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[bookmark: _Toc358025695][bookmark: _Toc128755777]OPENING OF MEETING:

The Chair, Councillor David McLACHLAN, opened the meeting with prayer and acknowledged the traditional custodians, and then proceeded with the business set out in the Agenda.

Chair:	I declare the meeting open. 
	Are there any apologies?


[bookmark: _Toc128755778]APOLOGY:
423/2022-23
An apology was submitted on behalf of Councillors Fiona CUNNINGHAM and Tracy DAVIS and they were granted a leave of absence from the meeting on the motion of Councillor Sandy LANDERS, seconded by Councillor Sarah HUTTON.

Chair:	Confirmation of minutes, please.


[bookmark: _Toc128755779]MINUTES:
[bookmark: _Hlk46928709]424/2022-23
The Minutes of the 4701 meeting of Council held on 21 February 2023, copies of which had been forwarded to each Councillor, were presented, taken as read and confirmed on the motion of Councillor Sandy LANDERS, seconded by Councillor Sarah HUTTON.


[bookmark: _Toc128755780]PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:

[bookmark: _Hlk128750341]Chair: 	Councillors, we have a public participant today, Mr Peter Rasey, who requested the opportunity to address the Chamber on the legacy of Expo 88.
Thank you, Mr Rasey. You can stand or sit, depending on your preference, and your five minutes starts when the microphone has been turned on. 
Thank you.
[bookmark: _Hlk93673431]Mr Peter Rasey – The legacy of Expo 88
Mr Peter Rasey:	Mr Chair, LORD MAYOR, Councillors. I’d like to acknowledge the traditional custodians and pay my respects to the Elders past, present, and emerging, plus my great uncle, Tom Rasey, Alderman for Fortitude Valley during World War II, and Leader of the ALP Opposition after World War II. As this is the first five-year anniversary of Expo 88 since the passing of Sir Llew Edwards, I thought it worth acknowledging the legacy of Mr Expo himself.
My message is simple, but the setting more complex. In the legacy narrative of Brisbane, Anzac Day and Canon Garland’s work in bringing that about, World War II and the work of Queensland-born and first American Ambassador Richard Casey as he lobbied for Brisbane in 1941, the 1982 Commonwealth Games and the vision of Clem Jones, World Expo 88, and the extraordinary efforts of Sir Llew Edwards, the Goodwill Games and the G20. The 1982 Games delivered a world first when a mascot came alive and winked; an excellent partner to the very last Goodwill Games. We can claim Host City of a Commonwealth, a Goodwill, and an Olympic Games. It’s gold, gold, gold for Brisbane.
Looking to World Expo 88, it was, in actual fact, no such thing. It was a specialised expo called World Expo, due to the cancelled plans of Paris and the 100th anniversary of the Eiffel Tower. To Sir Llew’s great credit, we got a full-sized expo quota of visitors. Our legacy is important. We have great food. So does Melbourne. We have a great climate, almost year-round. So does Melbourne, about four times a day. Within half an hour’s drive of Brisbane, you can be in the wilds of Mt Coot-tha. Within half a day’s drive of Melbourne, you can be in the wilds of Ballarat.
Many cities, as you’ve just seen, have access to marketable attractions. Melbourne’s history and art screams at you from every corner. Brisbane needs to do the same, and that’s where city assets like the World Expo 88 art trail, a Brisbane City Council attraction—Google it if you are not aware of it—needs to be not just maintained but loved and cared for and grown where feasible and possible, but no less so than our legacies from Anzac Day through to the G20. The custodian of these legacies are you, the Councillors of the city. So, as you focus your minds on the potential legacies of 2032, remember and use these legacy events to start up higher on the ladder of marketability. You will do the excellent work of Sir Llew Edwards a great service.
In conclusion, let me touch on a couple of Expo 88 legacy facts that will surprise you. The old Victoria Bridge abutment was restored for Expo 88. It includes Daphne Mayo’s first public commission. In Anzac Square is her most important work. In the Brisbane Exhibition and Convention Centre, there is to be found the G20 Room, so named as President Obama was smitten by the Indigenous art collection on the walls. That collection was curated for and first displayed at World Expo 88. 
Nearby, the Marquette of Paradigm, made in 1988, standing at 1,988 millimetres tall, flags the Expo 88 collection in the John Oxley Library, which does run to several thousand pages of it. In Burke Park, a sculpture exists called The Rock. At Expo, it was located in front of the Australian Pavilion. It was meant to be red as in Uluru, but it was grey as in a mistake, a result of a cement truck hiccup. At the end of Expo 88, Sir Llew asked the sculptor what he would like done with the piece. Bulldoze it into the river, came the reply.
Now, lastly, the only piece of Expo 88 stood in exactly the same location, doing exactly the same function as 1988, is the World Expo 88 Rainforest Grove at Anzac Park. Canon Garland Overpass lands in the middle of it. The World War II related National Australia Remembers Freedom Wall overlooks the grove. In the Fern House, which is very close by, is a truly world-famous sculpture from Expo 88 called The Chair.
In closing, please utilise our legacies. Don’t fall into the trap of being defeatist, negative, or downcast. Sir Llew never was. He was open, goal‑oriented, and positive, and as a result, Brisbane in 1988 was the happiest place in the world, or it was until Expo closed. Thank you, Sir Llew.
Chair:	Mr Rasey, thank you. That’s your five minutes. 
	Councillor ADAMS, are you responding as DEPUTY MAYOR?
Response by the DEPUTY MAYOR (Councillor Krista ADAMS), Civic Cabinet Chair of the Economic Development and the 2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games Committee
DEPUTY MAYOR:	I am indeed, and thank you, Mr Rasey—I’ll just call you Peter—for coming in this afternoon, because I know your passion on Expo 88 and the Commonwealth Games in 1982 and thank you for coming in and taking the time to address Council today. You have had an important role helping us through the Expo 88 commemorations we’ve had over the years. It wasn’t until I saw your name come up to speak today that I had forgotten it was 35 years this year—which makes me feel extremely old—since Expo 88 was here in our city, as well. 
We’ve had many significant events, as you’ve mentioned, over the years since then with Goodwill Games and G20. Legacy is a word that we’ve been hearing a lot about over the last couple of years. We’ve got our sights set on the Brisbane 2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games, and we’ve got an incredible opportunity to think about what those new legacies are going to be created for future generations for Brisbane, as well.
Legacy is not just about remembering events in the past. It’s also about what is left behind after everything is said and done. I think 35 years on, we are still learning about some of our legacies from Expo 88. South Bank is one of our most iconic precincts, and it changes and it grows except for, as you mentioned, the Rainforest Garden, which is still there and looking very, very lush. We will continue to evolve through that and other parts of the city as we move on, as well. I know one that is very close to your heart is the Human Factor series, some of Expo’s most beloved attractions, and they have been reinstated after restoration to form some of our best public art trails, as well, alongside some of the installations that you mentioned in your speech, as well.
We’re really excited to see what’s going to come out of the 2032 Games, and art and culture is going to remain a big focus for the legacy in our city, as well. Looking forward at legacy, we also need to look at the long-lasting benefits that will help our city grow in the years to come, as well. There is going to be transformational change that will come from the Games, so fast‑tracking major transport infrastructure, the renewal of our inner city precincts and, of course, the enormous economic benefits that we’re going to get flowing into Brisbane and South East Queensland.
Tourism opportunities will grow, like Lumina for the Story Bridge Climb, so even just talent attraction and retention to support businesses in the years to come, as well. We have a great chance with just under 10 years until 2032 to turn all of these bold aspirations into reality and drive the economic outcome for the city, and make sure we are a city and destination for the world stage. We kind of woke up in 1982—I remember it, I was very young, but my dad was on the Committee, so it was very much a conversation piece in our family, as well. We have grown from that big country city and we’re looking forward to seeing what the next 10 years are going to be like. Thank you.
Chair:	Thank you. 
	Thank you, Mr Rasey, for coming in. Billy will show you out. 


[bookmark: _Toc128755781]QUESTION TIME:

[bookmark: _Hlk93673445]Chair:	Councillors, Question Time. 
	Are there any questions of the LORD MAYOR or a Civic Cabinet Chair of any of the Standing Committees? 
	Councillor ATWOOD.
Question 1
Councillor ATWOOD:	Thank you. My question is to the LORD MAYOR. 
	LORD MAYOR, applications for your Women in Business grant have now closed, and assessments are now complete. Can you please update the Chamber on some of the successful candidates from this year’s program, including how this grant program is helping female business owners get ahead?
Chair:	Thank you. 
	LORD MAYOR.
LORD MAYOR:	Thank you, Councillor ATWOOD, and a really pertinent and timely question, and one that I know you care deeply about and also this side of the Chamber cares deeply about. Now, for the second year in a row, we have had the Lord Mayor’s Women in Business grants. It was initially to be a one-off thing, but the response from the first round showed that it was just so important and valuable that we wanted to keep it going. We received an incredible level of interest this year once again, and I can confirm that we were successful in awarding 52 grants in the latest round, and these are grants of up to $5,000 to women in business in Brisbane. 
Now, at the moment, we see that around 36% of businesses in Brisbane are led by women. Now, until that is equivalent with the number of women in our community, we’ve got work to do. We want to see that number rise and grow. The good news is that COVID actually saw a big increase in the number of women going into business. Obviously, COVID changed a lot of things about the way that people work and live and their priorities and the way that they work in different ways, and one of those things was a big increase in the number of women starting their own businesses. This is great to see and is something that we want to support. 
So, until we have that level driven up to the 50% where it should be, we’ll keep working to support women in business in our community. This initiative is in addition to the whole range of other items that we do to support small business in our community, whether it’s the seven-day payments for small businesses that are contracting with Council, whether it’s the Brisbane Business Hub, our Local Buy policy, our Business Hotline, the Brisbane app—which is all about supporting Brisbane and Brisbane’s business—our Local Business Partnership Initiative, Suburban Business Hubs, Business Liaison Officers, our Small Business Roundtable, our Village Precinct Projects, our Business Excellence Workshop, the list goes on. We are absolutely dedicated to supporting local business.
It was great to visit last week one of our grant recipients, the amazing Helen Bayley, who founded a company called Lovestar. Lovestar was a project that came out of, effectively, postnatal depression or postpartum depression, where Helen decided she would take her creativity and her passion for creating things and turn it into a business. From that small start, she has grown it into this amazing business which continues to kick goals, and now is selling her product all around the world. It’s an online business. It started off with selling a few things in one of the local markets. It went online and now the demand for her product exceeds the ability to supply those products.
The great thing is the products are being manufactured right here in Northgate. Local manufacturing of these wonderful vases—and they’re vases that come in the shape of many things. They’re acrylic, and all of the work is done in the Northgate factory. I had the opportunity to visit that factory and see the creations being made. Some of the vases are in the shape of a love heart, hence Lovestar, but there are also some other really unique vases. You can see on the Lovestar website the opportunities there. Just one example of so many and, in fact, 52 women achieving amazing things in business.
One of the other grant recipients was Sarah Hamilton, who founded Bee Yourself. Sarah quit her corporate job in 2013 to launch Bee Yourself, a beekeeping and consulting business, growing the presence of native, stingless bees across the Australian East Coast. Now, we’ve all seen the massive growth in interest in native bees and people wanting to keep native bees, and Sarah is leading the way in that respect with a business that’s related to setting up and keeping native bees. 
There are so many other examples that I can go to in the 52 grant recipients, but even beyond that, there are so many more that we’re looking forward to supporting in the coming years. With last year’s grant recipients and this year’s, we’ve already been able to support 100 women in business in their business endeavours. We’re looking forward to growing that in the future and continuing this wonderful project ahead in the coming years. Thank you, Mr Chair.
Chair:	Thank you. 
	Further questions? 
	Councillor CASSIDY.
Question 2
Councillor CASSIDY:	Thanks very much, Chair. My question is to the LORD MAYOR. 
	LORD MAYOR, you have now been caught out spreading lies and misinformation regarding the genuine community campaign for the Stafford Bowls Club to remain publicly owned and accessible. There is even more mystery surrounding the deal to hand over the lease to the Brisbane Racing Club (BRC) now, with their CEO claiming BRC have been a party to the original lease since 2019, which was news to everybody. Will you now apologise for your smears on community members and clean up this mess you created by starting this process again?
Chair:	LORD MAYOR.
LORD MAYOR:	Thank you, Mr Chair. There’s only one person that needs to apologise, and it is the Leader of the Opposition, who continues week after week, day after day, to spread lies and mistruths about this matter. Now, let’s go through the facts on this matter. There’s a suggestion or a claim by Labor or Opposition Councillors that somehow, it’s unusual that a lease will be transferred from one party to another. This has happened more than 10 times since 2018, more than 10 times.
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	It is a very common thing to happen. It’s happened more than 10 times in recent years, and how many times has Labor raised concerns?
Councillors interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	Zero, or if you count this one, this is the first. This is the first. This is a very ordinary thing to happen.
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	It’s happened multiple times, yet they have never raised concerns in the past.
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	As I have pointed out—
Chair:	Councillor STRUNK.
Councillor STRUNK:	As I have pointed out in the past, what we’ve seen here is a competitive process was undertaken, which awarded the lease originally to Crushers Leagues Club, and in that competitive process, we got the best possible outcome through that competitive process for the community, that same lease with the same conditions and requirements, the same high level of investment, the same return to the community was transferred from one party to another. Why? Because Crushers was unable to proceed with their arrangement that they had intended to proceed with. Through a competitive process, we got what was agreed to be the best outcome at the time. Labor voted for that lease.
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	They were quite happy with the Crushers arrangement, yet an identical arrangement—
Councillors interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	—an identical arrangement, they’re suddenly—
Councillors interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	—trying to convince people that they’re against. Actually, it’s not quite identical. It’s better than what Crushers have put forward. It is better.
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	A better arrangement still. Now, would you believe that time and time again, not only have we seen leases transferred as very much a business as usual kind of procedure, but we have also seen time after time clubs that have poker machines supported, not only by Councillors in this Chamber, but by Labor Councillors in this Chamber. Just recently, we saw, in recent years, one in Councillor CASSIDY’s own ward. In fact, the Aspley Leagues Club, which is at O’Callaghan Park, Zillmere Road, Zillmere. Councillor CASSIDY was asked for his feedback on the renewal of this lease, noting that the lease included gaming machines and Councillor CASSIDY responded saying he supports the application and the renewal of the lease.
Councillors interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	The transfer is a common thing, happening more than 10 times in just the last few years. The renewal or the awarding of a lease to—
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Point of order, Mr Chair.
LORD MAYOR:	—an organisation with poker machines is a common thing.
Chair:	Point of order to you, Councillor JOHNSTON.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	I just have some concerns about the LORD MAYOR disclosing information provided by a Councillor to Council about a statutory process, and that being disclosed in here without the consent of the officers or the Councillor involved. I find that to be incredibly problematic. Mr Chairman, I seek your advice on whether it is appropriate for the LORD MAYOR to be disclosing that information without the consent of the parties involved.
Chair:	Councillor JOHNSTON, that is not a proper point of order. If you want to pursue that, I suggest you do so by other means.
LORD MAYOR:	Thank you, Mr Chair. Look, Councillor JOHNSTON should brush up on what a public record is. It’s a public record. It’s not a secret record. It’s a public record here, and when a Councillor—
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Point of order, Mr Chair.
LORD MAYOR:	—is asked whether they support something or not—
Chair:	Point of order to you, Councillor JOHNSTON.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	I assume the LORD MAYOR then has gone through the request process, the statutory Right to Information process, and has followed the statutory process set down in the City of Brisbane Act about the acquisition of information in this Council—
Chair:	Councillor JOHNSTON, that is not a proper point of order.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	—because I’m not the person who just disclosed something. A Councillor wrote to a Council officer without getting their permission to release it.
Chair:	Councillor JOHNSTON—
Councillor interjecting.
Chair:	Councillor JOHNSTON, I refer you to my previous response—
Councillor interjecting.
Chair:	—to your earlier point of order. If you believe there are issues that have been raised by the LORD MAYOR’s response, you are entitled to raise them by other means.
LORD MAYOR:	Thank you, Mr Chair. Just for those watching along, what’s happening here—
Councillor CASSIDY:	Point of order.
LORD MAYOR:	—is someone’s been caught out—
Chair:	Point of order to you, Councillor CASSIDY.
LORD MAYOR:	—and the Labor defence team here is speaking up.
Chair:	LORD MAYOR, point of order to Councillor CASSIDY.
Councillor CASSIDY:	On relevance, this question was about the Stafford Bowls Club, about the LORD MAYOR’s lies and his smears on members of the community. That’s what this question is about, Chair. I asked whether the LORD MAYOR would apologise to those community members which he has lied about and which he has smeared, and if he will restart the process.
Councillor OWEN:	Point of order, Mr Chair.
Chair:	Councillor—
Councillor CASSIDY:	He can say no, he doesn’t want to restart the process if he wants—
Chair:	Councillor CASSIDY, you’re now debating—

Councillor CASSIDY:	—but he needs to answer the question.
Chair:	Councillor CASSIDY, please sit—you’re now debating your point of order. I don’t—your point of order is not valid.
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	Councillor CASSIDY was talking about apologies, and I was pointing out that the only person that should be apologising is him, and I was explaining exactly why that is.
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	Now, apparently when a Councillor either supports or, I guess, objects or doesn’t support a lease on a sports organisation or some kind of community organisation, Councillor JOHNSTON wants all that to be kept secret. That’s what we’re hearing then.
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	She wants Councillors’ views on things to be kept secret.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Point of order.
Chair:	Point of order to you, Councillor JOHNSTON.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Claim to be misrepresented.
Chair:	Noted.
LORD MAYOR:	What we’re seeing here is Councillor CASSIDY being exposed in a hypocritical situation, a very hypocritical situation where the two issues that have been raised repeatedly on this are the transfer of the lease and the poker machines. He’s been caught out on both of them. Never had a concern about transfer of lease before. Never had a concern about poker machines before. And suddenly, he wants the community to believe that he is the white knight charging through and is red hot on this issue. The reality is this is a case of Councillor CASSIDY misleading the community and he should apologise.
Chair:	Thank you. 
	Your point of misrepresentation, Councillor JOHNSTON.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Yes. The LORD MAYOR stated that I believed that correspondence about leases should be kept as secret. That’s not what I said. The LORD MAYOR has misrepresented me because he has disclosed correspondence between two parties with whom he is not a party to that disclosure—
Chair:	Thank you, Councillor JOHNSTON.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	—and he has not sought the official approval through the normal Council processes to do so.
Chair:	Thank you, Councillor JOHNSTON. You have raised your point of misrepresentation. 
	Further questions? 
	Councillor HUTTON.
Question 3
Councillor HUTTON:	Thank you, Chair. My question is to the Chair of Economic Development and the Brisbane 2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games Committee, Councillor ADAMS. 
	DEPUTY MAYOR, last year, the Schrinner Council sought feedback from residents about our Inner Spark project, an engagement piece on what locals would like to see Brisbane look like in time for the Brisbane 2032 Games and beyond. Can you please update the Chamber on the latest in this project?
Chair:	DEPUTY MAYOR.
DEPUTY MAYOR:	Thank you, Councillor HUTTON, and thank you for the question because, as we heard from Mr Rasey, the excitement is building about thinking about our future of Brisbane and, in particular the inner city, in time for the 2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games, but also beyond—the 10 years now and the 10 years beyond. Just as we’ve heard how Expo 88 has transformed parts of our city forever, physically and culturally, we know that hosting the Games in 2032 is giving us an opportunity of a lifetime to reimagine and plan for the next evolution of Brisbane. 
We are leading into one of the most important decades in our city’s history. Unprecedented growth, which we’ve seen off the back of many things over the last couple of years, but more than anything, unstoppable momentum as we go forward, as well. As it stands today, our inner city is home to almost a quarter of Brisbane residents and over half a million workers. This is only going to intensify over the coming years, with more and more people choosing to live close to where they work, close to major public transport, and of course close to the action in 2032, as well. Our inner city precincts will play a critical role for ongoing job creation, economic growth, and housing. 
Major projects like Brisbane Metro, Cross River Rail, our green bridges—they unlock an amazing range of possibilities for the way that people move around our city and how our city centre functions. We are already well on our way, but there is a lot of work to be done and the Olympics is that vehicle to get the work done that needed to be done, anyway. The enormity of the task is not lost on us, and that’s why we started the conversation with Brisbane community last year to spark the biggest and brightest ideas for the future of our inner city. Many of you will remember the Ideas Fiesta that took place in 2013—probably less than I think really when I look around, LORD MAYOR, but a huge success, bringing together thousands of people from across Brisbane in a creative conversation. 
It was thoughts like and big ideas like Howard Smith Wharves, QueensPlaza, our green bridges programs, that started in that conversation in 2013, and no doubt changing those ideas into reality helped us land the job of hosting the 2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games. Last year, we initiated the Inner Spark by putting a call out for big ideas from industry design experts, universities, to form a basis of a citywide engagement program. Over a six-month period last year, we held more than 30 workshops and community events. We spoke to close to 7,000 people face-to-face. 
We had a combined social media and website reach of more than 730,000 engagements, generated 2,000 unique ideas with 30,000 votes cast for the favourite idea. No ideas were off limits. Big and small and we heard them all. While some of the ideas were perhaps a little out there and may not actually see the light of day, the important thing was about starting the conversation and starting to think about those possibilities, because all these ideas were captured through common themes and priorities for what people wanted to see for planning for the future in Brisbane.
So, what did we hear? Residents told us they loved how green and clean our city is. They wanted to see us continue with greener streets and buildings getting closer to nature. More festivals. More cultural and sporting events. We heard that everybody is proud of our outdoor city with brilliant sunshine almost year-round, so creating a walkable city to get around with more access to the river was important to residents. Places that reflect and celebrate our First Nations culture. A greater promotion of Brisbane as a destination for tourism, business, education. More to see and do in creating opportunities for business to thrive. All these ideas start to weave together and create a new strategy and framework for the inner city. Celebrating the things we love most about our city and focusing on our strengths to create a city that is alive with opportunities.
I encourage everybody to get on the website and have a look at the big book of ideas, at some of the biggest hits that we had. Again, some of them may not be delivered. Some of them have definitely started the conversation on how they could be delivered. I’m still not sure about the Olympic pool swimming up and down the river—great idea, or closing the Riverside Expressway to all traffic and making it a high line, but that’s the type of thinking we’re talking about. Big, bold, and how do we harness that into things that we can do to make sure everybody has their say, as well? It’s all about making the Brisbane of tomorrow even better than the Brisbane of today, in 10 years’ time and 10 years to come.
I’m excited to share more of this with you when the strategy is finalised and we can work to make some of these ideas a reality. Thank you, Mr Chair.
Chair:	Thank you, DEPUTY MAYOR. 
	Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN.
Question 4
Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN:	Thanks, Chair. My question is to Councillor ALLAN, Chair of City Planning. 
	Councillor ALLAN, in addition to being the LNP Councillor for Northgate Ward, you’re the Chair of City Planning, holding significant influence over where new development occurs and what kinds of housing is constructed. You have more power than almost anyone else in this city to help address the housing crisis. My question to you is, do you want housing costs in Brisbane to get cheaper? That is, do you want residential property prices to keep falling and do you want rents in this city to fall?
Chair:	Councillor ALLAN.
Councillor ALLAN:	Thank you, Mr Chair, and I thank Councillor SRI for the question. Now, ultimately, housing prices in the city are a market function. Clearly, Council’s role in this particular instance is to ensure that we put the right housing in the right locations, that we provide latent supply, and that’s done through City Plan, City Plan amendments, and also the work done in our development services team to approve applications as they come in.
Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN:	Point of order.
Councillor ALLAN:	Let me answer the question. What our role is, is to provide latent supply. How housing hits the market is a function of many, many factors, most of which we have no influence on.
Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN:	Point of order, Chair.
Chair:	Point of order to you, Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN.
Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN:	The question was very straightforward. It was, does Councillor ALLAN want housing to get cheaper. It’s not about what the Council is doing or what the Council can and can’t do.
Chair:	Councillor—
Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN:	It’s, does he want housing to get cheaper?
Chair:	Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN, your question was actually in two parts with a preamble which talked about Councillor ALLAN’s role as the City Planning Chair, as well as your—
Councillor interjecting.
Chair:	—question at the end of it. The Chair is being relevant to the question.
Councillor ALLAN:	I think, yes, it is important to put this in context. So we provide latent supply, and the objective of that is to put more supply in the market to ensure that there is housing available—different types of housing at different price points in the city. What we’re seeing to do is ensure that affordability is as good as it can be, to ensure that the types of product are in the right locations and that the product available is of a diverse nature, so that we have different price points for different people across the city. Certainly, my objective is to try and ensure that housing in Brisbane is more affordable, that we have product around the city that’s right for different residents. So, in answer to Councillor SRI’s question, what I want to see is better affordability across the city, that product is available—
Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN:	Point of order, Chair.
Councillor ALLAN:	—and if you can’t interpret what I’m saying—
Chair:	Point of—point of—
Councillor ALLAN:	—that’s your problem.
Chair:	Point of order, please.
Councillor interjecting.
Chair:	Point of order to you, Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN.
Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN:	I’m sorry, but the question was simply does he want housing to get cheaper? That’s a direct question, and I’d really like a direct yes or no answer.
Councillor ALLAN:	Well, look, I don’t think the question is that simple. I think—
Chair:	Excuse me, just—I’ll rule on that. I believe the Chair is being relevant to the question, Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN.
Councillor ALLAN:	Certainly, our objective is to make housing in the city more affordable. Ultimately, if we achieve that outcome, there will be improved pricing in different parts of the city, but at the end of the day, this is very much a market driven issue. We don’t hold all the levers here, but we’re doing everything we can to make housing in the city more affordable, and it’s up to Councillor SRI to interpret what I’m saying there. But ultimately, we want to make housing more affordable. We want to ensure that as many people as possible can get into a home, and that will continue to be our objective.
Chair:	Thank you. 
	Further questions? 
	Councillor LANDERS.
Question 5
Councillor LANDERS:	My question is to the Chair of the Community, Arts and Nighttime Economy Committee, Councillor HOWARD. Councillor HOWARD, the Schrinner Council is proud to support Night Feast, a month-long celebration of food and art at the Brisbane Powerhouse. Can you please update the Chamber on this event, including how residents can make their way there?
Chair:	Councillor HOWARD.
Councillor HOWARD:	Well, thank you, Mr Chair, and I thank Councillor LANDERS for the question and for her interest in the new and exciting activation that will give the residents of Brisbane and visitors so much more to see and do here in Brisbane. With such an exciting opportunity on offer for the residents of Brisbane, I would like to update the Chamber what culinary options will be on offer throughout the Night Feast, what sensory experiences residents can expect, and what the Schrinner Council is doing to maximise the activation of this amazing space. I know that the sensational Brisbane Powerhouse team have been firing on all cylinders in preparation for the inaugural Night Feast, which is set to bring the Brisbane Powerhouse and parts of New Farm Park alive throughout the month of March. 
Plan to be a vivid and vibrant combination of feasting and immersive public art. Night Feast will be an event unlike anything Brisbane has experienced before. Running from 1 to 26 March, Night Feast will have many of Brisbane’s best chefs rolling up their sleeves to showcase their signature dishes with a range of delicious dishes on offer to suit all tastes and budgets. A line-up of more than 15 gourmet greats will be putting on their signature dishes throughout the month of March, including hatted chef Philip Johnson, representing e’cco bistro, Lyndon Tyres from Donna Chang, and celebrated winemaker, Dave Cush of City Winery. 
There will be many amazing dishes on offer throughout the Night Feast, and a sampling of what Brisbane residents can expect to be on offer include soy braised beef cheek, Asian herb salad and crispy shallots, scallop and prawn wontons with black vinegar and chilli, and buttermilk-fried lobster and bug, apple and fennel slaw brioche served with Old Bay crisps. How good does that sound? Night Feast will also be including an open fire pit for roasting, a dedicated dessert bar, quality cocktails, and an award-winning wine list, all designed for communal feasting and entertainment throughout the month. While the dishes alone are enough to make anyone’s mouth water, they will be coupled with an immersive and outdoor neon noir environment that is set to completely transform the Brisbane Powerhouse space.
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor HOWARD:	Yes, indeed, Councillor MURPHY. A mesmerising site design, imagined by Dark Mofo’s Bruce McKinven, will feature immersive installations, roaming performances, and DJ sets. It’s set to surprise and delight the senses, creating a transformative cultural experience for the residents of Brisbane. Enjoy the Night Feast. Entry to the Night Feast will be free for all residents to attend and will also feature a range of sensory art activations for residents to enjoy in-between the culinary experience. 
Some of what residents can also expect include the Brisbane Constellation, a series of immersive, site-specific installations that transform spaces into fantasies of sound and light by internationally recognised and critically acclaimed Australian-based artist, Robin Fox. Steam Works, which will consist of four large industrial fog generators activated twice daily, enveloping the space in thick, enveloping steam, generating a temporary illusion and invoking a bygone time; and The Arcade, which will allow visitors to explore a forgotten den of gaming and sound, and discover the gaming relics from decades past within. That’s quite appropriate, I think, given some of our earlier discussions. 
Whilst there will be many culinary and sensory activations on offer throughout the Night Feast, the precinct will also be coming alive each night with a range of artistic performances scheduled throughout the event, including performances by artists such as Akala Newman, Mark Crotti, Nicole McKinney, and Paris Irwin. While I don’t have enough time to list every experience on offer throughout the Night Feast, I can assure the Chamber today that the range of experiences on offer will mean that every visit to the precinct will be a unique one. To support the Brisbane Powerhouse to the fullest extent, and to ensure that as many residents can experience this free event, we are also taking steps to ensure that our transport network can be prepared to get as many persons to the event as possible. 
Beginning on 1 March and running until the final night on Sunday 26 March, Council will be operating free bus services to the Powerhouse five nights a week on Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday nights. The service will operate on a loop that will give patrons the opportunity to travel from the CBD to the Powerhouse and then back to the CBD, should it be required. The service is expected to begin before dusk at 4.30 with services running approximately every 20 minutes, with the last service running until about 9pm. 
Chair:	Councillor HOWARD, your time has expired. 
	Further questions? 
	Councillor CASSIDY.
Question 6
Councillor CASSIDY:	Thanks very much, Chair. My question is to the LORD MAYOR. 
	LORD MAYOR, the LNP Councillor for the Bracken Ridge Ward, Councillor Sandy LANDERS, met with members from a local netball club and told them there is no funding available to expand Council’s netball courts at Fitzgibbon. Netball is a growing sport and clubs across the city are bursting at the seams. It’s clear that there is money for a $400 million increase to inner city projects like the Brisbane Metro, but not much for much-needed sporting facilities. LORD MAYOR, why do you prioritise the inner city over sporting infrastructure in Bracken Ridge? 
Chair:	LORD MAYOR.
LORD MAYOR:	I don’t, and once again, we see Councillor CASSIDY telling porkies here because—
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	—if I was asked to believe Councillor LANDERS and Councillor CASSIDY, who am I going to believe?
Councillors interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	Who’s got the rap sheet as long as your arm? It’s Councillor CASSIDY. I believe Councillor LANDERS, who has confirmed just now she said nothing of that kind. I would simply say, we have a proud record of investing in the suburbs of Brisbane, which is why 86% of all budget funding goes to the suburbs. It’s why we have invested in record amounts into upgrading parks and greenspace and sporting fields all across Brisbane. We will continue to do this. Bracken Ridge has had significant investment—
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	—over the period of successive Lord Mayors, in fact. We will continue to invest in the suburbs and our record is very clear on this, but Councillor CASSIDY’s record on porkies is very clear, too. Thank you, Mr Chair.
Chair:	Further questions? 
	Councillor—
Councillor interjecting.
Chair:	Oh, sorry. Where am I? 
	Councillor HAMMOND, sorry.
Question 7
Councillor HAMMOND:	Thank you, Mr Chair. My question is to the Chair of Infrastructure Committee, Councillor WINES. Councillor WINES, Stage 1 of the Moggill Road Corridor Upgrade has made significant progress since construction began. Can you please update the Chamber on the latest in this project, including any important updates for local residents? 
Chair:	Councillor WINES.
Councillor WINES:	Thank you, Mr Chair, and thank you to Councillor HAMMOND for the question. The Moggill Road roundabout or, excuse me, the Moggill Road Corridor Upgrade project, of which Stage 1 is the Indooroopilly roundabout removal, is moving along at a good pace. There has been a number of key milestones that have occurred in the recent past that indicate that things are coming along in that space. The conversion from the roundabout to the T‑intersection has improved safety already. Councillors may recall that that was actually one of the proposals, was the conversion to a T-intersection before we decided to make it, effectively, a road open level crossing. 
The works there, from what you can see at the moment, the creation of the T‑intersection as well as the road base is starting to appear out of the earth, which will be the approach to the new bridge that we’re building, and the piling work has begun. You can see, in those instances, there are a number of piles that have been dug. It’ll be an in-place piling, there’ll be concrete cast in a vertical manner to create this new bridge, which I can assure residents will not be piledriven, but rather cast in place, which I think will provide some reassurance for local residents. Now, just for context, I want to remind Councillors that, in the three years leading up to the commencement of the project, there were 18 hospitalisations as a result of collisions at this roundabout. 
Some people who are familiar with the roundabout believe that there was no concern and that it was fine the way it was. Well, I disagree, it is extremely unusual to have lanes come and go on a roundabout, to have a set of lights on a roundabout, and it’s not acceptable to me to have that many hospitalisations as a result of collisions on a roundabout. I would also note Councillor ADERMANN, his contribution a moment ago, his residents stand to benefit a great deal. I know the big issue in the western suburbs is Moggill Road. If you ask people, it’s how does Moggill Road improve and how does traffic on there or reduction of traffic congestion improve their way of life? 
Now, I will say that the biggest issue in the Moggill Road Corridor Upgrade project is actually things that you cannot see. That is one of the issues that we’ve been having. A huge amount of work occurs underground. So, while within the project, we’ve been engaging with a whole range of service providers, whether they be water, sewer, telecommunications, electricity, have all been involved in this project, as well as our own drainage teams which are an internal group. Now, I actually was planning on making mention of this in my report later today, but I—and so, as a result, I actually have some images which I’ll table which sort of show the kind of works that we’re creating. 
The old Optus pipes, these orange ones, and a brand new set of Telstra is set here, and that’s a good example of the sort of work that’s occurred underground and can’t be seen. Another example of that sort of thing, I was privileged to have a tour of the drainage works at Moggill Road, at the Indooroopilly roundabout and you can see that is yours truly, this figure here, and this is the drain that is being constructed as part of the project, as well. It’s important to remember that this is actually a very important drainage way for that Indooroopilly community and that partial Taringa community there.
I just wanted to make mention of the size of the works that are occurring in that location. One of the problems we’re having is that you can’t see them, and so people don’t necessarily give you credit for the work. The other thing is you don’t necessarily get the cooperation you’d like from external service providers that you would wish to hit your own milestones. Can I thank our officers for their work in that place, and can I also mention that, starting at eight o’clock tomorrow morning, for a 36-hour period—maximum 36-hour period, we’ll have to do water upgrades inside the roundabout area which will reduce lanes on Moggill Road, from two in each direction to one in each direction for that maximum 36-hour period. 
Now, the reason we have to—the communication of that has been made through the letterbox, through the internet, on the website, and VMS (variable message sign) boards. We’ve made it clear. As I say, maximum 36-hour period. It is a necessary upgrade to the water system that will benefit residents in the long term. While they may not see it, it is important, and we are working to very strict timeframes. I apologise in advance for any inconvenience which is likely, and I thank residents for their patience.
Chair:	Thank you, Councillor WINES. Your time has expired. 
	Further questions? 
	Councillor CASSIDY.
Question 8
Councillor CASSIDY:	Thanks very much, Chair. My question is to the LORD MAYOR. 
	LORD MAYOR, do you lose sleep over the fact that on your watch, 80,000 tonnes of organic waste goes into landfill each year, causing devastating emissions for the climate?
Chair:	LORD MAYOR.
LORD MAYOR:	What I really lose sleep about is Labor’s plan to cut the weekly waste collection service—
Councillors interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	—the red-top bin, to fortnightly, because that will be a massive reduction, the biggest reduction we’ve seen in the history of the city in waste services. That is what I would lose sleep about, and I think if the residents of Brisbane knew Labor’s secret plan, they would lose sleep about it, as well, because we know that they care about these basic services. People have a right to expect that their red-top bin will be collected every week, not every fortnight, every week. Particularly if you come from a larger household, where just the size of the household and the number of people in it, whether it is a family group or whether it is a share house, the amount of waste generated—
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	—might be low per person, but the number of people in that household adds that waste level up. Certainly, they will be very concerned to know about Labor’s plan to cut the red-top bin collection to fortnightly. I can tell you that, whatever happens going forward, this is not part of our plan. This is not part of our plan. Our plan is to increase the alternative recycling opportunities available to people, as we’re doing through our current green waste food recycling trial with 6,000 households. Our plan is to increase the amount of services available to people and increase the recycling of various kinds of resources, whether it’s through the yellow-top bin or the green-top bin. That’s our plan. Our plan is about increasing services and increasing opportunities to Brisbane residents, not reducing them like Labor wants to do.
Councillor CASSIDY:	Point of order, Chair.
Chair:	Point of order to you, Councillor CASSIDY.
Councillor CASSIDY:	The LORD MAYOR is required to answer the question. He has five minutes to do it. It was a very simple question, yes or no. Does he lose sleep over the fact that, on his watch—
Chair:	Thank you—thank you, Councillor—
Councillor CASSIDY:	—80,000 tonnes of organic material is dumped into landfill?
Chair:	Thank you, Councillor CASSIDY, The LORD MAYOR has answered the question and he sat down. 
	Councillor ADERMANN.
Councillor interjecting.
Question 9
Councillor ADERMANN:	Yes, thank you, Chair. My question is to the Chair of the Transport Committee, Councillor MURPHY. 
	Last week, we heard from the LORD MAYOR about Council’s rebuild and recovery efforts since the 2022 floods. Can you please update the Chamber on the latest milestone within the Transport portfolio? 
Chair:	Thank you. 
	Councillor MURPHY.
Councillor MURPHY:	Thank you, Mr Chair, and through you, to Councillor ADERMANN for the question. As this Chamber is well aware, this week marks one year since the devastating February flood and last week, we heard from the LORD MAYOR some of the stats around the sheer volume of work that this Council has undertaken over the past 12 months to restore our assets. That includes our transport network, Mr Chair. During the event, every single one of our 21 ferry terminals sustained some level of damage. We all know how strong the river currents were during the floods and just how much debris travelled down the river, including boats and pontoons. 
We have been hard at work for the last year to fix them. We’ve undertaken some serious repairs, making sure our terminals can come back online as soon as possible. We were able to get our first ferry services back up and running within three months of the flood, 60% of the terminals were open by mid‑May, and we’ve had 90% open since Christmas. Yesterday, we reached an extremely exciting milestone. I’m pleased to report, Mr Chair, that every single one of our terminals has now been reopened and returned to service.
Councillors interjecting.
Councillor MURPHY:	The final two terminals, North Quay and Regatta, opened from the first service on Monday, which completed our Ferry Terminal Recovery program. It’s very exciting to see that residents and visitors can now travel the entire stretch of our river, from Northshore Hamilton through to UQ (University of Queensland), St Lucia. It’s also great news for commuters, as the reopening also means the return of the Western Express CityCat, which runs between West End and QUT (Queensland University of Technology), stopping at Guyatt Park, Regatta, and North Quay. It’s been no small feat, I should say, Chair, to reach this milestone. We have to remember, in 2011, we lost seven ferry terminals, and it took years before they were fully rebuilt. 
This time around, our terminals fared much better, but it doesn’t mean that the repairs were simple fixes. There were a number of moving parts with many components needing fixing, from handrails, signage, cladding and fender piles, to the gangways themselves. North Quay and Regatta were the most damaged terminals due to their location in the river. It’s there that they faced the strongest currents and where they collected the most debris. I’m sure we can all remember images of these terminals now 12 months on. That means that gangways for these terminals needed to be completely rebuilt, with the repair works being undertaken by a number of local marine specialists, along with a suite of supporting trades.
Chair, this was one of the worst floods Brisbane has ever experienced, but we are building back better as part of our rebuild and recovery efforts. Each of our flood-resilient terminals has been built back better, with specialist marine contractors altering the gangway release mechanisms so that they swing open sooner in the event of another flood. This work has lowered the water level at which the gangways open during future events by half a metre, which reduces the risk of damage. These flood-resilient ferry terminals are, of course, a world first, and we have learnt the valuable lessons from this last flood to improve their design even further as a result of 2011 and now 2022.
Most importantly, I would like to thank the team who have been working hard to get our terminals and services back online as soon as possible. Of course, firstly, our wonderful workers, the workers who have been completing the repairs to our terminals, but also the team from RiverCity Ferries who have been a great partner to Council during this process. I know that last year has been extremely hard work for our Council officers, as well, but this is an achievement that the team should be very proud of, and one that I know Brisbane residents and all Councillors in this Chamber will be genuinely grateful for.
I’d like to particularly thank Dean Morse and Adelaide Anderson and their respective teams from City Projects Office and TPO (Transport Planning and Operations), who have led Council’s coordination on the repairs. Sue Phillips and Vicki Hoskins and their colleagues in Transport for Brisbane, who have been ably supporting them and coordinating the return of services alongside RiverCity Ferries. As soon as the floods hit, a cross-disciplinary flood recovery team assembled, and I cannot thank them enough for the work that they have done over the past few months. I also want to thank residents for the patience that they have shown while we worked through our flood repairs. I’m looking forward to keeping the community updated on the progress of our next ferry terminal project.
Our whole network is now back, but that is just the beginning. Now we can return our focus, Chair, to our program of new and upgraded ferry terminals and our rollout of new double-decker CityCats. We know, Chair, that Brisbane residents love the brown snake and we do, too. We know that LORD MAYOR Adrian SCHRINNER and his team are committed to growing and enhancing the ferry network. We have more next-generation CityCats coming. We have more terminals coming, too. Offsite works are already underway for Dockside and Mowbray Park, and CityCat 28 will be delivered in a few months’ time.
Chair:	Councillor MURPHY—
Councillor MURPHY:	Chair, this is a team that loves our river and will do everything—
Chair:	—your time has expired—
Councillor MURPHY:	—we can do to continue supporting it.
Chair:	—and that ends Question Time for today. 
	LORD MAYOR, Establishment and Coordination Committee (E&C) report of 20 February, please.
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The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR (Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER), Chair of the Establishment and Coordination Committee, moved, seconded by the DEPUTY MAYOR (Councillor Krista ADAMS), that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 20 February 2023, be adopted. 

