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ATTENDANCE:

Councillor Andrew Wines (Civic Cabinet Chair), Councillor Steven Toomey (Deputy Chair), and Councillors Steven Huang, Nicole Johnston, Kim Marx and Charles Strunk.


[bookmark: _Toc124244112]A	COMMITTEE PRESENTATION – SYDNEY COORDINATED ADAPTIVE TRAFFIC SYSTEM (SCATS)

[bookmark: _Hlk50022291][bookmark: _Hlk109226149]1.	The A/Manager, Transport Network Performance, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, attended the meeting to provide an overview of the Sydney Coordinated Adaptive Traffic System (SCATS). He provided the information below.

2.	From the mid-1980s until 2016, many of Council’s traffic signals were run on a system called Brisbane Linked Intersection Signal System (BLISS). BLISS was developed by Council and pioneered the use of local co-ordination modules connected to the traffic signal controllers (controllers) in the field. In 2009, Council started to introduce SCATS as an innovative and adaptive traffic management platform. In Brisbane, SCATS has attributed to the reduction of:
	-	28% in travel-time
-	25% in stops
	-	12% in fuel consumption
	-	15% emissions.

3.	As vehicles move through the road network, they are detected by sensors under the road at each intersection, while pedestrians are detected by push buttons at crossings. The controller processes these inputs and sends this data to SCATS. Algorithms are applied and optimal signalling instructions are sent back. These instructions determine the duration of green lights and the sequence of traffic movement. This process happens for every traffic light cycle at every intersection.

4.	The controllers communicate with regional servers which then communicate with a central manager optimising the flow of traffic across the entire road network. The Committee was shown a diagram of how the controller receives information from inputs such as vehicle detectors and pedestrian push buttons. The controller processes this information and then sets the traffic light sequence in accordance with the programming of its personality. By using real‑time data, SCATS can make system-wide decisions across intersections, busy corridors or entire cities to reduce travel times.

5.	Council is continuously investigating and implementing traffic network improvements. Recent completed projects included pedestrian countdown timers and left turn on red at signalised intersection. Current projects include:
	-	Emergency Vehicle Priority
-	pedestrian auto call
-	removal of right turn filters
-	radar and thermal detection.

6.	Recently, Council has launched the Brisbane’s Smarter Suburban Corridors project (the project) to upgrade the existing transport management system to embrace new and emerging technologies with the goal of becoming a global leader in transport technology. With a focus on reliable travel times, the project will take advantage of new and emerging technologies to enhance Brisbane’s transport network and prioritise faster and safer journeys for all road user, including public transport, on key road corridors.

7.	The project objectives include improved:
-	travel times by optimising key corridors to prioritise efficient movements for all road users
-	reliability through consistency and predictability of travel times for all vehicles on key corridors
-	safety by developing data-driven intervention and improvement strategies.
The project will also enable priority access to transport athletes, volunteers and dignitaries during the Brisbane 2032 Olympic and Paralympics Games as well as ensure smart and adaptive management of events for all transport modes.

8.	Following a number of questions from the Committee, the Civic Cabinet Chair thanked the A/Manager for his informative presentation.

9.	RECOMMENDATION:

	THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.


[bookmark: _Toc124244113]B	PETITION – requesting Council install traffic calming measures on roads between 7th Brigade Park and Hamilton Road, Chermside
		137/220/594/288

10.	A petition requesting Council install traffic calming measures on roads between 7th Brigade Park and Hamilton Road, Chermside, was received during the Summer Recess 2024.

11.	The General Manager, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, provided the following information.

12.	The petition contains 36 signatures. Of the petitioners, 19 live on roads between 7th Brigade Park and Hamilton Road, 12 live on other roads in Chermside and 5 live in other suburbs in the City of Brisbane. 

13.	The roads between 7th Brigade Park and Hamilton Road have a speed limit of 50 km/h and are classified as neighbourhood roads in Council’s Brisbane City Plan 2014 road hierarchy, providing access to local residential properties. Attachment B (submitted on file) shows a locality map.

