s happened there, sorry. Look, did you miss the totality of what I was saying.

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
We missed a large portion. We missed a large portion, and we have re-set your clock. I appreciate Councillors’ patience in these instances to ensure that all Councillors have their contributions heard and recorded. 
So, Councillor ALLAN, please begin where you feel is appropriate, but we’re going to allow your speech in its entirety if you wish.

Councillor ALLAN:
Thank you, Mr Chair, thank you. So, just quickly, I’m not sure where I dropped out, but certainly the meetings schedule this year has been impacted by the delayed release of those results. As I noted, in non-election years we typically have 29 Ordinary Council meetings. In 2012 and 2016, which were election years, we had 23 Ordinary Council meetings. This year, due to the delayed release of the results, we’ve been only able to fit in 22 Ordinary Council meetings.


On that basis, we’ve decided to split them across the various sessions, so there’s eight for the Autumn session, seven for the Winter session, and seven for the Spring session. Now, in the context of the recesses in particular, in order for Council to have recesses to obviously give Councillors a break, we also need to be conscious of the ability of the Establishment and Coordination Committee to manage the functioning of Council during those recesses. 

The City of Brisbane Act requires that those recesses are a minimum of 20 business days. So, that’s the key driver behind the length of those particular recesses. That is available via the City of Brisbane Act. You can look it up, Recess Power of the Establishment and Coordination Committee, and it relates back to a resolution in 2012. So, I’ll leave item C there.


Just moving on quickly to item D, which is the good order of the videoconferencing guidelines. I understand there are people who have different views on this, but the reality is that there have been a number of temporary changes made to provisions of both the Local Government Regulation 2012 and the City of Brisbane Regulation 2012 to allow Council to conduct meetings via phone or via teleconference. This supports not only the ability of the Council to meet, as we are today, but also for the public to be able to view these meetings through the various platforms that are available. 


So, the impetus behind this is to provide a mechanism for us to meet, to meet in a way that is standardised, where we can all have our say. Now, I appreciate that some people may not find the platform to their liking, but be that as it may, we have a situation that’s being guided by health authorities. We are trying to be as supportive of their objectives as we can be, and accordingly we’ve chosen to use the Zoom platform in the medium term. Clearly, we are hopeful that a day will come soon where we can all get back to the normal manner of running Committee and Council meetings. 

But, in the meantime, I think we do need to persevere, and certainly this platform provides us with the ability not only to social distance, but, more importantly, conduct the Council business and get the decisions that we make in a way that not only achieves the objectives of Council but also provides for the public to be able to review and witness the workings of Council. So, I do believe that, ultimately, we will get back to what obviously Councillor JOHNSTON and CASSIDY are more comfortable with, but I would say to them: take the opportunity to adapt and learn some new skills. 

I also believe that, while the provision of laptops is obviously something—a new laptop is something new, rest assured they will go back into a pool in due course, and I can assure you that the cost of setting up microphones, videoconferencing and everything else within a large room in City Hall would be well in excess of the cost of what we have incurred to set up this Zoom platform, and I’ll leave it at that. Thank you. 

Chair:
Further speakers? Anybody?
LORD MAYOR, do you wish to respond?

LORD MAYOR:
Yes, thank you, Mr Chair. Before I go on in response to some of the issues that were raised just briefly, I wanted to update Councillor JOHNSTON on the issue that she raised in Question Time, if you don’t mind. Is this an appropriate way to do this? I seek your guidance, Chair.

Chair:
It would probably be better in your first report, but I think that it’s appropriate during your report today, your presentation today, if you’re able to address that, that would be acceptable.

LORD MAYOR:
Okay. I can confirm that, in relation to the footpath listing Councillor JOHNSTON mentioned $488,000 for the project that was listed in the budget. As of the end of March, so just a short time ago, $486,000 had been spent on that project. So, we budgeted $488,000 and we’ve spent $486,000, so there’s a $2,000 difference there, but we have spent what we budgeted to spend. 


Having said that, we have also created a new listing for further works to be done.

Councillor interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
That will be considered—

Chair:
Please allow the answer to be heard. 
LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
That will be considered going forward. So, as I suggested before, we cannot take Councillor JOHNSTON at her word on these things, because she made a claim—

Councillor interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
She put out a conspiracy theory—

Chair:
Thank you.

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
LORD MAYOR, please continue.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair. So, once again we have discovered that Councillor JOHNSTON makes unfair and inaccurate—

Councillor interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
—claims, and also misuses the Council meeting rules to debate during points of order when she is not entitled to do so.

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
LORD MAYOR, please continue.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you. Just in relation to one of the other issues that was raised, the River Hub—there was a question asked I think by Councillor CASSIDY about whether it was local fabrication for that marine infrastructure. I can confirm that that is the case. In fact, under our new procurement policy which I brought in last year, where we have a new target for local procurement and support for local businesses, these sorts of projects are being fabricated locally. 

That will also apply, I’m pleased to announce, to ferry terminals that we build going forward as well. We want to make sure that as much as possible is being done locally, and I’m proud to have introduced that initiative to Brisbane City Council, and will continue to do what we can to support local businesses by ensuring that as much local work is incorporated into our contracts as possible, and we’ll continue to have that 80% target of our procurement contracts to be with local small business.


There’s an incredible flow-on effect from that. We do around $1 billion worth of procurement each year, so if we target that 80% of contracts being with local providers, local companies, then there’s potentially a benefit of up to $800 million into the local economy that we can help generate through our normal procurement spend in the projects that we normally do. That $800 million, or up to $800 million in a year, is a significant benefit to local business, and will support significant local jobs.


Another example is the double-decker CityCats which are under construction here in Brisbane. The first one has been incredibly popular and successful, and is working its way up and down the river, and we’ve got the second one under construction, and looking forward to seeing that completed, once again by a local company employing local workers to build that vessel. That’s the sort of thing we want to see more of going forward. 


I thank Councillor MURPHY and Councillor ALLAN, as well as Councillor MARX, for their contributions. I think I will leave my comments at that. 

Chair:
Thank you, LORD MAYOR. 
I will now put the items as they were requested earlier.
So, I will now put item A
Clause A put

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of Clause A of the report of the Establishment and Coordination Committee was declared carried on the voices.
Chair:
Now, items B and D. 
Clauses B and D put

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of Clauses B and D of the report of the Establishment and Coordination Committee was declared carried on the voices.
Thereupon, Councillors Jared CASSIDY and Nicole JOHNSTON immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared carried.

The voting was as follows:

AYES: 20 -
The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, and Councillors Greg ADERMANN, Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Tracy DAVIS, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, Sarah HUTTON, Sandy LANDERS, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, Peter MATIC, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Angela OWEN, Steven TOOMEY and Andrew WINES.
NOES: 7 -
The Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Jared CASSIDY, and Councillors Kara COOK, Peter CUMMIING, Steve GRIFFITHS, Charles STRUNK, Jonathan SRI and Nicole JOHNSTON.
Chair:
Now, on items C and E. 
Clauses C and E put

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of Clauses C and E of the report of the Establishment and Coordination Committee was declared carried on the voices.
Chair:
That concludes the Establishment and Coordination Committee report.
The report read as follows(
ATTENDANCE:
The Right Honourable, the Lord Mayor (Councillor Adrian Schrinner) (Chair); Deputy Mayor (Councillor Krista Adams) (Deputy Chair); and Councillors Adam Allan, Fiona Cunningham, Vicki Howard, Kim Marx, David McLachlan and Ryan Murphy.
A
CONTRACTS AND TENDERING – REPORT TO COUNCIL OF CONTRACTS ACCEPTED BY DELEGATES FOR JANUARY 2020


109/695/586/2-04

540/2019-20

1.
The Chief Executive Officer provided the information below.
2.
Sections 238 and 239 of City of Brisbane Act 2010 (the Act) provide that Council may delegate some of its powers. Those powers include the power to enter into contracts under section 242 of the Act.
3.
Council has previously delegated some powers to make, vary or discharge contracts for the procurement of goods, services or works. Council made these delegations to the Establishment and Coordination Committee and Chief Executive Officer.
4.
City of Brisbane Regulation 2012 (the Regulation) was made pursuant to the Act. Chapter 6, Part 4, section 227 of the Regulation provides that: (1) Council must, as soon as practicable after entering into a contract under this chapter worth $200,000 or more (exclusive of GST), publish relevant details of the contract on Council’s website; (2) the relevant details must be published under subsection (1) for a period of at least 12 months; and (3) also, if a person asks Council to give relevant details of a contract, Council must allow the person to inspect the relevant details at Council’s public office. ‘Relevant details’ is defined in Chapter 6, Part 4, section 227 as including: (a) the person with whom Council has entered into the contract; (b) the value of the contract; and (c) the purpose of the contract (e.g. the particular goods or services to be supplied under the contract).
5.
The Chief Executive Officer provided the following recommendation and the Committee agreed.

6.
RECOMMENDATION:
THAT COUNCIL NOTES THE REPORT OF CONTRACTS ACCEPTED BY DELEGATES FOR JANUARY 2020, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder.

Attachment A

	Details of Contracts Accepted by Delegates of Council for January 2020

	Contract number/contract purpose/successful tenderer/comparative tender price/value for money index (VFM) achieved
	Nature of arrangement/ estimated maximum expenditure
	Unsuccessful tenderers/VFM achieved
	Comparative tender price/s
	Delegate/

approval date/start date/term

	BRISBANE INFRASTRUCTURE
	
	
	
	

	1. Contract No. ARC_QW221383-3

MONTAGUE ROAD AND VICTORIA STREET INTERSECTION UPGRADE TELSTRA WORKS

Telstra Corporation Limited – $1,108,398
	Actual cost basis

$1,108,398
	Contract is exempt from tendering and quoting under Exemption 3 of Schedule A of SP103 Procurement Policy and Plan 2019-20, which allows for exemption from tendering

when the goods, services or works can only be supplied by a single supplier or a restricted group due to third-party ownership of a public utility plant asset.
	Not applicable (N/A)
	Delegate

CPO

Approved

29.01.2020

Start

07.02.2020

Term

20 weeks

	2. Contract No. 511203

BUILDING INFORMATION MODELLING ADVISORY SERVICES

DBM Vircon Services (Australia) Pty Ltd – $1,425,930

Achieved the highest VFM of 5.54
	Schedule of rates

$1,425,930 (over the potential maximum three-year term)
	Shortlisted offers not recommended

Mott MacDonald Australia Pty Ltd Achieved VFM of 4.40

Systra Scott Lister Australia Pty Ltd Achieved VFM of 3.28
Offers not recommended

SNC-Lavalin Rail & Transit Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 3.25

AsBuilt Australia Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 1.62

Willow Digital Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 1.50

ELLUC Projects Australia Pty Ltd Achieved VFM of 1.29
	$1,865,525

$2,113,375
$1,613,630
$2,431,860

$2,416,110
$1,610,950

	Delegate

CEO

Approved

14.01.2020

Start

28.01.2020

Term

One year with options to extend for additional periods of up to two years, for a maximum term of three years.