Chair:	LORD MAYOR.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Point of order.
Chair:	Point of order to you, Councillor JOHNSTON.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Yes, I refer the LORD MAYOR to item B in the E&C report regarding stormwater drainage in Spring Hill. In paragraph 11 of that report, it states that Council conducted the Carrol Lane, Spring Hill drainage investigation. Can the LORD MAYOR please tell us the approximate date, month and year, if that’s a possibility, of when that drainage investigation report was prepared.
Chair:	Thank you, Councillor JOHNSTON. 
	LORD MAYOR.
LORD MAYOR:	Thank you, Mr Chair. I’m sure the Chair will answer Councillor JOHNSTON’s question. I don’t have that information specifically to hand.
Before I move to the items in front of us, we will just reflect for a moment on the lighting up of the assets, as I always do. Tonight, the Story Bridge, Victoria Bridge and Reddacliff Place will be lit up in blue, pink, green and purple to support Rare Disease Day. Rare Disease Day is the globally coordinated movement for rare diseases, working towards equity in social opportunity, healthcare, and access to therapies for people living with rare diseases.
Tomorrow night, the Story Bridge, Victoria Bridge, Tropical Dome and Reddacliff Place will be lit up in purple to support Make March Purple. Make March Purple is a nationwide campaign supported by epilepsy organisations across the country. Every 33 minutes, a person suffers an epileptic episode.
On Thursday night, our assets will be lit up in red to support the eve of Red Bow Day. Muscular Dystrophy Queensland supports people living with muscle wasting conditions so that they can make the most of opportunities that are presented to them, and also live the lives that they choose.
On Friday night, all of our assets will be lit up in blue to support the 2023 World Hearing Day. Established in 1992, Hear and Say is a local Queensland charity and an expert in hearing technology, and held annually on 3 March each year, World Hearing Day raises awareness for people who are deaf or hard of hearing.
On Saturday night, City Hall is hosting the Marist College Ashgrove Formal, a little bit early for a formal, but good on them.
Councillors interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	Obviously, they wanted to get in first. City Hall will be lit up in blue and yellow for this event, so good luck for the Marist College Ashgrove Formal.
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	Marist. This Sunday is the Redcliffe Dolphins’ inaugural NRL (National Rugby League) match. This will be the first ever game as an NRL team, playing at Suncorp Stadium, There, they will—
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	Sorry?
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	Well, you know—
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	I’m sure most of their good players come from Brisbane, Peter, but they will also be paying tribute to the first ever Indigenous sports captain in Australia, Arthur Beetson, who was a Dolphins legend, as well.
I just wanted to mention that last Friday was the last day for one of our senior managers, Geoffrey Beck. Geoffrey Beck, who was the Manager of Transport for Brisbane, had his last day with Council. Geoff first arrived in Council back in 2009 as the Executive Manager for Field Services, which is now City Standards. Shortly after, he became the Divisional Manager of Transport for Brisbane, a role which he held for eight years until his—someone wrote retirement.
I know he’s not retiring—until he left Council to pursue other avenues, Geoff has worked with a number of Transport Chairs, including myself, the DEPUTY MAYOR, and also Councillor MURPHY. Everyone who’s worked with him unanimously says that he is an exceptional manager, very understated, is not the kind of person that would ever talk himself up, but someone that we should talk up because he did such a great job in that role, and someone who was also really well respected by the staff in Transport for Brisbane, as well, someone who deeply cared for the staff and for the organisation. He’s, during his time, had two bus network reviews, a ferry network review, the development of the Brisbane Metro project, the introduction of e-mobility to the city, as well as rolling out our electric bus trial, as well.
Geoff was formerly a military man, and his guidance and his approach to decision-making was very methodical, as you would expect with someone of that pedigree. Council owes a great deal of gratitude to Geoff for his years of service, and we wish him well for the future. Hopefully, we will see him around and on a personal note, as well, I’ve always thoroughly enjoyed working with Geoff. He is an exceptional manager and someone who can be relied upon absolutely, so thank you, Geoff, for your service to Council and to the people of Brisbane. 
Over the weekend, it was great to be joined by Councillor HAMMOND for the opening of the new field at Brisbane North Hockey Centre in Chermside. This was a great milestone and, once again, an example of our investment in sporting facilities in the suburbs, in the suburbs, where we’re able to support that project through the Lord Mayor’s Better Suburbs Grants, specifically the ones related to sports facility enhancements. It was a field that we have put $175,000 towards through that program, but also a field that, through the good management of the club itself, they were able to make a significant and large contribution, as well. What we see is a win-win outcome. 
The field opened on the weekend, with over 250 players from the under-18 girls’ junior Wolf Cup, and potentially, the players or some of the players that we will see hopefully competing in the 2032 Olympics. So, facilities like this one at the Brisbane North Hockey Centre provide opportunity for the growth of talent, opportunity for hockey clubs from all around Brisbane to come and play, and also the potential even to be training facilities in the lead-up to the 2032 Olympics. So far, our Better Suburbs Grants have supported over 160 different organisations.
Items in front of us, item A is the lease of Council land to community organisations. This is a type of submission that we see on a regular basis come through, where we’re engaging in the process of lease renewals, usually, for organisations that are on Council land. As we know, section 226(1) of the City of Brisbane Regulation provides Council some exceptions that can be applied to the disposal of interest in land other than by way of a tender or auction. While it talks about the disposal of interest in land, this is not land that we’re selling, this is land that we’re leasing, usually at a community rate, for organisations such as sports clubs and community organisations. 
Some of the groups included in this exception package today include Ashgrove and The Gap’s Men’s Shed, Chermside Meals on Wheels, Oxley Bowls Club, the South Brisbane Sailing Club. There’s a whole list of wonderful organisations in this package and, obviously, as always, I would appreciate Councillors support to proceed down those lease renewal processes for these organisations.
Item B proposes the easement resumption for the Carrol Lane drainage project in Spring Hill. The existing stormwater system was constructed in the early 1900s, obviously one of the oldest networks in the city, and coupled with a lack of an overland flow path, this has created a situation where this site floods almost every time it rains as a result of overland flow and limits to the drainage and stormwater system. Our stormwater design standards have obviously improved and grown over the years, and they’re certainly not the same standards as they were in the 1900s when the system was built, so the system no longer delivers the required level of service. 
Council is requiring an easement in its favour to carry out the construction of a new and improved drainage system that is fit for current conditions. The construction specifics include the construction of drainage through private property in Bowen Street and the construction of drainage within the road reserve of Carrol Lane. Appropriate compensation with the landowner is being negotiated, concurrent with the resumption process.
Item C relates to a volumetric lease for the Kangaroo Point bridge. As part of the Kangaroo Point Green Bridge project, we are excited about the opportunity to run a restaurant or to offer a restaurant facility on the bridge itself towards the Botanic Gardens side, and that’s an elevated restaurant and bar which will sit above the bridge structure itself. This mission before us relates to a proposed lease of land offer, which we would be engaging with the State Government on. As Councillors are aware, leases within the river itself below the high-water mark are State Government leases, and so the lease for this restaurant has to be, in the first instance, with the State Government. Council applied to the Department of Resources to lease the land, which is effectively the air above the bridge.
Chair:	LORD MAYOR, your time has expired.
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At that point, the LORD MAYOR was granted an extension of time on the motion of the DEPUTY MAYOR, seconded by Councillor Sandy LANDERS.

