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[bookmark: _Toc358025695][bookmark: _Toc104746927]OPENING OF MEETING:

The Chair, Councillor David McLACHLAN, opened the meeting with prayer and acknowledged the traditional custodians, and then proceeded with the business set out in the Agenda.

Chair:	Please be seated. I declare the meeting open. 
Are there any apologies?
Councillor LANDERS.


[bookmark: _Toc104746928]APOLOGY:
634/2021-22
An apology was submitted on behalf of the DEPUTY MAYOR (Councillor Krista ADAMS), and Councillors Kim MARX and Steven HUANG, and they were granted a leave of absence from the meeting on the motion of Councillor Sandy LANDERS, seconded by Councillor Sarah HUTTON.

Chair:	We see you, Councillor HAMMOND, on the screen. I’ll remember that you’re there. 
	Councillors, confirmation of minutes, please.


[bookmark: _Toc104746929]MINUTES:
[bookmark: _Hlk46928709]635/2021-22
The Minutes of the 4679 meeting of Council held on 17 May 2022, copies of which had been forwarded to each Councillor, were presented, taken as read and confirmed on the motion of Councillor Sandy LANDERS, seconded by Councillor Sarah HUTTON.


[bookmark: _Toc104746930]PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:

Chair:	Councillors, we have a public participant here today, Mr Luke Terry, who’s now being shown into the Chamber, who will address the Chamber on White Box Enterprises and hosting the Social Enterprise World Forum.
Thank you, Mr Terry. Good afternoon. You have five minutes once you’re settled and your mic is turned on.
Mr Luke Terry:	Thanks very much.
Chair:	Thank you. You’ve got five minutes.
Mr Luke Terry—White Box Enterprises and hosting the Social Enterprise World Forum 
Mr Luke Terry:	Mr Chair, LORD MAYOR, and Councillors, thanks so much for having me here today. I just want to acknowledge the traditional owners of the land on which we meet today and Elders past, present, and emerging. My name is Luke Terry. I’m the founder and CEO of an organisation called White Box Enterprises. We’re only three years old and we take our name from the white box eucalyptus tree, and our job is to help nurture and grow the jobs-focused social enterprise sector in Australia. I’m in deep love with jobs-focused social enterprises.
This city has been a wonderful steward and stalwart of jobs-focused social enterprises in our great city, and social enterprises more generally, and I acknowledge that you are a wonderful sponsor of the Social Enterprise World Forum that will be hosted in Brisbane this year, and I acknowledge all the wonderful work that you’ve done to support social enterprises. My background is, I set up my first social enterprise 20 years ago in Sydney, got to spend four years doing this work in London, and then ended up in Toowoomba for 11 years before moving here three years ago. 
Up in Toowoomba, we built large-scale, jobs-focused social enterprises with the regional council, where we ran the boom gates at 15 waste transfer stations. We built a large project called Vanguard Laundry that washes laundry and funds programs around mental illness, funded by the washing of dirty sheets, towels, and pillowcases. In 2019, just before COVID, I was invited to Brisbane to be able to establish White Box with support from the Queensland Mental Health Commission and Paul Ramsay Foundation, to get a team of people around us, many volunteers, people you would know like Alex McDonald who brought the Big Issue to Brisbane and the Gardens Club project that many here would know about. 
What we’ve done is, initially we set out to go and build two large-scale jobs‑focused social enterprises in Brisbane that pay full award wages and employ 50 people. In Brisbane, we haven’t had a lot of large-scale, in-depth social enterprises. We’ve got lots that employ 10 to 20 people, but how do we make it a real part of our business sector and economy, and how do we make it to a point where we can have community programs that fund themselves? They might get a little bit of grant to kick off, but how do we make real employment for those people in our community, especially in these times of labour shortage, where we can make a really big and significant difference?
So, what we’ve done is we’ve built some large-scale, jobs-focused social enterprises. We’ve built a pilot with the Federal Government that will launch in July where our social enterprises in our great city will get paid for each job they create at six, 12 and 18 months. We’re building a bank for large-scale, jobs‑focused social enterprises, where social enterprises will be able to lend money at low interest patient capital, and we really want to get this sector moving. We’ve brought social enterprises to Brisbane like Jigsaw, that employ 100 young people with disability, ASA, which presented here to the Chamber a couple of months ago, that now employs 80 and will have 200 staff by the end of the year, and many other projects.
What we’re really excited about is we’re building hubs in this city. We’ve got the Mt Gravatt Jobs Hub that I’d love you all to see at Mt Gravatt. We’re building the Brisbane Jobs Hub in—we’re taking over a level of 311 Ann Street, which will open in October. We’re trying to build a number of spaces. We’re currently in the Charter Hall building at 309 North Quay, the old Triple M radio station. We are working to be able to have—how do we have every kid in this city that is from a disadvantaged background, that wants to start a job and build a career, has the opportunity to do that? I think it’s really something to be proud of in our city.
As part of that work, in the closing minute, Mr Chair, I think we’re really excited to be able to host the Social Enterprise World Forum in this great city. We’ll have 2,000 social entrepreneurs from across the world coming to Brisbane in this post‑COVID environment at the Brisbane Convention Centre. We’re really pleased to have Brisbane City Council support. We’ve got sponsors ranging from Westpac to Torrens University to Atlassian and Google.
There’s going to be some of the greatest foundations, and I note that the LORD MAYOR has agreed to host an event for us and we’re very excited about that. The Premier will be hosting an event on Speakers Lawn in Queensland Parliament. It’s going to be really big for our city. Our challenge at White Box, alongside our partners like the Yunus Centre and many others including the Queensland Social Enterprise Council and Impact Boom, is to work alongside those groups to see how we can get those social entrepreneurs to stay in this city, to really have the new layer of change.
I close, Mr Chair, with the note that, in 2009, the last time the Forum was held in Australia, it was in Melbourne, in Victoria, and it left a legacy there for many, many years. We’re meeting with Councillors like Vicki HOWARD, Krista, and others to say, how do we build that legacy now—what’s the legacy we’re going to leave for this great city, like they have in places like Amsterdam and Scotland and Hong Kong? I know that I’m really looking forward to working with you to ensure how social enterprise can be part of a major scaffolding of the economy of this great city. Thanks for everything.
Chair:	Thanks very much. Great. 
We have a response. 
Councillor HUTTON.
Response by Councillor Sarah HUTTON, A/Civic Cabinet Chair of the Economic Development and the Brisbane 2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games Committee
Councillor HUTTON:	Thank you, Chair, and thank you, Mr Terry, for taking your time to come and meet with us today. We certainly share your passion and commitment to support social enterprise here in Brisbane. The work that you do through White Box to help social enterprises to grow and support hundreds of jobs for people that may not otherwise be able to find work is something that we admire and deserves our recognition here today. It’s a win for business in Brisbane and it’s a win for the community, through the benefits that these enterprises bring to our community. These benefits are too good to ignore, and they make our city a vibrant and diverse place to live and work for everybody.
The big motivation for setting up a social business is always passion for a social impact. We’ve seen many of them thrive right here in Brisbane for exactly that reason. We are a tightknit community here in Brisbane, and the social benefits and enterprises produced are felt across every corner of our city. We’re all about backing you on your mission to make a positive impact on the local economy and community. We thank you for the work that you do on the ground to engage with government, industry, and business to advocate for social enterprise and provide them with the tools to support those who need to grow and establish their businesses.
We certainly value the close working relationship you have with our Council and our Councillors, and we are extremely pleased to be co-hosting the Social Enterprise World Forum at the end of this year. The last time, as you mentioned, they held this event was in Australia in 2009, in Melbourne. We hope to work with you quite closely on establishing that great legacy. Since that time, Brisbane has really grown as a city and we’ve seen this sector grow from strength to strength. The global event will bring together leaders in social enterprise, policymakers, community leaders, philanthropists, investors, and academics to help progress the global transition to a new impact economy.
Over the years, our Councillors ran a number of programs that directly support the advancement of social enterprise community, whether that be through the accelerator programs we previously ran, which was able to help more than 51 social enterprises grow their business in Brisbane, and now the business coaching program, which provides one-on-one coaching with a specially matched mentor, to assist established social enterprises to develop their business model and take their operations to the next level.
Since establishing the Brisbane Business Hub (BBH) in 2020, we have supported more than 7,500 businesses in Brisbane through workshop skills development, as well as our mentoring program, which many have been taken up by social enterprises. Not too long after the opening of BBH, we opened the Brisbane Social Enterprise Hub, the city’s first dedicated CBD office space focused on jobs in social enterprise. It’s a space where like-minded entrepreneurs are able to work alongside each other in a supportive and collaborative environment, because we know how important it is to have a strong community behind you to be successful.
We’ve also secured specific procurement policies to support social enterprises and have set targets as part of this policy to ensure that at least $7 million of procurement is done with our social enterprises. Sorry it’s extremely rewarding to be able to support these social enterprises, and we’ve seen many successful stories along the way. We all have a role to play to support social enterprise in Brisbane, and we look forward to—
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Point of order.
Chair:	Point of order to you, Councillor JOHNSTON.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Yes, Mr Chairman, I draw your attention to 32(a)(e), which indicates that the LORD MAYOR or a Civic Chair may respond to a public speaker, so I’m just wondering why a backbencher is doing this in contravention of the Meetings Local Law.
Chair:	Councillor HUTTON is acting for the Chair today. Thank you.
Councillor HUTTON:	Thank you, Mr Chair.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Point of order—
Chair:	Point of order to you.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	—Mr Chairman. That might be a lovely notional concept, but she’s not been appointed to any role as a Civic Chair and the Meetings Local Law says that it’s the LORD MAYOR or Civic Chair. So I would just ask, Mr Chairman, that that rule be enforced and you make sure it is a Civic Chair or the LORD MAYOR that responds.
Chair:	I’ll allow the responder to complete her words. Thank you, Councillor JOHNSTON.
Councillor HUTTON:	Thank you, Mr Chair.
	We all have a role to play in supporting social enterprise in Brisbane, and we look forward to continuing to work with you to do more and unlock the fantastic potential that is out there. Thank you again for taking your time to come and meet with us here in the Chamber, and we look forward to building that legacy piece post social enterprise. Thank you.
Mr Luke Terry:	Thank you.
Chair:	Thank you, Mr Terry. There’s a one-page summary I think you’ve left at the back of the room, so all Councillors can pick up a copy as they wish. It’s there at the back of the room. Thank you very much for coming today. 
Mr Luke Terry:	Thank you so much.


[bookmark: _Toc104746931]QUESTION TIME:

[bookmark: _Hlk93673445]Chair:	Councillors, Question Time. 
Are there any questions of the LORD MAYOR or a Civic Cabinet Chair of any of the Standing Committees? 
Councillor ADERMANN.
Question 1
Councillor ADERMANN:	Thank you, Chair. My question is to the LORD MAYOR. LORD MAYOR, with the 2022 Flood expecting to cost Council three times more than it did in 2011, you recently announced some tough decisions that needed to be made to fast-track the repair of roads, bridges, bikeways, and parks. Can you please detail to the Chamber the Schrinner Council’s plan to rebuild and recover so we can get our city back on its feet?
Chair:	Thank you.
	LORD MAYOR.
LORD MAYOR:	Thank you, Councillor ADERMANN, for the question. Well, one thing that’s certain about Brisbane and about Queensland is that you do need to, wherever possible, budget for the unexpected. Time and time again, we have always tried to budget for unexpected things, and we do that by having a strong, balanced budget with a modest surplus. We’ve done that time and time again, because we know that things do change throughout the year. Unexpected things can happen.
If you have a look at the history of this Administration and its predecessors, unexpected things not only can happen, but have happened. It started with the Millennium Drought in the mid-2000s, a drought that brought a significant financial hit to Brisbane City Council. You’ll remember at that time, we had water entities within Brisbane City Council. We had a share in the dams. We had a share in the network of water and sewerage for our city, and so there was a significant hit from that.
We had the GFC (global financial crisis), which impacted economic conditions right across the city. We have had multiple storm and flood events. Everyone remembers The Gap storms. There have been a number of storms and minor floods like that that have happened, even beyond the large floods that we’ve had. We obviously had the 2011 flood. We had a two-year pandemic. Once again, a significant impact on the budget of all of these things. Then, on top of the two‑year pandemic, we’ve now had the 2022 floods.
So, last year, when I brought down this budget, this budget was a balanced budget with a modest surplus, as we always try to do, but I don’t think anyone could predict that we would face, on top of a pandemic, a flood that would have a three times greater cost than the 2011 flood. I don’t think anyone could predict that. So, in order to make sure we keep on track with the recovery and fund the things that we need to do right now, we have had to press pause on a number of projects, will stop a number of projects, and we do this not because we are not committed to the things that those projects would deliver, but right now the priority must be on the recovery and the rebuilding of our city.
So, as we see in today’s budget review, we’ve seen a number of changes that are coming through so that we can focus on the rebuilding process. Now, we don’t have a situation where we can simply allow a business-as-usual approach to continue. If we did, we would be lucky to have all of the repair work done by the time the 2032 Olympics came around. That is not something I’m prepared to accept, and right now, we need to get this recovery done as quickly as possible. We need to support our community clubs and sporting clubs that have been impacted. We know around half of our lease clubs have been impacted in some way by the flood.
We need to rebuild our bikeways. We need to rebuild the damaged roads. We need to rebuild all of the Council assets, the playgrounds and parks that have been damaged, and that needs to happen as soon as possible. I’m not prepared to accept a business-as-usual approach, and so, by making the changes we’re making today, we’re prioritising the recovery. That is an important step. It’s an important step to do this because, in the end, situations like this require adjustments. They require changes. They require flexibility.
We have time and time again, in our dealing with challenges, demonstrated that flexibility. We’ve demonstrated the ability to take the hit, to make adjustments, and then to move on, with Brisbane becoming stronger and stronger each time. I have no doubt that we will see Brisbane bounce back stronger after this flood. We did see Brisbane bounce back stronger after the 2011 flood, as well, and the learnings from the 2011 flood went on to impact and positively benefit a range of things, whether it’s the design of infrastructure that’s been built since 2011, the design of buildings that have been built since 2011, a whole range of changes came out of it and Brisbane bounced back stronger.
We will bounce back stronger after this, but right now, the priority must be the rebuilding and recovery process. That means the priority must be finding at least $320 million so that we can focus on that process right now. That is the expected hit to the Council’s budget out of the total $660 million bill. We will continue to work with other levels of government when it comes to disaster funding, but we’re getting on with it—
Chair:	LORD MAYOR—
LORD MAYOR:	—and prioritising the rebuilding.
Chair:	LORD MAYOR, your time has expired.
	Further questions?
	Councillor CASSIDY.
Question 2
Councillor CASSIDY:	Oh, thanks very much, Chair. My question is to the LNP Mayor. You’ve been refusing to answer questions from residents and reporters about potential rates rises in the upcoming budget. You followed the same pattern last year, when you jacked up rates twice in a calendar year, only informing residents at the very last minute. The cost of living is going up and residents need as much warning as possible of a rates rise.
Councillor WINES:	Point of order. Point of order, Mr Chair.
Chair:	Point of order to you, Councillor WINES.
Councillor WINES:	Under the rules 33(6), the question must be asked succinctly and confined to one issue. Councillor CASSIDY appears to be making a speech, and I’m seeking a ruling.
Chair:	Councillor WINES—
Councillor interjecting.
Chair:	—Councillor CASSIDY was about 20 seconds into the question. I’ll allow you to continue, Councillor CASSIDY, but draw your attention to the rules under 33(6) about—
Councillor CASSIDY:	Yes, this question is about rates rise.
Chair:	—succinct questions, about making the question succinct.
Councillor CASSIDY:	Yes, I believe I have two minutes to ask the question under that rule.
Chair:	Yes, less than two minutes, the rule says—
Councillor CASSIDY:	Yes.
Chair:	—but to also answer succinctly.
Councillor CASSIDY:	So, within—so, I’m 50—
Chair:	I have allowed you to continue.
Councillor CASSIDY:	So, I’ve got 59 seconds left and I’m going to start again. My question is the LNP Mayor. You have been refusing to answer questions from residents and reporters about a potential rates rise in your upcoming budget. You followed the same pattern last year when you jacked up rates twice—
LORD MAYOR:	Point of order, Mr Chair.
Councillor CASSIDY:	—in a calendar year, informing residents at the last minute.
Chair:	Point of order to you, LORD MAYOR. 
LORD MAYOR:	Claim to be misrepresented.
Chair:	Noted.
Councillor CASSIDY:	The cost of—how is that possible? This is a question. You get to answer it. If you’ve got enough gumption, you will, anyway. The cost of living’s going up and residents need as much warning as possible of a rates rise so they can prepare their own budgets. So we’ll give you the opportunity right here and right now, as a responsible leader, and answer the question, LORD MAYOR, just how big are you planning the rates hike to be in the upcoming Council budget?
Chair:	LORD MAYOR.
LORD MAYOR:	We know that Councillor CASSIDY, Mr Chair, does not understand the budget process or budgeting in general or, in fact, finance and economics in general. We know he has no concept. The only question that Councillor CASSIDY and his Labor colleagues ask is, how much are we going to put on the credit card this time? How much are we going to rack up this time? Now, the reality is, as we go into this budget process—and the budget has not been finalised yet. Today, we’re bringing the third budget review (3BR), but the budget which will come down and be debated in June has not been finalised.
So, if Councillor CASSIDY wants me to speculate on a piece of work that has not yet been finished, well, you know, he can do so, but what I can tell Councillor CASSIDY at this point, Mr Chair, is that we will not see a return to Labor-like rate increases.
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	That’s right. We will not see the Labor rate increases of six per cent on three or four different occasions that they brought in, and they were—
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	Oh, actually—
Chair:	Councillor CUMMING.
LORD MAYOR:	—I’ll take that interjection. I’ll take that interjection, Councillor CUMMING. He asked, what was the inflation rate? Well, that might be a relevant question to ask right now, right now.
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	We know that inflation across the nation is a factor at the moment. We know that the national inflation rate is 5.1%, and we know that the Brisbane inflation rate is even higher than that. So, Councillor CASSIDY—Councillor CUMMING, I’ll take your interjection. Inflation is a factor because it relates to the cost of doing things, not just the cost of building things, but the cost of providing services, as well. So, Councillor CUMMING, you may talk about inflation, but I raise you, natural disasters and pandemics, because I don’t remember Lord Mayor Jim Soorley having to deal with a pandemic and then a flood in one budget year.
I don’t remember that ever happening, but I can tell you, despite that, despite the fact that we have these significant challenges right now, I will not tolerate a situation where we see Labor increases of six per cent in rates. That’s what Labor delivered when they were in office, six per cent, not just once but four times, four times.
Councillors interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	So, I can commit to both Councillor CASSIDY—
Chair:	Silence, please, both sides.
LORD MAYOR:	I can commit to Councillor CASSIDY that we will have lower rates than residents would have under a Labor administration. 
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	We will absolutely have lower rates, and we certainly won’t see—
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	—the type of six per cent rate increases that Labor gave to the people of Brisbane—
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	—even in times when they didn’t have a pandemic and a flood to deal with.
Chair:	Councillor GRIFFITHS.
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	They jacked up rates just for the sake of it. We have these major challenges, we have significant inflation—
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	—and we will continue to work hard to keep the budget strong and to respond to the challenges as they arise. We’re not going to be asking the question that Labor would, which is how much do we put on the credit card? What operating expenses can we put on the credit card? Our only borrowings that we do are for infrastructure and for hard assets. They’re borrowings to build things, they’re not borrowings to pay electricity bills or to—
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	—pay staff or to pay ongoing daily expenses. That’s what Labor does, and we don’t do that and we won’t be doing that, but I can say the residents of Brisbane can rest assured we are working hard to make sure that we do not have a Labor type of rate increase here. We do not have those Labor six per cent increases that they gifted the people of Brisbane when they were in office. They like to hope that the people of Brisbane have forgotten those days, but we remember because we know that, whether it’s in the 2000s or the 1990s, poor economic management and poor financial management has its impacts. If these people are ever to get into administration again—
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	—we know that they will mismanage the budget. We know that they will run it down—
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	—and the people of Brisbane will pay the price for that.
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	So, we will continue to do the right thing and the responsible thing, and I certainly hope that—
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	—Labor Councillors will help us keep rates down by supporting the budget changes—
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	—which must come through, the budget changes which will keep—
Councillor MACKAY:	Point of order, Chair.
LORD MAYOR:	—downward pressure on rates.
Chair:	Point of order to you, Councillor MACKAY.
Councillor MACKAY:	Do they get to ask the question and answer it? I can’t hear the LORD MAYOR.
Chair:	Councillor MACKAY, that’s not a proper point of order. Thank you.
LORD MAYOR:	Thank you, Mr Chair. I certainly hope—
Councillor interjecting.
Chair:	Councillor CASSIDY.
LORD MAYOR:	I certainly hope that Labor Councillors will support the budget changes that are needed to keep rates down, because if we just kept on spending as though nothing had happened, that puts upward pressure on rates.
Chair:	LORD MAYOR, your time has expired.
	Further questions?
	Councillor LANDERS.
Question 3
Councillor LANDERS:	Thank you, Chair. My question is to the Chair of the Community, Arts and Nighttime Economy Committee, Councillor HOWARD. Councillor HOWARD, the LORD MAYOR has just detailed the Schrinner Council’s plan to rebuild and recover by fast tracking important projects and investing in our local community groups. Could you please update the Chamber on the Club Partnerships program announced today?
Chair:	Thank you.
	Councillor HOWARD.
Councillor HOWARD:	Thank you, Mr Chair, and through you, I thank Councillor LANDERS for the question and for her ongoing interest in our community and sporting groups across the city. Council recognises the important work community groups and sporting clubs do in helping to make Brisbane an inclusive, resilient, connected, and healthy city, and we know that the need to support these organisations has never been greater. By supporting the community and sporting clubs across Brisbane that have been so deeply impacted by the 2022 severe weather event, Council is able to foster and assist these organisations in getting back on their feet, allowing them to continue to deliver their programs and their activities for the residents of Brisbane. 
Earlier this morning, LORD MAYOR Adrian SCHRINNER announced that eight community organisations are set to be the initial recipients of funding under the Rebuild and Recover Club Partnerships program. Under this new program, Council will enter into funding agreements with selected community organisations to fund significant repair works all across Brisbane, and to further support the community organisations in their recovery. These organisations will share in more than $550,000 to undertake a variety of repair works at their facilities, such as repairing playing surfaces, undertaking electrical works, irrigation, and minor building repairs to support the delivery of their core activities.
The key focus of these works is to enable community groups to get back to performing their core operational activities as soon as possible, such as playing sport, and in order to prevent further damage at their respective sites. I’ll take this opportunity to list some of the organisations soon to receive funding support under this program. In Taigum, the Sandgate Hawks are set to receive significant funding support to assist in repairing their fields, irrigation, and water tanks, which I understand were significantly impacted by the severe weather event. In Kenmore, the Kenmore District Kindergarten and Preschool Association will receive more than $55,000 to help fund a roof replacement at Moggill Road.
In Graceville, the Western Districts Netball Association will receive funding to undertake significant repairs across their lease facility, including the replacement of court lighting and the resurfacing of four netball courts that were inundated and submerged as a result of the flooding that gripped our city. We know that this funding will really go a long way to assist the 2,500 members of the Western Districts Netball Association, allowing them to continue their netball season and reduce impact and interruption to all of the club members.
The Rebuild and Recover Club Partnerships program is just the latest support program designed to assist our community organisations across the city, and we know that these programs will go a long way in assisting our community organisations to keep delivering for their members and the wider Brisbane community. The Schrinner Council’s focus throughout this rebuild and recovery process has been to ensure that the community groups across Brisbane have the support to get back on their feet as quickly as possible, and it’s through funding programs such as these that we are able to achieve exactly that.
Helping our sporting and community groups immediately after the devastation caused by this year’s severe weather event was the big priority for our Connected Communities team, with our Community Facility Disaster Relief Payment program beginning to reach our community organisations in as little as two weeks after the flood. As of today, more than 250 community and sporting organisations have collectively received more than $1.25 million to assist in their flood recovery efforts, with this immediate $5,000 payment going a long way to assist with the turmoil associated with the flooding that gripped our city earlier this year.
In addition, just last week, the Schrinner Council also announced the establishment of the Rebuild and Recover Flood Resilient Communities program, designed to allow community facilities’ tenants to build back better and develop greater flood resilience at their community leased sites. Using the principles established as a part of the Flood Resilient Homes program, this program aims to equip up to 100 community organisations with the resources and information they need to adapt and prepare for future flood events.
As the LORD MAYOR announced last week, the impact of the 2022 floods have really taken a significant impact on our city, and it will take an ongoing effort to see our city fully recover. I know that a key focus of the Schrinner Council is to support our valued community organisations, and it’s through the ongoing investment of intercommunity recovery programs—
Chair:	Councillor HOWARD, your time has expired.
	Further questions?
	Councillor COOK.
Question 4
Councillor COOK:	Thank you, Mr Chair. My question is to the LNP Mayor. In July 2020, almost two years ago, you ordered the immediate removal of all wooden monohull ferries from the river and, not long after, cut the Norman Park Cross River ferry permanently. All of this was done without warning or consultation and caused major disruptions for commuters, particularly in my local community.
Councillor OWEN:	Point of order, Mr Chair.
Chair:	Point of order to you, Councillor OWEN.
Councillors interjecting.
Councillor OWEN:	Mr Chair, in accordance with section 33(6) of the Meetings Local Law, questions are meant to be asked without argument or discussion. Could you please make a ruling on this question and have it asked succinctly? Thank you.
Chair:	Thank you, Councillor OWEN.
	I’m going to allow the question, Councillor COOK, but I do draw your attention to the standing rule under section 33(6), which is that you ask questions succinctly as possible without argument.
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor COOK:	Thank you, Mr Chair. I’ll start again. My question is to the LNP Mayor. In July 2020, almost two years ago, you ordered the immediate removal of all wooden monohull ferries—
Councillor OWEN:	Point of order, Mr Chair.
Chair:	Point of order.
Councillor OWEN:	Councillor COOK starting the question again is clearly disrespecting the local law—
Councillors interjecting.
Councillor OWEN:	—in this place. She is presenting discussion and an argument and not specifically asking a question.
Councillor interjecting.
Chair:	Thank you, Councillor OWEN.
	Perhaps, Councillor COOK, we can get through the first 20 seconds and get to the point where you were interrupted.
Councillor COOK:	I would appreciate that, Mr Chair. I’ll start again. My question is to the LNP Mayor.
	In July 2020—
Councillor OWEN:	Point of order, Mr Chair. You clearly gave a direction to start after where she—
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor OWEN:	She can’t go back to the beginning if you had given a direction to start—
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor OWEN:	—with the question.
Chair:	Councillor—thank you, Councillor OWEN.
	Councillor COOK, if you could get to the question, please—
Councillor COOK:	Thank you, Mr Chair.
Chair:	—without the preamble statement.
Councillor COOK:	Thank you, Mr Chair. My question is to the LNP Mayor. In July 2020, almost two years ago, you ordered the immediate removal of all wooden monohull ferries.
Councillor OWEN:	Point of order, Mr Chair.
Chair:	Councillor OWEN, yes, point of order.
Councillor OWEN:	Thank you, Mr Chair. This is clearly defying your direction to get to the question.
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor OWEN:	She has continued to go back to the argument and discussion, despite your request to not do so.
Councillors interjecting.
Chair:	Councillor COOK, please—
Councillor interjecting.
Chair:	—get to the question.
Councillor CASSIDY:	Point of order, Chair.
Chair:	No more points of order on this question, please, Councillor OWEN.
Councillor CASSIDY:	Yes, just point of order that, clearly, raising four or five points of order on the same topic is disorder—
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:	—disorderly meeting conduct, so I’d ask your ruling on Councillor OWEN’s—
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:	—continual disorder in raising the same point of order five times.
Chair:	Thank you. Thank you, Councillor CASSIDY.
Councillor interjecting.
Chair:	I can ask for the question to be put in writing and answered at another time. Councillor COOK, if you could get to the question, please, without starting at the beginning again, please. Otherwise I will sit you down and ask you to put that in writing.
Councillor COOK:	Thank you, Mr Chair.
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor COOK:	My question is to the LNP Mayor. In July 2020, almost two years ago, you ordered the immediate removal of all wooden monohull ferries from the river and, not long other after, cut the Norman Park Cross River ferry permanently. All of this was done without warning or consultation. You then promised to repair the vessels and return them to the water. The wooden monohull ferries have not been restored, resulting in reduced ferry services and ongoing disruption.
Chair:	Thank you, Councillor COOK.
Councillor COOK:	LORD MAYOR—
Chair:	Councillor COOK, please.
Councillor COOK:	—what is—
Chair:	Finally, we’re getting a question, are we?
Councillor COOK:	Mr Chair, I have two minutes to ask a question. If you’d like to change the rules, you are welcome to do so—
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor COOK:	—but I would like to ask my question.
	LORD MAYOR, what is your plan to reinstate the ferry services you have cut and restore the ferry fleet that you have personally decimated as LORD MAYOR?
Chair:	Thank you.
	LORD MAYOR.
LORD MAYOR:	Thank you, Mr Chair. Well, as usual, we see a lot of misinformation, a lot of political grandstanding, and really, time and time again, we see in this place Councillors using Question Time to make a speech—
Councillors interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	—rather than to ask questions, and then when the question is—
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Point of order.
Chair:	Point of order to you, Councillor JOHNSTON.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	I draw your attention to 33(8)(a) and (b) that the LORD MAYOR shall not debate the subject of the question and that the LORD MAYOR’s answer must be relevant and succinct. Given that you have criticised Councillor COOK repeatedly for not asking the question, are you now going to ask the LORD MAYOR to answer the question about the ferries?
Chair:	Councillor JOHNSTON, thank you for your point of order. As the question as asked contained a lot of suggestions and imputations, I will allow the LORD MAYOR to answer the question as it was posed.
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	Thank you, Mr Chair. There seems to be selective memory here, because every time I go to answer a question, I’m constantly interrupted by Labor Councillors and so-called Independent Councillors, every time—
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	—yet they seem to object when their political speeches are being interrupted when they’re not actually questions, they’re just political statements, but let’s deal with the issue of monohull ferries and the ferry network. I think it is incredibly important to acknowledge that we now have two-thirds of ferry services up and running a matter of just 12 weeks out from a devastating flood. That is a fantastic outcome, a fantastic outcome. We will be working hard to make sure we get the other terminals and vessels online as quickly as we can.
Some of the terminals sustained more damage than others, and so some will require more substantial works, but we have a whole network of 13 terminals now up and running, and services with CityCats and KittyCats servicing those terminals. I think that’s a good outcome, and I want to pay tribute to Councillor MURPHY and also the team that he works with for making sure we can get back up on our feet sooner. Now, when Councillor COOK talks about wooden monohull ferries, she leaves out a little bit of important information. They were unsafe to be on the river, and so I acted in the safety interests of the people of Brisbane to take them off the river so no one got hurt.
This is the ludicrous nature of what we hear from the Labor Councillors. This was a safety issue, and this is one that we have pursued with the previous operator and one where a substantial bond—I’m not sure how many details I can go into, but a substantial bond—are we able to say the bond? We’re not, no. A substantial bond—
Councillors interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	—which they had in place for the maintenance of the vessels and the terminals. We retained that bond. Why?
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	Why? Why? Because the work that they were supposed to do wasn’t being done to the standard that we expected and the people of Brisbane expected.
Councillor interjecting.
Chair:	Councillor COOK.
LORD MAYOR:	So—
Chair:	Councillor COOK, please.
Councillor interjecting.
Chair:	No more injections, please, Councillor COOK. I will warn you.
Councillor interjecting.
Chair:	Councillor COOK.
Councillor interjecting.
Chair:	Councillor COOK, no more.
Councillor interjecting.
Chair:	LORD MAYOR.
LORD MAYOR:	Thank you. So we have done the right and responsible thing there. We also had the situation where, once again, Labor continues to misrepresent the facts with the Norman Park ferry service, a service which was used by less than one person per trip on average, less than one person per trip—
Councillor interjecting.
Chair:	Excuse me, LORD MAYOR. 
	Councillor COOK, I consider you are displaying unsuitable meeting conduct and, in accordance with section 21(4) of the Meetings Local Law, I request that you cease interjecting and refrain from continuing to do so for the rest of the meeting. 
Thank you.
LORD MAYOR.
LORD MAYOR:	Thank you. So we made the decision, and it was the right decision, and I will continue to say it was the right decision because why? It was the right decision to redirect funding from that service, which was seriously underused—and remember, this had been an issue for a decade and previous Labor administrations had said, and I quote, ‘use it or lose it’. They had kept an unviable, very poorly used service in place. Our decision was to redirect the funds from that service into other services. Our decision was to redirect the funds from upgrading a ferry terminal which would require a minimum of a $7 million investment for less than one person per trip, we redirected them to other terminals that needed work to be done.
Now, if Labor Councillors are suggesting that there has been a cut to the ferry budget, they would be wrong because the ferry budget and the service budget has been going in only one direction, and that is towards record investment every year. We have continued to increase services—
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	—and we have continued to increase funding for ferry services and so this idea that somehow we’ve reduced the budget is simply not true. We have increased the budget. What we’ve done with Norman Park is—
Councillors interjecting.
Chair:	Councillor COOK and CASSIDY.
LORD MAYOR:	—we’ve redirected that budget to boosting services that people actually use, actually use. Is that a good thing?
Chair:	LORD MAYOR—
LORD MAYOR:	I think it is.
Chair:	LORD MAYOR, your time has expired.
	Further questions?
	Councillor MACKAY.
Question 5
Councillor MACKAY:	Thank you, Chair. My question is to the Chair of Infrastructure Committee, Councillor WINES. Councillor WINES, the LORD MAYOR has just detailed some important decisions that will be made to help our city rebuild and recover. With rebuilding being the focus right now, could you please update the Chamber on this work, including what has been achieved to date?
Chair:	Thank you.
	Councillor WINES.
Councillor WINES:	Thank you, Mr Chair, and can I begin by thanking Councillor MACKAY for his keen and ongoing interest in this. I know that he is personally dedicated to the improvement of our infrastructure and our assets, both in his own area, but right across the city. The floods that occurred three months ago were among the most expensive natural disaster to ever hit this city. A realistic bill that will affect this Council after other governments’ contributions, grants, insurances, and other payments will affect this Council to at least $330 million. That is greater than—that is two—model road upgrades, for example, Councillor MACKAY. It is a huge sum of money that has suddenly been required to be found by this organisation, to bring our public assets, our community assets, and facilities back up to a standard that is acceptable, back up to what we had before.
	Now, last week’s Committee and last week’s presentation involved a lot of detail around the sorts of things that had been done and that were required to still do, but in response to this question, I just want to talk about the range of damage and the range of work that has occurred up ‘til this point. The floods affected our assets, whether they be infrastructure, transport, environment, community facilities—the whole range.
Some of it was relatively minor. At two of Council’s depots, there was water damage inside some of the buildings at Carina and Virginia. I’m happy to report to the Council that that damage has been rectified and the remedies have been in place, and that the damage has been completely repaired. Similarly, the King George Square Car Park and the Wickham Terrace Car Park had some damage along with six ward offices, and both the environmental centres at Boondall and Karawatha had some water ingress. The damage that has occurred in those places has been addressed and rectified. However, not all facilities were quite so easy to remedy. 
As this Council has been advised earlier, but it’s important to stress again, the two quarries owned by this Council have so much water in them that it will take months upon months to pump the water out of them. The Bracalba Quarry, which is the principal service quarry for providing a rock that we use in our asphalt base for a lot of our roadworks, will take up to six months to remove the water from that quarry. We are still able to use it in some sense because they use a stepping process, so the higher levels will still be accessed, but the Bracalba Quarry swimming pool is a mere 24 metres deep, containing four gigalitres or four billion litres of water. 
Other impacts on our city, there were 4,282 lights along our parks, bikeways, and roads which have to be addressed, and still in some places—I know near Butterfield Street at Herston, and I suspect at Widdop Street near your constituency, Mr Chair, that there are still issues being able to get the lighting system to work in those places, but more than 4,000 have been inspected and remain safe of that 4,282.
As we’ve discussed in times past, but it’s important to remind people that 77 parking meters were damaged, 30 needing replacement, and 20 were repaired and operating weeks after the flood itself, but there are 27 zones where we have been forced to move to the CellOPark mobile phone system only as a result of the damage occurred, and also in response to potential future damage that would occur if we returned the meters to that space. There was approximately 285 kilometres—let’s say that again, 285 linear kilometres of road impacted, requiring 78 roads that will require resurfacing repairs.
We will see in the near future, Councillors will see, two motor vehicles moving through the city that use a special modern technology to assess the damage that occurred to the road base through a range of testing methodology that will determine exactly how much it will cost to resurface those roads and at what time. The cost anticipated is in the tens of millions of dollars, merely to rectify those assets. There were—by 25 March, within one month of the flood, this Council had repaired more than 17,000 potholes.
Of the traffic signals that were affected, 26 of the 31 had to be replaced, but were operational by 4 March, within 10 days. Three bridges were damaged. Kooringal Drive Bridge in Jindalee has been demolished and will require replacement.
Chair:	Councillor WINES, your time has expired.
Councillor WINES:	There’s a lot more to come, Mr Chair.
[bookmark: _Hlk104819985]Chair:	Councillor JOHNSTON.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Yes, Mr Chairman, my question is for you. Two weeks ago, immediately following the dinner break in front of the clerk, ALP Councillors, LNP Councillors, including yourself, Councillor ADAMS started shouting at me—(Comments removed at the request of the CEO, in accordance with the AP068 Production of Council Minutes Policy approved by Council on 8 August 2012). She said it over and over again until you and others encouraged her from the Chamber. What action are you taking regarding her—(Comments removed at the request of the CEO, in accordance with the AP068 Production of Council Minutes Policy approved by Council on 8 August 2012)—behaviour towards me?
Chair:	Councillor JOHNSTON, questions may be put to the LORD MAYOR or Chair of a relevant Committee. That question is out of order. 
	Next, further questions?
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Point of order.
Councillor interjecting.
Chair:	Point of order.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	I’ve got a procedural matter to raise, Mr Chairman. Two weeks ago, immediately following the dinner break in front of the clerk, ALP Councillors, LNP Councillors, including yourself, Councillor ADAMS started screaming at me—(Comments removed at the request of the CEO, in accordance with the AP068 Production of Council Minutes Policy approved by Council on 8 August 2012). She said it over and over again until you and others encouraged her from the Chamber. What action are you going to take as the Chair of Council regarding her—(Comments removed at the request of the CEO, in accordance with the AP068 Production of Council Minutes Policy approved by Council on 8 August 2012)—behaviour towards me?
Chair:	Councillor JOHNSTON, are you moving a suspension of standing rules?
Councillor JOHNSTON:	I’m raising a matter of procedure for you to address as the Chairperson of Council.
Chair:	I don’t believe this is the appropriate mechanism for doing that, Councillor JOHNSTON.
	Further questions?
	Councillor ATWOOD.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Point of order.
Chair:	Point of order to you, Councillor JOHNSTON.