14.	The petitioners’ request for traffic calming measures to be installed on roads between 7th Brigade Park and Hamilton Road, due to a recent fatality involving a speeding motorist on Hodgkinson Street, is noted. Any traffic incident on Brisbane roads is regrettable and Council works closely with Queensland Police Service (QPS) to ensure any identified safety risks are mitigated. While it is not appropriate for Council to pre-empt the QPS investigation in relation to any incident, Council will always assist QPS where required and seek to implement any recommendations which are made. To date, QPS has not contacted Council about this fatality. 

15.	The installation of traffic calming devices, such as speed platforms and chicanes, may be used to discourage use from non-local traffic and to moderate vehicle speeds. Council considers the installation of traffic calming devices only where there is a combination of both a demonstrated widespread issue of non-local traffic utilising the street and where there is a demonstrated speeding issue. 

16.	Traffic calming devices are generally applied to local and neighbourhood access roads, which primarily provide access to dwellings, residential buildings and other local streets, with limited traffic movements. It is noted there is existing traffic calming treatments installed in the area, including roundabouts, splitter islands, painted threshold markings, and traffic signals. Attachment B outlines these treatments.

17.	Council has assessed the traffic volumes and speed of motorists using Hodgkinson Street from a traffic survey undertaken in November 2022. Attachment C (submitted on file) shows the traffic survey results. The weekday traffic volumes show an average of 144 vehicles per weekday using Hodgkinson Street, which is low and well within the limit of a neighbourhood road. The average vehicle speeds were 32.2 km/h in the eastbound direction and 29.6 km/h in the westbound direction, indicating compliance with the 50 km/h speed limit. 

18.	At this time, Council has no plans to install additional traffic calming measures on roads between 7th Brigade Park and Hamilton Road. However, please be assured Council will continue to monitor safety in the area and will consider road safety improvements if required. 

19.	While it is acknowledged that some motorists may be speeding in the area, speeding is predominately a driver behavioural issue under the jurisdiction of QPS. The petitioners are encouraged to raise any concerns with speeding motorists directly with QPS via the Hoon Hotline on 13 HOON (13 46 66).

Consultation

20.	Councillor Danita Parry, Councillor for Marchant Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation.

Customer impact

21.	The submission will respond to the petitioners’ concerns.

[bookmark: _Hlk21938734][bookmark: _Hlk124239477][bookmark: _Hlk124239459]22.	The General Manager, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure recommended as follows and the Committee agreed, with Councillor Nicole Johnston abstaining.

23.	RECOMMENDATION:

THAT THAT THE INFORMATION IN THIS SUBMISSION BE NOTED AND THE DRAFT RESPONSE, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE SENT TO THE HEAD PETITIONER.

Attachment A
Draft Response

Petition Reference: 137/220/594/288

Thank you for your petition requesting Council install traffic calming measures on roads between 7th Brigade Park and Hamilton Road, Chermside.

Your request for traffic calming measures to be installed on roads between 7th Brigade Park and Hamilton Road, due to a recent fatality involving a speeding motorist on Hodgkinson Street, is noted. Any traffic incident on Brisbane roads is regrettable and Council works closely with Queensland Police Service (QPS) to ensure any identified safety risks are mitigated. While it is not appropriate for Council to pre-empt the QPS investigation in relation to any incident, Council will always assist QPS where required and seek to implement any recommendations which are made. To date, QPS has not contacted Council about this fatality. 

The installation of traffic calming devices, such as speed platforms and chicanes, may be used to discourage use from non-local traffic and to moderate vehicle speeds. Council considers the installation of traffic calming devices only where there is a combination of both a demonstrated widespread issue of non-local traffic utilising the street and where there is a demonstrated speeding issue. 