Chair	LORD MAYOR.
LORD MAYOR:	Thank you, Mr Chair. As I was saying, we approached the Department of Natural Resources to lease the section of the river that is required to facilitate this restaurant and bar, as technically it belongs to the Department of Resources. This application has been assessed and the State have offered Council a 30-year lease for the volumetric title, where the restaurant and bar will sit. An appropriate annual rent has also been attached to the lease agreement. Council is in the process of finding operators for both the café and the restaurant and bar when the bridge opens next year, so we’re going through a process. That process is highly competitive. That process is being enabled by this lease from the State Government. 
The State Government has said yes, happy to give you a lease for 30 years for this site in the first instance. They’ve asked for an amount, a dollar amount that we had to pay them. Obviously, we won’t be granting a lease to anyone unless they pay rent to us so that we can compensate the State and have money left over that will help with the ongoing maintenance of the bridge and other things that will be required with this important new infrastructure.
So, they’re the three items in front of us today, Mr Chair. Thank you.
Chair:	Further debate? 
	Councillor CASSIDY.
Councillor CASSIDY:	Thanks very much, Chair. 
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Councillor CASSIDY:	Starting with item A, the lease of Council land to community organisations, we support this item coming through Council, as we do each and every time because it’s the mechanism and the process in which community organisations can seek to renew their leases or a lease can be put out for a competitive tender process, in which the right fit for the community can be found and brought back to Council. That’s how it should be, of course. I didn’t realise all of those emails, as we’ve discovered earlier, are from Councillors, whether they support—
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:	Go straight to the LORD MAYOR’s office, of course, yes.
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:	Interesting that that’s how the process—
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:	Yes, perhaps they go straight to LNP Headquarters.
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:	The LORD MAYOR just said he loved secrecy, okay.
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:	That’s interesting. Anyway, that’s the way it should be, I guess, in that these leases all come to Council every time that they are up for a significant lease, whether it’s a four-year lease or a 10-year lease or a 20 or a 30-year lease, so that the representatives of the community get to have their say on that. It is a shame that the LNP weren’t so willing to follow that process when they did the deal to transfer the lease for the Stafford Bowls Club from the Crushers Leagues Club over to the Brisbane Racing Club. As we discovered last week, we discovered last week apparently in that process, they did come to Council back in 2019. 
The Brisbane Racing Club now claim they were party to that original lease in 2019 and they had some side deal with Crushers that, at the five-year mark, according to them, they were going to get the lease transferred to them, whether Crushers spent the money on the club or not. It’s all very strange and very murky, what’s going on.
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:	Yes, apparently. As we know, LNP Councillors had to excuse themselves from that vote late last year because they’d received benefits from the Brisbane Racing Club, so that’s all very murky. Not this item, of course, before us today, Chair.
DEPUTY MAYOR:	Point of order, Mr Chair.
Councillor CASSIDY:	This is how it should be done.
Chair:	Point of order to you, DEPUTY MAYOR. 
DEPUTY MAYOR:	We do exactly what we need to do legally, and that is imputing motive.
Councillor interjecting.
Chair:	Councillor CASSIDY, can I bring you back to the item before us, please, which does not relate to other club leases?
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:	Who knows? Who knows? The points of order, you know, they’re decided—they’re different every week, as we discovered in this place here.
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:	Councillor JOHNSTON, I’ll take that interjection. Now, this is the right process. Clause A, this formal process we’re going through, this is what we should see. We shouldn’t see members of the community being derided and being smeared and being lied about in this place by the LORD MAYOR and by Councillor HAMMOND. What we should see is a proper process going through, so we, of course—
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:	A transparent process. That’s right, Councillor STRUNK. We should see transparency and accountability. That’s why we support this item today, and that’s why we don’t support the LORD MAYOR’s and Councillor HAMMOND’s actions when it comes to—
DEPUTY MAYOR:	Point of order, Mr Chair.
Councillor CASSIDY:	—the Bowls Club out at—
Chair:	Point of order to you.
DEPUTY MAYOR:	Councillor HAMMOND is not in this report. I ask you, as you just did to him, to bring him back to the report.
Councillor interjecting.
DEPUTY MAYOR:	He’s imputing motive on a lot of things—
Councillor CASSIDY:	She should be reported.
DEPUTY MAYOR:	—and he’s absolutely out of line.
Chair:	Councillor CASSIDY—
Councillors interjecting.
Chair:	—Councillor HAMMOND is not mentioned in this report.
Councillor CASSIDY:	Moving on to the—I know they don’t like talking about it—
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Point of order.
Councillor CASSIDY:	—but there’ll be plenty—
Chair:	Point—
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Point of order.
Councillor CASSIDY:	This’ll be—
Chair:	Point of order, Councillor JOHNSTON.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	I am sorry. Is it now your ruling in this place, if a Councillor is not mentioned in a report—
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	—that it is irrelevant to mention them?
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Are you saying to me that is your ruling and—
Chair:	My ruling, Councillor JOHNSTON, thank you, is for Councillors to be relevant to the report.
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	You’ve just said publicly, on the record, that Councillor HAMMOND is not mentioned in the report, and Councillor—
Chair:	Because—
Councillor JOHNSTON:	—CASSIDY shouldn’t mention her.
Chair:	Because—
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Now, is that the new rule here?
Councillor interjecting.
Chair:	Councillor JOHNSTON—
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Is it? I would just like to know.
Chair:	Councillor JOHNSTON, please sit.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	I would like to know.
Chair:	Councillor JOHNSTON, the issue is relevance. I’ve asked Councillor CASSIDY to be relevant to the report.
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:	Thanks very much, Chair, and I was, of course, talking about community leases. The process in which it has come before us today is the proper and right process. When you see sites that should be genuine community sites, whether it’s the East Brisbane Bowls Club being bulldozed by this LNP Administration—
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:	—whether it’s the Stafford Bowls Club being gifted to LNP donors—
Councillors interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:	You know, over at Tarragindi, high-rises at Tarragindi. That is not proper process. What we’re doing here is—what I’m saying is we’re supporting; we’re supporting this item.
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:	That’s the proper process. I’m in support of this item, I’m in furious agreement with the LNP today on this item, not so much on what they have done in the suburbs right across Brisbane on community lease sites, including the Stafford Bowls Club, of course.
Now, moving on to Clause B, the Spring Hill easement resumption for drainage before us today, we support this resumption. It’s clear that a drainage project here is needed as a result of the natural flow of water being altered by a development. That sounds familiar doesn’t it? Now, we’re seeing the natural flow of water being altered right across Brisbane because of the planning decisions of this LNP Council. What we see in the suburbs of Brisbane is block after block being split up, filled with cheap fill, and rather than houses on stumps, of course, which can be a planning requirement of this LNP Administration, intensifying suburban development without any drainage infrastructure upgrades. Of course, there is a need. If we had a housing strategy, that kind of development might be informed by that, of course. 
There is a need for development around Brisbane in the right places to meet population demands and to take the pressure off increasing house and rent prices, of course, but when you see this is a real-life result of those decisions going wrong and those development decisions being made by this LNP Administration causing damage to neighbours—and I’ve seen that in my community. I know other Councillors see that in areas, developments being approved in areas that badly flooded just 12 months ago. It’s happening imminently right now alongside the Brighton Wetlands at Maclean Street in Brighton. 
Like so many developments around Brisbane, a development that meets the standards and requirements of a developer and of the LNP’s City Plan and this LNP Administration, but it doesn’t meet the requirements of a community. The LORD MAYOR falsely claimed, and he has continued to falsely claim that this year has been $130 million being spent on drainage, but the vast majority of that work, as we know, was simply cleaning and reinstating damaged assets following the floods from last year. We know that the suburban drainage budget only increased by a measly $2 million in his last budget, which we know now has not kept up—
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:	Doesn’t even get spent, that doesn’t even keep up with inflation, and most of those projects are never completed in the financial year, so are carried over and then they fatten up the budget for the following year, but the result is the same for the community wherever you go around Brisbane. They’re not getting their fair share for their rates increases. We see this one in Spring Hill coming through Council today. What we should be seeing each and every week are projects coming through Council like this one in the suburbs of Brisbane. 
I guess Spring Hill is about as suburban as the LORD MAYOR will go. This is clearly a project that needs doing, but we shouldn’t be seeing these projects coming through once in a blue moon. They should be coming through once a week. We do need to see rapid changes to City Plan to ensure development does not adversely affect neighbouring properties. This is happening far too often under the LNP. It’s clear that the LORD MAYOR is more interested in his inner city vanity projects than basic drainage works in the suburbs.
Item C, the Kangaroo Point Green Bridge restaurant. The E&C report, as we know in the minutes of the E&C meetings, are the record of this LORD MAYOR and this LNP Administration’s priorities for the suburbs of Brisbane. It shows us the work that he and his so-called Civic Cabinet do each and every week. His priority, clearly, this week is a restaurant. It’s not the housing strategy he promised in 2019. It’s not waste reduction or climate‑proofing Brisbane. It’s a restaurant. Now, last year, he told us that he had to find savings in the budget to fund flood recovery work. He cut suburban projects. He cut active transport projects in the suburbs to fund that work. He said the North Brisbane Bikeway, for example, had to be cut to fund the clean-up of bikeways. 
The LORD MAYOR said that was the only way that he could fund flood recovery, but while he was doing this, we know he was full steam ahead on planning the fancy, ratepayer-funded restaurant on the Kangaroo Point Bridge. Now, the bridge, of course, serves a purpose, to give people a way to get in and out of the city that isn’t a car. It doesn’t need a restaurant on it. That’s a political decision that this LNP Administration have made which comes at a cost, and that cost is to the ratepayers of Brisbane. The cost of the rent that we’ll have to pay to the State Government has to be taken into account. The cost of the building of this restaurant and designing a bridge to have a fancy restaurant on it all comes at the cost of the ratepayers of Brisbane. 
Why did this LNP Mayor decide to build a fancy restaurant on this bridge? Well, the project team conceded a few weeks ago that it would make it harder for people who are cycling and scooting and walking to get across the bridge, but that restaurant, of course, was more important to the LORD MAYOR than suburban cycling infrastructure. We know why. It’s because he cares more about publicity. He cares more about shiny, inner city projects than he does about getting the basics right in the suburbs of Brisbane. We have been on the record for a long time supporting the Kangaroo Point Bridge, but we don’t support the use of ratepayers’ money to be used to build a restaurant that someone else, a private operator, can make a very handsome profit out of. That shouldn’t be the priority of this LORD MAYOR when there are so many other things that need doing in this city. 
Chair:	Thank you. 
Further speakers? 
Councillor MACKAY.
Councillor MACKAY:	Mr Chair, I rise to speak on item B, the proposed resumption of an easement for the Carrol Lane, Spring Hill relief drainage project. Spring Hill is one of Brisbane’s oldest suburbs and home to many of Brisbane’s most notable historic buildings. Unfortunately, the same could be said of much of its pipe network. A good amount of the existing stormwater system dates back to the early 1900s, when an understanding of overland flow hydrology was lacking. Of course, with a prime location at the edge of the CBD, development in the suburb has far exceeded what the early stormwater network was built to handle. 
As a general rule, Spring Hill does not experience river or creek flooding, but due to its topography, it is prone to overland flow events brought on by subtropical rainstorms, particularly during the summer months. We know that improvements on the land have resulted in a blocked overland flow path from Bowen Street to Carrol Street. In severe rainstorm events, this has caused neighbouring buildings to experience flooding, particularly at 70 Bowen Street. That’s why we’re undertaking works to upgrade the network to ensure it has the capacity appropriate for the built environment in the area and it’s consistent with modern design standards. 
The item before us authorises the resumption of an easement for drainage purposes running underneath 98 Bowen Street, Spring Hill, in order to divert stormwater away from a blocked overland flow path. Following reports of flooding to the building situated at 70 Bowen Street, Spring Hill, Council commissioned a study of the existing stormwater drainage network in the locality. The Carrol Lane, Spring Hill drainage investigation report dated 19 June 2015 identified that the flooding was caused by a combination of insufficient pipe and inlet capacity, and a lack of alternative overland flow paths to cater for the excess flow during major storm events. 
The landowner has been consulted and is supportive of the resumption. This is a volumetric easement, meaning it will run underground and will not impact existing improvements on land. Works on the drainage upgrade are scheduled to commence in the 2023-24 budget year and will complement ongoing upgrades to historic systems in the area at Boundary Street, Brunswick Street, and Wickham Street. I commend this item to the Chamber.
Chair:	Thank you. 
Further debate? 
Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN.
Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN:	Thanks, Chair. I rise to speak on all three items, and to start with the community leases motion. I’m going to be abstaining on this motion. I do want to be clear that I’m very supportive of most of these leases going through. The one I wanted to speak to is the APSL, Australian Pensioners and Superannuants League, lease on the community facility in Boundary Street in West End. 
I want to be very clear and I don’t want to be misquoted as saying that I’m opposed to APSL having a presence on the site, but I do want to draw—through you, Chair—the Mayor’s attention and Councillor HOWARD’s attention to the fact that serious consideration must be given towards rethinking the terms of this lease and giving the Pensioners and Superannuants League some certainty about their future, because in the Local Government Infrastructure Plan (LGIP), Council clearly identifies that this site is to be demolished and amalgamated with the neighbouring West End Library site to create a larger, multipurpose community centre. 
That’s in the LGIP for the next couple of years. Council itself has clearly indicated that it wants to redevelop this site. In that context, I don’t think it would be responsible for the Council to proceed with locking in a longer-term lease to the APSL without clearly indicating what the future of the site is and negotiating a more flexible arrangement where they can occupy the site until it’s time to redevelop, and then new arrangements can be made for them to find another home.
My view is that, if the site is redeveloped as a multipurpose community facility, perhaps APSL could continue to have an office space on the site and share use of other meeting rooms and a hall facility, et cetera, but I don’t think long term it makes sense for APSL to be the sole custodian of a large and redeveloped site on Boundary Street in the middle of West End. I’ve heard from quite a few residents who’ve said that they think that the current Kurilpa Hall is a little bit underutilised. I’ve talked to APSL about that and I think they’re aware of the concerns, as well, but right now, the Pensioners and Superannuants League is looking at spending around $70,000 on a new kitchen on that site. 
Through you, Chair, to Councillor HOWARD, if the APSL is proposing to spend $70,000 building a new kitchen on the site, but the Council is planning to demolish that building and redevelop the site within a year or two, I think it would be irresponsible of the Council to support that kitchen redevelopment and say to the pensioners, sure, you guys fundraise. Go spend your $70,000 rebuilding this kitchen, but in a year or two, we’re planning to demolish this site. I don’t think that would be responsible for this Council to do.
While I can see that it’s time to renegotiate the lease and that there’s a process to enable those lease negotiations to happen, and that’s why this motion has come in before the Chamber today, I really want to put on Councillor HOWARD’s radar, in particular, that it does not make sense to renegotiate another standard four-year lease for this site. We need a more flexible arrangement that clearly contemplates how APSL will be accommodated and supported through the transition as this site is redeveloped. I remain disappointed that the Council Administration hasn’t delivered the upgrade to West End Library and a new community centre sooner. 
We’ve seen an extra 10,000 people move into the suburb of West End. That’s 10,000 people, and we still don’t have a public toilet in the library. It’s pretty comical. Kurilpa Hall is underutilised and no longer fit-for-purpose to cater for the needs of this growing community, so we do need that redevelopment of a larger community facility to happen soon. It’s a similar problem across the city, but this one’s been in the LGIP for years and it was meant to be completed, I think, originally by 2025, and then it got pushed back again in the LGIP. Time’s ticking, LORD MAYOR. Don’t just sign up the pensioners for another long-term lease when they might be about to get kicked out, is the message from my community.
Turning to item 2 and the Spring Hill drainage project, I just wanted to say for the record that this highlights how poorly Brisbane City Council is doing at assessing development applications.
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN:	We have situations where developers come to Council and say, yes, approve us for this new development.
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN:	Here’s our stormwater management plan. Here’s our engineering signoff saying that this isn’t going to have a negative flood impact on neighbouring properties. Yet, by Council’s own admission, their systems here and processes have failed. They have failed to ensure that this development would not negatively impact surrounding properties in terms of overland stormwater flow. They have failed to properly and diligently assess the development application and the supporting documentation that the developers provided, and now, as a result, there are such severe flooding issues that the Council is having to scramble to deliver upgraded drainage works. Some of the commentary in the Chamber made it sound like, oh, this is a routine thing and it was overdue for an upgrade, anyway. 
No one’s disputing that the Spring Hill drainage network is very old, but the reason this is happening is because Council messed up. The Council development and assessment team stuffed up by approving a development that was going to have negative impacts in terms of overland flow paths and stormwater flooding. So, sure, by all means, fix it up now, but I really think it’s the developers who should be paying this. The infrastructure charges that are collected from developers for these kinds of projects don’t come anywhere near covering the true, full cost of new infrastructure. 
I think it is a rort and I think that developers are profiting significantly off the back of the ratepayers in this city, where developers pocket all the profits, they deliver shonky buildings that have a negative impact on issues like neighbourhood flooding, and then it’s the general public who has to pick up the cost of retroactively correcting those issues and mistakes. I’m pretty disappointed, but not at all surprised to see the way this one’s been handled. I think this Council needs to be much more diligent in future about scrutinising and assessing the application documents that developers provide, and not taking it for granted that, just because some engineer signed off and said it would be fine, that we accept that. 
This isn’t necessarily a problem of the LNP specifically. This is a problem of the way development and assessment processes work. It’s a problem of the culture within Council’s development and assessment teams, where they just naively believe whatever the developers tell them. That really needs to change. We need to have a deeper look at how these developments are being assessed so that this kind of problem doesn’t continually re‑emerge. 
Finally, turning to the third item, the Kangaroo Point Bridge lease and the restaurant, et cetera, et cetera. The first point I want to make is, I think it’s utterly ridiculous that this is commercial-in-confidence.
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN:	What we have here is the Council leasing some property or, I guess, a volumetric subdivision, but the Council is leasing real estate off the State Government. The State Government is a public entity. The Council is also a public entity. I don’t understand why the value of the lease, the rent needs to be commercial-in-confidence. There’s no obvious reason to me why that has to be a secret and why Councillors in this Chamber are prevented from disclosing that figure publicly. I would hope and assume that it’s the State Government that’s insisting on those terms, rather than the Council.
I would like, if the LORD MAYOR can comment on that in his concluding remarks, to clarify which party is insisting that this rent figure be commercial‑in-confidence, because I don’t think it’s appropriate at all that the general public are being kept in the dark, and that the Council is keeping secrets from the people of Brisbane about what local and State Government are up to. If this was an agreement with a private entity, I can understand. I’d still be dubious, but I can understand the arguments for these rental figures being kept commercial-in-confidence, but there is no solid public interest in keeping these rent figures secret when it’s a lease between the Council and the State Government. 
I think, in the interests of transparency and accountability, it’s important that this kind of information is publicly available, and on that basis alone, I’m pretty concerned about this particular motion. It’s hard for me to decide whether this is a good deal or an acceptable arrangement, because we don’t know exactly how much rent the Council is planning to get from leasing out the restaurant site to a private entity. I’ve been on the record repeatedly saying I didn’t think this restaurant was needed, and later, once the Council locked it in and said it’s definitely going ahead, I said that it should be made available to a non-profit or, at the very least, a social enterprise, rather than private for‑profit entity. I don’t want to see a Pig ‘N’ Whistle built on the bridge, but—
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN:	—based on this Administration’s track record, that’s the sort of thing that I wouldn’t put past them. I also just need to say, for the record, I was a little disappointed in Councillor MURPHY and how he handled this one, because when this proposal was first mooted, I said very clearly, look, if you’re going to spend millions of dollars chucking a restaurant on top of the bridge, at least make sure there’s a public toilet to facilitate public use of the bridge, as well. Councillor MURPHY was in this Chamber, and he was like, yes, don’t worry, of course you’ll have a public toilet. I’m not going to quibble over that. He was very, like, trust us on this. It’s fine, Jonno. 
Then, we later looked at the designs and found out, oh no, even the toilet that Council is spending a lot of money building on the bridge is only going to be available to the patrons of the luxury restaurant. Even on that simple basis, the people of Brisbane just want more public toilets in the inner city, and the Council couldn’t even deliver that. So I don’t think the restaurant was a good idea, and I don’t have enough information to decide whether I should support this lease or not, because there’s too much information that’s been kept from us.
Chair:	Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN, your time has expired. 
Further speakers? 
Councillor MURPHY.
Councillor MURPHY:	Yes, thanks, Mr Chair. I rise to speak on item C, the Kangaroo Point Green Bridge project volumetric lease. Look, as I’ve said before, the Kangaroo Point Green Bridge will deliver a destination to Brisbane residents and visitors. The bridge is now under construction and is expected to be completed by 2024. This destination will not only provide a massive improvement in active transport for our city, but it will also significantly reduce the amount of time that Kangaroo Point residents and those in Brisbane’s eastern and south‑eastern suburbs will take to travel into Brisbane’s CBD.
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor MURPHY:	The primary beneficiary of this project is definitely Councillor SRI’s residents, but also a significant advantage to Councillor HOWARD’s residents, but there will be broader effects felt all around the city. It’ll also take the dining scene here in Brisbane to new heights, quite literally. As part of the construction, the bridge will have two food and beverage opportunities, a city landing café for which the land has already been secured, and the elevated restaurant and bar, which is the submission we’re considering today. The aim of these opportunities is to enhance the experience of the bridge and to promote the venue as a new tourist destination.
While this will facilitate the planned economic growth of the city while also enhancing views of the river and the surrounding landscape out to Kangaroo Point, the elevated restaurant and bar will sit above water on the bridge span, just on top of Pier 2, close to the CBD side of the bridge. Brisbane River is actually—many people might not know this, but the Brisbane River is actually owned by the State Government. The State of Queensland, represented by the Department of Resources, has it listed as unallocated State land. So, to secure the tenure for the allotment above the Brisbane River, Council had to put in an application with the Department of Resources to lease a volumetric allotment above the river. The volumetric lease over that part of the river will accommodate the entire elevated restaurant and bar within the bridge structure. 
The Department of Resources has offered Council a 30-year lease on the facility. Council will pay an annual rent to them, being six per cent of the assessed value of the volumetric lease as set out in the offer, and Council is also to pay the first year’s rental plus an administrative fee upfront. This proposed volumetric lease footprint area is approximately 383 square metres with a volume of approximately 2,400 cubic metres. Council is currently preparing a lease plan for that area and is in the process of finalising tenders for the commercial opportunities on the site. Accepting the lease from the Department of Resources will allow Council to progress tenders and to allow us to then select an operator for the elevated restaurant and bar facility. This is the necessary prerequisite to us finalising that restaurant tender, is essentially what I’m saying. 
Mr Chair, this will provide bridge users, workers and residents, as well as visitors to our city, an additional place to enjoy outstanding views of the Brisbane River, the CBD, the Story Bridge and the Kangaroo Point cliffs. We have to remember, the primary purpose of this bridge is obviously not a restaurant, it is a connection that has been talked about for our city since the late 1800s, and it is this Council, this Administration, this LORD MAYOR, that will deliver it, but we have had some Councillors who have made some criticisms of this bridge, and I just wanted to address them.
Firstly, Councillor CASSIDY, he called this a fancy, ratepayer-funded restaurant. Chair, it’s that kind of low-bandwidth thinking which is why—
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor MURPHY:	—which is why they are on that side of the Chamber, Chair. Again, always talking down—
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor MURPHY:	—retail opportunities, talking down food and beverage opportunities in our city.
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor MURPHY:	Chair, this restaurant will generate significant revenue for our city. It will generate revenue that will allow us to help maintain the bridge in operation. This is a bridge that will be a 150-year asset to our city. This is a restaurant, a leased area that will be a 150-year asset to our city. So it’s important—
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor MURPHY:	—that we have something there, in order to be able to help fund the bridge operations.
Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN:	Point of order, Chair.
Chair:	Point of order to you, Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN.
Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN:	Will Councillor MURPHY tell us how much, or we don’t know yet?
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor MURPHY:	I’ll get to him, Chair, I’ll get to him.
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor MURPHY:	So, there is that, but the reality is, we’re not doing this for the revenue. We’re doing this because this will be an iconic destination for our city. It will be something that people will talk about, something that people will want to visit. It will be a place, a space in its own right. It reminded me a lot of Labor’s position on Howard Smith Wharves, Chair, when we’re talking about this, an iconic dining destination to our city. This Administration taking some risks, creating a space that people would enjoy, and what did they do? They opposed it. They opposed it here in this Chamber. They opposed Howard Smith Wharves at the State Government level.
Who do you see down there all the time, dining, stuffing their faces full of food, at Greca, having a beautiful time at Howard Smith Wharves? Well, I haven’t seen any Councillors on the other side of the Chamber been down there, but I see State Ministers down there all the time, Chair.
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor MURPHY:	So, happy to oppose it, happy to let us take the risk, but they’ll—and you know what? I guarantee to you, Councillor CASSIDY, they’ll be the first ones lining up to get into the Kangaroo Point Green Bridge restaurant. Have you heard about this new place that’s there? Yes, it’s above the water, it’s really cool. I think the Council had something to do with it. Look, we are never out there just trying to claim the credit for these things, Chair. You don’t often hear us in this Chamber talk about Howard Smith Wharves and how we created that space and allowed the private sector to flourish there, but it is one of the things on this side of the Chamber that we are most proud about. We do that work quietly. We don’t ask for a lot of credit, but we just want occasionally, when people criticise us for taking these risks, for them to acknowledge that, when we have taken these risks in the past, they have paid off for our city.
The other thing I will just mention, Councillor SRI, he said some things about commercial-in-confidence. You know, I understand what he’s saying in a way, in a sense. This is a deal on this site between the State Government and Council. I’ve said in this place before that this is Brisbane City Council. It’s not the CIA. We don’t have any secrets here—
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor MURPHY:	—but where we do have to keep—
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor MURPHY:	—where we do have to—thanks for that, LORD MAYOR, I’ll take the interjection. Where we do have to keep things commercial-in-confidence is where it poses a financial risk to this Council, and every Councillor in this place—
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor MURPHY:	—including you, Councillor SRI, signed up to protect the reputation of this Council, to not do anything that would damage or harm this Council, would bring material harm to this Council. Releasing commercial-in-confidence information could sometimes do that. Now, in terms of the specifics of this one, I can only divine that it is a State requirement that this is commercial‑in‑confidence because it’s the State that issues these leases. I would have no problem putting that out there. However, I would suspect that our rent that we will levy on the restaurant operator will be somewhat of a component of that, will have the base rent that we pay to the State Government in it. 
We wouldn’t want that to be out there because that would hurt Council’s material position. Look, these are dense legal issues. I’m happy to get you an answer from City Legal, if you’d like that, Councillor SRI, but we do have to remember that this State Government is the most secretive State Government in history. We don’t know the costs on Cross River Rail. That is subject to special legislation. It’s excluded from the Cabinet process. They have locked that up. We’ve been really open, honest and transparent about the costs that we’re facing on some of our major projects, and the State Government—
Councillors interjecting.
Councillor MURPHY:	—with Cross River Rail have locked it up. They’ve locked it up and they’ve thrown away the key, and they’ve made sure no one knows.
Councillors interjecting.
Councillor MURPHY:	My commitment to you, Councillor SRI, is if you want to write to the State Government and say, hey, I’d like to tell everyone—
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor MURPHY:	—the small amount of money that the State Government is charging Council for this facility and they’re happy to release it, I’d be happy to release it, too. So I’ll leave my comments at that, Chair.
Chair:	Further speakers? 
	Councillor JOHNSTON.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Yes, I rise to speak on items B and C. Firstly, just some brief comments on the Kangaroo Point Green Bridge project. I want to start by saying, I support the Kangaroo Point Green Bridge. I think we should have more bridges in Brisbane. I think we should have more cars, bikes, and certainly for people, and I think that a pedestrian bridge in this location is going to provide an enormous amount of connectivity between the northside and the southside in connecting a very big residential population more directly with the city. I do think the bridge is a great idea. I absolutely and fundamentally do not support this Administration commercialising the pedestrian and cycling bridge for their mates, and that is what is going on here. 
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	That is what is going on here. That is what is going on here. There will be leases for commercial and retail businesses offered on this site, and that is going to impact on the safety and the functionality of the bridge and its purpose, which is to carry pedestrians and cyclists. Now, we know, we know when this happens, when the LNP has done this in other places, that the pathways for residents get narrow. I was here when the Howard Smith Wharves debate happened, and that was the issue I raised at that time, more than a decade ago at this point, was the loss of pedestrian and cycling functionality for people who use that path for recreation purposes or functional purposes. Now, that has proved to be true and then some. I’m not a regular down at Howard Smith Wharves, but I was actually there last weekend.
Councillors interjecting.
Chair:	Come on, Councillors, please.
Councillors interjecting.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	I was actually there last weekend, and I noticed how difficult the environment is in managing the volume of people, the cars, the e-scooters, the bikes. It is extremely congested, and it is extremely unsafe. Now, I do not want to see that kind of result happen here with the Kangaroo Point Green Bridge. It is problematic, in my view, that this Administration want to let commercial businesses establish on the bridge. Those commercial businesses will need to be serviced with deliveries, with maintenance, with repairs, with functional services, sewerage, lighting, all these things.
Are permits going to be issued for these vehicles to drive on the bridge? Are permits going to be given for people to park their cars on the bridge at the back of the restaurant, to unload and load? When are they going to drive off? Is it going to be before six in the morning and after midnight? Are there going to be any restrictions? This Administration hasn’t even thought of this. They will just give the operator of this premises carte blanche to do what they want. I do not support the inclusion of retail and commercial premises on the bridge. It is a mistake, and I don’t support it. I do support the bridge.
	I just want to comment briefly on item B. Because this is an extraordinary issue, and I did ask some questions about this earlier. Because the Council files that have been presented to us today do not include any reports about the investigation that was undertaken. What strikes me is this exact problem happens every month in my ward. Every single month there is a problem with a private property stormwater issue that is impacting on other private properties. Council refuses, point blank, refuses to fund improvements to fix those problems. Refuses to do it.
	I’ve got one with a very elderly couple, a World War II veteran at Corinda. Council refuses to do anything. There are others all over my ward where this exact problem happens, including one of the most controversial, current ones in Hyde Road, Yeronga, where this Council knows that a stormwater drainage channel was illegally filled but refuses to take action against the developer that did it. Refuses to do that.
	But then refuses to force the owner of that land now that the problem is very clear and having direct impacts on others. Refuses to get the owner to fix that waterway corridor. Guess what? In 2001, 22 years ago, Council did an investigation into the inadequacy of stormwater drainage in Yeronga West and identified that the pipe network was not suitable and big enough to meet the purposes. 
Are we seeing this Council invest in rectification of inadequate stormwater drainage, caused by the action of a particular owner and developer many years ago? Are they asking them to fix the problem they created? No. Is this Council investing in the upgrades that they are doing in an LNP ward? No, they are not.
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	So the question becomes here, why is this LNP Administration investing in stormwater drainage on private property at 70—I’m sorry, 98 Bowen Street, Spring Hill? Why is it investing in private property stormwater drainage in this instance? Because I can’t think of another time when Council has done this. It certainly refuses in my ward, over and over and over again. It’s refusing currently at 133 Hyde Road, Yeronga.
	Council won’t fix the problem. Council knows there’s a problem. Council stuffed up and didn’t check that the pipes that were going in were the right pipes. Then when residents and I complained that there’d been illegal fill, Council did nothing about it and still won’t do anything about it. 
	Yet here, there’s a Rolls-Royce run in Spring Hill for the LNP. Well belly up to the table and that’s great that these people in Spring Hill can get their stormwater fixed because of a private property development problem. In places in other parts of this city, Council will not take action to either seek rectification from a poor development, to seek rectification from illegal filling, or in what they’re doing here, a privileged outcome, a special outcome for the LNP that they are not prepared to deliver in other parts of the city.
	Now the LORD MAYOR knows exactly what I’m talking about, because these people are coming to him as well as me and have been doing so for years. So here’s my questions about this because there is not a jot of paperwork on the file about this, not one piece of information; how many homes are being flooded by this problem? Is it through habitable areas in people’s homes, or is it through their yards and their garages? When was the relevant DA (development application) at 98 Bowen Street, Spring Hill approved? What action has Council taken with the owner of—or the Body Corporate of 98 Bowen Street, Spring Hill to seek rectification of the problem on private property?
If Council has taken some action to seek rectification by the owner of the property, through a show cause notice or through discussions, what did Council require in terms of action? Was that action followed through and checked that it was done properly? If this relates to an inadequate DA approval from X number of years ago, what internally is being done to make sure that it does not happen again? 
If Council has taken no action with the private property owner to seek rectification of this problem, or require them to take action, or simply to say to them it is a civil matter. Why did it not take those steps?
Chair:	Councillor JOHNSTON your time has expired. 
Any further speakers? 
Councillor STRUNK.
Councillor STRUNK:	Yes, Mr Chair, I rise to speak on one of the leases in Clause A—
Chair:	Councillor STRUNK. your mic’s not on.
Councillor STRUNK:	The actual organisation itself is within my ward, but the site that they’re seeking to renew the lease is in the Jamboree Ward. Anyways, the Queensland Lions Football Club, which probably a lot of people in the room have heard about. The Lion, which is the big club itself, has probably been around—well, put it this way, soccer of course kicked off with the Dutch Club back about 70 years ago, they just actually had their anniversary. That was the germination of this particular club, that the Dutch Club actually facilitated some years after they were established.
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor STRUNK:	There you go, thank you.
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor STRUNK:	Thank you for the interjection. So anyways, this lease has come up over at Darra and this club that actually is seeking to renew, of course, also has the lease at C.J. Greenfield as well. They’re seeking more and more field space of course to grow the soccer within the area, the soccer, yes within the area. Anyways, they have many hundreds of kids that they can’t actually facilitate who would like to play the game locally. 
So they’ve also been pursuing a master plan with Council officers to establish two more fields, potentially three up Pine Road, which is just east of the clubhouse. The master plan also will include a boutique stadium as well as a high-rise residential accommodation for people visiting the area. Whether they be from the industrial estate, which is connected to—or in Richlands, of course, or visiting teams as well.
The master plan will—as I say, they want to establish some fields with a small clubhouse further east of the club itself. I’ve sat down with the board on a couple of occasions, and they were just—to seek my views on how that could proceed, but recently I had a briefing from one of the Council officers and they were very impressed with the presentation. I’m sure that if it goes ahead, it will be conditioned, but I just want to put on the record my support for this particular club and what they’ve been able to do.
They’re well-managed, well-funded and are well connected to the community, which is so important. They’ve been going a long time. They’ve got a track record which is probably second to none in a lot of respects, especially in this sport. Also I want to say that if they do actually achieve their goal about developing the other sites east of the clubhouse, I hope this Council will look at a good, long-term lease for that space. They’re willing to stump up their own money to develop the fields, to develop the clubhouse and any other infrastructure that is required, whether it be change rooms as well.
So I just—as I say I think—I don’t know how far along they are with Council officers in this particular development. Some of the—most of the development, the expensive part of the development will actually happen in their own precinct, but I just hope that every consideration is given to this club who is one of our premier clubs within my ward. Thank you, Chair.
Chair:	Thank you.
Councillor interjecting.
Chair:	Further speakers? 
	DEPUTY MAYOR.
Seriatim - Clauses A, B and C
	The DEPUTY MAYOR requested that Clause A, LEASE OF COUNCIL LAND TO COMMUNITY ORGANISATIONS; B, PROPOSED EASEMENT RESUMPTION FOR THE CARROL LANE SPRING HILL RELIEF DRAINAGE PROJECT; and Clause C, KANGAROO POINT GREEN BRIDGE PROJECT, be taken seriatim for voting purposes.



Chair:	Are there any other speakers? No other speakers. 
	LORD MAYOR.
LORD MAYOR:	Thank you, Mr Chair. Well that’s been an interesting session and an interesting discussion. We have discovered that not only does the—we read in the paper in the last couple of days that the Greens Party at the State level wants to form government with a Labor Government—
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	—in the State Parliament.
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	We know that’s a desire shared on this level by the Labor Party and the Greens in Council, where they want to form an Administration together. What we’ve seen here is—
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	—Labor pinching Greens’ policies when it comes to the use of public land and public facilities. Now, we know that the Greens are against things like cafés and restaurants or anything that they see as commercialisation of a public place, but now we’ve seen the Labor Party is also against that, apparently. We’ve seen them oppose the proposed restaurant, café and bar on the Kangaroo Point Bridge.
	Now, look they’re entitled to have that view, but as Councillor MURPHY has already pointed out, they’ve got form with this sort of thing. Where they were against Brisbane’s most popular lifestyle precinct, Howard Smith Wharves.
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	They opposed it, they played political games with it. Yet everyone loves it now, everyone loves it. It’s seen as the destination to go to. We’re going to see, I think, history repeating itself. 
	But I think we should dwell for a moment on this question of what Labor and the Greens see as—they clearly see it as an inappropriate use of a public piece of land or a public facility. So where do you draw the line there? Is it okay to get a cup of coffee in a local park?
Councillor CASSIDY:	Point of order, Chair.
Chair:	Point of order to you Councillor CASSIDY.
Councillor CASSIDY:	Claim to be misrepresented.
Chair:	Okay.
LORD MAYOR:	Is it okay to get a cup of coffee in a local park? Is it okay to have a café in a local park? Is it okay to have a coffee cart in a local park? Is it okay to have a farmers’ market in a local park? Because all of these things are commercialisation of public land. But guess what? All of these things have massive demand from the community. All of these things are things that the community supports and wants to see happen. They want these options, they want these destinations. Guess what? It provides a source of income to the Council, which helps keep rates lower.
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	If we didn’t have these sources of income, rates would be higher.
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	Now we know that the Greens’ answer to everyevery single question is put up rates and taxes. That’s their answer to everything.
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	Tax more. Higher rates andin fact, I will remind Councillors that when we introduced the additional charges for Airbnb, Councillor SRI got up and said it should be even higher—
Councillors interjecting.
Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN:	Point of order, Chair.
Chair:	Point of order to you Councillor—
LORD MAYOR:	—it should be 500%, not—
Chair:	Point or order to you, Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN.
Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN:	SRIRANGANATHAN, if you please.
Chair:	That’s not a point of order.
LORD MAYOR:	Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN said that we weren’t taxing people enough and that it should be much higher. So, we know that that’s a Greens policy, Greens policy is higher taxes, higher rates. No one would be surprised with that, but we see the Labor-Green alliance coming together and their positions merging into one.
	So, I would ask is it okay to get a cup of coffee in a park or on a bridge? So, for example—
 
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	Labor says no, there’s shouldn’t be a café or a restaurant or a bar on a bridge. Okay. Well, if this is Labor Party policy how do you explain the fact that just around the river there’s a bridge owned by the State Government where you can get a cup of coffee on it?
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	Oh, it’s a little coffee cart. Oh, it’s a little coffee cart.
Councillors interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	Yes, no, no.
Chair:	Councillors, please.
LORD MAYOR:	It’s still commercialisation—
Councillors interjecting.
Chair:	Councillors.
LORD MAYOR:	—of a public asset.
Councillors interjecting.
Chair:	Councillors. Councillor MURPHY.
LORD MAYOR:	Okay, okay. So—
Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN:	Point of order, Chair.
Chair:	Point of order to you Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN.
Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN: Claim to be misrepresented.	
Chair:	Claim to be misrepresented, okay.
LORD MAYOR:	So, Councillor CASSIDY’s saying that Labor sort of—you know their approach is, it’s a little coffee cart so it’s okay. Okay, well okay, let’s—
Councillors interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	—have a look at the suburb of Kangaroo Point itself.
Councillor interjecting.
Chair:	Councillor MURPHY, please.
LORD MAYOR:	Do you remember—does anyone remember, there used to be an old TAFE on the top of Kangaroo Point cliffs?
Councillors interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	Who owned that site?
Councillors interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	State Labor Government. Who put a restaurant and bar on the top of the Kangaroo Point cliffs?
Councillors interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	It was the State Labor Government.
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	A restaurant and bar, exactly the same thing that we are talking about here. The Labor State Government put it on top of the Kangaroo Point cliffs.
Councillors interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	Oh, but it’s just a little coffee cart. No, it’s not a little coffee cart, it’s a restaurant and bar. But if you really want to see hypocrisy in actionand we’ve seen a lot of it todaywhat is the largest, privatisation of public space in the State’s history? It’s called Queen’s Wharf Brisbane and I can tell you it’s not just a little coffee cart.
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	Fifty restaurants and bars on public land.
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	As recently as yesterday, the State Labor Government was claiming the credit for it and trumpeting that project.
Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	The Deputy Premier himself. So—well what’s my point? What’s my point? My point is—
Councillors interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	—you oppose a restaurant and a bar on the Kangaroo Point Bridge because we’re doing it. Yet it is totally okay for the State Labor Government to put 50 restaurants and bars in a casino on public land. Does anyone see a bit of an inconsistency in approach here?
Councillors interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	So, the reality is, once again we see Labor playing politics with an issue simply because we’re doing it. Yet they’re quite happy to accept something like that on steroids, if their own mates up in George Street are doing it. Look, I’m happy for them to oppose the café and the restaurant and the bar on the Kangaroo Point Bridge because I’m looking forward to seeing them eating their words.
Councillors interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	I’m looking forward to seeing this being one of the top, most-visited cafes and restaurants and bars in Brisbane when this bridge opens. I’m looking forward to seeing so many wonderful visitors to Brisbane in the lead up to the Olympics, enjoying that experience of sitting on an active travel piece of infrastructure. Enjoying the ambience and watching all the cyclists and pedestrians and scooter users go whizzing by past there.
Councillors interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:	Then using the separated path to get to the restaurant and bar. I think it will be a fantastic asset for our city. What’s more, the income that will come in, as I said, will provide a useful source of revenue, which can be used not only to maintain the bridge, but also for other purposes that will benefit the people of Brisbane.
	So yes, the lines are drawn, Labor and the Greens are against the restaurant and bar on the Kangaroo Point Bridge. We have noted that we look forward to you eating your words.
Chair:	Thank you.
	Claims of misrepresentation.
	First Councillor CASSIDY.
Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN: Thank—oh sorry, you go.
Councillor CASSIDY:	Thanks very much, Chair. The LORD MAYOR misrepresented what I said about his priorities. The point I made was that at a time of a housing crisis, where we don’t have a housing strategy from this LORD MAYOR.
Councillor interjecting.
Chair:	Allow to be heard in silence, please.
Councillor CASSIDY:	In terms of flood recovery work where he cut bikeway projects to fund that work. He continues to prioritise this restaurant on the bridge. That’s the point I made, and he misrepresented me.
Chair:	Thank you. 
	Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN.
Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN: Thanks, Chair. There are a few interrelated points of misrepresentation. I do just want to state very clearly that there is a big difference between spending millions of dollars building a restaurant to lease out versus letting someone have a coffee cart in a park. I want to state clearly that I have concerns about the former in this particular instance, but not concerns about the latter.
	I also just want to clarify that I may well eat or drink at this restaurant in future and that doesn’t mean I think it’s a good idea.
Councillors interjecting.
Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN: So, I just don’t want to be misquoted—	
Chair:	I think you’ve made your point, thank you.
Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN: I don’t want to be misquoted or misrepresented down the track. I think there is a space for some commercial activity in public spaces.	
Chair:	Yes, you’ve—
Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN: But there is a distinct—
Councillors interjecting.
Chair:	Yes, CouncillorCouncillor SRIRANGANATHAN, you’ve made your point in response to the claim of misrepresentation, thank you.
Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN:	I didn’t finish but—	
Chair:	Oh well, I think you’ve said enough, thank you. 
	These items are now seriatim for voting, items A, B and C. 
	We move to the vote on item A first. 

Clause A put

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of Clause A of the report of the Establishment and Coordination Committee was declared carried on the voices.

Thereupon, the DEPUTY MAYOR and Councillor Sandy LANDERS immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared carried.

The voting was as follows:

[bookmark: _Hlk113372151]AYES: 23 -	The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, and Councillors Greg ADERMANN, Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, Sarah HUTTON, Sandy LANDERS, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, Peter MATIC, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Angela OWEN, Steven TOOMEY, Andrew WINES, and the Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Jared CASSIDY, and Councillors Kara COOK, Peter CUMMING, Steve GRIFFITHS, Charles STRUNK and Nicole JOHNSTON.

ABSTENTIONS: 1 -	Councillor Jonathan SRIRANGANATHAN.

Chair:	The vote now is for item B. 

Clause B put

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of Clause B of the report of the Establishment and Coordination Committee was declared carried on the voices.

Thereupon, Councillors Jonathan SRIRANGANATHAN and Ryan MURPHY immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared carried.

The voting was as follows:

AYES: 23 -	The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, and Councillors Greg ADERMANN, Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, Sarah HUTTON, Sandy LANDERS, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, Peter MATIC, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Angela OWEN, Steven TOOMEY, Andrew WINES, and the Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Jared CASSIDY, and Councillors Kara COOK, Peter CUMMING, Steve GRIFFITHS, Charles STRUNK and Nicole JOHNSTON.

ABSTENTIONS: 1 -	Councillor Jonathan SRIRANGANATHAN.

Chair:	Thank you. Councillors, please proceed towards your seats while we put to the vote item C. 

Clause C put

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of Clause C of the report of the Establishment and Coordination Committee was declared carried on the voices.

Thereupon, Councillors Jared CASSIDY and Nicole JOHNSTON immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared carried.

The voting was as follows:

AYES: 18 -	The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, and Councillors Greg ADERMANN, Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, Sarah HUTTON, Sandy LANDERS, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, Peter MATIC, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Angela OWEN, Steven TOOMEY and Andrew WINES.

NOES: 5 -	The Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Jared CASSIDY, and Councillors Kara COOK, Peter CUMMING, Steve GRIFFITHS and Charles STRUNK.

ABSTENTIONS: 2 -	Councillors Jonathan SRIRANGANATHAN and Nicole JOHNSTON. 

[bookmark: _Hlk93673482]The report read as follows

ATTENDANCE:

The Right Honourable, the Lord Mayor (Councillor Adrian Schrinner) (Chair); Deputy Mayor (Councillor Krista Adams) (Deputy Chair); and Councillors Adam Allan, Fiona Cunningham, Vicki Howard, Kim Marx, Ryan Murphy and Andrew Wines.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE:

Councillor Tracy Davis.
[bookmark: _Toc128755784]A	LEASE OF COUNCIL LAND TO COMMUNITY ORGANISATIONS
112/445/439/205
426/2022-23
1.	The Divisional Manager, Lifestyle and Community Services, provided the information below.

2.	In accordance with section 217 of the City of Brisbane Regulation 2012 (the Regulation), Council cannot enter into a valuable non-current asset contract (relevantly, a lease in respect of land or contract for the disposal of land) unless it first:
(a)	invites written tenders for the contract; or 
(b)	offers the valuable non-current asset for sale by auction.

3.	Section 226(1) of the Regulation provides a number of exceptions that Council may apply to the disposal of an interest in land other than by way of tender or auction, including, but not limited to, land that is to be leased to a government agency or a community organisation.

4.	Council currently leases properties to the community organisations listed in Attachment B (submitted on file) for community, sport, recreation, and cultural purposes.

5.	To ensure the continued effective management of Council’s community, sport, recreation and cultural facilities, it is proposed that Council resolve to apply the exception provided by section 226(1)(b)(ii) of the Regulation to the properties identified in Attachment B (submitted on file).

6.	Local Councillors have been informed of Council’s intention to apply the exception and continue lease negotiations with the relevant organisations within their ward.