	636/2021-22
Councillor Nicole JONNSTON moved, seconded by Councillor Steve GRIFFITHS, that the Chair’s ruling be dissented from. Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion of dissent was declared lost on the voices.



Thereupon, Councillor Nicole JOHNSTON and Steve GRIFFITHS immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared lost.

The voting was as follows:

AYES: 7 -	Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Jared CASSIDY, and Councillors Kara COOK, Peter CUMMING, Steve GRIFFITHS, Charles STRUNK, Jonathan SRI and Nicole JOHNSTON.

NOES: 17		The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, and Councillors Greg ADERMANN, Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Tracy DAVIS, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Sarah HUTTON, Sandy LANDERS, James MACKAY, Peter MATIC, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Angela OWEN, Steven TOOMEY, and Andrew WINES.
Chair:	Further questions? 
Councillor ATWOOD.
Question 6
Councillor ATWOOD:	Yes, thank you, Chair. My question is to the Chair of the Finance and City Governance Committee, Councillor CUNNINGHAM. Councillor CUNNINGHAM, earlier the LORD MAYOR updated the Chamber on some tough decisions that will need to be made in the upcoming budget, including how the Schrinner Council will rebuild and recover after the 2022 floods. Can you please update the Chamber on the history of Council’s finances over the past three years, including the strain that has been put on it from unforeseen circumstances?
Chair:	Councillor CUNNINGHAM.
Councillor CUNNINGHAM:	Yes, thanks, Mr Chair, and through you, thanks to Councillor ATWOOD for the question. There’s no doubt that the floods in February were unprecedented in their scale and had a devastating impact on our city and suburbs. The de Jersey review notes that, while 14,100 properties in 94 suburbs were affected in 2011, it was 23,400 properties in a whopping 177 suburbs which were affected this time around. With the initial work to estimate the cost of this disaster now finalised, we know that the financial impact on Council will be three times as large as the 2011 floods.
To your question, Councillor ATWOOD, the February floods have come after two years of a pandemic. The pandemic alone was one of the most significant challenges our city’s finances have faced. While not as significant as the personal struggles and, indeed, the tragedy caused by COVID, across three financial years, the pandemic has cost Brisbane ratepayers over $200 million. In 2019-20 and in 2020-21, $18.9 million went towards direct relief to support for small businesses. We introduced a raft of fee waivers and rent relief to support frontline workers and small businesses.
A number of changes to parking management were introduced, resulting in over $22 million in reduced revenue. We supported community clubs with direct payments and water grants totalling $4 million. To support ratepayers dealing with the personal financial uncertainty of COVID, we offered a special rebate which meant average rates payable actually went backwards last year. We also offered a $250 rebate to all ratepayers on JobKeeper. These initiatives cost the budget over $16 million. Other revenue impacts in the first two years of the pandemic included significantly lower volumes of infrastructure charges and other Council fees. These in total came to $67.5 million.
By the last budget, we had cautious optimism that the worst of the pandemic would be over, but unfortunately, as we know now, Delta and Omicron outbreaks have continued the impact. There has been, to date, another hit of $85 million to Council’s budget from COVID in the current financial year. All up, this is a $200 million impact to the budget since the pandemic began, but, Mr Chair, throughout, we have kept the budget strong. We have made hard decisions, and of course we know there were unpopular decisions.
The Labor Party were crowing about the fact that Brisbane hadn’t gone into deficit, and they said that we should have. Responsible financial management is one of the reasons why the people of Brisbane back Team Schrinner. They like the fact that we don’t take our writing instructions from Cameron Dick. They appreciate that, Mr Chair. All of the hard work we did over the past few years puts us in a far better position today because, as we know, the February floods have had a significant impact, three times the cost of 2011, but now we are focused on how we will rebuild and how we will recover.
There is $660 million in cost to Council, half of which must be directly funded by this Council. Ratepayers expect us to prioritise rebuilding and recovery and that’s exactly what we are doing. There is much work to be done, from clubhouses and fields to roads and bikeways to parks and pools. This means that the LORD MAYOR has made further difficult decisions, but they are sensible decisions, Mr Chair, and decisions that ratepayers can understand. They know that you don’t put in a pool when your house is damaged or your roof has a leak, and Council’s approach is exactly the same.
We will continue to embark on the important projects that are already underway, like the Brisbane Metro and our two green bridges, but while we rebuild and we recover, other projects will have to be paused or cancelled, and this is the sensible thing to do. Council, like every other government, business, and household is also feeling the effects of inflation, driven by global supply chain constraints and the war in Europe. Indeed, the floods have also come at a time when costs are going up, Mr Chair. We know that inflation in Brisbane is at six—
Chair:	Councillor CUNNINGHAM, your time has expired.
	That ends Question Time. 
LORD MAYOR, the Establishment and Coordination Committee report, please.


[bookmark: _Toc104746932]CONSIDERATION OF COMMITTEE REPORTS:

[bookmark: _Toc104746933]ESTABLISHMENT AND COORDINATION COMMITTEE

The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR (Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER), Chair of the Establishment and Coordination Committee, moved, seconded by the Councillor Sarah HUTTON, that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 16 May 2022, be adopted. 

Chair:	LORD MAYOR.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Point of order.
Chair:	Point of order, Councillor JOHNSTON.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Yes, thank you. I’m seeking the further following information with respect to items B and C. Could the LORD MAYOR please provide a list of the projects that have been completely cut from this year’s budget and outline them for the meeting today to aid debate?
Chair:	Thank you.
	LORD MAYOR.
LORD MAYOR:	Thank you, Mr Chair. Before I move on, I wanted to remind all Councillors that the Council Chamber does not have Parliamentary privilege, as we saw in the State Parliament and the Federal Parliament, which means that when you defame someone, there are consequences for that. Given what’s just happened and claims made by a certain Councillor, I would remind all Councillors that if you say something that is clearly not true or is defamatory, there are potential legal consequences to that, and so we should all bear that in mind. The first thing I wanted to say—
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Point of order.
Chair:	Point of order to you, Councillor JOHNSTON.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	I would remind the LORD MAYOR that Councillor ADAMS has repeatedly threatened me in this place—
Chair:	Councillor—
Councillor JOHNSTON:	—and, Mr Chairman, that I have a right to put her behaviour on the record towards me as—
Chair:	Councillor JOHNSTON—
Councillor JOHNSTON:	—it’s been escalating and abusive.
Chair:	Councillor JOHNSTON, that is not a point of order.
Councillor interjecting.
Chair:	Councillor JOHNSTON.
	LORD MAYOR.
LORD MAYOR:	Thank you.
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	Firstly, I would like to congratulate the Anthony Albanese incoming Government for their election win on the weekend—
Councillors interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	—and I know that the Councillors on my right need an occasional win—
Chair:	Councillor CUMMING.
LORD MAYOR:	—every now and again, and so this is the only one they’re going to get in a very long time, but having said that—
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	—I do say that I’m very much looking forward to working with the Albanese Government on the projects that are important to Brisbane and the issues that are important to Brisbane, just as we have done with their predecessor governments, not just the most recent one, but successive governments over a long period of time that have productively worked with the Brisbane City Council. We have seen governments on both sides of politics invest in infrastructure in our city and we want that to continue. 
So, obviously, we’ll be working with the incoming Government on projects like Brisbane Metro, which is Federally funded in part, projects like the Kangaroo Point Bridge, which is Federally funded in part, projects like the Moggill Road corridor upgrade, which is Federally funded in part, projects like the Wecker Road and Newnham Road upgrade, intersection upgrade, the Rochedale and Priestdale Road intersection upgrade, the Beams Road corridor upgrade, and a range of other important projects across the city. We’re looking forward to the new Government meeting the commitments that have been made on those projects at the Federal level, and productively bringing those projects to a successful finish.
We also look forward to the Albanese Government meeting the commitment of the previous government to fund Olympic-related infrastructure 50-50, and any costs associated with the Olympics on a 50-50 basis. I did notice that, in the days leading up to the election, there was some question over whether that deal that had previously been struck would be honoured by the new Government. I’m sure it will be. I’m sure it will be because it’s the right thing to do, but obviously, we’ll be focused on that.
In the dealings that I’ve had from time to time with Anthony Albanese, he gets that it’s important to work with Councils to invest in infrastructure, and so that is a good thing. So I’m positive and optimistic about the working relationship that we can have with the new Federal Government, and I do say, I am actually genuinely glad that we look like we have a majority government. Now, whichever side of the fence you sit on, a minority government controlled by extremists is never a good thing to have for a State, a Council, or a nation.
Councillors interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	So, to have a majority government is good for Australia.
Councillors interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	It’s good for Australia, and I’m glad that we see a majority government looking like it will take place. That is really positive and I think it allows for good, solid decision-making and, as I said, not having extremists on the left and the right pulling the strings, which is always bad for the people of Australia and bad for good decision-making. We’ll look forward to working with the new Government, and we’ll continue working with the State Government on things like the Olympics. I know that Labor Councillors really don’t like it when the State Government cooperates with us on things. They complain about it to their Labor colleagues in George Street all the time, but it is good for Brisbane when different levels of government work together.
So, whether we’re working together on the Olympics or whether we’re working together on infrastructure, we will continue to have the interests of Brisbane residents at heart. We will continue to make sure that the right thing is happening when it comes to investing in infrastructure and the issues that are important to Brisbane residents. So, let this be the beginning of a new era of cooperation and of positive investment in Brisbane from the Federal Government. That is something that I would welcome. Once again, hearty congratulations to the new Anthony Albanese Government.
Last night, the Story Bridge, Victoria Bridge, Reddacliff Place, and the Tropical Dome were lit up in red to support Red Shield Appeal, the Salvos’ annual Red Shield Appeal, which we have been supporting for many years and we continue to support tonight.
Victoria Bridge and Reddacliff Place will be lit up in purple to support Starlight Day and the Starlight Foundation and the work that they do to support sick kids in hospital, and they’ve been doing that for over 30 years now.
Tomorrow night, all of our assets will be lit up in maroon for National Palliative Care Week, and this annual campaign raises awareness for the palliative care sector which helps people with life-limiting illnesses to live as well as possible for as long as possible, and support their physical, emotional, and social and spiritual needs.
This Thursday is a really important day and it is National Sorry Day. On 26 May every year, we acknowledge and commemorate the members of the stolen generation. This is a tragedy in our national history and one that we are all determined to learn from, but also, it’s important to acknowledge what has happened and to make sure that it does not happen in the future, it never happens again, and that we make all efforts to achieve reconciliation for a nation as we move forward productively together. So, for this occasion, we’re lighting up the Victoria Bridge and Story Bridge in black, yellow, and red, and so that is for Sorry Day.
On Friday night, we’ll be lighting up our assets in the rainbow colours for the eve of the LGBTIQ (lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans and gender diverse, intersex and queer) Domestic Violence Awareness Day. We did this just last week for IDAHOBIT (International Day Against Homophobia, Biphobia and Transphobia) Day, and again for LGBTIQ Domestic Violence Awareness Day. This annual awareness day aims to end domestic violence and abuse within all communities, including the LGBTIQ community, by increasing visibility and awareness of this challenge.
On Saturday night, Reddacliff Place and the Victoria Bridge, City Hall, and the Story Bridge will be lit up in red to support 65 Roses Awareness Day. We know that this day is all about supporting Cystic Fibrosis Queensland and their fantastic work that they continue to do in our community.
Finally, on Sunday, we will be lighting up all our assets once again, in black, yellow, but also red, blue, white, and green to support National Reconciliation Week. Obviously, you’ve worked it out, they’re the colours of not only the Aboriginal flag, but the Torres Strait Islander flag, the two flags that we have proudly flying in our Council Chamber and we have for a significant period of time. So, Reconciliation Week next week will be commemorating that and honouring that by lighting up our assets. The theme for 2022 is Be Brave and Make Change, which I think is a really positive theme going into this important week.
The items in front of us, item A, a significant contracting plan (SCP) for animal management services. This is an amendment to a previously approved SCP. Council provides animal management services via preferred supplier arrangements with Animal Welfare League of Queensland and also Brisbane Livestock Control. These arrangements look after our two animal rehoming centres in Bracken Ridge and Willawong, and also includes animal collection and transport from either stray, lost, or wandering animals.
In October last year, Council approved a significant contracting plan for these new services. The tender closed in December 2021. Two proposals were received for the operation of the rehoming services and one proposal received for the animal collection and transport services. When Council received the tenders, the animal care at rehoming centres was significantly higher than estimated in the original SCP. Following several rounds of negotiations and clarifications, one of the tenderers has reduced their price to a mutually agreeable fee, as seen in the papers today. Pending Council approval, these new contracts will begin in August this year.
The annual operational plan and progress report, item B, for March 2022, we’re seeing in this report the start, I guess, of some impacts associated with the flood, and also the requirement that—or not the requirement, but this—
Chair:	LORD MAYOR, your time has expired.
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Chair:	LORD MAYOR.
LORD MAYOR:	We see, starting to flow through in this report, the impact of the 2011 floods to start with, but we won’t see the full impacts until the next quarterly report. The reality is that hundreds of our key personnel, frontline staff were diverted from other jobs to assist with the recovery and the initial response process, and that was something they did a fantastic job with, but obviously, what it means across Council is that the work that they would otherwise have been doing in many cases has been delayed. So, that is the reality of the situation when you are in an emergency situation, in a crisis, you respond immediately and fulsomely in the best way you can, but your day-to-day normal job sometimes gets put on hold while you do that initial repair work. We see this starting to flow through in the quarterly report.
More importantly and more significantly, the third budget review has come through at item C. Now, this budget review, as we flagged, is about making sure that we reprioritise the recovery of our city. We’ve made a number of changes in this review, and in detail they’re listed so, Councillor JOHNSTON, to answer your question, the detail has been provided and you can see that in the attached documents. It’s provided in the way that it is always provided when we do a budget review, and so there is information about changes in different projects, changes in different service areas, and that is coming through today for consideration.
The reality is we have seen a reduction in revenue over the past period of time of over $100 million, mainly from the pandemic, and so that impact has flowed on. Then, we have seen an increase in expenses at the same time, associated with both the pandemic and also the flood response. So, all I can say is thank goodness that we budgeted a modest surplus. Thank goodness that we budgeted a modest surplus. So, while other levels of government have thrown out that financial discipline of trying to keep balanced budgets, we have not.
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	We have not, and so—
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	—what we have done, as I said before, is to have a little bit of a buffer zone there for unexpected things, and that buffer zone has helped us initially with the response. It gave us the capacity to do that initial response, but going forward with the next couple of years and the rebuilding process that we’ll need to undertake, we’ve had to make adjustments to our immediate priorities. Some of those adjustments have come through in this third budget review. We announced them last week and they include projects that will either be paused or stopped so that we can focus on the rebuilding effort.
	Now, it’s been interesting to hear some of the commentary where Labor has already started criticising our efforts to keep the budget strong and balanced and to prioritise the rebuilding process, but if you actually have a drill down into what they’ve been saying, it’s quite extraordinary. Week after week, they’ve come in here and, in fact, for years they’ve been criticising the Green Bridge program. Have they ever said a positive thing about green bridges?
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	No, they haven’t.
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	Yet now, they’re criticising us for putting the—
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	—for putting the third and fourth bridges on pause.
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	We cancelled the fifth. You know that. You were there. You were actually there.
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	You were there and it was actually Councillor ADERMANN.
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	You haven’t been paying attention. You haven’t been paying attention.
Councillors interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	So, when—
Chair:	Councillor MACKAY.
LORD MAYOR:	—we pause the third and fourth bridge, they’re criticising us.
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	They keep complaining about the Green Bridge program—
Councillor SRI:	Point of order, Chair.
LORD MAYOR:	—and when we pause it—
Chair:	Point of order to you, Councillor SRI.
LORD MAYOR:	—they’re still complaining.
Chair:	Point of order to you, Councillor SRI.
Councillor SRI:	Will the Mayor take a quick question?
Chair:	LORD MAYOR.
LORD MAYOR:	I’d love to take a question, Councillor SRI.
Councillor SRI:	Thanks. Through you, Chair, obviously I’m keen to see those bridges come back online as soon as possible. Can you give us any indication of what the impact to timelines might be, and at least when the West End to Toowong Bridge might happen?
LORD MAYOR:	Thank you, Councillor SRI—
Chair:	LORD MAYOR.
LORD MAYOR:	—and thank you for your support of the Green Bridges Program, it is appreciated. Certainly, let’s go back, and in answering a question, it’s important to go back to what was said on day one of me becoming LORD MAYOR. We would invest, over the next 10 years, $550 million into building up to five green bridges.
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	It’s funny because Labor Councillors have continued to misrepresent the facts, but that’s exactly what we said on day one.
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	On day one.
Councillors interjecting.
Chair:	Councillor JOHNSTON, please.
LORD MAYOR:	They can keep telling lies if they wish, but I’ll keep telling the truth, and I’ll keep telling the truth about them, too—
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	—which is important. Now, we promised $550 million towards a bigger program that would see up to five bridges built over 10 years. So, that’s what was committed, and in our budget, we funded 550 million towards this project or towards these projects over 10 years. Interestingly, though, we have significantly got on with the project upfront, so in the first period or the first term, we’re investing $260 million into the first two. They are under construction right now. They won’t be stopping. They won’t be paused. In fact, they’re being fast-tracked. So, the Kangaroo Point Bridge under construction will be built. The Breakfast Creek Bridge, construction is gearing up now. It will be built.
So, that $260 million investment is full steam ahead. We had awarded the tenders and gone through the process. The process for that had started and was at a very mature point before the floods, and it was the right thing to do to continue those investments. What we are talking about now is pausing bridges three and four, and they will come back and so we will meet our commitment of investing 550 million in 10 years. We will, absolutely, and I really do want to see those West End Green Bridges come back online and be built. I’m very passionate about these projects, but I know that even the projects that I’m passionate about, we need to do the right thing right now and pause them so that we can get on with the recovery.
So, Councillor SRI, to answer your question specifically, if the flood recovery costs less than we expect or if it happens sooner than we expect, then we’ll be bringing those bridges back online sooner. At this point in time, we’re expecting it will take a good two years to do the recovery work, and then we’ll look at bringing those bridges back online. If, however, we are able to secure funding from other levels of government, as we have with the first bridge, then we can bring it all back on sooner. We can do more. So, we will continue, even though the bridges, those third and fourth bridges are on pause.
We will continue to seek money from other levels of government, and there’s an opportunity then for funding to be allocated to bring that back online sooner, and then we can get into it. We are advocating and making submissions to Infrastructure Australia, which is the national body that recommends Federal funding for projects, and it’d be awesome to see a great outcome there. We can bring them back on sooner. That goes for other projects that have been paused, as well. If the recovery costs less than we anticipate, we can bring back projects sooner. If the recovery happens quicker than we anticipate, we can bring back projects sooner.
So this is a really important point here, but back to my point previously, Labor Councillors were criticising the green bridges and now they’re criticising us for pausing the green bridges, Labor Councillors have criticised the Downey Park proposal. They criticised that. They were there criticising it, and now they’ve criticised us for stopping the project. Labor Councillors were criticising the Mowbray Park vision, and now they’re criticising us for pausing the project. What is it that these people believe in? What do they believe in?
It doesn’t—I think it’s pretty clear, and it’s clear to the people of Brisbane, no matter what we do, they’ll criticise it. It doesn’t matter what we do, they will criticise it. They will find a reason to be against it, but that’s not a productive way to be in Opposition, I think. That is just the lazy way of being in Opposition. Just criticise everything. If something changes, it doesn’t matter, keep criticising it. That is a lazy approach to Opposition, but I would like to know, because I no doubt expect we’ll see Labor criticising this budget review, I would like to know what their alternative would be, what their alternative would be.
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	Now, let me predict, let me predict. Every problem can be solved by cancelling Living in Brisbane publication. Let me predict, okay. A publication that costs $0.20 per household per edition—
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	—is going to plug a $327 million hole that we have.
Chair:	LORD MAYOR, your time has expired.
Councillor interjecting.
Chair:	Are you finished, LORD MAYOR? Thank you.
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LORD MAYOR:	You’re right, Councillor CASSIDY. I am just winding up.
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	So let me predict, there’ll be these simplistic arguments that, oh, if you cancel Living in Brisbane, you can fix all these problems, if you cancelled communication with residents—if you cancelled engagement with residents. Well, we know that Labor doesn’t really like engagement with residents and we know they don’t like residents to know what’s going on. They like to keep them in the dark like mushrooms, but we believe it’s important to communicate with people. In the end, it is something that with Living in Brisbane, for example, has been happening for decades, for decades.
So, we will continue to communicate with the people of Brisbane, but let’s not have any simplistic ways of responding to what is a major catastrophe in our city. How would Labor find the $327 million that needs to be found? How would they do it? I suspect that they would simply bury their head in the sand and get out the credit card, and we know how that ends. That means that people get a much bigger bill down the track. That means that rates go up more down the track under Labor.
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	That’s exactly what happens, and so we’re not prepared to let that happen. We’re making changes now responsibly to prioritise the recovery, and then we’ll get back to those things that need to happen. We’ll get back to the green bridges. We’ll get back to the investment that has to happen across the city in a range of projects, and even with the extent of investment in bikeways and active travel infrastructure. I’ve heard some commentary about, oh, the green bridges and the cancellation of the North Brisbane Bikeway (NBB), it’s only active travel projects that have somehow suffered.
Well, here’s the reality. The majority of our investment in the coming years is active travel projects, far more than we’re spending on road projects, far more. We’re seeing Brisbane Metro over $1.5 billion, an investment that should be made by the State. We’re doing it. We’re seeing these new bridges and bikeways being built. We’re doing it. We’re seeing record investment in active and public transport, and even with the temporary pauses in some of these projects or stopping some of these projects, we will still be spending more on public and active transport and public and these sustainable ways of getting around than we will be on roads. We will be.
So, let’s not hear any fake arguments about, oh, you’re only punishing public and active transport projects. That is rubbish. That is rubbish. They are projects that we are committed to and they are projects which will resume as soon as we have the capacity to do so. We are very proud of our record investment in public and active transport, but it makes sense that we wouldn’t spend money building a new bikeway when there’s around $50 million worth of bikeway repairs that need to be done.
We have to fix up the Kedron Brook Bikeway. We have to replace bikeway bridges that have been damaged or washed away or made unsafe because of the flood. We have to replace them first and then we can build new bikeways. I’m unapologetic and unashamed about prioritising the recovery. It’s what has to happen and it’s the right thing to do.
Chair:	Thank you, LORD MAYOR. 
Further speakers? 
Councillor CASSIDY.
Councillor CASSIDY:	Thanks very much, Chair. I don’t know that I need to speak because the LORD MAYOR just debated himself.
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:	It was like having Laurel and Hardy, but all in one bloke standing up before us today.

Seriatim - Clause A
	Councillor Jared CASSIDY requested that Clause A, STORES BOARD SUBMISSION —SIGNIFICANT CONTRACTING PLAN AMENDMENT FOR ANIMAL MANAGEMENT SERVICES, be taken seriatim for voting purposes.


Councillor CASSIDY:	I’ll start with B and then get into C as we go. So, Clause B is the report card, essentially, for the third quarter of this budget, the one we’ve just come out of, the 2021-22 budget. By any measure and by every measure, this LNP Administration has truly failed. Now, despite us being at the end of the third quarter, 75% of the way through the year, Council’s capital spending under the LNP has reached just 41% across all programs. It’s got to be one of the worst results we have seen. So, the longer this LNP Administration is in charge, up to 18 years—
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:	—the slower they roll out funding to our suburbs, the worse these projects are delivered, and the more people pay in rates and the less they get back. The next budget’s being handed down in four weeks’ time, and we’ve got 60% of the current budget before us today remaining unspent under this LNP Administration. Now, it is no wonder residents are asking and saying more and more why their parks aren’t being mowed, their park projects are being gutted, and their footpaths are staying broken for years and years and years on end.
This 60% no doubt will be rolled over into next year’s budget and the Mayor will make these fake announcements saying there’s record spending all of a sudden, because we’ve got half of last year’s budget being rolled into the next year’s budget.
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:	He’ll be fast-tracking something, that’s right, that he announced five, six, seven years ago after gutting half of the project along the way. So, these spends, these underspends can be seen in a significant number of projects and across a significant number of programs, in fact, all programs. We see the delays to bikeway and pedestrian infrastructure, including the Norman Park Bikeway, the Moreton Bay Cycleway and, of course, the North Brisbane Bikeway. The North Brisbane Bikeway is an interesting one that the LORD MAYOR talked about in one of his delays.
He said last week, I think in his announcement on Thursday, I think it was last week, that he had to delay the North Brisbane Bikeway because of these flood works, these emergent flood works, and he couldn’t afford to build the North Brisbane Bikeway, but we found out soon after that that the then-LNP Federal Member for Brisbane, Trevor Evans, had sent a letter out to residents saying that, through his lobbying directly to the LNP Mayor of this city, he got that project knocked off just ahead of the Federal election. That was days before the LNP Mayor of this city stood up and said, I can’t fund this because of flood works, but privately, has done some deal with Trevor Evans, presumably—
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:	—and Tim Nicholls, the State LNP Member of Parliament and their local LNP Councillor, Chair, you. I know you were actively campaigning against the North Brisbane Bikeway, all three LNP politicians. Well, they’re all going by the wayside now, aren’t they, in that part of Brisbane, LNP politicians?
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:	It’s no wonder. It’s no wonder when you all treat the people of Brisbane like fools and you get found out for it that people are upset with you. You don’t listen to them, you don’t consult them, and then you do deals behind their backs. The people who would otherwise have used that important piece of active transport infrastructure to get cars off the road, to break the back of congestion in that part of Brisbane, encouraging people to use active transport, now have to wait until whenever. Whenever, he says.
The LNP Mayor says—well, he said first of all it was cut, then he said maybe it was cancelled and maybe we’ll have it back in a couple of years’ time, see how he goes with his flood works. Well, if these documents are anything to go by, those projects are never coming back, and he never wanted to carry them out. My criticism levelled at you, LORD MAYOR, is that you continue to break your promises, and that will be your record going forward. Other public and active transport projects that are being cut, of course, include the Dockside and Mowbray ferry terminal upgrades, bus stop upgrades, $26 million in delay to the bendy-bus project.
Of course I’ve criticised that project. I’ve been strongly on the record of that. My criticism not is of just the project, but your handling of the project, LORD MAYOR. I mean, we’ve seen it more from a $944 million subway system that was supposed to rival the Paris, the Montreal, the Tokyo, and the London Tube.
Councillor interjecting.
Chair:	Councillor MURPHY, please.
Councillor CASSIDY:	They were the words of Graham Quirk and Adrian SCHRINNER when they stood up together. They said—Graham Quirk said, this subway system would rival the Paris Metro, he said. It’s all there in black and white. You can run from your record, you can call yourself a bunch of teals, but it’s all there in black and white. The LNP promised the people of Brisbane—
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:	The LNP promised the people of Brisbane a subway system. In their initial artist impressions, they had trains with tracks and wheels under there in those big red brick stations, and now what do we have? A $1.7 billion bus project that they’re buying 60 buses from Europe for, and not even supporting local manufacturing, and we see this key project, this key project that was announced in January 2016, delayed again and delayed again and delayed again and delayed again.
I mean, anyone going to the Olympics in Brisbane will be lucky to get on a bus, let alone a Metro bendy-bus, at this rate of this LORD MAYOR’s leadership. The $14.5 million delay to the green bridges now and the ongoing pause to them, of course we’re going to criticise your handling of this. As you said, LORD MAYOR, in your opening statement today that when you became LORD MAYOR, your commitment was to build five green bridges.
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:	Didn’t say up to five green bridges. He’s trying to bend and twist the truth. He even released a map, a map of the Brisbane River, and he had pins on that map, that one that Councillor ADERMANN knocked off out there in the western suburbs, and he had those locations, those five locations for those five green bridges that he committed to. Now, we’re getting two and we’re not supposed to criticise that. We’re not supposed to hold you to account. I mean, this LORD MAYOR doesn’t know whether he is Arthur or Martha at the moment, making threats to Councillors, saying that we’re not allowed to criticise him about his mismanagement of this budget.
We know he is worried after last weekend, Chair, but this is getting to be quite extraordinary. The LORD MAYOR had to let it slip, he had to let it slip last year that the five green bridges—or then four, because he cut one—would only and could only be delivered if he received money from the State Government or the Federal Government. Now, he was never clear about that. In his pre-election pitch, he went to the people of Brisbane and he said he would be delivering—
Councillors interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:	—and he said, and he said, Chair, if we have to go it alone, we will.
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:	I remember that press conference. It’s there. It is recorded, LORD MAYOR. You said, if we have to go it alone, we will. Well, where are they? Where are the green bridges? You’re down to two. You’re down to two green bridges. You couldn’t get a commitment out of the State Government. You couldn’t get a commitment out of the Federal LNP Government. I don’t know whether you’ve asked the incoming Government for funding for the green bridges yet, but you haven’t been able to do a deal. You are not a very good negotiator, obviously, when it comes to these projects, LORD MAYOR.
Now, we know the LORD MAYOR, this LNP Mayor can’t even get these vanity projects done on time which were his election commitments, and perhaps it is, as we are sort of surmising over here with his language, a way to stretch them out until the next election in two years’ time so you can re-announce them. Then maybe they’re new projects at the next election, apparently—
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:	Fast-tracking, of course, but these aren’t the only infrastructure projects that we’re seeing delays on. Of course, these are the inner city ones that he’s obsessed with, but there are some significant other ones out in the suburbs, as well, Chair. There’s $5.6 million of delays for traffic management and traffic calming works in multiple suburbs across Brisbane, including Bowen Hills, Albion, Fig Tree Pocket, Chelmer, Taringa, Newmarket, Indooroopilly, Grange, Windsor, and Manly West.
There is $17 million worth of delays to suburban park upgrades in—bear with me—Kedron, Murarrie, Wynnum, Chelmer, Archerfield, Nundah, Tingalpa, Carindale, Carina, Ellen Grove, Middle Park, Milton, Stafford, Rocklea, Bowen Hills, Brisbane Downs, East Brisbane, Inala, and of course, at Nudgee, Councillor ALLAN. The Nudgee Recreation Reserve has been cut and gutted again.
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:	Again, it has been cut and gutted again. This is the one that the local LNP Councillor went out there with big fanfare and the Mayor, announcing what they were going to be delivering ahead of an election, got people to vote for them based on something, and then after the election, lo and behold, turn around, gut this project and delay it, delay it again.
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:	We see $14 million in delays to road resurfacing, reconstruction, and rehabilitation of bridges and culverts. Brisbane’s suburban road network was crumbling before the floods and they will continue to crumble after these floods, because all of these important works, all these important works are going to be delayed now.
Chair:	Councillor CASSIDY, your time has expired.
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Chair:	Councillor CASSIDY. 
Councillor CASSIDY:	Thanks, Chair. We’re seeing here, as well, which is particularly bad, particularly bad in the context of what we’ve seen not just over the last couple of months, but over the last couple of years, is a $12 million delay to stormwater and drainage works across Brisbane.
Councillors interjecting. 
Councillor CASSIDY:	In my ward, I know this is happening right across—I know that Hemmant, those communities see with just light rain significant flooding. I know in wards right across Brisbane and in my ward, there are tidal devices down along the foreshore, which now we find out after many months of trying to get information out of the LORD MAYOR, he finally writes to confirm that three of those are faulty, but there’s no money in the budget for either design or delivery.
They’ve known about that for two years, Chair. They have known that these basic suburban drainage solutions to stop people’s property flooding and to stop their garages and their houses being inundated with saltwater—the LORD MAYOR has to write back, is forced to write back and say, sorry, residents of Sandgate, there is no money in the drainage budget for any design of the—for the replacement of these devices or, indeed, the rollout, but that was before the cuts. That was before the cuts.
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:	So now, there’s been a $12 million cut to the drainage budget in the wake of the worst flood we have ever seen. Of course, of course, LORD MAYOR, we have never suggested that increasing the drainage budget would have solved what happened on the Sunday afternoon of that flood, but what we are seeing is increased flooding due to climate factors changing and increased development and, of course, this LNP Administration is taking more and more in developer fees, but we’re not seeing that suburban infrastructure keep up with that growth.
Councillors interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:	Now, we’re seeing a $12 million cut to that. It’s actually devastating for people living in the outer suburbs of Brisbane. Now, on the topic of floods, the LNP have also delayed the delivery of the Flood Resilient Homes program and also the delivery of telemetry gauges and warning devices. Now, these are important because these tell people when creeks and waterways are flooding, and we know the existing ones the Council has weren’t used properly.
The telemetry gauges on Cabbage Tree Creek showed that there was going to be ahead of time a devastating flood in the suburb of Deagon. People who had the wherewithal and the knowledge to check that knew that ahead of time, and this Administration, this Council had that information, as well, their Council gauges, and they didn’t warn anyone. They didn’t warn anyone with it, with that information. I personally signed up for all of Council’s—
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:	—warning and I’m in the area that got flooded. My yard flooded. I was lucky enough to escape flooding into my house from that creek flooding. I didn’t get warning, and everyone I asked in that area, every single resident didn’t get warned. We see here today, we see here today that this LNP Mayor is delaying the delivery of warning devices and telemetry gauges in our waterways. That is an absolute shame on you, LORD MAYOR. Now, despite this LNP Administration and this LNP Mayor knowing that we were in a La Niña weather cycle, they’ve been delaying vital works to mitigate floods in this city and reduce their impacts on residents.
All we see from this LNP Administration, all this LORD MAYOR could talk about today, was his inner city projects, was the Metro and was the inner city green bridges and our criticism of those. He wouldn’t talk about anything in the suburbs, because the reality before us today is that he’s gutting the budget for the suburbs. Other key delays include $7 million for the Gresham Street Bridge and other suburban intersection upgrades, $3 million on conservation reserves management, $2.7 million in bushland acquisition is on the chopping board, $1 million for Village Precincts Projects.
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:	They’re gone. Over $400,000 for the Women’s Shed project, which the LORD MAYOR has consistently gone out and done media ops at, he’s cut the funding for that one. $2.6 million in sports field and hard court rehabilitation gone. So, he goes out and announces today a couple of hundred thousand dollars for eight community clubs out of the 326 that were affected by floods. He didn’t tell them that he was cutting $2.6 million from the Sports Field and Hard Court Rehabilitation program which would—
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:	They’re going backwards. So, they’re not getting the maintenance that they deserve, and only eight out of 326 are getting any support of those flood-affected clubs. $5.4 million on tree and park maintenance cut, $984,000 not spent on mosquito spraying—beggars belief—and 734,000 for the Inclusive Brisbane Plan implementation project has been cut in this budget review.
Now, this is the same program—we’ll all remember over the last couple of weeks, the same program that this LNP Administration, that LNP Councillors including Councillor HOWARD and the LORD MAYOR got up and said this was the program that they were using to address homelessness issues in this city. That was the reason, before they had to backtrack, that we didn’t need a homelessness strategy. Well, we find out today that they’re gutting $734,000 from that. I mean, what hope does this city have if that was the one token project, the one token project that you people had to tackle homelessness, and it’s being delayed?
Now, despite all of these underspends and delays, despite all this, Council has seen a $70 million increase in revenue from rates, charges, and public transport contributions.
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:	A $70 million increase in revenue, but 60% of the budget remains unspent, 60% of that capital budget out in our suburbs remains unspent. So, all this does come back to priorities, absolutely.
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:	This LNP Mayor has been ransacking the budget for years, pouring every cent into those handful of inner city vanity projects, using them to get publicity, announcing them at successive elections, and looking at another quarterly financial report, it’s clear that this LNP Mayor is still cutting, delaying, and sacrificing important suburban works and services to continue to fund his addiction to self-promotion, and residents are paying more and more in rates and getting less and less in return.
Now, Clause C, Chair, the third review of the budget. Now, this is where they’ll be pushing—they push all these things, push them out. This is the document. We see those tables where all these suburban works are delayed, and people are expected to continue to pay their rates on time. They can—they’re expected to pay their rates every quarter, but they’re not getting their projects funded. I think we can understand why, last week, that the Mayor wanted to get out in front of this one before the budget papers were released.
He made his announcements on Thursday, before we get these papers on Thursday afternoon, in an effort to take out the trash ahead of a busy weekend with a Federal election occurring, because this one is an absolute, an absolute doozy. it completely undermines his claims to be a responsible financial manager. It’s all in black and white here. He is anything but a responsible financial manager and his budget review absolutely proves it, Chair. Let’s take a look at Council’s revenue versus expenses.
Now, rates revenue is still expected to increase by 6.1% next financial year, and then another 5.2% in the years following that. There is still a projection of a $20.5 million this year, and apparently, that’s going to increase to $54 million by 2024-25. It doesn’t add up, though, when you look at the operating surplus ratio, the ratio which compares Council’s revenue, of course, to its costs. If the ratio is positive, there’s more money coming in than going out.
This year’s surplus ratio was two per cent, but this document revised that down to a -4.3%, which means Council’s budget doesn’t have enough revenue coming in to cover those operational expenses, under their delaying, delaying, delaying, and cutting projects. So, under this LNP Mayor, the budget’s gone from a surplus to a 4.3% deficit. The Queensland Treasury Corporation’s (QTC) guidelines for a Council operating surpluses between zero and 10%—so, the QTC says that this Council has to run a surplus. They’re instructed to do so.
This Council, under the LNP’s leadership, is now operating at a -4.3%. That’s the first ratio that proves this LNP Mayor is mishandling residents’ money. Look at Council’s net financial liabilities ratio, which measures how much Council owes versus its revenue. According to the QTC, anything above 60% is too high. It’s unsustainable, according to the QTC. 60%, remember that number, 60%. Anything above that is too high. Under Adrian SCHRINNER and his LNP Administration, Chair, Brisbane City Council’s net financial liabilities ratio has bloomed to 216%. So, we’re building a picture. We’re building a picture here.
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:	Rates go up, rates go up. They keep taking rates money in, promise projects, and then continue to delay those projects, rearrange those projects, cut vital elements out of those projects, announce that we’ll have monohull ferries back, then announce we’ll have some monohull ferries back, then announce we’ll have no monohull ferries back, because of this LNP Administration’s poor mismanagement of Brisbane’s rates. That’s more than three and a half times the threshold stated by the QTC.
Chair:	Councillor CASSIDY, your time has expired.
640/2021-22
At that point, Councillor Jared CASSIDY was granted an extension of time on the motion of Councillor Kara COOK, seconded by Councillor Charles STRUNK.