Traffic calming devices are generally applied to local and neighbourhood access roads, which primarily provide access to dwellings, residential buildings and other local streets, with limited traffic movements. It is noted there is existing traffic calming treatments installed in the area, including roundabouts, splitter islands, painted threshold markings, and traffic signals. 

Council has assessed the traffic volumes and speed of motorists using Hodgkinson Street from a traffic survey undertaken in November 2022. The weekday traffic volumes show an average of 144 vehicles per weekday using Hodgkinson Street, which is low and well within the limit of a neighbourhood road. The average vehicle speeds were 32.2 km/h in the eastbound direction and 29.6 km/h in the westbound direction, indicating compliance with the 50 km/h speed limit. 

At this time, Council has no plans to install additional traffic calming measures on roads between 7th Brigade Park and Hamilton Road. However, please be assured Council will continue to monitor safety in the area and will consider road safety improvements if required. 

While it is acknowledged that some motorists may be speeding in the area, speeding is predominately a driver behavioural issue under the jurisdiction of QPS. The petitioners are encouraged to raise any concerns with speeding motorists directly with QPS via the Hoon Hotline on 13 HOON (13 46 66).

The above information will be forwarded to the other petitioners via email.

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Mr Matthew Pye, Senior Transport Network Officer, Transport Network Performance, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, on 3178 5760.

Thank you for raising this matter.


[bookmark: _Hlk124234281][bookmark: _Hlk124236496]C	PETITION – requesting Council implement traffic calming devices in Willis Street, Rochedale Avenue and Barr Street, Tarragindi
		137/220/594/316

[bookmark: _Hlk171085297]24.	A petition requesting Council implement traffic calming devices in Willis Street, Rochedale Avenue and Barr Street, Tarragindi, was presented to the meeting of Council held on 28 May 2024, by Councillor Krista Adams, and received.

25.	The General Manager, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, provided the following information.

26.	The petition contains 26 signatures. All of the petitioners live on either Willis Street, Rochedale Avenue or Barr Street. 

27.	Willis Street, Rochedale Avenue and Barr Street have a speed limit of 50 km/h and are classified as neighbourhood roads in Council’s Brisbane City Plan 2014 road hierarchy, providing access to local residential properties. Attachment B (submitted on file) shows a locality map.

28.	The petitioners’ request for traffic calming devices to be installed in Willis Street, Rochedale Avenue and Barr Street, is noted. The installation of traffic calming devices, such as speed platforms and chicanes, may be used to discourage use from non-local traffic and to moderate vehicle speeds. Council considers the installation of traffic calming devices only where there is a combination of both a demonstrated widespread issue of non-local traffic utilising the street and where there is a demonstrated speeding issue. Speeding issues alone are not sufficient to consider the use of traffic calming devices as speeding in isolation is considered a driver behaviour issue. 

29.	Council has assessed the traffic volumes and speed of motorists using Willis Street from a traffic survey undertaken in March 2024. The weekday traffic volumes show an average of 269 vehicles per weekday with average vehicle speeds of 38.3 km/h. Council has also assessed the traffic volumes and speed of motorists using Rochedale Avenue from a traffic survey undertaken in July 2024. The weekday traffic volumes show an average of 235 vehicles per weekday with average vehicle speeds of 36.9 km/h. Attachment C (submitted on file) shows the traffic survey results.

30.	Taking into consideration that all Barr Street through traffic needs to travel through either Willis Street or Rochedale Avenue, and the traffic volumes are extremely low and well within the limit of neighbourhood roads with good compliance with the 50 km/h speed limit, Council has no plans to install traffic calming devices in Willis Street, Rochedale Avenue or Barr Street, at this time.

31.	While it is acknowledged that some motorists may be speeding in the area, speeding is predominately a driver behavioural issue under the jurisdiction of Queensland Police Service (QPS). The petitioners are encouraged to raise any concerns with speeding motorists directly with QPS via the Hoon Hotline on 13 HOON (13 46 66).