7.	The Divisional Manager provided the following recommendation and the Committee agreed.

8.	RECOMMENDATION:

THAT COUNCIL RESOLVE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE DRAFT RESOLUTION SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder.

Attachment A
Draft Resolution

DRAFT RESOLUTION TO DISPOSE OF AN INTEREST IN LAND BY LEASE IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 226(1) OF THE CITY OF BRISBANE REGULATION 2012

As:

(i)	Council is the owner of the land (freehold), or the trustee of the land, as set out in Attachment B (submitted on file), which is used, or is proposed to be used, for community, sport, recreation and cultural purposes

(ii)	Council proposes to renew existing leases in respect of land which is used, or is proposed to be used, for community, sport, recreation and cultural purposes

(iii)	section 226(2) of the City of Brisbane Regulation 2012 requires that Council decide by resolution that exceptions set out in section 226(1) of the City of Brisbane Regulation 2012 may apply before disposing of a valuable non-current asset other than by way of tender or auction,

then Council:

(i)	resolves that the exception set out in section 226(1)(b)(ii) of the City of Brisbane Regulation 2012 applies to the disposal of the properties by way of lease, as described in Attachment B (submitted on file).
ADOPTED

[bookmark: _Toc128755785]B	PROPOSED EASEMENT RESUMPTION FOR THE CARROL LANE SPRING HILL RELIEF DRAINAGE PROJECT
		112/20/711/1242
427/2022-23
9.	The Divisional Manager, City Planning and Sustainability, provided the information below.

10.	The Carrol Lane Spring Hill Relief Drainage project will reduce the incidence of flooding caused by the inadequate piped drainage system and give an alternative overland flow path from Carrol Lane to Bowen Street.

11.	Following reports of flooding to the building situated at 70 Bowen Street, Spring Hill, Council commissioned a study of the existing stormwater drainage network in the locality. The Carrol Lane Spring Hill Drainage Investigation identified that the flooding was caused by a combination of insufficient pipe and inlet capacity, and a lack of alternative overland flow paths to cater for the excess flow during major storm events. 

12.	The report states that the natural overland flow path is obstructed by development on private property. It concludes that the only way to relieve future flooding is to augment the existing underground pipe network in the area by providing additional underground pipe capacity to bring the system up to two‑year Average Recurrence Interval, or 39% Annual Recurrence Probability (AEP).

13.	Improvements on the land now make it impossible to provide 39% AEP immunity from stormwater flooding to the system without constructing additional pipe drainage. 

14.	It is not possible to construct the project within the existing road corridors or easements. To facilitate the project, it will be necessary to acquire a volumetric easement for drainage purposes through private property located at 98 Bowen Street, Spring Hill, shown outlined in yellow in Attachment E (submitted on file).

15.	On 10 August 2022, the Divisional Manager, City Planning and Sustainability, approved the issuing of a Notice of Intention to Resume for Drainage (underground) purposes over the subject property. Council issued this notice on 29 August 2022 and received no objections. The plan of the proposed easement is shown in Attachment C (submitted on file) and the easement terms are shown in Attachment D (submitted on file).

16.	Negotiations for compensation will continue concurrently with the formal resumption process. Upon completion, the subject property owners’ reduced interest will be converted to a right to claim compensation, pursuant to the provisions of the Acquisition of Land Act 1967. In these circumstances, it is best practice for Council to make an application to the Minister for Resources to approve the resumption of the easement under the Acquisition of Land Act 1967.

17.	The Divisional Manager provided the following recommendation and the Committee agreed.

18.	RECOMMENDATION:

THAT COUNCIL RESOLVE AS PER THE DRAFT RESOLUTION SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder.

Attachment A
Draft Resolution

DRAFT RESOLUTION TO MAKE AN APPLICATION TO THE MINISTER FOR RESOURCES FOR THE RESUMPTION OF PRIVATE PROPERTY FOR THE CARROL LANE SPRING HILL RELIEF DRAINAGE PROJECT
 
(1)	As:

1. on 29 August 2022, Council, in accordance with the provisions of the Acquisition of Land Act 1967, issued a Notice of Intention to Resume a volumetric easement over privately‑owned land, set out and identified in Attachment B (submitted on file)

1. no objections in writing were received from the owner described in Attachment B (submitted on file),

then Council is of the opinion that:

1. the volumetric easement described in Attachment B and shown on the plans in Attachment C (submitted on file) is required for Drainage (underground) Purposes

1. it is necessary to acquire the said easement.

(2)	Council approves: 

1. City Legal, City Administration and Governance, making the required application to the Minister for Resources to approve the resumption of the easement under the Acquisition of Land Act 1967.
ADOPTED

[bookmark: _Toc128755786][bookmark: _Hlk127365478]C	KANGAROO POINT GREEN BRIDGE PROJECT
112/20/439/593
428/2022-23
19.	The Divisional Manager, Brisbane Infrastructure, provided the information below.

20.	Commercial-in-Confidence details have been removed from this report, highlighted in yellow and replaced with the word [Commercial-in-Confidence].

21.	As part of the Kangaroo Point Green Bridge design process, Council identified a number of potential commercial opportunities that align with Council’s objectives to provide a high-quality bridge experience for all users.

22.	One of those opportunities involves the creation of a volumetric allotment above the Brisbane River, (referred to as PAV3) to accommodate an elevated food and beverage facility located on the bridge, approximately 60 metres east of the city landing site. The proposed location of the elevated food and beverage facility is shown hatched in orange at Attachment B (submitted on file) and an artist’s impressions of the facility are shown at Attachment C (submitted on file).

23.	The Brisbane River is owned by the State of Queensland represented by the Department of Resources (DOR) as Unallocated State Land. 

[bookmark: _Hlk127365326]24.	To secure the tenure for PAV3, Council lodged an application with the DOR to lease the volumetric allotment. DOR has now offered to grant Council a Term Lease of the allotment for a term of 30 years on the following conditions, as shown at Attachment D (submitted on file):
-	Council is to pay an annual rental being 6% of the assessed value of the volumetric allotment as set out in the DOR offer (rental is currently assessed at [Commercial-in-Confidence] plus GST of [Commercial-in-Confidence], a total of [Commercial-in-Confidence], for the first year). 
-	Council is to pay the first year’s rental plus an administrative fee of [Commercial-in-Confidence] upfront.
-	Council is to prepare and submit a lease plan for the volumetric allotment.
-	Council is to pay the rent for the first year plus the administrative fee prior to 31 March 2023.

25.	The rental costs are considered reasonable, and Council is currently preparing a lease plan for the area. It is therefore recommended that Council accept the DOR’s offer.

26.	This proposed volumetric allotment footprint area is approximately 383 square metres with a volume of approximately 2,400 cubic metres, shown at Attachment B (submitted on file).

27.	The Divisional Manager provided the following recommendation and the Committee agreed.

28.	RECOMMENDATION:

THAT COUNCIL RESOLVE AS PER THE DRAFT RESOLUTION SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder.

Attachment A
Draft Resolution

DRAFT RESOLUTION TO ACCEPT AN OFFER FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF RESOURCES FOR A LEASE FOR PART OF THE BRISBANE RIVER TO ALLOW FOR A FOOD AND BEVERAGE FACILITY AS PART OF THE KANGAROO POINT GREEN BRIDGE

As:

1. Council has proposed to include a food and beverage facility on the Kangaroo Point Green Bridge

1. Council requested a lease from the Department of Resources (DOR) over a volumetric allotment over part of the Brisbane River to secure the required land for the facility

1. the DOR has offered to lease the required volumetric allotment to Council, shown at Attachment D (submitted on file)

then Council: 

1. approves entering into a lease for the volumetric allotment as set out in Schedule 1 of this resolution.

Schedule 1

	
	[bookmark: _Toc128573799]Details of Lease

	[bookmark: _Toc128573800]Lessor
	[bookmark: _Toc128573801]State of Queensland represented by Department of Resources

	[bookmark: _Toc128573802]Property 
	Part of the Brisbane River as shown at Attachment B 

	Term 
	30 years

	[bookmark: _Toc128573803]Rental 
	6% of the assessed valuation of the volumetric allotment for rental purposes (rental is currently assessed at $[Commercial-in-Confidence] plus GST for the first year)

	[bookmark: _Toc128573804]Conditions
	The lease documentation is to be on terms and conditions acceptable to the Chief Legal Counsel, City Legal, City Administration and Governance.


ADOPTED

Chair:	Councillor LANDERS.
[bookmark: _Toc114546464][bookmark: _Toc114546753]
ADJOURNMENT:
	429/2022-23
At that time, 3.05pm, it was resolved on the motion of Councillor Sandy LANDERS, seconded by Councillor Sarah HUTTON, that the meeting adjourn for a period of 15 minutes, to commence only when all Councillors had vacated the Chamber and the doors locked.

Council stood adjourned at 3.09pm.




UPON RESUMPTION:

Chair:	Thank you Councillors. 
DEPUTY MAYOR, Economic Development and Brisbane 2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games Committee report, please.


[bookmark: _Toc128755787]ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND THE BRISBANE 2032 OLYMPIC AND PARALYMPIC GAMES COMMITTEE

The DEPUTY MAYOR (Councillor Krista ADAMS), Civic Cabinet Chair of the Economic Development and the Brisbane 2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Sarah HUTTON that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 21 February 2023, be adopted.

Chair:	DEPUTY MAYOR.
DEPUTY MAYOR:	Thank you, Mr Chair. This morning we heard about the Women in Business grants that the LORD MAYOR spoke about today and all the fantastic opportunities there are in the Business Hub. But again, I want to remind everybody that they’re there for all of your small businesses or independent operators who want that support going in, trying to start, grow or expand their business.
	Coming up this week is the ‘Winning Government Business: The $18 Billion Opportunity’. So, I don’t have it here, but my guess is it’s going to be run by Gov Ready. They do an amazing job in supporting businesses to be ready for government tenders. That is being held on Tuesday 7 March, next Tuesday, 9.30am until 11am. 
We’ve had some great feedback recently—‘Solving the People Gap: Train, Engage, Retain and Perform’, apparently David was an engaging and excellent speaker who provided a new perspective that I think has been overlooked by a lot of companies. CCIQ (Chamber of Commerce and Industry Queensland) released their latest Pulse report findings and a lot of the people that visited found it very interesting and useful. Somebody saying it was their first Pulse survey and they thanked them for sharing it as well. They found the talk really informative, and the audience was really engaged on a conversation about sustainability for Queensland business.
So, there is a lot of mentor sessions still going on as well. So, make sure you let your businesses know. The business, The Flourishing Doc helps organisations and individuals understand what humans need to flourish so they can realise their potential and create a reality that they’re happy with, if somebody needs that mentoring or the mentee requests for transformation and growth. So, Simone has provided some great insights into opportunities to expand the market share as a global speaker. It’s going from strength to strength, and I have to say that the BEDA (Brisbane Economic Development Agency) team are doing a wonderful job.
Last week’s presentation was something else that the BEDA team have been doing in the Business Growth, Trade and Growth and that is MedTech aggregation. So, the MedTech Accelerator program was launched six months ago to help the MedTech sector in Brisbane. We understand that MedTech companies in Brisbane are quickly gaining global traction as one of the great health and tech hubs of the world.
Our health sector is one of the leading contributors to the city’s growth trajectory with an economic impact of more than $6 billion a year and supports around 115,000 jobs. Our international partners have been telling us the innovation coming out of Brisbane is of a remarkable standard, with the potential to make a major impact globally and the aim of the accelerator program was to do exactly that; build the capabilities of local companies and help take these innovations to global markets and capital investors. 
The cohort this year was made up of 10 very talented MedTech companies based in Brisbane and most of which are small to medium. The program has included a range of workshops, round tables, networking opportunities, culminating in a business mission to participate in the Innovators Pitch Challenge as part of the J.P. Morgan health week in San Francisco. 
That health week is one of the most competitive investor environments in the world. Fifty international businesses took part in the challenge, and we were thrilled when there was a peer competition for the best in show, that we finished in the top four—first, third and highly commended. Now, I heard quietly, that we should have got second as well but they thought it was a bit much to give us first, second and third.
So not only were we recognised as the most successful group that was there, many of them have now walked away with investment deals on the table. So, it’s a very exciting time in our Brisbane MedTech story. BEDA have done a fantastic job in bringing this sector together as part of the accelerator program and congratulations to all the businesses involved in the program, particularly to those winners, Field Orthopaedics, Max Kelsen and Microbio. Thank you.
Chair:	Thank you. 
	Is there any further debate? No further debate. 
	We put this report to the vote. 

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of the report of the Economic Development and the Brisbane 2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games Committee was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows

ATTENDANCE:

[bookmark: _Hlk79429955]The Deputy Mayor, Councillor Krista Adams (Civic Cabinet Chair), Councillor Sarah Hutton (Deputy Chair), and Councillors Greg Adermann, Jared Cassidy and Steven Huang.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE:

Councillor Kara Cook.
[bookmark: _Toc128755788]A	COMMITTEE PRESENTATION – MEDTECH
430/2022-23
[bookmark: _Hlk50022291]1.	The General Manager, Business Growth, Trade and Talent, Brisbane Economic Development Agency (BEDA), attended the meeting to provide an overview on Brisbane’s medical technology (MedTech). She provided the information below.
 
2.	Brisbane’s health sector supports approximately 116,000 jobs and contributes approximately $16.1 billion annually to the economy. 

3.	BEDA’s aim for MedTech is to build the capability of local companies to grow and expand internationally by creating connections with global markets and capital investors. It also aims to attract new business and funding for companies to return previously outsourced advanced manufacturing from offshore to Brisbane. Once an investment has been secured, BEDA will assist companies with retention and expansion.

4.	The Committee were shown photos of the 2023 J.P. Morgan Healthcare Conference in San Francisco, which was attended by the following Brisbane-based companies:
-	Clinials - uses artificial intelligence to recruit participants for clinical trials, with pre‑screening and eligibility checks
-	De Motu Cordis - developing a needle-free, adrenaline-based technology for the emergency medicine market
-	Field Orthopaedics - designed orthopaedic implants to repair complex fractures of the hand.
-	Laronix - developed a bionic voice box. 
-	Max Kelsen - provides a platform for healthcare and life-sciences organisations to build and deploy artificial intelligence and machine learning into clinical practice.
-	Microbio - developed a test to identify pathogens that cause sepsis.
-	Midnight Health - a digital health platform to help patients access telehealth consultations, prescriptions, treatments and other services.
-	Eevi – manufacturer of personal medical alarms.
-	TickerCardiology - provides a platform to improve diagnostic cardiology services using cloud‑based technology.
-	Canaria Tech – producer of a wearable device to monitor cognitive fatigue and heat stress.

5.	Following a question from the Committee, the Civic Cabinet Chair thanked the General Manager for her informative presentation.

6.	RECOMMENDATION:

	THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.
ADOPTED

Chair:	Councillor MURPHY. Transport Committee report please.


[bookmark: _Toc128755789]TRANSPORT COMMITTEE

Councillor Ryan MURPHY, Civic Cabinet Chair of the Transport Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Sarah HUTTON, that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 21 February 2023, be adopted.

Chair:	Councillor MURPHY.
Councillor MURPHY:	Mr Chair, last week’s presentation at the Transport Committee meeting was about Safer Paths to School. I know this program has been really popular with Councillors and the community since it began in 2019. So quite a young program but quite a popular one. This program aims to build and upgrade footpaths around schools to allow students, parents, carers and teachers to travel on a network of safe and connected footpaths. Around what are very, very busy trip generators across our city.
	Since it started, the program has delivered 15 kilometres of new and wider footpaths. The total distance of footpaths built by the Safer Paths to School program in the last financial year was 4.2 kilometres’ worth of footpaths delivered. In the 2022 calendar year alone, the project delivered 19 projects supporting active travel to and from 18 schools in Brisbane. Of those 18 schools, Mr Chair, 12 are participants in the Active School Travel program. Council’s award-winning behaviour change program that encourages the community to leave their car at home and actively travel to school.
	Community participation and engagement are at the heart of the Safer Paths to School program. This is because potential locations for new or wider footpaths are identified through a range of ways: customer and Councillor requests directly to Council, and parent and student surveyswhich many times will come out of the Active School Travel program and school traffic management plans. The footpaths are built and upgraded and can fulfil a range of functions, such as closing a gap in the footpath network around the school, extending the drop-off and pick-up areas and linking currently available paths to the closest, safe crossing area. 
One of the greatest functions of the program was fulfilled in 2022, Mr Chair. We built a footpath around Mansfield State High School, which allowed a child with impaired mobility to reach the school independently and actively, which was a great outcomewe’re very pleased to tell that story, Chair. An example of how this program can literally change peoples’ lives. 
	Safer Paths to School is a significant initiative of the Schrinner Council in supporting active travel to and from schools and reducing congestion around school zones. In 2023, Council will continue to deliver Safer Paths to School across Brisbane and will identify and assess a number of new locations to be included.
	Mr Chair, the Committee also considered a response to a petition requesting an upgraded walking and cycling link across Lota Creek in Lota. These petitioners are concerned with regular saltwater inundation of the causeway over Lota Creek. The area of the Lota Creek boardwalk has quite a complex environment, including tidal environment and ecologically significant vegetation. The petition has also requested an alternative off-road walking and cycling connection between Thorneside and Lota.
	Building this alternative would require significant detailed planning and feasibility investigations due to the environmental considerations. We acknowledge that the petitioners have raised valid concerns and I can assure them we’re committed to delivering more active transport networks and improving the resilience of the network that we do have. Council will capital list the petitioners’ requests for future budgetary consideration. The local Councillor, Peter CUMMING has been consulted and sadly didn’t support the Committee’s recommendation. I’ll leave further debate to the Chamber.
Chair:	Is there further debate? 
	Councillor CUMMING.
Councillor CUMMING:	Thank you. In relation to this matter, firstly, the Safer Paths to School, there’s been a number of schools in the Wynnum Manly area actively involved with the schools program and they haven’t scored one square metre of footpath. So, you know it’s obviously—I’m interested to know the basis on which they’re handed out because they haven’t done any benefit to the Wynnum Manly—schools in Wynnum Manly.
	Secondly, in relation to item B, the petition, this is a significant section of footway, of bike path. The problem with itit’s a ridiculous situation really—about 15 times a month when the tide gets above a certain level, it doesn’t have to be a massive king tide of a tidal surge or anything out here in the bay, the water comes over the footpath. It starts at about 20 centimetres over and it goes up to 50 centimetres over on a regular basis. 
	So, people coming along on their bikes and suddenly there’s water ahead of them. It’s all right for these cyclists with the lightweight, expensive bikes, and they can lift them up over their head and carry them through the salty water. Because that’s what they need to do because they don’t want to get salty water all over their expensive bikes, but it’s not very good for people with heavier bikes, your leisure riders. It’s not very good for people with scooters and it’s also—it’s absolutely hopeless for poor people coming along in their wheelchairs or their motorised wheelchairs. They can’t get through there at all.
	So, if the tide’s up, forget about that bike path, forget about that—it’s not only—it doubles as a pedestrian access as well. So, it’s a very poor facility and yet it’s part of the Moreton Bay Cycleway, which, you knowthe famous Redcliffe to Redlands cycleway, which has otherwise got some very good aspects to it, but this one, it’s a shocker. 
	The problem for the—as I said it’s the other users of the—the other thing, sorry, I forgot, sorry. One of the other things that there’s a problem with is the fact that once the water gets beyond a certain depth, there’s a real risk the causeway, which gets flooded all the timeI’d call it a causeway, it’s a concreted area. It’s quite a drop from the edge of the concreted area down to the bottom of the creek, the mudflats, as it were, next door. There’s a real risk of anyone stepping over the edge and twisting their ankle or otherwise suffering injury as well. So, it’s a very unsatisfactory situation. 
	The response that’s put through the Chamber is that—it’s actually a fairly brutal response. It’s not even promising it will be listed. It’s saying it will cost a lot of money to do any planning for this sort of project. Given the costs involved, Council is not going to do anything at all about it. So, the petitioners suggested an alternative response, parallel to the railway line between Lota and Thorneside in the Redlands. Because this is where this cycleway goes to into the Redlands area and that’s not considered satisfactory by Council either. So, they’re not going to do any money on any design of that project either. In other words, so they put up two projects and you’re not going to get either of them. 
Now this is—as I said, this is a really busy area. I’d like Council to do a count of the number of people that use the cycleway. It’s not very well-designed as well. It’s a wooden structure, to start with and it’s notorious for getting rotten board in it after a certain period of time and that needs replacing on a regular basis. 
	The angles that the path’s designed at are quite sharp, so it’s not really good for cyclists either. It’s just, as I said, it’s a very inadequate facility. It needs to be put on a list to have some serious money spent to get the project done and to benefit everyone who uses it. As I said large numbers of cyclists and large numbers of pedestrians as well. So, this is not a satisfactory response, that’s why I didn’t support it in Committee. I call on Council to get serious and improve this area of bikeway and pedestrian access.
Councillor interjecting.
Chair:	Thank you.
	Further debate? 
	Councillor ATWOOD.
Councillor ATWOOD:	Thank you, Mr Chair. I rise to speak about item A today, our Safer Paths for School. I wanted to take this opportunity to thank our incredible officers from our Safer Paths to School team. Yesterday, work started in Zahel Street in Carina to construct a new footpath connecting Carina State School to the Clem Jones Centre. A very busy sporting precinct where Carina State School students walk every day for their swimming lessons.
	There was a footpath on the other side of the road to the Clem Jones, but it was really narrow, it was steep and it also had no proper connection from the southern to the northern side where the students had to go. So, we really needed one on the northern section.
	The new footpath though, was no easy feat. We had to move a fence, we also had to re-align the boundary as well, but that is exactly what Ben Clayton and his team from the Safer Paths to School team did this financial year. They worked really closely with the Clem Jones Centre to make those realignments, to make enough room to build the new footpath. Providing a much safer option for students to walk to and from school and for also—for the students to get down for their swimming lessons.
	I have no doubt those students will also feel more comfortable walking to the Clem Jones before and after school for their sporting activities, as now they’ll be able to cross at the lights and walk safely to the Clem Jones Centre. I’ve also spoken to Steve from the Clem Jones Welfare Association a number of times and he has nothing but praise for Ben and his team. He says that they have been amazing to work with, so thank you Ben. So, from everyone in the Doboy and Chandler Wards, thank you to our Safer Paths to School team for the incredible work you do for our communities.
Chair:	Thank you. 
	Any further debate?
Councillor CUMMING:	Sorry, just a point of order about—
Chair:	Oh, point of order to you Councillor CUMMING.
Councillor CUMMING:	Could item B—
Chair:	Could you put your microphone on, please?

Seriatim - Clause B
	Councillor Peter CUMMING requested that Clause B, PETITION – REQUESTING COUNCIL PROVIDE AN UPGRADED WALKING AND CYCLING LINK ACROSS LOTA CREEK, LOTA, be taken seriatim for voting purposes.



Councillor CUMMING:	Thank you.
Chair:	Okay, any further debate? 
	Councillor MURPHY, do you want to round up?
Councillor MURPHY:	Yes, thanks very much, Chair, and I thank Councillors for their contribution on this debate. In terms of Councillor ATWOOD, I very much appreciate the project. Having been the local Councillor in a past life myself, Zahel Street is definitely in line for that upgrade, and I know how much those school students will have appreciated that upgrade. So fantastic that you could work closely with your community to deliver that project, Councillor ATWOOD.
	In terms of Councillor CUMMING, Chair. Well, look, it’s a shame, I think that in just a few weeks’ time the Labor Opposition will be losing one of their most talented and comfortable, experienced team members. It will be a shame, I think, to see Councillor CUMMING go. I do think that his contribution on the Lota Boardwalk project will probably be seen—you know years after he’s gone from this place as one of his magnum opus’. Because—
Councillors interjecting.
Councillor MURPHY:	—he said to our officers in an email, when it came to vote—to make the recommendation on this report. He said, and I quote, ‘Council should never have built a cycle track that went under water every time there is a high tide’. You know what, Mr Chair? Councillor CUMMING has a point. He has a point there. So, who would have constructed this bikeway that goes under water—
Councillors interjecting.
Councillor MURPHY:	—all the time? No, no, look, I thought it’s got to be us. So, I did a little bit of research.
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor MURPHY:	I had a look at the aerial imagery. Would you believe that the Lota Creek Boardwalk was built in 2000 and 2001. 
Councillors interjecting.
Councillor MURPHY:	Do you know who was in charge of this Council at the time that that was built, Mr Chair?
Councillors interjecting.
Councillor MURPHY:	It was a Labor Party. It was—so this boardwalk that goes under water is a famous—
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor MURPHY:	—is a famous legacy project of Lord Mayor Jim Soorley who I understand likes to spend a bit of his time on the Wynnum foreshore doing all sorts of different things. I don’t know if Lord Mayor Jim gets any spare time these days to inspect his handywork, but make no mistake, this boardwalk is yet another failed infrastructure project delivered by that Lord Mayor. Poorly planned, poorly executed. Reminds me of the Coronation Drive tidal flow system, which was so bad that years later we were still dealing with the issues from his time in office.
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor MURPHY:	Frankly, this boardwalk is just another legacy issue that this Council will have to clean up and deal with. You know, Chair, it is just so ironic that this project was delivered as part of a Council that Councillor CUMMING was an administration member of.
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor MURPHY:	Look, the fact that they delivered this project is one thing. The fact that they can’t remember that they delivered it is another. Then they try to blame the Schrinner Council for the problems we are still dealing with years later. I think that is, Councillor CUMMING—it’s too good, it’s too rich and I thank you for your contribution on this item. We will miss you dearly.
Councillors interjecting.
Chair:	Thank you.
	We now move to the vote on this report. Item A first, item A in the Transport Committee report. 

Clause A put

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of Clause A of the report of the Transport Committee was declared carried on the voices.

Chair:	Item B in the Transport Committee report. 

Clause B put

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of Clause B of the report of the Transport Committee was declared carried on the voices.

Thereupon, Councillors Peter CUMMING and Kara COOK immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared carried.

The voting was as follows:

AYES: 16 -	Councillors Greg ADERMANN, Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, Sarah HUTTON, Sandy LANDERS, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, Peter MATIC, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Angela OWEN, Steven TOOMEY and Andrew WINES.

NOES: 6 -	The Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Jared CASSIDY, and Councillors Kara COOK, Peter CUMMING, Steve GRIFFITHS, Charles STRUNK and Jonathan SRIRANGANATHAN.

ABSTENTIONS: 1 -	Councillor Nicole JOHNSTON. 

The report read as follows

ATTENDANCE:

Councillor Ryan Murphy (Civic Cabinet Chair), Councillor Angela Owen (Deputy Chair), and Councillors Jared Cassidy, Steven Huang and David McLachlan. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE:

Councillor Jonathan Sriranganathan.
[bookmark: _Toc128755790]A	COMMITTEE PRESENTATION – SAFER PATHS TO SCHOOL
431/2022-23
1.	The Transport Network Operations Manager, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, attended the meeting to provide an update on the Safer Paths to School suburban works program (the program). She provided the information below.

2.	The program aims to build and upgrade footpaths around schools to allow students, parents, carers and teachers to travel on a network of safe and connected footpaths. Since the program began in 2019, over 15 kilometres of new and wider footpaths have been constructed. These footpaths support active travel to and from schools and reduce congestion around school zones.

3.	Potential locations for new or wider footpaths are identified by customer and Councillor requests, parent and student surveys and school traffic management plans. In 2022, Council completed footpath works at the following schools:
-	Belmont State School (Scrub Road, Carindale)
-	Calamvale Community College (Beaudesert Road, Calamvale)
-	Graceville State School (Turner Street, Chelmer)
-	Padua College (Turner Road, Kedron)
-	Pullenvale State School (Grandview Road, Pullenvale)
-	Seven Hills State School (Claudia Road, Seven Hills)
-	St Brendan’s Catholic Primary School (Avison Street, Moorooka)
-	St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School (Eldorado Street, Bracken Ridge)
-	St Thomas More College (Turton Street, Sunnybank)
-	Wellers Hill State School (Toohey Road, Tarragindi)
-	Mansfield State High School (Mansfield Place, Mansfield)
	-	St Margaret’s Anglican Girls School (Kidston Street and Towers Street, Ascot).

4.	In 2023, Council will continue to deliver the program across Brisbane, and will identify and assess new locations to be included.

5.	Following a number of questions from the Committee, the Civic Cabinet Chair thanked the Transport Network Operations Manager for her informative presentation.

6.	RECOMMENDATION:

	THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.
ADOPTED
[bookmark: _Toc128755791]B	PETITION – REQUESTING COUNCIL PROVIDE AN UPGRADED WALKING AND CYCLING LINK ACROSS LOTA CREEK, LOTA
		137/220/594/102
432/2022-23
7.	A petition requesting Council provide an upgraded walking and cycling link across Lota Creek, Lota, was presented to the meeting of Council held on 17 May 2022, by Councillor Ryan Murphy, and received.

8.	The General Manager, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, provided the following information.

9.	The petition contains 137 signatures. Of the petitioners, 53 live in Wynnum Manly Ward, 24 live in other wards in the City of Brisbane and 60 live outside the City of Brisbane.

10.	The petitioners are concerned with regular saltwater inundation of the causeway over Lota Creek. Attachment B (submitted on file) shows a locality map indicating the key areas of inundation.

11.	The petitioners’ request to upgrade the Chelsea Road causeway and the Lota Creek Boardwalk in Ransome has been noted. The complex environmental constraints of the mangrove area, including the tidal environment and ecologically significant vegetation, would require consideration as part of a future design, and subsequently, an upgrade is likely to be high cost. Council has no plans to upgrade the Lota Creek Boardwalk at this time. While there are no current plans or funding for this upgrade, it will be considered in a future Council budget, subject to assessment against other citywide priorities.

12.	The petitioners’ request for an alternative off-road walking and cycling connection between Thornside and Lota has also been noted. While a cycling connection between Lota and Thornside, adjacent to the Cleveland rail line, is identified as a future local cycle route in the Bicycle network overlay (BNO) in Brisbane City Plan 2014, this route would require detailed planning and feasibility investigations due to significant environmental considerations across Tingalpa and Lota Creeks and along the rail corridor. As such, Council has no funding for the design or construction of this route currently. 

13.	Many new and upgraded links in the active transport network can be challenging to deliver due to site constraints and available budget, with some projects requiring a staged approach and feasibility investigations to determine affordable and deliverable results. While this network grows, there will be some locations where connections are not as ideal as Council would like. However, Council is working hard to enhance the cycle facilities on a citywide basis to ensure funding is provided to those projects that provide the greatest benefit to the community.

Consultation

14.	Councillor Peter Cumming, Councillor for Wynnum Manly Ward, has been consulted and does not support the recommendation.

Customer impact

15.	The response will address the petitioners’ concerns.

[bookmark: _Hlk21938734][bookmark: _Hlk124239459]16.	The General Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed, with Councillor Jared Cassidy dissenting. 

17.	RECOMMENDATION:

THAT THE INFORMATION IN THIS SUBMISSION BE NOTED AND THE DRAFT RESPONSE, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE SENT TO THE HEAD PETITIONER.

Attachment A
Draft Response

Petition Reference: 137/220/594/102

Thank you for your petition requesting Council provide an updated walking and cycling link across Lota Creek, Lota.

Your request to upgrade the Chelsea Road causeway and the Lota Creek Boardwalk in Ransome has been noted. The complex environmental constraints of the mangrove area, including the tidal environment and ecologically significant vegetation, would require consideration as part of a future design, and subsequently, an upgrade is likely to be high cost. Council has no plans to upgrade the Lota Creek Boardwalk at this time. While there are no current plans or funding for this upgrade, it will be considered in a future Council budget, subject to assessment against other citywide priorities.

Your request for an alternative off-road walking and cycling connection between Thornside and Lota has also been noted. While a cycling connection between Lota and Thornside, adjacent to the Cleveland rail line, is identified as a future local cycle route in the Bicycle network overlay (BNO) in Brisbane City Plan 2014, this route would require detailed planning and feasibility investigations due to significant environmental considerations across Tingalpa and Lota Creeks and along the rail corridor. As such, Council has no funding for the design or construction of this route currently. 

Many new and upgraded links in the active transport network can be challenging to deliver due to site constraints and available budget, with some projects requiring a staged approach and feasibility investigations to determine affordable and deliverable results. While this network grows, there will be some locations where connections are not as ideal as Council would like. However, Council is working hard to enhance the cycle facilities on a citywide basis to ensure funding is provided to those projects that provide the greatest benefit to the community.

The above information will be forwarded to the other petitioners via email.