Chair: 	Councillor CASSIDY.
Councillor CASSIDY:	Thanks very much, Chair. Council’s asset sustainability ratio, which should be above 90%, this is the third ratio that the QTC says is a very important one for the financial sustainability of Council. Now, it should be above 90%. Under LNP Mayor Adrian SCHRINNER, we have a ratio of 59.5%, which has decreased over the year. So, those three key ratios of Brisbane City Council’s budget health, a budget that is supposed to balance taking ratepayers’ money in and delivering services to them out in the suburbs, under this LNP Administration is in dire straits and getting worse every single year.
The Mayor seems to be under some illusion still that he is a strong financial manager, but these numbers before us, Chair, dispel that myth entirely. Now, the next question is who pays for all this incompetency? Of course, it’s not the Mayor. It’s not Councillors. I mean, collectively, 27 of us, of course, pay rates if we own a property here in Brisbane, but the people who miss out and the people who have to pay through the nose for this incompetency every single time are the residents of Brisbane.
This LNP LORD MAYOR is costing them big time, and that’s why—his incompetence is why we are seeing services cut, community grants slashed, parks are being left unmowed for months, footpaths staying broken for years, and suburbs having to wait many, many years for basic drainage to be built to make them more flood resilient. I think, at this rate, if this LNP Mayor stays in Council for much longer, we’ll be lucky to get the bins collected, I think. Basic and fundamental services and maintenance are always the first thing on this LNP Administration’s chopping block. We’ve seen that. 
Any guesses for what’s last on the chopping block, of course? We know he mentioned one of them before, his advertising budget. Of course, that one doesn’t get cut, never gets cut. It gets increased, in fact. Last budget, we saw an increase to the Living in Brisbane budget. Never once seen a cut to that. In fact, during the flood, we know that this Administration produced a Living in Brisbane flyer, a newsletter, that was printed at great cost, went to the Australia Post distribution centre, and then the LORD MAYOR recalled that, issued a new one, a new one where the LORD MAYOR had a different photo. He was wearing some khaki and some gumboots in this one, and then had that one sent out and—
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:	—had the previous one junked, had them all shredded. I mean, that’s how deep his addiction to advertising goes, Chair, in this place, and that’s why services are being cut. The failed Brisbane App—
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:	—is still being promoted on radio, TV, bus stops, buses, newspapers, street furniture, even though no one’s using it and it’s costing rate payers $4.5 million. His huge black hole, his biggest black hole, of course, is the bendy-bus project which we talked about, ballooning now from 944 million to $1.7 billion and going backwards, delivering less, delivering less every time they revise this project, it delivers less and less. The two inner city walking bridges are being fast-tracked, costing $0.5 billion dollars, even though he is cutting three of them along the way. 
It’s clear all this LNP Mayor cares about self-promotion and using ratepayers’ money to do it. You can see the projects that he really cares about are ones that you can get publicity on, the ones that you can do media opportunities on, the ones you can put information centres about in Adelaide Street and call a press conference and do that. He doesn’t really care about the basics in the suburbs, because he can’t go and cut a ribbon on a drain and he doesn’t really go and get his photo at footpaths, although sometimes he does go out and get his photo at community clubs a week before cutting $2.6 million from the budget in supporting them. That’s really all he does care about, and it really is all about priorities, and this LNP Mayor has the wrong priorities.
Looking at other programs in this review now, Chair, we’re seeing a net cut of 330 million to capital spending this financial year, so 203 million cut to City Governance and 20 million cut to COVID-19 stimulus projects, as if that’s apparently not a thing anymore. We don’t need any support out in the community for these projects. They were supposed to boost the local economy and help Brisbane recover from the pandemic. Well, they’re not doing that anymore. In transport, we see 91 million worth of cuts, including 1.6 million to active transport, 4.3 million to terminal upgrades, the clean green sustainable—this is the—it’s just, this Mayor last week says, oh no, I’m teal. I’m teal. I’m not LNP. Please, please, please. I’m not LNP, I’m teal. That’s what he said last week.
Councillors interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:	He did, he described himself as teal last week, and this week we see the cutting $26 million from the Clean, Green, Sustainable program area in Council.
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:	Oh, it’s just unbelievable. $8.3 million cut from key drainage works, including stormwater infrastructure, drainage construction, resilience, and stormwater drainage rehabilitation. I mean, all those teal candidates had integrity front and centre in their campaigns. I just don’t think this LORD MAYOR fits the mould, really, when it comes to that, does he? You’d think in the recent floods and the rain that spending on drainage would be doubled or tripled or increased in some meaningful way, but again, fundamental suburban works don’t get publicity, so this LNP Mayor won’t fund them.
On top of this, we’re seeing a $1.3 million cut on works to sporting fields like C.P. Bottomley Park, Norman Park sports field, Hughie Williams Park, and Keperra Picnic Grounds. $10 million cut to sports park projects, which include new parks and upgrades. They’re not being delivered. In infrastructure, there’s $6 million in cuts to suburban intersections, including the Beams Road project, Norris Road, Bracken Ridge, and Newnham and Wecker Road.
	Interestingly, $11.6 million was fast-tracked for the Indooroopilly roundabout this year. Perhaps that was in an effort for Julian Simmonds to go out and announce that one.
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:	It didn’t really work, did it, out there in Ryan? Clearly didn’t work.
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:	In Lifestyle and Community Services, we see a $900,000 delay to the new Everton Park Library, $2.3 million in cuts to community facility improvements, and $1.8 million in cuts to pool refurbishments. Finally, in City Standards—unsurprisingly, of course, you could have predicted this one—a cut to the footpath repair budget to the tune of $170,000. In expenses, we see $200,000 in cuts to the suburban flying gangs to respond to issues out in the suburbs.
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:	Press conference was done on that one, so flying gangs, he doesn’t need that anymore. A $700,000 cut to the mosquito spraying budget, with a further cut of $600,000 for every single year in the forward estimates. Now, the LNP have put in the notes on this one, they’ve said the LNP want to cut the mosquito spraying budget because they’re predicting favourable weather conditions out to 2025. I’m not even kidding.
Councillors interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:	I’m not even kidding. It’s still raining today. The tide comes in and out twice a day and we have those king tides every month, which cause mass hatching of saltwater marsh mosquitoes, and this LNP Administration says, we need to find some money somewhere. What do we do? We cut the mosquito spraying budget. I mean, that’s the priorities. That’s the priorities of—yes, three more months of drenching rain as triple La Niña smashes Queensland. The LNP sees that headline, you know what they do? Just cut the mozzie spraying budget.
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:	Don’t need it. Cut the drainage budget, cut the mosquito spraying budget. That’s the LNP way.
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:	He can’t build footpaths, can’t get bus stops built in the suburbs to make sure that suburbs are serviced by public transport—
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:	—but he thinks he can predict the weather for five years. This LORD MAYOR thinks he’s all over that. Finally, those five green bridges, the last death knell for those bridges. It was five, then four, and now two. This was obviously an election commitment that was written on the back of a napkin, the other side of the napkin that the Metro one was written on, and these were the commitments that this LNP Mayor made to the people of Brisbane and he has broken them. That will be his record going into the 2024 election, cuts to services, eyewatering cost blowouts on inner city projects, and monumental rate hikes to pay for them.
This LNP Mayor’s ego is running this city into the ground and residents have well and truly had enough, Chair. It really is time for change—we’ve had a bit of change over the weekend—change in Brisbane City Council cannot come soon enough.
Chair:	Thank you. Just to confirm, Councillor CASSIDY, did you move seriatim for debate and voting? Just for voting later? Thank you. 
Further speakers on A, B, and C? 
Thank you, Councillor TOOMEY.
Councillor TOOMEY:	Thank you, Chair. I rise briefly to speak on item A and item C. Mr Chair, item A is the significant contracting plan for the animal amendment management services. Basically, what we see here is an increase in the number of cats and dogs across our city during COVID. We’ve seen COVID pets taken on board, and I know Councillor STRUNK and myself hold the record of having the most number of dogs per ward. I know it’s probably not a good look, but we do, anyway. We love our pets, and it’s a significant thing for us and the care of our pets.
Now, this significant contracting plan amendment increases the services by the Animal Welfare Management team to provide those services out to wards like Forest Lake and The Gap Ward, where we have had that increase of animals as part of COVID. Now, whether you’ve got small dogs, big dogs, cats, cats without hair, all of these animals deserve the respect and care that this city can afford, and this is what this contracting plan is all about. I know when Councillor MARX took us out to Willawong, we actually toured the site as a Committee out of session and we had a look at what the Willawong centre provides. It is quite a pretty good service, but with everything that has gone on with COVID, things get a little bit too much for them, but we move on. 
Willawong service themselves and the Brisbane Livestock Control actually look after animals such as cats and dogs, but they also take on cattle, chickens, and ducks. We saw out at Willawong the duck pen and the cats—cattery, I should say, and the chickens were all out there, and they’re very, very well looked after. The service also includes a 24-hour pickup and stock impounding. Now, when you’re talking about collecting cows and pigs as part of that service, there’s a significant amount of logistics involved in doing that, and this service provides this. They also provide emergency impounding for animals that need care.
Mr Chair, when an animal is lost, the animal itself can become quite distressed, and also the family that own the animal, as well. This service is—part of the service that these shelters provide is the rehoming, so they connect the animals back with the owners. When we have an increase in COVID pets, there’s obviously more demand for that. We also understand that domestic animals wandering at large can be a danger to themselves, a danger to the public, and a danger to other animals. This is all part of the strategy for making sure that these animals are safe. Mr Chair, the significant contracting plan here before us today reflects the cost in looking after the animals of our cities, their carers, and their owners. Pending Council’s approval today, this new contract will begin in August 2022.
Can I also go to item C regarding mosquitoes, Mr Chair? Councillor CASSIDY made some comments that I would like to correct for the record. I know I’m going to sound like a broken record, but we do know that if spraying is required for mosquitoes, the LORD MAYOR does it. The LORD MAYOR finds the money. We take advice on the spraying of mosquitoes from our entomologist, our Council entomologist. We have one on staff.
Now, what this third business review reflects is that we haven’t had to spray for mozzies. We haven’t had to fire up the helicopters and go across the coastal areas of Brisbane and pump chemicals into our wetlands to stop our mozzies from breeding. The question would be, well, why? As Councillor CASSIDY said, there’s been lots of rain. 3BR, we had a flood event. We had over a metre of rain in Brisbane. Now, why wouldn’t we spray? It’s a simple answer, the mozzie eggs need to dry out to hatch. How can the eggs dry out if they’re underwater?
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor TOOMEY:	It’s a flow. Our wetlands were continually wet. How can the mozzies hatch if the eggs don’t dry out? This is part of the third business review. Why would we do this? Why would the LORD MAYOR get on the phone and go, come on, Jim, fire up the chopper, we’ve got some spraying to do, for no point at all?
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor TOOMEY:	Eggs can’t hatch, so it seems pointless to actually go and spray when you don’t need to spray. I don’t know. Does anybody see the logic in that? I was looking for a show of hands, but I’m not seeing too many.
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor TOOMEY:	There’s no—I don’t see the point in spraying for mozzies in wetlands when you don’t need to do it.
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor TOOMEY:	If there’s some money returned to the good people of Brisbane as a result of that, as a result of the eggs not drying out and the mozzies not hatching, then yes, let’s take that saving and put it through to the next time when we need to spray for mozzies. It is sound and responsible financial management, and I want to thank the LORD MAYOR and Councillor CUNNINGHAM for actually looking after the good people of Brisbane through this budget or through the 3BR and making sure that we are not irresponsible, that we don’t go and spray when we don’t need to spray, that we don’t fire up the helicopters and spray when we don’t have to. It just makes sense.
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor TOOMEY:	It’s the—I’ll take that interjection, Councillor MURPHY, thank you. It is the right thing to do. It is the right thing to do. So, I support item A and item C in the papers before us today, Chair, and thank the LORD MAYOR and Councillor CUNNINGHAM for the work they’re doing to make sure that we provide sound and responsible financial management for the rate payers of Brisbane. Thank you.
Chair:	Thank you.
	Further speakers? 
Councillor HUTTON.
Councillor LANDERS:	Mr Chair—
Chair:	Sorry, LANDERS.

ADJOURNMENT:
	641/2021-22
At that time, 2.59pm, it was resolved on the motion of Councillor Sandy LANDERS, seconded by Councillor Sarah HUTTON, that the meeting adjourn for a period of 15 minutes, to commence only when all Councillors had vacated the Chamber and the doors locked.

Council stood adjourned at 3.02pm.




UPON RESUMPTION:
Chair:	Thank you, Councillors. 
	Further speakers? 
Councillor JOHNSTON.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	I rise to speak on items B and C. It’s shocking to me that the LORD MAYOR, who is not present in the Chamber—so he’s not going to be here even though we’re talking about how the Council budget is being dramatically recalculated and the purpose for which it’s being recalculated—can’t stay in the Chamber for a couple of hours to listen to the feedback from a Councillor in one of the worst flooded wards in the city.
	The LORD MAYOR has said today that we can’t have business as usual because of the floods and there have to be adjustments to the budget to make sure that flood recovery happens. I understand this, I was here in 2011 and I watched what the LNP Administration did then, and certainly I’m a lot wiser for that experience. 
My experience of the way in which the LORD MAYOR—who I think was the Finance Chair back then, from memory—he cut lots of projects from my ward, many of which have never been funded. For example, the pontoon for kayaking and canoeing in Chelmer was never rebuilt, despite the fact that if it had been included within the Council rebuild we would have been reimbursed for the loss of the infrastructure from the Federal Government, but certainly not included. Many flood-damaged roads in my ward were never funded. So, when the LORD MAYOR stands up here and says, we have to cut the budget to pay for flood recovery, he cannot be believed. He cannot be believed. 
He, at this stage in my view, has not properly scoped the extent of flood damage to Tennyson Ward. There are 11 parks in my ward with playgrounds that are not identified to have the soft fall replaced. Some people might think this is a small issue, but today and over the past few weeks, even though sewage has spilled all through these playgrounds, this Council hasn’t closed them and it has not replaced the soft fall. I have raised this over and over and over with Council. It’s raining, this bacteria breeds. It is a huge issue when Oxley Creek floods and this Council is ignoring it.
Despite what this Administration does in standing up and saying that there are no parks that are fully closed in this city, yes, there are. Cactoblastis Corner at Sherwood not only is fully closed; there’s been a two-to-three-metre vertical subsidence, and there are horizontal cracks of hundreds of metres long that run throughout the site.
I’d like to know how much money is in this to fix that park, because there are five homes that are directly impacted and about seven properties. There are multiple homes, at least two and possibly three, that are uninhabitable; they’re not able to be inhabited. We need to know why this happened, we need to know how much money it’s going to cost. 
Do you think this Council could provide me with a briefing about this? No, not a word. I’ve had a phone call with them and I’ve asked for more information, which has not been provided, but I found out from residents and QUU (Queensland Urban Utilities), who said there’d been a bit of a sewerage spill—I went down to have a look. The main outfall for the suburb has broken in half and the land has dropped by two to three metres. There’s no sewerage, there’s no stormwater, houses are uninhabitable, and this Council will stand up in Answers to Questions and say, no, there are no parks closed in Brisbane. Well, yes, there are, and there’s no plan to fix them.
There is no plan to fix the community sporting clubs in my ward. I think there are just over 20 sporting clubs in my ward that are flood‑damaged. I’ve heard from Councillor HOWARD that there’s one getting some money, and that’s Western District’s Netball Association. They’ve flooded for the second time. They’d just got hundreds of thousands of dollars to put lights in and now we’re going to pay for the lights to be fixed.
What about the poor old Carrington Boat Club, who’ve been smashed or Souths Cricket, who’ve been smashed. Their clubhouse is completely flooded and gutted. The roof at the Carrington Boat Club fell in. Is there a cent for them? Not that I’m aware of, not that I’ve been told, not that’s been announced to my knowledge. We haven’t been advised of what the funding is for these clubs.
I know that the clubs in my area are not getting the money that they need. I know the residents in my area are not getting the money that they need. This Administration is not putting money into buyback. This Administration in its budget review today is cutting the Flood Resilient Homes Program. This Administration is cutting—and I added it up to be $13 million in stormwater drainage projects around the city.
It’s only 11 years since the last flood and 11 years since I’ve stood up in this place week after week and criticised this Administration for its failure to invest in stormwater drainage and backflow valves. Not only that, it’s only been a couple of weeks since Paul de Jersey released his review telling Council to continue investing in these things, but what does the LNP Administration do? Cut the funding. Cut the funding for stormwater drainage.
It’s cutting funding for cleaning our parks, mowing our parks, trimming our trees. The floods haven’t stopped these things growing. In fact, they’re growing more than ever because of the climatic conditions, but this Administration is going to spend less. They already were spending less through the bad management of the contracts, and now they’re going to cut the funding even further for basic maintenance in this city.
It is appalling. Millions of dollars in maintenance expenditure is being cut at the hands of the LNP Administration. They say they’re going to funnel it back into flood recovery but certainly it’s not coming through in Tennyson Ward, because we can’t get the soft fall replaced in our parks, we can’t get the roads fixed, we can’t get the stormwater drains fixed, and we certainly can’t get the parks fixed. If there’s a plan, it’s not being communicated with me, and I am asking every single day.
I think the residents of Brisbane would be shocked to know that their children are playing in playgrounds where there has been no clean‑up of the mulch, given the sewerage that rolls down Oxley Creek from the Oxley Wastewater Treatment Plant and from the Fairfield Wastewater Treatment Plant. They would be shocked. 
As this Council will not deal with me in an open and transparent way, I have no choice now but to go public with this information. I was hoping that Council would acknowledge and say that they were going to fix this, but they are just denying it’s even a problem.
One of the other things that has come up today is the fact that this Council has always run a little surplus and there is no deficit. I think it might have been Councillor CUNNINGHAM—how surprised Council is that there is no need for a deficit. The reason there is no need for a deficit at this Council is because the LORD MAYOR has got billions of dollars in revenue in, he’s allocated in his budget, and then more than half of it has not been spent as allocated in this budget, more than half. 
This is an appalling display of mismanagement and incompetence by the LNP Council and Administration. These people are in charge—the LORD MAYOR, the DEPUTY MAYOR, who’s off at a party in Greece. Not only that, we were told there was no expense for that, but meanwhile this Council is paying membership fees for this World Council of Olympic Unions. The membership fees paid for Councillor ADAMS to go to her party in Greece, is she here to talk about flood recovery? No, she’s not.
It gets worse. I’m going to end with one more example—I’d really like an extension because I’ve got more to talk about, but in the 2020 budget the LORD MAYOR only announced one thing in my ward, and that was $2 million for the Chelmer Sports Club, that was to help with the major upgrade. It was announced in conjunction with Cricket Australia and the Kenmore Bears and West Cricket, that was in the budget two years ago. 
Just a week ago, Councillor HUANG, who’s not here today—and I know why, stood up as the candidate for Moreton and promised that money again, $3.5 million, that probably includes the money from the other agencies. A week ago, Councillor HUANG stood up and promised that money to the Chelmer Sports Club. He did a photo op with them, he had the kids down there on the oval, he had the parents down there on the oval. They’re all waving their LNP signs on the oval. Guess what’s happening today? The LORD MAYOR is cutting $1.78 million—
Chair:	Councillor JOHNSTON, your time has expired. 
Further speakers?
Councillor CUNNINGHAM.
Councillor CUNNINGHAM: 	Thanks, Mr Chair—
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At that point, it was moved by Councillor Charles STRUNK, seconded by Councillor Jonathan SRI, that Councillor Nicole JOHNSTON be granted an extension of time. Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion was declared lost on the voices.

