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Bpath of #His Most Grarious Majesty
King George the Sixth

The Right Honourable the LORD MAYOR then delivered the following statement :—

It is with profound regret that [ officially inform the Council of the decth of His
Late Most Gracious Majesty King George the Sixth which occurred at Sandringham
(Norfolk) on the Sixzth day of February, 1952,

. Upon receipt of the sad news | had appropricie action iaken io enable our
Citizens io pay their public tribute to our late King.

. From the day following his death until the day of the funeral the big bell of the
_le'f Hall Chimes will be muffled and toll 56 times at Noon daily, each toll represent-
g one year of His Late Majesty's age.

: To give our people an opportunity of participating in a@ Combined Memorial
Service 1 have arranged for such a Service io be held on Friday evening next at 8
P.m, at the Brisbane Exhibition Grounds. ¢

b Much has been said, and justificbly so, about His Late Majesty King George t}.]e
Sixth, and it is difficult for me to add 1o the tributes which have dlready been paid
1o his memory.

For a long time I have thoughi of His Mdjesty in the term which was applied
to him by a group of ordinary men and women on an occasion during the war when,
I company with o number of people who had suffered, he wos inspecling some par-
ticularly heavy bomb damage. :

; The people then said, 'You are a greal King,’ and [ have always thought of
him since as o truly great King. We are sometimes apt to associate greatness only
with spectercular achievements, bui greainess takes many forms. Greatness of heart,
drediness of mind, greatness of ideals, greatness of character. In all these qualities
ﬂ.le King ranked high, but perhaps he was greater still in his straightforwardness and
Simplicity,

As steel is tempered by fire, so often is character moulded by the chill winds
Of. adversity. In these the King had his share—perhaps more than his share. Trials,
tTl]imlcztions, sorrow and suffering—he knew them all. One has only to examine his
Published photographs of recent years to see the ravages which pain had made on a
noble countencnce. Yet through it all he carried on willingly, cheerfully, and uncom-
plqmingly, His Majesty’'s home and family life, so cherished by British people every-
where, vrag beyond reproach. He was a dutiful son, a loving husband, a kind and
consideraie father, o great man ond a great King. He was an honour to his Empire
and an example and inspiration to his subjects. May the rest and peace which was
denied 1o him here be his now in abundant measure.

: During his reign the King was fortunate in receiving much 'he_lp'from a loyal
helpmate and devoted wile and mother-~the Queen Mother. We. join in her sorrow
and extend our sympathies in this, her hour of great trial.

To our new Queen, so young, so fair, so gracious—so suddenly and dramatic-
aly called on to assume the awful responsibilities of a Throne—we offer our heartfelt
sympathy and pray that God will help and guide her, and give her strength to face

€ mammoth tasks that lie ahead,

Our sympathy also goes out to Princess Margaret and oll members of the
Royeal Family, May their sorrow be somewhat assuaged by the memory and excmple
of him whom they and we all mourn.”

The Right Honourable the LORD MAYOR (Alderman Sir John Chandler) then
Moved: “That on behalf of the Citizens of Brisbane, this Council make respeciful record
of our profound sorrow at the death of our late beloved Monarch, King George the Sixth,
ond express its deepest sympathy and condolence with Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth and

embers of the Royal Foamily.”
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