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Mr Thomas Thai, Senior Transport Planner, Policy Strategy and Planning, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, on (07) 3403 3424.

Thank you for raising this matter.
ADOPTED

Chair:	Councillor WINES, Infrastructure Committee report, please.


[bookmark: _Toc128755792]INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE

Councillor Andrew WINES, Civic Cabinet Chair of the Infrastructure Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Peter MATIC, that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 21 February 2023, be adopted.

Chair:	Councillor WINES.
Councillor WINES:	Very briefly, Mr Chair, I just wanted to speak to the presentation we had on the south-west Brisbane road upgrades. We hear a lot about Bracken Ridge ward, we hear a lot about Rochedale, Priestdale. What happens in the south‑eastern suburbs. We hear a lot about a range of projects. But I wanted to make sure that this Council knew that we care about all the compass points of the city.
	In particular I wanted to make mention of two Committee members who are clearly south-western, there’s the Councillor for Jamboree, the Councillor for Forest Lake, the Councillor for Moorooka may wish to count himself that way. So, I wanted to make sure that we address Committee members’ projects and priorities. I know that I have personally attended two light switching-ons with Councillor HUTTON. So, I just wanted to make mention that this is a Council committed to all the compass points here in the city. This was a presentation providing evidence of that.
	There are two petitions presented, which were supported by the Committee and the local Councillor. I look forward to further contributions. 
Chair:	Thank you.
	Is there further debate? 
	Councillor HUTTON.
Councillor HUTTON:	Thank you, Mr Chair. Whilst Councillor WINES did share that we do love hearing about Bracken Ridge ward, I was very excited to hear this presentation on the south-west corridor. Over the last 18 months, Council has delivered four major upgrades which I wish to speak about today. The first being the Industrial and Campbell Avenue upgrade in Wacol. 
	Now this is part—this Wacol area, the location where this industrialist is—sorry, let me start again. The location where this upgrade is happening is located within our industrial estate. So, there’s very heavy vehicle movements through this corridor.
	Now this was a Black Spot-funded program, which replaced the priority‑controlled intersection with a give way sign. Which had a give way sign through to Campbell Avenue. It then replaced it with a roundabout. Over the previous couple of years there had been 15 accidents that had occurred in this area and mostly that was due to people not giving way on Campbell Avenue and failing to give way to those users on Industrial Avenue.
	The improvements included establishing, obviously, the roundabout and upgrades to footpaths and ramps. Since the completion of this road upgrade, benefits have included safety improvements for all road users and has obviously decreased the vehicle speeds and movements around this intersection. We had heard from local businesses that has been a huge improvement to their access and ability to use that area, so that’s fantastic.
	Now further down this corridor we have seen an upgrade of Boundary Road and Formation Street in Wacol. Which, again, was a Black Spot-funded program. This intersection improvement at this site included widening the roundabout centre island to increase the turning movement for vehicles entering the roundabout and reducing the speeds through the intersection. The larger centre island has improved the visibility of approaching traffic and provided awareness for vehicles in the priority. 
The upgrade has improved safety for all users and local businesses like Easter Transport have also been shouting from the rooftops at the investment that we have made here. It has made it a lot easier for their drivers to get home sooner and safer.
The Monier Road and Bellwood Street upgrade in Darra was jointly funded by Council and the Australian Government Roads to Recovery Program. Monier Road provides an east-west connection between Centenary Highway and Oxley Road. It talks almost 12,000 vehicles per day. Prior to the upgrade I personally had witnessed four accidents at this intersection, so the installation of these traffic lights was a welcomed investment by my entire community. I’d like to put on record, also, my appreciation to Councillor WINES and the entire team who navigated the construction of this intersection during the February floods. 
The final project I wanted to highlight was the Boundary Road and Skepper Street upgrade in Ellen Grove. The road improvements included signalised intersection to control the right turn as well as the provision for pedestrian movements. The intersection is at the very edge of our city with the Ipswich boundary merely metres away from these signals.
This area is both residential and industrial so the investment in this location had been welcomed by many, with the high number of crashes, with motorists turning from Skepper Street into Boundary Road. In June 2022, as Councillor WINES shared, it was wonderful to join the team to officially turn on the lights at this intersection. A huge win for the local community.
Finally, I want to put on record my appreciation to the team behind each of these projects. We truly appreciate the work that you do bringing these projects to life. Whether it be developing the designs, seeking project funding, or preparing the Communications Plan. We truly appreciate what you do, thank you.
Chair:	Thank you.
	Any further debate? 
	Councillor WINES.
Councillor WINES:	Thanks, Mr Chair. Just very quickly, in summary and response. The projects not listed that were presented—that were presented but not listed by Councillor HUTTON, were of course, Rosemary Street and Biota Street, Inala and Forest Lake Boulevard and Rudyard Street at Forest Lake.
	Now also Councillor HUTTON made mention of Black Spot funding. I thought it was important that all Councillors just get a bit more information about Black Spot funding. When we make the submission to the Federal Government requesting support for these projects, it must be—it has a number of criteria. The two big ones are of which it must be less than $2 million in cost and no accounting variations can allow for that. Must be less than $2 million at the point of submission. Also, the project must be delivered within 12 months. So, they’re the two—if people are wondering, what it is that defines that project from others, they are the two features of it.
	So can I thank Councillor HUTTON for her comments. Can I also thank the officers who have built these intersections, who have upgraded the intersections and their ongoing commitment to having a safe and efficient road network.
Councillor interjecting.
Chair:	Thank you, Councillors. We now move to the vote on the Infrastructure Committee report. Items A, B and C. 

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of the report of the Infrastructure Committee was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows

ATTENDANCE:

Councillor Andrew Wines (Civic Cabinet Chair), Councillor Peter Matic (Deputy Chair), and Councillors Sarah Hutton and Charles Strunk.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE:

Councillors Steve Griffiths and Fiona Hammond.
[bookmark: _Toc128755793]A	COMMITTEE PRESENTATION – SOUTH WEST BRISBANE ROAD UPGRADE
433/2022-23
1.	The Program Director Civil and Transport, Project Management, City Projects Office, Brisbane Infrastructure, attended the meeting to provide an update on south-west Brisbane road upgrades. He provided the information below.

2.	During the period of 2021-23, Council delivered six road upgrade projects in the south-western suburbs of Brisbane. Four of the road upgrades were funded by the Australian Government’s Black Spot Program, which are prioritised based on the number and severity of crashes occurring in the previous five years. The funding is capped at $2 million and is subject to solutions that comply with the Black Spot Program criteria. 

3.	The Industrial and Campbell Avenues upgrade in Wacol was a Black Spot-funded project, commencing in February 2021 and completed in May 2021. The intersection was upgraded due to the number of vehicle crashes, vehicles failing to give way and high volumes of heavy vehicles at each approach to the intersection. The road improvements included a roundabout, upgraded footpaths, as well as pram ramps, refuges and cycle ramps. Since the completion of the road upgrade, benefits include improved safety for all road users, decreased vehicle speeds and improved give way compliance.

4.	The Boundary Road and Formation Street upgrade in Wacol was a Black Spot-funded project, commencing in September 2021 and completed in April 2022. The intersection was upgraded due to motorists not giving way and colliding with vehicles on the roundabout. The road improvements included increased deflection through the roundabout to slow vehicles and improved pedestrian crossings, pathways, refuges and cycle ramps. Since the completion of the road upgrade, motorist speeds have decreased and give way compliance has increased, resulting in a safer intersection. 

5.	The Monier Road and Bellwood Street upgrade in Darra was jointly funded by Council and the Australian Government’s Roads to Recovery Program at a cost of approximately $5 million. Works commenced in December 2021 with completion in June 2022, and included a signalised intersection, turning and slip lanes on and into Bellwood Street and improved pedestrian facilities. Since its completion, there has been safety improvements for all road users in the form of additional turning facilities as well as improved footpaths, cycle lanes and pedestrian crossing points at the shopping centre.

6.	The Boundary Road and Skepper Street upgrade in Ellen Grove was funded by the Queensland Government’s Transport Infrastructure Development Scheme. Works commenced in December 2021 with completion in June 2022. The intersection was upgraded due to a high number of crashes with motorists turning from Skepper Street into Boundary Road. The road improvements included a signalised intersection to control right turns as well as provisions for pedestrian movements which improved safety for road users.

7.	The Rosemary and Biota Street intersection in Inala was upgraded due to a number of crashes with motorists turning from Biota Street into Rosemary Street. This upgrade was funded by the Black Spot Program and commenced in September 2022, with completion in November 2022. Road improvements included better visibility of existing signalised intersection infrastructure and protection for vehicles exiting Biota Street. The road upgrade provided a number of benefits including improved safety through provision of controlled right turns, improved signal visibility for motorists on Biota Street and increased vehicle space in the right-turn lane on Rosemary Street.

8.	The Forest Lake Boulevard and Rudyard Street upgrade in Forest Lake is a Black Spot-funded project, commencing in January 2023 and due for completion in mid-2023. The intersection is being upgraded due to a number of crashes with motorists turning from Rudyard Street into Forest Lake Boulevard. The planned road improvements include a signalised intersection, footpaths and pram ramps. Once completed, it is anticipated that the upgrade will provide a number of benefits including improved safety through controlled turning from Rudyard Street, improved safety for all road users as well as improved pathways and cycle ramps. 

9.	Following a number of questions from the Committee, the Civic Cabinet Chair thanked the Program Director Civil and Transport for his informative presentation.

10.	RECOMMENDATION:

	THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.
ADOPTED

[bookmark: _Toc128755794]B	PETITION – REQUESTING COUNCIL ENGAGE WITH RESIDENTS AND TAKE ACTION ON TRAFFIC AND PARKING CONCERNS ON WOONGARRA STREET, THE GAP
		137/220/594/112
434/2022-23
11.	A petition requesting Council engage with residents and take action on traffic and parking concerns on Woongarra Street, The Gap, was presented to the meeting of Council held on 7 June 2022, by Councillor Steve Toomey, and received.

12.	The General Manager, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, provided the following information.

13.	The petition contains 19 signatures, with all petitioners living on Woongarra Street.

[bookmark: _Hlk102488584]14.	Woongarra Street has a speed limit of 50 km/h and is classified as a Neighbourhood road in Council’s road hierarchy under Brisbane City Plan 2014. Neighbourhood roads connect to the major road network, providing direct property access and are suitable for most types of vehicles. Attachment B (submitted on file) shows a locality map.

15.	Council is aware that Councillor Steven Toomey, Councillor for The Gap Ward, has consulted residents of Woongarra Street on the issue. The feedback from residents has been provided to Council’s Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, for consideration and response to The Gap Ward. 

[bookmark: _Hlk126650956]16.	To further promote road safety, Speed Awareness Monitor (SAM) signs are installed on Council roads. SAMs are installed for a minimum of one month and aim to increase motorist awareness of the speed limit. The citywide program has seen a decrease in the number of motorists travelling over the speed limit when passing the signs. Motorists initially travelling above the speed limit reduced their speed by about 8 km/h across all sites since the program began in 2013.

17.	Council is currently investigating suitable locations for the installation of a SAM footing on Woongarra Street. This is planned for construction within this financial year, subject to consultation with directly adjacent residents.

18.	If the petitioners have any further concerns with traffic and parking on Woongarra Street, they are encouraged to call Council’s 24-hour Contact Centre on (07) 3403 8888 or by emailing TPO_Contact@brisbane.qld.gov.au.

Consultation

19.	Councillor Steven Toomey, Councillor for The Gap Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation.

Customer impact

20.	The submission will respond to the petitioners’ concerns.

21.	The General Manager recommended as follows and the Committee unanimously agreed.

22.	RECOMMENDATION:

THAT THE INFORMATION IN THIS SUBMISSION BE NOTED AND THE DRAFT RESPONSE, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE SENT TO THE HEAD PETITIONER.

Attachment A
Draft Response

Petition Reference: 137/220/594/112

Thank you for your petition requesting Council engage with residents and take action on traffic and parking concerns on Woongarra Street, The Gap. 

Council is aware that Councillor Steven Toomey, Councillor for The Gap Ward, has consulted residents of Woongarra Street on the issue. The feedback from residents has been provided to Council’s Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, for consideration and response to The Gap Ward. 

Should you have any further concerns with traffic and parking on Woongarra Street, you are encouraged to call Council’s 24-hour Contact Centre on (07) 3403 8888 or by emailing TPO_Contact@brisbane.qld.gov.au.

Please advise the other petitioners of this information.

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Mr Kevin Chen, Transport Network Engineer, Transport Network Operations, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, on (07) 3178 2019.
ADOPTED

[bookmark: _Toc128755795]C	PETITIONS – REQUESTING COUNCIL PROVIDE OFF-STREET PARKING FACILITIES AND INSTALL 24/7 NO PARKING RESTRICTIONS ON TRYON STREET, UPPER MT GRAVATT
		137/220/594/142 and 137/220/594/145
435/2022-23
23.	Two petitions requesting Council provide off-street parking facilities and install 24/7 no parking restrictions on Tryon Street, Upper Mt Gravatt, were presented to the meeting of Council held on 6 September 2022, by Councillor Steven Huang, and received.

[bookmark: _Hlk124241233]24.	The General Manager, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, provided the following information.

25.	The petitions contain a total of 147 signatures. Of the petitioners, 66 live on Tryon Street, 80 live on other streets in the City of Brisbane and one did not identify where they live.

26.	Tryon Street is classified as a Neighbourhood road in Council’s Brisbane City Plan 2014 (City Plan) road hierarchy and falls within a High-density residential zone. The street provides access to Tryon Market, Tryon Street Park and residential properties including multi-unit dwellings up to eight storeys. It also forms part of a local bus route. Attachment B (submitted on file) shows a locality map and Attachment C (submitted on file) shows City Plan zoning.

27.	The petitioners’ concerns with vehicle access in Tryon Street has been noted. Generally, a parked vehicle occupies two metres of road width and Tryon Street is approximately seven metres wide. Therefore, when vehicles are parked on both sides of Tryon Street, at least three metres of road width is left clear for through vehicles as required under the Queensland Road Rules. It is noted that when vehicles are parked on both sides of Tryon Street, only single lane traffic flow is possible. 

28.	The petitioners’ request for Council to install 24/7 no parking restrictions has also been noted. The northern side of Tryon Street currently has no parking restrictions between 9am and 5pm, Monday to Friday. These parking restrictions assist in allowing two-way traffic flow through the street. Council acknowledges that in some locations, vehicles travelling in opposing directions may need to pull over to allow other vehicles to pass, this is not considered undesirable as the situation helps to regulate vehicle speeds, producing a safer road environment. Provided due care and attention are taken, parking is unlikely to cause a hazard. 

29.	Generally, it is undesirable for Council to install parking restrictions in residential streets as this is an inconvenience to residents, increases vehicle speeds and causes a displacement of parking. On-street parking is a valuable community resource and Tryon Street includes a number of multi-unit dwellings where residents and visitors rely on on-street parking to supplement off-street parking. In Council’s experience, implementing parking restrictions can often have mixed levels of support within a community and can produce strong feelings amongst local residents, both for and against. Accordingly, Council does not support installing 24/7 no parking restrictions on Tryon Street.

30.	However, Council is working with Councillor Steven Huang, Councillor for MacGregor Ward, to consider the possibility of implementing short term parking restrictions along the southern side of Tryon Street. If installed, these restrictions will promote parking turnover creating opportunities for visitors to park. Councillor Huang has been working with the State member to advocate for more park ‘n’ ride spaces to alleviate the commuter and employment parking from Westfield Mt Gravatt and Upper Mt Gravatt Police Station, which has contributed significantly to Tryon Street parking.

31.	Council does not provide off-street parking facilities within local residential streets due to existing parking demand in the area. The onus is on property owners to facilitate off-street parking within their property boundary, where required. 

32.	The petitioners’ concern regarding illegal and hazardous parking preventing access on Tryon Street, has been noted. The petitioners are encouraged to report any instances of illegal and hazardous parking to Council’s 24-hour Contact Centre on (07) 3403 8888 for enforcement action.

Consultation

33.	Councillor Steven Huang, Councillor for MacGregor Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation.

Customer impact

34.	The submission responds to the petitioners’ concerns.

35.	The General Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed, with Councillor Charles Strunk dissenting.

36.	RECOMMENDATION:

THAT THE INFORMATION IN THIS SUBMISSION BE NOTED AND THE DRAFT RESPONSE, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE SENT TO THE HEAD PETITIONER.

Attachment A
Draft Response

Petition References: 137/220/594/142 and 137/220/594/145

Thank you for your petitions requesting Council provide off‑street parking facilities and install 24/7 no parking restrictions on Tryon Street, Upper Mt Gravatt.

Your concerns with vehicle access in Tryon Street have been noted. Generally, a parked vehicle occupies two metres of road width and Tryon Street is approximately seven metres wide. Therefore, when vehicles are parked on both sides of Tryon Street, at least three metres of road width is left clear for through vehicles as required under the Queensland Road Rules. It is noted that when vehicles are parked on both sides of Tryon Street, only single lane traffic flow is possible. 

Your request for Council to install 24/7 no parking restrictions has also been noted. The northern side of Tryon Street currently has no parking restrictions between 9am and 5pm, Monday to Friday. These parking restrictions assist in allowing two-way traffic flow through the street. Council acknowledges that in some locations, vehicles travelling in opposing directions may need to pull over to allow other vehicles to pass, this is not considered undesirable as the situation helps to regulate vehicle speeds producing a safer road environment. Provided due care and attention is taken, parking is unlikely to cause a hazard. 

Generally, it is undesirable to install parking restrictions in residential streets as this is an inconvenience to residents, increases vehicle speeds and causes a displacement of parking. On‑street parking is a valuable community resource and Tryon Street includes a number of multi‑unit dwellings where residents and visitors rely on on-street parking to supplement off‑street parking. In Council’s experience, implementing parking restrictions can often have mixed levels of support within a community and can produce strong feelings amongst local residents, both for and against. Accordingly, Council does not support installing 24/7 no parking restrictions on Tryon Street.

However, Council is working with Councillor Steven Huang, Councillor for MacGregor Ward, to consider the possibility of implementing short-term parking restrictions along the southern side of Tryon Street. If installed, these restrictions will promote parking turnover creating opportunities for visitors to park. Councillor Huang has been working with the State member to advocate for more park ‘n’ ride spaces to alleviate the commuter and employment parking from Westfield Mt Gravatt and Upper Mt Gravatt Police Station, which has contributed significantly to Tryon Street parking.

Council does not provide off-street parking facilities within local residential streets due to existing parking demand in the area. The onus is on property owners to facilitate off-street parking within their property boundary, where required. 

Your concern regarding illegal and hazardous parking preventing access on Tryon Street, is noted. You are encouraged to report any instances of illegal and hazardous parking to Council’s 24-hour Contact Centre on (07) 3403 8888 for enforcement action.

Please advise the other petitioners of this information.

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Mr Kiran Sreedharan, Senior Transport Network Officer, Transport Network Operations, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, on (07) 3178 1178.
ADOPTED

Chair:	Councillor ALLAN, City Planning and Suburban Committee Renewal report, please.


[bookmark: _Toc128755796]CITY PLANNING AND SUBURBAN RENEWAL COMMITTEE

Councillor Adam ALLAN, Civic Cabinet Chair of the City Planning and Suburban Renewal Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Fiona HAMMOND, that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 21 February 2023, be adopted.

Chair:	Councillor ALLAN.
Councillor ALLAN:	Thank you, Mr Chair. Item A was a Committee presentation on an approved development at 157 Leichhardt Street in Spring Hill in Councillor HOWARD’s ward. The approved development at 157 Leichhardt Street is conveniently located in close proximity to Central station and Roma Street Parklands, with Suncorp Stadium six minutes away by car and Howard Smith Wharves and Fortitude Valley Station a 15-minute walk away. So, very well located.
	The site covers 1,447 square metres and is zoned Principal centre (City Centre) and Mixed use (City Centre). The well thought out and high-quality design has achieved an outcome that’s certainly consistent with the Buildings that Breathe guidelines that Council is pursuing.
	The approved development will provide more housing opportunities in Brisbane. With a 25-storey tower consisting of 84 two-bedroom dwellings and 24 three-bedroom dwellings. The architectural excellence is certainly obvious in this building and, as I noted, is consistent with the outcomes we’re seeking in our sub-tropical climate. There’s 62 square metres of private open space and 928 square metres of communal open space, which is well above acceptable performance outcomes. 
	Although the site is in close proximity to public transport and the CBD, the development includes 129 resident parking spaces and 17 visitor parking spaces. A highlight of the site is the resident access to nearby cycle paths. Accordingly, we’ve got 108 spaces for resident bicycles and 32 visitor bicycle spaces.
	The approved development will create employment opportunities during construction and ongoing employment, with the inclusion of an 85 square metre commercial space. With the future in mind, the approved development at Leichhardt Street has been designed to account for future road widening, providing a pedestrian awning and access points. The Leichhardt Street verge is to be upgraded to provide a practical and visually pleasing sub-tropical environment.
	The site will provide safe, convenient and accessible on-site parking that does not adversely impact on the quality and amenity of the adjoining streetscape, public space or residents. Council has provided the development at Leichhardt Street with the—sorry, has approved the development at Leichhardt Street and certainly encourages investment in this area, as it not only provides much needed housing in the city but also provides support for employment opportunities.
	The particular development in question is responsive to the site’s shape, its topography and its location. Importantly the site will provide for additional housing in the city. It’s certainly a site that is in close proximity to the CBD and would obviously be of appeal to people who work in the CBD and the service industries around the CBD.
	It’s certainly consistent with the Schrinner Council’s desire to provide for additional housing, while also protecting the amenity of our suburbs. I’ll leave further debate to the Chamber.
Chair:	Thank you. 
	Is there any feather debate? No further debate? 
	Oh sorry, Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN.
Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN: Yes, just really quickly on this item. The concern I have with a lot of these DAs is whether they represent good value for the people of Brisbane, when the applicants are seeking performance outcomes which allow them to concentrate significantly greater density on a site than they would otherwise be allowed. I have said, many times, in this Chamber that if applicants are seeking performance outcomes that allow smaller setbacks or less deep planting, or other changes that increase the building footprint. That they should be giving something back to the community in return, whether that’s public housing or public parkland or other community facilities.
	I’m not convinced that the benefits to the broader community in terms of public facilities or public housing justify the performance solutions that the applicant’s seeking. There’s—yes, I think we can all agree that we want to see more housing intensification in the inner city. But handing over millions of dollars with of additional real estate value to private developers, without securing some public housing or community facilities in return, I think is a bit of a mistake and a missed opportunity. I’ll leave it at that.
Chair:	Thank you. 
	Is there any further debate? 
	Councillor ALLAN, summing up? 
	We now move to the vote on this report.

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of the report of the City Planning and Suburban Renewal Committee was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows

ATTENDANCE:

Councillor Adam Allan (Civic Cabinet Chair), and Councillors Lisa Atwood, Peter Matic and Charles Strunk. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE:

Councillors Fiona Hammond (Deputy Chair) and Kara Cook.
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[bookmark: _Hlk127785483]1.	The General Manager, Development Services, City Planning and Sustainability, attended the meeting to provide an update on 157 Leichhardt Street, Spring Hill (A005948895) (the site). She provided the information below.

2.	An ariel view and context map were shown to the Committee, displaying the proximity of the subject site to surrounding locations, including Central train station, Roma Street Parklands, Fortitude Valley train station and Suncorp Stadium. In accordance with Brisbane City Plan 2014 (City Plan), the zoning map demonstrated that the subject site is Principal centre (City Centre) zone. The applicant for the development is Mewing Planning Consultants.

3.	The subject site has an area of 1,447 m2, which will be reconfigured into Multiple dwelling, Food and drink outlet and Office land use areas. Details of the development include:
-	a 25-storey tower consisting of:
	-	three basement levels
	-	a three-storey podium
	-	84 two-bedroom dwellings
	-	24 three-bedroom dwellings
	-	private open space areas of up to 66 m2
-	928 m2 communal open space
-	85 m2 commercial gross floor area.

4.	The development has been designed to account for future road widening and provide pedestrian awning and lighting, and pedestrian and vehicle access points. The building frontage will be reduced by approximately 4.2 m for future road dedication and the verge will be upgraded to a subtropical boulevard standard.

5.	The development was approved for the following reasons.
-	Contains a mix of commercial, retail, residential, community and recreational uses, which provides a transition in height between the CBD, the development in the Boundary Street heart precinct and the Spring Hill mixed-use precinct.
-	Encourages investment and employment in the area, leveraging its proximity to the CBD and existing major healthcare and education institutions in the neighbourhood plan area. The Principal centre zone accommodates the highest densities and most diverse range of uses at a scale that is subordinate to the CBD.
-	Reinforces the diverse architecture and urban form that sets Spring Hill apart from other suburbs of Brisbane and is responsive to each site’s specific shape, size, topography, context and setting.
-	Development provides a range of public, communal and private open spaces on-site to support both public usage and building occupant needs which are distinct and afforded the appropriate level of access and privacy.
-	Development provides safe, convenient and accessible on-site vehicle parking that does not adversely impact on the quality and amenity of the adjoining streetscape, public space or residents.
-	Development provides an active frontage and integrated streetscape interface that creates a pedestrian-scaled, comfortable, attractive, sheltered and safe public realm, and supports pedestrian activity on Brisbane’s subtropical streets.
-	Contributes towards Council’s vision as a smart, prosperous city.

6.	Following a number of questions from the Committee, the Civic Cabinet Chair thanked the General Manager for her informative update.

7.	RECOMMENDATION:

	THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.
ADOPTED

Chair:	Councillor MACKAY, Environment, Parks and Sustainability Committee report, please.


[bookmark: _Toc128755798]ENVIRONMENT, PARKS AND SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE

Councillor James MACKAY, Deputy Chair of the Environment, Parks and Sustainability Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Sandy LANDERS, that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 21 February 2023, be adopted.

Chair:	Councillor MACKAY.
Councillor MACKAY:	Thank you, Chair. last week’s Committee presentation was on Healthy Habitat – Healthy City. Brisbane is Australia’s most biodiverse capital city and is home to more than 2,500 species of unique fauna and flora, including koalas, kangaroos, banksias and eucalypts. Because of our geographical location, Brisbane is home to both temperate and sub-tropical ecosystems. These ecosystems are made up of open forest, fresh water and estuarine wetlands, mudflats and mangroves. Importantly, there are legal mechanisms by which this unique biodiversity is protected. 
Maintaining the health of our local ecosystems depends on a partnership between all levels of government and the community. Native species are protected by a raft of legislation, regulation and agreements. We, in Council, address key threats to species by protecting habitat corridors in accordance with City Plan and out own corporate rules and policies. We research and monitor our species through our Land for Wildlife program and raise community awareness with our Wildlife Conservation Partnerships and our Creek Catchments programs, that helps protect and restore our creeks and catchments.
Mr Chair, we also had one petition concerning a blocked overland flow path at Royal Terrace and Joynt Street, Hamilton. Earlier the Councillor for Tennyson asked about the DA at 98 Bowen Street, and I’m told the building is about 100 years old. I’ll leave further debate to the Chamber. 
Chair:	Thank you. 
	Is there any further debate? No further debate? 
	I now move to the vote on this report. 

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of the report of the Environment, Parks and Sustainability Committee was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows

ATTENDANCE:

Councillor Tracy Davis (Civic Cabinet Chair), Councillor James Mackay (Deputy Chair), and Councillors Jared Cassidy, Steve Griffiths, Sandy Landers and David McLachlan.
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1.	The Manager, Parks and Natural Resources, Natural Environment, Water and Sustainability, City Planning and Sustainability, attended the meeting to provide an update on Council’s Healthy Habitat – Healthy City initiative. He provided the information below.

2.	Biodiversity refers to the ecosystems, vegetation communities and a range of native plants and animals that work together as a community. Biodiversity is constantly evolving; increased by genetic change and evolutionary processes and reduced by threats which lead to population decline and extinction. As Australia’s most biodiverse capital city, Brisbane hosts more than 2,500 species of unique native fauna and flora, including koalas and kangaroos and banksias and eucalyptus. 

3.	Brisbane’s biodiversity can be attributed to its location on the Macleay-McPherson overlap; an area in which a combination of climate and geography have resulted in the co-occurrence of both temperate and subtropical ecosystems. Brisbane’s ecosystems are comprised of open forest, freshwater and estuarine wetlands and mudflats and mangrove communities. Each native plant and animal species is a unique and valuable part of the city’s rich biodiversity, however, some species, including the Powerful owl, Swap orchid and Squirrel glider, are declining in numbers and are at risk of disappearing due to a range of threatening processes. 

4.	A threatened species is one that is at risk of extinction and can occur at a citywide, statewide, national and international level. The following legislation and framework helps to manage and protect threatened species: 
- 	International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Red List (international)
-	Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (national)
-	Nature Conservation Act 1992 (statewide)
-	Brisbane City Plan 2014 (City Plan) (citywide). 

5.	City Plan identifies some 400 species; 137 flora and 247 fauna that are listed as ‘of significance’ under the Biodiversity areas overlay code. This list was initially identified in 2001 through an expert panel including representatives from the Queensland Herbarium, Queensland Museum, Department of Environment and Science and several universities. At all levels, species are threatened for several reasons including land use change or management, loss of habitat, climate change, prevalence of invasive species and disease. The Committee was shown profiles of two threatened species, the Speckled warbler and Grey goshawk, both of which are classified as ‘Restricted’ and ‘In decline’ due to human influences. 

6. 	Council addresses key threats to species by:
- 	protecting, managing and restoring habitat corridors in accordance with City Plan, corporate rules and policies and Wildlife Conservation Action Statements 
- 	researching and monitoring species, such as through the Land for Wildlife program 
- 	increasing community awareness through publications, the Wildlife Conservation Partnership program, the Creek Catchment program, as well as Council’s environment centres: Boondall Wetlands Environment Centre, Boondall; Downfall Creek Bushland Centre, Chermside West; and Karawatha Forest Discovery Centre, Karawatha. 

7. 	A case study of Council’s partnership with Macadamia Conservation Trust was provided to the Committee which commenced in May 2021 and aims to support the establishment of Macadamia species at Council restoration sites.
 
8.	The Civic Cabinet Chair thanked the Manager for his informative update. 

9.	RECOMMENDATION:

	THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.
ADOPTED
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10.	A petition requesting Council investigate and rectify an allegedly blocked overland flow path at Royal Terrace and Joynt Street, Hamilton, was presented to the meeting of Council held on 17 May 2022, by Councillor David McLachlan, and received.

11.	The Divisional Manager, City Planning and Sustainability, provided the following information.

12.	The petition contains 20 signatures. 

13.	The petitioners claim that the overland flow path crossing Royal Terrace and Joynt Street is restricted by the houses at the base of Royal Terrace and the raised field levels at the adjacent Queensland Cricket Oval and Brothers Rugby Club. 

14.	The petitioners have reviewed the flooding event and believe that there are mitigation measures available that would significantly reduce the risk of overland flooding at this location in the future. The petitioners are requesting that Council investigate their claims and, if relevant, provide recommendations and/or measures for reducing their flood risk.

[bookmark: _Hlk125553625]15.	Council is aware of the overland flow in this location, and a drainage upgrade has been listed in Council’s capital works program. As part of the annual budget process, Council’s stormwater capital works program is prioritised on a citywide basis with consideration given to cost‑effectiveness, the severity of flooding, the number of affected residential properties, frequency of flooding events and frequency of inundation.

16.	Projects allocated in future budget years are subject to future funding availability and the consideration of other high-priority projects. This list is reviewed annually based on the prioritisation criteria listed above as part of the annual budget process.

Funding

17.	Council has allocated funding for the delivery of future drainage works in the 2022-23 budget under Program 3.

Consultation

18.	Councillor David McLachlan, Councillor for Hamilton Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation.

Customer impact

19.	The submission will respond to the petitioners’ concerns.

20.	The Divisional Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed.

21.	RECOMMENDATION:

THAT THE INFORMATION IN THIS SUBMISSION BE NOTED AND THE DRAFT RESPONSE, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE SENT TO THE HEAD PETITIONER.

Attachment A
Draft Response

Petition Reference: 137/220/594/103

Thank you for your petition requesting that Council investigate and rectify the overland flow path at Royal Terrace and Joynt Street, Hamilton.

Council is aware of the overland flow in this location, and a drainage upgrade has been listed in Council’s capital works program. As part of the annual budget process, Council’s stormwater capital works program is prioritised on a citywide basis with consideration given to cost-effectiveness, the severity of flooding, the number of affected residential properties, frequency of flooding events and frequency of inundation.