Councillor JOHNSTON:	Division.
Chair:	No seconder.
	Councillor CUNNINGHAM.
Councillor CUNNINGHAM: 	Thanks, Mr Chair. I rise to speak on items B and C, but first to item B. As we do every quarter, the Annual Operational Plan Progress and Quarterly Financial Report reflects the change in Council’s financial position for the period ended in March 2022 and records those variances in the annual plan.
	The Quarterly Financial Report has been prepared to show the approved budget against the year-to-date results, while the Annual Operational Plan progress report records variances in the delivery. I think we all understand that by now. In addition, the report gives an overview of the commercial operations and the financial wellbeing of Council’s business activities.
	The Annual Operational Plan Progress and Quarterly Report, just like the third budget review which I’ll get to in a moment, is heavily impacted by floods. However, ongoing uncertainty associated with COVID, rising costs, scarcity of materials and services exacerbated by supply chain issues and the state of the labour market are also all key factors contributing to Council and affecting Council just like every other level of government.
	Rates and utility charges increased in line with the budget when compared with the previous year, noting the significant support put in place to help residents and businesses during 2021. There was, however, a decrease in other contributions, donations, subsidies and grants, mainly due to the recognition of capital transfers from the Queensland Government in the previous year. This was partly offset by an increase in capital subsidies and grants this year, thanks to Federal Government’s Local Roads and Community Infrastructure grants and the Urban Congestion Fund.
	Developer contributions were also down year-on-year reflecting reduced developer activity, which I think we all see in our community, while fees and charges increased year-on-year due to COVID‑19 fee waivers last year and a higher volume of DAs (development approvals) being lodged this year. 
	To the City Governance portfolio, there are a few non‑financial variances that I will speak to, first, as I have mentioned before, our fleet acquisition continues to be impacted by global supply constraints. It means the fleet budgeted and ordered for this current financial year may not be delivered and receipted until next financial year. This of course has flow-on impacts for the lifecycle management of Council’s fleet, delaying replacement, and increases the life of the fleet and can impact servicing schedules and revenue from eventual disposal.
	Mr Chair, I also wanted to point out another project which is our disaster management solution. Council has been investing in this disaster management solution. I really wanted to point it out today, because this was a project that was in train well before the floods. The replacement solution is intended to enhance Council’s ability to manage incidents at critical times supported by remote working and field-based reporting capability. 
	Due to the redirection of key subject matter expert resources within City Resilience during the floods, timeframes have been impacted, but it is critical that we also get the learnings from the February floods and incorporate that into that project.
	Turning now to item C, the LORD MAYOR has outlined—and this is a significant budget review—as we have continued to say, we have wasted no time in addressing the financial impact of the floods. But for those who have missed it—and I’ll say it again in case they were busy reading in the Chamber—the flood has left a bill of $660 million. After insurance and QRA claims, the net impact on the budget will be $330 million, three times the cost of the 2011 floods.
	We need to get to work straightaway and manage the impact, not just in terms of rebuilding, but in terms of protecting the sustainability of the budget. As I said earlier, the floods come after a difficult few years for our city and indeed our city’s finances. COVID hit our budget by over $200 million, and the floods add another $330 million. We must be disciplined in order to rebuild and recover while keeping the budget sustainable to protect our ratepayers.
	We are unashamedly prioritising rebuilding and recovery projects, and that’s what this third budget review is all about. Operating capability in this review has reduced by $217.7 million. We’ve seen a $102.3 million decrease in revenue and a $115.4 million increase in expenses this financial year. Revenue write-downs include $26 million in infrastructure charges, $27.5 million related to parking and $6 million for the flood rates rebate.
	Increased expenses include $91.6 million for Council’s immediate response to the flood event. 3BR includes $50 million savings for the current financial year as well as further savings in future years, which we need to do.
	I wanted to touch on another significant item in the review, which relates to how capital transfers for the Brisbane Metro project will be accounted for. Council will be returning $728 million in capital to the Department of Transport and Main Roads (DTMR), Urban Utilities (UU) and Energex. This includes the Adelaide Street busway and tunnel, Buranda station, Cultural Centre station end‑of‑trip facilities, King George Square station and North Quay works to DTMR sewer mains and works to UU and Countess Street, Ernie’s Roundabout and UQ (University of Queensland) Lakes to Energex.
	In the 2021-22 budget book, the Brisbane Metro transfer of assets were assumed to be returned to the State in total in the 2024‑25 year upon practical project completion. These transfers however are now included in operating capability as an expense in the year of transfer of individual assets from 2021‑22 through to 2024‑25. This is essentially a change in accounting treatment, and it’s based on external technical accounting advice received and in discussions with Council, DTMR, the Queensland Audit Office, and it’s also importantly consistent with other Queensland State and local government agencies.
	At this point, Mr Chair, I’d like to stop and thank the Corporate Finance team for their tireless efforts in preparing this significant submission to Council on top of preparations for the June budget.
	Turning specifically to Program 8, Program 8 through its finance support services, human resources, ICT (information and communications technology), property management and disaster management functions has continued to provide critical support to Council during some very difficult circumstances. The February 2022 severe rainfall and flood event has contributed to $43 million in additional operational and capital expense for counter-disaster operations, these being the activities undertaken by Council immediately during and after the disaster to support public safety and clean-up, such as standing up the Local Disaster Coordination Centre, sandbagging, emergency shelters, clean‑up, restoration activities and responding to Councillor requests. 
	There is a further $4.2 million allocated at 3BR to address damage to Council assets managed within Program 8. This includes replacing damaged fleet, plant and equipment, repairing roof leaks on Council buildings and, of course, carpet replacement. To support Brisbane residents affected by the severe rainfall and flooding, Council introduced the $250 rebate to eligible residents and businesses on their next rates bill, which is being well received.
	In terms of our rebuild and recovery program, $262 million over the next four years has been provisionally allocated within Program 8 for revenue associated with Council’s claims for funding through the Queensland Reconstruction Authority as well as claims through our insurance providers. 
	In addition to managing Council’s response to the recent flood event, there are the ongoing challenges brought on by COVID, global supply chain issues and talent shortages. This has resulted in some changes to budget at 3BR including decrease in rates revenue, largely driven by more homeowners opting to occupy their properties rather than rent them as an investment; an additional $425,000 in 2021‑22, to ensure Council can continue to engage with the community through its program of civic events in a COVID‑safe way; a $7.25 million reduction in capital due to continued delays relating to the supply of Council fleet; and approximately $3 million in project funding moved from 2021‑22 to 2022‑23, primarily due to resource availability and the redirection of resources to support critical priorities. 
	Finally, Mr Chair, there are also some capital adjustments worth noting, including the reprioritisation of $200 million to be carried over in 2022‑23 for the SEQ (South East Queensland) City Deal Gabba transport improvements and a transfer of $20 million set aside for stimulus partnerships to the relevant programs for delivery. Thanks, Mr Chair.
Chair:	Thank you. 
Further speakers? 
Councillor SRI.
Councillor SRI:	Thanks, Chair. I rise to speak on items 1, 2 and 3 or A, B, C. Briefly on animal management, it’s interesting how expensive this stuff is getting. I do still wonder about the relative value of outsourcing versus keeping some of this stuff in-house. I’ve talked to a couple of people in this field who have pointed out to me that we’d save a lot of money in the medium term if the Council was a little more assertive about cracking down on private homeowners who allow their animals to wander.
	I don’t know if this is Councillor HOWARD’s portfolio or more like Councillor MARX’s, but when someone has a desexed pet cat that they allow to wander through the neighbourhood and shack up with everyone else’s pets that obviously causes a lot of issues in terms of more feral cats that then Council has to spend more money catching and rehoming, et cetera. 
It’s probably worth the Council thinking about what more it could be doing at the front end to stop this becoming such a big problem in the first place, and I wonder if the LORD MAYOR would at some point in the future give consideration to being a little stricter with residents in general about not allowing their pets to wander so freely, noting that it also has a range of other environmental benefits. 
Turning to the main items that have been the topic of so much discussion today, I’m really disappointed to see what kinds of projects have been cut. It does certainly feel like a lot more funding has come off active travel projects as compared to say road projects. I guess there’s not a lot of point me trying to argue with the LNP here today about why they should have delayed or cut funding to some of their larger road widening and intersection projects, because I know they are really preoccupied with those projects and love spending millions of dollars widening roads. 
But I did want to offer an idea or pose a question that maybe the LORD MAYOR and Councillor WINES and Councillor MURPHY can consider and reflect on going forward, which is that a big chunk of the expenses we’re seeing in terms of flood recovery relate to road resurfacing. There’s a lot of money there that’s going to have to be wasted on fixing up roads that have been damaged by the heavy stormwater and flooding. 
Through you, Chair, LORD MAYOR, there are some roads in this city that are very low-lying that are very prone to flooding or to flood damage and to storm damage, where it may be wiser to just close those roads to general traffic. I’m not going to give you a whole list, and I don’t think such decisions should be made lightly, but we saw that a couple of years ago with the southern half of Riverside Drive in West End, which was previously a road open to cars. 
Every time there were big storms and flooding, that road was getting quite eroded and it was getting more and more expensive to maintain it. That was one of the factors that led towards the Council saying, let’s close this road to cars; we’ll keep it as a bikeway and pedestrian corridor, but we’re not going to allow motor vehicles to keep travelling on it. As a result, we saved millions of dollars in road resurfacing.
Councillor WINES, I think there are probably other roads across the city or streets that the Council should be looking at with a similar eye towards reducing our road resurfacing budget. I’m not talking about closing major arterials or closing the only road that comes in and out of a precinct or suburb. But I am saying that some of those really low-lying roads that might run along creek‑ways, or that might connect through the back streets to a park or where there are multiple alternative routes and a lot of redundancy in the road network, if what you’re staring down the barrel of is having to spend millions of dollars on resurfacing roads that are just going to crack up again the next time there’s a big flood, maybe you have to start thinking seriously and talking to your transport planners about modelling whether some of those low‑volume roads are better off being removed from the network and converted to active transport.
I’m offering it as an idea. I think it has merit. I think it’s worth considering. I know that Ipswich and Logan Councils—I’ve been talking to some of the Councillors in those areas, and they’re doing the same thing. They’re saying, it’s not worth us resurfacing this road again to carry trucks. We’re going to have to close it because it’s so badly washed out and it’s not essential to the transport network, so lets turn it into a pedestrian connection instead.
That obviously has a range of benefits in terms of promoting active travel as well, but it breaks my heart to hear that we’re cancelling or postponing a whole bunch of bikeway projects and active transport projects so that we can resurface damaged roads, when those roads are just going to get damaged again the next time it floods. 
I’m sure a lot of Councillors know the sorts of roads and streets I’m talking about. They’re often not particularly heavily used, but they cost a lot to repair and maintain, because they’re often at the bottom of a hill or at the bottom of a gully and they keep getting eroded.
Maybe let’s be mature adults about this one. Let’s look at the evidence, let’s look at the cost-benefit analysis and say, it’s okay to close a road occasionally. Related to that—and this is something that I would hope Councillor MURPHY would come to the party on as well—there are some roads that are sustaining so much heavy damage because they’re carrying so many heavy vehicles. 
If a big chunk of our flood recovery budget is due to the need to resurface roads and repair potholes, I’d suggest that part of the problem there is the rise in volume of really heavy vehicles. I’m talking semi-trailers and heavy construction trucks running on really small residential roads. So, when there’s a lot of water around, those roads are cracking up really quickly. That again is increasing Council’s road maintenance and resurfacing costs.
Perhaps there’s a case for saying, if we are resurfacing this road and it is essential to the network and we don’t want to close it off, at least we’ll say, this road is now closed to vehicles over a certain tonnage or over a certain size, because the damage that those heavy vehicles are continually doing to those small roads represents a very significant cost to Council. 
The science tells us that we’re going to have more of these severe weather events in future. Just patching up those roads and saying, back to normal, we’ll have the roads re-opened again soon, only for them to become damaged by the next major weather event and then us having to spend hundreds of thousands of dollars more on that I think is really poor financial management. 
The Council needs to recognise that some of those road assets are costing more to continually maintain and repair than they are actually worth. I hope LORD MAYOR you’ll—this isn’t a party-political thing. I’m not trying to score points on this, but I’ve looked at the escalating costs of continually resurfacing and maintaining some of these roads, and it’s just not sustainable.
You talk about budget repair and sustainable financial management and all that sort of stuff, but these are assets that are getting damaged faster, they’re deteriorating more quickly. It seems like we just don’t have the money to keep up with the road resurfacing needs of the city. 
Rather than wasting money on streets that aren’t particularly important to the transport network, let’s save our road resurfacing money for the major corridors and the roads that really matter to residents and to commuters and the roads where heaps of people are concerned about potholes. If that means that a couple of the low-lying streets along creek-ways or gullies have to be closed down or converted to pedestrian access or at least closed to heavy vehicles, let’s make that tough decision and save future Council administrations a heck of a lot of money. Thanks.
Chair:	Further speakers? 
Councillor DAVIS.
Councillor DAVIS:	Thank you very much, Mr Chair. I rise to speak on items B and C. It’s pretty clear from the contributions from some of the Councillors opposite that they have absolutely no idea how to read a financial report. Aren’t we lucky that it is an LNP Administration looking after the finances and the best interests of the people of Brisbane.
	I’ve sat here and listened with interest about language being bandied by those opposite. There is nothing in the portfolio area which I administer that is—nothing more than reflects the budget that we have to provide as a matter of business as usual, providing and reflecting the project delivery timeframes against the report that was shown. 
	In my portfolio area, we have a number of large projects that have been held up for no other reason except for bad weather. I think sometimes those opposite forget that we did have a flood in February, and it takes a while to get over that. When you compound that with the issues that we’ve had with contractors and our own staff with regard to COVID, so having people available to complete work, that just adds further challenges to delivering projects in the original timeframe.
	Councillor CASSIDY mentioned a number of things. I want to clear up a couple of the furphies that he mentioned. One of them was around telemetry gauges, I want to confirm that the quarterly report variance in that regard really relates to a Queensland Government grant. Negotiations are still being undertaken between Council officers and the State Government with regards to a $100,000 grant that we got. It’s not about us not having telemetry gauges or moving forward with telemetry gauges. It’s simply that the State Government has not come to an agreement with Council officers in that regard.
	In terms of bushland acquisition, we had the Bushland Preservation Levy Report in Committee today. Those opposite are fully aware that this is nothing more than a reflection of when we sign the contract with the property owner and when the settlement occurs.
	Mr Chair, the Flood Resilient Homes program, I think we should be very proud as a Council that the State Government have taken our very popular and well-crafted program that assists Brisbane residents to become more flood-resilient in their homes. They have taken it and are running with it. LORD MAYOR, congratulations to you for writing to both levels of government seeking additional funding to roll out—particularly for Brisbane, but it’s being rolled across the State. I think without that request from you we might still be sitting waiting for something to be done at a State level. So, well done, LORD MAYOR.
	The amount of money that is showing on the report today is simply a reflection of projects that we have agreed to with resident that for whatever reason, whether it’s getting a tradesman to be able to do the work—post-flood working with insurance companies on these because of the—balancing what additional damage that may have been acquired over the flood period marries up with the work that we are already doing.
	Mr Chair, I would say this is a fully reflective report that talks specifically to those projects that we are absolutely continuing in Program 3. I look forward to Councillor ALLAN delivering on the Nudgee Reserve. I seem to be fixated on the Nudgee Reserve, and as you and I know, that is a project that we absolutely will be delivering in stages, and I look forward to that commencing very soon. Thank you, Mr Chair.
Chair:	Thank you, Councillor DAVIS.
	Further speakers?
	Councillor STRUNK.
Councillor STRUNK:	Thank you, Chair. I rise to speak briefly on Clauses A, B and C. I suppose most of my comments will be from a local perspective, but some may be a little more broad. If we look at Clause A—and I wasn’t going to talk about this one until Councillor TOOMEY, the Acting Chair raised that the animals or the dogs that we both share large populations of in our wards—I reflect on what happened during this last flood of 2022 and what impact that had on a lot of the dog populations on those areas that flooded.
	Thankfully, my ward was not impacted greatly in regards to this, but there was a lot of wards around me that were. Some of those dogs that were living in those houses got separated from their owners for all sorts of reasons, I suppose. When I was looking through the review and came across this item on page 20, which is the animal management. I had a look at the text, it says, ‘a decrease in revenue in 2021-22 due to unexpected forecasts’. 
	There was a decrease in capital, in expenses and revenue. I don’t know if there was a decrease in all three categories. I think that’s not a good thing for the animals, because obviously those upgrades of those shelters that some of this money was supposed to care for is then pushed out into the next budget. As Councillor TOOMEY said, we both care for the dogs in our wards, and I’m sure all the other Councillors do too. Many of us have pets, but I think it’s a priority that is one that shouldn’t have been pushed out into the next budget.
	There’s still a lot of work that’s being done in those flood‑affected homes. Of course, trying to house your animals when you maybe don’t have a fence because of the flood impact, the dog—and it’s usually dogs—tend to—can run off. I think the shelters need that support now and in the future of course. I think that small amount of money—it was about $500,000, sorry, not even $500,000; it was about $200,000 or about $200,000 collectively anyway—should have been prioritised better. 
	In regards to Clause B, I came across an item which—this has been a frustrating one for us—in my ward anyway. Thrush Street Park was budgeted to be upgraded by a substantial amount of money, about $1 million, a couple of budgets ago. We went through the process of consultation and design and all the rest of it. It was supposed to have commenced and be completed certainly by now, but certainly was supposed to have commenced in this year’s budget, but it wasn’t. 
	Now I read that in this particular item on page 32, that it’s going to be pushed out another year. They’re about halfway through construction, so I don’t know how they’re going to do that, how they’re going to protect those half-built or half‑completed assets with no soft fall of course. They’ve got a chain-link fence around—is that going to be that way for the next 12 months? I hope not, but that’s the Thrush Street Park.
	It initially, as I say, had a budget of $1 million in the original budget, then when we came to talk tin tacks and sit down and work out how much money was going to be needed 12 months later, the Council officers said, it’s going to be about $800,000 now in real value, simply because, of course, things have gone up, and can you find any of that shortfall for the project?
	I said, yes, we can probably do the zipline that was going to go in, which was, to the cost of my ward budget, of about $70,000. But overall, there was a decrease of $200,000 on a project that I was looking forward to as well as my residents on Thrush Street Park, which is right in the centre of Inala and walking distance to thousands of people. It’s been a well-used park over the years. It’s got a lot of current infrastructure in it, and we were going to make it that much more attractive as a district park.
	Moving on to the review, there was another item that popped up locally, and that was an item on page 20—sorry that’s the wrong page, my apologies—item 14 in regards to maintaining the lake systems in parks. When I looked at it again, the text basically said, ‘a decrease in expenses due to savings’—that’s a way of spinning it—’from the Forest Lake management plan’. 
	I knew that we had made some savings in the desilting of the lake because of new technology that became available. Instead of having a big-arm backhoe type of thing pulling silt out of a lake—which was going to be quite costly—very expensive and also possibly breach the lake floor, they came up with what can only be described as a really big creepy‑crawly, if anyone owns a pool and knows what that little system is in your pools. It was a big version of that which was remote control. I saw it in operation, and it’s a terrific piece of machinery that was designed by a local company and it was made in Minnesota, of all places.
	I knew there were some savings there, but I wasn’t specifically—didn’t know how much. But what really worries me is in 2022‑23 and 2023‑24 and in 2024‑25, they say that there’s going to be a reduction of $200,000 in the maintenance program and it’s supposed to be due from savings that were able to be made. I wish I knew what that $200,000 related to and why we were able to save that. 
It doesn’t tell us here of course, but maybe the Chair responsible could find out, because I’d be really interested and I’m sure my residents would be very interested, because we’ve just established this lake management plan only about 18 months—two years ago, and they won’t be happy if we’re starting to cut back on that maintenance. 
Just a couple of other small ones. Intersections, I see that we’ve cut $5 million or $6 million out of intersections. I only bring this up because I’ve got a number of intersections that we’ve been trying to get upgraded. To look at these I’m thinking—when the LORD MAYOR stood up and he was talking about safety issues in regards to the monohulls, cutting intersection upgrades is a safety issue. That’s the only reason why we’re upgrading—probably two reasons, one for the flow—
Councillor interjecting.
Chair:	LORD MAYOR, please.
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor STRUNK:	Looking at these intersections reminded me of the two that I’ve been trying to get upgraded for a number of years now. It is a safety issue. Those sorts of things should not be cut. It’s the same with the roads—road resurfacing. I know we’re prioritising. We’re taking money away from those that were going to be resurfaced on a regular maintenance program that has been rolled out over a number of years, but those roads that were identified as needing to be resurfaced are probably in some cases just as bad if not worse than the ones that we’re trying to reconstruct from the—
Chair:	Councillor STRUNK, your time has expired. 
Further speakers? 
Councillor MURPHY.
Councillor MURPHY: 	Thanks very much, Chair. I rise to speak to the third budget review. I want to touch on the impact the February 2022 flood has had and the project change that the LORD MAYOR has outlined in order to get on with rebuilding and recovery. Rebuilding roads, bridges, bikeways, parks and other sporting facilities has to be prioritised in the budget to help Brisbane get back on its feet. We’re going to prioritise rebuilding and recovery because that’s exactly what Brisbane residents want us to do.
	As the LORD MAYOR has outlined, if we took a business‑as‑usual approach to reconstruction it’s very likely that some of the items that require rebuilding and recovery would not be done in time for the 2032 Olympic Games, so, of course, there needs to be some major reprioritisation in the budget. 
	A number of projects and programs will be paused and scaled back on a temporary basis to ensure rebuilding flood‑impacted infrastructure and assets are put first, and 3BR talks a lot about that. As the LORD MAYOR has mentioned, our damage bill from the floods is in the order of $330 million to Council after we are reimbursed from NDRRA (Natural Disaster Relief and Recovery Arrangements) arrangements. 
	Part of the prioritisation, we’ve cancelled a number of projects. One of them has been discussed today at length, the North Brisbane Bikeway Stage 5. We learned a lot, Chair, from the community through that design and consultation phase, and of course, as the LORD MAYOR has mentioned, we will revisit that project in two years when we are through the recovery process. 
	The community’s input has not been in vain, but it’s very important to acknowledge what the North Brisbane Bikeway Stage 5 is, which is a connector to get people into Kedron Brook. What has happened to Kedron Brook, Chair? Large parts of Kedron Brook have been completely destroyed. We will need to spend more than double the annual bikeways budget in the coming financial year, so in the order of $50 million, to repair and to rebuild bikeways, particularly, in that section of Brisbane. So, there is a lot of work that has to be happening. 
	I cannot put up with this narrative somehow, Chair, that has been put out there by those opposite that we are somehow cutting or slashing active transport projects across the city to fund the recovery. No administration in the city’s history has invested more in active transport than this one. No Lord Mayor has been more committed personally and politically to active transport than this one. So, we cannot hear that from those opposite, where they carry on and they say, it was politically expedient. Rubbish. A flood came along and destroyed the bikeway that we were going to connect into, so of course our priorities have changed. We need to rebuild that bikeway, and that is what we will be doing.
Councillor SRI:	Point of order, Chair.
Chair:	Point of order to you, Councillor SRI.
Councillor SRI:	Councillor MURPHY take a quick question?
Chair:	Councillor MURPHY, will you take a question from Councillor SRI?
Councillor MURPHY:	Sure.
Councillor SRI:	Thanks. Through you, Chair, to Councillor MURPHY. I find this quite compelling. I wonder to what extent are we looking at rebuilding bikeways in areas that are less flood-vulnerable. I know there’s been talk with Kedron Brook of rebuilding it on slightly higher ground or an elevated bikeway, but would it not be cheaper and better in the long term to put some of those bikeways along the major roads rather than running through the squiggly backstreets?
Chair:	Councillor MURPHY.
Councillor MURPHY:	Councillor SRI has made a good point. What he’s referring to I think in large part is parts of the Kedron Brook Bikeway that have been destroyed are around Royal Parade, Corbett Park near Uxbridge Street, the crossing at Wolverhampton Street, the crossing at Walker Park. It is a matter of history, Chair, that the bikeways in this city have primarily been built through the 70s, 80s and most importantly during the 90s and 00s as recreational links. Increasingly, we are a Council that is interested in building our commuter links for bikeways, and certainly NBB Stage 5 was one of those, but we have to acknowledge the reality of the situation as it is today.
	Kedron Brook Bikeway serves as a major arterial for bike commuters in our city and large parts of it have been destroyed. Where we can make a business case to the Federal Government for uplift, for additional funding in order to re-route the bikeway to potentially safer alignments that are more flood-resilient, then of course we will do that. 
	But it’s important to understand, Chair, that the very same resources, the very same officers that do the design work, that do the consultation work on these projects that were working on North Brisbane Bikeway Stage 5 are now working on Kedron Brook. That is all project work that was not expected before February. We have only certain limited human resources within the Council to be able to deal with these issues, and we are dealing with them in a responsible way. There’s also repair work that will need to be undertaken, Chair, at Little Cabbage Tree Creek Bikeway and the link into the Centenary Cycleway as well.
	In terms of some of the other movements, we have ferry restoration. There was talk about the $1.6 million in savings in ferry restoration. Unfortunately, Chair, as you know we’ve had to alter our plans to restore three of the monohull ferries. We’re very lucky to have had our monohull ferries which we use to provide cross‑river and inner city services for many years. Last year when we started work on disability access upgrades on the small timber ferries, deterioration was identified after inspecting a single ferry. We decided to commission an inspection of the entire fleet, which is approximately 30 years old. They are late 80s vintage, much like myself. 
Whilst the business case recommended that purely from a commercial perspective it would be more economically viable to replace all of the ferries rather than restore them, we recognised that they’re a very important part of our Council’s history, and the experience for Brisbane residents when they go up and down the river. However, since then we’ve experienced both the double whammy of COVID and now this latest February flood as well as massive deficiencies in terms of the availability of labour and the cost of materials to restore those ferries.
Maritime expertise is in extremely limited supply, and the damage from the recent flood event has created an increase in demand for maritime trades. This has been further affected by the February 2022 flood event in which we experienced damage to 12 of our ferry fleet and the loss of one CityCat, Beenung-Urrung. It’s important that we prioritise the repair of the CityCat fleet so that services can resume and we can get people back on the river in as many terminals as possible, as quickly as possible.
Taking all these factors into account, we have made the difficult decision to restore only one of the monohull vessels instead of three. This will allow us to restore one of the vessels, Kalparrin, as a reminder of our fleet’s history but also to focus on repairing the remaining CityCat fleet to ensure we can keep our ferry services accessible. 
We know, Chair, that these vessels are iconic to Brisbane, so we’ll be making the remaining monohulls available to interested members of the Brisbane community to acquire as either a private leisure craft or potentially somewhere to live in a creek or potentially—we’ve already got an expression of interest here in the Council Chamber so we’re off to a very good start on that campaign, Chair. We’ve already received many enquiries from Brisbane residents about acquiring these vessels, and I’m sure we’ll be seeing them back on the river very soon in a different format, which is really good and exciting for every one of us at Transport for Brisbane. 
Finally in the remaining time that I’ve got, Chair, in terms of the $50 million carry‑over for Brisbane Metro, revenue for major infrastructure projects always requires certain payment phasing and scheduling. I doubt Councillor CASSIDY will have any understanding of these types of agreements and he certainly doesn’t have any understanding in how to deliver city‑shaping infrastructure. Councillor CASSIDY is always trying to cast a grey cloud over Brisbane Metro, and that’s because deep down he knows that Brisbane Metro will deliver massive benefits to the people of Brisbane, and he knows that his team couldn’t pull off a project of this scale even if they tried.
Chair, the other thing about Brisbane Metro is that you can see whenever Councillor CASSIDY talks about this project he is getting more and more green with envy as Brisbane Metro is the only high‑priority project listed by Infrastructure Australia. It is the only project that has funding support from both the Queensland Government and the Labor Federal Government. It is the only project that is working to create a more viable, more efficient, more safe and accessible busway that the State Government has neglected for over a decade now. He knows that the Brisbane residents, when they get on that vehicle, when they ride that Metro—
Councillor interjecting.
Chair:	Councillor STRUNK.
Councillor MURPHY:	When they ride Metro 1 and 2 they will absolutely love the experience on those vehicles. I have to in the remaining time that I’ve got, Chair, address this furphy. It constantly comes up that Brisbane residents were promised a metro system to rival Paris, and now we’re hearing Montreal, is coming into the mix. 
Councillors interjecting.
Councillor MURPHY:	Chair, what the Lord Mayor was saying back at that time—what Councillor Quirk was saying is that the original concept of Brisbane Metro was a rubber-tyred metro system the likes of which operate in those cities due to the grades. He never promised that we were going to have—it was going to be Paris overnight, underground—so come on.
Councillors interjecting.
Chair:	Councillor MURPHY, your time has expired.
	No interjections, please.
	Any further speakers?
	Councillor GRIFFITHS.
Councillor GRIFFITHS: 	Thank you, Mr Chair. I rise to also speak on Clause C of the E&C report in relation to the third budget review. I have to say I’m very concerned, even horrified by the cuts that we see coming before the Chamber today. It’s interesting that the LORD MAYOR said, put up options. Put up options. Tell us what you’d cut. Quite clearly we said we’d cut advertising. It’s ironical that there are no cuts—
Councillors interjecting.
Chair:	Allow the speaker to be heard in silence, please.
Councillor GRIFFITHS: 	There are no cuts to the LORD MAYOR’s advertising budgets, none. Not one, not even a dollar. There are no cuts. But we’re seeing cuts to—let’s go through a few things—Multicultural and the Refugee program, the Ageing and Disability Support program, the Inclusive Blueprint program. Our community facilities have been cut. Our community halls have been cut. Community health has been cut. 
These are all delivering for the residents of Brisbane, and this is what horrifies me, that this Administration—and frankly the story of this Administration for the residents who are in my electorate is that this LORD MAYOR and this Council is only interested in the inner city. That’s all they see. That’s all they hear about, inner city projects, inner city green bridges. They hear about the Metro and the tunnel in the inner city. They hear about Victoria Park in the inner city. That’s all they hear about. That’s all you ever see this LORD MAYOR do. He’s only interested in these multibillion dollar projects for the inner city. The Olympics, inner city. The majority of residents, and certainly my residents, live in the suburbs. 
Councillor MURPHY:	Point of order, Chair.
Chair:	Point of order to you, Councillor MURPHY.
Councillor MURPHY:	Will Councillor GRIFFITHS take a question?
Councillor GRIFFITHS:	No, I won’t take a question. Thank you.
Chair:	No.
Councillor GRIFFITHS:	My concern is that these cuts—we’re already seeing cuts in the suburbs and we have for many years. This Council has not been performing in the suburbs for years and years and years. All you have to do is drive round some of those suburbs. I was thinking as I listened to the LORD MAYOR talk about being chauffeur‑driven from Carindale to City Hall, and the suburb that he drives through, and I thought, yes, I can see this. He drives through these leafy suburbs and goes, this is all wonderful. There are no problems here.
	Come out and have a look at other parts of the city and see the infrastructure crumbling. Come out and see how we aren’t looking after our drainage network. Come out and see how our shopping centres aren’t being looked after. Come out and see how we can’t get the grass cut. Come out and see—there are so many things. 
Come out and see how we aren’t looking after our natural areas properly. Come out and see in Rocklea the polluted waterways. The polluted waterways that for 10 years after the last flood—10 years ago when they got polluted then with industrial waste and large containers of oil and chemicals—we initiated no program to go and ensure that those industries didn’t let this happen again. Now 10 years later, we have the problem again and we have large tracks of land being cleared and dug up to remove this waste. 
	This is my concern. My concern is that we aren’t doing our job already. We are missing in action. The other thing I see then is on top of all that there’s been a grade restructure in Council. No one asked me what my views were. Councillor JOHNSTON, anyone ask you what your—no, we just had this restructure imposed on the staff. They are unhappy. They are unhappy. They want to deliver for this city but they are unhappy, and they keep telling me that. 
	It’s crazy that now we can’t actually talk and deal with staff as we could as elected members and get things resolved. This once again is another Liberal National Party move to get us further away from getting outcomes for the residents. You might think it’s fun or think it’s a great idea to stop councils from interacting with staff. I don’t know, but it is not working on the ground. It is creating gaps in delivery. It is creating more problems in delivery, and then on top of that you go and cut these programs, the Village Precincts Program, stormwater and infrastructure.
	Interestingly, and it would be interesting to hear Councillor Angela OWEN talk about this, the stormwater and infrastructure project in Pallara. A park is being cut and decreased. Are we hearing anything about that? Is Councillor OWEN going to talk about that? No, I didn’t think so.
	It is really amazing how neglectful this is and how insulting this is to the residents and the ratepayers of our city who expect better services from this Council. They expect better services from this LORD MAYOR and this Council. They’re not getting them. I’ll certainly be letting them know why. I’m disappointed as well as all those broad cuts that are coming through there’s going to be cuts to footpaths, cuts to flying gangs—you can’t even get the flying gangs out there anyway. You’ve got to wait months to get flying gangs to get action. It’s incredible, and you’re cutting it. 
	Rocklea, there’s a parks project there being cut. Archerfield there’s a parks project being cut as well. It is just appalling. It is appalling what this Council is not delivering and it is appalling what is proposed here. The worst thing for me is there has been no cut to your advertising budget, not even a token cut to that. Thank you.
Chair:	Thank you. 
Further speakers? 
Councillor WINES.
Councillor WINES:	Thank you, Mr Chair. I wish to speak principally to item C in this report. Can I begin by saying in reference to comments about the report from earlier speakers that this budget review, the variations included within it to the financing of projects and operations, is a response to the events of February and March of this year.
	The flood was the most expensive single disaster event to ever happen in this city. It affected, I trust, all of my suburbs. I expect it affected suburbs in most people’s wards. The work to bring the clean-up to bear in a fast, safe and healthy manner was very expensive. It cost this city, merely to clean-up alone, $58 million. The Council through that was able to remove 75,535 tonnes of waste from the kerb across 3,357 streets, which involved more than 800 Council employees and 1,000 Council vehicles. That was the clean-up alone. That does not include the 12,000 tonnes of waste that was delivered to our resource recovery centres. That figure operates separately from the 75,000 tonnes of waste that was collected.
	There were 10 Council streetsweepers that operated double shifts every day for six days a week for two weeks cleaning up mud and debris from the roadway. This was over 285 kilometres of road with 78 roads requiring significant resurfacing repairs. This Council repaired potholes across 176 suburbs, which is almost all of them, to the volume of 17,077 potholes in four weeks.
	Council turned on 1,006 traffic signals that for one reason or another were damaged by the flood within 10 days, and 170 lineal kilometres of Council‑maintained bikeway was made safe and clean by 1 April in time for school holidays, which included 300 cubic metres of mud, sand and silt removed from the South Brisbane Boardwalk alone. That cost this city $58 million. 
	That cost to the city is reflected in these papers, that some projects will have to be deferred as a result of those works. If you take 1,000 vehicles and 800 Council staff and you reprioritise them from their ordinary work to flood response, it will delay projects. 
	I note some comments about drainage. Typically the drainage works are in this city built in the dry season. The dry season, believe it or not, is now, and it has not stopped raining for weeks. To upgrade a drain, to fix the drain you have to open the ground, cut the drain out and replace it with another drain. It is not practical to do that while it is raining. It puts pressure on the downstream drainage network. It erodes the existing dirt and silt inside the casing where the drainpipe would go, and the work is not properly secured because it’s made of cement. So, we must wait for the weather to turn before we do the necessary drainage works.
	As I said, this report speaks to addressing the costs associated with flood rectification. One thing that I didn’t mention earlier was that within 10 days—within two weeks of the flood event occurring there was emergent mosquito spraying at 30 suburbs across this city, which continues to be responsive and as required where it is needed. 
However, once again, and as noted by Councillor TOOMEY, if water is flowing it is very difficult for mosquitos to breed. It is when the water stagnates and warms up slightly that it becomes a preferred breeding ground for mosquitos. It is the cooler months and it is raining consistently, but the funding will be there if it is required. The work to address mosquitos will be there if needed.
	There were a number of comments made about projects in Program 2, the Infrastructure program. There were comments made by Councillor STRUNK, for example, talking about the importance of intersection upgrades. Can I please note from this work that the projects listed, Kelvin Grove, Blamey, Fig Tree Pocket Road, Enoggera, Moran, Melton House, Monier and Bellwood have either entered a contract phase or are near completion. 
I would have to ask Councillor HUTTON on Monier and Bellwood. I think the completion is imminent on that particular project and I know that the contracts are issued for the others. There has been a deferral, which is reflected in the papers, of a $5.9 million deferral to next to 3.7 which will ensure that those projects as named are completed.
Other projects listed, Murphy and Ellison, Pickering, Montague, Victoria, Adelaide and Wharf, Jephson and Sherwood, they all reflect the fact that those projects are complete, and the money that was not spent to deliver those projects has been received and taken to deliver the flood clean-up work. So, those projects are not cancelled or deferred. They are complete, and the savings from those projects have been accepted and are reflected in these papers. Can I also note—
Councillor SRI:	Point of order, Chair.
Chair:	Point of order to you, Councillor SRI.
Councillor SRI:	Councillor want to take a quick question?
Councillor WINES:	Yes, I will.
Councillor SRI:	Thanks through you, Chair, to Councillor WINES. What did you think of my point that there might be some roads across the city that are not worth resurfacing and repairing that we should look at the cost-benefit analysis of maybe closing them down? It’s a very general question.
Councillor WINES:	Can I say, the problem is a question so general I think requires a specific answer so each road is reflected upon. While I think that some—there are examples where it could work, there are other examples where—we shouldn’t discuss it. I think that—if you were to have—I address it this way. If you were to volunteer somewhere, I’ll consider it. How is that for an answer? 
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor WINES: 	Gresham Street Bridge, there was a comment that there were cuts to projects that are ongoing. The Gresham Street Bridge $3 million savings is because the project has come in under $3 million and I’m looking forward with—Councillor TOOMEY and I are going to go and have an official opening next week from the project. The savings reflected are because the project is delivered on time and under budget, and the money that would have been spent there has been again deferred to the clean‑up.
	The work on Beams Road, we are working with the State to deliver that project. They are a little fussy, I’ll describe it that way. They’re a little fussy, but that work will most definitely occur. That work is reflected here in these papers as well. 
	I don’t accept the idea that the Program 2 area has had cuts. Some projects have been completed and there are underspends and they are reflected in the papers. There are also deferrals, but those projects will continue. Some people in this place have referred to their personal experience from the 2011 flood. I too share the experience of being a Councillor here through that phase. At that time I had a number of projects deferred and they were all—all of the projects that were deferred for Enoggera Ward in a response to the 2011 flood were delivered within 12 to 18 months, so they were deferred.
	One final comment before I sit down about a very important piece of community infrastructure in my ward and I know that you, Mr Chair, are quite a fan of it, the Kedron Brook Bikeway. Now I am supportive of the deferral of works around North Brisbane Bikeway and other new works around that bikeway, because what’s the point of going to a bikeway where significant lengths of it are completely wiped out? The cost of—why would an individual want to ride a bike to a bikeway that does not exist because the flood took it away?
	So the focus should firstly be on reinstatement and betterment of materials, reinstatement and betterment of the conditions within the bikeway that exist today and once we’ve completed those, we will then move to expansion of the network. But I think it’s vitally important that we rebuild the network better than ever, where it was, so that we can use it and enjoy it again and then we can move to expansions of the network once we have what we used to have back.
Chair:	Thank you, Councillor WINES. 
Any further speakers? No further speakers. 
LORD MAYOR.
LORD MAYOR:	Thank you, Mr Chair and thank you to all of those who have contributed to this discussion. It’s interesting because I’ll get you to do a little mindfulness exercise. Close your eyes and think about what Councillor CASSIDY and his colleagues just said. Dwell on it for a little while. Does it remind you of anything? Have you heard any of that before? In fact have you heard any of that every single time any budget papers come through to this Chamber for years and years and years? They’ve said exactly the same thing. After the most devastating floods that we’ve ever had, that they say in normal times.
	They haven’t even bothered to adapt their political narrative to the fact that we have had, following a two-year pandemic, the most damaging flood that we’ve seen in at least 50 years, the most expensive flood. They’ve just literally printed off the speech from the last time a budget review came through, or in fact the same speech from the last time the budget came to Council. It’s the same speech. They’ve bothered to do nothing when it comes to providing a real genuine response to the challenging and different situation that we’re in.
	I pointed out before that we’ve seen this extraordinary situation where just recently they’ve been criticising the Mowbray Park vision, that we’re going ahead with it. They’re criticising us for going ahead and now they’re criticising us for stopping it or pausing it. They were criticising Downey Park and now they’re criticising us for stopping it. It’s quite extraordinary and they continued to have a crack for a long period of time about Brisbane Metro, when everyone else is on board and we’re still going ahead with Brisbane Metro. It’s not being paused, so what has Brisbane Metro got to do with this flood review?
	But one of the most interesting things is, and the most extraordinary and shameless things that the Leader of the Opposition said was his comments on the Green Bridges Program. Because going back to our mindfulness exercise, close your eyes and picture yourself in Question Time just last Tuesday. Does anyone remember Councillor CASSIDY saying this? He asked a question, it was preceded by a longwinded speech which was more of a statement than a question, but his question was this. 
	LORD MAYOR, will you delay your extra green bridges to fast-track suburban drainage in the upcoming budget? Last week he was asking me to delay my extra green bridges to fast-track suburban drainage, right? Okay, so that is exactly one week ago. Fast-forward to this week—
Councillors interjecting.
Chair:	Councillor JOHNSTON.
LORD MAYOR:	—I would ask all Councillors to refer to page 15, sorry, 16 of the budget review, the third budget review, page 16, read along with me. There are four items here that all relate to drainage and creek restoration. First one, February 2022 flood damage, stormwater assets, that’s investment in fixing up stormwater assets. February 2022 flood damage, creek remediation, investment in fixing up creeks which are part of the stormwater drainage network. February 2022 flood damage, enclosed drains and then February 2022 flood damage, open drains.
	Okay, so this is what we’re investing in the recovery and the response into drainage. Now guess what it is, guess what it is. Is it $1 million? Is it $2 million? Is it $3 million? Is it $6 million? Over two years we are investing $69.5 million into those suburban drainage projects, the drainage projects I just listed, the four different projects—
Councillor interjecting.
Chair:	Councillor JOHNSTON.
LORD MAYOR:	—$69.52 million over the next two years, $69.52 million. So last week Councillor CASSIDY asked me to pause the green bridges and spend money on drainage. This week I’m delivering exactly what he asked for and he’s like he’s eaten a lemon. The gall of him to then say even though I asked you to do it last week, I’m going to accuse you of breaking a promise this week. This is extraordinary. So let’s go back to the very first day that I became LORD MAYOR and let’s have a look at what I actually said, not what Councillor CASSIDY has claimed that I said. Now I have the media release and the media release here is dated 31 March 2019.
	It’s actually from me as DEPUTY MAYOR because I wasn’t sworn in to be LORD MAYOR until the week after, on 8 April. This release talks about my plan, together with my team’s plan, to build new green bridges and to invest at least $550 million in those green bridges. Let me read from the record as to what I said on that day. ‘That’s why I’m announcing a plan for five new green bridges to help reduce traffic congestion and dramatically improve Brisbane’s cross-river connectivity. This will be a major program, costing at least $550 million, aimed at tackling traffic congestion, improving public and active transport and creating a healthier, more active city’.
	Then I go on to say, ‘Council will contribute at least two-thirds of the cost of these bridges’. Did I ever say 100%? No, from day one, two-thirds. Then I went on to say, ‘I will also seek contributions from State and Federal Governments’. Day one, that’s what I actually said and from day one, Labor has continued to misrepresent the facts. So right now, fast-forward to today, we have fast-tracked the first two bridges and we said we would go it alone on those first two bridges because it was the right thing to do. We never said we would go it alone on all five bridges, we said the first two bridges.
	They are now under construction, but lo and behold, the Federal Government has put in $60 million towards the Kangaroo Point Green Bridge, so that is a good outcome. But it’s not just that first day media release and statement that was made, my very first budget as LORD MAYOR, once again we see here under the section New green bridges, ‘Council will contribute at least two-thirds of the cost of these bridges and we will also seek contribution from State and Federal Governments’. Okay, that’s the first budget.
	My second budget, here we go, second budget, ‘we said those bridges would be a major 10-year project for the city, which was always the case right from day one. Part of making the Brisbane of tomorrow better than the Brisbane of today. Ahead of the election in March, I committed to fully funding, if necessary, two of those bridges. Not five; two of those bridges, at Kangaroo Point and Breakfast Creek, rather than waiting for the State and Federal Governments to hand down their budgets. Today my team delivers on that commitment, with $23 million in the next 12 months to ramp up work and more than $300 million over four years. Of course, we will continue to advocate strongly for funding from other levels of government’.
	So on my first day, in my first budget, in my second budget, I made it clear and who was here the whole time? Who was listening to all of this? Councillor CASSIDY, Councillor CASSIDY. He either chose to not hear or ignore it, or he is misrepresenting the facts. So what we see is by Labor repeating their same cynical political message every time budget documents come through, every time a budget review comes through, they have lost all credibility, they have lost all credibility.
Councillor MURPHY:	Point of order.
Chair:	Point of order to you, Councillor MURPHY.
Councillor MURPHY:	Will the LORD MAYOR take a question?
Chair:	LORD MAYOR, will you take a question?
LORD MAYOR:	Yes, I will.
Councillor MURPHY:	LORD MAYOR, would you reflect on the fact that during his remarks on 3BR just then, Councillor CASSIDY also restated that we hadn’t yet got any money from other levels of government for the Green Bridges Program?
Chair:	LORD MAYOR.
LORD MAYOR:	Well as I’ve just pointed out, we received a commitment of $60 million from the Federal Government as part of the City Deal for the first green bridge and we’re looking forward to getting more money from the other levels of government too. Thank you for the question. But I guess Councillor CASSIDY’s propensity to gild the lily was evident just a matter of days ago, when we saw this extraordinary situation where the de Jersey review came down.
	Now that report was given to Councillor CASSIDY at 12.40pm in the afternoon, yet surprisingly Councillor CASSIDY was out doing media on the report at 12.30. He was giving commentary on a report that he had not even read or seen. He had not read the 37 recommendations or the report, yet he was commenting on it. That tells you everything you need to know about this Opposition Leader and this Opposition.
Chair:	Thank you. 
We now move to the vote on the E&C report and we are in seriatim for item A, so I’ll move—item A first. 