	3. Contract No. 511214

INTELLIGENT TRANSPORT SYSTEMS TECHNICAL ADVISORY SERVICES FOR BRISBANE METRO

JYW Consulting Pty Ltd – $5,272,956

Achieved the highest VFM of 14.20
	Lump sum

$5,272,956

(over the potential maximum five-year term)
	Shortlisted offers not recommended

SNC-Lavalin Rail & Transit Pty Ltd Achieved VFM of 11.72

Systra Scott Lister Australia Pty Ltd Achieved VFM of 10.19

Offers not recommended

Integrate Pty Ltd as trustee for the Integrate Trust trading as Integrate

Achieved VFM of 9.64

Symplicit Pty Ltd 

Achieved VFM of 7.00
	$6,418,752

$7,419,600

$5,820,480

$5,942,400
	Delegate

CEO

Approved

14.01.2020

Start

28.01.2020

Term

One year with options to extend for additional periods of up to four years, for a maximum term of five years.

	4. Contract No. 511250

DELIVERY PHASE SERVICES FOR BRISBANE METRO CATEGORY 1 (PROGRAM MANAGEMENT)

Turner & Townsend Pty Ltd – $4,013,280*

Achieved the highest VFM of 18.19

*Comparative price based on tendered hourly rates and estimated hours for key roles.
**Includes provisional amounts of $100,000 for organisation-wide capability development and a $396,000 Green Bridges Program allocation for the initial term.
	Schedule of rates

$4,589,020** (over the potential maximum five-year term)
	Shortlisted offers not recommended

Orlade Australia Pty Ltd trading as Op² Consulting

Achieved VFM of 17.24

RPS AAP Consulting Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 17.14

Calcutta Group Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 16.16

Offers not recommended

Bellwether Consulting Services Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 16.56

Aecom Australia Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 15.88

LogiKal Projects Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 15.58

Tell Advisory Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 15.06

P2E Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 14.44

Ernst & Young

Achieved VFM of 13.80

Resource Co-ordination Partnership as trustee for the Resource Co-ordination Partnership Trust trading as RCP

Achieved VFM of 12.18

Flagstaff Consulting Group Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 11.24

Infrastructure Advisory Group Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 11.04

SNC-Lavalin Rail & Transit Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 10.78

BDR Projects Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 10.34

Non–conforming offer

Rider Levett Bucknall Qld Pty Ltd
	$3,421,440*

$4,026,240*

$4,237,920*

$3,322,080*

$4,125,600*

$3,691,440*

$4,382,640*

$3,394,170*

$4,672,800*

$4,391,280* 

$4,802,501* 

$4,799,520*

$5,983,200* 

$5,028,480*
	Delegate

CEO

Approved

14.01.2020

Start

20.01.2020

Term

Two years with options to extend for additional periods of up to three years, for a maximum term of five years.



	5. Contract No. 532116

RIVERHILLS PUBLIC PONTOON

Envirostruct Services Pty Ltd – $1,116,322

Achieved the highest VFM of 67


	Lump sum

$1,116,322
	Envirostruct Services Pty Ltd*

(alternative design)
Achieved VFM of 65

The Marina Specialist Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 56

Epoca Constructions Pty Ltd 

Achieved VFM of 54
*Alternative design did not provide the same level of certainty in quality and long-term performance.
	$1,021,322

$1,366,460

$1,395,013


	Delegate

CPO

Approved

27.11.2019

Start

04.12.2019

Term

18 weeks



	6. Contract No. 532131

ACCESS AND INCLUSION – EVERTON PARK BOWLS CLUB

Hawley Constructions Pty Ltd – $204,587

Achieved the highest VFM of 452.13
	Lump sum

$204,587
	Box & Co Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 342.28

Building Solutions Brisbane Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 312.78

Probuild Industries Australia Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 310.54

Blackwood Projects Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 275.88
	$262,943

$278,150

$299,480

$308,100
	Delegate

CPO

Approved

27.11.2019

Start

29.11.2019

Term

18 weeks



	7. Contract No. 532205

FOREST LAKE REHABILITATION – AQUATIC PLANT SUPPLY, PLANTING AND MAINTENANCE

Toolijooa Pty Ltd – $274,571

Achieved VFM of 248.11
	Lump sum

$274,571
	Only one tender received.
	N/A


	Delegate

CPO

Approved

18.12.2019

Start

29.01.2020

Term

24 months

	8. Contract No. 532254

ACCESS AND INCLUSION BRISBANE BRIDGE CENTRE

Probuild Industries Australia Pty Ltd – $269,649

Achieved the highest VFM of 33.38
	Lump sum

$269,649
	Offers not recommended

Hawley Constructions Pty Ltd
Achieved VFM of 24.10

Blackwood Projects Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 23.99

Building Solutions Brisbane Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 12.15

Non–conforming offer

Dart Holdings Pty Ltd
	$369,282

$371,000

$633,855
	Delegate

CPO

Approved

17.01.2020

Start

21.01.2020

Term

18 weeks



	9. Contract No. 532255

STORMWATER HARVESTING 2018-20 PACKAGE 2

Turf Irrigation Services Pty Ltd as Trustee for the LJ & KA Peel Family Trust – $414,504

Achieved the highest VFM of 160.43
	Lump sum

$414,504
	Offer not recommended

GCE Contractors Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 117.08

Non–conforming offers

Roman Contractors Pty Ltd 


	$696,125 


	Delegate

CPO

Approved

22.01.2020

Start

03.02.2020

Term

20 weeks



	10. Contract No. 532260

CONSTRUCTION OF CARL STREET URBAN COMMON

Box & Co Pty Ltd – $1,025,457

Achieved the highest VFM of 76.42
	Lump sum

$1,025,457
	JMac Constructions Pty Ltd trading as JMac Constructions

Achieved VFM of 75.43

Probuild Industries Australia Pty Ltd trading as PBI Australia

Achieved VFM of 67.35

Dart Holdings Pty Ltd trading as A Dart & Co

Achieved VFM of 34.15
	$1,168,191

$1,161,120

$1,380,000
	Delegate

CPO

Approved

29.01.2020
Start

04.02.2020

Term

20 weeks



	11. Contract No. 532263

CONTEMPORISING ANIMAL REHOMING FACILITIES

Probuild Industries Australia Pty Ltd trading as PBI Australia – $733,714

Achieved the highest VFM of 125
	Lump sum

$733,714
	Box & Co Pty Ltd 

Achieved VFM of 106

Dart Holdings Pty Ltd trading as 

A Dart & Co 

Achieved VFM of 92
	$851,258

$920,000


	Delegate

CPO

Approved

29.01.2020
Start

13.02.2020 

Term

25 weeks

	12. Contract No. 532272

WISHART PARK UPGRADE

The Landscape Construction Company Pty Ltd – $419,843

Achieved the highest VFM of 178.64
	Lump sum

$419,843
	Naturform Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 174.25


	$447,644


	Delegate

CPO

Approved

22.01.2020
Start

24.01.2020

Term

18 weeks

	LIFESTYLE AND COMMUNITY SERVICES
	
	
	

	Nil
	
	
	
	

	TRANSPORT FOR BRISBANE
	
	
	
	

	Nil
	
	
	
	

	CITY PLANNING AND SUSTAINABILITY
	
	
	

	Nil
	
	
	
	

	CITY ADMINISTRATION AND GOVERNANCE
	
	
	

	Nil
	
	
	
	

	ORGANISATIONAL SERVICES
	
	
	
	

	13. Contract No. PTD0033-15

QUEENSLAND GOVERNMENT – STANDING OFFER ARRANGEMENT FOR ICT CONTINGENT LABOUR SERVICES (SAP ARCHITECT)

Dialog Pty Ltd trading as Dialog Information Technology (Candidate A) – $1,756*
Achieved score of 19.5
*Candidates were assessed based on experience, availability and daily rate. 
	Schedule of rates

$386,320
	Contract is exempt from tendering under Exemption 4 of Schedule A of SP103 Procurement Policy and Plan 2019-20, which allows for exemption under a contract made with, or a purchase from a contract made by, another government entity, government‑owned entity or Local Buy.

Exclaim IT (Candidate D)*
Achieved score of 16

Data #3 (Candidate B)*
Achieved score of 15.5

Exclaim IT (Candidate E)*
Achieved score of 15

Exclaim IT (Candidate F)*
Achieved score of 14

Data #3 (Candidate C)*
Achieved score of 14

Exclaim IT (Candidate I)*
Achieved score of 12

Exclaim IT (Candidate H)*
Achieved score of 12

Exclaim IT (Candidate G)*
Achieved score of 10
	$1,390

$1,384

$1,215

$1,080

$1,258

$1,156

$1,290

$834
	Delegate

CPO

Approved

18.12.2019

Start

06.01.2020

Term

12 months

	14. Contract No. 510132

PROVISION OF INTERNET SERVICES

iseek Communications Pty Ltd (iseek) – $120,600

TPG Network Pty Ltd (TPG) – $100,500
	Schedule of rates

$120,600 

(iseek – over the potential maximum 12‑month term) 

$100,500 

(TPG – over the potential maximum 10‑month term) 
	Contract is exempt from tendering and quoting under section 3.3 of SP103 Procurement Policy and Plan 2019-20, which allows for exemption from tendering when the goods, services or works can only be supplied by a single supplier where it is in the public interest.
Extensions of existing arrangements until services are migrated to the corporate telephony contract.

	N/A
	Delegate

CPO

Approved

22.01.2020
Start

23.01.2020 

Term

Month‑to-month for a maximum term of 12 months for iseek and 10 months for TPG.

	15. Contract No. 511161
IN-VEHICLE MANAGEMENT SYSTEM

Navman Wireless Australia Pty Ltd trading as Teletrac Navman – $8,671,046

Achieved the highest VFM of 83
	CPA (Preferred Supplier Arrangement)

Schedule of rates 

$8,920,000 (over the potential   maximum seven‑year term)
	Offers shortlisted in second round not recommended

Optus Networks Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 81

Offers shortlisted in first round not recommended

TBSD Pty Ltd trading as TBS Partner Services*

Smartrak Aust Pty Ltd*

Intellitrac Pty Ltd*

Offers not recommended

Telstra Corporation Limited*
Future Fleet International Pty Ltd*
The Fleet Office Pty Ltd*

Autolync Pty Ltd trading as Kynection*

Swiftfare Pty Limited*

Connectix Technologies Pty Ltd*

R2P Asia-Pacific Pty Ltd trading as R2P Australia*

Smartprint Fleet Management Pty Ltd*

Agtrix Pty Ltd*

Track My Ride Pty Ltd*

Part offers

Ovidrive Pty Ltd

Chevin Fleet Solutions Pty Ltd
*VFM not applicable as shortlisted tenderers did not meet non-price quality requirements.
	$8,888,956

$5,739,979

$5,913,367

$11,356,795

$8,793,915

$12,814,147

N/A*

N/A*

N/A*

N/A*

N/A*

N/A*

N/A*

N/A*


	Delegate

CEO

Approved

21.01.2020

Start

24.01.2020

Term

Three years with options to extend for additional periods of up to four years, for a maximum term of seven years.


ADOPTED

B
REPORT OF THE AUDIT COMMITTEE MEETING ON 12 MARCH 2020


109/695/586/6-02

541/2019-20

7.
The Chief Executive Officer provided the information below.
8.
Section 201 of the City of Brisbane Regulation 2012 requires that as soon as practicable after a meeting of the Audit Committee, Council must be given a written report about the matters reviewed at the meeting and the Audit Committee’s recommendations about the matters. 

9.
The Chief Executive Officer is to present the report mentioned in section 201(1)(c) of the City of Brisbane Regulation 2012 at the next meeting of Council.