Projects allocated in future budget years are subject to future funding availability and the consideration of other high-priority projects. This list is reviewed annually based on the prioritisation criteria listed above as part of the annual budget process.

Please let the other petitioners know of this information.

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Siva Sivaananthan, Senior Engineer, Major Projects and Asset Coordination, Natural Environment, Water and Sustainability, City Planning and Sustainability, on (07) 3403 4789.

Thank you for raising this matter.
ADOPTED

Chair:	Councillor MARX, City Standards Committee report, please.


[bookmark: _Toc128755801]CITY STANDARDS COMMITTEE

Councillor Kim MARX, Civic Cabinet Chair of the City Standards Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Steven TOOMEY, that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 21 February 2023, be adopted.

Chair:	Councillor MARX.
Councillor MARX:	Yes, thank you, Mr Chair. Our bushland reserves are one of the city’s greatest assets. So, the presentation from last week was on the Caring For Our Bushland Reserves program. This program is a way that Council officers can have presence in our reserves and help engage with the users of the parks to drive long-term behavioural change.
	The presentation reported that 88 patrols have been conducted in the following Council reserves: Seven Hills Bushland Reserve, Seven Hills, Pooh Corner, Wacol, Ross Road Park, Upper Kedron, Sparkes Hill Reserve, Stafford. Chermside Hills Reserve, McDowall, Milne Hill Reserve, Chermside West, Mt Coot-tha Reserve, Mt Coot-tha. Whites Hill Reserve, Camp Hill, Toohey Park—sorry, Toohey Forest Park, Nathan, and the Karawatha Forest Park in Karawatha and Prout Road, Burbank.
	So, this program was targeting dogs that are off-leash, unauthorised bike track construction, illegal dumping and littering and off road cycling out of the designated areas. We always send material out to residents to who live near Council reserves reminding them of their—
Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN:	Point of order, Chair.
Councillor MARX:	—responsibilities.
Chair:	Point of order to you, Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN.
Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN: Will Councillor MARX just taker a quick question?
Chair:	Councillor MARX will you take a question?
Councillor MARX:	Sure.
Chair:	Okay.
Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN: Thank, just at number seven of the report. It says there’s currently voluntary compliances at 83%. Does that mean like 83% compliance with dog on leash rules? Or what is the—
Councillor MARX:	Overall. So, of all the interactions that Council officers had with a resident on any particular matter, there was 88% compliance immediately. So, example, if they had a dog off-leash, they would put it on the leash. If they had been spotted throwing down rubbish on the ground, they would pick it up. That kind of thing like that. But it’s not broken down into specific illegal activities. Council officers do partner with QPS (Queensland Police Service) in some instances and this has proven to be effective in identifying and responding to illegal activities in Council reserves. 
Now there were six questions taken on notice from this presentation and one from GB (General Business). Unfortunately, we ran out of time and we had planned to answer them today. But we had such an amazing presentation from one of our office managers, Sam, regarding the new street wall art, we actually didn’t even have time to get to the Questions on Notice. So, all those answers have been emailed out to the Councillors, as promised at this morning’s Committee.
I do want to make mention though, particularly Councillor CUMMING was particularly animated last week and asked three questions. There’s one question I think that we should answer here in the Chamber. Because I thought it was quite interesting. So how often do male koalas kill each other? So, fighting koalas will mainly inflict—
Chair:	Point of order to you Councillor CUMMING.
Councillor CUMMING:	I was deeply concerned because there was a photograph shown of—
Chair:	Are you—
Councillor CUMMING:	—koalas fighting, and I thought—
Chair:	Hang on a tick—
Councillor CUMMING:	—you know, were they fighting to death—
Chair:	—are you asking—
Councillor CUMMING:	—on the ground?
Chair:	Councillor CUMMING, please you know—
Councillor CUMMING:	I’m sorry I just—
Chair:	You’ve been here a long time.
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor CUMMING:	Just in case this is a—
Chair:	You know what the rules are. Do you want Councillor MARX to answer a—
Councillor CUMMING:	Yes.
Chair:	—answer the question? Councillor MARX—
Councillor CUMMING:	I don’t want her saying it’s a silly question, given the photograph—
Councillor MARX:	No, no.
Councillor CUMMING:	—that was produced, that was all.
Councillor MARX:	No, I take offence that you think it’s a silly question. I actually thought it was a very interesting question, hence the reason I’m answering it here in Chambers. He’s quite right, there was a photograph of—in the presentation—of two koalas. It was thought that—it could be interpreted one of three ways of what the koalas were doing, let’s put it that way. One that’s potentially not PG for Chambers, one that Councillor CUMMING put as—
Councillors interjecting.
Councillor MARX:	—so—no I actually—I think it’s a—it was a valid question and I have a very good answer. Which is why I thought everyone in the Chamber and the wider community would be interested in. Because my contribution to the debate was that I had learnt that wombats poo square cubes. So, there you go. Anyway, fighting koalas will mainly inflict scratches, however, puncture wounds are possible from bites and one koala will give up once the other one has asserted dominance, I thought that was pretty cool. There is a risk that koalas will sustain an injury from falling out of a tree when fighting.
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor MARX:	So yes, apparently drop bears can potentially exist. No, I felt it was a very serious question and I took your question very seriously and answered it very seriously.
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor MARX:	I didn’t quite hear what that interjection was, sorry, Mr Chair. I’m happy to leave any debate to the Chamber. Thank you.
Chair:	Thank you. 
	Is there any further debate? 
	Councillor CUMMING, do you want to make a further contribution? No? 
	Okay, Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN.
Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN:	Just to say that I think it’s really good that we’re doing this, and I’d like to see more resource input into this patrol program. I think it’s really important that we’re keeping an eye on particularly dogs off-leash in bushland areas. I did want to note that there’s one other council jurisdiction that I won’t name, but they use their bushland patrol officers to hassle homeless people who are sleeping in bushland elsewhere in South East Queensland. I would hope that we’re not doing that here in Brisbane, I don’t think we are, but it’s a shame that certain other councils in the region are misusing what should be—
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN:	No, on that one you’re right. Yes, there are certain other Councillors doing a very poor job of taking what should be an environmental protection program and using it to hassle homeless people, but I won’t speak about that further now.
Chair:	Thank you. 
	Councillor MARX?
Councillor MARX:	Thank you, Mr Chair. Yes, I agree, Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN. I think that’s the first time I’ve said your name in full. Council officers, that is not their job in the natural reserves space. They are dealing with issues and of course, our compliance officers are there to deal with issues and complaints as they present themselves, whatever the case may be. Thank you.
Chair:	Thank you. 
	We now move to the vote on this report. 

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of the report of the City Standards Committee was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows

ATTENDANCE:

[bookmark: _Hlk79429565]Councillor Kim Marx (Civic Cabinet Chair), Councillor Steven Toomey (Deputy Chair), and Councillors Greg Adermann, Peter Cumming, Sarah Hutton and Nicole Johnston.
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[bookmark: _Hlk109226149]1.	The General Manager, Compliance and Regulatory Services, Lifestyle and Community Services, attended the meeting to provide an update on the Caring for our Bushland Reserves Patrol program (the program). She provided the information below.

2.	Council manages more than 9,900 hectares of bushland reserve for conservation, the protection of biodiversity and nature-based activities for residents and visitors. The program is a partnership between Council’s Compliance and Regulatory Services (CARS), Program Planning and Integration (PPI), Public Space Operations (PSO) and Natural Environment, Water and Sustainability branches, and aims to promote responsible park use to improve safety and environmental outcomes in our bushland reserves. 

3.	A map detailing Council’s conservation estate was shown to the Committee. The program operates across several of the city’s key reserves and, importantly, proactively promotes Council’s presence within the reserves and engages with park users. The program’s intention is to:
-	drive long-term behaviour change towards voluntary compliance with park guidelines
-	promote responsible park use in the community
-	educate the community on the value of bushland reserves.

4.	Some of the key illegal activities the program aims to reduce are:
-	dogs off-leash
-	unauthorised bike track construction
-	illegal dumping and littering
-	off-road cycling out of designated areas.

5.	As part of the program, residents who live near Council reserves will receive materials that include various messaging, such as:
-	following park signage
-	responsible pet ownership
-	dogs off-leash, wandering dogs and cats posing a threat to wildlife and public safety
-	illegal dumping and green waste
-	reporting pest animals
-	getting kids involved in conservation. 

6.	Currently, 88 patrols have been conducted in the following Council reserves: Seven Hills Bushland Reserve, Seven Hills; Pooh Corner, Wacol; Ross Road Park, Upper Kedron; Sparkes Hill Reserve, Stafford; Chermside Hills Reserve, McDowall; Milne Hill Reserve, Chermside West; Mt Coot-tha Reserve, Mt Coot-tha; Whites Hill Reserve, Camp Hill; Toohey Forest Park, Nathan; Karawatha Forest Park, Karawtha; and Prout Road Park, Burbank. Banks Street Reserve, Alderley, will be included in the next round of scheduled patrols. 

7.	The patrols are undertaken randomly across weekends and weekdays, and at varying times throughout the day. From these, Council has interacted with 1,188 residents and park users, and currently voluntary compliance is at 83%. Officers from PPI and PSO have assisted in resident messaging and public interactions, and have provided local knowledge to park users and CARS officers. Community feedback regarding the program was shared with the Committee

8.	Proactively engaging with the public and, where necessary, partnering with the Queensland Police Service has proven to be effective in identifying and responding to illegal activities in Council reserves.

9.	Following a number of questions from the Committee, the Civic Cabinet Chair thanked the General Manager for her informative presentation.

10.	RECOMMENDATION:

	THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.
ADOPTED

Chair:	Councillor HOWARD, the Community, Arts and Nighttime Economy Committee report please.


[bookmark: _Toc128755803][bookmark: _Toc114546769]COMMUNITY, ARTS AND NIGHTTIME ECONOMY COMMITTEE 

[bookmark: Text31]Councillor Vicki HOWARD, Civic Cabinet Chair of the Community, Arts and Nighttime Economy Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Sandy LANDERS, that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 21 February 2023, be adopted.

Chair:	Councillor HOWARD.
Councillor HOWARD:	Thank you, Mr Chair and of course I think that Brisbane has come alive again and there have been so many things happening since I addressed the Chamber last week. So before moving to the Committee report, I’d just like to mention some of those amazing things that are happening across Brisbane. The first thing I attended last week was the Italian Business Women’s Network and that was attended by the Italian Ambassador and the consul and I want to thank Natuzzi for hosting that, right in the heart of Fortitude Valley. It was great to see so many amazing Italian businesswomen there and they sure know how to party, so that was a great event and something that’s held regularly. I think it’s great that the businesswomen do get together and hold that event.
	I then went the following night to the Brisbane Relief Hub at St Pauls Terrace and I joined Teneriffe Lions, who regularly attend that, to provide meals to those who are less fortunate than we are. One of the sad things, I think, was the number of people that were being serviced there that night. We had 104 takeaways and 30 guests, which I thought was a fantastic way to chat with people about what’s going on in the area. So, I really encourage anyone who has spare time if they would like to be helping at some of those relief hubs, the demand on our volunteers is increasing and it really is a wonderful thing for people, if they’ve got some time, to go along and help.
	I then attended the Valley Chamber of Commerce, their first meet-and-greet for the year, which was held at a new restaurant down in your area, Mr Chair, called Maggie May. Again, a fantastic fit-out and a fantastic opportunity for people to enjoy all that Brisbane has to offer. I had to leave there very quickly to go to the Brisbane Irish Film Festival and of course that was also a great event. The Irish are gearing up to St Patrick’s Day, so I hope that you’ll all be wearing your green and getting out to make sure that we’re supporting all of our Irish community.
	I then went along just on Friday to Fruits with a Twist, that was our pride network, our Pride Business Network, hold these on a regular basis. There were a few less people there because many had taken the opportunity to go to Sydney for World Pride and of course Mardi Gras. But it was still a great event and something that is great again being held in my ward, which I enjoy going along to.
	The New Farm Historical Society also met for the first time this year and they had an interesting discussion with Kristina Olsson, who is an author. I was surprised to find that the event that I went to just last night, Kristina Olsson’s book has been adapted for the stage by Belloo Creative and they were the winners of the Lord Mayor’s Award for the best new Australian work for Boy, Lost. So, Kristina Olsson’s novel Boy, Lost is something that we should all get our hands on and have a look at.
	Councillor McLACHLAN and myself attended the Strikers FC (football club) season launch and again, what a great opportunity to see so many families enjoying one of our lease sites across Brisbane. It is really what I think Brisbane City Council is all about in terms of supporting families and their children to really enjoy everything that these organisations have to offer.
	Saturday night was ChaplainWatch Purple and White Gala Ball. Yet again an organisation that has been established in the Valley for a very long time and is doing amazing work, not only in the Valley now but across other safe night precincts right throughout Queensland. It receives funding from the State Government, and they are very grateful for that funding. But the work that they do is really nothing short of amazing and I know that all of us in this Chamber have family and friends who we would just like to know that there is somewhere in these entertainment precincts of someone that’s willing to lend a helping hand, should they need it.
	On Sunday we said farewell to Gina and Krissy from the Australian Transgender Support Association of Queensland. These two amazing, amazing people have been working with the Australian Transgender Support Association for 30 years. Three zero. Thirty years. I just think I know they’re not going away, and I know that Councillor ATWOOD is a very big fan of Gina and Krissy, as they are of you, Councillor ATWOOD. It was again a great opportunity to thank these people for 30 years of work.
	Then I was off to the Brisbane Portrait Prize artist launch and again, how fantastic is it that Brisbane has its very own Brisbane Portrait Prize? There was a roomful of artists that were getting ready to get their paintbrushes out and getting ready to submit their work for the Brisbane Portrait Prize. As I said previously, last night was the Matilda Awards ceremony. A big thank you to Jan Irvine and her team for an amazing, amazing event, 35 years the Matilda Awards have been going.
	We heard stories about the hardship of some of our artists during COVID, but everybody was having a great time and there were so many very worthy winners and so many very worthy nominees. I did mention the Lord Mayor’s Award for best new Australian work, which was Boy, Lost and that was by Belloo Creative. Absolutely thrilled that the Gold Award went to Tom Oliver for the Wynnum Fringe Festival. Through you, Mr Chair, I know that Councillor CUMMING would be very pleased to hear that news.
	Turning to the report, we had a Committee presentation on community grants and Funding Finder. Now I’ve spoken in the Chamber about Funding Finder and I’m really hoping that all of our Councillors are spreading the word to our organisations on this amazing opportunity for our organisations to be able to access grants right across Australia. We are very proud to access GrantGuru’s national online database for grant and funding opportunities for not only community organisations, but local businesses and not-for-profit organisations. Council’s licence allows Brisbane residents to search the database for free via the Funding Finder portal and using keywords and filters, users can get targeted results and a weekly email to let them know what might be available.
	We also talked about the Lord Mayor’s Better Suburbs Grants program that’s available, the community support group and also the Community Facility Category, that of course are open until 13 March. Along with that, we heard a little about some of the other amazing grants that we have, but I would encourage everyone to have a look at the presentation which will be online, and I will leave further debate to the Chamber.
Chair:	Is there any further debate? No further debate? 
	We now move to the vote on this report. 

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of the report of the Community, Arts and Nighttime Economy Committee was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows

ATTENDANCE:

Councillor Vicki Howard (Civic Cabinet Chair), Councillor Sandy Landers (Deputy Chair), and Councillors Peter Cumming, Steve Griffiths, James Mackay and Steven Toomey.
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1.	The Manager, Healthy and Vibrant Communities, Connected Communities, Lifestyle and Community Services, and Community Grants Officer, Grants Team, Healthy and Vibrant Communities, attended the meeting to provide an update on Council’s community grant programs and the Funding Finder portal. They provided the information below.

2.	Council is proud to provide access to GrantGuru’s national online database of grant and funding opportunities for local businesses, community groups and not-for-profit organisations. GrantGuru provides a comprehensive list of available grant and funding opportunities and allows Brisbane residents to search, manage and be alerted to funding as it becomes available. As Australia’s largest online grant finding tool, GrantGuru staff are continually sourcing, summarising and categorising grant and other funding programs nationwide. 

3.	Council’s licence allows Brisbane residents to search GrantGuru’s database for free via the Funding Finder portal (the finder). Using key words and filters, users can target results and easily compare suitable programs using the summary information provided. The finder requires users to register and set preferences to receive notification emails when programs of interest come online. The finder, which can be accessed through Council’s website via the ‘Grants, awards and sponsorships’ page, provides users with resources such as ‘how to’ videos and grant ‘tips and hints’. The Committee was shown a video of how to navigate the finder. 

4.	In addition to online resources, Council’s Grants Team provide support to residents throughout the entire grant application process by: 
	- 	assisting with developing objectives to align with the grant application criteria 
	- 	communicating timelines to ensure due dates and milestones are met
	-	providing guidelines, application links and other useful resources via the Council 	website 
-	promoting services such as GrantGuru to ensure stakeholders are aware of available opportunities 
-	offering application support and advice 
-	providing feedback to explain application outcomes 
-	processing payments and delivering funding projects. 

5.	The Lord Mayor’s Better Suburbs Grants program is one of Council’s most popular grants and supports not-for-profit community organisations to deliver projects and activities across the city and to maintain, improve and develop community facilities. This program comprises of two categories:
-	Community Support Category, which provides up to $10,000 of funding to support projects that respond to local community needs, improve facilities and build organisational capacity
-	Community Facility Category, which provides up to $200,000 of funding to improve, develop and maintain facilities.

6.	Wests Juniors Australian Football Club were a past recipient of the Community Support Category, with funding provided to contribute to the club’s Strategic Business Plan 2022-2025. Similarly, Brisbane Hockey Management Group received funding from the Community Facility Category towards the replacement of one of their artificial turf surfaces at the Brisbane North Hockey Centre, Chermside. 

7. 	Other Council grant programs include:
-	Pathways out of Homelessness Grant Program
-	Creative Sparks Grants Program
-	Lord Mayor’s Creative Fellowship
-	Lord Mayor’s Community Sustainability and Environmental Grants
-	Lord Mayor’s Community Fund
- 	Housing Support Program
- 	Senior Celebration Donations
- 	Historical Organisations Assistance Grant Program.

8.	In addition to the yearly grant rounds offered, Council also provides reactive funding for disaster recovery. The Lord Mayor’s COVID-19 Direct Assistance Program 2021-22 provided up to $10,000 of financial assistance to 352 community, cultural and sport and recreational groups leasing a Council‑owned or managed community facility with rebuilding and re‑commencing services after the coronavirus pandemic. The Community Facility Disaster Relief Payment Program 2021-22 provided 313 emergency payments of $5,000 each to community organisations who leased or licensed facilities impacted by the 2022 severe weather event. 

9.	Following a number of questions from the Committee, the Civic Cabinet Chair thanked the Manager and Community Grants Officer for their informative presentation.

10.	RECOMMENDATION:

	THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.
ADOPTED

Chair:	Councillor HUANG, Finance and City Governance Committee report please.


[bookmark: _Toc114546466][bookmark: _Toc114546755][bookmark: _Toc128755805]FINANCE AND CITY GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE

Councillor Steven HUANG, Deputy Chair of the Finance and City Governance Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Lisa ATWOOD, that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 21 February 2023, be adopted.

Chair:	Councillor HUANG.
Councillor HUANG:	Thank you, Mr Chair. Item A of the report is the Committee presentation put to us about LiveHire, that’s Brisbane City Council’s brand new talent community platform. LiveHire is a cloud-based candidate management solution that supplements and complements SAP SuccessFactors, which is Council’s current recruitment management system. Council officially launched LiveHire in December 2022 after a successful five-month trial. LiveHire allows prospective employees to register their details, skills, qualifications and experience with Council at any time.

At that time, 4.16pm, the Deputy Chair, Councillor Peter MATIC, assumed the Chair. 

Councillor HUANG:	This will create a talent community which can be assessed by Council to organically source and engage new and existing talent, reducing role vacancies and recruitment times. The platform is user and mobile-friendly and contains reporting and data functions to assist Council in recruiting. We already have had more than 7,000 prospective candidates and existing staff register on LiveHire and this is without any external promotion. The next stages of the implementation for LiveHire involve proactively promoting the platform via internal and external communication channels and contacting previous applicants to encourage them to join the platform.
	The presentation was very informative and prompted much discussion from Councillors. As local Councillors, we often receive enquiries from residents who like to find out how to work with Council. LiveHire means that we can now tell residents to go online and join the talent community, so they can be informed of future opportunities. As a result of our discussion in Committee, it was agreed to send materials to our officers to help promote this new platform. I’ll leave the rest of the debate to the Chamber.
Deputy Chair:	Further debate? No further debate? 
	I’ll move the motion. 
Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of the report of the Finance and City Governance Committee was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows

ATTENDANCE:

Councillor Fiona Cunningham (Civic Cabinet Chair), Councillor Steven Huang (Deputy Chair), and Councillors Lisa Atwood, Angela Owen and Charles Strunk.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE:

Councillor Jonathan Sriranganathan.
[bookmark: _Toc128755806]A	COMMITTEE PRESENTATION – LIVEHIRE
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1.	The A/Manager, Employee Services, Support Services Centre, Organisational Services, attended the meeting to provide an overview of the LiveHire platform. He provided the information below.

[bookmark: _Hlk127890569]2.	LiveHire is a cloud-based candidate management solution that supplements and complements SAP SuccessFactors, which is Council’s current recruitment management system. Council officially implemented the platform in December 2022, after a successful five-month trial. LiveHire was implemented to establish a talent community that supports Council’s recruitment activities in an efficient way. The platform is user and mobile-friendly and contains reporting and data functions to assist Council in recruiting existing and prospective talent. 

3.	LiveHire provides useful insights that enhances Council’s ability to recruit and attract new talent by:
-	improving Council’s employee value proposition through providing information that helps Council better understand candidate preferences for remuneration, work hours and arrangements, including hybrid and work from home opportunities
-	refining attraction strategies, reducing external recruitment and advertising expenditure
-	building and nurturing prospective talent through community engagement
-	empowering Council’s talent partners and consultants to organically source and engage new and existing talent, reducing role vacancies and recruitment times. 

4.	A number of attraction and retention initiatives are underway with the help of the new platform, including developing an organisational workforce plan and conducting a review of Council’s current recruitment and selection process. Since the launch of LiveHire, it has experienced an organic growth of more than 7,000 prospective candidates. The next stages of implementation for LiveHire involve proactively promoting the Brisbane City Council talent community via internal and external communication channels and contacting thousands of previous applicants to encourage them to join the platform. The Committee was shown an overview of LiveHire’s engagement levels since December 2022. 

5.	Following a number of questions from the Committee, the Civic Cabinet Chair thanked the A/Manager for his informative presentation.

6.	RECOMMENDATION:

	THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.
ADOPTED


[bookmark: _Toc114546772][bookmark: _Toc128755807]CONSIDERATION OF NOTIFIED MOTION – INCREASE IN SCHOOL NUMBERS AND INFRASTRUCTURE:
(Notified motions are printed as supplied and are not edited)

442/2022-23
The Deputy Chair, Councillor Peter MATIC, then drew the Councillors’ attention to the notified motion listed on the agenda, and called on Councillor Steven HUANG to move the motion. Accordingly, Councillor Steven HUANG moved, seconded by Councillor Ryan MURPHY, that—

In recognition of the growing population of South East Queensland and the increasing traffic pressure being placed on existing schools, roads and residents, Brisbane City Council calls on the Queensland State Government to:

1.	Purchase land for new State schools to service growing suburbs including but not limited to, Rochedale, Burbank and Mackenzie and;

2.	Consult with Brisbane City Council on the State's plans to expand school capacity and the expected student numbers that the surrounding road infrastructure will need to accommodate. 

Deputy Chair:	Is there any debate? 
	Councillor HUANG.
Councillor HUANG:	Thank you, Mr Chair. I rise in here to move this motion to ask the State to increase school numbers and infrastructure. Mr Chair, I believe this motion deserves the full support of this Council. As a local Councillor, I’m confident that every one of us in this Chamber must deal with the issue of larger volumes of traffic and safety issues daily as the result of an increase in enrolments in our local schools. Mr Chair, just take my ward as an example, I used to have two of the biggest primary schools, MacGregor State School and Warrigal Road State School, which now belongs to Councillor MARX’s ward. These schools were originally designed to cater for 600 students at each school, but now they are both well above 1,350 students and increasing because Education Queensland (EQ) is trying to squeeze more students into these schools.
	I would also like to take Mansfield State High School, for example, which is in Councillor MURPHY’s ward, but it is right on the boundary, just on the other side of the Broadwater Road. According to Education Queensland’s website, the maximum student enrolment capacity was 2,194 students. However, the number of full-time students in Mansfield State High in 2015 was 2,063, but in 2019 the number of enrolment increased to 2,797. As of 9 February last year, the student number was an astounding 3,338 students.
	Mr Chair, these figures show there is a rapid increase in the number of students in Brisbane, which is the main growth area in our State. But if you look at the Education Queensland website, out of the 21 new schools they’ve built since 2015, there was only one in Brisbane. Out of the new 16 schools they planned, there was only one in Brisbane, and it is actually scrapped off the plan. Mr Chair, I’m not against Education Queensland building new schools across the State, but I think it is reasonable to build new schools in the growing areas like Rochdale, Mackenzie and Pallara, where there is a significant population growth with greater needs for new schools. Mr Chair, I understand that schools take time to plan and build and I understand why Education Queensland is expanding the school capacities—
Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN:	Point of order, Chair.
Deputy Chair:	Point of order, Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN.
Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN:	Will Councillor HUANG take a quick question?
Councillor HUANG:	No.
Deputy Chair:	No, Councillor, sorry. 
	Please continue, Councillor HUANG.
Councillor HUANG:	So, the increase in school capacity also brings issues of traffic congestion and student safety which has impacted our entire community. That is why I think it is reasonable to call on Education Queensland to consult Council and local Councillors on the traffic and safety impact when they decide to expand the school capacities. Mr Chair, Brisbane as the State’s capital city is the main growth area of the State, and it is only through proper planning and forward vision that we can best address the increasing demands that come with the growth. The motion before us today is to call on the State Government to make up for the missing opportunities and catch up to build the new schools that are urgently needed for our local communities.
Deputy Chair:	Further debate? 
	Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN.
Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN:	Thanks, Chair. I rise to speak on the motion, and I guess I should start by saying I think this is really just an excuse to beat up on State Labor, let’s be blunt about it, that’s why this motion’s been brought here. To be honest, I kind of agree with the intention of the—with the subject matter of the motion, even if I think the motives are a little bit spurious. So, I’ll be voting in support of the motion, and I welcome the opportunity to talk about the failure of the State Government to plan sustainably for school capacity to match population growth.
	I would be interested if someone from the LNP, and perhaps Councillor HUANG, can speak to this in his response if no one else has the courage to get up and speak, but I wonder why it is that the LNP continues to approve new developments above and beyond neighbourhood plan density targets in areas where there isn’t sufficient school capacity. I acknowledge and I agree that this is largely a problem of the State Government’s creation in that they are failing to provide enough schooling capacity—they’re failing to set up new schools in areas that are experiencing rapid growth.
	But the Council is also very complicit in this because the Council is approving more development in these areas knowing that no land has been set aside for new school capacity. So, I think the Council is right to raise concerns about the State Government’s actions, or lack of action as it were. But I do also think the Brisbane City Council LNP Administration is contributing to this problem, because there are many parts of our city where the Council has approved development which is denser or has a higher yield of dwellings than is strictly considered acceptable under the neighbourhood plan or the relevant parts of the City Plan. So, the Council is approving more density and more development in certain areas and then complaining there’s not enough school capacity.
	You guys are kind of helping contribute to this problem and if any LNP Councillors want to get up and ask me questions about this or debate what I’m saying, I’d welcome the discussion, because I would like to understand why it is that the Council doesn’t push back a little bit more. I presume we have some leverage in these conversations and I imagine that if the State Government is saying to Brisbane City Council you need to rezone this land for more development because there’s more population growth and we need more housing. Brisbane City Council, we’re shaking our finger at you because you’re not approving more development, can not the Council simply turn round and say to the State Government look, we’ll approve more development if you agree to deliver some schools?
	I’d like to understand why the LNP Administration isn’t playing that role and negotiating more assertively with the State Government around these density targets and growth targets. Because it seems to me that at the moment the Council is kind of just rolling over and doing whatever the State Government tells it to do. I think that’s quite disappointing, and I think it shows that this Administration is not committed to genuinely fighting for long-term sustainable planning. So, I share the concerns that many raise and are articulating about lack of public infrastructure and public facilities to cater for a growing population. 
	This motion could equally apply to my ward. We’ve got rapid population in suburbs like Woolloongabba and Kangaroo Point, and not only are there no plans for new schools in the area, but the State Government actually wants to shut down East Brisbane State School, which is pretty ridiculous when you think about it. We’ve got in Woolloongabba a lot of sites that are zoned for 20-storey high-rises, so Councillor HUANG was talking about one and two‑storey detached dwelling developments, we’re talking about literally dozens of towers popping up across Woolloongabba and Kangaroo Point all the way up Main Street and all the way down Ipswich Road. We’re talking about thousands of residents over the next few years and the State Government has made no provision to provide additional schooling capacity for all those families that will be moving into the inner city.
	We know that a few years ago the State Government very foolishly assumed that families with kids would not live in new apartments, despite contrary evidence from many other cities around the world. They failed to provide enough schooling capacity to cater for population growth in West End. This Council Administration proposed to up-zone a lot of the western side of West End for high-density development, adding a lot of population growth into the 4101 postcode. That was this LNP-dominated Council’s decision to do that, and the State Government supported that and said it doesn’t matter that the schools are already at capacity because families with children won’t live in apartments. Surprise, surprise, a lot of families with kids did move into those apartments and West End State School was grossly under‑capacity.
	That’s one of the reasons that the Labor Party lost its control over West End, was that they failed to plan for schooling capacity to cater for that population growth. In the end, they had to deliver an expanded West End State School and they also promised a new high school for the area, and it still wasn’t enough to keep up with growth. But they’re now making the same mistake in Kangaroo Point and Woolloongabba and for them to say that as part of the Olympics, they’re going to shut down East Brisbane State School and force all those families from Kangaroo Point and Woolloongabba and East Brisbane to drive a couple of kilometres away to Coorparoo Secondary College site, is pretty ridiculous.
	We know that other local primary schools like Dutton Park State School, Buranda State School in Councillor CUNNINGHAM’s ward, et cetera, these other local primary schools are also at capacity and the State Government is simply assuming that the students who are displaced from East Brisbane State School are going to move into those other schools, even though those other schools are already at capacity. So, I think in substance there’s a lot to be applauded in this motion. I think Councillor HUANG is correct to raise these concerns and to put a bit of pressure on the State Government. But as I said, I think that the reason that the LNP are doing this right now is to kind of shift blame on to the Queensland Labor Party while abdicating their share of responsibility for this planning failure and the failure to provide enough infrastructure and facilities to cater for the local area.
	So, I did want to just—in the spirit of bipartisan consensus or whatever you want to call it, I’d flag that I’m happy to support this motion, but I would like to move an amendment. 

MOTION FOR AMENDMENT TO NOTIFIED MOTION:
	443/2022-23
It was moved by Councillor Jonathan SRIRANGANATHAN, seconded by Councillor Nicole JOHNSTON, that the notified motion be amended by the insertion of such words so that the motion would read as follows:

In recognition of the growing population of South East Queensland and the increasing traffic pressure being placed on existing schools, roads and residents, Brisbane City Council calls on the Queensland State Government to:

1.	Purchase land for new State schools to service growing suburbs including but not limited to, Rochedale, Burbank, Woolloongabba, East Brisbane and Mackenzie, and;

2.	Consult with Brisbane City Council on the State's plans to expand school capacity and the expected student numbers that the surrounding road infrastructure will need to accommodate. 