Clause A put

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of Clause A of the report of the Establishment and Coordination Committee was declared carried on the voices.

Chair:	We now move to the vote on items B and C together.

Clauses B and C put

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of Clauses B and C of the report of the Establishment and Coordination Committee was declared carried on the voices.

Thereupon, Councillors Kara COOK and Charles STRUNK immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared carried.

The voting was as follows:

AYES: 16 -	The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, and Councillors Greg ADERMANN, Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Tracy DAVIS, Vicki HOWARD, Sarah HUTTON, Sandy LANDERS, James MACKAY, Peter MATIC, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Angela OWEN, Steven TOOMEY and Andrew WINES.

NOES: 7 -	The Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Jared CASSIDY, and Councillors Kara COOK, Peter CUMMING, Steve GRIFFITHS, Charles STRUNK, Jonathan SRI and Nicole JOHNSTON.

[bookmark: _Hlk93673482]The report read as follows

ATTENDANCE:

The Right Honourable, the Lord Mayor (Councillor Adrian Schrinner) (Chair); Deputy Mayor (Councillor Krista Adams) (Deputy Chair); and Councillors Adam Allan, Fiona Cunningham, Tracy Davis, Vicki Howard, Ryan Murphy, Steven Toomey and Andrew Wines.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE:

Councillor Kim Marx.
[bookmark: _Toc104746934]A	STORES BOARD SUBMISSION – SIGNIFICANT CONTRACTING PLAN AMENDMENT FOR ANIMAL MANAGEMENT SERVICES
		165/830/179/857
643/2021-22
1.	The Chief Executive Officer provided the information below.

2.	Commercial-in-Confidence details have been removed from this report, highlighted in yellow and replaced with the word [Commercial-in-Confidence].

3.	On 26 October 2021, Council approved a Significant Contracting Plan (SCP) for Animal Management Services to establish a Corporate Procurement Arrangement (CPA) in the form of Preferred Supplier Arrangements. A public tender was subsequently released to the market on 28 October 2021 and closed on 10 December 2021 with three tenders received. An evaluation process was then undertaken, including a shortlisting, clarification and negotiation process.

4.	These processes resulted in proposals considered the most advantageous to Council costing more than the total costs estimated at time of pre-market considerations. The tender exercise has provided what appears to be valid market cost proposals and is in line with Council’s internal cost modelling for these services. Proposed costings are to the satisfaction of Council stakeholders.

5.	A subsequent recommendation is to be made that Council establishes a CPA in the form of Preferred Supplier Arrangements for a total estimated five-year expenditure of [Commercial-in-Confidence] million. This expenditure differs from the original estimated expenditure of $13.2 million detailed in the SCP. 

6.	The Chief Executive Officer and the Stores Board considered the submission, as set out in Attachment B (submitted on file), on 26 April 2022.

7.	The submission is recommended to Council as it is considered the most advantageous outcome for the provision of the required services.

8.	The Chief Executive Officer provided the following recommendation and the Committee agreed.

9.	RECOMMENDATION:

THAT COUNCIL APPROVES THE DRAFT RESOLUTION, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, AND THE SUBMISSION AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT B.

Attachment A
Draft Resolution

DRAFT RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE SIGNIFICANT CONTRACTING PLAN FOR ANIMAL MANAGEMENT SERVICES 

As:

(i)	Council approved a Significant Contracting Plan for Animal Management Services on 26 October 2021

(ii)	the estimated expenditure for the delivery of Animal Management Services has changed

(iii)	section 211(5) of the City of Brisbane Regulation 2012 provides that Council may, by resolution, amend a Significant Contracting Plan at any time before the end of the financial year to which the plan relates,

then:

[bookmark: _Hlk48904784](i)	Council resolves to amend the Significant Contracting Plan for Animal Management Services, as set out in Attachment B.

Attachment B
Stores Board Submission – Significant Contracting Plan Amendment for Animal Management Services

Purpose

[bookmark: _Hlk41569506][bookmark: _Hlk98755777]That the Stores Board recommends approval to amend the Significant Contracting Plan (SCP) for Animal Management Services, from an estimated expenditure of $13.2 million to [Commercial-in-Confidence] million, over the potential five-year term.

Background/business case

Council currently provides Animal Management Services via a Corporate Procurement Arrangement (CPA) in the form of Preferred Supplier Arrangements with Animal Welfare League of Qld Inc. (AWLQ) and Brisbane Livestock Control (BLC).

AWLQ manages and operates Council’s two animal rehoming centres located at Bracken Ridge and Willawong. The key objectives of this arrangement are to reduce the euthanasia rates for domestic animals and maximise animal welfare outcomes through rehoming and retraining animals.

BLC provides all services required in relation to animal collection services, 24 hours a day stock impounding, priority collections, dogs held by members of the public for collection and emergency impounding of animals.

These arrangements came into effect on 18 October 2014 and are due to expire on 17 August 2022.

[bookmark: _Hlk98756074]On 26 October 2021, Council approved an SCP to establish a CPA in the form of Preferred Supplier Arrangements for Animal Management Services. Required services were segmented across six categories as follows:
-	Category 1 - Animal Care
-	Category 2 - Animal Behaviour Assessment
-	Category 3 - Animal Triage
-	Category 4 - Animal Rehome
-	Category 5 - Animal Reclaim
-	Category 6 - Animal Collection and Transportation Services.

[bookmark: _Hlk98756114]A public tender was subsequently released to the market on 28 October 2021, and closed on 10 December 2021, with three tenders received. The evaluation process was then undertaken, including a shortlisting, clarification and negotiation process.

Rationale for amending the estimated expenditure total

The expenditure figure estimated in the SCP was based on previous annual fees totalling $2.6 million paid to the incumbent providers. Annual fees paid under these current arrangements are in line with the schedule of rates established at the time the arrangements commenced in 2014.

The fees proposed by the three tenderers are as per the table below:
	Tenderer
	Category/s
	Proposed annual fee (Year 1)

	Tenderer 1
	Categories 1-5
	[Commercial-in-Confidence] million

	Tenderer 2
	Categories 1-5
	[Commercial-in-Confidence] million

	Tenderer 3
	Category 6
	[Commercial-in-Confidence]



These fees represented a significant increase in current fees, particularly with regards to categories one to five. A clarification and negotiation process was subsequently undertaken to seek rationale behind these proposed fees and any potential price reductions. Following a number of rounds of negotiations and clarifications, Tenderer 1 responded with a reduction from its initial proposed annual fee of [Commercial-in-Confidence] million to a final negotiated annual fee of [Commercial-in-Confidence] million. 

Tenderer 1’s model supports the requirements of the proposed service and is to the satisfaction of the stakeholders. The proposed fees are in line with costings established as a result of internal cost modelling undertaken by Compliance and Regulatory Services, Lifestyle and Community Services, and represent the most advantageous offer.

Total negotiated estimated spend over the five-year term equates to [Commercial-in-Confidence] million, which includes both proposed tenderer’s (i.e. Tenderers 1 and 3) annual price increases for years two to five.

[bookmark: _Hlk103592700]Recommendation

[bookmark: _Hlk51254990]That the Stores Board recommends approval to amend the Significant Contracting Plan for Animal Management Services, from an estimated expenditure of $13.2 million to [Commercial-in-Confidence] million, over the potential five-year term.
ADOPTED

[bookmark: _Toc104746935]B	ANNUAL OPERATIONAL PLAN PROGRESS AND QUARTERLY FINANCIAL REPORT FOR THE PERIOD ENDED MARCH 2022 
		134/695/317/1232 
644/2021-22
10.	The Divisional Manager, Organisational Services, provided the information below.

11.	Sections 196(2) and (3) of the City of Brisbane Regulation 2012 state that the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) must present financial reports to Council at least quarterly. The reports are to state the progress that has been made in relation to Council’s budget.

12.	The Annual Operational Plan Progress and Quarterly Financial Report March 2022 (refer Attachment B, submitted on file) separately identifies and reports the financial results of Council’s Program Services (i.e. Council excluding Business Activities) and Business Activities. The written commentaries provide explanation of the figures.

13.	Section 166(3) of the City of Brisbane Regulation 2012 states that the CEO must present a written assessment of Council’s progress towards implementing the Annual Operational Plan to Council at regular intervals of not more than three months.

14.	The previous financial report for the period ended 31 December 2021 was presented to Council on 22 February 2022. The current report relates to the period ended 25 March 2022.

15.	The Divisional Manager, Organisational Services, provided the following recommendation and the Committee agreed.

16.	RECOMMENDATION:

THAT COUNCIL RESOLVE AS PER THE DRAFT RESOLUTION SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder.
	
Attachment A
Draft Resolution

DRAFT RESOLUTION TO ADOPT THE ANNUAL OPERATIONAL PLAN PROGRESS AND QUARTERLY FINANCIAL REPORT FOR THE PERIOD ENDED MARCH 2022

As:

1. sections 196(2) and (3) of the City of Brisbane Regulation 2012 require that the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) present financial reports to Council at least quarterly

1. section 166(3) of the City of Brisbane Regulation 2012 states that the CEO must present a written assessment of Council’s progress towards implementing the Annual Operational Plan to Council at regular intervals of not more than three months,

then:

1. Council directs that the Annual Operational Plan Progress and Quarterly Financial Report for the period ended March 2022, as set out in Attachment B, be noted.
ADOPTED
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17.	The Divisional Manager, Organisational Services, provided the information below.

18.	Section 162(2) of the City of Brisbane Regulation 2012 provides that Council’s budget for a financial year may be amended at any time before the end of the financial year.

19.	The Third Budget Review has been prepared and considers:
(a)	emerging issues requiring funding and changes to income and expenditure for 2021-22 through to 2024-25
(b)	requests to change project funding to 2021-22 and other forward years
(c)	the ongoing financial impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic
(d)	the forecast financial impacts from the South East Queensland (SEQ) Flooding and Rainfall Event 2022.

20.	The SEQ Flooding and Rainfall Event 2022 involved significant river, creek and overland flow flooding and significant rain inundation.

21.	The Brisbane City Council area experienced between 400 to 1,100mm of rainfall over approximately four to five days (23 to 27 February 2022) and a disaster event was declared by the Queensland Government on 26 February 2022 (the weather event).

22.	Council has incurred significant costs due to the weather event including sandbagging, immediate response and clean-up efforts. Council will continue to incur significant costs associated with the restoration of assets. 

23.	Significant impacts include:
-	863 parks were damaged including 300 playgrounds, 25 toilet facilities and more than 40 dog off-leash areas
	-	285 kilometres of roads were flooded with at least 78 roads requiring full resurfacing
	-	damage to footpaths, street trees, lighting and drainage
	-	235 kilometres of bikeways impacted with some no longer in existence
-	more than half of our community leased sites were damaged including buildings, sports fields, car parks and ancillary infrastructure
-	several pools were flooded, with other community facilities suffering a range of damage
	-	the CityCat fleet and terminals were significantly impacted
-	significant erosion, landslips and build-up of debris across our natural assets and waterways.

24.	Attachment B (submitted on file) outlines the recommended amendments to the approved budget for 2021-22 through to 2024-25.

25.	The Divisional Manager, Organisational Services, provided the following recommendation and the Committee agreed.

26.	RECOMMENDATION:

THAT COUNCIL RESOLVE AS PER THE DRAFT RESOLUTION SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder.

Attachment A
Draft Resolution

DRAFT RESOLUTION TO APPROVE BUDGET AMENDMENTS – THIRD REVIEW

As: 

1. Council proposes to amend the budget to address emerging issues and changes to income and expenditure for 2021-22 through to 2024-25

1. section 162(2) of the City of Brisbane Regulation 2012 provides that Council may, by resolution, amend the budget for a financial year at any time before the end of the financial year,

	then Council

	(i)	resolves to amend the Annual Plan and Budget 2021-22 by adopting the 	amended budget allocations for Programs 1 to 8, and Businesses and Council 	Providers in accordance with Attachment B.
ADOPTED
[bookmark: _Hlk104565113][bookmark: _Toc114546464][bookmark: _Toc114546753]
Chair:	Councillors, the next item is the Economic Development and the Brisbane 2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games Committee report.
	Councillor HUTTON.


[bookmark: _Toc104746937]ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND THE BRISBANE 2032 OLYMPIC AND PARALYMPIC GAMES COMMITTEE

Councillor Sarah HUTTON, the A/Civic Cabinet Chair of the Economic Development and the Brisbane 2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Sandy LANDERS, that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 17 May 2022, be adopted.

Chair:	Councillor HUTTON.
Councillor HUTTON:	Thank you, Mr Chair. I wanted to firstly start with what’s on in the Brisbane Business Hub this week. So we’ve got two events, we’ve got one tomorrow about building business resilience with sustainability, which is being run by CCIQ (Chamber of Commerce and Industry Queensland). Then next Tuesday we’ve got the art of building a premium brand with visual content and that is going to be run by Content Lion. So please don’t forget to jump on to the businessinbrisbane.com.au website to find out what’s on at the Brisbane Business Hub.
	But last week in Committee we received a presentation from the Brisbane Economic Development Agency in regards to the Lord Mayor’s Business Awards. Now in its 17th year, the Lord Mayor’s Business Awards celebrate the outstanding achievements and success of Brisbane business and our businesspeople. The 2022 awards will highlight the excellence, success and innovation our business community is known for, while also acknowledging the important contribution our local businesses make to our community, city and our economy.
	The Lord Mayor’s Business Awards are the preeminent business awards for Brisbane, advocating all local businesses no matter what size to nominate and experience firsthand the opportunities the awards bring. We have a fantastic array of sponsors this year on board and approximately 60 judges, drawn from industry and academia, who have the hard task of sifting through all of the many nominations we receive to select the various winners. Each year the awards tell of inspiring stories of local businesses and people behind them. By sharing these stories our businesses succeed locally, nationally and internationally. We hope to encourage and inspire others to succeed as well.
	We’ve seen some outstanding winners over the last 16 years and last year was no different. From launching the Australian Stock Exchange to opening new manufacturing plants, last year’s winners have been busy making strides locally, nationally and internationally. Now for those of you who don’t know, there are 11 diverse award categories, capturing the breadth of business excellence, innovation and ingenuity in Brisbane. I would really encourage each and every one of you to go out to your local businesses and encourage them to nominate. 
	Nominations are now open and they close on Friday 15 July and the winners will be announced at the gala ceremony at City Hall on Friday 21 October. I would like to thank Nikki Reid, who runs the program and you can see in the presentation just the passion and zest she has for this program. I would really like to thank her for her incredible efforts in pulling together the awards series and I’ll leave further debate to the Chamber.
Chair:	Thank you.
	Any further speakers? No further speakers.
	We now move to the vote on this report.

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of the report of the Economic Development and the Brisbane 2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games Committee was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows

ATTENDANCE:

[bookmark: _Hlk79429955]The Deputy Mayor, Councillor Krista Adams (Civic Cabinet Chair), Councillor Sarah Hutton (Deputy Chair), and Councillors Greg Adermann, Jared Cassidy and Kara Cook.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE:

Councillor Steven Huang.
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[bookmark: _Hlk50022291]1.	The Corporate Events and Partnership Manager, Brisbane Economic Development Agency (BEDA), attended the meeting to provide an update on the Lord Mayor’s Business Awards (LMBA). She provided the information below.

2.	The LMBA are delivered annually by BEDA to recognise and reward the outstanding achievements of Brisbane businesses. 2022 will mark the 17th annual LMBA. The LMBA acknowledge the contribution of local businesses to the growth of Brisbane’s economy, strengthen Brisbane’s positioning as a hub of innovation, talent and opportunity and provide a multi-sector platform for networking and collaboration by Brisbane’s business community.

3.	The LMBA are a benchmark for excellence amongst the Brisbane business community. The finalists and winners, past and present, play a vital role in Brisbane’s success at a local and international level. The LMBA recognise and celebrate this valuable contribution to the city across a diverse range of industries and sectors, including health, the arts, education, media, retail, finance and construction.

4.	A number of events take place as part of the LMBA, starting with the opening of nominations in May and concluding with the Winner’s Lunch in November. Nominations for the 2022 LMBA opened on Wednesday 11 May and will close on Friday 15 July with finalists being announced in September. This event will be followed by the Finalist Function, Gala Dinner and Winner’s Lunch in October and November. 

5.	In 2021, new leveraging events with past LMBA winners and finalists have been added to the program to support the Brisbane Business Hub. This will continue in 2022 with various events taking place during the year to support First Nations people and women in business.

6.	Sponsors for the LMBA are directly targeted each year to ensure strong category alignment and relevance to BEDA’s strategic priorities. There are 18 sponsors, including 12 category sponsors. The 2022 LMBA sponsors include Brisbane City Council (event sponsor), Optus, HSBC, The Courier-Mail, Xero, Port of Brisbane, Accenture, Chamber of Commerce and Industry is Queensland (CCIQ), Hutchinson Builders, Urban Utilities, Australia Pacific LNG, Hostplus Industry Super Property Trust (ISPT), Binder Dijker Otte (BDO), ANZ Bank, 7News Brisbane (media sponsor), Norwest Group (new event sponsor in 2022), Sirromet and Epicure (event sponsors).

7.	There are 12 categories for the 2022 LMBA, including:
· CCIQ Award for Outstanding Small Business
· Xero Award for Outstanding Micro Business
· Australia Pacific LNG Award for Business Innovation
· Accenture Australia Award for Product Innovation
· Hutchinson Builders Award for Outstanding Social Enterprise
· ANZ Award for High-Growth Business
· Urban Utilities Award for Environmental Sustainability in Business
· HSBC Award for Excellence in International Business
· ISPT Award for Investment in Brisbane
· Port of Brisbane Award for Young Business Person of the Year
· The Courier-Mail Award for Business Person of the Year
· Optus Business Platinum Award.

8.	Approximately 60 judges are drawn from industry and academia for the event each year and five to six judges are assigned to each category, including one sponsor judge. Every year, 12 new judges are appointed to the LMBA. There are a total of 33 judging sessions conducted over the course of the LMBA.

9.	The Committee was shown a table with all previous LMBA winners and a series of images of the 2021 recipients. There have been over 150 winners since the LMBA was introduced in 2006. In recent years, BEDA has focused on engaging LMBA alumni to drive further value and impact to the LMBA, which has led to the addition of a new event proposed to take place in September 2022 called ‘Taking Brisbane to the World’. This will be an alumni event aimed at building a team of Brisbane business champions.

10.	The Committee was shown case studies of two past LMBA winners and how the LMBA has helped to support the growth of their businesses. The case studies featured the World’s Biggest Garage Sale (2018 Winner of the Yurika Award for Sustainability in Business) and Frankie4 Footwear (2017 Winner of the Channel 7 Award for Business Person of the Year). 

11.	Following a number of questions from the Committee, the Civic Cabinet Chair thanked the Corporate Events and Partnership Manager for her informative update. 

12.	RECOMMENDATION:

	THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.
ADOPTED

Chair:	Councillor MURPHY, Transport Committee report please.
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Councillor Ryan MURPHY, Civic Cabinet Chair of the Transport Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Angela OWEN, that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 17 May 2022, be adopted.

Chair:	Councillor MURPHY.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Point of order.
Chair:	Point of order, Councillor JOHNSTON.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Yes, thank you. I’m seeking the following further information with respect to paragraph 7 of the report. How many wombat crossings are there in Brisbane?
Chair:	Thank you.
Councillor MURPHY:	Chair, if I can get that information through the duration of this Committee report, then I’ll be happy to provide that information. If not, I can provide it next week.
Chair:	Thank you.
Councillor MURPHY:	Chair, last week the Transport Committee received a presentation about how Council approaches pedestrian crossing design. Council’s pedestrian networks include footpaths, pathways, tracks, urban spaces, bridges and bikeway paths. We know that Councillors often receive queries, Chair, from the community about pedestrian safety and this presentation was helpful, I thought it was very helpful, in providing context for the work that TPO (Transport Planning and Operations) undertakes in this space. It’s important to me that we have a city that is safe and that is easy to get around by foot, because after all we’re all pedestrians at one point or another.
	Alongside the infrastructure improvements that get made, the crossings outlined in the presentation, the shared paths delivered as part of bikeway projects, we need the right policies and plans to keep delivering better walking outcomes for our city. As I outlined at the last Active Transport Advisory Committee meeting at the start of this year, we are continuing to work on a walkable Brisbane strategy. The State Government has their walking strategy, but I didn’t want to steal the incredible title of that strategy.
	So I think it suggests to people that we should have a strategy as to how one should walk, rather than a strategy as to how we shape policy outcomes within Council around pedestrian mobility. So it’s for that reason we’ve gone with a walkable Brisbane strategy. It’s something that’s very important, it’s also very important that we get it right, with real tangible actions to improve walkability around Brisbane and to give insight to other areas of Council, whether it’s the road planning teams or Development Services, as to how we should like them to approach issues within their part of Council when it comes to aiding walking and mobility. It will be ready when it’s ready, Chair.
	Right across Transport Planning and Operations branch and indeed across Brisbane Infrastructure, we are always looking for more opportunities to prioritise people’s mobility around the city. I do take some comments from some of the Committee members in respect to the presentation, it’s not always clear how Council makes decisions around how we prioritise mobility and how we balance and weigh that up when it comes to dealing with the road space. Certainly I think strategies like the walkable Brisbane strategy will help to make those principles clear, both inside the Council and externally and I’ll leave further debate to the Chamber. Thank you, Chair.
Chair:	Thank you. 
Any further speakers? 
Councillor JOHNSTON.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Yes, I rise to speak on item A, pedestrian crossing design. I think this is one of the areas within Council where consistently over the past decade or longer, the whole time I’ve been here, that this LNP Council has let Brisbane residents down. This Administration chronically underfunds pedestrian safety and pedestrian infrastructure. It is almost a joke to me that Councillor MURPHY is standing up here and trying to portray this great idea that somehow this Administration is delivering on improvements to pedestrian safety around Brisbane. We know, we know that pedestrians are at risk every day on our roads and I’m going to give you a couple of examples where Council’s design hasn’t even got to a design point.
	Three years ago, Geoff Copland was killed while out walking on the corner of Venner Road and Lagonda Street in Annerley. He was just walking home, he’s a well-respected doctor and his family have been an active part of lobbying for changes on Venner Road. His wife and daughter were part of our Active School Travel Committee at St Sebastian’s. The family have wanted me to push hard for pedestrian improvements and yet this Council has refused to do anything. They finally came out to brief me, the design team, and they’re not going to do anything to improve pedestrian safety where Geoff died.
	They’re not going to reduce the speed limit. They might put some yellow lines on corners. There’s already yellow lines on most of the corners, so it’ll only be a couple of extra corners. This wasn’t an obscurity issue with respect to cars being parked on corners; there was a different issue here to do with the failure to handle the intersection at the top of the hill. They’re not going to put in extra traffic lights, so there’s a green walk signal. They’re not going to put in extra pedestrian crossing points. They’re not going to put in extra pedestrian warning signage. They’re not going to do any of these things, not a single thing. 
	When the design team came to speak to me and I asked them what happened, they couldn’t even tell me what happened to Geoff, how the accident happened. This is a pedestrian that died three years ago on our roads and this Council is doing nothing. Now that follows two other pedestrians dying up on Ipswich Road in Annerley, in Annerley Junction, where it was—I don’t know how long, Councillor GRIFFITHS, I’ve been at it as long as I can remember to try and have the speed limit reduced on Ipswich Road and pedestrian safety improved on Ipswich Road. Every little thing that we’ve had done there has been a hard-fought battle that I’ve been involved with and there’s still so much more to do.
	The Move Safe report, that this Administration do not want to speak about at all and continue to ignore, recommended major upgrades, major upgrades throughout Annerley and other areas of the city and they’ve done nothing. The Ipswich Road Corridor Study recommended major upgrades, including to Ekibin Road and Ipswich Road, to make sure there’s a safe crossing point across the slip lane. This Administration has done nothing. This Administration, to my knowledge, does not have a single wombat crossing in the city. Now I don’t think Councillor MURPHY knows because I don’t think there are any.
	But you would think when he’s running a presentation in his Committee that he might know how many wombat crossings there are in Brisbane. That was a key focus of the report last week. I don’t think there are any, because I’ve been asking. I think they’re excellent, I’ve been asking for them in my ward and every single time the traffic planners tell me, sorry Councillor, we don’t have any, we’re just still looking into them. Yet here it is in a report, with the LNP Administration pretending they do things like this. Come on, Councillor MURPHY, through you Mr Chairman, please tell us where the wombat crossings in Brisbane are in your reply here today.
	Here’s another one. Please stand up and tell me, with respect to point 6, how many new zebra crossings have been installed around the city in the last year, in this year, current budget year. Stand up and tell me, because I’ve been asking for them at key locations, including outside Graceville rail station and outside Fairfield rail station, for the past, I don’t know, six years, seven years, as long as I can remember there as well. They will not put them in. These are high pedestrian areas, trafficked areas, where this Council will not put pedestrian infrastructure in.
	This would help people get to the train station, students to get to school, people going to work, kids going to uni. It would reduce traffic on our streets, it would make it safer for people crossing busy roads and yet do we see them being delivered? We just heard Councillor MURPHY stand up and say—and I quote, ‘we’re always looking for more opportunities to prioritise pedestrian improvements’. Well clearly not in Tennyson Ward because I keep putting them up and you and this Council keep saying no. It is not good enough that this Council wants to stand up and talk about design, but does not deliver it on the streets of Brisbane.
	We are not seeing pedestrian safety improvements through the provision of additional infrastructure. I have nearly 30 pedestrian refuges on a capital works list waiting to be funded in my ward. Do you know how many the LNP have funded in the last decade in my ward? None, I’ve had to fund them out of the trust funds. We don’t get any footpath funding anymore, as Councillor MURPHY very helpfully told us in the information sessions last year, we’ve just got to use our trust funds. So our trust funds have to fund every playground upgrade, every footpath upgrade, every small road upgrade, every pedestrian upgrade and do you know how much money we get? $500,000, that is it. It’s not like Tennyson Ward’s getting any additional funding for these things. 
	So I’m really interested, Councillor MURPHY. You’re promoting these wombat crossings, how many are there in Brisbane and where are they? Why don’t you share that with us? This Administration has failed, failed to support the necessary pedestrian infrastructure needed to keep people safe. They’re trying to do the right things with cyclists, but pedestrians are way off the back of that. Cyclists are getting improvements all around Brisbane and good on them, they’re an effective lobby group, but we can’t even get safe crossing points across Cornwall Street, which leads to a hospital, a school, a train station. We can’t get slip lanes that this Council’s own report says should not exist in Brisbane.
	We can’t get them properly made safe with either a zebra or a green light on the corner of Cornwall Street and Annerley Road. We can’t get anything from this Administration, yet they want to stand up before us today and proclaim their brilliant design, brilliant design work. Well come on, Councillor MURPHY, tell us where this is actually happening in Brisbane. Because it’s not happening in Tennyson Ward and it’s certainly not happening in the areas where my community petitions, multiple petitions, where we make budget requests, where residents make requests, where the coroner makes requests. We’re not seeing this Council act to make it safer for pedestrians in Brisbane and that is appalling.
Chair:	Thank you.
	Further speakers? Any further speakers?
	Councillor MURPHY.
Councillor MURPHY:	Thanks very much, Chair. It’s just a Committee presentation, it was a Committee presentation, Chair. In terms of the wombat crossings, Chair, the answer to that question was provided to Councillor JOHNSTON in a response to a Question on Notice on 19 May 2020. So just check your emails, thanks.
Councillor interjecting.
Chair:	Thank you, we now move to the vote on this report.

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of the report of the Transport Committee was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows

ATTENDANCE:

Councillor Ryan Murphy (Civic Cabinet Chair), Councillor Angela Owen (Deputy Chair), and Councillors Jared Cassidy, David McLachlan and Jonathan Sri.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE:

Councillor Steven Huang.
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1.	The Transport Network Operations Manager, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, attended the meeting to provide an update on pedestrian crossing design. She provided the information below.

2.	Council’s pedestrian networks include footpaths, pathways, tracks, urban spaces, and bridges. The pedestrian networks connect neighbourhoods with community facilities, business and retail precincts, open spaces and public transport. Pedestrian crossings assist pedestrians to cross over roads, rail and bikeway corridors. New pedestrian crossings reduce the amount of time waiting for gaps in traffic whilst also improving pedestrian safety.

3.	Common types of pedestrian crossings include:
	-	kerb extensions (build outs)
	-	pedestrian refuges (splitter islands)
	-	zebra crossings
	-	wombat crossings
	-	children’s crossings
	-	traffic signals
	-	bridges and overpasses. 

4.	Kerb extensions provide reduced pedestrian crossing width and reduced exposure to passing traffic and parked cars. Kerb extensions are often built within areas of moderate pedestrian crossing demand, where there are low vehicle volumes, wide roads, intersections and mid-block locations.

5.	Pedestrian refuges allow pedestrians to cross one direction of traffic at a time, provides physical protection from oncoming vehicles, and reduces crossing delays for pedestrians. The size of the pedestrian refuge may be larger where there are increased pedestrian crossing demands. Pedestrian refuges are typically used where there is moderate pedestrian crossing demand and vehicle volumes, wide roads, intersections, and mid-block locations.

6.	Zebra crossings provide pedestrians with priority to cross a road and as well as reduced crossing delays, and are typically used in the following locations: 
-	high pedestrian crossing demand
-	low vehicle volumes
-	no more than one lane of moving traffic in any one direction
-	50km/h speed limit or lower
-	85th percentile speeds on approach less than 60km/h
-	mid-block locations.

7.	Wombat crossings provide pedestrians with priority to cross a road with reduced crossing delays and moderates the traffic speed. Wombat crossings are included as part of Local Area Traffic Management (LATM) schemes and are typically used in the following locations:
-	high pedestrian crossing demand
-	low vehicle and truck volumes
-	no more than one lane of moving traffic in any one direction
-	50km/h speed limit or lower
-	local streets with a local or limited collector function
-	mid-block locations.

8.	Children’s crossings provide pedestrian priority when they are in operation during morning and afternoon school drop off and pick up periods and provide reduced crossing delays for pedestrians. Children’s crossings are typically used where a part-time crossing is required near a school, and when a crossing supervisor has been appointed by the Department of Transport and Main Roads (TMR). 

9.	Traffic signals are typically used in the following locations: 
-	high pedestrian crossing demand
-	high vehicle and truck volumes
-	major roads
-	intersections and mid-block locations.

10.	Traffic signals contribute to network efficiency by prioritising wait times for the various modes of travel on high volume roads. The maximum traffic signal cycle time is 100 seconds at most locations in the CBD, and 150 seconds on Council’s arterial roads. Traffic signals typically include a crossing width of three metres, although wider crossing widths are considered in areas of high pedestrian demand. Phasing of traffic signals provides protection to pedestrians where vehicles turn into the intersection, and full phases of traffic signals are in place where there are no turning vehicles in the intersection. 

11.	Bridges and overpasses provide pedestrian priority and full separation between pedestrians and motorists. Bridges and overpasses are typically used in locations of high traffic speed, very high vehicle and truck volume and over rivers and creeks. 

12.	Additional pedestrian crossing treatments include:
-	strategically located at malls where there is no vehicle access, and high pedestrian activity
-	strategically located in shared zones with very low vehicle traffic and high pedestrian activity
	-	raised priority crossings, such as cycleways
	-	continuous footpath treatments where there is very low vehicle volume.

13.	Pedestrian crossing designs comply with the following standards and guidelines:
-	City Plan 2014 (City Plan)
-	Brisbane Standard Drawings
-	Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices 
-	Queensland Guide to Traffic Management 
-	Australian Standards.

14.	Pedestrian crossing assessments consider the following:
-	adjacent and nearby land uses
-	pedestrian volumes and types
-	traffic volumes
-	crash history
-	site conditions and constraints
-	community feedback.

15.	Council will continue to assess pedestrian crossings and deliver improvements across Brisbane, including:
-	Local Access Network Improvements
-	Suburban Corridor Modernisation
-	LATM – Traffic Calming
-	Safe School Travel Infrastructure
-	Traffic Management Plan Improvements
-	Major Traffic Improvements – Intersections.

16.	Following a number of questions from the Committee, the Civic Cabinet Chair thanked the Transport Network Operations Manager for her informative presentation.

17.	RECOMMENDATION:

	THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.
ADOPTED

Chair:	Councillor WINES, Infrastructure Committee report please.
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Councillor Andrew WINES, Civic Cabinet Chair of the Infrastructure Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Sarah HUTTON, that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 17 May 2022, be adopted.