10.
The Chief Executive Officer provided the following recommendation and the Committee agreed.

11.
RECOMMENDATION:
THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE REPORT OF THE AUDIT COMMITTEE MEETING ON 12 MARCH 2020, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A (submitted on file).


ADOPTED

C
COUNCIL AND STANDING COMMITTEE MEETING DATES AND RECESS PERIODS FOR THE REMAINDER OF 2020

137/220/14/9 and 137/200/14/1
542/2019-20

12.
The Chief Executive Officer provided the information below.
13.
Following the conclusion of the 2020 quadrennial elections, the Council and Standing Committee meeting dates and recess periods for the remainder of 2020 can now be set.
14.
Council determines its recess periods as soon as practicable in order to allow for forward planning by both Councillors and Council officers.
15.
The proposed recesses are in excess of 20 days to allow the Establishment and Coordination Committee and the City Planning and Economic Development Committee to carry out their respective delegated powers and functions during Council recess.
16.
The proposed recess periods and meeting dates are set out in the resolution at Attachment A. The dates are illustrated in the Council and Standing Committee Meeting and Recess Calendar for 2020 at Attachment B (submitted on file).
17.
The Chief Executive Officer provided the following recommendation and the Committee agreed.

18.
RECOMMENDATION:
THAT COUNCIL RESOLVE THE COUNCIL AND STANDING COMMITTEE MEETING DATES AND RECESS PERIODS FOR THE REMAINDER OF 2020, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder.

Attachment A

Draft Resolution

DRAFT RESOLUTION TO SET THE COUNCIL AND STANDING COMMITTEE MEETING DATES AND RECESS PERIODS FOR THE REMAINDER OF 2020
As:

(i)
Council sets its ordinary meeting dates and the meeting dates of the Standing Committees as follows:
	COUNCIL
	STANDING COMMITTEES

	5 May to 16 June 2020
	5 May to 9 June 2020

	Budget: 17, 19, 24 and 25 June 2020
	-

	4 August to 8 September 2020
	4 August to 1 September 2020

	20 October to 1 December 2020
	20 October to 24 November 2020

	Resume on 2 February 2021
	Resume on 2 February 2021


(ii)
Council meets at 2pm on Tuesdays in the Council Chamber, Level 1, City Hall, Ann Street, Brisbane, unless otherwise advised

(iii)
the Standing Committees meet at various times on Level 2, City Hall, Ann Street, Brisbane, on Tuesday mornings unless otherwise advised,
then Council resolves that the recess periods for 2020 are as follows:
(i)
Winter Recess: from the rising of Council from its Budget meeting to be held on 17, 19, 24 and 25 June 2020, until Council resumes on 4 August 2020

[School Holidays 27 June to 12 July 2020]
(ii)
Spring Recess: from the rising of Council on 8 September 2020, until Council resumes on 20 October 2020
[School Holidays 19 September to 5 October 2020; Queen’s Birthday 5 October 2020]

(iii)
Summer Recess: from the rising of Council on 1 December 2020, until Council resumes on 2 February 2021.

[School Holidays 12 December 2020 to 26 January 2021; Australia Day 26 January 2021]
ADOPTED

D
GOOD ORDER OF THE VIDEOCONFERENCING OF COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS GUIDELINES


137/220/644/25

543/2019-20

19.
The Chief Executive Officer provided the information below.
20.
The Australian Government and Queensland Government have introduced social distancing restrictions in response to the global novel coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic.

21.
In line with social distancing efforts and changing laws with respect to public gatherings the Queensland Government made changes to the City of Brisbane Regulation 2012 to allow consideration to change the format of Council and Committee meetings to be held as virtual meetings.

22.
Virtual Council and Committee meetings will follow the procedure and conduct prescribed by the Meetings Local Law 2001 and will, as closely as possible, be conducted in accordance with the usual practice of the meetings in City Hall. However, some variations may be required to ensure good order of the meeting with the geographic separation of Councillors in the videoconferencing technology environment. They will also be available for real-time viewing or listening by the public, as per new provisions in the City of Brisbane Regulation 2012.
23.
The Good Order of the Videoconferencing of Council and Committee Meetings Guidelines (refer Attachment B, submitted on file) will guide Councillors in the practical aspects of virtual Council and Committee meetings.

24.
The Chief Executive Officer provided the following recommendation and the Committee agreed.

25.
RECOMMENDATION:
THAT COUNCIL RESOLVES AS PER THE DRAFT RESOLUTION SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder.

Attachment A

Draft Resolution

DRAFT RESOLUTION TO ADOPT THE GOOD ORDER OF THE VIDEOCONFERENCING OF COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS GUIDELINES

Council resolves to adopt the Good Order of the Videoconferencing of Council and Committee Meetings Guidelines set out in Attachment B (submitted on file).

ADOPTED

E
AMENDMENT OF THE 2020 APPROVAL DEADLINE UNDER AP250 SUBURBAN ENHANCEMENT FUND POLICY

109/555/14/1763
544/2019-20

26.
The Executive Manager, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, provided the information below.
27.
Each year as part of Council’s Annual Budget, the Suburban Enhancement Fund (SEF) provides an equal financial allocation to each Ward for the purpose of enabling the delivery of physical works on Council-managed land. Council resolved on 10 September 2019 to adopt AP250 Suburban Enhancement Fund Policy (refer Attachment B, submitted on file) which set the date to obtain necessary approvals in accordance with the Expenditure Delegations by 1 May in the financial year in which the funds were allocated.

28.
Due to the unexpected delay in the conclusion of the 2020 Brisbane City Council Election, Standing Committee approvals for expenditure under AP250 Suburban Enhancement Fund Policy have been unable to be provided by the required 1 May deadline. It was not reasonably foreseen that Councillors would not have the opportunity to have final projects identified and reviewed by Standing Committees before this deadline.
29.
Accordingly, it is proposed that Council amend AP250 Suburban Enhancement Fund Policy to extend the 2020 approval deadline date by 14 days to 15 May 2020 to allow Standing Committees to review and approve expenditure of proposed Suburban Enhancement Fund projects.

30.
The Executive Manager provided the following recommendation and the Committee agreed.

31.
RECOMMENDATION:
THAT COUNCIL RESOLVES AS PER THE DRAFT RESOLUTION SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder.

Attachment A

Draft Resolution

DRAFT RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE 2020 APPROVAL DEADLINE UNDER AP250 SUBURBAN ENHANCEMENT FUND POLICY
That Council resolves to amend AP250 Suburban Enhancement Fund Policy to extend the 2020 approval deadline date by 14 days to 15 May 2020 to allow Standing Committees to review and approve expenditure of proposed Suburban Enhancement Fund projects. 

ADOPTED

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Point of order, Mr Chairman.

Chair:
Point of order, Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, Mr Chairman, can you tell us who the seven participants in the meeting are that cannot be seen?

Chair:
They are the Clerks—they are the people who ensure that this meeting operates properly. So, they are the people that you would typically expect to be in here.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Well, Mr Chairman, that’s why I asked, because there’s normally two Clerks and one attendant to monitor the streaming of the Council meeting.

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
So, Mr Chair, there are six or seven people who are participating in this meeting, and I don’t believe—

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
—that there must be six or seven Clerks. So, could you please tell us who else is participating in the Council meeting?

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
The use of the term participating is sort of a broad one that the Zoom program uses, but they are people here to support the operation of this meeting to ensure that it goes ahead. I will discuss with—I will pursue for you a list of those people.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
If it’s appropriate, Mr Chairman, as it is with the Clerks and so on, their names should be published in the Minutes if they are participating in this meeting in some way.

Chair:
Thank you. I appreciate your note. But also, those individuals, as much as we would typically have within the meeting, there are people here on the Zoom meeting who are within the meeting to make sure that it operates correctly and that the support is provided both from an IT but also an administrative perspective. Okay? Alright. Thank you, Councillors.

CONSIDERATION OF NOTIFIED MOTION – OPPOSITION TO DA A005417257:

(Notified motions are printed as supplied and are not edited)
545/2019-20
The Chair of Council (Councillor Andrew WINES) then drew the Councillors’ attention to the notified motion listed on the agenda, and called on Councillor Jonathan SRI to move the motion. Accordingly, Councillor Jonathan SRI moved, seconded by Councillor Nicole JOHNSTON, that—

1. Brisbane City Council confirms its support for the preservation of historic buildings around Brisbane.
2. Brisbane City Council notes with concern that the Impact Assessable Development Application A005417257 for 93 Logan Rd, Woolloongabba proposes to demolish multiple elements of the State Heritage-listed Broadway Hotel.

3. Brisbane City Council resolves to reject the application to demolish most of the Broadway Hotel (Development Application A005417257), as it does not comply with the relevant Acceptable Outcomes or Performance Outcomes defined in Brisbane City Plan 2014.
Chair:
Now, it is as presented in the Notice of Motion in your papers provided to you earlier today. I received legal advice that item 3 is invalid, however, items 1 and 2 are valid. Please allow me to provide the Council further information.


The development application is an impact assessable development application subject to the DAR, or Development Assessment Rules, prepared under section 68 of the Planning Act 2016. Currently the proposed development application is within part 3, information request, of the development assessment process. The motion moves that Council rejects the development application. The intent of the motion is to refuse the development application which falls within part 5 decision on the DAR. Relevantly, section 21(1) states that the assessment manager cannot decide the application until parts 1, 2, 3 and 4 as relevant to the application have ended. 


As the development application is impact assessable, part 3 and 4 of the DAR are relevant and not yet completed. Accordingly, Council cannot make a decision on item 3. However, I believe it is in the interests of the Council to consider items 1 and 2, and if there would be an individual on the Council who would remove item 3 for seriatim, we can continue to have this debate at this time. Is there anyone who would be prepared to propose that? 
Councillor SRI?

Seriatim for debate and voting en bloc – Items 1 and 2

	At that time Councillor Jonathan SRI rose and requested that Item 1, Brisbane City Council confirms its support for the preservation of historic buildings around Brisbane, and Item 2, Brisbane City Council notes with concern that the Impact Assessable Development Application A005417257 for 93 Logan Rd, Woolloongabba proposes to demolish multiple elements of the State Heritage-listed Broadway Hotel, be taken seriatim en bloc for debating and voting purposes.


Seriatim for debate and voting - Item 3

	At that time Councillor Jonathan SRI rose and requested that Item 3, Brisbane City Council resolves to reject the application to demolish most of the Broadway Hotel (Development Application A005417257), as it does not comply with the relevant Acceptable Outcomes or Performance Outcomes defined in Brisbane City Plan 2014, be taken seriatim for debating and voting purposes.


Chair:
Thank you. I will now take item 1 and 2 for debate and voting, and then item 3 we will address it later. Thank you. Councillor SRI—

Councillor SRI:
Point of order, Chair.

Chair:
Yes.

Councillor SRI:
Can I just clarify that item 3 will essentially lie on the table for debate at a later date?

Chair:
No, it will be deemed invalid and will not form part of the discussion. However, 1 and 2 are valid and will form today’s discussion.

Councillor SRI:
So, does that mean that—sorry, just to clarify my understanding of the ruling, that in a few months it will be fine to bring a follow up notified motion once it’s in the decision stage?

Chair:
I believe so, but also in light of the notes that I provided to you earlier, we can only do that in area 5 or part 5 decision. So, sections 1, 2, 3 and 4 have to be concluded, and according to the information provided to me, we’re in part 3. 
So, when we get to part 5, we can address it at that point, but we’re forbidden to do so at this point. 