Deputy Chair:	Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN.
Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN:	Thanks, Chair. I won’t speak on the amendment too much longer, other than to say that that part of the inner southside is experiencing very rapid population growth. I would appreciate it if other Councillors in this Chamber acknowledged that that growth is happening. I know the LNP Council Administration is very concerned about the Priority Development Area (PDA) declaration that the State Government has just announced will be expanded over that part of Woolloongabba. So, the State Government is going to cram a lot of additional dwellings into that part of the neighbourhood and hasn’t planned for schooling capacity at all.
	I know that a decade from now Councillors and MPs (Members of Parliament) are going to have to be lobbying and arguing about how we cater for the massive increase in school capacity and enrolment demand in this part of Brisbane’s inner southside. I worry that if the Council doesn’t at least take this up as a cause that there won’t be enough pressure on the State Government to plan ahead for that. I know State and Federal MPs in my area have certainly been raising concerns about this, but this issue isn’t going to go away, it’s only going to get more significant over time. So, I hope all Councillors in this Chamber will vote in favour of the amendment, because it simply includes more suburbs that are experiencing rapid growth and I don’t think otherwise contradicts the original intention of the motion.
Deputy Chair:	Further debate on the amendment? 
	DEPUTY MAYOR.
DEPUTY MAYOR:	Thank you, Mr Deputy Chair. Look, I totally understand the intent of Councillor SRI’s amendment. However, it is very clear in the motion that he’s including but not limited to and I’m sure there is a raft of Councillors in this place who would love to add their area, I know. I taught at Kenmore High for 14 years, I’m sure Councillor ADERMANN would love to add Kenmore High to the list, I’ve got Cavendish Road High. This is about schools that are actually growing out of their capacity in the local area and the State doing nothing about it. I think Councillor SRI is more about planning for new schools, which again we agree on. There is no way you can active school travel from Kangaroo Point if the kids are going to have to end up going to Coorparoo.
	However, accusing us of not being able to do anything or not do anything in this space, 10 days ago the Woolloongabba became a PDA. So, we literally have no planning rights over that site now at all, at all, anywhere in that area, privately owned or not. So, there are many levers that we do not have to pull that Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN would love us to pull, but we just don’t have the capability. As for Council not following up on doing their work in that area, can I say our Active School Travel program has been running very successfully now for many years and in the school in particular that Councillor HUANG is talking about, at Mansfield State and Mansfield High. We did a corridor upgrade on Ham Road and then we got the pedestrian refuge expanded to cater for the kids. We got the intersection changed so that it gave longer time for them to cross. We have no left turn for trucks into Broadwater Road. We added a pedestrian refuge so the kids could cross safely and they’re talking about pedestrian crossing lights. I know, I was a local Councillor there too. 
	We are doing everything we can do, but when you get over 3,000 people in a school that was built for 1,500 it is not viable. So, this is about, yes, planning, not shutting down, buying land, thinking about what you’re doing, but speaking to us so we can put it into forward planning. Don’t just tell us Day 8 numbers, another 1,000 this year—day 8 numbers, another 500 this year. But with the greatest respect to the intent, Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN, it does say including these but not limited to, so we won’t be supporting the amendment. We think it’s covered in the substantive motion.
Deputy Chair:	Further debate on the amendment? 
	Councillor JOHNSTON.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Yes, I rise briefly to speak on this amendment. I think the art of double speak is truly alive when it comes to the LNP at this Council. This motion today has been brought forward as a stunt, in my view, and Councillor ADAMS has completely confirmed that with what she’s just said. Because the only, the only people that Councillor ADAMS wants to berate are the Labor Party in George Street.
DEPUTY MAYOR:	Point of order.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	The only people—
Deputy Chair:	Councillor JOHNSTON, one moment please. 
	DEPUTY MAYOR.
DEPUTY MAYOR:	Claim to be misrepresented.
Deputy Chair:	Claim to be misrepresented. 
	Councillor JOHNSTON.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Well, that’s what this is doing, forcing the State Government to do something. That’s what Councillor ADAMS is wanting to do here with this motion. The only people that she wants to benefit from this motion are marginal LNP ward holders.
DEPUTY MAYOR:	Point of order.
Deputy Chair:	Councillor JOHNSTON, point of order. 
	DEPUTY MAYOR.
DEPUTY MAYOR:	Claim to be misrepresented.
Deputy Chair:	Claim to be misrepresented. 
	Councillor JOHNSTON.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	If this wasn’t the case, Councillor ADAMS would say yes, we recognise that there is an important role for Council to play in making sure that primary schools are going into areas where they’re needed, well planned and in fact in this case, the Council itself, i.e. Councillor ADAMS, the Chairperson for the Olympics, is actually supporting the demolition of a school for infrastructure for the Olympics in East Brisbane.
DEPUTY MAYOR:	Point of order, Mr Chair.
Deputy Chair:	Councillor JOHNSTON, point of order.
DEPUTY MAYOR:	Claim to be misrepresented.
Deputy Chair:	DEPUTY MAYOR, thank you. 
	Councillor JOHNSTON.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	The LNP Council are publicly on the record of supporting the destruction of East Brisbane State School for the purposes of rebuilding The Gabba. Now let’s—
DEPUTY MAYOR:	Point of order, Mr Chair.
Deputy Chair:	Councillor JOHNSTON, point of order. 
	DEPUTY MAYOR.
DEPUTY MAYOR:	Claim to be misrepresented. She is misleading the Chamber. We have never supported the demolition of East Brisbane State School.
Deputy Chair:	Thank you. 
	Councillor JOHNSTON, that’s four claims of misrepresentation. I will—
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Is that a point of order?
Deputy Chair:	The point of order was as to misrepresentation, Councillor JOHNSTON, so I’ve made a note of it. Please continue.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	I just thought Councillor ADAMS might like to take the whole 10 minutes of my speech.
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Yes, I can see that, and I think everybody watching can too. This LNP Administration supports the destruction of the East Brisbane State School. It’s been publicly announced by the State Government that they are going to do this. Is there a peep? Is Councillor ADAMS going to go on the record today and say I’ve misrepresented her and say no, no, we want to keep East Brisbane School? Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN, through you, Mr Deputy Chair, have you noticed Councillor ADAMS down there campaigning to keep the East Brisbane State School? When we had a debate about it in this Chamber in here and we discussed the importance of keeping that, did Councillor ADAMS stand up and say—
Councillor MURPHY:	Point of order, Deputy Chair.
Deputy Chair:	Councillor JOHNSTON, point of order.
Councillor MURPHY:	Deputy Chair, I know you’re giving a lot of space here, but this motion is not about East Brisbane State School—
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Yes, it is.
Councillor MURPHY:	—it’s not about the State Government. 
Councillors interjecting.
Councillor MURPHY:	No.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Of course, it is.
Deputy Chair:	Could I just take out—the amendment is to include Woolloongabba and East Brisbane for the purposes of purchasing land for new State schools to service growing suburbs.
Councillor MURPHY:	My apologies, Chair.
Deputy Chair:	Sorry, thank you. 
	Councillor JOHNSTON.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	I think that’s six interruptions now, I mean there’s a good strategy the LNP have got going. But what I’ll say, just to be clear, is that the LNP Administration are supporting the destruction of a local school in East Brisbane.
DEPUTY MAYOR:	Point of order, Mr Chair.
Deputy Chair:	Point of order to you—
DEPUTY MAYOR:	If she continues to tell lies, I will continue to interrupt. Claim to be misrepresented.
Councillors interjecting.
Deputy Chair:	If we could—so I have noted the claim for misrepresentation. 
	Councillor JOHNSTON, if you could please continue.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	I’m sorry. Firstly, Councillor ADAMS just called me a liar in this place and Mr Deputy Chair, that is inappropriate. I’ve been ejected for doing so, so I’d like you to address the issue of Councillor ADAMS calling me a liar when I am debating this motion.
Deputy Chair:	If you could just take—
DEPUTY MAYOR:	Point of order, Mr Chair. I’m sorry, I take that back, she’s saying lies, I withdraw that she’s a liar.
Deputy Chair:	Thank you, DEPUTY MAYOR. 
	The statement is withdrawn, Councillor.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Secondly, when I talk about the LNP, I am talking about the political party. Every time someone in the LNP stands up and says the Labor Party are terrible, the Labor Party are liars, I don’t hear you intervening or anybody else intervening. So let me say on the record the LNP, led by the Deputy Chairman of Brisbane and the Chair of the Olympics, supports the State Government’s decision to knock down East Brisbane School, to redevelop The Gabba, which is not even part of our proposal to the IOC (International Olympic Committee) for the Olympics.
	Now the Premier has got this wrong and I support the retention of East Brisbane State School. But more importantly, what I support is where a motion comes forward that is asking the State Government to do something, to support a marginal LNP ward holder, I think that if there are other areas in the city that can benefit from new schools, how does it hurt a single person to add them? We know that East Brisbane is going to lose its school and that East Brisbane and Woolloongabba community won’t have a school.
	The only thing this amendment does is say to the people of this area of Brisbane that the DEPUTY MAYOR is supposed to represent, because she’s supposed to have a citywide process in her decision-making, is we hear you, East Brisbane. We want to make sure there is a school for you in your local community. We want to make sure there’s a school in the suburbs of Rochedale, we want to make sure there’s a school in the suburb of Burbank, we want to make sure there’s a school in the suburb of Mackenzie. But according to the DEPUTY MAYOR today, the people and the families of East Brisbane and Woolloongabba don’t deserve the same right.
DEPUTY MAYOR:	Port of Brisbane—point of order. Port of Brisbane? Point of order, Mr Chair.
Deputy Chair:	Point of order, DEPUTY MAYOR.
DEPUTY MAYOR:	Apparently one time I’m Deputy Chair, the next time I’m not in the charge of the LNP, then I am, but that was a misrepresentation.
Deputy Chair:	Thank you.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	I’m sorry, the DEPUTY MAYOR has stood up today and said she doesn’t support this. So that means she is going to vote against adding East Brisbane and Woolloongabba. I hear the groans from Councillor HAMMOND over there, I hear the groans. Why aren’t you, through you, Mr Deputy Chair, supporting a school in a community that is not in an LNP ward, but you are supporting schools in LNP wards? Why is that? Could that be it’s politics? Could it be it’s politics? I can tell you that the people of East Brisbane and the families of East Brisbane deserve the same attention, they deserve the same support from this Council as the people of Mackenzie and Burbank. So, I support, I support us raising our voices to the State Government to include a school for East Brisbane and Woolloongabba.
	I think the DEPUTY MAYOR’s behaviour as I’ve been speaking on this has been unpleasant and unnecessary and I am incredibly disappointed that she wants to say somehow this is not something she believes in, because it is, it is. So, Councillor SRI, I seconded your amendment because I think that community deserves to have a school. I’d like them to keep the one they’ve got, but if someone makes a decision at another level of government to do something, we as a Council can stand up and say hey, we don’t think that’s right. We think you should make provision for new schools in the inner city, just as this motion, the substantive motion, is saying hey, we think you should make schools—a provision for schools in the outer suburbs. But according to the DEPUTY MAYOR today, the LNP does not support that concept, they are opposed to it. So, I support it and I’ll vote for the amendment.
Deputy Chair:	DEPUTY MAYOR, there were a number of—
DEPUTY MAYOR:	Yes, five. First one, only want to berate ALP and government, that’s not correct. We want to work with them, know where they’re buying the schools and plan ahead for the infrastructure that is needed. (2) Only interested in LNP marginal wards. I talked about the wards I know, but I can talk about Corinda State High School, Pallara, West End State School, there’s plenty.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Point of order, Mr Chair.
Deputy Chair:	DEPUTY MAYOR, just one moment. 
	Point of order to Councillor JOHNSTON.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	Point of order, Mr Chair.
Councillors interjecting.
Councillor JOHNSTON:	No, it’s—I didn’t mention the other schools that she’s talking about this motion was not about them. So, I haven’t misrepresented her, that’s obvious from what she is saying. So will you please ensure that the Meetings Local Law is properly enforced, because I didn’t say any such things at all in any way and that is debate, not correcting something that she says I’ve misrepresented.
Deputy Chair:	Councillor JOHNSTON, I don’t support your point of order. The DEPUTY MAYOR was clarifying and providing examples. 
	DEPUTY MAYOR, please.
DEPUTY MAYOR:	Yes, so the point of order was that I’m only talking about LNP marginal wards, false. It says that the LNP Administration supports the demolition of the East Brisbane School, false. It says on the record as supporting the demolition of East Brisbane School, false. It says that the LNP supports East Brisbane demolition school, false and it says that I don’t care about the people in East Brisbane. I made it very clear in my speech that we are very concerned that children in that area are not going to be actively travelling to a school, false.
Deputy Chair:	Further debate on the amendment? No further debate? 
	Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN, right of reply.
Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN:	Thanks, Chair. Yes, I listened with interest to the DEPUTY MAYOR’s commentary, and I don’t think her justification for refusing to support the amendment was very sound. It didn’t seem logically coherent. The argument that she appeared to be putting forward was that the motion speaks to the issues in communities that are experiencing growing populations and don’t have existing schooling capacity to cater for that growing population. That’s exactly the case for East Brisbane and Woolloongabba. So, the DEPUTY MAYOR wasn’t clearly able to distinguish or explain why Burbank, et cetera, get mentioned in a motion like this, but East Brisbane and Woolloongabba shouldn’t be mentioned.
	There’s no obvious difference between the two scenarios other than that one group of residents are living in detached houses and another group of residents are living in apartments. The scenario is almost identical. East Brisbane has an existing school that’s already at capacity, it’s at capacity in part because this Council Administration has approved so many new developments in the area. That school is running out of room for new enrolments and—yes, thank you for that. Councillor JOHNSTON has just passed me a news article from a little while ago, clearly identifying that the Mayor backed the proposal for The Gabba Stadium to be used as a major Olympics venue. But as I was saying, I think the—
Councillors interjecting.
Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN:	Sorry? I’ll take that interjection. Ask me a question, Councillor, if you want. I’m happy to engage in dialogue over this. Look, I will say that until this little, I don’t know, repartee, whatever you want to call it, in Council just now, I was of the impression that the LNP did support the closing down of East Brisbane State School and I’m pleased to hear the DEPUTY MAYOR say that that’s not correct. But I guess I’d offer the insight that if I, as a local Councillor, thought the LNP was supporting the demolition of this school, so do a lot of residents. Although Councillor JOHNSTON was right to say that the school itself is in my ward, most of the catchment is actually in Coorparoo Ward.
	Councillor Fiona CUNNINGHAM right now is in a lot of trouble because residents of East Brisbane, which falls wholly within Coorparoo Ward, residents of East Brisbane do not think that Councillor CUNNINGHAM is doing a satisfactory job of fighting for their interests and raising concerns about the loss of this school. So, through you, Chair, to the DEPUTY MAYOR, I would just highlight that it’s not even a Greens ward that’s really the subject of this conversation. We’re talking about Coorparoo Ward, which is currently held by the LNP, but to be honest I think the Greens will probably win it next Council election, unless the LNP does step up to the plate and contest what’s happening with East Brisbane.
	The loss of East Brisbane State School is a really sore point of contention for the constituents in Councillor CUNNINGHAM’s ward. Those people are really disappointed that their local Councillor is not fighting for them and the LNP’s refusal to even amend this motion to at least mention or acknowledge those suburbs is only furthering that concern. So, I think it’s a strategic error on the part of the LNP Administration today not to agree to a very simple, straightforward and reasonable amendment to simply add in a few more suburb names. But I would also just say that maybe it’s time for the DEPUTY MAYOR or for the Mayor or someone from the LNP to call a press conference and publicly state to the media that you don’t support East Brisbane State School being relocated to Coorparoo Secondary College.
	That would be an easy thing for the DEPUTY MAYOR to do. I know that it’s a lot easier for her to get media coverage than it is for the parents of East Brisbane or for random residents of Coorparoo Ward. So, if Councillor CUNNINGHAM and Councillor ADAMS, et cetera, are concerned about the loss of East Brisbane State School and they don’t think that students of East Brisbane and Woolloongabba should have to drive all the way to Coorparoo Secondary College, then I challenge you to call a press conference, put out a media release and tell that to the general public. Because it’s all well and good to say that here in the Chamber, when to be honest not many people are really paying close attention.
	But if you actually don’t want to see that school shut down and that whole community losing access to a public primary school, then do the bare minimum of public advocacy and elected representation. Call a press conference, put out a media release and state publicly that you don’t want to see that school displaced altogether. I think we can both agree that if The Gabba redevelopment goes ahead, we don’t necessarily want East Brisbane State School to remain on its current site, but there are other large blocks of land in the surrounding precinct where a school could be delivered—
Deputy Chair:	Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN, your time has expired.
Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN:	Thanks.
Deputy Chair:	We will now put the vote for the amendment. I’ll now put that motion. 

The Chair put the motion for the amendment to the notified motion to the Chamber resulting in it being declared lost on the voices.

Thereupon, Councillors Jonathan SRIRANGANATHAN and Nicole JOHNSTON immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared lost.

The voting was as follows:

AYES: 2 -	Councillors Jonathan SRIRANGANATHAN and Nicole JOHNSTON.

NOES: 14 -	The DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, and Councillors Greg ADERMANN, Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, Sandy LANDERS, James MACKAY, Peter MATIC, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Angela OWEN and Steven TOOMEY.

ABSTENTIONS: 3 -	The Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Jared CASSIDY, and Councillors Peter CUMMING and Charles STRUNK. 

Deputy Chair:	We will now return to the substantive debate. 
	Further speakers? 
	Councillor OWEN.
Councillor OWEN:	Thank you, Mr Deputy Chair and I rise to speak in support of this motion. I think it’s very important to just go back over what this motion is actually about. It states it is in recognition of the growing population of South East Queensland and the increasing traffic pressure being placed on existing schools, roads and residents. Brisbane City Council calls on the Queensland State Government: to purchase land for new State schools to service the growing suburbs including but not limited to Rochedale, Burbank and Mackenzie, and to consult with Brisbane City Council on their plans to expand school capacity and the expected student numbers that the surrounding road infrastructure will need to accommodate. 
	Now I do acknowledge that my colleague, Councillor HUANG, has put this motion forward and he has referenced three schools that impact in his area. Now what this motion does and the reason I rise to support it, is it says, “including, but not limited to.” So, Councillor HUANG has actually put forward a motion that is inclusive of all schools right across our city. This is very important to me, through you, Mr Deputy Chair, because Pallara State School is one of those schools. I refer back to a Courier-Mail article that was out on 7 December 2022. It actually defines the enrolment figures of Pallara State School and how they—and I’ll quote this, “how they exploded between 2016 to 2022, with three times the number of students”.
	So, the expectation of 200 prep students at this school in 2023 is significant, because we have to look after these young students. When the school opened in 2016, seven short years ago, it had 328 students. In August 2022 it had 1,034. Now in that media article of 7 December 2022, an Education Queensland spokeswoman stated that ‘Pallara had a maximum enrolment capacity of 1,142 students’. I can tell this Chamber right here, right now that that school has already exceeded its maximum enrolment capacity. That is why I stand tonight in support of this motion. It is important that we advocate for our local communities.
	Now just going back a little bit, I will go back to 23 September 2008, when the then Labor State Premier, Anna Bligh, and her government gave the green light to 17 greenfield sites to be developed and they were asked to be accelerated. So, there were 17 sites, but the four that were advocated to be moved ahead quickly were Ripley, Caloundra South, Flagstone and of course the Oxley Wedge, including Heathwood and Pallara. 
	So, when we actually have a look at the Education Queensland website and see which schools have been identified by the Queensland State Government to get additional infrastructure and new schools and, so that everybody is clear, this is straight off the Queensland Education website: in the 2022-23 State budget, the Queensland ALP Government announced five more schools for 2025 and 2026 in the fast-growing areas of Caboolture West, Caloundra South, Ripley, Flagstone and Bahrs Scrub. This is in addition to 11 new schools to cater for growth in 2023-24, including Augustine Heights, Ripley, Yarrabilba, Palmview, Bellbird Park, Redland Bay, Park Ridge, Springfield Central, Park Ridge High School, Collingwood Park and a new primary school in Brisbane’s inner west, for which the department is considering. So out of that entire list, there’s only one on that list for Brisbane and I believe that that inner west one was actually scrapped.
	So out of all of that budgeting, all of that money, there’s nothing for Brisbane, which is the largest Local Government Area in Queensland and in fact in our nation, fourth largest in the world. I just want to read something that Minister Grace, the Minister for Education, penned on 22 May 2020. Through you, Mr Deputy Chair, I would just like to quote directly out of this letter. It says, “the Palaszczuk Government is committed to ensuring all students, no matter where they live, have access to high-quality learning opportunities within their local communities, the department wishes to retain the ownership of the former Pallara State School site to meet the potential need for a future State school in this community. The department, in conjunction with the Queensland Schools Planning Reference Committee, is continually monitoring the demand for schools in the area.” It also goes on to say that “it was identified that potentially up to two new secondary schools may be required in the areas of Inala/Richlands and Forest Lake/Doolandella by 2031. Additionally, it was acknowledged that the new secondary schools recommended were intended to also support growth in Pallara.”
	So, if that is the case and we are already at capacity at the Pallara State School, why hasn’t there been sufficient infrastructure planning, support of what this Council has been doing as far as the road improvements and actually identifying sites and purchasing the sites for these needed facilities, why has this not been done now? The Pallara State School is already over capacity, so this is why it is important that we do look at these facilities. Now the Council officers have been working diligently behind the scenes with EQ to try to resolve some of these issues, that up until I had to push for a meeting last year and bring people together, it was not happening.
	So, through you, Mr Deputy Chair, I say that this motion is needed. It is needed to be supported by this Chamber and can I say that there have been comments made that some of this motion was in relation to certain wards being represented by particular sides of this Chamber. Well Pallara was represented between 2016 and 2020 by a Labor Councillor. Did we hear anything in this Chamber about support for that school in this Chamber? No, I cannot recall anything coming out of the former Labor Councillor who represented the suburb of Pallara during 2016 to 2020.
	I have always been a strong advocate for infrastructure, for the school and for the students having the facilities that they need and deserve. This is a right of families living in that area. So come on, Palaszczuk Government, stump up, fund the new high school for Pallara, buy the land, tell the people where it’s going to go and sort out the problem properly with the Pallara State School. Deal with the traffic and congestion issues that you have caused because you have not funded this in previous budgets like other areas have been funded through those greenfield sites across the State. Thank you, Mr Deputy Chair.
Deputy Chair:	Further debate? 
	Councillor CASSIDY.
Councillor CASSIDY:	Thanks very much, Chair. I’ve had to stop myself from laughing at the LNP’s contribution on this debate and this pathetically political motion that we have brought to the Chamber today. Moved by a 20-year-old, tired, old LNP Administration and sure, bring these issues as local issues once you deal with the housing crisis and delivering a housing strategy, as promised in 2019, if we want to go back in history. Once you start dealing with the 80,000 tonnes of organic material that gets continually added to landfill each and every year, adding to dangerous emissions, or dealing with the congestion.
	We’re talking about congestion, Brisbane is now more congested than at any point in history, much more congested. Council’s roads are much more congested than at any point pre-COVID-19. So, when this LNP Administration brings those things to this Chamber and talks about solutions to problems within their wheelhouse, then we can take these types of motions seriously. But when you look at their track record, the Councillors over there who have spoken on it, who are failed political candidates at a Federal level, you start to think perhaps they’re going to have a tilt at State politics sometime soon.
	Now I’ve been enjoying today and over the last few weeks, particularly today, the little history lessons we’ve been getting from Councillor OWEN just now and Councillor MURPHY earlier today as well. Well let’s have a bit of a history lesson when it comes to education, the provision of public schools and road infrastructure under the government that was led by the mentor of this LNP LORD MAYOR Adrian SCHRINNER and Ryan MURPHY’s mentor, Campbell Newman.
	Now under the LNP Newman Government’s three years in power, they targeted schools for closure across the State and to sell that land off for development. The LNP has a track record of closing down schools and selling that land to developers. They bulldozed six schools, they bulldozed six schools in their time in office and three of those schools were in Brisbane, three of those schools were in Brisbane. Fortitude Valley State School, Old Yarranlea School near Mt Gravatt, and Nyanda State High School near Salisbury.
	Now let’s not forget the hitlist that the Newman Government had, there were 50 other schools that they wanted to reduce to rubble and to carve off sporting fields and reduce the size of those schools and sell them for a profit, their asset sales agenda. They were pursuing that right up until they were booted from office. So that’s the shame that the LNP carry when it comes to education, that’s the shame that every one of these LNP Councillors should carry every day as well. That LNP government, the Campbell Newman Government, wasn’t interested in investing in our kids’ futures, they were interested in closing schools down.
	Councillor DAVIS, who’s not here today, I acknowledge that, we certainly haven’t forgotten her role in that government as well, as a senior Minister in that government. Nothing says child safety as a child safety Minister as she was, like closing down schools. The people of Aspley had their say on her back in 2017 and the people of Queensland and broadly across Brisbane had their say on the LNP when it comes to public education back in 2015.
	Since Labor came to office in 2015, they have invested $10 billion into school infrastructure, $10 billion into school infrastructure. Listening to this rabble of LNP Councillors over here today, you would think not one cent was invested in school infrastructure. It’s been the single biggest school building program this State has ever seen. Unlike the LNP, who the Labor State Government replaced, who bulldozed schools. They bulldozed schools, they sacked teachers, that is the LNP’s legacy. There have been 25 new schools opened across this State since 2015.
	Now on to road infrastructure, we’re talking about that as well. The LNP’s record when it comes to road infrastructure at a State level, because that’s of course what we’re talking about here, from 2012 to 2015 they cut $1.6 billion in road and transport funding, $1.6 billion was cut under the LNP’s Administration at a State level. That wasn’t enough for the king of cuts, Campbell Newman, they sacked 20% of TMR’s (Department of Transport and Main Roads’) workforce and a further 700 RoadTek road builders got the knife under that State Government as well. So, three years of Campbell Newman and the LNP were devastating for Queensland. The hypocrisy of this motion before us today and quite frankly the stupidity of those opposite is incredible, but it’s no longer surprising to the people of Brisbane and to us on this side of the Chamber.
	Now the Councillor who moved this motion, Councillor HUANG, left his residents high and dry for a few months to run a failed campaign for the Federal seat of Moreton. His brilliant campaign led to a seven per cent swing to Labor, thank you very much, Councillor HUANG. That says plenty about his advocacy for his community when it comes to the important time of voting. When Councillor Angela OWEN abandoned her ward back in 2019 to do the same thing, she granted had a much better result, it was the high‑water mark of course for the LNP here in Queensland. But I suppose that’s even more embarrassing for Councillor HUANG, given that result back in 2019, for a whole range of reasons.
	So, I guess this motion is seeking to shift the focus away from this LNP Administration’s failings on to State Government issues. It obviously is signalling to all of us that Councillor HUANG has his eyes on a new career path. He did his 10 years in office article a little while ago, saying he’s got sort of itchy feet now, he wants to move on a bit. He’s tested the water at Federal politics, had a disastrous result there, so I guess he’s going to maybe try out for State politics, size up, maybe he’ll run for Mayor one day, who knows? But he’s clearly done here, he clearly thinks he’s done his time, he clearly thinks he’s far more talented than those who sit around him today and he’s got his eyes on bigger prizes. But I know Labor MPs on the southside—
Councillor HAMMOND:	Point of order.
Deputy Chair:	Point of order, Councillor CASSIDY.
Councillor HAMMOND:	I think we’ve heard enough political, slanderous rubbish from the Leader of the Opposition. Can you please bring him back to the motion and to the relevance?
Deputy Chair:	Councillor CASSIDY, please continue.
Councillor CASSIDY:	Thanks very much, Deputy Chair, I shall continue. I was actually just about to finish there but I might keep going now actually, after that little contribution. But I know southside Labor MPs would welcome the candidacy of Councillor HUANG or Councillor OWEN in any of those State seats, because their track record speaks volumes, it speaks absolute volumes. When this Administration gets serious about dealing with the issues that our city faces and the people in the suburbs of Brisbane face, whether that’s the starving of infrastructure in terms of drainage, whether it’s the starving of funding for new footpaths. 
	Whether it’s the thousands of kilometres of broken and dangerous footpaths in our city, whether it’s dealing with the congestion that chokes Brisbane now under this LNP Administration, Brisbane is the most congested city in Australia. When this Administration starts dealing with organic waste reduction and when this Administration delivers the housing strategy that they promised in 2019 and the homelessness strategy they endorsed in May last year, when they start doing those things, we might start to take them seriously and so will the people of Brisbane. But they are becoming a joke, they are becoming a laughing stock and many, many of them won’t be around after the next election.
Councillor TOOMEY:	Point of order, Mr Chair.
Deputy Chair:	Point of order.
Councillor TOOMEY:	Sorry, Mr Chair, when I get up on relevance it’s on relevance. This is—can we get on with the job of what we’re here to do please? It’s relevance.
Deputy Chair:	Further debate? Is there any further debate? 
	Councillor MURPHY.
Councillor MURPHY:	Yes, wow, Mr Deputy Chair. I just rise to speak on this motion and what a lot of venom coming out of Councillor CASSIDY right now, just oozing from his pores. Chair, you can tell the election’s getting near and there’s not a lot of confidence on that side of the Chamber. The Deputy Leader is leaving, Councillor CUMMING is going, I don’t know, there might be a few more retirements to come. But on this side of the Chamber, we’re focused on the future, and we’re focused on some of the important work that’s in front of us here in the Chamber today.
	Just reflecting quickly to rebut some of the points that Councillor CASSIDY made in his debate. He mentioned, I think, what, four schools that the Newman Government closed. I remember the Bligh Government closed four schools in Councillor CUMMING’s ward alone. I remember Wynnum North State School, Lindum, Hemmant and Wynnum Central and he’s got to run now, oh, got to run, got an important meeting to make. Well, you know what, Deputy Chair, he might have something important to go to, but I can bet you what, he won’t be going and doing any work on policy development because we have seen nothing from him in his entire career in this Chamber when it comes to developing positive policies for our city.
	But he does plenty of time doing the little hit pieces and getting the dirt, so he can have a crack and get in the talking points from downtown, from George Street, coming in here and talking about it. Yes, yes, we have Councillors on this side of the Chamber who occasionally do aspire for higher office, and I think there’s nothing wrong with that. Councillor HUANG, Councillor OWEN tried to represent their community on the bigger stage, well you know what, at least they could win a preselection, Deputy Chair, which Councillor CASSIDY will never be able to do in his own area.
	Now, Chair, I think Councillor ADAMS actually summed it up perfectly. She gave a really good rundown of the situation, the state of play out in my ward and I will just touch on some details there. I was really happy to second this motion when Councillor HUANG approached me about it, because it’s a really good common-sense motion that ventilates an issue that is important for some members of this Council. Those opposite should remember that Notice of Motion process is available to every Councillor in this place. There are 26 of us, 27 if you include the LORD MAYOR and this Chamber, anyone can bring a motion to it, move it and second it.
	Most of the time it’s our side responding to motions brought by Opposition or independent Councillors. This time we just so happen to have brought our own and we had a totally disgusting contribution from Councillor JOHNSTON, just raising all these issues and all these random things. You know what, you want to move a motion, move it. You do anyway, you do it all the time. If this side wants to move a motion, we’re allowed to do that as well, because it raises important issues and it ventilates them with the State Government. This issue of the rapid expansion of State schools in particularly the eastern suburbs is a major issue for my community and for Councillor HUANG’s community.
	In the last 10 years the State Government has poured hundreds of millions of dollars into Mansfield State School and Mansfield State High School. During that time, congestion issues have developed very rapidly around the school, with Council seeing a sharp rise in the amount of complaints that we receive on traffic and parking issues. These complaints range from residents unable to get into their properties due to vehicles parked in the driveway, illegal U‑turns happening across median strips, through to more alarmingly people cutting across two lanes of traffic to enter the school grounds. These are all issues that have been documented very well, with lots of pictures, lots of evidence on local Facebook community pages.
	Council has been taking the feedback of residents on board, we’ve been actively seeking out solutions. We’ve been introducing mobile parking enforcement technology, we’ve been working to change drop-off and pick-up times with the school, we’ve been reworking the school’s traffic management programs and we’ve been implementing staggered finish times. Councillor ADAMS, when she was a local Councillor, implemented a range of hard infrastructure solutions in and around the school to try and address these issues. We also recently completed the major upgrade of Newnham and Wecker Road, which sees an increased flow of traffic through Mansfield, Wishart and Mt Gravatt and that enhances active travel safety with new pedestrian and cyclist bridges and enhanced and wider footpaths.
	Despite all of this, the hazard situation in the roads around Mansfield State School and State High continue to grow. Every week I’m just dreading that there’ll be a notification that’ll appear we might find that there has been a child who’s very tragically lost their life due to an accident in or around the school. The word hazardous has become synonymous with Ham Road and Broadwater Road and that’s not a good thing in our community. So, what is driving all of this? Is it a lack of infrastructure from Brisbane City Council, that we haven’t invested enough money in road upgrades? Could it be that? Or could it be some statistics that I’m about to give you?
	In 2010 Mansfield State High School had 1,500 students, by 2016 it had 2,253 students, a 50% increase. As of last year, it boasted 3,244 students, which is a 43.9% increase from 2019. Go down the road a little bit, Citipointe Christian College shares the same local roads as Mansfield State School. It’s only grown 2.5% since 2011, going from 1,668 students to 1,710 students. Brisbane Adventist College has only grown 15% since 2018. So, two other schools in the comparative area have grown in line with population growth, but then you have one school right in the middle that is exploding in population growth. That’s right, since 2010 Mansfield State High has grown by 116% and Mansfield State School by 37%.
	From across these schools more than 1,000 students are out of catchment, which means a higher likelihood of car use towards the school. The community around the school believes we need an enrolment cap at both schools, and I’ve written to the Minister, the Education Minister, Grace Grace, requesting such. She has written back with a very legal argument that it’s currently not possible under the Education (General Provisions) Act 2006. Well, yes, of course it’s not possible, we’re asking you to change the legislation to make it possible, because this growth is unsustainable.
	It’s clear that people are moving into the Mansfield State School catchment area in order to get their children into that school and that is causing an outsize growth of enrolments and that is causing an outsize impact on the infrastructure that we are provisioning. The worst thing is if the State had come to us and said look, you know what, we’ve got this plan, Mansfield and State High, two schools out of every other school in the State, these are going to be super-massive schools and they’re going to be in your community, aren’t you happy with that? Is that something you support? I would have said okay, let’s go out to the community, let’s have a discussion about it. But what’s happening is these schools are becoming super-massive schools by stealth.
	At least with State High it is at a central location, there is a lot of infrastructure to support moving those children in and around that precinct. There’s been an investment in other school campuses in and around that precinct as well to support it. In our area there is nothing, there is crickets and there are other locations around Mackenzie, Burbank and Rochedale which have significant population growth but are not receiving any kind of investment or forward plan from the State Government in terms of new school planning.
	I did something, Chair, called the Mansfield area traffic survey. I wrote to residents in Mansfield about what was happening in their community, and I asked them some questions about traffic in and around their community. More than 200 households in the community responded and 87% of residents said that it isn’t fair the State Government invests millions of dollars in new buildings inside the school and yet nothing for them for the local road network. I have nothing against schools growing, in fact I’m a former student of Mansfield State School, Chair. But no school can just grow exponentially without putting increased pressure on local infrastructure and residents have recognised this and they are waking up by the hundreds.
	They’re getting fed up with being taken for granted by this State Government and by the local State Member, who is just happy to just shovel more and more money into the school and go and cut more ribbons and open new buildings. Meanwhile, the local roads grind to a halt and there is no talk about a second campus, there’s no talk about alleviating that pressure, there’s no talk about how we can support our other schools. I talk—the local Member, Corrine McMillan, is almost not welcome at some of the other local schools in the community because they see everything that goes on with Mansfield State School and Mansfield State High and they go what are we doing wrong?
	What are our kids doing wrong? What’s this community doing wrong? Why can’t we get a piece of this largesse? What’s going on? It’s created a real inequality in the community that people don’t like. That aside from all of the impacts on hard infrastructure. So that pathetic diatribe from Councillor CASSIDY before that this was some kind of political issue, come out and actually have a chat to the P&C at Mansfield. Come and have a chat to my community and see what having a mega, super-mega school placed out in the suburbs without infrastructure to support it, no train lines, no high-frequency buses, see the impact that that is having and come back and say the same thing. Thank you, Deputy Chair.
Deputy Chair:	Thank you. 
	Further debate? 
	Councillor CUMMING.
Councillor CUMMING:	Just very briefly, Councillor MURPHY slurred the school program and that was done some years ago in Wynnum Manly. A lovely, terrific program, some tiny little schools, mainly primary schools, were closed and a magnificent new primary school with a capacity of about 900 was built. We’ve also got a brilliant new high school and also a lot of upgrading to facilities for all the other State schools around the area. They did a great job, the State Government in Wynnum Manly and Councillor MURPHY ought to keep his examples somewhere else.
Deputy Chair:	Further debate? No further debate? 
	Councillor HUANG, right of reply?
Councillor HUANG:	Thank you, Mr Deputy Chair. Look, I moved this motion because I have a genuine concern about what’s happening in my local area and also to many of my colleagues, who have expressed their concern about the increased school size and the issues caused by the increase in student enrolments, both in traffic and also in student safety. But I must say I was expecting the full support of this Council for this motion, but after I listened to the debate of course I think I must comment. Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN, at least his argument makes some sense and don’t be upset because your suburb’s not included, because this motion actually says ‘includes, not limited’. So, they are included. I used those three suburbs because they’re the ones I’m familiar with. Of course, I didn’t put in Pallara because—
Councillors interjecting.
Councillor HUANG:	But it’s already included in there. So that’s why I moved this motion, because I thought it was a non-political motion. Even Councillor MARX had the same feeling, because I’m sure your communities will have told you how they feel about increased traffic around the school and how unsafe they feel for their kids to walk around the school during school times. So, I was expecting this motion to be non-political and something that would be supported. But anyway, when I was listening to Councillor JOHNSTON’s speech I thought I appreciate she’s advocating for Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN’s ward, but my impression she has no problem in her ward for similar issues.
	When I listened to the Opposition Leader when he had all these full political attacks and with no substance in his speech, I would assume that these are not the problems for the Labor wards because they’re probably well served by the $10 billion the State Government invested in their wards. However, from my perspective I think that people in Brisbane deserve better than what’s happening now. If the Labor wards are well served by the $10 billion invested by the Palaszczuk Labor Government, as the Deputy Chair for Finance I’ll suggest in the LORD MAYOR’s upcoming budget that money should go to the area that needs more attention. I think that will be a fair call.
	So, look, I think this is a non-political motion and I’m sure every Councillor will have felt the same feeling and the pressure that the community would have told us that they want us to do something about it. That’s why we put—I moved this motion and I appreciate that Councillor MURPHY seconded it. I know there are more Councillors who like to second, but because I used the examples between our wards, so I approached him to ask him to second this motion. But look, I still hope this motion will be supported by everyone in this Chamber, because it is a genuine concern to all of us. I think this Council should take a stand and put our position forward to the State Government, telling them that we need more investment for new schools in Brisbane.
Deputy Chair:	I’ll now put the motion. 