Chair:	Councillor WINES.
Councillor WINES:	Thank you, Mr Chair. The presentation last week was on the Story Bridge restoration project. One of the reasons that I wanted to do this presentation, along with an accompanying opportunity for Committee members to attend the Story Bridge and have a tour through it to see the sort of works that are happening, is too often I hear that this is the Story Bridge repainting works. I wanted people to know that it is so much more, that it is so much more than that.
	That even if it were merely that, there’s 36,000 litres of paint required to paint this particular piece of infrastructure, this iconic and important bridge in the middle of our city that sits at the heart of so many of our tourism promotional photographs. But I wanted people to come and see, I wanted them to come and see what the project was actually about. Can I thank those Councillors who did come along and have a look and I hope that they appreciated exactly the amount of work that was being done by officers in that place at that time. Can I just talk about the sorts of things that are happening as part of the project and why does it cost so much to deliver this particular project.
	Firstly, it requires the installation of scaffolding and encapsulation systems. The encapsulation system will help reduce the impact of works on the local community, while ensuring a safe workplace. You must remember that the Story Bridge not only abuts very closely homes and businesses, but also recreational facilities that are almost at times under the bridge. It’s important to recall that at some point in the bridge’s history, the people who were maintaining it did not—or were not aware that some of the paint that they were using had lead, which was toxic to human beings. We must remove it in a safe manner for those individuals who literally live, work and play next to or under that bridge.
	When removing that sort of material, it requires specialised equipment and specialised training of individuals. Can I thank the people who demonstrated their gear to us, which was a double set of overalls and a kind of helmet, they kind of look like Marty McFly’s outfit at the start of Back to the Future. It’s full encapsulation of the individual and then they have to actually plug themselves into air conditioning because it gets so hot in there. Then they have to use a pressure washer to remove the material. The pressure washing is at 2,000 psi to remove the outer layers of paint and the lead elements inside it.
	Some instances inside the bridge include nine layers of paint. Interestingly, if you consider the weight of paint and nine layers of it, the amount of paint on the building—excuse me, the amount of paint on the bridge is equivalent to having a series of semitrailers parked on the bridge length to length the entire time. Which is an interesting way to consider what many would consider a particularly light item when in that 36,000 litre volume becomes very, very heavy. There’s abrasive blasting and sand and water blasting to remove it.
	Now for those who don’t quite understand, there’s not merely the clear, pure face you look at, but you must also get in and under the metalworks. It can be quite delicate and finicky work to be able to clean those surfaces. Also the rivets need to be cleaned and in some instances, they will need to be replaced. So as they’re identified as a loose rivet, they are replaced at the time they’re identified. There’s also a strengthening process, there is a level of oxidisation that has occurred in the bridge and that has to be addressed and there has to be strengthened steel placed around it.
	Once we have identified the issues in the structure, stripped back the paint, addressed the strength issues, ensured that it’s properly maintained, then at that point we recoat the structure with three layers, a zinc-rich epoxy primer, a chlorinated rubber intermediary and then top coats. I have had a number of questions, why is it grey? The answer is because in the lead up to World War II, naval battleship grey was the most abundant colour around and that’s the colour that it was painted. For people who are particularly interested in trivia around the bridge, there are four types of grey that you can identify with a particularly keen eye.
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor WINES:	The interjection was, were any of them minesweeper grey? It may well have been, it may well have been.
Chair:	Fifty Shades of Grey.
Councillor WINES:	It provides a protective barrier against corrosion and contains no lead whatsoever. We expect that the future maintenance needs will mean that it will extend the life of the bridge somewhere between 20 to 80 years. Each coat of paint requires extensive hand brushing to ensure coverage around every rivet and in every joint between the steel plates. Stripe coating is then followed by spray painting and great skill is required to ensure all surfaces are properly cleaned and maintained, including the deep cavities. The final product is the bridge as we know it, protected by its heritage protection, that’ll last decades longer than the original engineers had intended.
	Some final trivia, if anybody ever asks you, it’s called a—the Story Bridge is what’s called a cantilever K-span bridge, is the variety, which we all knew off the top of our heads, I’m sure. So it’s what’s called a cantilever K-span bridge and what’s also interesting, when it comes to maintenance, the work, the bridge exists quite a bit over land and that’s the easy work that we’ve been doing. Then once the bridge moves over water, it becomes far more difficult. This project also includes replacement of the footpaths that are abutting the Story Bridge, which most of us would be familiar with. It also includes the construction of a series of maintenance gantries which will also reduce future costs.
	The objective of this project is to repaint it and give proper maintenance of the Story Bridge, lengthen the life of the bridge by decades and reduce future costs of the maintenance of the bridge into those years. So we have decided to bring forward costs, bring forward future costs, while properly addressing the issues in that structure today. Now I suspect that through this report there’ll be some comments diminishing the work that we are doing on the Story Bridge and I ask those people to come with me through the Story Bridge and we’ll show you what we are doing. Because once you are aware of what we are doing, you will no longer hold those opinions.
Chair:	Thank you, Councillor WINES. 
Further speakers? 
Councillor GRIFFITHS.
Councillor GRIFFITHS:	Yes, I’d just like to add to some comments and thank Councillor WINES for actually doing the tour. I think it was a great idea and it was really useful to actually get out of the Committee room and see and meet some of the staff who are doing such good work. I was just interested in some of the history of the Story Bridge, particularly as it relates to my area. The Story Bridge was actually constructed, or how would you say, it was poured, the iron was poured at Salisbury at a workshop called Evans Deakin. So it was actually made in Salisbury, made in Brisbane and then constructed at the site.
	It was actually when I did a bit of research on this, it was actually today 87 years ago, so 24 May 1935, that work began on the bridge, so how’s that for a coincidence, it’s an interesting coincidence. It actually came out of a commission that Brisbane City Council at the time conducted, talking about a number of crossings for the Brisbane River and this was certainly one that was supported by the commission.
	It was opened in 1940, so that was 82 years ago. The actual highway, apparently, according to the officers who took us on the tour, that’s the shortest highway in the world that runs over the bridge. You’re saying it’s right, Councillor COOK. It’s called the Bradfield Highway and Bradfield Highway is actually named after the person who designed the bridge.
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor GRIFFITHS:	I didn’t realise that, so it was just good to know, just some of this history. The bridge was named after John Douglas Story, who was a senior public servant who strongly advocated for the bridge. I’m proud to say that my great-grandfather, Jack O’Brien, worked on the bridge, was one of the riggers on the bridge. So that’s a nice bit of family history to have go back in terms of I hadn’t realised until we climbed up into the structure how huge it is, it is just an amazing piece of infrastructure.
	The other thing I don’t think you said, Councillor WINES, is that it’s only one of three bridges in the world that you can actually climb. So the others you can’t climb because it’s too wet or too dangerous, so it’s Auckland, Sydney and Brisbane. So there’s another little fact for us. The last thing I’ll draw to the attention of the Chamber is that it cost £1,150,000 to build, so it was very cheap.
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor GRIFFITHS:	Pounds. I would like to thank, I think it’s Glen Miney, who was the officer—
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor GRIFFITHS:	Miney, who took us on the tour, led the tour. He and his staff did a really good job, they’re very professional and I think it was a very good experience for us in terms of just seeing the day-to-day operations and just the sheer—seeing some of the spaces the officers are working in and doing sand blasting in and the confined spaces, really makes you appreciate how hard they actually work to maintain such a magnificent structure like that. So once again I’d like to thank you, Councillor WINES, for organising that, cheers.
Chair:	Thank you, Councillor GRIFFITHS.
	Further speakers? 
	Summing up? Disappointed you didn’t talk about the Warren trusses that make up the bridge, that’s another good trivia question.
	We now move this report.

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of the report of the Infrastructure Committee was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows

ATTENDANCE:

Councillor Andrew Wines (Civic Cabinet Chair), Councillor Peter Matic (Deputy Chair), and Councillors Steve Griffiths, Fiona Hammond, Sarah Hutton and Charles Strunk.
[bookmark: _Toc104746942][bookmark: _Hlk103587282]A	COMMITTEE PRESENTATION – STORY BRIDGE RESTORATION PROJECT
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[bookmark: _Hlk103587357][bookmark: _Hlk103762901][bookmark: _Hlk103587338][bookmark: _Hlk103679414]1.	Isaac Scot, Manager, Public Space Operations, City Standards, Brisbane Infrastructure, and Glen Miney, Program and Planning Manager Civil, Program Planning and Integration, City Standards, attended the meeting to provide an update on the Story Bridge restoration project. They provided the information below.

2.	Queensland’s most recognisable bridge is getting a makeover as part of the Story Bridge restoration project. Works will maintain the structural integrity and aesthetics of the iconic bridge and ensure that our local road network continues to be safe and accessible for all users in the future.

3.	Over the years, the bridge has received continuous maintenance, including spot painting and periodical wash downs as required. Most recently these activities have focused on the below‑deck portions of the bridge, where continuous access from bridge gantries has been available for maintenance staff, noting that safety and environmental requirements and standards have changed over the years.

4.	In 2015, an investigation into the bridge identified the presence of some crevice corrosion and showed it would soon be nearing the time when recoating would be required to prolong the life of the bridge. In 2018, Council began the process of documenting the project to restore the bridge with an approach to ensure high-priority areas were completed first, with works commencing in mid-2020.

5.	Stage 1 works commenced on the south approach with spans 1-3 to allow capturing of learnings and refinement of the work method for risk mitigation. Works on the main structure were to follow the delivery of south approach works. The Committee was shown a diagram of the bridge highlighting the stages of work. 

6.	The work methodology for this project follows a four-step process:
-	installation of scaffolding and encapsulation system
-	pressure washing
-	abrasive blasting
-	recoating.

7.	In step one, scaffolding is installed to allow access to all below-deck steel. The majority of the restoration works is carried out within a specialised, airtight encapsulation system that has been designed to contain and remove emissions and waste products generated during the pressure washing, sand blasting and coating works. This encapsulation system will help to reduce the impact of works on the local community, while ensuring the safety and wellbeing of workers, the local community and the environment.

8.	The restoration in step two involves pressure washing the steel with up to 2,000 pounds per square inch. Images were shown demonstrating how coatings were removed after pressure washing. 

9.	Abrasive blasting removes the rest of the coating in the third step of this process, taking the surface back to bare steel. Following inspection of the rivets and the members, the surfaces are blown with pressurised air to remove any residual garnet before the new coating can be applied.

10.	Step four requires all surfaces are properly cleaned and coated, including in deep cavities and difficult to reach areas. A zinc-rich epoxy primer, chlorinated rubber intermediate and top coats provide a protective barrier against corrosion on metal surfaces. They do not contain lead, minimise future maintenance needs and will extend the life of our iconic bridge. Each coat of paint requires extensive hand brushing, or stripe coating, to ensure coverage around every rivet and at every join between steel plates. Stripe coating is followed by spray painting. The final product is an approved bridge grey colour retaining the heritage look of the bridge. 

11.	An in-house quality assurance management system provides each bridge member with an identification number. Detailed records are kept for each member and quality assurance records are linked to a 3D computer-aided design (CAD) model.

12.	Following a number of questions from the Committee, the Civic Cabinet Chair thanked the Manager, Public Space Operations and the Program and Planning Manager Civil for their informative presentation.

13.	RECOMMENDATION:

	THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.
ADOPTED

[bookmark: _Toc104746943][bookmark: _Hlk103589474]B	PETITION – REQUESTING COUNCIL MODIFY THE INTERSECTION OF BUTTERFIELD STREET AND BOWEN BRIDGE ROAD, HERSTON, TO IMPROVE PEDESTRIAN AND CYCLIST SAFETY
[bookmark: _Hlk95378922]		137/220/594/42
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14.	A petition from residents, requesting Council modify the intersection of Butterfield Street and Bowen Bridge Road, Herston, to improve pedestrian and cyclist safety, was presented to the meeting of Council held on 16 November 2021, by Councillor Matic.

15.	The Manager, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, provided the following information.

16.	A petition containing 221 signatures has been received requesting Council modify the intersection of Butterfield Street and Bowen Bridge Road, Herston, to improve pedestrian and cyclist safety. Of the petitioners, 21 live in Paddington Ward, 180 live in other wards in the City of Brisbane and 20 live outside the City of Brisbane.

[bookmark: _Hlk95379111]17.	Bowen Bridge Road has a speed limit of 60 km/h and is classified as an arterial road in Council’s Brisbane City Plan 2014 (City Plan) road hierarchy. Arterial roads connect major centres of the city and provide an important link in Brisbane’s public transport and freight network. Butterfield Street has a 50 km/h speed limit and is classified as a neighbourhood road in the road hierarchy, providing access to local residential properties. Attachment B (submitted on file) shows a locality map.

18.	Bowen Bridge Road is identified as a secondary cycle route on Council’s City Plan Bicycle network overlay, and Butterfield Street is identified as a local cycle route, recognising the desire for cycling infrastructure along these routes. It is also noted that the primary cycle route connecting north and south in this vicinity, as identified on the City Plan Bicycle network overlay, is the North Brisbane Bikeway. Attachment C shows a map of this primary cycle route highlighted in blue.

[bookmark: _Hlk95378739]19.	The Royal Brisbane and Women’s Hospital (RBWH) is a major destination close to high‑quality public and active transport infrastructure. This includes the North Brisbane Bikeway, which is complemented by a high-quality end-of-trip facility in the RBWH Cycle Centre and the RBWH busway station. Additionally, the proposed Exhibition station, being upgraded as part of the Queensland Government’s Cross River Rail project, will provide heavy rail access to the hospital precinct, with pedestrian access via Bowen Bridge Road. Given this, Council appreciates the high pedestrian, cycling and e‑mobility demand crossing the slip lanes located at this intersection.

20.	Accordingly, this intersection is listed in Council’s 2021-22 Annual Budget for investigation and design of possible pedestrian crossing treatments, such as zebra crossing markings or traffic signals on the slip lanes. The installation of pedestrian crossing treatments depend on the current geometry of the intersection, lighting levels, posted speed limits, emergency and heavy vehicle volumes, drainage, and any network efficiency concerns. These considerations are to ensure design standards and sight distances can be met to provide improved safety.

21.	Furthermore, installation of pedestrian crossing treatments on the slip lanes is dependent on detailed design outcomes and future funding availability, prioritised against other intersection upgrade projects across the city.

22.	There is a high demand for intersection upgrades throughout Brisbane, which is why all requests are prioritised to ensure Council resources are directed to areas most in need and those that offer the greatest benefit, with respect to safety and amenity, to the wider community.

Consultation

23.	Councillor Peter Matic, Councillor for Paddington Ward has been consulted and supports the recommendation.

Customer impact

24.	The submission will respond to the petitioners’ concerns.

25.	The Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed.

26.	RECOMMENDATION:

	THAT THE INFORMATION IN THIS SUBMISSION BE NOTED AND THE DRAFT RESPONSE, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE SENT TO THE HEAD PETITIONER.

Attachment A
Draft Response

Petition Reference: 137/220/594/42

Thank you for your petition requesting Council modify the intersection of Butterfield Street and Bowen Bridge Road, Herston, to improve pedestrian and cyclist safety.

Your request for Council to modify the intersection of Butterfield Street and Bowen Bridge Road to improve pedestrian and cyclist safety has been considered. Bowen Bridge Road is identified as a secondary cycle route on Council’s Brisbane City Plan 2014 (City Plan) Bicycle network overlay and Butterfield Street is identified as a local cycle route, recognising the desire for cycling infrastructure along these routes. It is also noted that the primary cycle route connecting north and south in this vicinity, as identified on the City Plan Bicycle network overlay, is the North Brisbane Bikeway.

The Royal Brisbane and Women’s Hospital (RBWH) is a major destination close to high-quality public and active transport infrastructure. This includes the North Brisbane Bikeway, which is complemented by a high-quality end-of-trip facility in the RBWH Cycle Centre. The RBWH busway station is also located at the hospital, and the proposed Exhibition station being upgraded as part of the Queensland Government’s Cross River Rail project, will provide heavy rail access to the hospital precinct, with pedestrian access via Bowen Bridge Road. Given this, Council appreciates the high pedestrian, cycling and e-mobility demand crossing the slip lanes located at this intersection.

Accordingly, this intersection is listed in Council’s 2021-22 Annual Budget for investigation and design of possible pedestrian crossing treatments, such as zebra crossing markings or traffic signals on the slip lanes. The installation of pedestrian crossing treatments depend on the current geometry of the intersection, lighting levels, posted speed limits, emergency and heavy vehicle volumes, drainage, and any network efficiency concerns. These considerations are to ensure design standards and sight distances can be met to provide improved safety.

Furthermore, installation of pedestrian crossing treatments on the slip lanes is dependent on detailed design outcomes and future funding availability, prioritised against other intersection upgrade projects across the city. There is a high demand for intersection upgrades throughout Brisbane, which is why all requests are prioritised to ensure Council resources are directed to areas most in need and those that offer the greatest benefit, with respect to safety and amenity, to the wider community.

The above information will be forwarded to the other petitioners via email.

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Mr Con Calos, Senior Traffic Network Engineer, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, on (07) 3403 4826.

Thank you for raising this matter.
ADOPTED

[bookmark: _Toc104746944]C	PETITION – REQUESTING COUNCIL ABOLISH RESIDENTIAL PARKING PERMIT FEES
		137/220/594/62
650/2021-22
27.	A petition from residents, requesting Council abolish residential parking permit fees, was received during the Summer Recess 2021-22.

28.	The Manager, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, provided the following information.

[bookmark: _Hlk90476743]29.	A petition containing 18 signatures has been received requesting Council abolish residential parking permit fees. Of the petitioners, 17 live within various suburbs in the City of Brisbane and one lives outside the City of Brisbane.

[bookmark: _Hlk95388022]30.	The petitioners’ request for Council to abolish residential parking permit fees is noted. On‑street parking is a limited resource and in many parts of Brisbane demand significantly exceeds supply. As a result, Council faces the challenge of managing the use of available kerbside parking. Ultimately, this involves balancing the demand for residential on-street parking with other competing demands for parking spaces.

31.	To balance these competing pressures and to ensure that residents have access to on-street parking in high demand areas, Council introduced Regulated Parking Permit Scheme Areas (RPPSA). The parking permit conditions for RPPSAs provide permit customers with an exemption from signed parking restrictions and associated fees, allowing residents to park in parking bays or, in some cases, where a ‘resident permit excepted’ sign is displayed.

32. 	The permit conditions do not exempt drivers from parking lawfully in accordance with all other signed restrictions, including in clearways, loading zones, bus stops or metered parking bays that do not have a ‘resident permit excepted’ sign displayed. Residents with parking permits are currently able to nominate their residential street and two additional streets in reasonable proximity to their address, where they can use their parking permit in accordance with the terms and conditions of use. 

33.	As with the previous paper-based scheme, the administration costs of the current digital scheme are only partially recovered through the relevant fees, with Council funding the remainder of the administration costs. The current permit fees are $15.50 each, and they are capped at $41.50 per household. There is no charge for health and community permits issued to healthcare practitioners, health service providers, or charitable organisations, for the purpose of visiting residents within a Regulated Parking Permit Scheme Area to provide ongoing in-home care. In addition, there is a 50% discount available to eligible pensioners.

34.	As the cost of residential parking permits includes the overall administration of RPPSAs across Brisbane, the petitioners’ request to remove the fees entirely is not supported.

35.	For further information about the current fees, the petitioners are encouraged to visit Council’s website at www.brisbane.qld.gov.au and searching ‘Parking permit fees’.

Consultation

36.	Councillor Andrew Wines, Civic Cabinet Chair for Infrastructure, has been consulted and supports the recommendation.

Customer impact

37.	The submission will respond to the petitioners’ concerns.

38.	The Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed.

39.	RECOMMENDATION:
	
THAT THE INFORMATION IN THIS SUBMISSION BE NOTED AND THE DRAFT RESPONSE, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE SENT TO THE HEAD PETITIONER.

Attachment A
Draft Response

	Petition Reference: 137/220/594/62

Thank you for your petition requesting Council abolish residential parking permit fees.

Your request for Council to abolish residential parking permit fees has been considered. On‑street parking is a limited resource and in many parts of Brisbane demand significantly exceeds supply. As a result, Council faces the challenge of managing the use of available kerbside parking. Ultimately, this involves balancing the demand for residential on-street parking with other competing demands for parking spaces.

To balance these competing pressures and to ensure that residents have access to on-street parking in high demand areas, Council introduced Regulated Parking Permit Scheme Areas (RPPSA). The parking permit conditions for RPPSAs provide permit customers with an exemption from signed parking restrictions and associated fees, allowing residents to park in parking bays or, in some cases, where a ‘resident permit excepted’ sign is displayed.

The permit conditions do not exempt drivers from parking lawfully in accordance with all other signed restrictions, including in clearways, loading zones, bus stops or metered parking bays that do not have a ‘resident permit excepted’ sign displayed. Residents with parking permits are currently able to nominate their residential street and two additional streets in reasonable proximity to their address, where they can use their parking permit in accordance with the terms and conditions of use. 

As with the previous paper-based scheme, the administration costs of the current digital scheme are only partially recovered through the relevant fees, with Council funding the remainder of the administration costs. The current permit fees are $15.50 each, and they are capped at $41.50 per household. There is no charge for health and community permits issued to healthcare practitioners, health service providers, or charitable organisations, for the purpose of visiting residents within a Regulated Parking Permit Scheme Area to provide ongoing in-home care. In addition, there is a 50% discount available to eligible pensioners.

As the cost of residential parking permits includes the overall administration of RPPSAs across Brisbane, the petitioners’ request to remove the fees entirely is not supported.

For further information about the current fees, the petitioners are encouraged to visit Council’s website at www.brisbane.qld.gov.au and searching ‘Parking permit fees’.

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Mr David Millward, Senior Policy Officer, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, on (07) 3403 4347.

Thank you for raising this matter.
ADOPTED

[bookmark: _Toc104746945][bookmark: _Hlk103680036]D	PETITION – REQUESTING COUNCIL INSTALL A BARRIER ALONG THE FOOTPATH AT 395 MILTON ROAD, AUCHENFLOWER, ADJACENT TO THE LITTLE LOCALS EARLY LEARNING CENTRE
		CA21/753840
651/2021-22
40.	A petition from residents, requesting Council install a barrier along the footpath at 395 Milton road, Auchenflower, adjacent to the little locals early learning centre, was received during the Winter Recess 2021.

41.	The Manager, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, provided the following information.

42.	A petition containing 43 signatures has been received requesting Council install a barrier along the footpath at 395 Milton Road, Auchenflower, adjacent to the Little Locals Early Learning Centre. Of the petitioners, 41 live within various suburbs in the City of Brisbane and two live outside the City of Brisbane. 

43.	Milton Road has a speed limit of 60 km/h and is classified as an arterial road in Council’s Brisbane City Plan 2014 road hierarchy. Arterial roads connect major centres of the city and provide an important link in Brisbane’s public transport and freight network. Attachment B (submitted on file) shows a locality map. 

44.	The petitioners’ request for a barrier along the footpath at 395 Milton Road is noted. The installation of barriers is not always a suitable device for use in all situations, such as on this section of Milton Road, as they are designed to deflect a glancing blow rather than sustain a head on impact. As barriers are designed to deform on impact, a barrier may not protect properties or pedestrians on the footpath and may increase the severity of the crash in terms of the effect on both vehicle and occupants. The exposed barrier ends could be a spear hazard and would constitute a significant safety hazard. For these reasons, the installation of a barrier at this location is unable to be supported.

45.	Fencing is able to be installed within the private property boundary as required. The petitioners are encouraged to speak with the Little Locals Early Learning Centre about private fencing options.

Consultation

46.	Councillor Peter Matic, Councillor for Paddington Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation.

Customer impact

47.	The submission will respond to the petitioners’ concerns.

48.	The Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed.

49.	RECOMMENDATION:

	THAT THE INFORMATION IN THIS SUBMISSION BE NOTED AND THE DRAFT RESPONSE, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE SENT TO THE HEAD PETITIONER.

Attachment A
Draft Response

	Petition Reference: CA21/753840

Thank you for your petition requesting Council install a barrier along the footpath at 395 Milton Road, Auchenflower, adjacent to the Little Locals Early Learning Centre.

The installation of barriers is not always a suitable device for use in all situations, such as on this section of Milton Road, as they are designed to deflect a glancing blow rather than sustain a head on impact. As barriers are designed to deform on impact, a barrier may not protect properties or pedestrians on the footpath and may increase the severity of the crash in terms of the effect on both vehicle and occupants. The exposed barrier ends could be a spear hazard and would constitute a significant safety hazard. For these reasons, the installation of a barrier at this location is unable to be supported.

Fencing is able to be installed within the private property boundary as required. You are encouraged to speak with the Little Locals Early Learning Centre about private fencing options.

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Ms Maheshi De Silva, A/Senior Network Officer, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, on (07) 3178 8841.

Thank you for raising this matter.
ADOPTED

Chair:	Councillor ALLAN, the City Planning and Suburban Renewal Committee report please.


[bookmark: _Toc104746946]CITY PLANNING AND SUBURBAN RENEWAL COMMITTEE

Councillor Adam ALLAN, Civic Cabinet Chair of the City Planning and Suburban Renewal Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Fiona HAMMOND, that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 17 May 2022, be adopted.

Councillor ALLAN:	Thank you, Mr Chair. In Committee last week we received a presentation on Botanica, which is a really great open-air art exhibition that we run each year in the city. I did touch upon it in Question Time last week, so I’ll keep it brief this afternoon. But it’s certainly one of our more popular cultural events, it’s in its fourth iteration this year. We had a year where we missed it out due to COVID‑19, but in the event last year we got 70,000 people through the exhibition. I suspect the rain will perhaps diminish the numbers this year, but nonetheless it is a terrific event.
	I had an opportunity to go down and have a look at it last Thursday night, a number of members of this Chamber came down and had a look. It is a really unique event. It’s kicked off on 20 May 2022, it runs through to 29 May 2022, so hopefully we’ll get some dry days towards the end of the week. It is open from 5pm until 10pm in the evening. It’s in the Botanic Gardens, so it’s a great canvas for this type of art. It is a free event so if people get an opportunity to pop down, they should. It also has an element which we call Botanica Live Nights, where we have music, food trucks, there’s a bar there, there’s activities, so it’s certainly more than just an art show.
	The program has been put together in collaboration with the Museum of Brisbane and so thank you very much to them for their input. They’ve done a terrific job with this particular exhibition. The event is really terrific because a lot of the art is designed to be viewed at night and a couple of the artworks are really extraordinary and eye‑catching so as I said, if you get a chance to pop down and have a look, do so. There will be information available on the website in due course showing those artworks, but it’s nothing like actually going down there and having a look at them.
	Certainly the feedback I got from people who were out there and experiencing the show, they thought that it was something that was worthwhile visiting, it’s something that showcases the outstanding artists that we have in the city. They’ve had a tough time over the last couple of years and this was a real opportunity for them to showcase their skills and I’ll leave further debate to the Chamber.
Chair:	Thank you.
	Any further speakers? No further speakers? 
Thank you, I now move to the vote on this report.

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of the report of the City Planning and Suburban Renewal Committee was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows

ATTENDANCE:

Councillor Adam Allan (Civic Cabinet Chair), Councillor Fiona Hammond (Deputy Chair), and Councillors Lisa Atwood, Kara Cook, Peter Matic and Charles Strunk. 
[bookmark: _Toc104746947]A	COMMITTEE PRESENTATION – BOTANICA
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1.	The Manager, City Planning and Economic Development, City Planning and Sustainability, attended the meeting to provide an update on the Botanica Art Festival (the Festival). He provided the information below.

2.	Botanica is a free, 10-day public art festival co-ordinated by Council and held in the City Botanic Gardens. The Festival began in 2018 as part of the cultural program for the Gold Coast Commonwealth Games and has since become an annual event popular with locals and visitors to the City. The Festival transforms the iconic City Botanic Gardens into an accessible, free outdoor gallery that allows visitors to actively engage with the artwork through unique sensory experiences.

3.	Visitor numbers show the Festival continues to grow in popularity each year, with 75,000 people attending in 2021, increasing from 40,000 in 2018. In 2021, the Festival transitioned to become a nighttime event to better showcase light-up artworks. The social programming was also extended to include public performances and participation in art trails and workshops. Visitors were also able to enjoy a variety of food and beverage options, including food trucks and the Botanica Bar.

4. 	In 2022, the Festival will run from 20 to 29 May. There will be nine artwork installations and two participatory projects, which will run from 5pm to 10pm each night. 

5.	The Committee was provided with an overview of the 2022 Festival artworks and will feature works from artists across Australia, including: 
	-	Leila Honari (Brisbane), Fash-e-Parandeh (Flying Carpet)
	-	Julie Monro-Allison (New South Wales), Patterns of space, points of life 
	-	Tim Gruchy (South Australia/Queensland), Nature Vitibus (Nature Forces)
	-	Kristina Knox, Maryam Shafiei, Shaden Aldakheel (Brisbane), Urban Totems
	-	Archie Moore, Paul Bai, Erika Scott (Brisbane), Under The Same Sky (No.2)
	-	Queensland Spinners, Weavers and Fibre Artists (Brisbane), Neon Night Garden
	-	James Voller & Joel Zika (Victoria), Musa
	-	Tyler Krelle, Kirralee Parker, Keria Shane (Brisbane), Forecast
	-	Sam Cranstoun (Brisbane), A Simple Story.

6.	The Committee was shown an overview of the Public Events Program for the 2022. The program includes a Scribble Slam, a partnership between the Council and the Brisbane Street Art Festival (BSAF), which invites leading street artists to create an artwork in front of a live audience that responds to the themes of the Festival, and the Nightly Tours, which provides visitors with the opportunity to meet some of the 2022 Botanica artists. 

7.	In response to Council’s Brisbane City Centre Master Plan 2032 - Stage 1, the 2022 Festival will include artwork displays in King George Square and Queen Street Mall’s large urban screens for the first time. The artworks will also be displayed on ‘human video billboards’, who will roam between the City Botanic Gardens and Queen Street Mall across five nights of the Festival. This initiative aims to move Botanica to other areas of the city to allow more people to experience the Festival.

8.	The Festival will also feature ‘Layers of the Garden’, which will be the first legacy project generated through Botanica. The project was created by Iscariot Media, a Brisbane-based Indigenous-owned and led company, in partnership with Natural Environment, Water and Sustainability. Layers of the Garden will bring Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander perspectives of the City Botanic Gardens to the foreground, through creative interpretation of the site across real and speculative histories, events and viewpoints. The project aims to connect audiences to different perspectives of the City Botanic Gardens through a hybrid digital and physical experience. Once the Festival has concluded, Layers of the Garden will provide a unique digital tool for the City Botanic Gardens volunteer tour guides to use throughout the year. 

9.	Following a number of questions from the Committee, the Civic Cabinet Chair thanked the Manager for his informative presentation.

10.	RECOMMENDATION:

	THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.
ADOPTED

Chair:	Councillor DAVIS, Environment, Parks and Sustainability Committee report please.


[bookmark: _Toc104746948]ENVIRONMENT, PARKS AND SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE

Councillor Tracy DAVIS, Civic Cabinet Chair of the Environment, Parks and Sustainability Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor James MACKAY, that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 17 May 2022, be adopted.

Councillor DAVIS:	Thank you, Mr Chair. The Committee presentation last week was on the completed Wally Tate Park project, which has significantly improved the outdoor sports and recreation opportunities for people in that local area. The park now features a new amenities block, new footpaths, a barbecue, picnic shelters and a new car park.
	There were also realignments made to the existing dog off-leash area, as well as improvements for the Queensland Lure Coursing Association. For those who don’t know what lure coursing is and I didn’t until recently, that’s where dogs chase an artificial lure, similar to a plastic bag, across the field, following in a pattern to simulate an escaping game. So I’m sure the pups will have a great deal of fun in the park.
At that time, 5.13pm, the Deputy Chair, Councillor Peter MATIC, assumed the Chair. 
Councillor DAVIS:	But of course, the major feature of the Wally Tate Park upgrade was the improvement to the cricket facilities and I was pleased to join Councillor MARX for the official opening with the Kuraby Knights Cricket Club, who were very excited to have a new junior cricket field. They’ve got four new practice nets, as well as upgrades to the existing senior cricket field, to include new wickets, turf, irrigation and lighting.
	Item B was a petition requesting that Council stop removing mountain bike jumps and to build additional medium-sized bike jumps in Brighton. Mr Chair, it is a petition with four signatures. The petitioners had raised concerns about the removal of unauthorised bike jumps that had been constructed in the Brighton Wetlands. The jumps were removed due to their impact to the natural environment and to protect the reserve’s conservation purposes and the Committee supported that recommendation.
	Item C was a petition requesting Council rename the park at the corner of Tathra Street and Webster Street, Stafford, known as Father Jack Madden Place. The Committee supported the recommendation that should the petitioners wish to submit an alternative name, Council will consider renaming the park in accordance with Council’s naming parks facilities and tracks procedure and I leave further debate to the Chamber.
Deputy Chair:	Thank you, Councillor. 
Any debate? No debate.

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of the report of the Environment, Parks and Sustainability Committee was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows

ATTENDANCE:

Councillor Tracy Davis (Civic Cabinet Chair), Councillor James Mackay (Deputy Chair), and Councillors Jared Cassidy, Steve Griffiths, Sandy Landers and David McLachlan.
[bookmark: _Toc104746949]A	COMMITTEE PRESENTATION – WALLY TATE PARK
		653/2021-22
[bookmark: _Hlk103329722]1.	The A/Manager, Water, Energy and Environmental Systems, Natural Environment, Water and Sustainability, City Planning and Sustainability, attended the meeting to provide an update on Wally Tate Park. She provided the information below.

2.	District Sports Parks (DSPs) support the Brisbane Vision 2031 themes ‘Our active, healthy city’, ‘Our clean, green city’ and ‘Our well-designed, subtropical city. The provision of DSPs also helps deliver on priority actions under Brisbane. Clean, Green, Sustainable 2017-2031. The list of new parks and significant upgrades planned across the city are identified in Brisbane’s Local Government Infrastructure Plan (LGIP) for 2016-2026.

3.	The Committee was shown images of three recently completed DSPs – Moggill DSP, Bill McFarlane Park in Wakerley and Bill Brown Sports Reserve in Fitzgibbon.

4.	Wally Tate Park is located within the suburbs of Kuraby, Runcorn and Eight Mile Plains. The southern precinct was the focus of the recent upgrade project (the project), which was completed in February 2022. The project was identified in LGIP for the establishment of additional district sporting infrastructure. An analysis of sporting needs recommended provision of an additional cricket field to adjoin the existing senior field and to upgrade facilities to support night use. 

[bookmark: _Hlk103598433]5.	The original draft concept plan of the project was released in August 2018. Community feedback resulted in a design layout change, in consideration of the breeding location for the migratory Rainbow Bee-eater. An updated concept plan was released in July 2019, which included a relocation of the carpark.

6.	The Committee was shown the final concept plan of the project, which was released in July 2020 following detailed design and the preparation of a development application. The upgraded DSP infrastructure included:
-	an upgraded senior cricket field including irrigation and lighting, meeting Cricket Australia standards
-	a new shared use sports field with irrigation and lighting for junior cricket and lure coursing, meeting Cricket Australia standards
-	a new club house building with solar panels, two change rooms, a kitchen and canteen servery, umpire room, storeroom and a shaded viewing panel
-	new public toilets
-	four new cricket practice nets with lighting
-	a new carpark and widened access road
-	a new shared bicycle and pedestrian footpath
-	a maintenance storage shed and irrigation tanks
-	a marshalling and storage area for the Queensland Lure Coursing Association
-	realignments made to the existing dog off-leash area.

7.	During construction, Queensland Rail removed stockpiles of old rail materials from a former train turnaround area that sits directly between the front and back of the park. This has allowed for improved sightlines, resulting in a more open feeling to the park.

8.	The Committee was shown images and drone footage of the completed works.

9.	Following a number of questions from the Committee, the Civic Cabinet Chair thanked the A/Manager for her informative presentation.

10.	RECOMMENDATION:

	THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.
ADOPTED

[bookmark: _Toc104746950]B	PETITION – REQUESTING COUNCIL STOP REMOVING MOUNTAIN BIKE JUMPS AND TO BUILD ADDITIONAL MEDIUM-SIZED BIKE JUMPS IN BRIGHTON 
		137/220/594/60
654/2021-22
[bookmark: _Hlk103330400]11.	A petition from residents, requesting Council stop removing mountain bike jumps and to build additional medium-sized bike jumps in Brighton, was received during the Summer Recess 2021‑22.