Councillor SRI:
Okay. I think I understand you. But just so I’ve got it 100% clear and so everyone watching is 100% clear, once we enter the stage 5, the decision stage, this Council has the power to pass a motion to the effect of section 3 of this motion?

Chair:
Yes. But I’m not going to call it back. You’ll have to propose it at that time.

Councillor SRI:
Sure, understood. That’s fine, thank you. So, with your permission, Chair, I might speak to section 1 and 2 of this motion.

Chair:
Please proceed.
Councillor LANDERS:
Point of order. 
Councillor SRI:
The development application for 93—

Chair:
We have a point of order; Councillor LANDERS.

Councillor LANDERS:
Yes, Mr Chair, I move: that Council now adjourn for afternoon tea for a period of 15 minutes which commences only when all Councillors have vacated the Chamber.

Councillor SRI:
I’m still moving a motion. Shouldn’t I finish moving the motion before that?

Chair:
Excuse me, yes, thank you. Councillor LANDERS, could I please ask for that motion to be presented at the conclusion of Councillor SRI’s presentation? Thank you. 
Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Thanks, Chair. So, the development application for 93 Logan Road, Woolloongabba, is lodged with regards to the Broadway Hotel. I won’t spend too much time explaining the location. Most Councillors should be aware of it and should understand that it’s the subject of a great deal of community concern. The hotel was functioning as a hotel up until around 2010 when it was damaged by fire, and since then has been left to rot and has gradually fallen into further disrepair, with subsequent fires and other forms of vandalism.


Council has previously received a development application for a 27-storey high rise on this site, and the Council had strong concerns about that development application in part because of its impacts on heritage. That previous development application, which Council had concerns about, was proposing to demolish similar parts of the hotel to this particular development application. So, this development application is proposing to demolish all of the one and two-storey wings of the hotel site as well as the World War II air raid shelter at the back of the site. All of these elements of the hotel are specifically listed on the Queensland State Heritage Register and are identified as being of important State significance. 


So, it’s obviously very concerning to myself and a lot of local residents that this development application has even been lodged, because it suggests that the owner wouldn’t bother even lodging the development application if they didn’t perceive that they had some chance of success.


So, what I’m hearing from the community is that the vast majority of residents do not support this demolition application. They do not support this historic building being partially or largely demolished, and believe that this would fundamentally undermine the heritage values of the site. 

The heritage values are, as I mentioned, listed clearly in the State Heritage Register, and I won’t enunciate them one by one, except to note that some of the elements which are proposed to be demolished, such as the World War II air raid shelter in particular, have very strong local significance, above and beyond their State heritage significance. 

They were built by locals, there’s a story in the local community that the air raid shelter was dug by students of Buranda Primary School down the road, so obviously even if the demolition of parts of the building might not impact its State heritage values, there’s a strong impact on the local heritage values, and this building falls on both the local heritage register and the State Heritage Register.

The broader concern here is that, if we allow this demolition application, if this building is allowed to be demolished, the very strong risk is that this sends a message to the owners of other heritage buildings around the city that they can adopt a similar strategy of essentially demolition by neglect. I am sure other Councillors have seen this in their own wards where an owner has an old building on the site that’s protected; that building becomes inconvenient in some way, and it would be easier for the owner if the building wasn’t there because then they could build a new high rise or a block of units on it, for example. 


The owner will then leave the site to slowly fall into disrepair and then eventually apply to Council or to the State Government, depending on the level of assessment, and say, sorry, this building can’t be saved, it’s too far gone, you have to let me demolish it. Now, if we allow those sorts of development applications to be approved, we’re sending a signal to the entire property industry that this is an acceptable strategy to pursue.

We are saying to everyone across the city: if you have an old building and Council won’t let you demolish it, you just have to wait until the building is in really bad repair; you just have to neglect it, let the rain get in, don’t repair vandalism, and eventually it will be so bad that Council will have no choice but to approve the demolition. That’s what we’re dealing with here. So, it’s not just about this one site, it’s about a broader pattern across the city, and about the fact that residents right across Brisbane are feeling frustrated that heritage buildings that are of significance to the community are not being protected satisfactorily from development. 

So, I’m very clear and firm in my view that I don’t think this demolition should be allowed. I don’t think we should be even negotiating partial demolition. It shouldn’t be a situation of, oh, we’ll require the developer to keep this part of the building and knock down that part of the building. We need to take a very hard line here, because if the owner is allowed to demolish even part of the building on the basis that the building has fallen into disrepair, the signal that will send to the broader community and the signal that will send to the property developers in particular will be really concerning, and will set a dangerous precedent for the city as a whole in terms of heritage protection.

So, my view remains that Council should buy back this site. We should be bringing it back into public ownership, restoring it as a community facility and using the—amalgamating this site with the Council-owned land around it. Council already owns a road reserve area at the corner of Balaclava Street and Logan Road to create a broader public park, which the hotel could sit in. The back side of the hotel could then be expanded as a community facility. 


There’s a lot of options for this site. It’s big enough for Council to use in a variety of ways, but the practical reality at the moment is that it won’t be financially viable for private developers to restore the hotel in its entirety when the market is in such a difficult situation. So, if we simply leave it in private ownership, the risk is that it will continue to deteriorate and we’ll see further development applications in the future, but there won’t actually be any clear pathway to restore and rehabilitate the hotel. 

So, I’m arguing very clearly that we need more community facilities in this area. We need more publicly owned facilities to cater for Woolloongabba’s rapidly growing population, so it would seem like that is a really good example of a building that can be restored as a community facility in a way that protects and respects its heritage values rather than simply allowing private owners to do whatever they want with the site. 

I’ll save further comments for wrapping up, but just to emphasise that the reason I’ve broken the motion into two parts is because I think it’s important to note that, even if we aren’t empowered today to reject the development application, we should at least note our concerns and note that the development application does indeed propose to demolish most of the hotel, and that that’s not something that this Council is generally supportive of. I’ll leave it there for now.

Chair:
Thank you. 
Councillor LANDERS, that point of order from earlier?

ADJOURNMENT:
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At that time, 4:09pm, it was resolved on the motion of Councillor Sandy LANDERS, seconded by Councillor Sarah HUTTON, that the meeting adjourn for a period of 15 minutes, to commence only when all Councillors had vacated the Chamber and the doors locked.
Council stood adjourned at 4:14pm.


UPON RESUMPTION:
Chair:
Councillors, welcome to the afternoon session. 
Are there further speakers on the resolution before us? 
Sorry, Councillor ADAMS, did you put your hand up?

DEPUTY MAYOR:
I saw Councillor JOHNSTON’s hand up so I—
Chair:
Excuse me. Sorry, Councillor JOHNSTON, I definitely saw your hand. Please go ahead.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
I saw Councillor COOK’s hand but I’m happy just to speak very briefly on this one. I didn’t see Councillor ADAMS at all, but I’m happy just to speak very briefly. 
When Councillor SRI approached me to second the motion, I was very happy to. Obviously this building is not far out of my ward. It’s had a very chequered history unfortunately and it’s very disappointing that the historic nature of the hotel is at risk from development. 

As the Chamber knows and as Brisbane residents know, I have moved motion after motion in the Council Chamber to try and protect all pre-46 homes and pre‑1911 homes. I don’t think our mapping and protection of character buildings, or historic building as this motion is worded, is enough. I don’t want to—I don’t to lose any more historic homes or buildings like the Broadway Hotel. 

Certainly, we lost a bomb shelter in Annerley just off Cracknell Road a few years ago because this Council didn’t recognise its significance and there are only a few left in Brisbane. So, certainly, I would support items 1 or 2—1 and 2 as put forward by Councillor Sri and myself. 

Certainly, I’d support item 3 so if the matter does come back to full Council and there is too much character being lost, then I would certainly support Council refusing the application given the concerns outlined by the local councillor, Councillor SRI.

Chair:
Further speakers? 
Councillor COOK.

Councillor COOK:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I rise to speak in support of the noticed motion on behalf of the Labor Opposition and as shadow planning chair. Mr Chair, back in September 2018, the Labor Opposition moved an urgency motion in this place to protect this site through temporary local planning instrument to create a special precinct to ensure any future development of the site was like for like. 

With the heritage listed Broadway Hotel, that motion at the time was supported by the five Labor councillors, Councillor SRI and Councillor JOHNSTON. Mr Chair, it was not supported by any of the LNP councillors in this place, including the LORD MAYOR. They did not support the protection of this site, nor did they believe the Broadway Hotel should be developed like for like.

Unlike the LNP, Mr Chair, Labor has consistently confirmed its support for the preservation of historic buildings around Brisbane. Our support is not limited to the Broadway Hotel, it extends to a range of historic buildings across the city, which is why we are happy to support paragraph 1 in this Notice of Motion before us today. Labor unequivocally confirms its support for the preservation of historic buildings across Brisbane.

In relation to paragraph 2 of the motion, Mr Chair, we of course have concerns that the development application proposes to demolish multiple elements of the State heritage listed Broadway Hotel, including the air raid shelter and other elements that Councillor SRI has already discussed.

It is unclear if the developer plans to develop the site of those demolitions with other buildings. It is also unclear if it is the developer’s intention to restore and retain the hotel. Those questions, Mr Chair, remain unanswered and we would like to know what those plans are.

Mr Chair, Labor’s position is that we do not support any demolition or development that would compromise the heritage value of the Broadway Hotel. 

Mr Chair, the question for this Chamber today is whether or not the LNP administration and LORD MAYOR agrees with that position. Today, we will hear what their priorities are. 

Mr Chair, we know that almost every time this issue has been discussed, the LNP administration has taken every opportunity to shift the blame to the State Government. It is now time for the LNP to stand with us and take the heritage of the city seriously. We support this motion today and want Council and all councillors to commit to ensuring the preservation and rehabilitation of the Broadway Hotel.

Chair:
Further speakers? 
Councillor ADAMS?

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I wish to speak on the amended motion before us and support it in full. First of all, I refer to point number one, that Brisbane City Council confirms its support for the preservation of historic buildings around Brisbane and this is absolutely true. We support this and we outline exactly why we support this because we back it up with actions as well.


For many years now, Council has been researching the significance of Brisbane properties and putting them onto our heritage register. Right now, there are over 2,000 places on our register and with more being added all the time. From old churches, war bunkers, family homes, statues, monuments, our register is a database designed to keep heritage front and centre when it comes to promoting our history.


In addition to this, we are continually bringing forward city plan amendment packages which recognise properties deserving that protection as well.


Now, whether it be tin and timber Queenslanders or the unique art deco apartment complexes peppered across Brisbane, it is important to remember the important contribution they make to the streetscape and the role they play in keeping Brisbane’s identity.


That’s why we have introduced a set of guidelines for homeowners wanting to renovate their character properties with a modern touch on alterations and extensions for that design guide because we support the preservation of historic buildings around Brisbane.


We have been successful in some part, lobbying the State Government to grant powers to allow us to issue a repair notice to locally listed heritage buildings but the difficulty comes here when it is a State listed building. We have moved protection heritage properties using TLPIs (Temporary Local Planning Instrument) like we’ve done in Coorparoo, in Milton, in Nudgee and Kangaroo Point. We’ve moved swiftly to do this and thank the State for their cooperation when they do come ahead and approve with them.