As there was no further debate, the Chair submitted the motion to the Chamber, and it was declared carried on the voices.

Thereupon, Councillors Angela OWEN and Steven HUANG immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared carried.

The voting was as follows:

AYES: 21 -	The DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, and Councillors Greg ADERMANN, Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, Sarah HUTTON, Sandy LANDERS, James MACKAY, Peter MATIC, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Angela OWEN, Steven TOOMEY, Andrew WINES, and the Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Jared CASSIDY, and Councillors Kara COOK, Peter CUMMING, Charles STRUNK and Jonathan SRIRANGANATHAN.


[bookmark: _Toc128752144][bookmark: _Toc128755808]PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS:

Deputy Chair:	Councillors, are there any petitions?
	No petitions. No? 


[bookmark: _Toc128755809]GENERAL BUSINESS:

Deputy Chair:	Councillors, are there any statements required as a result of an Office of the Independent Assessor or Councillor Ethics Committee order? No? 
	General Business, are there any matters of General Business? 
	Councillor ADERMANN.
Councillor ADERMANN:	Thank you, Deputy Chair. Almost 12 months ago we were about to deliver a free movie at the Bellbowrie Pool when the flood hit, causing significant damage and leaving us with no choice but to postpone the event. While disappointing at the time, we were finally able to deliver on that promise to reschedule the event last Sunday night. The pool precinct has well and truly recovered from the flood damage and was looking at its absolute best for this event. Because of workplace health and safety reasons we had to cap the number of residents and children able to attend. But we sensed when we announced the new date that it was going got be popular and that there was little doubt that those who attended thoroughly enjoyed Sing 2 and the other entertainment and giveaways on the night.
	A few thank yous. First, thanks to the Bellbowrie Pool operator, Just Sports and Fitness, and in particular, Jackie Williams, for helping us pull together this event. Last year, Just Sports and Fitness had its contract with Council to manage the pool extended, a decision that has been very popular with the local community. Just Sports and Fitness is a company owned by Justin Lemberg and to those of you familiar with the history of swimming in Australia, as I know the DEPUTY MAYOR is, that name will ring a bell.
Councillors interjecting.
Councillor ADERMANN:	We’re coming to that, DEPUTY MAYOR. Justin was part of the Laurie Lawrence stable that produced many Olympic and Commonwealth Games champions, such as Duncan Armstrong, Jon Sieben, Tracey Wickham and Steve Holland. Justin won bronze in the 400-metre freestyle at the 1984 LA Olympics and remains passionate about the sport. To watch him encouraging young swimmers from the pool deck shows he has the passion of his old mentor and don’t be surprised if some of his charges are in contention to represent Australia at the 2032 Olympics in Brisbane.
	Second, to the Kenmore Rotary Club, who stepped up to do the sausage sizzle. Time and time again this club epitomises what service to the community is about. Finally, to Sarah in my ward office, who is arguably the event queen of the western suburbs. As Councillors past and present she has worked for will attest, Sarah leaves no stone unturned in ensuring residents leave our events with many happy memories and this one was no different. Thank you.
Deputy Chair:	Any further General Business? 
	Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN.
Councillor SRIRANGANATHAN:	Thanks, Chair. Recently, kind of at the request of a few local residents out at Sandgate way, my office decided to organise a talk under the title of Regenerate Brisbane, looking at coastal flooding and sea level rise. I just wanted to speak briefly about the issue, because the more I researched it and looked into what Council had been doing so far, the more concerned I have become that we’re not really planning sufficiently for sea level rise. It’s not an issue that significantly or directly impacts the inner city quite as much. There are a few low-lying parts of West End and Milton that will be inundated more regularly if sea levels rise as a result of climate change and melting ice caps.
	But it’s primarily an issue for wards closer to the coast, particularly Deagon Ward, but I think also a few of the wards like Doboy Ward, for example, where there are some really low-lying areas and Wynnum Manly as well to some extent. But the concern broadly is just that over many years we’ve had a lot of development in very low-lying areas. These are areas that might not necessarily be subject to river flooding or creek flooding on a regular basis, so this issue is slightly distinct from the normal concerns I raise in this Chamber about Council continuing to approve developments on flood-prone land.
	What I’m talking about here is blocks of land in areas that are maybe only a metre above sea level at most and in particular around the Sandgate and Brighton area. There are quite a few streets and quite a few neighbourhood precincts that are very, very vulnerable to sea level rise. What I’ve discovered is that when Brisbane City Council was planning its Coastal Hazards Adaptation Strategy a few years ago, they basically took relocation and coastal retreat off the table, they ruled that out of order for discussion essentially. So, Council officers were told look, even if coastal retreat and relocating low-lying neighbourhoods is the best response to climate change and rising sea levels, we don’t want you to talk about it. We don’t want you to mention it to residents, we don’t want you to plan for it.
	That’s really concerning to me and I guess I just wanted to speak to that issue here today to place on the record that I think this Administration needs to do a better job of planning a more holistic and comprehensive Coastal Hazards Adaptation Strategy, or a coastal retreat strategy, where we holistically identify the streets and properties that are likely to go underwater as a result of melting ice caps and sea level rise. Which are the streets, which are the homes, which are the properties that are going to be inundated on a daily basis when in coincidence with the high tides. What are we doing to plan to support those neighbourhoods?
	There are some very difficult questions that this Council Administration needs to be answering, questions such as if properties are going to be going underwater every high tide as a result of rising sea levels, does the Council compulsorily acquire those properties and force those residents to relocate? Or does the Council support those residents to continue to remain living in those low-lying areas and where the increasing costs of road infrastructure, maintenance, waste collection, et cetera, where it gets to the point where we’re literally contemplating collecting waste via motorboat rather than by garbage truck because these sites are cut off by rising seas?
	There are also serious questions to be asked around how much compensation owners should be paid if they do agree to relocate from some of these low‑lying areas. We’re already seeing the challenges with flood buybacks in suburbs like Rocklea, where no one seems to want to cough up the money to help relocate residents from flood-prone areas. But in areas like Brighton and Sandgate we’re talking about hundreds and hundreds of properties that are going to be inundated not once every few years by a serious flood, but once a day or twice a day by the high tides. These are people who in some cases are knowingly moving into fairly expensive beachside properties, knowing that those properties might go underwater in a few years due to climate change.
	Is it right that they are fully compensated for fairly high property values if they kind of bought into an area knowing that there was a risk? Or should we be saying to those residents look, you bought into a coastal area, you kind of knew what you were getting into, therefore we’re not going to pay you full value for your property? These are difficult questions that this Council Administration is failing to address. In terms of local responses to climate change there’s a lot we can do in terms of reducing emissions and shifting to renewables, but we also need to be talking about adapting to climate change. For a city like Brisbane, adaptation first and foremost means planning how we are going to relocate neighbourhoods that are only a few centimetres above sea level.
	This is, I think, a serious issue in terms of medium-term planning. Best estimates suggest—well conservative estimates suggest we could be looking at 50 or 60 centimetres of sea level rise by 2050. So, 2050 is not that far away, I know some Councillors might not be here in this Chamber by then, but we’re only talking a couple of decades. By that time, we’re going to see sea levels rise by over half a metre, which means a lot of low-lying properties along creeks in the river, a lot of low-lying properties along the Sandgate and Brighton foreshore and possibly around the Wynnum coastal frontages are going to be experiencing regular inundation.
	Through you, Chair, I’m concerned that Council’s City Planning team is not looking at this closely enough. I presume Councillor ALLAN is the Chair responsible for this, I’m not even entirely sure. There’s been so little talk of coastal retreat and coastal adaptation in this Chamber, it seems like it’s not even on the agenda for this Council Administration. But through you, Chair, Councillor ALLAN, it really does need to be on your agenda, there really does need to be a more holistic and comprehensive plan for how we are going to relocate residents that are vulnerable to sea level rise. I would like to see the Administration talking about this issue a bit more deeply and seriously.
	I don’t know if any of the LNP Councillors really understand the issue or have taken the time to look at some of these maps that show projected sea level rises for our area. There’s quite a few Councillors in this Chamber whose residents will be quite significantly affected by sea level rise as a result of climate change and the melting ice caps. I’m just kind of worried that by not acting now we’re going to cause a significant problem for future generations in this city. So, I think we all accept now in this Chamber that global warming is a reality, and that climate change is caused by fossil fuel emissions, but it seems like a lot of Councillors in this Chamber are still in denial about how significantly climate change and rising seas will directly impact Brisbane.
	So, any Councillors in here who are under the age of 50 probably need to be paying a lot of attention to this issue. The Councillors who are over the age of 50 will probably be dead by the time it becomes a significant problem. I don’t think that gives you an excuse not to care about it though. I think you should still care about this issue even if you won’t be around to experience the negative impacts directly. I’m really worried for future generations in terms of how they’re going to grapple with the problem of rising sea levels, and I think a lot of Councillors are being quite reckless and naive by not taking this issue more seriously.
	So please consider introducing—allocate the resources, put the Council staff towards it, put some more budget towards it. Start planning now, which are the neighbourhoods where we’re going to have to relocate homes, which are the neighbourhoods where we’re going to have to support people to renovate and raise their buildings to higher ground. Which are the neighbourhoods where we’re going to have to stop resurfacing roads because it’s no longer affordable to resurface roads that are getting swamped by the high tide twice a day. We need to have these conversations now and start planning long term, rather than acting all surprised a few decades from now when the water’s literally lapping at people’s doorsteps. Thanks.
Deputy Chair:	Further General Business? 
	Councillor CUMMING.
Councillor CUMMING:	Just quickly, I apologise to the Chamber. Earlier in the debate about the boardwalk and causeway at Lota Creek, I omitted to put up an argument that I think I’d like to put on the record. That is in relation to discrimination, the Disability Discrimination Act, that the boardwalk and causeway is not fit‑for‑purpose, does not meet the design requirements for the disabled and therefore, contravenes the Disability Discrimination Act. The Disability Discrimination Act makes it against the law for public places to be inaccessible to people with a disability, including public footpaths and walkways. Every area and facility open to the public should be open and available to people with a disability. 
	That’s clearly not the case down there. The causeway contravenes the law in Australia for disability access. There are several locals who are confined to wheelchairs, who use the boardwalk and causeway. A person with a disability has a right to have access to places used by the public and the Disability Discrimination Act makes it against the law for public places to be inaccessible to people with a disability, including public footpaths and walkways. So, every area and facility that’s open to the public should be open and available to people with a disability, so I should put that. I know Councillor MURPHY was rather smug with his response, but disability discrimination is a serious issue.
	Just very briefly on what Councillor SRI, sorry, I can’t remember the name yet, sorry, said in the lowest lying area of the Wynnum Manly Ward is Lota, which is not particularly low, but all the new houses built over the last probably 10 years now have been required to build up a platform before they start building and also to put the house up very high as well. So, none of the new houses have been affected. Also, it’s a question of degree, as we know global warming, is the sea level going to rise by a centimetre a decade or a metre a decade. It just depends on how quickly it happens; how drastic the consequences could be, but congratulations to the Councillor for raising that issue. Thank you.
Deputy Chair:	Any further General Business? No further General Business?
	I declare the meeting closed.


[bookmark: _Toc114546773][bookmark: _Toc128755810]QUESTIONS OF WHICH DUE NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN:
(Questions of which due notice has been given are printed as supplied and are not edited)

Submitted by Councillor Steve Griffiths (received on 23 February 2023)
Q1.	How many e-petitions to Council that have closed are currently outstanding and have not been through the Committee process?

Q2.	How many paper petitions to Council that have closed are currently outstanding and have not been through the Committee process?

Q3.	Please list all the outstanding e-petitions that have not been through the Committee process and provide a brief outline on each one.

Q4.	Please list all the outstanding paper petitions that have not been through Committee and provide a brief outline on each one.

Q5.	How many enquires have been received by the Brisbane City Council Contact Centre in relation to grass cutting from 1 July 2022 to 1 February 2023? Please provide breakdown by suburb.

Q6.	How many enquires have been received by the Brisbane City Council Contact Centre in relation to footpaths reconstruction from 1 July 2022 to 1 February 2023? Please provide breakdown by suburb.

Q7.	How many jobs have been reported to the Brisbane City Council Contact Centre regarding potholes from 1 July 2022 to 1 February 2023? Please provide breakdown by suburb.

Q8.	How many requests have been received by the Brisbane City Council Contact Centre for traffic lights to be installed at intersections across the City from 1 July 2022 to 1 February 2023? Please provide breakdown by suburb.

Q9.	How many requests have been received by the Brisbane City Council Contact Centre for tree trimming from 1 July 2022 to 1 February 2023? Please provide breakdown by suburb.

Q10.	How many requests have been received by the Brisbane City Council Contact Centre for tree removals from 1 July 2022 to 1 February 2023? Please provide breakdown by suburb.

Q11.	How many enquires have been received by the Brisbane City Council Contact Centre regarding tree roots from 1 July 2022 to 1 February 2023? Please provide breakdown by suburb.

Q12.	How many jobs have been reported to the Brisbane City Council Contact Centre regarding abandoned shopping trollies from 1 July 2022 and 1 February 2023? Please provide breakdown by suburb.

Q13.	Please provide a list of parks that have received a new shade sail under the Sun‑safe Brisbane Playgrounds program to date.

Q14.	Please provide a list of parks that have been identified to receive a shade sail under the Sun-safe Brisbane Playgrounds program over the next 2½ years.

Q15.	Please provide a list of which Wards received the Lord Mayor’s summer newsletter which was delivered to homes in February 2023 and the amount that were distributed in each Ward.

Q16.	What was the overall cost of the printing of the Lord Mayor’s summer newsletter which was delivered to homes in February 2023?

Q17.	What was the overall cost of the delivery of the Lord Mayor’s summer newsletter which was delivered to homes in February 2023?

Q18.	How many annual events does Brisbane City Council undertake with the “Lord Mayor” in the title of the event?

Q19.	How many subscribers are there currently using the Brisbane Severe Weather alert service?

Q20.	Please list the potholes that were fixed on Inala Avenue, Durack located near the intersection of Linacre Street, Durack from 1 February 2022 to 30 June 2022?

Q21.	Please provide a list of all Amenities Building Council facilities.

	Name of Lessee
	Site Address
	Period of Lease

	
	
	

	
	
	



Q22.	Please provide a list of all Cemetery Council facilities.

	Name of Lessee
	Site Address
	Period of Lease

	
	
	

	
	
	



Q23.	Please provide a list of all Commercial Council facilities.

	Name of Lessee
	Site Address
	Period of Lease

	
	
	

	
	
	



Q24.	Please provide a list of all Community Lease Council facilities.

	Name of Lessee
	Site Address
	Period of Lease

	
	
	

	
	
	



Q25.	Please provide a list of all Community Service/Leisure Council facilities.

	Name of Lessee
	Site Address
	Period of Lease

	
	
	

	
	
	



Q26.	Please provide a list of all Sport and Recreation Council facilities.

	Name of Lessee
	Site Address
	Period of Lease

	
	
	

	
	
	



Q27.	Provide a breakdown of all advertising to promote the Brisbane Metro 	project (by financial year).

	Financial Year
	Amount

	2020 - 2021
	

	2021 - 2022
	

	2022 – 2023 (to date)
	



Q28.	How many of the 12 solar powered automated flood warning signs have been installed?


[bookmark: _Toc114546774][bookmark: _Toc128755811]ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS OF WHICH DUE NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN:
(Answers to questions of which due notice has been given are printed as supplied and are not edited)

Submitted by Councillor Steve Griffiths (from the meeting of 21 February 2023)
Q1.	Please list all locations where backflow devices were installed by Council in the following financial years, including the number installed per location:

	Financial Year
	Location
	Number of Backflow Devices Installed per Location

	2021-2022
	
	

	2022-2023 (to date)
	
	



A1.
	Financial Year
	Location
	Number of Backflow Devices Installed per Location

	2021-2022
	Walton Street, Dutton Park
Clarendon Street, East Brisbane
	1
2

	2022-2023 (to date)
	Waterloo Esplanade, Wynnum 
Riverside Drive, West End
	1
1



Note: Since 2011, Council has installed 75 backflow devices across the city. There are three more backflow valves to be installed this financial year. 

Q2.	Please provide a breakdown by Ward, of the sum of overdue rates bills and the number of properties.

	Ward
	Total number of properties with overdue bills
	Total amount due

	E.g. Deagon
	
	$

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



A2.	
	Ward
	Total number of properties with overdue bills
	Total amount due

	Bracken Ridge
	385
	$534,454

	Calamvale
	548
	$946,583

	Central
	989
	$3,400,750

	Chandler
	223
	$669,583

	Coorparoo
	327
	$897,113

	Deagon
	400
	$756,804

	Doboy
	289
	$647,600

	Enoggera
	297
	$1,073,150

	Forest Lake
	581
	$1,074,594

	Hamilton
	457
	$2,401,018

	Holland Park
	309
	$947,323

	Jamboree
	328
	$917,465

	MacGregor
	417
	$1,210,888

	Marchant
	387
	$681,724

	McDowall
	287
	$554,400

	Moorooka
	443
	$1,235,463

	Morningside
	369
	$971,658

	Northgate
	425
	$1,147,070

	Paddington
	403
	$1,330,968

	Pullenvale
	329
	$638,062

	Runcorn
	456
	$994,312

	Tennyson
	267
	$546,992

	The Gabba
	656
	$2,083,839

	The Gap
	250
	$589,733

	Walter Taylor
	354
	$766,335

	Wynnum-Manly
	281
	$481,853



Q3.	Of those requiring recovery work because of the February 2022 Floods, please list which bikeways remain closed, partially closed, or requiring any level of flood recovery work.

A3.	The 2022 February floods was one of Brisbane’s biggest ever flood events, with 	795 mm of rain falling over Brisbane in a five-day period. 23,400 properties across 177 suburbs were affected, and the cleanup was the biggest in Brisbane’s history. More than 3,300 streets were cleared of over 75,000 tons of flood waste. In addition to the damage that was caused to private homes, there was significant damage to Brisbane’s public assets. 

As it relates to bikeways, 55 bikeways and shared paths totaling 170 km have been cleared of debris, cleaned, and restored. The below bikeways suffered significantly more damage than the 55 that are currently open, and they are in the process of being replaced. 

Little Cabbage Tree Creek – Hawera Court: The bridge deck for this connection is currently being built, and installation is scheduled for mid-2023. 

Link to Centenary Bridge – Kooringal Drive: The Department of Transport and Main Roads has approved Council’s project design and alignment. Completion is anticipated early-2024, depending on negotiations with the Department as they deliver the Centenary Highway Bridge Duplication at the same time. 

Separately, while the Bicentennial Bikeway and the New Farm Riverwalk are open and operational, minor works are required to be carried out including balustrade replacement, installing new coloured surface treatments, as well as replacing furniture. 

Similarly, the Kedron Brook Bikeway is also operational and all connections have been reinstated. However, it is Council’s intention to deliver a betterment project for the Bikeway which will reduce the risk of future flooding. This will include new and better bikeways built higher on the creek bank.

Q4.	Of those requiring recovery work because of the February 2022 Floods, please list which playgrounds remain closed, partially closed, or requiring any level of flood recovery work.

A4.	The 2022 February floods was one of Brisbane’s biggest ever flood events, with 795 mm of rain falling over Brisbane in a five-day period. 23,400 properties across 177 suburbs were affected, and the clean up was the biggest in Brisbane’s history. More than 3,300 streets were cleared of over 75,000 tons of flood waste. In addition to the damage that was caused to private homes, there was significant damage to Brisbane’s public assets. 

As it relates to playgrounds, 293 playgrounds that were impacted by the floods have since reopened. The only playground which requires some level of flood recovery work is the playground in Taylor Bridge Reserve in Chelmer. The local Councillor has endorsed removing the playground from the Reserve to have it located elsewhere. Design work for a replacement playground has been undertaken with the local Councillor, and the new playground will be installed this year.

Q5.	Of those requiring recovery work because of the February 2022 Floods, please list which Council facilities remain closed, partially closed, or requiring any level of flood recovery work.

A5.	The 2022 February floods was one of Brisbane’s biggest ever flood events, with 795 mm of rain falling over Brisbane in a five-day period. 23,400 properties across 177 suburbs were affected, and the cleanup was the biggest in Brisbane’s history. More than 3,300 streets were cleared of over 75,000 tons of flood waste. In addition to the damage that was caused to private homes, there was significant damage to Brisbane’s public assets. 

It is assumed that particular question relates to community facilities. The following facilities are all open and operational, however they require some level of flood recovery work to their building. Several sites are currently under construction, with the remainder in the planning or procurement phase. 

Australian Pensioners’ & Superannuants League Queensland Incorporated (in planning) 
Bellbowrie Sports and Recreation Club (in procurement) 
Brisbane Rugby League Referees Association Inc. (in planning)
Brisbane Softball Association Inc. (in procurement)
Brothers Rugby Club Inc. (in procurement) 
Brothers St. Brendans Rugby League Football Club Inc (under construction)
Centenary Rowing Club Inc. (in planning)
Communify Queensland – Newmarket (in planning)
Downey Park Netball Association Inc. (in planning) 
Everton Park Kindergarten Association Inc (under construction) 
Former Toowong Bowls Club (in planning)
Gold Crest Cricket Club/ Commercial Hockey (in planning) 
GPS Old Boys & Brisbane Rowing Club Inc. (in planning) 
Grindle Rd, Rugby League (under construction) 
Guides Queensland – Carindale (under construction)
Hamilton Wheelers Cycling Club Inc. (under construction) 
Indooroopilly Canoe Club Inc. (in planning) 
Iranian Society of Queensland Inc (in procurement) 
Jindalee Bowls Club Inc. (under construction) 
McIlwraith Croquet Club Inc.
Mitchelton Sports Club
Mitchelton Youth Club Inc.
Multicultural Australia Ltd (under construction) 
Newmarket Bocce Club Inc. (under construction) 
North Star Football Club Inc. (under construction) 
Oxley Bowls Club Inc. (in planning) 
Queensland Gaelic Football and Hurling Association Inc. (in planning)
Sherwood Football Club Ltd (in procurement)
Silk Shed (in procurement)
The Gap Football Club Incorporated (in procurement) 
Toowong Bridge Club (in planning) 
Valley Hockey Club Inc. (in procurement)
Western Districts Netball Association Incorporated (in planning)
Wests Mitchelton Rugby League Football Club Inc. (in planning)
Wynnum Manly District Cricket Club Inc (in procurement).

Q6.	List how many people signed up to Council’s Brisbane Severe Weather Alert Service per month since September 2022 to current.

A6.	September = 3,288
October = 6,460
November = 1,271
December = 711
January = 1,748
February (as at the 17th) = 394.

Q7.	How many total subscribers are currently enrolled to Council’s Brisbane Severe Weather Alert Service?

A7.	187,411 as at 17 February 2023. This is 35% of Brisbane households. Subscription rates are higher in suburbs where the risk of flooding is greater.

Q8.	How many evacuation centres has Council established and readied for immediate activation, beyond those which were available to Brisbane residents at February 2022 (being the Kedron-Wavell Services Club and the Sleeman Sports Complex)?

A8.	Council has identified 41 facilities that could be used as evacuation centers across Brisbane. Of these, three sites can be manned and operated by Council. These centers include the Kedron-Wavell Services Club in Chermside, the Sleeman Centre in Chandler, and either the Tzu Chi Community Centre in Salisbury, or the Yeronga Park Fitness Centre in Yeronga. 

In addition to this, Council continues to work with community organisations who have indicated their intent to activate their own evacuation centers should they be required.

Q9.	What actions did Council take to encourage building owners and body corporates “retrofit electrical and other essential services located in basements in flood prone areas to ensure protection from inundation”, a commitment due by 31 October 2022 in the 2022 Rebuild and Recover Flood Resilience Action Plan?

A9.	Acknowledging that most apartment complexes were built before floods in recent times, Council has taken proactive steps to encourage building owners and body corporates to protect their basements from flood inundation. 

In September 2022, Council produced a ‘Building Back Better Basements’ flood fact sheet which was published on Council’s website. Following this, Council also wrote letters to six peak bodies in the property industry outlining relevant actions and key information to be shared with their members. Council can confirm this information was shared with the peak body members. 

Additionally, on 31 October 2022, Council hosted a planning and development industry forum which included a presentation on flood recovery and assistance available pertaining to development and planning services. 

Q10.	What actions did Council take to “review with relevant bodies the materials used for pontoon construction and the tethering of pontoons to embankments” a commitment due by 30 December 2022 in the 2022 Rebuild and Recover Flood Resilience Action Plan?

A10.	The 2022 February floods was one of Brisbane’s biggest ever flood events, with 795 mm of rain falling over Brisbane in a five-day period. In addition to the damage that was caused to private homes, there was significant damage to Brisbane’s public assets, including the contamination of our rivers and creeks by pontoons that had come loose and broke. 

To prevent this happening again, on 5 July 2022, Council officers met with the Department of State Development, Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning (DSDILGP) to discuss Council’s concerns about pontoon materials, tethering and the registration of pontoons. 

This initial meeting was followed by Council officers attending a Maritime Resilience Pontoon Industry Roundtable on 22 August 2022 where Council provided advice to the DSDILGP around what changes can be made to ensure pontoons are constructed to a higher quality. 

Additionally, Councillor Tracy Davis, Chair of the Environment, Parks, and Sustainability Committee wrote to the Deputy Premier, Steven Miles, on 21 October 2022, outlining the limited authority Council has regarding the regulation and construction of pontoons, noting that the DSDILGP is the regulator on this issue. In the letter, Council requested that the DSDILGP give consideration to pontoon building standards, to ensure they are resilient to extreme weather amongst other things. The DSDILGP has since confirmed that some new changes have been made to the State’s excluded works process, including:
-	proposed works to comply with the relevant performance outcomes of the Prescribed Tidal Works Code relating to design, construction and safety 
-	pontoon flotation units to be securely connected to the shore or restraint piles by a stainless‑steel restraint system 
-	pontoons containing polystyrene to have more durable core protection liners 
-	pontoon flotation units to have a stainless-steel identification plate.

Q11.	Please provide a current breakdown of Council’s public barbeques.

	Woodfired
	Electric

	
	



A11.
	Woodfired
	Electric

	85
	612



Note: Council also provides bottled gas barbecues and a solar-powered barbecue.

RISING OF COUNCIL:		5.40pm.


PRESENTED:						and CONFIRMED








	
						      CHAIR


Council officers in attendance:

Dorian Maruda (A/Senior Council and Committee Officer)
Ashley Bailey (A/Council and Committee Officer)
Billy Peers (Personal Support Officer to the Lord Mayor and Council Orderly)
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