Consultation

32.	Councillor Krista Adams, Councillor for Holland Park Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation.

Customer impact

33.	The submission will respond to the petitioners’ concerns.

34.	The General Manager, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure recommended as follows and the Committee agreed, with Councillor Nicole Johnston abstaining.

35.	RECOMMENDATION:

THAT THAT THE INFORMATION IN THIS SUBMISSION BE NOTED AND THE DRAFT RESPONSE, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE SENT TO THE HEAD PETITIONER.

Attachment A
Draft Response

Petition Reference: 137/220/594/316

Thank you for your petition requesting Council implement traffic calming devices in Willis Street, Rochedale Avenue and Barr Street, Tarragindi.

Your request for traffic calming devices to be installed in Willis Street, Rochedale Avenue and Barr Street, has been considered. Willis Street, Rochedale Avenue and Barr Street have a speed limit of 50 km/h and are classified as neighbourhood roads in Council’s Brisbane City Plan 2014 road hierarchy, providing access to local residential properties. 

The installation of traffic calming devices, such as speed platforms and chicanes, may be used to discourage use from non-local traffic and to moderate vehicle speeds. Council considers the installation of traffic calming devices only where there is a combination of both a demonstrated widespread issue of non-local traffic utilising the street and where there is a demonstrated speeding issue. Speeding issues alone are not sufficient to consider the use of traffic calming devices as speeding in isolation is considered a driver behaviour issue. 

Council has assessed the traffic volumes and speed of motorists using Willis Street from a traffic survey undertaken in March 2024. The weekday traffic volumes show an average of 269 vehicles per weekday with average vehicle speeds of 38.3 km/h. Council has also assessed the traffic volumes and speed of motorists using Rochedale Avenue from a traffic survey undertaken in July 2024. The weekday traffic volumes show an average of 235 vehicles per weekday with average vehicle speeds of 36.9 km/h. 

Taking into consideration that all Barr Street through traffic needs to travel through either Willis Street or Rochedale Avenue, and the traffic volumes are extremely low and well within the limit of neighbourhood roads with good compliance with the 50 km/h speed limit, Council has no plans to install traffic calming devices in Willis Street, Rochedale Avenue or Barr Street, at this time.

You may be interested to know that Council is currently investigating a potential upgrade at the Esher Street, Sexton Street and Toohey Road intersection to improve safety, enhance visibility and overall performance of the intersection for the area. A concept design for this upgrade is available on Council’s website at brisbane.qld.gov.au and by searching ‘Esher Street and Toohey Road intersection upgrade – Tarragindi’.

While it is acknowledged that some motorists may be speeding in the area, speeding is predominately a driver behavioural issue under the jurisdiction of Queensland Police Service (QPS). You are encouraged to raise any concerns with speeding motorists directly with QPS via the Hoon Hotline on 13 HOON (13 46 66).

Please let the other petitioners know of this information.

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Mr Brian Nichol, Senior Transport Network Officer, Transport Network Operations, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, on 3178 5760.

Thank you for raising this matter.


D	PETITION – requesting Council implement traffic calming devices in Roland and Sollis Streets, Geebung
		137/220/594/343

36.	A petition requesting Council implement traffic calming devices in Roland and Sollis Streets, Geebung, was presented to the meeting of Council held on 3 September 2024, by Councillor Jared Cassidy, and received.

37.	The General Manager, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, provided the following information.

38.	The petition contains 82 signatures. Of the petitioners, 56 live in Deagon Ward of which 52 live on Roland or Sollis Streets, 17 live in other wards in the City of Brisbane and 9 live outside the City of Brisbane. 

39.	Roland and Sollis Streets have a speed limit of 50 km/h and are classified as neighbourhood roads in Council’s Brisbane City Plan 2014 road hierarchy, providing access to local residential properties. Attachment B (submitted on file) shows a locality map.