So we are seeking and happy to seek on behalf of the administration and confirm and support for the preservation of historic buildings around Brisbane, including the Broadway Hotel. We have always supported heritage and we always will.


On the second part of the motion, Brisbane City Council notes with concern that the impact assessable development application for 93 Logan Road, Woolloongabba, proposes to demolish multiple elements of the State heritage listed Broadway Hotel and we are also noting with concern the development application to partially demolish the Broadway Hotel.


We hope that the State Government will undertake a very thorough assessment of this application to ensure that all heritage features of the building are retained. 

Now, I hear from Councillor COOK that we just shove it up to the State Government and blame the State Government. This is not a blame game. This is what the legislation requires and you need to be very aware, when a development application is lodged on a State heritage listed building, Council has to refer that application to SARA, the State Assessment Referral Agency, as it is known. It is then the State Government that either approves the application or refuses it.

We have made this very, very clear with the applicant and we have also asked the State Government on many occasions around this, that we do not support the demolishment as well. It’s extremely important that they take a full and thorough assessment of the application before them and give us their guidance.

What could be prevented, however, is something that Councillor SRI brought up and that is the disrepair that we’re seeing in this building. This could have been easily prevented if the State Government had issued an essential repair and maintenance notice to the property owner. We have been calling on them to do this since October 2018. I have lost count of the TLPIs we’ve brought in since 2018 to make sure that we save heritage in Brisbane but despite issuing notices on other properties around the state, they have not done this on the Broadway Hotel.

It just comes down to political will, which is currently, apparently totally lacking when it comes to the local representative Jackie Trad, or maybe Minister Enoch, in the Department as well.

They have issued stop work orders, exemption certificates and a lot of media releasing saying it’s not their problem but they refuse to issue one basic notice which could have prevented this whole saga. Do the hotel up, repair it and maintain it and there would be no application for demolishing because it would be in a good state of repair.

If we had the powers to issue this notice, we absolutely would. We have to opt for the limited powers that we have underneath the Building Act. We do this, solely on the understanding that the State does not intend to use the appropriate powers that are actually available to them at this time.

As such, Council’s position remains that the only way to appropriately preserve the heritage of the Broadway Hotel is to use the powers available to the State under the Heritage Act and we implore them to do that. This would prevent any development application that we are currently talking about today.

As mentioned, as I stood—or I rose to speak on this, we are happy to support this motion before Chambers today and I note the enthusiasm that Councillor JOHNSTON has to get involved in city planning issues even if she doesn’t want to be on my committee. Thank you, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Further speakers? Further speakers? 
I will now call Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Thanks, Chair and I’d like to thank the Councillors in this Chamber for their support of the motion. I’m very grateful to hear that the Independent Councillor, the Labor Councillors and the LNP Councillors all support the motion in its current form.


I won’t labour the point, I’m mindful of time but I do just want to emphasise how important this building is to the community. Not just in terms of the built form itself but in the stories that are attached to this place and in the—its symbolic value as a heritage building that’s deserving of protection more generally.


What happens to the Broadway Hotel in terms of its future, reflects on this Council Administration and on the State Government. I guess one of my concerns in response to Councillor ADAMS’ comments is that it might not be quite correct to say that the development application is referred to the State Government and then the State Government decides whether to approve it. 

I don’t want to put words in Councillor ADAMS’ mouth, but my understanding of the process is that the State Assessment Referral Agency, SARA, is a referral agency. So, we refer the development application to them in regards to the elements of the development application that impact upon or potentially impact upon State heritage. Then the State Government provides that advice back to Council. 

So, it’s the case that even if—ultimately, Council is still called upon to make a decision about this development application. So, it gets referred to the State Government, State Government looks at the heritage impacts, provides advice, but it still comes back to Council for a final decision.

Now, it is actually possible to have a scenario where the State Government says look, the changes to this building don’t undermine its State heritage significance and for the State Government to reach that conclusion, but for Council to still decide that the partial demolition of the building would undermine its local heritage significance or would have other negative impacts on the community.

So hypothetically, for example, the State Government might say, look these demolition changes aren’t significant enough to impact the State heritage listing, I would obviously disagree with that view, but if the State Government came to that view, it would still be open to Council to conclude that the general public interest is not served by approving this impact assessable development application and that’s the view I would be advocating.

So, I’m very cautious of opening up a rhetorical framework where this Administration can simply say, oh, it’s up to the State Government and if the State Government approves it, we will approve it to. That definitely should not be the mindset that the Chair of City Planning has taken and I’m not saying that’s what the Chair has said, so far, but I just want to be very clear that ultimately, Council still has to make a decision about this.

I’m very firmly of the view that we should not support demolition, even partial demolition, of this hotel. Even if the State Government says it’s alright do so, because of that broader precedent I mentioned earlier. The real concern here is that the owner of the property will say, look, the buildings are too far gone to be saved. We have to demolish because they’re unsafe. They’re termite-ridden, whatever. We can’t retain them.

But if we approve that, that sends a signal to every other owner of a heritage building throughout the city so I want to be 100% clear for anyone who is listening at home. Yes, the State Government is a referral agency for this development application but Council still has to make an ultimately determination as well. And so, it will be really important that when Council does eventually have to make that decision, we make the right decision and refuse this development application.

But above and beyond that, we still need to have a long-term plan for this property. It would be really disappointing if Council simply said no, you can’t demolish the hotel and then the building just sits there vacant for another 10 years. 

It has literally been there for a decade now and clearly leaving it in private ownership isn’t leading to the hotel being restored or rejuvenated. In fact, it is leading to the hotel deteriorating further. So, it’s good to hear that the Council Administration has concerns about this demolition and doesn’t seem to be supportive of the demolition application.

But it is really important that this Council administration takes responsibility for ensuring this hotel is restored in a manner that is sympathetic to its heritage values and ideally, brought into public ownership so that it can be restored as a community facility. A live music venue. A space that can be enjoyed by the broader public. That’s what needs to happen for this site.

There is a real shortage of community facilities in the central part of Woolloongabba due to the rapid densification of that neighbourhood. We really need more public parks and green spaces, public parks and community centres and venue spaces. The Broadway Hotel site would be ideally located to serve that dual purpose.

So, once again, very grateful for—to all the Councillors for saying no, or at least expressing concerns about this development application but really want to emphasise that the job is not yet done and it is up to this Council Administration to take responsibility for ensuring that the hotel is restored as a community facility going forward.

Hopefully, this will send a strong message to the property industry that we are not going to let these buildings fall into disrepair and that we as a Council are going to take responsibility for ensuring they’re maintained and restored going forward. Thanks.
Chair:
Thank you. I will now put the motion. All those in favour of items 1 and 2. 
Items 1 and 2 put

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of Items 1 and 2 of the report of the Notified Motion was declared carried on the voices.

Thereupon, Councillors Jonathan SRI and Kara COOK immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared carried.
The voting was as follows:

AYES: 27 -
The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, and Councillors Greg ADERMANN, Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Tracy DAVIS, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, Sarah HUTTON, Sandy LANDERS, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, Peter MATIC, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Angela OWEN, Steven TOOMEY, Andrew WINES, and the Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Jared CASSIDY, and Councillors Kara COOK, Peter CUMMING, Steve GRIFFITHS, Charles STRUNK, Jonathan SRI and Nicole JOHNSTON.

NOES: Nil.
PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS:

Chair:
Alright, councillors are there any new petitions? 
Councillor CASSIDY?
Councillor CASSIDY:
Thanks, Chair. I have two petitions which are—we’ve been attempting to send through to the Committee Clerks. The first one, opposing a six-storey development in Sandgate as part of the Sandgate Neighbourhood Plan. 
The second is requesting direct access in the Sikh Temple at 101 Lemke Road, Taigum.

Chair: 
Councillor MATIC?

Councillor MATIC:
Thanks, Mr Chair. I did email it through but for the purposes of the record, I just wanted to make sure. It’s an email—sorry, it’s a petition of residents in Bardon in regard to reducing the speed limit on Simpsons and Chiswick Roads.

Chair:
Councillor DAVIS?

Councillor DAVIS:
Thank you, Chair. I have a petition from 581 petitioners requesting that Council take every opportunity to acquire numbers 409, 411, 415, 427, 432 and 440 Becket Road at Bridgeman Downs, for the purpose of a wildlife corridor across Beckett Road, between Cabbage Tree Creek to Dawn Road Reserve.

Chair:
Councillor COOK?

Councillor COOK:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I’ve got two petitions that again were sent through but I’m just unsure if they’ve been received. One is a petition for Council to provide more bike trails in the East Brisbane and Coorparoo areas. 

And the other is to stop a development application at 95 Barton Road and 27 Jenolan Avenue in Hawthorne.

Chair:
Are there any other petitions? I don’t see any hands being raised, may I please have a resolution to accept those please?
Councillor LANDERS.
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It was resolved on the motion of Councillor Sandy LANDERS, seconded by Councillor Kara COOK, that the petitions as presented be received and referred to the Committee concerned for consideration and report.

The petitions were summarised as follows:

	File No.
	Councillor
	Topic

	CA20/395876
	Jared Cassidy
	Requesting Council not include 6 storey zoning in the Sandgate Neighbourhood Plan study area, in particular the Sandgate Village Centre on Brighton Road, from First to Sixth Avenues (Area A), and around Einbunpin Lagoon from Rainbow Street to Burnett Place (Area B), as proposed by Council’s Sandgate District Neighbourhood Plan draft strategy

	CA20/457977
	Jared Cassidy
	Requesting direct access into Sikh Temple at 101 Lemke Road, Taigum

	CA20/384062
	Peter Matic
	Requesting Council reduce the speed limit on Simpsons and Chiswick Roads, Bardon, from 60 km/h to 50 km/h in the interest of public safety

	CA20/467918
	Tracy Davis
	Requesting Council acquire 409, 411, 415, 427, 432 and 440 Beckett Road, Bridgeman Downs, for purpose of a wildlife corridor across Beckett Road

	CA20/479602
	Kara Cook
	Requesting Council provide more bike trails in the East Brisbane and Coorparoo areas 

	CA20/479212
	Kara Cook
	Requesting Council stop a development application at 95 Barton Road and 27 Jenolan Avenue in Hawthorne


GENERAL BUSINESS:

Chair:
Councillors, I will now draw your attention to General Business. Councillors are there any statements required as a result of Council Conduct Review Panel order? 
Councillor OWEN.
Councillor OWEN:
I wish to make a statement in relation to a decision made by the CCRP (Council Conduct Review Panel) and provided to me on 18 March 2020. Today, I would like to place my personal statement on the public record in regard to this matter. 

Despite false insinuations by members of the Opposition, I did not use my CabCharge at any time for personal purposes to travel to any hospital. These were errors made by the CabCharge reporting system and is substantiated in writing by the relevant cab company.

Under the Council policy, AP193, no guidelines were ever issued to me in relation to the use of the CabCharge card for Chairman. In the absence of any Council guidelines, I applied the principles of the Commonwealth Parliamentary Policy under section 6(1)(d) of the PBR Act as a basis for my official duties.

I was invited in an official capacity to attend two events at Boondall by a sponsor of a major event in my ward, of which I am Patron, and I would not have otherwise received this invitation. 