12.	The petition contains four signatures.

13.	The Divisional Manager, City Planning and Sustainability, provided the following information.

14.	There is a growing demand for off-road cycling facilities in parks and natural areas across Brisbane and South-East Queensland. In December 2021, Council released the Brisbane Off‑Road Cycling Strategy (the strategy) to plan for off‑road cycling opportunities and facilities within parks and natural areas. The strategy proposes a variety of safe, recreational off-road cycling opportunities to meet the needs of a rapidly growing off-road cycling community and offer better protection for bushland reserves and parks. This includes opportunities for new pump tracks and bike jumps and other facilities that will cater to children, adults, families and people of varying abilities and skill levels. 

15.	Council undertook comprehensive community engagement on the strategy. This information was used to identify locations for off-road cycling infrastructure in parks and natural areas. Potential locations for a new skills track, dirt jumps or pump tracks in Brisbane’s northern suburbs identified in the strategy include 7th Brigade Park, Chermside; Coolabah Crescent Park, Bridgeman Downs; Webster Road Park, Stafford Heights; Albert Bishop Park, Nundah; and Bill Brown Sports Reserve, Fitzgibbon.

16.	In addition to the establishment of a variety of new and improved off-road cycling opportunities across Brisbane, the strategy also proposes to implement a variety of projects that will support safe and sustainable off-road cycling in Brisbane. This includes the establishment of a trail care program to enable the community to contribute to the management of off-road cycling infrastructure.

17.	The petitioners’ concerns about the removal of bike jumps in the Brighton area are noted. The bike jumps that were constructed in Brighton Wetlands were constructed without Council permission and therefore are unauthorised. As part of routine maintenance inspections within the Brighton Wetlands and due to customer complaints, Council removed the unauthorised bike jumps and bike trails. Brighton Wetlands, consisting of Pimelea Reserve, Dianella Reserve and Goodenia Reserve was purchased for nature conservation purposes and therefore has a main use as environmental parkland. 

18.	Unauthorised trails and jumps, such as those in Brighton Wetlands, are detrimental to the natural environment and are typically not built to appropriate standards, which can make them dangerous to people that use them. The construction of unauthorised trails and jumps may also breach local laws. Council does not condone the construction of unauthorised trails and jumps and will continue to remove them and rehabilitate any impacted areas. 

19.	Council currently provides more than 20 parks across Brisbane which offer BMX facilities, including several that offer built-up dirt hills and various types of jumps. One of the largest tracks of its kind in Australia is the Bracken Ridge BMX facility, which is within the 4017 area, and includes freestyle jumps for recreational riding.

Consultation

[bookmark: _Hlk93909570]20.	Councillor Jared Cassidy, Councillor for Deagon Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation.

Customer impact

21.	The submission will respond to the petitioners’ concerns. 

[bookmark: _Hlk21938734]22.	The Divisional Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed.

23.	RECOMMENDATION:

	THAT THE DRAFT RESPONSE AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE SENT TO THE HEAD PETITIONER.

Attachment A
Draft Response

	Petition Reference: 137/220/594/60

Thank you for your petition requesting Council stop removing mountain bike jumps and to build additional medium-sized bike jumps in Brighton.

Council acknowledges that there is a growing demand for off-road cycling facilities in parks and natural areas across Brisbane and South East Queensland. In December 2021, Council released the Brisbane Off‑Road Cycling Strategy (the strategy) to plan for off‑road cycling opportunities and facilities within parks and natural areas. The strategy proposes a variety of safe, recreational off-road cycling opportunities to meet the needs of a rapidly growing off-road cycling community and offer better protection for bushland reserves and parks. This includes opportunities for new pump tracks and bike jumps and other facilities that will cater to children, adults, families and people of varying abilities and skill levels. A copy of the strategy is available on Council’s webpage by visiting www.brisbane.qld.gov.au and searching ‘Brisbane Off-Road Cycling Strategy’.

Council undertook comprehensive community engagement on the strategy. This information was used to identify locations for off-road cycling infrastructure in parks and natural areas. Potential locations for a new skills track, dirt jumps or pump tracks in Brisbane’s northern suburbs identified in the strategy include 7th Brigade Park, Chermside; Coolabah Crescent Park, Bridgeman Downs; Webster Road Park, Stafford Heights; Albert Bishop Park, Nundah; and Bill Brown Sports Reserve, Fitzgibbon.

In addition to the establishment of a variety of new and improved off-road cycling opportunities across Brisbane, the strategy also proposes to implement a variety of projects that will support safe and sustainable off-road cycling in Brisbane. This includes the establishment of a trail care program to enable the community to contribute to the management of off-road cycling infrastructure.

Your concerns about the removal of bike jumps in the Brighton area are noted. The bike jumps that were constructed in Brighton Wetlands were constructed without Council permission and therefore are unauthorised. As part of routine maintenance inspections within the Brighton Wetlands and due to customer complaints, Council removed the unauthorised bike jumps and bike trails. Brighton Wetlands, consisting of Pimelea Reserve, Dianella Reserve and Goodenia Reserve, was purchased for nature conservation purposes and therefore has a main use as environmental parkland. 

Unauthorised trails and jumps, such as those in Brighton Wetlands, are detrimental to the natural environment and are typically not built to appropriate standards, which can make them dangerous to people that use them. The construction of unauthorised trails and jumps may also breach local laws. Council does not condone the construction of unauthorised trails and jumps and will continue to remove them and rehabilitate any impacted areas. 

Council currently provides more than 20 parks across Brisbane which offer BMX facilities, including several that offer built-up dirt hills and various types of jumps. One of the largest tracks of its kind in Australia is the Bracken Ridge BMX facility, which is free to use and includes freestyle jumps for recreational riding. 

The above information will be forwarded to the other petitioners via email.

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Ms Susan Dymock, Senior Program Officer Bushland Acquisition, Biodiversity and Conservation Planning, Parks and Natural Resources, Natural Environment, Water and Sustainability, City Planning and Sustainability, on (07) 3403 9149.

Thank you for raising this matter.
ADOPTED

[bookmark: _Toc104746951]C	PETITION – REQUESTING COUNCIL RENAME THE PARK AT THE CORNER OF TATHRA STREET AND WEBSTER STREET, STAFFORD, KNOWN AS ‘FATHER JACK MADDEN PLACE PARK’
		137/220/594/30
655/2021-22
24.	A petition from residents, requesting Council rename the park at the corner of Tathra Street and Webster Street, Stafford, known as ‘Father Jack Madden Place Park’, was received during the Spring Recess 2021.

25.	The petition contains 73 signatures.

26.	The Executive Manager, City Standards, provided the following information.

27.	Council records indicate the naming of this park to ‘Father Jack Madden Park Place’ was approved by Council in 1998. Information for the park naming was provided by the Rector of St Clements Anglican Church, Stafford. Attachment B shows location of ‘Father Jack Madden Park’ in Stafford.

[bookmark: _Hlk102661361]28.	Council’s OS03 Naming Parks, Facilities or Tracks Procedure recognises the value of naming parks and prominent facilities or tracks within public open space. Naming of such facilities can:
· engender a feeling of local community ownership
· celebrate historic, social and cultural connections with facilities and open spaces
· recognise natural features that contribute to the enjoyment of our spaces
· assist visitors and emergency services to orientate themselves and locate specific facilities within larger parks. 

29.	Council wishes to advise the petitioners that should they wish to submit an alternative park name, Council will consider an alternative name in accordance with Council’s OS03 Naming Parks, Facilities or Tracks Procedure.

Consultation

30.	Councillor Fiona Hammond, Councillor for Marchant Ward has been consulted and supports the recommendation.

Customer impact

31.	The submission will respond to the petitioners’ concerns. 

32.	The Executive Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed.

33.	RECOMMENDATION:

	THAT THE DRAFT RESPONSE AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE SENT TO THE HEAD PETITIONER.

Attachment A
Draft Response

Petition Reference: 137/220/594/30

Thank you for your petition requesting Council rename the park at the corner of Tathra Street and Webster Road, Stafford, known as ‘Father Jack Madden Place Park’.

Council records indicate the naming of this park to ‘Father Jack Madden Park Place’ was approved by Council in 1998. Information for the park naming was provided by the Rector of St Clements Anglican Church, Stafford.

Council’s OS03 Naming Parks, Facilities or Tracks Procedure recognises the value of naming parks and prominent facilities or tracks within public open space. Naming of such facilities can:
· engender a feeling of local community ownership
· celebrate historic, social and cultural connections with facilities and open spaces
· recognises natural features that contribute to the enjoyment of our spaces
· assist visitors and emergency services to orientate themselves and locate specific facilities within larger parks. 

Council wishes to advise the petitioners that should they wish to submit an alternative park name, Council will consider an alternative name in accordance with Council’s OS03 Naming Parks, Facilities or Tracks Procedure.

Please let the other petitioners know of this information. 

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Mr Ted Krosman, Regional Coordinator Parks, North Region, Program Planning and Integration, City Standards, Brisbane Infrastructure, on (07) 3407 0845.

Thank you for raising this matter.
ADOPTED

Deputy Chair:	Next report, City Standards.
Councillor TOOMEY, City Standards Committee.


[bookmark: _Toc104746952]CITY STANDARDS COMMITTEE

Councillor Steven TOOMEY, A/Civic Cabinet Chair of the City Standards Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Sarah HUTTON, that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 17 May 2022, be adopted.

Deputy Chair:	Councillor TOOMEY
Councillor TOOMEY:	Thank you, Deputy Chair. Tuesday’s Committee meeting presentation was one around Council’s preparedness for bushfire and the planning that goes into it. I want to start off by thanking the Committee members for what was probably, for me anyway and those that were present, one of the most excellent presentations I’ve seen around bushfire preparedness. The amount of work that Council officers, in conjunction with Queensland Fire and Emergency Service (QFES), do in preparing a lot of our bush area, Deputy Chair, for the bushfire season is truly outstanding. We are talking about months and months and months of work going into preparation for a burn.
	Just to give you some idea of the stats that are around, Council actually maintains over 10,600 hectares of bushfire prone area and that area is broken up into 755 lots. Council manages the fire risk along 528 kilometres of fire tracks through the city and maintains water points along the way, so that our fire trucks that are using those tracks in an event can actually replenish their trucks with water to put fires out, rather than heading back to a main supply. There are a number of methods that Council use in reducing fire risk across the city. One is obviously mechanical, where the brush is removed. There’s also a chemical method, where a growth retardant is used on vegetation to slow down that growth.
	Mr Chairman, as I touched on before, QFES play a big part in our assistance and QFES maintain a website that actually notifies the community of where bushfires are. Not only ones that are being conducted by Brisbane City Council, but also other agencies across Brisbane, that include parks and wildlife and also in my area around the Enoggera base, the Defence as well.
	Interestingly enough, Council used to be issued with a permit to burn and that was one permit a year. QFES moved away from that method, so now a permit is required for every burn. This gives our community the resolution to know when a fire is planned and for those who are in a way compromised by the smoke that is created by a fire burn or a burn off, they can take remedial action to put themselves into a safe place.
	Mr Chair, I do want to thank the officers. As I said earlier, the work that goes into our planned burns is underrated and I don’t believe the community realise that it’s not just a simple case of actually walking into the bushland and lighting it up. The amount of work that goes into this, into the burns, is phenomenal, including protecting significant trees, where they rake the vegetation away from the tree, to fauna spotters that identify trees that are providing habitat to our native animals. There is a huge amount of work and I really do want to pass on my thanks to those Council officers that undertake this work.
	I know when I used to have sections of my ward, that have moved into Pullenvale now, there was a lot of work in this space and I did see the work that the officers do in that space. I was truly impressed and overwhelmed by the amount of preparedness that they put into a burn. I do want to add though that the relationship between our community, those along the Mt Coot-tha area in my part of the ward and the relationship with Council officers, is quite close. They work together to ensure that people and property are safe and that when a burn is lit, there’s obviously plenty of communication that goes on between our officers and our residents, to make sure that everyone is in a safe position once they do light up for a burn.
	Mr Deputy Chair, I just want to also touch on the recent weather impacts. As the Chamber would know, we’ve had a significant amount of rain over the past week. This has obviously dampened the ground in many of our greenspaces and I just want to inform the Chamber that this has pushed the mowing schedule back slightly.
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor TOOMEY:	Sometimes I do have to state the obvious, Councillor JOHNSTON, because seriously, people on that side of the Chamber just don’t listen, just do not listen. So I just want to thank the Councillors for their patience and residents for their patience as well and once the ground dries out and presents no danger to the contractors and the mower operators, we will actually get in and complete that cut as soon as possible. Thank you, Mr Deputy Chair.
Deputy Chair:	Thank you, Councillor TOOMEY.
	Is there any debate? 
Councillor JOHNSTON.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Yes, thank you. I rise to speak on item A, bushfire planning and preparedness, which is item A. I just want to preface my comments by saying that I am really pleased that there is a good bushfire strategy for the city and I note—and also thank the officers who are involved in this planning. But I do want to do a little compare and contrast with respect to how Council’s bushfire planning and preparedness is undertaken and how Council’s flood management preparedness and planning is undertaken. In the report before us today, the first thing to note is that apparently Council has a bushfire management policy. I’d like to know if there is a flood management policy, I don’t believe there is.
	So whilst this Council invests a huge amount of time, money, effort, disaster planning scenarios, disaster preparedness, has a plan for bushfires, there is no similar plan for flood preparedness in this city. If there is, Councillor TOOMEY can hop up and correct me at the end, because I don’t believe there is one. It is astonishing to me that this Council puts this much effort into managing bushfires and I can’t remember the last time there was a bushfire within Brisbane City Council. I’m not aware of there being one, a big bushfire that burnt down people’s houses in Brisbane, in the 14 years that I’ve been here.
	In the 14 years that I’ve been here, there have been at least three major floods that have impacted residents in my ward. Since 1974 there’s been about half a dozen major floods that have impacted on homes in Brisbane. So the first thing I note is that while this Council has a bushfire management policy, it does not have one for floods. Perhaps this is a good starting point for Council. It is very clear that the de Jersey report recommended that more is done with respect to flood management planning and it has not been done over the past 11 years and it needs to be done. If this is a blueprint that works and is used by Council officers to prepare, it’s a good place to start.
	I note with interest that Council has undertaken fire risk assessment over 528 kilometres of fire access tracks. Now Oxley Creek is 70 kilometres long, Brisbane River through Brisbane, I’m not sure how far it is out to Councillor ADERMANN’s area but he might know. But the area of river and creeks that we service in Brisbane would be a pretty similar length to that when you count Breakfast Creek and all the other creeks. I’m really interested in the equivalent amount of effort that Council puts into managing the creeks and the river flood risk, because certainly those issues were criticised very heavily in the de Jersey review as not being addressed in any significant way.
	He recommended numerous improvements to the way in which Council collects information about flooding, how it reports on flooding. He certainly recommended that infrastructure is improved, the resilience of infrastructure is improved. He recommended disaster training, disaster scenario planning, all of these things in the de Jersey review to improve in the area of flood preparedness and planning. It is something that Council does for bushfires, but there aren’t any bushfires in Brisbane. There are floods. There have been three major floods in the time that I’ve been the Councillor for Tennyson and twice a year it floods in localised areas in my ward and in Councillor GRIFFITHS’ as well.
	I also note that Councillor TOOMEY talked about the importance of communication and how Council and the residents worked together to make sure that people and property were safe. I can tell you now that this Council does not do that when it comes to flooding in our area. Even though there are some telemetry gauges along Oxley Creek, this Council did not warn residents that Oxley Creek was going to flood. It’s interesting, the de Jersey review was pretty clear that Council knew on Saturday that the river was going to flood, that there was flooding in Brisbane and yet the alerts did not go out until Sunday night, when it was too late.
	It had been flooding since Saturday morning in my ward through people’s houses. So I note that somehow Council with respect to bushfire management policy can communicate clearly with residents to manage bushfire risk. So again I say that perhaps this is the starting point for improving our flood management, to make sure that we clearly communicate with residents who live along Oxley Creek, the Brisbane River and the other major tributaries of the Brisbane River to help them manage the flood risk, because it has not been happening.
	I also note Council has numerous resources, including a number of dedicated officers and vehicles and lots of other things that they use for flood recovery. We had one parks officer trying to shut all the roads, who couldn’t get from one side of my ward to other to actually shut the roads. There is not enough of these resources going into flood management, yet there seemed to be plenty of that available when it comes to bushfire management and preparedness. Again that points the way that we should be looking to improve preparedness when it comes to floods. For example, we have an emergency access point in Oxley. I asked for it to be opened—
Deputy Chair:	Councillor JOHNSTON, I’m sorry, I just need to take you back to the report for one second. I can appreciate that there are elements of reference to the early warning service in regards to flood warnings and I’ve given you a fair amount of leeway to talk more generally. But I’d ask you if you could please come back specifically to fire and if you wish to discuss the early warning system for flood warnings, you can.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	I’m definitely not talking about the early warning system here. I appreciate what you’re saying, I am doing a compare and contrast here and I am talking about the importance of learning from this policy and applying it into other areas of policy. I would think, Mr Deputy Chairman, that that might be useful in your ward as well. But what I would like to see are the same levels of resources that are being applied into our bushfire preparedness and planning being applied into Council’s flood management planning and preparedness. Opening up emergency access gates so that people can get out of islanded areas is a critically important way of doing that.
	So I’ll leave it there, but I again where I started, say I thank the officers who are doing a good job with bushfire policy. I note that there is a good plan in place. I note that there are dedicated resources. I note that there are ongoing planning, risk management activities, there are practical, on the ground activities that happen. These are not being replicated when it comes to flood management. It is absolutely something that Council should be doing.
	That is an issue that is recommended in the de Jersey report that we got a few weeks ago. So I will just say that I hope we can learn the lessons of this. Certainly if we can maintain 528 kilometres of fire track, we should also be maintaining the same distance when it comes to our rivers and our creeks around the city, to make sure that they are ready, that they are prepared and the residents who live along them are warned and better communicated with when there is a risk of flooding happening in those areas.
Deputy Chair:	Is there any other debate?
	Councillor TOOMEY, reply?
Councillor TOOMEY:	Thank you, Mr Chair, Deputy Chair and I thank Councillor JOHNSTON for her comments and her gratitude towards Council officers for the work that they do in bushfire preparedness. It is worth noting that for Committee presentation last week, Councillor JOHNSTON was not in attendance and that, I believe, is probably the reason why she veered off on her comments towards flooding. There was no flooding in the presentation at all.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Point of order.
Deputy Chair:	Point of order, Councillor.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	I claim to be misrepresented.
Councillor TOOMEY:	I don’t know how you can be misrepresented. We handed an apology down for Councillor JOHNSTON in the Committee presentation—Committee meeting, Mr Deputy Chair. But moving on, with respect to the comments made by the Councillor for Tennyson, this is maintenance. This is what Council does as part of its maintenance program of its bushland area. One thing I did not mention is that that ongoing maintenance also helps the biodiversity of our bushland area. There are certain species of vegetation, of fauna, that require smoke and fire to seed and propagate. That is part of what we are doing.
	The LORD MAYOR has made a commitment to make Brisbane clean, green and sustainable. This is part of that commitment. I do note that Councillor JOHNSTON would like, or mentioned that she would like the creeks maintained as well as our bushland tracks and our fire tracks. There’s over 5,000 kilometres of creek shoreline across our city, 5,000 kilometres. That’s basically from Brisbane to Perth, that’s a lot and we do do our maintenance on there. We fund and help Habitat Brisbane to look after those areas.
	This is part of our program, our ongoing program and I know I’m speaking outside my program brief now, this is part of our program to keep our city clean, green and sustainable. So I do want to—I’m more than happy to point Councillor JOHNSTON in the right direction with regard to disaster management and flood preparedness, keeping in mind that it’s not something that happens every day. Whereas the risk of fire, especially around areas such as in Councillor ADERMANN’s ward, in my ward, to some extent, Councillor WINES’ ward is important and I’ll leave it at that. Thank you, Mr Deputy Chair.
Deputy Chair:	Thank you, Councillor TOOMEY. 
Councillor JOHNSTON, you claim to be misrepresented?
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Yes, thank you. Councillor TOOMEY said that he believed the reason I said—I talked about flood management in my speech was that I was absent from the meeting last week. As I clearly stated in my speech here today, it’s because I want Council to learn and apply the same resources for bushfire management to flood management.
Deputy Chair:	Thank you, Councillor JOHNSTON.
	I’ll now put the report.

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of the report of the City Standards Committee was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows

ATTENDANCE:

Councillor Steven Toomey (A/Civic Cabinet Chair), and Councillors Greg Adermann, Peter Cumming and Sarah Hutton.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE:

Councillors Kim Marx (Civic Cabinet Chair) and Nicole Johnston.
[bookmark: _Toc104746953]A	COMMITTEE PRESENTATION – BUSHFIRE PLANNING AND PREPAREDNESS
656/2021-22
1.	The A/Program and Planning Manager Greenspace, Program Planning and Integration, City Standards, Brisbane Infrastructure, attended the meeting to provide an update on bushfire planning and preparedness. He provided the information below.

2.	In accordance with the Queensland Government’s Fire and Emergency Services Act 1990, Council requires a ‘Permit to Light Fire’ before conducting any planned burns within Brisbane. There are conditions set on the permit that must be complied with. The Committee was shown an example of a Permit to Light Fire. 

[bookmark: _Hlk103775778]3.	Council’s Bushfire Management Policy priorities life, property and the environment. Council has more than 10,600 hectares of bushfire-prone, Council-controlled land, which is split into 755 management units (fire blocks). Between 2011 and 2021, Council responded to 246 bushfires covering 922 hectares, and works in collaboration with Queensland Fire and Emergency Service (QFES) and neighbouring agencies, such as Seqwater. 

4.	QFES manages emergency bushfire warnings through the use of a number of communication channels. This is similar to Council’s Early Warning Alert Service for providing emergency flood warnings to residents. 

5.	Between 2011 and 2021, Council has completed 162 planned burns covering approximately 2,390 hectares of Council-controlled land , including high fire risk areas. The Committee was shown a map detailing locations of completed burns and planned burns within Council reserves. 

6.	Council manages fire risk by:
-	maintaining over 528 kilometres of fire access tracks
-	establishing and maintaining water points in remote locations
-	manually reducing chemical and/or mechanical fuel loads
-	implementing standby and escalation processes
-	conducting active patrols of known hotspots in partnership with the Queensland Police Service.

7.	Collaboration is an important factor in managing bushfire risk and Council partners with Queensland Government’s Disaster Management and other emergency service agencies to provide relevant community messaging. Council’s website provides further information on planned burns and how to manage and prepare for bushfires. 

8.	Should a planned burn need to occur, the following factors must be considered:
-	notification – through a variety of channels, such as Council’s webpage, reserve signage, letterbox drops, emails, phone calls and social media
-	planning – predicted fire behaviour, ignition patterns, resourcing requirements, expected duration and communications
-	prescription – temperature, wind direction, wind speed, relative humidity, dew point, continuous Haines index, drought index and weather conditions
-	site preparation – fire access tracks, tree protection, exclusion areas, water points, asset protection, fuel moisture and fuel load. 

9.	During planned burns, Council continually:
-	checks for fauna
-	liaises with QFES
-	monitors temperature, wind direction, wind speed, relative humidity, dew point, fuel moisture, fire behaviour, ignition, available resources and smoke
-	ensures adequate signage, communications and water points are available
-	monitors live edges, dangerous trees and signage
-	ensures bordering transport corridors are minimally affected. 

10.	Council’s current resources include:
-	15 four-wheel drive light attack vehicles with 500 litre capacity
-	four medium attack vehicles with 1,200 litres capacity
-	three incident management trailers
-	32 remote area water tanks
-	UHF radio communications which is compatible with QFES
-	maps and local knowledge of areas.

11.	Council has completed 16 planned burns, covering approximately 210.45 hectares, during the 2021-22 Financial Year. While the start of the 2022 program was delayed due to ongoing wet weather, 62 burns covering 1,075.75 hectares have been identified. Council will target major reserves including Karawatha, Toohey, Mt Coot-tha, Changing Mountain, Chermside Hills, Whites Hill and Brisbane Koala Bushlands. The Committee was then shown a map of the 2022 planned burn sites.

12.	Following a number of questions from the Committee, the Civic Cabinet Chair thanked the A/Program and Planning Manager Greenspace for his informative presentation.

13.	RECOMMENDATION:

	THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.
ADOPTED

Deputy Chair:	We’ll move on to our next report. 
	Councillor HOWARD, Community, Arts and Nighttime Economy Committee.


[bookmark: _Toc104746954][bookmark: _Toc114546769]COMMUNITY, ARTS AND NIGHTTIME ECONOMY COMMITTEE 

[bookmark: Text31]Councillor Vicki HOWARD, Civic Cabinet Chair of the Community, Arts and Nighttime Economy Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Sandy LANDERS, that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 17 May 2022, be adopted.

Deputy Chair:	Councillor HOWARD.
Councillor HOWARD:	Thank you, Deputy Chair. In the interests of time I won’t regale you with all of the wonderful things that have been happening in and around Brisbane in the last week, other than to say that it was a fantastic Homeless Connect event. I saw Councillor LANDERS, Councillor TOOMEY and Councillor CUMMING there and I know that there were other Councillors there throughout the day. I want to thank all of the volunteers who were there to support our 632 guests and it was fitting that it was also Volunteering Queensland Week last week and we had the Volunteering Queensland awards at City Hall. I must mention also that we took the Brisbane Greeters on a boat cruise and that was in recognition, of course, of their fantastic volunteering. 
	So last week, the Committee presentation was about the BrisAsia Festival and this year it was—it just gets better and better. I really commend the Chamber to have a look at the presentation, which will be uploaded after today’s meeting. Also if I can recommend that they look at the Mother’s Table videos which are on SBS and which have been a huge success and truly represent the journey of some of our wonderful refugee families and the important role that they play in Brisbane. So I commend the report to the Chamber and I’ll leave debate for others.
Deputy Chair:	Thank you, Councillor HOWARD.
	Any debate? No debate?

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of the report of the Community, Arts and Nighttime Economy Committee was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows

ATTENDANCE:

Councillor Vicki Howard (Civic Cabinet Chair), Councillor Sandy Landers (Deputy Chair), and Councillors Peter Cumming, Steve Griffiths, James Mackay and Steven Toomey.
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1.	The Creative Communities Manager, Connected Communities, Lifestyle and Community Services, attended the meeting to provide an update on BrisAsia Festival 2022 (the Festival). He provided the information below.

2.	The Festival was established in 2013 and has since grown into a citywide festival with more than 700 events and 5,000 artists. It provides paid employment to artists and arts workers and aligns with Council’s Creative Brisbane Creative Economy Strategy 2013-22.

3.	The Festival was held from 1 to 20 February 2022 and introduced a new theme, ‘Connection through Culture’. More than 20,000 residents and visitors attended 90 events across 10 suburbs, with 385 artists and 131 arts workers employed for the Festival.

4.	The launch event of the 2022 Festival was held on 5 February 2022 at Fortitude Musical Hall, Fortitude Valley. The event welcomed 750 attendees and employed 60 professional artists and local community groups. The Committee was shown a video of highlights from the launch event.

5.	Highlights of the Festival included the Southside by Night event, featuring hip-hop, luxury cars and food trucks, the Laneway Tea Festival and the In Transit partnership with Museum of Brisbane. The Festival was sponsored by SBS Media, with three videos of Mother’s Table, a mini-documentary series produced for the Festival, streamed on SBS On Demand and Council’s website. The digital content from the Festival received 8,000 streams. The Committee was shown one of the Mother’s Table videos.

6.	Following a number of questions from the Committee, the Civic Cabinet Chair thanked the Creative Communities Manager for his informative presentation.

7.	RECOMMENDATION:

	THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.
ADOPTED

Deputy Chair:	Councillor CUNNINGHAM, Finance and City Governance Committee.
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Councillor Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Civic Cabinet Chair of the Finance and City Governance Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Lisa ATWOOD, that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 17 May 2022 be adopted.

Councillor CUNNINGHAM:	Thanks, Mr Deputy Chair. Our Committee presentation last week was from the Chief Financial Officer (CFO) and provided Committee with an overview of rating categories in Brisbane. It’s been a topic of discussion in several meetings and I was happy to provide Councillors with the formal briefing from the CFO and I’ll leave comments to the Chamber.
Deputy Chair:	Thank you, Councillor CUNNINGHAM. 
Any debate?
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Yes, thank you.
Deputy Chair:	Councillor JOHNSTON.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Yes, I just stand to speak briefly on the rating categories before us today and just make the observation that I think we should be looking at an additional rating category that reflects disaster management. There are a number of people in my ward in 2011 and again in 2022 who’ve been catastrophically flooded, who are no longer able to live in their homes. Some of them will be permanent and some of them will be certainly a year or so before they can get back into their homes. Meanwhile, they are paying huge levels of rates for services that they cannot use in their own property.
	So I just think that this Council should be looking at an additional rating category for natural disasters. That would allow us to apply some particular discounts that are reflective of the severity of the natural disaster before us. I know at this point that Council is saying no to waiving rates for residents who are affected by the floods. The only thing that Council has offered is a $250 discount, which if you’re paying rates of $5,000, $6,000 a year, in many suburbs that I represent that would be normal, $250 is not very much. Meanwhile, you may not be able to access your property for a whole year.
	So I certainly believe that there is more Council should be doing when it comes to identifying appropriate rating categories and making sure that they are applied in a sensitive and compassionate way when natural disasters hit. I think that would require a change of policy at budget time, because we do have to approve all these rating categories. But that’s something that I’ll certainly pursue further when it comes to the budget.
	I’d also just like to mention the fact that unfortunately many of the businesses in my area that have been the subject of a SCIP, which is the Suburban Centre Improvement Project, the preceding project name to the Village Precinct Project, that there are businesses in my area that are being charged additional money in addition to their rates to pay for the improvements. They’re being levied on top of their rates for a decade.
	Now that’s quite unreasonable, that doesn’t happen anymore under Village Precinct Projects, but the legacy is particularly in areas like Graceville where there has been a SCIP, those businesses are paying thousands of dollars a year more in conjunction with their rates for really a footpath upgrade project that Council undertook a few years ago.
	Council policy has changed when it comes to how these levies are added to rates and I think it needs to look at the former projects under the SCIP. Graceville wouldn’t be the only one, there’s probably I’d say a good half a dozen legacy projects under the SCIP that should be looked at again, to make sure that there is fairness and equity in how these revenue levies are being raised in addition to the rates in these businesses. I think that might be about it.
Deputy Chair:	Thank you, Councillor JOHNSTON. 
Any other debate? No further debate.

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of the Finance and City Governance Committee was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows

ATTENDANCE:

Councillor Fiona Cunningham (Civic Cabinet Chair), and Councillors Lisa Atwood, Angela Owen, Jonathan Sri and Charles Strunk.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE:

Councillor Steven Huang (Deputy Chair).
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1.	The Chief Financial Officer attended the meeting to provide an update on Rating Categories. He provided the information below.

2.	The Committee was provided with an update on the following:
	-	a rating overview
	-	rating categories
	-	rates capping and discounts
	-	rates exemptions
	-	rates concessions.

3.	Chapter 4 Part 1 of the City of Brisbane Act 2010 (the Act) provides power to Council to levy rates and charges on all rateable land within Brisbane and constrains the types of concessions available. Council may levy general rates, special rates and charges, utility charges, and separate rates and charges.

4.	When making and levying rates and charges, Council must comply with the following principles:
	-	equity by reference to the value or quality of land
	-	transparency in the making and levying of rates and charges
-	clarity on Council’s and ratepayer’s responsibilities regarding the rating process
-	timing the levying of rates to align with the financial cycle of local economic activity
	-	a rating regime that is efficient to administer
	-	National Competition Policy legislation, where applicable.

5.	In accordance with the City of Brisbane Regulation 2012 (the Regulation), rates must be calculated using the rateable value of the land. Council levies differential general rates by allocating properties to different categories, and each category has its own minimum general rate, plus a rate in the dollar charge. All properties in the category must be levied in the same way.

6.	The State Valuer-General undertakes land valuations in accordance with the Land Valuation Act 2010, which sets out the valuation methodologies to be applied to determine the value of land.

7.	The Committee was shown a table which summarised the 80 rating categories for the 2021-22 Financial Year, which included the following rating categories:
	-	Category 5 - CBD 
-	Category 8 - Large Shopping Centre
-	Category 9 - Major Shopping Centre
-	Category 21 - Drive-in Shopping Centre
-	Category 22 - Retail Warehouse.
	 
8.	Committee was shown a table which set out the current Rating Categories for residential properties. Categories 1 and 7 apply to freestanding homes, and categories 10 and 14 apply to units under a Community Title Scheme (CTS). 

9.	Council seeks to smooth the increase of general rates that would occur from the impact of significant upward valuation movements from year to year through rate capping, via the following methods:
-	three-year average value of land (the Average Rateable Value) used to determine property rates
-	Owner Occupier Cap - Council limits the general rates increases for owner-occupied residential rate accounts to a maximum of 7.5%
-	Council CBD Frame Rate Cap - Council limits the general rates increases for non‑residential rate accounts located within the CBD Frame to a maximum of 12.5%.
Council provides a $60 annual discount ($15 per rating quarter) for owner-occupied residential ratepayers where the full amount of rates owing is paid by the rate notice due date.

10. 	Council has resolved to provide 100% exemptions from rates for properties used for the following purposes, in accordance with the Act:
-	public purposes - properties used for a showground or for public recreation open to the public
-	religious purposes - the property is owned by a religious institution and the predominant use is public worship
-	charitable purposes - the property is owned by a public charity and the predominant use is the giving of a gift of food, drink, clothing, temporary emergency accommodation or money to those who are destitute or homeless
-	educational purposes - the property is owned by a religious institution and is used entirely as a school.
-	non-rateable land before 13 May 1992 (also known as ‘Worthy’) - the property was non-rateable before 13 May 1992 and the purpose and ownership of the property has not changed.

11.	The Regulation states that Council can only provide a concession on the following:
-	the land is owned or occupied by a pensioner
-	the land is owned by a not-for-profit organisation
-	the land is owned by an entity that provides assistance or encouragement for arts or cultural development
-	payment of rates or charges will cause hardship to the landowner
-	the land is used exclusively for the purpose of a single dwelling house or farming and could be used for another purpose, including a commercial or industrial purpose
-	the land is subject to a greenhouse gas tenure, mining tenement or petroleum tenure
-	the land is part of a parcel of land that has been subdivided and (i) the person who subdivided the parcel is the owner of the land; and (ii) the land is not developed land
-	the concession will encourage the economic development of Brisbane 
-	the concession will encourage land that is of cultural, environmental, historic, heritage or scientific significance to Brisbane to be preserved, restored or maintained. 

12.	Rates concessions are available to eligible persons, including the following:
-	pensioners receiving the maximum pension: 40% of rates and charges to a maximum of $1,106 per annum
-	pensioners receiving less than the maximum pension: 20% of rates and charges to a maximum of $517 per annum
-	Water Rebate (grandfathered provision for pensioners receiving a Water Rebate before Urban Utilities separately billed water rates): 20% rebate to a maximum of $150 per annum.

13.	The budget impact for the pensioner rebate policy in 2021-22 is $27.6 million. Eligible not‑for‑profit organisations may receive up to 50% rebate of general rates only, and eligible not-for-profit kindergartens may receive up to 100% rebate of rates and charges.