40.	The petitioners’ request for traffic calming devices to be installed in Roland and Sollis Streets, is noted. The installation of traffic calming devices, such as speed platforms and chicanes, may be used to discourage use from non-local traffic and to moderate vehicle speeds. 

41.	There are numerous worthy infrastructure and community-based projects which compete for funding each year. Priority projects are typically those which provide the greatest benefit in terms of safety and amenity to the wider community. Therefore, Council considers the installation of traffic calming devices only where there is a combination of both a demonstrated widespread issue of non-local traffic utilising the street and where there is a demonstrated speeding issue. Speeding issues alone are not sufficient to consider the use of traffic calming devices as speeding in isolation is considered a driver behaviour issue. 

[bookmark: _Hlk180589849]42.	Council has assessed the traffic volumes and speed of motorists using Roland and Sollis Streets from a traffic survey undertaken on Sollis Street in August 2024. The weekday traffic volumes show an average of 643 vehicles per weekday with average vehicle speeds of 40.8 km/h. Attachment C (submitted on file) shows the traffic survey results.

43.	The traffic volumes are low and well within the limit of neighbourhood roads and there is very good compliance with the 50 km/h speed limit. Accordingly, Council has no plans to install traffic calming devices in Roland or Sollis Streets, at this time.

44.	While it is acknowledged that some motorists may be speeding in the area, speeding is predominately a driver behavioural issue under the jurisdiction of Queensland Police Service (QPS). The petitioners are encouraged to raise any concerns with speeding motorists directly with QPS via the Hoon Hotline on 13 HOON (13 46 66).

Consultation

45.	Councillor Jared Cassidy, Councillor for Deagon Ward, has been consulted and does not support the recommendation.

Customer impact

46.	The submission will respond to the petitioners’ concerns.

47.	The General Manager, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure recommended as follows and the Committee agreed, with Councillors Charles Strunk and Nicole Johnston dissenting.

48.	RECOMMENDATION:

THAT THAT THE INFORMATION IN THIS SUBMISSION BE NOTED AND THE DRAFT RESPONSE, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE SENT TO THE HEAD PETITIONER.

Attachment A
Draft Response

Petition Reference: 137/220/594/343

Thank you for your petition requesting Council implement traffic calming devices in Roland and Sollis Streets, Geebung.

Your request for traffic calming devices to be installed in Roland and Sollis Streets, has been considered. The installation of traffic calming devices, such as speed platforms and chicanes, may be used to discourage use from non-local traffic and to moderate vehicle speeds. 

There are numerous worthy infrastructure and community-based projects which compete for funding each year. Priority projects are typically those which provide the greatest benefit in terms of safety and amenity to the wider community. Therefore, Council considers the installation of traffic calming devices only where there is a combination of both a demonstrated widespread issue of non-local traffic utilising the street and where there is a demonstrated speeding issue. Speeding issues alone are not sufficient to consider the use of traffic calming devices as speeding in isolation is considered a driver behaviour issue. 

Council has assessed the traffic volumes and speed of motorists using Roland and Sollis Streets from a traffic survey undertaken on Sollis Street in August 2024. The weekday traffic volumes show an average of 643 vehicles per weekday with average vehicle speeds of 40.8 km/h. 

The traffic volumes are low and well within the limit of neighbourhood roads and there is very good compliance with the 50 km/h speed limit. Accordingly, Council has no plans to install traffic calming devices in Roland or Sollis Streets, at this time.

While it is acknowledged that some motorists may be speeding in the area, speeding is predominately a driver behavioural issue under the jurisdiction of Queensland Police Service (QPS). You are encouraged to raise any concerns with speeding motorists directly with QPS via the Hoon Hotline on 13 HOON (13 46 66).

The above information will be forwarded to the other petitioners via email.

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Mr Ben Clayton, Senior Transport Network Officer, Transport Network Operations, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, on 3407 1318.

Thank you for raising this matter.


End.
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