When the first Brisbane City Council policy guidelines relating to CabCharge use by a Chairman was introduced in late 2019 and it was provided to me, I applied this policy retrospectively, despite being under no obligation to do so, and voluntarily repaid amounts which related to the performance of my role that then did not meet the tighter guidelines of the newly introduced policy.

I respect the legislative structure under which we operate and in accordance with the City of Brisbane Act, where a decision has been made by the CCRP, in the absence of any right of appeal, I am required to comply with the decision as handed down by the CCRP. As such, I have been required by the CCRP to provide the Council Chamber with an apology and I do so herewith.

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
Okay thanks, everybody.

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
Thank you, Councillors. We will now—any further matters of General Business? Yes? 
Councillor CUMMING.

Councillor CUMMING:
Yes, thank you, Mr Chair. I wish to provide a report on the results of the 2020 Brisbane City Council election. First to the mayoralty. Adrian Schrinner was elected as Lord Mayor of Brisbane. On the latest figures on the ECQ website, he received 56.32% of the vote after preferences. This was down 3.19% compared to Graham Quirk’s results in 2016. Nevertheless, it was a convincing victory. 

However, it is still a position where Labor could win in 2024. The liberal margin in the mayoralty has dropped from 68.3% in 2012 to 59.51 in 2016 to 56.32 in 2020. The trend is all one way.

Despite the massive advantages of administration and the massive amount of rate payer funded advertising on brochures about the metro, Brisbetter, Victoria Park et cetera, et cetera, social media, numerous other forms of advertising, the LNP lord mayoral vote went backwards.

I now turn to the wards. There were no changes in any of the wards which I sadly predicted before the election. However, there were some very interesting results. 

Enoggera, the closest result for Labor was in Enoggera. Our original candidate, Amanda Ronan-Hearn had run in 2016. In 2012, LNP councillor Andrew WINES had received 65.55% of the vote. In 2016, Amanda slashed this margin, it was 54.78% to Andrew WINES and 45.24% to Amanda. A swing of 10.79%. Now, unfortunately, Amanda had to pull out as the candidate due to ill health and Labor’s new candidate Jonty Bush who, with very limited campaigning time or funding, further slashed Councillor WINES’ margin to 51.83%, a further drop of 2.9%.

In terms of votes, Councillor WINES won by only 785 votes. Councillor WINES, a word of advice, I suggest you enjoy this term in Council as it is likely to be your last.

Northgate. The other very close result for the second election in a row was Northgate. Councillor Adam ALLAN won with 51.85% of the vote, which was a margin of 839 votes. Councillor ALLAN’s margin in 2016 was 778 votes. Now, Councillor ALLAN, I have been in this Chamber for quite a while. I could point out numerous examples of successful local councillors who get elected by small margins in their first term then work their ward hard and turn their margin around to about 10% at the second election. Councillor ALLAN, in your first term you managed to get an increase of 61 votes. In short, you have gone nowhere. Now, Councillor, I place you in the same category as Councillor WINES and—urge you to enjoy your last term in council.

Now, there is another issue I need to raise in relation to Enoggera and Northgate. That is the issue of Compulsory Preferential Voting, or CPV, as it is known. CPV is the system used at Commonwealth and State levels. It means you have to fill in all—
Chair:
Councillor CUMMING? Peter? Councillor CUMMING? We’re missing you. This has been really good. Councillor CUMMING?

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Well point of order, Mr Chair. Just as you did for Councillor Adam Allan, you are going to have to let him start from the very beginning and—
Chair:
No, Councillor JOHNSTON—
Councillor interjecting.
Chair:
No, no, Councillor JOHNSTON, that was an act of disorder. Please, just because you can interject doesn’t mean you should. 
Councillor CUMMING? Can someone who has his phone number text him, please? He’s just—
Councillors interjecting.

Chair:
God—
Councillor interjecting.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Point of order.

Chair:
Point of order, Councillor JOHNSTON?

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Thank you Mr Chair. I look forward to you applying your ruling from earlier again.

Chair:
It’s already been discussed.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Plus, can I just say, we can’t keep—
Chair:
No, Councillor JOHNSTON—
Councillor JOHNSTON:
—committee meetings where people can’t—
Chair:
No, you can’t just say.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Well—
Chair:
No, you can’t just say.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Well are we in a meeting or not? Because how you—
Chair:
Can someone please contact Councillor CUMMING and get him to—
Councillor JOHNSTON:
—meeting.

Councillors interjecting.

Chair:
Thank you.

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
He’s prepared so much. Alright, I think what we’re going to have to do, we’ll come back. We’re going to have to come back to Councillor CUMMING. 
So, are there any further matters of General Business? 
Councillor JOHNSTON?

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes and I hope Councillor CUMMING looks up and see—can you hear me okay?

Chair:
Yes.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Good, good. I hope Councillor CUMMING looks up and he can see because I was thoroughly enjoying that. I too would like to provide a report on the election. Just a few brief comments and I am very surprised that Councillor CUMMING actually left out Paddington Ward but perhaps he’s talking about that now because I suspect Councillor MATIC had a near death experience and I don’t know if he was feeling confident all the way through but certainly, 300 votes seems to be a fairly narrow margin.


I would just like to place on the record, my thanks to Tennyson Ward president—residents, who have re-elected me with a 23.44% margin, which is quite extraordinary. I have—with the changes in the boundary, I have managed to retain all of the votes from last time and given the problematic candidate that the Liberals put forward, I was expecting actually to lose quite a few votes and perhaps normal levels of transmission would be resumed but I’m very grateful for the ward for sticking with me.


I look forward to working for my residents, including the new area of Oxley that is in Tennyson Ward, over the next four years. We’re off to a flying start there, thank you to Councillor GRIFFITHS, whose parks legacy projects are still being delivered. I’m very grateful.


I just want to place on the record my observations about the election and it was quite a remarkable result. I think there are three things that seemed to happen during the election campaign. Obviously, coronavirus, the LORD MAYOR and the LNP used their incumbency to—oh, Councillor CUMMING, you’re going to get another 10 minutes so we’re looking forward to that.

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON, stick to your notes, please.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, I—well I’ve just got my little—my stats but look, coronavirus obviously impacted and that has a fairly profound effect in the last two weeks of the campaign from my observation. (2) The State Labor Government chopped their colleagues here in Council off at the knees by getting rid of compulsory preferential voting.


I think that whilst the LNP would have retained office, there were seats that both the Greens and Labor would have won. I’m not a fan of compulsory preferential voting—
Chair:
Okay—
Councillor JOHNSTON:
—vote one is fine with me but it would have been a different result and seats would have changed hands if the State Labor Government hadn’t gone to jelly and abandoned their Labor colleagues.


Then thirdly, I think there’s probably some issues around the fact that the Labor campaign didn’t cut through. The LNP campaign itself was a bit lack lustre apart from all the advertising but I guess that was a very deliberate strategy to run a small target campaign.


But what I would like to just leave residents and all the councillors listening, of the 20 LNP councillors, including the Lord Mayor, 11 wards—in 11 LNP wards, more people voted for someone other than the LNP. I’ll just let everybody know which wards they were. That’s on the first preference vote. Obviously two party preferred, it’s a different result but in 11 cases, more people voted for someone else, other than the elected councillor they actually got.


So, first one was the LORD MAYOR. He got 47.74% of the vote. Councillor OWEN, who I think Councillor OWEN and Councillor MACKAY, so Calamvale and Walter Taylor are both very safe LNP seats. I think they had 13% swings against them. It was just quite extraordinary. So, Calamvale 48.3, Coorparoo Ward 44.87, Enoggera 45.1, Holland Park 48.44, Marchant 49.37, Northgate 46.7, Paddington 45.45, Pullenvale 41.68 and Walter Taylor 46.88.


Now, there are 11 councillors here who I—their residents did not want them, they wanted someone else. Whether that was a Green, that was Labor, or in some cases, there were some fantastic Independents running in different seats who did secure a few percentage points of the vote.


So, when the LNP starts crowing over the course of the next four years about how well they did in the election campaign, they scraped over the line. Scraped over the line is my observation about the election and having done the pendulum and had a look at the 10 seats under five per cent, I think Councillor CUMMING, to coin your phrase, I don’t think it’s just Councillor WINES who needs to be enjoying their term here, but there are quite a number of other councillors who are sitting on very, very tiny margins.


Now, there are a few councillors that actually did really well and I just observe Councillor McLACHLAN, so I can see why Councillor HOWARD fought very hard to retain that part of Newstead that she lost to Councillor McLACHLAN because his primary vote went up big time and up to 63, I think it was. So he did extremely well.


Councillor GRIFFITHS, his vote up to 20% on the two party prefer as well. So well done to Councillor GRIFFITHS and I see all the Labor councillors managed to increase their vote, as did Councillor SRI in the The Gabba. 


So I’d just—my observation with all of this is that it’s very unfortunate when the LNP think that they have a mandate to do whatever they want. I just say to all of the LNP councillors out there, particularly the 11 out of 20 of you where people in your wards voted for someone other than you—through you, Mr Chair, of course. That this is something that you should take into account when you are making decisions on behalf of the city. 


It’s not just about supporting the LNP and supporting your party. You need to be fair to all people in the City of Brisbane and certainly to residents in my ward, for example, who miss out on pretty much everything because they vote for me.


So, I would just say to you, use caution. You are there for the grace of a few extra votes and falling across the line with your two PP (party preferred) vote but residents in 11 of 20 of your wards wanted somebody else. 

I would ask the LORD MAYOR and all the LNP councillors to take into account the fact that this city is made up of people with really divergent views and those views should not be ignored because their own party position is what is driving them forward without consultation with others. Without consideration of others. That is not a good way to govern the city. That is how you governed last term and your vote has fallen citywide by about four percent, or just under four percent.

I think there is a very serious message in there for you. Whilst you might have retained your numbers, you scraped over the line.

Chair:
Alright, further speakers? 
Councillor SRI?

Councillor SRI:
Thanks, Chair. I just wanted to speak a little bit more—briefly, about the opportunities presented to us by the pandemic shutdown and the surge we’re seeing in active transport around the neighbourhood and to place very clearly on the record, my support for temporary trials of separated bike lanes along more of the major corridors around my electorate.


I note that before the council election, Councillor CUNNINGHAM identified that the Stanley Street corridor in particular was a really good opportunity for separated bike lanes. I strongly endorse that position and I agree that Stanley Street is a really good opportunity for some separated bike lanes. For Councillors who don't know that eastern end of Stanley Street it's a very wide part of the corridor, and it has the existing width to accommodate separated bike lanes in many cases without even losing any street parking. You would just have to slot the bike lanes in alongside without actually taking away parking.


So, Stanley Street east in particular I think is a really important missing link to connect the existing Woolloongabba bikeway through to the Norman Creek bikeway, and I think there's a really positive opportunity there that should be explored further.


Similarly, I've obviously been advocating already for separated bike lanes along Vulture Street between West End and Woolloongabba, and again I think that's a really positive opportunity that we should be exploring closely and actually listen to the community, because the community is telling us loud and clear that in the inner-city they want more space for cycling. They want more space for pedestrians.


Pedestrians don't like having to share narrow footpaths with fast-moving e‑scooters, and the solution there is simply to create separated bike lanes that can be used by cyclists and fast-moving e-scooters, rather than having them share the narrow footpath with pedestrians, or to share busy and dangerous roadways.


So I'm looking forward to the coming term of Council and working closely with Councillor MURPHY in particular to achieve some positive outcomes in this respect, but I just want to flag to the Administration in general I'm very happy to work collaboratively and willing to come to the table.