14.	A one-off credit of $250 is available to eligible owner-occupied residential ratepayers who are unemployed and receiving the Jobseeker Allowance. A one-off rebate of $250 is also available to eligible persons on rates notices for ratepayers impacted by flooding or water damage from the 2022 Brisbane flooding event. 

15.	Following a number of questions from the Committee, the Civic Cabinet Chair thanked the Chief Financial Officer for his informative presentation.

16.	RECOMMENDATION:

	THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.
ADOPTED


[bookmark: _Toc104746958]PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS:

Deputy Chair:	Petitions, Councillors, are there any petitions?
	Councillor CUNNINGHAM.
Councillor CUNNINGHAM:	Thanks, Mr Deputy Chair. I have a petition requesting Council find a new, native floral emblem for Brisbane.
Deputy Chair:	Thank you. 
	Are there any other petitions? No? 
Councillor LANDERS, may I have a motion for receipt of the petitions?

659/2021-22
It was resolved on the motion of Councillor Sandy LANDERS, seconded by Councillor Charles STRUNK, that the petition as presented be received and referred to the Committee concerned for consideration and report.

The petition was summarised as follows:
	File No.
	Councillor
	Topic

	[bookmark: _Hlk102568563]137/220/594/104
	Fiona Cunningham
	Requesting Council find a new, native floral emblem for Brisbane.




[bookmark: _Toc104746959]GENERAL BUSINESS:

Deputy Chair:	Councillors, are there any statements required as a result of an Office of the Independent Assessor or Councillor Ethics Committee order? None? 
Are there any matters of General Business?
Councillor OWEN:	Yes, Mr Chairman.
Deputy Chair:	Councillor OWEN.
Councillor OWEN:	Thank you, Mr Chairman. I rise briefly just to talk about a couple of local events here in the city and also one of my local schools. Mr Deputy Chair, I’d just like to acknowledge that on Friday evening was the 139th anniversary of the Brisbane German Club. This German Club has a very, very strong history, not only with our city but also with the settlements throughout Queensland. Having connections through the German community with my extended family, I think it was a lovely evening to be there to share.
	Also it’s indicative of many of the celebrations that many organisations are having across the city, because the event was actually sold out and they had a waiting list. So that is a good sign that so much is returning to normal and people are happy to actually be getting back together and celebrating. I’d also like to acknowledge the Sri Lanka Sports Association of Queensland and their continued fundraising efforts to help others who are in need.
	On Saturday night they had their annual dinner dance. It was wonderful to see that we actually had Misty perform at Souths Acacia Sports Club. This is a Sri Lankan band that is travelling the world and they target all genres of music and they do any type of music you can think of. They are absolutely fantastic, they had everybody up and really enjoying themselves for the whole night. Most importantly, again it did bring people from the Sri Lankan community together to celebrate and to really get engaged back into having functions and celebrations.
	Mr Deputy Chair, I’d also like to reflect on the students from Pallara State School. These young students came into City Hall yesterday and they had a wonderful time and it was great to see them here, also to ensure that they got a little bit more of an understanding of how we work in this Chamber as well. They were great ambassadors for their school, they were great ambassadors for our local community.
	I would just like to commend them on their behaviour whilst they were here in City Hall and thank not only the teachers that brought them in, but also the parents and volunteers that came to help, because we always do have that extra need when the schools are having excursions. So I would just like to say that I’m very proud of my students of Pallara State School who came here yesterday and to all of those community organisations that are currently starting to engage with each other, starting to hold functions, it is great to see that you are back on track and I look forward to celebrating more events with the many different multicultural and community groups as the year progresses, thank you.
Deputy Chair:	Thank you, Councillor OWEN. 
Councillor CUMMING.
Councillor CUMMING:	Thank you, Councillor MATIC. I wish to speak on the performances of current and former LNP Councillors who stood in the Federal election on Saturday. Firstly, I turn to Councillor Steven HUANG, the Councillor for MacGregor, appointed back in 2011, who stood for the marginal Federal seat of Moreton, held by Labor’s Graham Perrett. Now Moreton has always been one of the most marginal seats in Queensland, but no more. The swing to Labor in Moreton was 8.31%, one of the largest swings in Queensland. After the election, the two‑party‑preferred percentage was 60.31% in Mr Perrett’s favour.
	So I’d like to congratulate Mr Perrett on his magnificent win. Moreton deserves to be a safe seat, given the amount of work he puts in. I’d also like to thank Councillor HUANG for his efforts in managing to get flogged at the election. Excuse me, sorry. I did notice that Councillor HUANG did not use any pictures of the ex-Prime Minister, Scott Morrison, on his flyer, not a lot of loyalty there. He didn’t manage to make it into Committee or Council today or the last couple of weeks for that matter, but we look forward to congratulating him in person when he finally decides to turn up for his day job.
	Now of course Councillor OWEN, who just spoke then, wanted to be the LNP candidate for Moreton, but once again she was rejected by her own party. If I was Councillor OWEN, I would be pretty worried about the upcoming Council pre‑selections. She might get kicked to the kerb, especially if she doesn’t focus her efforts on making sure kids don’t have to ride Ubers to school in Pallara. If I can offer some advice to the LNP, they might want to check the figures, because on my count Councillor OWEN performed better last time in Moreton than Councillor HUANG. Maybe she’ll be the next teal independent in 2025.
	There’s nothing more ex than an ex-Councillor, which brings me to LNP poster boy, ex-Councillor Julian Simmonds, who had been Councillor for Walter Taylor from 2010 to 2019 and Federal Member for Ryan from 2019. Now Julian did not enter Federal Parliament without some blood on his hands, having knifed his mentor, Jane Prentice, in a contested pre-selection battle, when he had claimed to be her number one fan. Cheers to you, Jane, clearly what goes around comes around in Ryan.
	Now Ryan is the bluest of blue Liberal areas. It has only been lost for one term by the Liberal Party since its formation in 1949, some 73 years ago, but Julian was out to prove he could match that. He achieve a 10.82% swing against himself on the primary vote, driving it down to 37.79%. The Greens vote was up 10.78% to 31.13% and Labor preferences pushed the Greens over the line. It was bye-bye Julian and another Liberal Councillor bit the dust 53.27% to 46.8%. Julian departs the Federal sphere as a lowly oncer. With a bit of time on his hands, perhaps he could add a short epilogue to his Yes Lord Mayor book, I’m sure everyone’s purchased a copy of that, titled take me back LORD MAYOR please. Sorry.
	Now Councillor MACKAY is now all on his own out there and maybe if things go badly for him, he can go back to his real love of collecting trolleys. In fact I predict that many LNP Councillors will be quaking in their boots. Interestingly, we know that some LNP Councillors think that the party should go further to the right, while other LNP Councillors want to go to the left. Some want the climate change issue to be resolved, while others want to follow Barnaby and the National’s view.
	Just last week, this LNP LORD MAYOR called himself teal, no loyalty to the Liberal Party there. We saw the LORD MAYOR do a tour of losing campaigns over the last week, with Councillor HUANG in Moreton, former Councillor Simmonds in Ryan and Trevor Evans in Brisbane. Perhaps his visits were the kiss of death. Bring on 2024.
Deputy Chair:	Is there any other debate? 	
Councillor JOHNSTON.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	I’m sorry, my clock’s just started at 3:52, perhaps you could reset that for me. Thank you so much, I greatly appreciate it.
	I rise to speak on the election and I will be nowhere near as funny as Councillor CUNNINGHAM, who did give—
Councillors interjecting.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	—CUMMING, sorry, I’m sorry, Councillor CUMMING. Sorry, I will be nowhere near as amusing, but factually correct as Councillor CUMMING. I just want to thank him for brightening up what’s been a pretty hectic few weeks for everybody with the election. However, I did want to go on the record, on Saturday night a number of quite extraordinary things happened in the country. The vote for the major parties significantly declined and that was both the Liberal Party and the Labor Party. The Greens vote did rise on a nationwide amount, but not by a huge amount. In fact almost 40% of people voted for somebody other than the major parties at the election on the weekend.
	Included within that is a group that has become known as the teal independents. Now I wasn’t here last week, but I’m a bit shocked that the LORD MAYOR is now claiming to be teal, because the teal independents are independents who represent or are running for formerly safe Liberal Party seats. So maybe the LORD MAYOR’s looking ahead to seeing where they lose the seats and that perhaps they’ll come back as teal independents next time. But generally teal independents are not members of the Liberal Party and the community that votes for the teal independents is voting for the teal independents on the basis that they are not members of the Liberal Party.
	But I particularly want to place on the record my appreciation for the hard work particularly of the women who ran as the teal independents. I’ve been following their campaigns quite closely, particularly in Victoria. But I do want to acknowledge Sophie Tink in Mackellar, Allegra Spender in Wentworth, Kylea in North Sydney, Kate Chaney in Curtin, Zoe Daniel in Goldstein and Monique Ryan in Kooyong. Now they stand on the shoulders of some pretty incredible women who’ve gone before them, who were equally re-elected and that is Zali Steggall in Warringah and Helen Haines in Indi.
	It has been amazing to watch the transformation of politics over the last month, particularly when it comes to the way in which these women have conducted debate, energised the community and pushed the agenda on policy issues in Australia. I have had the opportunity to have a bit of a review of what happened, particularly in Kooyong. Most people don’t know here because, I don’t know, the LORD MAYOR likes to stand up and call me Labor every second day, but I actually know Josh quite well. We worked together for many years in Canberra and so I was following the seat of Kooyong pretty closely.
	Monique Ryan is one of the most singularly impressive women I have ever seen. She is articulate, she is knowledgeable, she cuts through, she will be an extraordinary representative for the people of Kooyong. I don’t doubt that Josh will find his feet and be back at some point in the future, probably not in Kooyong though because I think Monique Ryan will hold it for many, many years to come.
	I know that these women will make a significant contribution to the Parliament over the next term and I know that if they continue to work with their communities, to be fearless champions of their community, to stand up for their community in Canberra, they will be re-elected. I certainly wish them every success in the future, to make sure that we continue to have these smart, capable women contributing to our Federal Parliament.
	I do want to acknowledge the new Prime Minister, Anthony Albanese and acknowledge that his speech on election night was very inclusive. I hope that means that he will work cooperatively with the independents and the minor parties that will be in the Parliament, as he establishes and manages the Government under his Prime Ministership. His language to date has been very positive in that regard.
	It stands in stark contrast to the way in which this Administration operates here at Council. Every single idea that is put forward by myself, often by Councillor SRI and often by the Labor Party, is derided by the LNP. They are not interested in working collaboratively to ensure that the issues that are important to the community I represent and many others in Brisbane are actually addressed. That has shown up in the results here in Queensland. Three seats have been lost by the Liberal Party—Brisbane, Ryan and—sorry, two by the Liberal Party and one by the Labor Party, Griffith.
	Just with respect to the seat of Ryan, it is really astonishing that a blue-ribbon seat like that can be lost to the Greens. In the other parts of the country it was independents that won, but Julian Simmonds was so good at his job, he’d managed to turn a safe Liberal Party seat into a Greens seat, which is some kind of feat in Queensland, right? Particularly when probably most of the managing directors of the coal industry live in St Lucia or Indooroopilly. So it is an extraordinary thing to see Ryan turn Green. It’s not a surprise to me.
	The LNP has absolutely stuffed up the management of not only the local area there, but they’ve failed to recognise the impact that their decisions are having on the community. I would draw your attention to the article in the paper yesterday, talking about the years and years of traffic chaos that are unfolding with the very poorly managed and poorly designed Walter Taylor roundabout—sorry, the Moggill Road roundabout upgrade. Council’s sitting on some sort of secret Walter Taylor Bridge report too and we don’t know what that’s going to be.
	But these are the issues that Councillor MACKAY and his good friend—and he was probably running Councillor MACKAY, sorry, probably running Councillor—sorry, former Councillor and former Federal Member, Julian Simmonds’ campaign, because he used to be his campaign manager. It would be really good to know if he was this time as well. But they have got it wrong and the community has spoken. There are now two levels of Green in the State seat and the Federal seat.
	But I too want to acknowledge Graham Perrett, the Federal Member for Moreton. Graham’s always been massively independent. He started about five months before me in 2007, so Graham and I have grown up in the area together politically speaking. It is astonishing to see him with a 10% swing and to become what is now known as a safe seat. I know that exceeded his wildest expectations and I know Councillor OWEN’s sitting over there quietly seething on the inside, I suspect, because she did do better than Councillor HUANG, Councillor HUANG, who spent his days waving signs on the side of the road, promising money to sporting clubs that will never ever see it.
	It was a very sad and disappointing campaign in the Federal seat of Moreton. It did nothing to advance the issues and I think that both Councillor OWEN and Councillor HUANG, the reason that they are not connecting with the community in this area is that they don’t understand the issues and that they aren’t locals. As much as Councillor OWEN would like to think she lived in a share house at Fairfield that makes her a local, it does not.
	Finally, for the seat of Griffith, I know this is some of a shock to Councillor COOK, I’m sure and many other people, because Terri Butler is a very articulate, capable woman and I know that her loss will be felt in the Labor Party. I admire her humour at the situation she’s found herself in. I know she will find her feet, she’s a very capable lawyer with a very strong career and I’m sure that she will be back practising law and helping people in need in the future.
	I’ll just finish by saying that any attempt by the LORD MAYOR to imply that somehow this is a teal Council, I think, is just off the charts weird. Teal moderate Council, no. Maybe the LNP’s going to try on taking their logo off their signs, maybe they’re going to try hiding the fact that they’re Liberals. I suspect they’re going to be desperately trying to find any strategy they can to save themselves, because the three seats that have been lost cover most of their wards. So there are a number of seats now at risk, including Enoggera, Bracken Ridge, oh gosh, The Gap, Moggill, Walter Taylor, Paddington, Central Ward, Councillor HOWARD and Councillor CUNNINGHAM.
Deputy Chair:	Councillor JOHNSTON, your time has expired.
	Is there any further debate? 
There being no further business, I declare the meeting closed.


[bookmark: _Toc114546773][bookmark: _Toc104746960]QUESTIONS OF WHICH DUE NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN:
(Questions of which due notice has been given are printed as supplied and are not edited)

Submitted by Councillor Steve Griffiths (received on 19 May 2022)
[bookmark: _Hlk93674015]Q1.	Can you please complete the following table and list all Council’s leased Community Facilities that have full accessibility.

	Name of Facility
	Address
	Lessee

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



Q2.	Can you please complete the following table and list all Council’s leased Community Facilities that are partially accessible.

	Name of Facility
	Address
	Lessee

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



Q3.	Can you please complete the following table and list all Council’s leased Community Facilities that remain inaccessible.

	Name of Facility
	Address
	Lessee

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



Q4.	Provide details regarding the ferry terminals damaged in the recent Brisbane floods, including:
· which terminals remain damaged
· anticipated cost of repairs of each terminal
· estimated re-opening date of each terminal.

Q5.	Provide a further breakdown of everything factored into the whole-of-life costs for the Kangaroo Point Green Bridge, including:-
· cost of construction
· costs of ongoing connections 
· Council costs
· operational costs
· costs of asset replacement
· commercial leasing revenue.

Q6.	What is the current number of Council officers for the following job roles (excluding contractors):

	JOB ROLE
	FTEs
	Full Time
	Part Time
	Casual

	Bridge Maintenance
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Trades Assistant
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Administration
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Transport Worker
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Change Manager
	 
	 
	 
	 



Q7.	Provide the total number of flood resilience projects listed in the forward schedules (which have not yet been funded), as well as the estimated total value of capital and expense. 

	SERVICE
	TOTAL NUMBER
	TOTAL CAPITAL
	TOTAL EXPENSE

	Drainage Construction and Resilience
	
	
	

	Stormwater Infrastructure
	
	
	

	Stormwater Drainage Rehabilitation
	
	
	

	Citywide Gully Reconstruction
	
	
	



Q8.	Please advise the number of complaints made to Brisbane City Council regarding long grass in parks or on road verges since July 2021 to present (May 2022).

Q9.	Please advise the number of complaints made to Brisbane City Council regarding damage to parks or sports fields from grass cutting since July 2021 to present (May 2022).

Q10.	How many complaints have been made to Brisbane City Council in regards to grass cutting not being done in the last three months i.e. March, April and May 2022, broken down by suburb and Ward.


[bookmark: _Toc114546774][bookmark: _Toc104746961]ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS OF WHICH DUE NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN:
(Answers to questions of which due notice has been given are printed as supplied and are not edited)

Submitted by Councillor Steve Griffiths (from meeting on 17 May 2022)
Q1. Provide a list of all Council commercial leases.

A1.	
	Council commercial leases

	Access Rights - 95 Orion St Coorparoo

	Billboard - 1465 Creek Rd Carina

	Billboard - 191 Sandgate Road Albion

	Billboard - 24 Walker St Taringa

	Billboard - 38 Taylor St Bowen Hills

	Billboard - 433A Wondall Rd Tingalpa

	Billboard - Frew Park - 315 Milton Rd Milton

	Billboard - (Inbound) - 1/64 Frodsham St, Albion

	Billboard - (Inbound) - 27 Miskin St Toowong

	Billboard - 1038 Manly Road, Tingalpa

	Billboard - 1141-1147 Stanley Street East, Coorparoo

	Billboard - 1938 And 1952 Sandgate Road, Virginia

	Billboard - 2241 Logan Road, Upper Mt Gravatt

	Billboard - 4A Bimbil Street, Albion

	Billboard - 584 Mains Rd Nathan

	Car Parking - 505 St Pauls Tce Fortitude Valley

	Car Parking - Cathedral Square - 410 Ann St Brisbane

	Car Parking Rights - 38 Lytton Rd East Brisbane

	Car Parking Rights - 46 Wolverhampton St Stafford

	Coffee Cart - Ashgrove Library - 87 Amarina Ave Ashgrove

	Coffee Cart - Grange Library - 79 Evelyn St The Grange

	Coffee Cart - Mitchelton Library - 4 Heliopolis Pde Mitchelton

	Commercial - Salisbury

	Commercial - Brisbane Square (Signage Waiver) - 266 George Street, Brisbane

	Commercial - 41 Oconnell Tce, Bowen Hills

	Commercial - Methane Power Generation Plant - 369 Sherbrooke Rd Willawong

	Commercial - Naval Stores - 34 Amesbury St Kangaroo Point

	Commercial - Warrigal Farm - 145 Warrigal Rd Runcorn

	Grazing Rights - 120 Malbon/125 Mothar Sts Eight Mile Plains

	Grazing Rights - 152 Cliveden Ave Corinda

	Grazing Rights - 359 Jesmond Rd, Fig Tree Pocket

	Grazing Rights - 62 Lancing St Pullenvale

	Grazing Rights - 175 Beverley St Morningside

	Grazing Rights - 318 Lytton Rd Morningside

	Grazing Rights - 56-60 Skirving St Morningside

	Grazing Rights - 40 Scenic Rd Kenmore

	Howard Smith Wharves - Car Park Precinct

	Howard Smith Wharves - Hotel Precinct

	Howard Smith Wharves - Parkland Precinct

	Howard Smith Wharves - Retail Precinct

	Howard Smith Wharves - Wet Lease

	Industrial - Pipeline And Wharf Sublicence - Port Of Brisbane

	Industrial - 1 Bulk Terminals Dr - Port Of Brisbane

	Industrial - Lot 13 - 95 Tradecoast Dve Eagle Farm

	Licence - 712B Creek Road, Mount Gravatt East

	Licence To Occupy - 97A Sandgate Road Albion

	Moorings - Breakfast Creek - 32A-32

	Moorings - Breakfast Creek - No. 34-36

	Moorings - Breakfast Creek - No. 31A-31

	Moorings - Breakfast Creek - No. 38-40

	Moorings - Breakfast Creek - 33-55

	Moorings - Breakfast Creek - 35-37

	Moorings - Breakfast Creek - No. 37-39

	Moorings - Breakfast Creek - No. 45-48

	Moorings - Breakfast Creek - 29-30

	Operating Agreement - Mooney Fountain Plaza - 118 Eagle Street, Brisbane

	Recycling - 1402 Nudgee Road Nudgee

	Residential - 58 Frodsham Street, Albion

	Residential - 63 Graham Rd Carseldine

	Retail - T2 - 505 St Pauls Tce Fortitude Valley

	Retail - 152 Mt Coot-tha Rd, Mt Coot-tha

	Retail - Coffee Hut - 137 Sydney St New Farm

	Retail - Cycle Centre - King George Square - Adelaide St Brisbane

	Retail - 1231A Brunswick St New Farm

	Retail - 71 Macquarie St Teneriffe

	Retail - T3 - 505 St Pauls Tce Fortitude Valley

	Retail - King George Square - 100 Adelaide Street Brisbane

	Retail - 461 Main St Kangaroo Point

	Retail - 297 Macarthur Ave Eagle Farm

	Retail - Frew Park - 315 Milton Rd Milton

	Retail - Kangaroo Point

	Telco - 122 Lemke Rd Taigum

	Telco - 620 Sir Samuel Griffith Dve

	Telco - Broadcasting Park - Lease E - 409 Sir Samuel Griffith Dve Mt Coot-tha

	Telco - Raymond Park Kangaroo Point

	Telco - Lease A - Willawong Animal Shelter

	Telco - Lease A & B - Norm Buchan Park Bardon

	Telco - Lease Aa - 369 Prout Rd Burbank

	Telco - Lease B - Mt Ommaney Reservoir - Mt Ommaney

	Telco - Lease C - Bartley’s Hill Reservoir - Sykes St Ascot

	Telco - Lease C - Lillian Park - 309 Lillian Ave Salisbury

	Telco - Lease C - Mt Ommaney Reservoir - Mt Ommaney

	Telco - Lease C - Purtell Park - Carwoola St Bardon

	Telco - Lease C - Reservoir - 42 Weller Rd Tarragindi

	Telco - Lease C - Reservoir - Government Rd Richlands

	Telco - Lease C - St Lucia Golf Links - Indooroopilly

	Telco - Lease D - Eildon Hill Reservoir Windsor

	Telco - Lease D - Ekibin Quarry Greenslopes

	Telco - Lease D - Fr Caterson Park Mansfield

	Telco - Lease D - Kuraby Reservoir Karawatha

	Telco - Lease D - Reservoir - 42 Weller Rd Tarragindi

	Telco - Lease D - Reservoir - Stones Rd Sunnybank Hills

	Telco - Lease E - 369 Prout Rd Burbank

	Telco - Lease G - Grovely Reservoir - Samford Rd Keperra

	Telco - Lease G & H - Reservoir - Jude St Bracken Ridge

	Telco - Lease H - Balmoral Works Depot Morningside

	Telco - Lease J - Cavendish Rd Reservoir Holland Park

	Telco - Lease J - Reservoir - Jude St Bracken Ridge

	Telco - Lease T - Milne Hill Reservoir - Chermside West

	Telco - Lease V - Kianawah Park - Wynnum Rd Tingalpa

	Telco - Lease V - Reservoir - Stones Rd Sunnybank Hills

	Telco - Lease V - The Gap Reservoir - 19 Penley St The Gap

	Telco - Lease W - Grovely Reservoir - Samford Rd Keperra

	Telco - Sparkes Hill Reservoir Stafford

	Telco - Lease A - Constitution Hill Mt Coot-tha

	Telco - Lease B - The Gap Reservoir - Penley St The Gap

	Telco - Eildon Hill Reservoir Windsor

	Telco - Lease A - Reservoir - 42 Weller Rd Tarragindi

	Telco - Lease D - Norm Buchan Park Bardon

	Telco - Lease J - Mt Ommaney Reservoir Mt Ommaney

	Telco - Lease W - Roles Hill Reservoir Manly West

	Telco - Sewerage Works - 455 Bowhill Rd Durack

	Telco - Chapel Hill Reservoir Chapel Hill

	Telco - Lease R - Reservoir - 368 Compton Rd Karawatha

	Telco - Reservoir - 618 Cavendish Rd Coorparoo

	Telco - Bartley’s Hill Reservoir - 8 Sykes St, Ascot

	Telco - Lease B - 369 Prout Rd Burbank

	Telco - Lease D - Reservoir - 39 Jude St Bracken Ridge

	Telco - Lease Q - Roles Hill Reservoir Manly West

	Telco - 411 Roghan Rd Fitzgibbon - 44Tu

	Telco - Bilston & Hayward Sts Stafford - B0365

	Telco - Bracalba Quarry - D’Aguilar Hwy Bracalba - B8964

	Telco - Carina Bus Depot - 1465 Creek Rd Carina - B0583

	Telco - Dittmer Park - Logan Rd Upper Mt Gravatt - B0353

	Telco - Kianawah Park - Wynnum Rd Tingalpa - B0518

	Telco - Lease A - Balmoral Works Depot - Redfern St Morningside - B0161

	Telco - Lease A - Brisbane Power House - Brunswick St New Farm - B0040

	Telco - Lease A - Fr Caterson Park - Mansfield - B0377

	Telco - Lease A - Nudgee Transfer Station - Nudgee Rd Nudgee - B0619

	Telco - Lease A - Overpass- 310 Fig Tree Pocket Rd Fig Tree Pocket B0463

	Telco - Lease A - Perry Park - 31 Edmonstone Rd Bowen Hills - B0590

	Telco - Lease B - Chapel Hill Reservoir Chapel Hill - B0389

	Telco - Lease B - Richlands Reservoir - Government Rd Richlands

	Telco - Lease C - Wally Tate Park - 109 Warrigal Rd Runcorn - B0677

	Telco - Lease D - Pinnaroo Cemetery Bridgeman Downs - B8508

	Telco - Lease R - 279 Meadowlands Rd Carindale - B0349

	Telco - Lease T - River Tce/Main St Kangaroo Point - B0256

	Telco - Reservoir - 41 Rudyard St Richlands

	Telco - Roles Hill Reservoir - 30 Preston Rd Manly West - B0012

	Telco - The Gap Reservoir - 19 Penley St The Gap - B0067

	Telco - Waverley Rd Overpass - 142 Taringa Pde Taringa - B0372

	Telco - Constitution Hill Mt Coot-tha

	Telco - Forest Lake Reservoir - Boss Rd Forest Lake

	Telco - Lease J - Constitution Hill Mt Coot-tha

	Telco - 273 Queens Rd Nudgee

	Telco—Bartley’s Hill Reservoir Ascot

	Telco - 120 Lemke Rd Taigum

	Telco - 1299 Nudgee Rd Nudgee

	Telco - 498 Chelsea Rd Ransome

	Telco - Green Hill Reservoir

	Telco - Grovely Reservoir - Samford Rd Keperra

	Telco - Lease A - 228 Old Cleveland Rd Coorparoo

	Telco - Lease B - Bardon Reservoir - Bardon

	Telco - Lease C - Bardon Reservoir Bardon

	Telco - Lease C - Constitution Hill Mt Coot-Tha

	Telco - Lease E - Bartley’s Hill Reservoir - 8 Sykes St Ascot

	Telco - Lease E - Willawong Animal Shelter

	Telco - Lease F, G & H - St Lucia Golf Links St Lucia

	Telco - Lease H - Reservoir - 618 Cavendish Rd Coorparoo

	Telco - Lease T - 169 Beverley St Morningside

	Telco - Lease T - 95 Pine Rd Richlands

	Telco - Lease T - Balmoral Works Depot Morningside

	Telco - Lease T - Bilston & Hayward Sts Stafford

	Telco - Lease T - Forest Lake Reservoir Forest Lake

	Telco - Lease T - Reservoir - 159A Tarragindi Rd Tarragindi

	Telco - Milne Hill Reservoir - Chermside West

	Telco - Mt Ommaney Reservoir - Mt Ommaney

	Telco - Pinnaroo Cemetery - Bridgeman Downs

	Telco - Roles Hill Reservoir - Preston Rd Manly West

	Telco - Sparkes Hill Reservoir - Longland St Stafford

	Telco - The Gap Reservoir - 19 Penley St The Gap

	Telco Gwn - Lease A - Bartley’s Hill Reservoir - 8 Sykes St Ascot

	Telco Gwn - Lease G - Forest Lake Reservoir, 90 Boss Rd, Forest Lake

	Telco - Lease D - Milne Hill Reservoir - Hamilton Rd Chermside West

	Telco - Lease V - 915 Nudgee Rd Nudgee

	Telco - Lease V - Paddington Water Tower Paddington

	Telco - Lease V - St Lucia Golf Links - Indooroopilly Rd St Lucia

	Telco - Roles Hill Reservoir - Preston Rd Manly West

	Trust - Brunswick St New Farm - Deck

	Wet Lease - 145 Eagle St Brisbane

	Wet Lease - Admiralty Quays - Lease A & B - 32 Macrossan St Brisbane

	Wet Lease - City Reach Boardwalk - 167-171 Eagle St Riverfront

	Wet Lease - Eagle St Pier - 1 Eagle St Brisbane

	Wet Lease - Riparian Plaza - 71 Eagle St Brisbane

	Wet Lease - Riverside Centre - 123 Eagle St Brisbane

	Wet Lease - Waterfront Place - 1 Eagle St Brisbane

	Wet Licence - 443A Queen St Brisbane



Q2. Provide the total income for Council from commercial leases for each of the following financial years:-

	​FINANCIAL YEAR  
	​TOTAL INCOME

	​2018-2019
	​

	​2019-2020
	​

	​2020-2021
	​

	​2021-2022 (ANTICIPATED)
	​



A2.	
	​FINANCIAL YEAR  
	​TOTAL INCOME

	​2018-2019
	​ $10,813,045

	​2019-2020
	​ $10,185,644

	​2020-2021
	​ $9,847,534

	​2021-2022 (ANTICIPATED)
	​ $10,034,440



Q3. Provide a detailed breakdown of all costs to Council for the Brisbane City Council 2022 Flood Review.

A3.	Legal advice in respect of Council’s submission: $223,263.64 plus GST
Paul de Jersey costs: $34,485 plus GST 
Consultant’s costs: $25,600 plus GST.

Q4. Provide details of the role of the consultant engaged for the Brisbane City Council 2022 Flood Review.

A4.	To perform research and to provide assistance to Mr de Jersey.

Q5. How many submissions were received on the Brisbane City Council 2022 Flood Review?

A5.	This was an independent review performed by Mr de Jersey. Council does not hold this information.

Q6. Provide a list of all external agencies invited to make submissions to the Brisbane City Council 2022 Flood Review, and how many of those made submissions.

A6.	This was an independent review performed by Mr de Jersey. Council does not hold this information.

Q7. What is the current number of Council officers for the following job roles (excluding contractors):
 
	JOB ROLE
	FTEs
	Full Time
	Part Time
	Casual

	General Trades
	
	
	
	

	Engineering
	
	
	
	

	Cleaner
	
	
	
	

	Analyst
	
	
	
	

	Technician
	
	
	
	



A7.	
	JOB ROLE
	FTEs
	Full Time
	Part Time
	Casual

	General Trades
	349.9
	348
	1.9
	

	Engineering
	233.6
	219
	14.6
	

	Cleaner
	16.4
	16
	
	0.4

	Analyst
	
	
	
	

	Technician
	
	
	
	



Note: Council is unable to provide an FTE number for ‘Analyst’ and ‘Technician’. This term is widely applicable to many and varied role types across Council, the number of which would be very difficult to accurately identify within the timeframe required by the Meetings Local Law 2001.

Q8. Provide details of the next steps concerning the implementation of the Mowbray Park concept plan.

A8.	Under the Rebuild and Recover Program, the Mowbray Park Vision is paused.

Q9. Provide a full breakdown of all capital and expenses to date on the implementation of the Master Plan for Barrambin (Victoria Park).

A9.	Work is continuing on the Victoria Park / Barrambin Draft Master Plan, with the draft plan to be released for community consultation in late 2022. As the Master Plan has not yet been finalised, implementation of the plan is yet to commence.

Q10. Provide a detailed breakdown of income from Contributions, donations, subsidies and grants received for the 2019-2020 and 2020-2021 financial years.

A10.	
	 Contributions, donations, subsidies and grants
	June 2021
	June 2020

	
	$’000
	$’000

	Contributions
	 
	 

	Developer Contributions—(cash)
	70,359 
	94,986 

	Infrastructure Charges—(contributed assets)
	11,680 
	10,735 

	Developer Contributions—(non-trunk infrastructure)
	47,725 
	43,529 

	Total Contributions
	129,763 
	149,250 

	Subsidies and grants
	 
	 

	For capital purposes
	51,631 
	30,829 

	For operating purposes
	64,329 
	54,763 

	Total Subsidies and Grants
	115,959 
	85,591 

	Other contributions and donations
	65,377 
	8,622 



Q11. Provide a detailed breakdown of income from Other revenue received for the 2019-2020 and 2020-2021 financial years. 

A11.	
	 Other revenue
	June 2021
	June 2020

	
	$’000
	$’000

	Dividends and participation returns
	155,253 
	155,589 

	Tax equivalents 
	71,916 
	66,821 

	Service concession revenue
	58,828 
	58,601 

	Operating and project costs recovered
	37,189 
	38,703 

	Advertising
	24,519 
	24,366 

	Sale of materials
	24,231 
	24,617 

	Lease and rental revenue
	20,790 
	21,593 

	Investment income
	9,644 
	- 

	Other operating revenue
	23,526 
	22,138 

	Other capital revenue 
	30,795 
	71,663 



Q12. Provide the breakdown of all of Council’s shareholder income from Urban Utilities received for the 2019-2020 and 2020-2021 financial years.

A12.	Income received from Urban Utilities stems from a participation agreement that was signed when the State Government transferred water and sewerage assets from Council’s to Urban Utilities in 2010. The participation agreement, that was signed off by the State Government, allowed for dividend payments to be paid in recognition of the significant value of ratepayer’s assets that the State required to be transferred at that time.

	Transactions with Urban Utilities
	June 2021
	June 2020

	
	$’000
	$’000

	Participation returns
	135,161 
	135,161 

	Tax equivalents
	71,916 
	66,821 



Q13. Provide a full breakdown of costs associated with the BrisbaneMetro information centre in Adelaide Street.

A13.	Like the Queensland Government has done for their Cross River Rail project, Council has constructed an information centre for Brisbane Metro project. The centre offers an immersive experience for all visitors, featuring state-of-the-art technology in the virtual reality and augmented reality zones, a life-size model of the Metro’s front passenger compartment and an opportunity to connect with members from the Brisbane Metro team. 
 
Augmented Reality and Virtual Reality: $40,546.00.

Graphic design: $42,120.00.

Design, approvals, building and fit-out: $624,224.17.

Q14. Advise if the costs associated with the new BrisbaneMetro information centre in Adelaide Street is part of the BrisbaneMetro budget, or is it in addition to this Budget and which Budget Schedule funds this new office?

A14.	The cost of the Brisbane Metro Information Centre is included within the Brisbane Metro budget.

Submitted by Councillor Nicole Johnston (from meeting on 17 May 2022)
Q1. Is Brisbane City Council either directly or indirectly (or through the IOC, AOC or other similar group) paying any fee or providing any funding as part of its membership and role on the World Union of Olympic Cities? 

A1.	Yes.


RISING OF COUNCIL:		6.00pm.


PRESENTED:						and CONFIRMED








	
						  CHAIR


Council officers in attendance:

Victor Tan (Council and Committee Coordinator)
Dorian Maruda (A/Senior Council and Committee Officer)
Kristy Ramirez (A/Council and Committee Officer)
Ashley Bailey (A/Council and Committee Officer)
Billy Peers (Personal Support Officer to the Lord Mayor and Council Orderly)
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