My concern is that in the past unfortunately the Administration has sometimes rushed consultation processes or undergone a form of consultation which I think hasn't been particularly effective at winning public support, and in some cases was actively damaging.


So, I hope that the Administration will be open to relying on my advice and insight as a local councillor about what projects are likely to get support. In the past there have been projects in my ward where the Council has said we want to go out to consultation with this and I've said I don't support the project, I don't think the community's going to support the project and then the Council has still proceeded to go out to consultation on it. Then surprise, surprise there's been a really strong public backlash and that's wasted a lot of time and money for Council officers. It's generated a lot of additional correspondence.


So, just wanting to flag that I feel I have a good read of my community's values. I'm not pretending it's a homogenous community. I know that there's a diversity of views locally, but I would encourage and ask the Council Administration to work with me closely and to bounce ideas off me and develop consultation plans collaboratively with me, rather than using a stock standard consultation approach that's determined by the Administration and then tends to cause further division in the community going forward.


Just briefly in terms of other opportunities around active and public transport, I also want to again highlight the importance of the new CityCat terminal for the western side of West End. Unfortunately this project seems to have dropped off the Council agenda to some extent because the Council Administration fails to comprehend how densely developed West End in particular is becoming.


The South Brisbane riverside neighbourhood plan from back in 2010 identified the need for a new CityCat terminal at the western side of the West End peninsular, and I think that need is now growing stronger and stronger. We've seen increasing traffic congestion along a lot of our major corridors and there's certainly really strong community support for creating another high capacity public transport option for that western side of the peninsular.


Now I know that Council is looking for infrastructure projects that will generate job opportunities while also delivering a positive benefit for the community. The West End CityCat terminal has very, very strong public support. We already obviously have the standard terminal designs, and so to some extent there's not going to be the same need for long term public consultation and back and forth discussions about whether to go ahead with it and how the terminal should be designed exactly.


We've already done a lot of that initial consultation and we know that a CityCat terminal would be widely supported by the community. So rather than kicking the can further down the road, I think now when the Council is looking for infrastructure projects that are close to shovel ready, maybe we should have another look at that Victoria Street CityCat terminal proposal.


I'm mindful that some in the Administration might be of the view that we should wait until the footbridges are designed and completed before we start looking at other transport options for the peninsular, but I don't think that's an appropriate strategy. I think the proposal for a footbridge between West End and Toowong and the proposal for a new CityCat terminal are complimentary rather than mutually exclusive. They fill different public transport roles and move people in different ways and in different directions.


So long term the western side of West End is going to need both a footbridge to Toowong and additional high capacity public transport options. Unless there's some plan to send the Metro down Montague Road, which I think is going to be very expensive and difficult given the constraints of that corridor, a CityCat terminal is probably one of our best options. That to my mind is the option that's going to have the most community support.


So, I want to again encourage the Administration that in the coming budget session to at least consider putting some funding towards studying that proposal. Maybe a simple business case or initial valuation to double-check whether that's still a good idea. It wouldn't take much. Just allocate a little bit of staff time to explore the idea in greater depth, but certainly I think there's very strong community support for the proposal.


It was identified as necessary in the South Brisbane riverside neighbourhood plan and I think now is a really good time to proceed with those kinds of public transport infrastructure projects. They're going to get ticks all around so it's a win-win idea. I might leave it at that but thanks for listening.

Chair:
I might go to Councillor CUMMING first and then I'll go to Councillor ADERMANN. 
Councillor CUMMING can you hear us?

Councillor CUMMING:
I can, yes.

Chair:
Now you have an option. You can either continue from the Northgate section of your speech or you can read it all again.

Councillor CUMMING:
I'm happy to just go Northgate if that's okay. I don't want to—
Chair:
You can proceed from there. Can you just—every now and then just look up just in case please.

Councillor CUMMING:
Yes, okay.

Chair:
Thank you. Please proceed.

Councillor CUMMING:
You ready?

Chair:
Please go ahead.

Councillor CUMMING:
Okay. Northgate—the other very close result for the second election in a row was Northgate. Councillor Adam ALLAN won with 51.85% of the vote which was a margin of 839 votes. Councillor ALLAN's margin in 2016 was 778 votes.


Now Councillor ALLAN and I have been in this Chamber for quite a while. I could point out numerous examples of successful local Councillors. They get elected by a small margin in their first term, then work their ward hard and turn their margin around to about 10% at their second election.


Councillor ALLAN in your first term you managed to get an increase of 61 votes. In short, you have gone nowhere. Now Councillor ALLAN I place you in the same category at Councillor WINES and urge you to enjoy your last term in Council.


Now there is another issue I need to raise in relation to Enoggera and Northgate Wards. That is the issue of compulsory preferential voting, or CPV, as it is known. CPV is a system used at commonwealth and state elections. It means you have to fill in all but the last square on your ballot paper. It means you have to make a choice between each of the candidates as to who's your first, second and third et cetera preferences.


CPV at Council level is state Labor Party policy and it was included in draft legislation to amend the City of Brisbane Act. It seemed to be all set to be announced and then it was abandoned. Those involved in the BCC Labor campaign were devastated and there were consequences. The number of exhausted votes in both Enoggera and Northgate were such that under CPV the Labor candidates would have won each ward. In Northgate this is the second election in a row that this has occurred.


Now these are not the only wards where CPV would have made a difference. In the ward of Paddington the Greens candidate would have won. Councillor Peter MATIC fell over the line by 311 votes, which is a paltry margin of 50.71%  to 49.29.


Subsequently Councillor MATIC is not in Civic Cabinet. This could be for non‑performance or having the hide to stand against Councillor SCHRINNER for the Lord Mayoral position, but I have another reason. Councillor MATIC knows if he stands again in Paddington he will lose. In political terms he is terminal.


So, Councillor MATIC will be retiring some time in the last 12 months before the 2024 election because he knows if he stands again in Paddington he will lose. At least Councillor MATIC has had several terms on E&C (Establishment and Coordination Committee). The same could not be said for Councillor Fiona HAMMOND in Marchant who was dumped after one term in E&C.


Now I thought this was a bit rough on Councillor HAMMOND. Sure her committee was something of a blood sport in the last term. It was mainly Councillor HAMMOND—
Councillor SRI:
Point of order, Chair.

Chair:
Point of order Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Will Councillor CUMMING take a question?

Councillor CUMMING:
No.

Chair:
Councillor CUMMING will you take a question?

Councillor CUMMING:
No. Just getting in a flow into my speech, sorry Councillor SRI.

Chair:
He's declined Councillor SRI. Please proceed.

Councillor CUMMING:
It was mainly Councillor HAMMOND's blood having been drawn by Councillor JOHNSTON. Also Councillor HAMMOND, votes’ on the slide. In 2012 it was 66.89%, more than two to one, two party preferred. In 2016 it was 58.27%, a drop of 8.62% and in 2020 it was 54.98%, a further drop of 3.29%. With a track record like that perhaps E&C was not a good option. Perhaps changing her name from King to Hammond was not a good choice. Perhaps voters did not know who they were voting for. I doubt Councillor HAMMOND will face the electors in 2024.


Finally, I wish to deal with the ward where Labor achieved its greatest swing of all, Calamvale. Now talk about a strong trend against a sitting Councillor over several terms. Well Councillor OWEN takes the cake. In 2012 she received 67.06% of the two party preferred vote, in 2016 she received 64.74%, but in this election her vote collapsed to 52.23%, a swing of 12.51%.


Now Councillor OWEN, this takes some explaining. Did it have something to do with the finding against you in relation to Cabcharge? I know it had a lot to do with the excellent campaign run against you by Labor's James Martin and many members of the local community. Did it have something to do with your racing to desert local government at the drop of a hat and run for the Federal seat of Moreton at the 2019 Federal Election, or what about closing Illaweena Street against the advice of the engineers? 


The finding by the CCRP was that the complaint against you was substantiated—
Chair:
Councillor CUMMING can you please refer to Councillors in the third person please.

Councillor CUMMING:
Sorry. The finding against Councillor OWEN by the Council Complaints Review Panel was that the complaint was substantiated and proven in relation to a complaint of misconduct. That you were found to have engaged in misconduct and that in the exercise of discretion it was ordered and directed by way of the sanction that you receive from the Chief Executive Officer counselling with respect to the misconduct, and how not to repeat such misconduct, with specific instruction and counselling upon the role, ethics and duty of being a Councillor in local government and the primacy of the public interest.


I would have loved to be a fly on the wall to listen to that. Of course you were also ordered to make an apology to myself and an apology to Councillors at the Council meeting, which you've done today. Now Councillor OWEN, Mr Martin will be on your case for the next four years, so I would be aware—I would be very aware of Mr Martin's campaigning.


Other poor results for the LNP were Bracken Ridge where Labor's Cath Palmer achieved a 6.43% swing over Councillor LANDERS to reduce Councillor LANDERS' margin to 54.15%. Councillor LANDERS has had 12 months to establish herself in the ward, but apparently the voters don't particularly like what they see.


The same could be said for Councillor MACKAY in Walter Taylor, where the LNP vote dropped 12.58% against the Greens to 53.94%. Now Councillor MACKAY is no Councillor SIMMONDS, but in 12 months he has turned Walter Taylor into a marginal ward.


The Greens will be hoping you keep up the good work Councillor MACKAY and that you hand Walter Taylor over to them on a plate in four years' time. Thank you.

Chair:
Now Councillor ADERMANN. Councillors I would remind you all that this is Councillor ADERMANN's first or maiden speech and I ask for quiet and offer him the courtesy of silence through his maiden speech. 
Councillor ADERMANN welcome.

Councillor ADERMANN:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I am proud and humble to speak here today for the first time as the new Councillor representing the Pullenvale Ward under the banner of the Queensland Liberal National Party. This, and Councillor HUTTON's maiden speech next week, are being delivered in unique circumstances, via video conference, which might be a first in Australian political history, but we do live in unique times.


Let me start by thanking the majority of residents in my ward who put their trust in me to represent them in City Hall for the next four years. It's an unbelievable honour to serve and my pledge to everyone, irrespective of who they voted for, is to work hard and tirelessly in their interests and not let them down.


I am also proud to be a member of team Schrinner and I congratulate the LORD MAYOR on what he achieved on 28 March. To win the Lord Mayoralty vote the way he did was one thing, but to retain all 19 wards is another. Your message LORD MAYOR that experience matters in such times clearly resonated with the electorate, but winning another term after 16 years of continuous LNP Administration in City Hall is a monumental achievement and something of which you can be very proud.


I come into the role of an elected public official at the most challenging time imaginable. Who would have thought at the start of my journey in late January that the world would look like it does at the moment. As the LORD MAYOR reminded us after the election, we all needed to get back and work quickly as possible and do whatever we could in our communities to assist in Brisbane's recovery efforts. That's what I've been doing, working with my fellow federal and state representatives, local community groups and leaders, to identify those at most risk who need help. 


Mr Chair, my life and professional experience has prepared me well for the challenges that await. I come from a simple background, being born and bred and educated in Kingaroy and living on a farm for a number of years. My working career began in country and regional newspapers and television, before moving to Brisbane to pursue my dream of becoming a State Government ministerial press secretary.


After eight years in that role I evolved into a communications and marketing executive in the corporate world, which I did until seeking preselection in this ward. 


In 1991 my wife, Cia, and I built our home at Chapel Hill, raised our family and we still live there today. We part-owned and managed a small business at Kenmore for about five years, and have been active in local school and community groups, building many friendships that will last a lifetime.


I am proud to be a member of the Kenmore Rotary Club and intend remaining so and helping out with the outstanding work they do whenever I can.


I'm also proud to be a life member of the Kenmore Bears Junior AFL Club despite the fact I've never kicked an AFL ball in my life. Together with a number of other local parents we helped save what was a battling club, and I look forward with pride seeing how the current group of volunteer parents have taken it to another level.


During my campaign I engaged with a number of local community groups including the Kenmore Bears to hear about their issues and expectations. Whether it was the ladies' aquatic group at the Bellbowrie pool or the locals concerned about Council's plans for the Merri Merri dog off-leash park, it was important to learn what mattered to them.


I promised then and will honour my undertaking to be available, transparent, consultative and accountable as their local representative. I won't advocate a position to Council until I'm certain about what my constituents think first.


It was pretty obvious early into my campaign what the main issues were. In no particular order the proposed Bellbowrie Green Bridge, traffic congestion on Moggill Road, improved public transport services and the need for a local community centre.


Given that three of those have a common theme, I was excited to be appointed to Council's Public and Active Transport Committee. I look forward to working with my colleague, Councillor MURPHY, as its Chair to determine the strategy for how we can take these services to another level, not only in my ward but for our great city.


Mr Chair, in the remaining time available I would like to acknowledge those who helped me get to where I am today. As I indicated earlier, I am proud to have been given the opportunity to represent my community under the banner of the Liberal National Party. I was born into a strong conservative family which has a proud history of serving the community, country and party in its various forms during the past 70 years.


My grandfather, Sir Charles Adermann, was a long-serving Minister in the Menzies Government and was my first political hero and mentor. My uncle, Evan, also had the honour of serving as a Minister in the Fraser Government.


I was fortunate to have lived with my grandfather during my senior high school years and when I started work as a cadet journalist at the local newspaper. I always thought life was pretty normal, but when I think back to those days what was normal about answering the phone every night to find the premier on the other end of the line, or getting home from school and finding the soon to be Deputy Prime Minister, Doug Anthony, sitting at the kitchen table.


His values aligned very closely with those at the LNP and which I strive to live by every day, and I'll never forget the role he played during my formative years.


I've been fortunate during the past 28 years to have worked for a number of blue chip companies, including Telstra, Foxtel, the International Management Group and most recently, ASM Global, previously known as AEG Ogden. ASM Global is the leading venue management company in the world with its South East Asian headquarters here in Brisbane.


In this city alone ASM Global manages Suncorp Stadium, the Brisbane Entertainment Centre and the Brisbane Convention and Exhibition Centre, and is the proponent behind the exciting Brisbane Live proposal which will be a key part of the revitalisation of the entertainment hub in the CBD.


The past seventeen and a half years serving as both ASM Global communications manager and director of communications and marketing at Suncorp Stadium were among the most enjoyable and rewarding of my life. The Chairman and CEO, Harvey Lister, who would be known to many of you, is a true visionary and a wonderful asset to this city and his business partner of 40 years, Rod Pilbeam, both gave me their blessing to pursue this role.


I will be forever grateful for the opportunity they gave me to work in such a dynamic and exciting industry, albeit one that's doing it tough right now not being able to host events of any sort.


I particularly enjoyed being part of a team charged with securing new event content for our venues, hence my interest and passion in what event tourism can bring to Brisbane. Event tourism is worth about $800 million to the state economy. It's a highly competitive industry and our challenge is to become a lot more creative in how we secure major events without breaking the bank to do it, and I hope to be able to contribute in that area going forward.


To those who helped me get elected, to my campaign manager and confidante, Paul McMonagle, who rode every high and low of the emotional rollercoaster with me, a huge thank you.


To my campaign team, the great Liberal stalwart of the western suburbs, Leigh Warren, Julian Simmonds, Dr Christian Rowan, Madeline Simmonds, Alison Richards and Margaret de Wit OAM. The support, encouragement and strategic advice from Julian and Christian from day one was invaluable. Their efforts won't be forgotten and I look forward to working closely with them to achieve great outcomes for our communities.


To Margaret, who is an outstanding advocate for our community during her 19 years as the Pullenvale Ward Councillor, her high profile during the campaign and her offer to mentor me as I settled into the chair she once occupied is much appreciated.


To my colleagues, particularly Councillors MACKAY and MURPHY for their regular calls, offers of assistance, pep talks and advice, thank you. 
I should also mention the 100 plus volunteers who donated, road sided, letterbox dropped, stood on prepoll and at public events with me. We all know elections aren't won by individuals. It's a team effort and I had one almighty team in my corner. Thank you. 


Finally, to my immediate family—my mother, Jeanette and sister, Merryl in Toowoomba, my brother Steve in Hobart and my wife, Cia and sons, Andrew and Nick, who are witnessing this today and who keep me grounded and humble. Like my campaign manager, Cia rode every emotion of the three-month campaign but never flinched. She could have easily taken the option of saying no to me seeking preselection, but she knew what this opportunity meant to me, and I know that she will be standing alongside me providing invaluable support in the challenging times that lie ahead.


Mr Chair, and fellow Councillors thank you for your indulgence. I look forward to serving with each and every one of you for the betterment of this wonder city that we all call home. Thank you.

Chair:
Congratulations. Congratulations.

Councillor ADERMANN:
Thank you.

Chair:
Welcome. Councillors are there any further matters of general business? 
Councillor STRUNK.

Councillor STRUNK:
Thank you, Mr Chair. Listen, I'm rising to speak this afternoon—
Chair:
Councillor STRUNK—
Councillor STRUNK:
Yes.

Chair:
Can you please check your microphone.

Councillor STRUNK:
It is okay. Can you not hear me?

Chair:
I can't hear him.

Councillor STRUNK:
Alright, well I can—
Chair:
Excuse me. Please go ahead, my mistake.

Councillor STRUNK:
Oh okay, so that's—okay, so everyone can hear me now. Thank you. I just want to rise to speak this afternoon in regards to one item, and that is some local heroes and groups within my ward that are making a huge difference during the pandemic that we're all suffering from at the moment.


Specifically I want to talk about four organisations that are leading the way in my ward in regards to helping the community with what they need at this time. The Inala Citipointe Church under the leadership of Pastor Tim McDonald and other pastors in the church as well are looking after a large number of families, as they had done prior to the pandemic hitting this country.


They look after a lot of food stuffs that the community are needing. They, before the pandemic, were looking after 1,200 families. I can suggest now that it's probably closer to 2,000 families and growing every week. They also give free food away during normal times which is just unbelievable how they're able to do that.


The Grace Grace Church also has a café or a restaurant here in the Civic Centre and all that money that they raised at the café or the restaurant—currently of course it's all takeaway—plough back into their community and the general community as well.


They just undertook a remodelling of the restaurant just prior to the pandemic so they are really doing it tough at the moment, but they look after the community which is just applaudable.


The Forest Lake Uniting Church—I don't know what we would do without Reverend Russell when it comes to those people, those individuals that need help from time to time, and our first call is usually when we have someone that's homeless or someone that has found themselves in the situation that they cannot cope, whether it's through counselling—if they need counselling or just a helping hand with a little bit of money. Reverend Russell with Uniting Church is the first person to put his hand up and to look after that individual or that family.


Finally, the Vietnamese community—the Vietnamese chapter in Australia—Queensland chapter I should say under the leadership of Dr Billy Cuong and Vincent Do are doing fantastic work in their cultural community, as well as the general community as well with food deliveries, posting mail, just doing some shopping and gardening. They just ring up to find out if people are doing it alright. 


So luckily Channel 7 rang us today and said listen could you nominate a couple of organisations that we could talk to under their Everyday Hero segment which is running tonight, and we were able to grab a hold of quickly someone from the Grace Grace Church and of course Reverend Russell at the Forest Lake Uniting Church. So I hope that that segment tonight is going to give people in my ward and other wards as well—to show that we really do care. Thank you, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Further items of general business? 
Councillor MURPHY.

Councillor MURPHY:
Yes, thank you very much, Chair. I couldn't let that contribution from Councillor CUMMING go because it was honestly just—it was way too good. So I also want to reflect on the outcome of the 2020 Council election.


I want to start by just reflecting on a Brisbane Times article that I have here that I've kept, and it reads like this and I'll quote directly: A Labor Councillor hoping to enter state politics has predicted the party will lose at the State election, and boasted that his experience in opposition would be an asset. 

Now this was written in 2011. Brisbane Councillor and Labor member, Peter CUMMING, wrote off his own party in a letter to Labor members, the 10 Network reported. I'm a realist and expect Labor to lose the State election, the letter read. I have the experience of being in—
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor MURPHY:
Have we?

Chair:
I haven't. Please proceed.

Councillor MURPHY:
—I have the experience in being in opposition to capitalise on the likely slash and burn approach that Newman would pursue as premier.


Now this was in 2011. We're now in 2020. Councillor CUMMING had been in opposition the entire length of his career to that point, and has remained in opposition the entire length of his career to this point. I think tonight we have seen absolutely why that is. To go to an election after 16 years in government and to be re-elected not losing a single Councillor is an incredible feat for us, this Administration, this LNP Administration, and the LORD MAYOR Adrian SCHRINNER, but it is a far more miraculous feat for the Labor Party, who after 16 years have consigned themselves to 20 years in opposition, and you see why tonight.


Councillor CUMMING spent his speech bagging out LNP Councillors who have been in Civic Cabinet, many who have been in Civic Cabinet for a decade, and this is a man who has spent no time in Civic Cabinet. No time ever making hard decisions that need to be made when you are in these roles, but is happy to attack personally those people for the contribution that they have made to the City of Brisbane, the contribution that they have made to their wards. Then to goad them about losing their seats when it was the Labor Party and the Labor Party's strategy which caused so many of their own candidates to fail to win those seats is just truly breathtaking and extraordinary.


It's bizarre, Mr Chair, that it was Councillor CUMMING that had to get up and to do that—what we just saw. I honestly would have thought Councillor CASSIDY would have fronted up and done that himself. He is after all the Leader of the Opposition. The conduct of Labor's campaign is his responsibility.


I really feel for Councillor CUMMING because it was Councillor CUMMING and Rod Harding who were rolled by Councillor CASSIDY and Patrick Condren to bring in this new leadership team and their new winning strategy; a strategy which failed, which the people of the City of Brisbane saw through, because when they got there they didn't spend any time developing policy. They didn't spend any time going out on a roadshow and talking to the residents of the City of Brisbane and asking them what they wanted to see. They spent all their time throwing mud and muck and trying to drag our Councillors through the dirt and I think you see the results of that strategy laid bare.


So tonight Councillor CUMMING in fantastic style you have shown just perfectly why Labor continue to languish in opposition after so long in this place. Because there continues to be no learning moment for you, no epiphany, no wake up call as to the style and the strategy that you adopt here in this place and out in the community.


I think you should be ashamed of that speech you gave tonight and you should seriously reflect on bringing those kinds of speeches, particularly when we have a new Councillor giving a maiden speech, before you would do anything like that again. 

Chair:
Further items of general business? 
There being none, I declare the meeting closed. Thank you everybody.
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